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The Newsletter i s mailed monthly to members of the S o c i e t y i n good 
standing. Membership fee i s $17 f o r January 1981 to December 1981 
i n c l u s i v e . 
Quote of the Month (raargaret B r i t n e l l , w r i t i n g i n TOPIC, a l o c a l news
paper i n the Newmarket, Ontario area, on the subject of the CTC hearing 
on the removal of the agency p o s i t i o n at Newmarket, c o n t r i b u t e d by Dave 
S t a f f o r d ) : "The p o l i t i c i a n s appearing at the i n q u i r y emphasized how 
important i t i s to the economy of the area to have a good r a i l t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n system, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r h a n d l i n g c a r l o a d f r e i g h t . The agents 
at Bradford and Newmarket were always very knowledgeable and e f f i c i e n t 
i n d i s c h a r g i n g t h e i r d u t i e s i n regard to r a t e s and s e r v i c e , and i n _ 
c o n t r i b u t i n g i n a s i g n i f i c a n t way to the i n d u s t r i a l w e l l - b e i n g of t h e i r 
communities. CN's argument i s now that they have the Servocentre at 
Concord with a marvelous computer, these agency p o s i t i o n s are redundant 
. . . . I f I want to send a c a r l o a d of f r e i g h t , an express p a r c e l and an 
overseas container, and get rates f o r a l l of those c a t e g o r i e s , I have 
to telephone nine times to get the i n f o r m a t i o n r e q u i r e d — t h a t i s i f the 
person at the other end of the l i n e knows where Bradford or Newmarket 
i s . " 
TIMEPOINTS (The Southern C a l i f o r n i a T r a c t i o n Review) i s the monthly 
p u b l i c a t i o n of the E l e c t r i c Railway H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a Inc. While c o n c e n t r a t i n g on the i n t e r u r b a n and c i t y s t r e e t 
car systems of C a l i f o r n i a , past and present, Timepoints does i n c l u d e 
continent-wide and f o r e i g n coverage. The A p r i l 1981 i s s u e f eatures an 
i n t e r e s t i n g and encouraging capsule review of railway e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n 
as w e l l as HRT and LRT developments i n many centres i n Europe, A s i a , 
A f r i c a , South America, A u s t r a l i a and New Zealand. S u b s c r i p t i o n s , at 
$7.50 per annum, are a v a i l a b l e from the ERHA at P.O. Box 24315, Los 
Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a 90024. 
— T h e Western New York Railway H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y has obtained i t s f i r s t 
p i e c e of equipment f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n , i n the form of ex-NYC caboose 
19602, which has been l e t t e r e d New York and Lake E r i e R a i l r o a d 19602 
and i s s t o r e d at Gowanda, N.Y. 

COVER: VIA R a i l T r a i n 181-182-376, comprising two CP R a i l RDC's, i s i n 
the l a s t lap of i t s run from Toronto to B u f f a l o . John Thompson photo
graphed the t r a i n on C o n r a i l (formerly NYC) trackage alongside the 
Niagara River i n B u f f a l o . In the background i s the auto-clogged Peace 
Bridge and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bridge which the t r a i n has j u s t crossed 
from F o r t E r i e . In a few moments the Budds w i l l be e a s i n g to a h a l t at 
the downtown Exchange St. S t a t i o n , where passengers w i l l connect with 
the 'Niagara Rainbow' f o r p o i n t s east. September 1980. 
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• E f f e c t i v e A p r i l 26, 1981, 
s e r v i c e to Owen Sound over 
Canadian N a t i o n a l l i n e s was 
reduced to one return t r i p a by ^^^^^^ 

B r i a n C. N i c k l e J ^ e e k ^ o u t " o f " s t r a t f o r d , from the 
previous two t r i p s a week. T r a i n 

516/517 w i l l be ordered to opefaTe' only as f a r north o f Palmerston 
as r e q u i r e d on the days i t does not operate through to Owen Sound. This 
wayfreight now handles a l l of CN's s w i t c h i n g on the branch l i n e s north 
of S t r a t f o r d , i n c l u d i n g the Newton, Ki n c a r d i n e , Southampton, and Owen 
Sound S u b d i v i s i o n s , as w e l l as the Durham Spur. Less than one year ago, 
Owen Sound was s e r v i c e d by three round t r i p s a week from S t r a t f o r d . 
• On March 21, 1981 VIA R a i l Toronto-London T r a i n No. 663 had i t s 
normal three RDC's repl a c e d by an i n t e r e s t i n g conventional c o n s i s t with 
FPA2 6758 heading ex-Reading Crusader cars 302 and 304 and a 5200 
s e r i e s coach. The equipment, a f t e r the engine only was turned, returned 
to Toronto as T r a i n No. 666, dep a r t i n g London at 1630. 
• Equipment problems plagued VIA R a i l Toronto-London T r a i n No. 663 on 
March 24, 1981 as i t experienced engine f a i l u r e on the grade at Lime-
house on the Guelph S u b d i v i s i o n . This day No. 663 had been assigned 
conventional equipment c o n s i s t i n g of CN RS18 3127, a steam generator 
and two coaches, and the engine problems with the RS18 fo r c e d the 
a d d i t i o n of CN GP9 4528 to the head end of the t r a i n at Guelph. No. 663 
was 22 minutes l a t e l e a v i n g Guelph, and the GP9 was l e f t on the t r a i n 
to power i t back to Toronto from London that afternoon at 1630. 
• The next day, VIA R a i l ' s No. 663 was l a t e again, t h i s time caused by 
s i g n a l problems on the Weston S u b d i v i s i o n , which r e s u l t e d i n i t s runn
ing behind CN Sarnia-bound f r e i g h t 415 on the Halton S u b d i v i s i o n . The 
delays on March 25, 1981 l e f t No. 663 running 50 minutes l a t e out of 
Georgetown. 
• I n t e r e s t i n g conventional equipment showed up again assigned to T r a i n 
No. 663 on March 29, 1981. This day CN RS18 3119 headed a steam 
generator, two coaches, b u f f e t - c l u b - l o u n g e No. 577 "Lake Couchiching", 
with two more coaches b r i n g i n g up the rear. The equipment returned to 
Toronto on T r a i n No. 666, with the steam generator on the r e a r , as the 
t r a i n s are not normally turned at London. 
• On A p r i l 10, 1981 VIA RDC-1 6132, which i s the ex-CP R a i l Budd 9055, 
showed up i n t r a i n s Nos. 661/664 on the Toronto-Stratiord-London route, 
with two ex-CN RDC's. 
• Track work has been completed f o r a new wye track which has been 
b u i l t between the Southampton S u b d i v i s i o n and the Southampton Spur. For 
some time now, the Southampton S u b d i v i s i o n has run to Douglas P o i n t 
i n s t e a d of i n t o the town of Southampton. In f a c t , no movements are 
allowed between Mileage 1.2 on the Southampton Spur and the town of 
Southampton i t s e l f , so the l a t t e r can be considered as another Ontario 
town which has l o s t i t s r a i l s e r v i c e . 
• The number of Canadian N a t i o n a l locomotives on the dead l i n e at CN's 
Rectory St. f a c i l i t y i n London has grown over the past year and now the 
f o l l o w i n g u n i t s are on hand awaiting f i n a l d i s p o s i t i o n : 
MLW RSC13's 1701, 1709, 1710, 1717; MLW S2 8139; MLW S3's 8459, 8483, 
8296, 23 (ex-8471); MLW S4's 8016, 8021, 8025. 

--The overhead has been removed from the former Niagara Junction R a i l 
way (now pa r t of C o n r a i l ) as observed by the E d i t o r and A s s i s t a n t E d i t o r 
on A p r i l 4th at the north yard i n Niagara F a l l s , N.Y. The yard, upon 
t h i s occasion, was occupied e x c l u s i v e l y by a group of new box cars f o r 
the St. Lawrence R a i l r o a d . 
— C o n r a i l (ex-Niagara J u n c t i o n Ry.) e l e c t r i c locomotives 4751, 4754 
and 4755 were observed i n storage beside the Amtrak s t a t i o n i n Niagara 
F a l l s , N.Y. on A p r i l 25th. 
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VISITING ST. THOMAS (WITHOUT A CAR!) by Mike Lindsay 
St. Thomas, Ontario has always been a unique c i t y f o r the Canadian r a i l 
e n t h u s i a s t to v i s i t , as where e l s e i n Canada can one f i n d no l e s s than 
three major American r a i l r o a d s o p e r a t i n g i n one's back yard. A convenient 
intermodal connection makes i t p o s s i b l e f o r the Toronto area r a i l f a n to 
v i s i t t h i s c i t y without r e l y i n g on an automobile, and has been used many 
times by a number of UCRS members with great success. A recommended 
i t i n e r a r y i s as f o l l o w s : 

Lv. Toronto Union 0820 VIA No. 71 
Ar. London CN S t a t i o n 1045 
Lv. London Bus Terminal 1105 Charterways No. B5 
Ar. St. Thomas Terminal 1155 

It should be noted that the London Bus Terminal i s l e s s than h a l f a block 
west of the CN s t a t i o n , and that the connection should not be attempted 
on F r i d a y s when VIA No. 71 u s u a l l y runs a h a l f hour l a t e . One may r e t u r n 
from St. Thomas as f o l l o w s : 

Lv. St. Thomas Terminal 1630 Charterways No. BIO 
Ar. London Terminal 1710 
Lv. London CN S t a t i o n 1950 VIA No. 88 
Ar. Toronto Union 2200 

The t o t a l cost o f the t r i p w i l l be approximately $17 i f one uses VlA's . 
one-day excursion f a r e . Tempo equipment i s used on VIA No. 71, while 
conventional coaches are used on VIA No. 88. Charterways uses anything 
from a deluxe schoolbus to a luxury tour coach on t h e i r St. Thomas runs. 
For the f i r s t time v i s i t o r to St. Thomas, here's what one can expect to 
see on a walking tour of the c i t y . Using the St. Thomas bus t e r m i n a l at 
Talbot St. (adjacent to the L&PS grade c r o s s i n g ) as centre, one can walk 
north one q u a r t e r of a mile to f i n d the CN-Norfolk & Western f r e i g h t 
f a c i l i t i e s . Power to be seen here i s u s u a l l y CN GP9's and Sw-8's, as w e l l 
as N&W C30-7's, GP9's and GPlS's. C o n r a i l s ' s huge s t a t i o n - o f f i c e b u i l d i n g 
and shops are to be found l e s s than 100 yards from the town centre and 
s l i g h t l y east of the bus depot. Since B u f f a l o - D e t r o i t run-throughs have 
been dropped, the motive power has become q u i t e mundane. A half-dozen 
GP7's and GP9's are ample to cover the three (two on weekends) l o c a l 
f r e i g h t s . Chessie System f r e i g h t s seem to make g r e a t e r use of C o n r a i l 
trackage (east of St. Thomas) than C o n r a i l i t s e l f . Chessie f r e i g h t s from 
Niagara use the CR l i n e to St. Thomas' BX Tower and then proceed south 
on the L&PS l i n e to t h e i r own f a c i l i t i e s , which are approximately a h a l f • 
mile south of the town centre, adjacent to P i n a f o r e Park. Chessie main
t a i n s a very " s a n i t a r y " roundhouse and shop f a c i l i t y , which u s u a l l y 
f e a t u r e s the most i n t e r e s t i n g motive power i n town. Anywhere from s i x to 
15 u n i t s can be seen here at one time with u s u a l l y q u i t e a good a s s o r t 
ment of engine types: GP7, GP9, GP30, GP35, GP38 (-2), GP39, GP40 (-2), 
SW9, as w e l l as an o c c a s i o n a l U-boat. Although the Chessie System's 
blue, yellow and v e r m i l l i o n p a i n t scheme seems to be g r a d u a l l y t a k i n g 
over, many blue B&O and C&O u n i t s can be found. On occasion. Western 
Maryland u n i t s sneak i n t o town. Chessie runs a minimum of four t r a i n s a 
day, and when business demands, runs second s e c t i o n s on very short head
ways. The r a i l r o a d ' s yard i s a h a l f mile west of the engine f a c i l i t y , 
across a very s c e n i c t r e s t l e which i s one of no l e s s than three which 
cross the K e t t l e Creek V a l l e y . 

F i n a l l y , adjacent to the Chessie f a c i l i t i e s i s P i n a f o r e Park, where one 
can f i n d narrow gauge l i v e steam, as w e l l as a most i n t e r e s t i n g GE 25 
ton d i e s e l locomotive, h a u l i n g passengers on a h a l f mile of track behind 
vintage s t r e e t cars a c t i n g as coaches. 
Steam, d i e s e l , and even t r a n s i t e n t h u s i a s t s can f i n d something of 
i n t e r e s t i n S t . Thomas, which j u s t i f i a b l y c a l l s i t s e l f "the Railway C i t y . " 
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THE NEPHTON BRANCH by David Hales 

C P Roil w 
n 1935 I n d u s t r i a l Minerals of Canada L i m i t e d , through I i t s s u b s i d i a r y Canadian Nepheline L i m i t e d , began 

mining operations near L a k e f i e l d , O n t a r i o . The 2200-acre s i t e , l o c a t e d 
about 25 miles north of the v i l l a g e , i s one of only two deposits of 
nepheline s y e n i t e being mined commercially i n the world. For g e o l o g i s t s , 
nepheline s y e n i t e i s a white c r y s t a l i n e igneous rock s i m i l a r to g r a n i t e 
i n hardness and t e x t u r e . Rock taken from the quarry i n open p i t operation 
i s reduced by crushers to a very f i n e dry powdery substance. The end 
product i s shipped e i t h e r i n b u l k or i n packages, by truck or by t r a i n . 
Nepheline s y e n i t e , over 70% of which i s exported, mainly to U.S. markets, 
i s used i n the production of g l a s s , ceramics and p a i n t f i l l e r s . Product
ion has i n c r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y , with the 1000-ton per day crusher, b u i l t 
i n 1956, o p e r a t i n g at c a p a c i t y . 
In i t s e a r l y days the nepheline s y e n i t e was shipped by barge down the 
lakes to L a k e f i e l d , thence v i a the Canadian N a t i o n a l Railways to market. 
The barge s e r v i c e was subsequently r e p l a c e d by trucks ( c i r c a 1949) and 
s i n c e 1954 d i r e c t r a i l s e r v i c e has been used. This was made p o s s i b l e by 
a 17-mile, $1.5 m i l l i o n branch l i n e c o n s t r u c t e d north from Havelock to 
the c rushing p l a n t at Nephton. I t i s the Nephton S u b d i v i s i o n of Canadian 
P a c i f i c ' s Trenton D i v i s i o n . C o n s t r u c t i o n of the l i n e encountered some 
unusual engineering problems. The t e r r a i n i s a wilderness of rock and 
swamp, the home of beaver, muskrat and deer. As the beaver i s q u i t e an 
engineer h i m s e l f , h i s p r o j e c t s were a hindrance to the railway engineers 
to the extent that some 24 beaver dams had to be destroyed. At s e v e r a l 
p o i n t s along the l i n e , notably between mileages 4.5 and 7.0, swamp 
earth had to be r e p l a c e d by more s t a b l e rock f i l l . Before these channels 
were f i l l e d , i t appeared that a ship canal, r a t h e r than a railway, was 
being b u i l t . 
Another i n t e r e s t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n problem was the s i n k hole encountered 
at mileage 14.9. Here 798 cubic yards of rock was r e q u i r e d j u s t to advance 
the l i n e 21 f e e t . At mileage 12 i s l o c a t e d Long Lake. I t was decided to 
cross t h i s lake r a t h e r than s k i r t the western shore. The f l o o r of the 
lake contains a l o t of s i l t on top of s o l i d rock 38 f e e t down. F i f t y 
thousand cu b i c yards of f i l l , o btained from cuts along the l i n e , were 
dumped on the s i l t . With a heavy b l a s t of dynamite i n the toe of t h i s 
rock p i l e , the s i l t was blown out and the rock s e t t l e d i n t o the vacuum. 
The branch was completed i n December, 1954, seven months ahead of 
schedule. The l o a d i n g of the f i r s t two hopper cars commenced on December 
20th. O f f i c i a l opening ceremonies f o r the l i n e took p l a c e i n January, 
1955. As there i s no need f o r a f u l l time locomotive at the p l a n t , the 
cars are moved to and from the l o a d i n g dock by means of a winch. Bulk 
shipments are made i n CP R a i l covered hopper cars s p e c i f i c a l l y assigned 
to t h i s s e r v i c e . Package shipments are made i n standard box cars, with 
both types of shipments on a f i v e days per week b a s i s . The accompanying 
map shows the layout of the f a c i l i t i e s at Nephton as they were i n the 
l a t e 1960's. 
VIA RAIL MAY SWITCH TO ELECTRIC HEATING 
The problems which arose during the Christmas h o l i d a y peak t r a v e l p e r i o d , 
when i t s equipment could not cope with the record breaking c o l d that 
gripped Eastern Canada, has prompted VIA R a i l to consider a wholesale 
change from steam to e l e c t r i c h eating. The low temperatures, combined 
with the wind c h i l l f a c t o r created by a moving t r a i n , were beyond the 
c a p a c i t y of steam generating equipment on the t r a i n s . VIA has looked at 
two ways of making the heat supply on i t s t r a i n s more r e l i a b l e i n c o l d 
weather. One method i n v o l v e s p i p i n g a n t i - f r e e z e through the cars i n p l a c e 
of steam, but t r i a l s d uring tbe month of February were r e p o r t e d l y 
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d i s a p p o i n t i n g . The b e n e f i t s were only one q u a r t e r of what had been a n t i c 
i p a t e d , and the cost of conversion would be u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y high. The 
other p o s s i b i l i t y , more promising but a l s o more expensive, i s to follow 
the example of Amtrak by c o n v e r t i n g steam heated passenger t r a i n cars to 
e l e c t r i c heating. The cost of conversion and r e c o n d i t i o n i n g would be 
about $200,000 per car. E l e c t r i c power generating u n i t s or new locomotives 
with generating equipment would also have to be purchased. 

— M i k e Lindsay 
A t e s t t r a i n was operated between Toronto Union S t a t i o n and 
Guelph J u n c t i o n , over the CP G a i t S u b d i v i s i o n , on March 16th 
with u n i t 707, seven b i - l e v e l coaches (2025, 2012, 2064, 
2048, 2029, 2069, 2056) and ACPU 907. I t l e f t Union S t a t i o n 

at 1200 Noon, and on the Milton-Toronto p o r t i o n of the r e t u r n 
t r i p a r e g u l a r l y scheduled 52-minute run was simulated, with stops at a l l 
s t a t i o n s . Louis Parsons, Chairman of TATOA, was accompanied on the t r i p 
by Executive D i r e c t o r A l Leach i n a d d i t i o n to CP R a i l and GO T r a n s i t 
t e c h n i c a l s t a f f . Mr. Parsons informed the press a f t e r the t r i p that the 
M i l t o n l i n e i s p r o j e c t e d to carry some 6260 passengers d a i l y , both ways, 
with 25% of the r i d e r s a t t r a c t e d from the Lakeshore l i n e . The new 
s e r v i c e i s scheduled to commence on October 26th. 

--Raymond L. Kennedy and Mike Lindsay 
GO T r a n s i t has c a l l e d tenders f o r the second phase of s t a t i o n c o n s t r u c t 
ion along the S t r e e t s v i l l e - M i l t o n l i n e . Two c o n t r a c t s were tendered on 
A p r i l 2nd with c l o s i n g scheduled f o r A p r i l 23rd, one f o r the c o n s t r u c t 
ion of p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s and a s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g at S t r e e t s v i l l e plus, 
a n c i l l i a r y work at M i l t o n and Meadowvale, and the other f o r a parking l o t 
at C o o k s v i l l e . Three f u r t h e r c o n t r a c t s were a d v e r t i s e d on A p r i l 7th with 
c l o s i n g set f o r A p r i l 28th; the f i r s t i s f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of s t a t i o n 
b u i l d i n g s at M i l t o n , Meadowvale, E r i n d a l e , C o o k s v i l l e and D i x i e and 
completion of the s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g at K i p l i n g ; the second i s f o r parking 
f a c i l i t i e s , an access road and a p l a t f o r m at E r i n d a l e ; and the t h i r d i s 
f o r p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s and an access road at D i x i e and completion of s i t e 
work at K i p l i n g . The t o t a l cost of the work covered i n these c o n t r a c t s 
i s estimated at $4.1 m i l l i o n . The p r o j e c t i s on schedule and, i f no major 
delays occur, the l i n e w i l l go i n t o s e r v i c e on the planned date of 
October 26th. 

A u n i t t r a i n o p e r a t i o n f o r the c a r r i a g e of phosphate rock 
from C e n t r a l F l o r i d a to Port Maitland, O n t a r i o i s being 
operated by CP R a i l , i t s now wholly owned s u b s i d i a r y 
^Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Railway and three CSX Corp

oration-owned r a i l r o a d s , the Seaboard Coast L i n e , L o u i s v i l l e and Nash
v i l l e , and Chessie System. The cars used i n the operation are owned by 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Minerals and Chemical Corporation, which has a f e r t i l i z e r 
and feed products p l a n t at Port Maitland. Four 65-car t r a i n s e t s are i n 
op e r a t i o n at any one time, cpvering the 1600-mile route i n approximately 
120 hours. About 60 t r a i n s per year c a r r y i n g a minimum of 6175 tons of 
rock apiece are being operated. The s e r v i c e i s f u l l y competitive with 
ocean s h i p p i n g from the Gulf of Mexico to Port Maitland. . • j 

— M i k e Lindsay 
Bombardier Inc. has been awarded a $50 
m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t to c o n s t r u c t an a d d i t i o n a l 

Bombardier Limited 60 commuter cars f o r the New Jersey T r a n s i t 
M...tr.n»tHivi»on Corporation. This order w i l l supplement the 

57 such cars ordered by the New Jersey Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n 
1980 (see Newsletter 372, Page Seven). D e l i v e r i e s w i l l commence l a t e 
t h i s year, with completion i n 1982. As with the f i r s t order, b a s i c 
c o n s t r u c t i o n w i l l be performed at La P o c a t i e r e , Quebec, with f i n a l 
assembly i n Barre, Vermont. 

BOMBAROIfR 
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• Dana Ashdown, 60 Shendale Dr., Rexdale, Ontario 
MOW 2B5, (416) 741-9574, has f o r s a l e the f o l l o w i n g 
Canadian P a c i f i c Railway d i n i n g car s i l v e r w a r e and 
china p l a t e s . A l l are i n good to mint c o n d i t i o n and 
a v a i l a b l e i n the f o l l o w i n g s e t s . R E A D E R S ' E X C H A N G E 

1) One each; mustard cover, sugar bowl, bread t r a y , medium and l a r g e o v a l 
bakers, s m a l l , medium, larg e and e x t r a l a r g e p l a t t e r s , dinner k n i f e and 
fork, f i s h k n i f e and fork. 13 items t o t a l , $165.00 ( s i x s e t s ) . 
2) One each; mustard cover, bread t r a y , s m a l l , l a r g e , and e x t r a l a r g e 
p l a t t e r s , dinner k n i f e and f o r k , f i s h k n i f e and fork. Nine items t o t a l , 
$105.00 (one set o n l y ) . 
3) Four each; soup p l a t e (Limoges), bread and b u t t e r p l a t e ( G r i n d l e y ) , 
dessert p l a t e ( G r i n d l e y ) - a l l Green Band P a t t e r n . 12 items t o t a l , $125.00 
(three s e t s ) . 
4) Four each; luncheon p l a t e (Minton) - Maple Leaf P a t t e r n , four items 
t o t a l , $60.00 (two s e t s ) . 
5) One each; luncheon p l a t e (Minton-Maple Leaf P a t t e r n ) , dinner k n i f e and 
fork, f i s h k n i f e and fork, f r u i t k n i f e and fork, seven items t o t a l , $50.00 
(three s e t s ) . 
6) One each; dinner k n i f e and fork, f i s h k n i f e and fork, f r u i t k n i f e and 
fork, s i x items t o t a l , $36.00 (two s e t s ) . 
7) One each; dinner k n i f e and fork, two items t o t a l , $12.00 (two s e t s ) . 
8) One each; f i s h k n i f e and fork, two items t o t a l , $12.00 (one set o n l y ) . 
Due to weight a l l items must be p i c k e d up i n person; payment by cash or 
money order. 
• John Thompson, 19 G l e n c r e s t B l v d . , Toronto, Ontario M4B 1L2, (416) 
759-1803, wishes to buy a copy of the September 1961 i s s u e of the UCRS 
Newsletter, i n good c o n d i t i o n . Write or c a l l f i r s t , s t a t i n g p r i c e . 
• F.E. Cooke, Box 5210, R.R. No. 5, Trenton, Ont. K8V 5P8, w i l l buy 
photos, s l i d e s , plans, e t c . of the Grand River/Lake E r i e and Northern Rys. 

• The TTC has i n s t a l l e d a home-built mockup of the o p e r a t i n g p o s i t i o n 
of a CLRV i n the Operations T r a i n i n g Centre at H i l l c r e s t f o r use i n 
operator t r a i n i n g . Included i n the f u l l - s c a l e mockup i s an 
i n s t r u c t o r ' s console to simulate, on the car annunciators, the major 
problems an operator could encounter i n e i t h e r s i n g l e car or m u l t i p l e -
u n i t o p e r a t i o n . The console c a r r i e s a working speedometer, brakes, 
li e r h t s , timers, c o n t r o l s , e t c . , j u s t as i n an a c t u a l CLPV. 

RCU i s CP R a i l ' s acronym f o r R a i l Changeout U n i t , manufactured under 
the name Tamper by the Canron Railgroup of West Columbia, South Caro
l i n a . The machine was developed j o i n t l y by Tamper and CN R a i l . The 
l a t t e r wanted a l e s s l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e means of r e p l a c i n g j o i n t e d r a i l 
with continuous welded r a i l (cwr) which would a l s o minimize d i s r u p t i o n 
of r a i l t r a f f i c . An idea evolved from the type P-811 machine (used f o r 
p l a c i n g concrete t i e s ) . F i r s t t e s t i n g began i n South C a r o l i n a i n 
October 1978 and continued near Vancouver. Since March 1979 CN has 
taken d e l i v e r y of two machines (which they c a l l RCO) and f i r s t used one 
i n p r oduction near Chatham. CP R a i l has one machine c a l l e d an RCU. 
Let's have a look at CP's RCU. I t s b a s i c purpose i s to change out r a i l s 
and t i e p l a t e s , then prepare e x i s t i n g c r o s s t i e s f o r placement of 

THE "CHANGING RAIL" SCENE by Bob Sandusky 
The CP r a i l replacement program c u r r e n t l y 
underway between Toronto and M i l t o n has i n t r o 
duced a very f a s c i n a t i n g machine to the l o c a l 
r a i l scene. Enter the RCU, an assembly l i n e 
on wheels which replaces the very r a i l s on 
which i t runs. 
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Plate Pick-up Station 

Old Tie Plate Conveyor 

New Tie Plate Conveyor 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S 

Length O v e r a l l 
Maximum Width 
Height from R a i l 
Weight 

l l I N i m j M C U R V E S : 

221' 
10'4" 
13' I" 
170 tons 

Working 820' (7 degrees) 
T r a v e l l i n g 192' (11.5 degrees) 
WORKING S P E E D : 1500' to200a'/hour 

Line Sp ike r ' ' ^ Gauge Spiker 

- WORKING DIRECTION 

POWER: Main - 8V92 l i q u i d - c o o l e d d i e s e l , 368 H.P. A u x i l i a r y - 1.71 l i q u i d - c o o l e d 
d i e s e l . 139 H.P. 9 2100 R.P.M. 
CONVEYORS: S-MD a i r - c o o l e d . 11 H.P. g a s o l i n e . NAILER: 3 H.P. a i r - c o o l e d g a s o l i n e . 
DRIVE TRAIN: Working mode through p l a n e t a r y gearbox, disconnected f o r track t r a v e l . 
TRANSMISSION: Clark four-speed (forward and re v e r s e ) , powershift. 
TRUCKS: AAR Type 70-ton. 33" wheels (three d r i v e n in working mode, one in t r a v e l l 
ing mode). 
BRAKES: A i r over h y d r a u l i c with f a i l s a f e ; through a i r braking f o r t r a i n formation; 
100 CPU compressor. 
EIXCTRICAL SYSTEM: 15 KW generator. 
CAPACITIES: Fuel 510 g a l . H y d r a u l i c o i l 700 g a l . C o o l i n g 28 g a l . (SV92 main). 
11 g a l . (4.71 a u x i l i a r y ) . 

o o 

£ 0 

s 

CO 
00 



Photos by Bob Sandusky 
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incoming p l a t e s and r a i l s . T h i s 221-foot, 170-ton machine c o n s i s t s of 
three s e c t i o n s . 
The l e a d s e c t i o n i s the power car with 380 H.P. d i e s e l engine, A.C. 
generator, power welder and operator's cab. Beneath i t two bogies, 
driven by a four-speed mechanical d r i v e , r o l l on the o l d , b o l t e d 100-
Ib. r a i l . 
The second s e c t i o n i s the main beam, suspended between huge c a n t i l e v e r s 
p r o j e c t i n g from the f i r s t and t h i r d s e c t i o n s . I t supports s i x work 
s t a t i o n s , each of which i s c o n v e n i e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d by a white s i g n atop 
the beam. These s t a t i o n s are as f o l l o w s : 
1. P l a t e Pickup. As t i e p l a t e s are exposed, two r o t a t i n g , permanent 
magnetic wheels (one per r a i l ) l i f t them up to a short conveyor whence 
a f u r t h e r p a i r of magnetic wheels r a i s e s them to the main conveyor. 
T h i s t r a n s p o r t s them rearward, past the t h i r d u n i t and i n t o t r a i l i n g 
gondolas. 
2. Plugger. Here a d i s p e n s i n g gun f i l l s o l d spike holes with 'Spike 
T i t e ' . T h i s i s Canron's urethane f i l l e r wiiich. s e t s i n 10 seconds. 
3. C r i b b e r . This s t a t i o n cleans o f f the t i e p l a t e areas. As i t can 
throw b a l l a s t around i t i s w e l l - c o v e r e d . I t s height i s a d j u s t a b l e . 
4. Adzer. Here are four adzer Heads, two on each s i d e . One p a i r a l t e r 
nates i n use with, the otfier so that changeouts can be made while the 
u n i t i s i n o p e r a t i o n . Height and alignment are automatic as the s u r f a c e 
i s prepared f o r new p l a t e s . (The o c c a s i o n a l u n l i f t e d p l a t e can give the 
adzer i n d i g e s t i o n ) . 
5. Creosoter.Automatic, s e l f - c l e a n i n g nozzles spray the adzed s u r f a c e s . 
6. P l a t e Drop. New p l a t e s conveyed forward from the t r a i l i n g gondolas 
are dropped down a chute onto the t i e s . Suspended a l s o from t h i s beam 
are s e t s of r o l l e r s which l i f t and thread out the o l d 100 l b . b o l t e d 
r a i l as i t c l e a r s the power car. The new, 136 l b . cwr i s l i f t e d and 
threaded i n under i t . 
The t h i r d s e c t i o n r o l l s onto the new cwr. I t s l i n e r and ganger r o l l e r s 
r eference the new r a i l to the centre l i n e of the o l d t r a c k , then gauge 
i t . Spikes are driven here i n every f o u r t h t i e to h o l d the gauge. On 
top of t h i s s e c t i o n are conveyors moving t i e p l a t e s to and from the 
gondolas. 
Here ends the RCU, but f o l l o w i n g are s e v e r a l conveyor-equipped gondolas 
c a r r y i n g t i e p l a t e s . A supply car i s coupled behind them. 
It might be noted that there are some p h y s i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s between the 
CN and CP machines i n s o f a r as t i e plugging, l i n i n g , gauging and d e l i v 
ery of new t i e p l a t e s are concerned. The RCU r e q u i r e s e i g h t s t a t i o n 
o p e r a t o r s , four gondola hands and others as r e q u i r e d to ensure e f f i c i e n t 
o p e r a t i o n . 
C e r t a i n a u x i l i a r y equipment i s s t i l l r e q u i r e d to prepare the track i n 
advance of the RCU. F i r s t come four s p i k e - p u l l i n g machines, then two 
r o l l i n g b i ns f o r o l d s p i k e s . F o l l o w i n g are two r u b b e r - t i r e d Pettibo n e 
Speed Swings which thread the new cwr through a mobile frame. The frame 
p o s i t i o n s the cwr immediately beside the b o l t e d r a i l f o r pickup by the 
RCU. These u s e f u l Speed Swings have flan g e d wheels as w e l l and can 
climb up onto the r a i l s i n 20-30 seconds. Just ahead of the RCU i s a 
small n a i l i n g c a r t which d r i v e s a 16 or 20p n a i l along the centre l i n e 
o f every other t i e (every t i e on c u r v e s ) . C e n t r e l i n e Followers on the 
RCU's automatic work s t a t i o n s sense these n a i l s and a l i g n the machinery 
a c c o r d i n g l y . 
Working speed of the RCU i s a d v e r t i s e d as 1500 to 2000 f e e t per hour. 
Non-working s e l f - p r o p e l l e d speed i s 15 m.p.h. 
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R a i l renewal on the north t r a c k (the one intended p r i m a r i l y f o r GO 
s e r v i c e ) was s t a r t e d manually between S t r e e t s v i l l e and C o o k s v i l l e . The 
RCU p i c k e d up i n October and completed the work as f a r west as Main 
S t r e e t , M i l t o n , and east to Mile 3.2 near Lansdowne Avenue. The south 
track ( f r e i g h t only) has already r e c e i v e d a cwr drop and w i l l be renewed 
t h i s year. 
The r a i l t r a i n which d e l i v e r s the RCU's raw m a t e r i a l i s worth mention
ing . I t c o n s i s t s of about 30 open-end gondolas c o n t a i n i n g racks bearing 
J-mile s e c t i o n s of r a i l ( f i v e high, 10 wide). At the dropping end are 
four f l a t cars, the t h i r d o f which i s a R a i l Threading Car. I t c a r r i e s 
two frames with r o l l e r s which guide the cwr down onto the b a l l a s t . To 
s t a r t a drop, a winch on the Threader draws cwr out across two i n t e r 
mediate f l a t s and gets i t threaded. A cable i s then fastened to i t 
using a hole burnt through, the web. The other end i s anchored to a 
sturdy bar i n s e r t e d under the r a i l s of the e x i s t i n g t r a c k . Locomotives 
pushing at t h i s end ease the t r a i n out from under two, i - m i l e lengths 
simultaneously. A v a r i a t i o n on t h i s i s to a t t a c h the r a i l to a s t a t i o n 
ary locomotive and p u l l the t r a i n out ( o f t e n at a b r i s k rate of speed). 
This r e q u i r e s two to three u n i t s . 
Changeout operations were to resume at the end of March. I n t e r e s t e d 
readers should be able to see the RCU i n a c t i o n as i t works i t s way back 
from Parkdale to M i l t o n . I t s progress i s a u d i b l e . A warning s i r e n a l e r t s 
workers as other t r a i n s approach. The a i r horn sounds each time the 
machine i s about to move. 

The w r i t e r thanks the Canron Railgroup f o r RCO s p e c i f i c a t i o n s used here. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ MAGNETIC TICKETS TO BE TESTED 
\1K r ^ y / The TTC has decided to proceed with a t e s t i n s t a l l a t i o n 

1 — o f Magnetic Encoded T i c k e t equipment at c e r t a i n s t a t i o n s 
^ on the Yonge-University Subway l i n e commencing i n mid-

1982. This d e c i s i o n i s the culmination of s t u d i e s i n t o improved methods 
of fare c o l l e c t i o n which commenced with the s e t t i n g up of a Working Group 
i n 1979 to determine i f an improved c o l l e c t i o n system which would over
come many shortcomings of the present system could be developed. Four 
European c i t i e s were v i s i t e d i n the f a l l o f that year i n order that fare 
c o l l e c t i o n procedures and equipment could be s t u d i e d , and an assessment 
of c o l l e c t i o n technology a v a i l a b l e from s u p p l i e r s i n Europe and North 
America was undertaken. The Working Group s e l e c t e d four fare c o l l e c t i o n 
systems f o r d e t a i l e d e v a l u a t i o n , these comprising a M u l t i p l e T r i p T i c k e t 
System, the F l e x f a r e System, the Honour F l a t Fare System, and the 
M a g n e t i c a l l y Encoded T i c k e t System. 
The systems were s t u d i e d i n great d e t a i l and were s y s t e m a t i c a l l y e v a l u a t 
ed over a range of c r i t e r i a i n comparison with the present system. The 
f a c t o r s considered i n the e v a l u a t i o n were c a p i t a l cost, passenger 
convenience, s e c u r i t y f e a t u r e s , management in f o r m a t i o n c a p a b i l i t y , 
personnel c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , f l e x i b i l i t y f o r d i f f e r e n t f a r e p o l i c i e s and 
o p e r a t i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . This e v a l u a t i o n i n d i c a t e d that, based on 
Commission requirements, the M a g n e t i c a l l y Encoded T i c k e t (MET) System 
was s u p e r i o r to the o t h e r s . I f the r e l i a b i l i t y of the MET System can be 
demonstrated, i t o f f e r s the opportunity f o r major improvements i n 
passenger convenience and o p e r a t i n g e f f i c i e n c y and much more f l e x i b i l i t y 
i n fare p o l i c y than the current f a r e c o l l e c t i o n system. The system 
proposed f o r the Toronto t e s t i s a r e l a t i v e l y simple one wherein t i c k e t s 
and passes are a u t o m a t i c a l l y checked f o r v a l i d i t y i n an entry t u r n s t i l e 
i n the subway. S i m i l a r systems have been i n use f o r some years i n a 
number of c i t i e s i n c l u d i n g P a r i s , Montreal and Mexico C i t y . The e l e c t r o n 
i c equipment now a v a i l a b l e has been m i n i a t u r i z e d and i t s c a p a c i t y and 
f l e x i b i l i t y improved s i n c e these systems were i n s t a l l e d . 
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The e v a l u a t i o n has i n d i c a t e d that the MET System o f f e r s an extensive 
l i s t of advantages: 
— A u t o m a t i c entry through t u r n s t i l e s and high gates f o r a l l adult patrons 
using the magnetically encoded s i n g l e t r i p t i c k e t s . 
— A u t o m a t i c entry f o r pass h o l d e r s , both at main and unattended entrances 
( d u r i n g peak p e r i o d s ) . 
— E a s i e r to handle fare media. 
—Reduced l i n e - u p s . 
— A b i l i t y to handle i n n o v a t i v e fare s t r u c t u r e s . 
- - P o t e n t i a l f o r automatic entry with coded t r a n s f e r s ( d u r i n g peak periods 
at s e l e c t e d l o c a t i o n s ) . 
— P o t e n t i a l f o r automatic entry f o r those u s i n g reduced fare and o f f -
peak fare t i c k e t s . 

P o t e n t i a l f o r f a r e s or passes which provide a combined TATOA/TTC r i d e 
o r p a r k i n g fee/TTC r i d e . 
—Removes the token from c i r c u l a t i o n thereby e l i m i n a t i n g c o n f l i c t with 
coinage, both f o r e i g n and domestic. 
—More e f f e c t i v e monitoring of fare payment. 
—Reduced weight and bulk of fare media to be d i s t r i b u t e d and processed. 
—Reduced packaging c o s t s . 
— E l i m i n a t i o n of hoarding. 
—Improved c o u n t e r f e i t c o n t r o l . 
--Improved c o l l e c t i o n and flow of management i n f o r m a t i o n . 
—Improvement i n s e c u r i t y - r e l a t e d c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 
The proposed M a g n e t i c a l l y Encoded T i c k e t System would u t i l i z e a t i c k e t 
stock somewhat l a r g e r than the present TTC t i c k e t with a magnetic oxide 
s t r i p on one s i d e which can be used to encode up to 60 characters of 
d i g i t a l i n f o r m a t i o n . On the reverse s i d e r e g u l a r t i c k e t i nformation would 
be p r i n t e d . Adult t i c k e t s , concession t i c k e t s , t r a n s f e r s and monthly pass 
coupons co u l d a l l be p r i n t e d on MET t i c k e t stock. Tokens and the current 
t i c k e t s would be d i s c o n t i n u e d . E x i s t i n g entrance t u r n s t i l e s and high 
gates would be modified to accept and t r a n s p o r t MET t i c k e t s and pass 
coupons past a reading head so that passengers could gain automatic entry 
to the subway system. The equipment design and l o g i c would permit the use 
of d i f f e r e n t t i c k e t s , passes, e t c . i n the same t u r n s t i l e ; f o r example, 
both f u l l f a r e and off-peak t i c k e t s could be accepted during c e r t a i n 
hours. 
Fare c o l l e c t i o n procedures on s u r f a c e v e h i c l e s would be the same as at 
present, except t h s t tokens would no longer be used. A l l adult s i n g l e 
r i d e t i c k e t s , b e i n g magnetically encoded, could be used f o r entry through 
a l l t u r n s t i l e s and high gates ( i n unattended entrances) as w e l l as i n 
c o l l e c t o r s ' and v e h i c l e fareboxes as at present. While concession fare 
t i c k e t s could be m a g n e tically encoded and accepted i n the automatic t u r n 
s t i l e nearest to the c o l l e c t o r , i t i s not proposed to consider t h i s u n t i l 
a l a t e r stage of the program. Pass users would enter the subway through 
automatic t u r n s t i l e s and high gates i n peak p e r i o d s . At off-peak times 
they would pass the c o l l e c t o r as an i d e n t i t y check. 
The system would have the c a p a c i t y to accept m a g n e t i c a l l y encoded t r a n s 
f e r s at s t a t i o n s which do not have automatic t r a n s f e r f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
persons t r a n s f e r r i n g from s u r f a c e v e h i c l e s to the subway. It i s proposed 
that t h i s feature of the system not be i n t r o d u c e d u n t i l i t s e f f e c t on 
passengers and on operations can be determined. 
Magnetic encoding on t i c k e t s and programming of t u r n s t i l e l o g i c would 
permit the use of both o l d and new adult t i c k e t s f o r a l i m i t e d p e r i o d 
a f t e r a fare change, as a d e t e r r e n t to hoarding. A f t e r the l i m i t e d 
p e r i o d , the o l d t i c k e t s would no longer actuate t u r n s t i l e s . Fare p o l i c y 
innovations such as off-peak f a r e s could e a s i l y be accomodated i n the MET 
system. However, f a r e - b y - d i s t a n c e could not be implemented without the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of extensive a d d i t i o n a l equipment i n c l u d i n g e x i t t u r n s t i l e s 
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with t i c k e t reading c a p a b i l i t y and memory, s t a t i o n encoding l o g i c i n 
entrance t u r n s t i l e s , e t c . 
The estimated c a p i t a l cost f o r f u l l implementation of the MET System i s 
approximately $7 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s (based on 1980 e s t i m a t e s ) . The net 
i n c r e a s e d o p e r a t i n g costs of the system, not i n c l u d i n g d e p r e c i a t i o n , are 
expected to be approximately $300,000 per anniim. T b i s cost would be 
roughly o f f s e t by the e l i m i n a t i o n of revenue l o s s e s from boarding. 
While the M a g n e t i c a l l y Encoded T i c k e t System could handle a Metropass, 
•there i s concern r e g a r d i n g p u b l i c acceptance and the o v e r a l l s e c u r i t y as 
the nass would n e c e s s a r i l y be much s m a l l e r than the present s i z e . The 
Commission has been f o l l o w i n g the use by the MBTA i n Boston of a 'swipe-
th r u ' reader f o r passes which operates with a c r e d i t card s i z e pass and 
has the b e n e f i t of not r e q u i r i n g the pass to leave the passenger's hand. 
A passenger simply s l i d e s h i s pass through a s l o t as he enters a t u r n 
s t i l e and, i f the pass i s v a l i d , the t u r n s t i l e unlocks. T h is i s a very 
simple reading mechanism with no moving p a r t s and has the advantage that 
the passenger r e t a i n s possession of h i s pass and does not have to s u r r e n 
der i t to a machine. I f u l t i m a t e l y proven s u c c e s s f u l , t h i s type of equip
ment may be l e s s complex, more acceptable to the p u b l i c f o r passes, and 
p o s s i b l y provide a g r e a t e r throughput of passengers per t u r n s t i l e . 
T e s t i n g of t h i s equipment i s considered appropriate, as the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f Metropass has reduced somewhat the convenience of those pass holders 
who p r e v i o u s l y entered the system with tokens. 
The t e s t program, i n a d d i t i o n to the i n s t a l l a t i o n of up to 24 MET t u r n 
s t i l e s , w i l l a c c o r d i n g l y i n v o l v e the use of s i x 'swipe-thru' readers, 
which would see s e r v i c e during rush hours at c e r t a i n h e a v i l y used 
subway s t a t i o n s . 
In summary, the p r o j e c t would t e s t i n revenue s e r v i c e , using adult s i n g l e 
t r i p MET t i c k e t s and monthly passes, the key components of the NfET System 
and the 'swipe-thru' readers. The estimated c a p i t a l cost of the exper
imental i n s t a l l a t i o n would be $800,000. At the c o n c l u s i o n of the t e s t 
program (the length of which has not been s p e c i f i e d ) i t s r e s u l t s would be 
analyzed and a d e c i s i o n made by tbe Commission as to whether or not to 
proceed with f u l l system implementation. 

M O R E 
• Red and cream on the way out: I t i*s now o f f i c i a l that the red, black, 
grey and white l i v e r y used on the CLRV's w i l l become the standard TTC 
paint scheme f o r s u r f a c e v e h i c l e s . On A p r i l 7th the Commission adopted a 
s t a f f recommendation that a l l buses and t r o l l e y coaches be p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
r e p a i n t e d i n the new c o l o u r s , which were o r i g i n a l l y approved i n J u l y , 
1976 f o r a p p l i c a t i o n to the new s t r e e t c a r s . The red and cream b a s i c 
c o l o u r combination, which i n Toronto dates from the d e l i v e r y of the f i r s t 
P eter Witts i n August, 1921 (and which was at one time used by many 
t r a n s i t systems), has thus been terminated a f t e r 60 years. To many 
t r a n s i t fans, the TTC w i l l simply no longer be the same system under any 
other l i v e r y . However, as long as PCC cars continue to operate there w i l l 
be a reminder of the o l d order, as the d e c i s i o n to adopt the new colour 
scheme incl u d e s an e x p l i c i t exception i n r e l a t i o n to these cars. The 
Commission r e p o r t on the matter contains the f o l l o w i n g r a t h e r c r y p t i c 
statement: " I t i s not proposed to r e p a i n t the remaining PCC cars as they 
are due f o r replacement commencing i n 1983, as s e t out i n the Five-Year 
C a p i t a l Works Budget". As an e d i t o r i a l comment on the new l i v e r y , i t i s 
g r a t i f y i n g to note that the TTC has r e s i s t e d the tendency, which has 
a f f l i c t e d so much of the t r a n s i t i n d u s t r y , to r e s o r t to p s y c h e d e l i c or 



14 MAY 1981 

"super-graphics" v e h i c l e p a i n t schemes. While one might wish that the 
area around the windows i n the new scheme be something other than bl a c k , 
tbe l i v e r y has tbe b a s i c v i r t u e of f o l l o w i n g tbe l i n e s of tbe v e h i c l e , 
with tbe various c o l o u r elements used i n appropriate p r o p o r t i o n s . A l s o , 
tbe c l a s s i c " f l y i n g keystone" h e r a l d , c o n t a i n i n g tne even more time 
honoured TTC monogram, has h a p p i l y been r e t a i n e d . 
• I t i s r e p o r t e d that two A-8 c l a s s PCC's w i l l be s e l e c t e d f o r convers
ion i n t o a r a i l g r i n d i n g t r a i n to be permanently assigned to the 
Scarborough LRT l i n e , although i t s o p e r a t i n g range w i l l presumably be 
g r e a t l y broadened i n the f u t u r e with the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a d d i t i o n a l LRT 
l i n e s . T h i s would reduce the f l e e t of heavy r e b u i l d cars a v a i l a b l e f o r 
passenger s e r v i c e to 170. 
• CLRV 4020 has been equipped with a set of modified PCC car wheels i n 
an attempt to suppress the v i b r a t i o n s which have a f f e c t e d the occupants 
of b u i l d i n g s adjacent to routes on which the cars have been o p e r a t i n g 
( f o r some unaccountable reason, most of the complaints r e l a t i v e to 
v i b r a t i o n s from the cars have been coming from the east end of the c i t y ) . 
• As of A p r i l 20th two l i n e s of new overhead poles (wood on the north 
s i d e and p r e - c a s t concrete on the south s i d e ) as w e l l as s e v e r a l span 
wires had been e r e c t e d on St. C l a i r Avenue West between Keele S t r e e t and 
Maybank Avenue. These are i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the r e l o c a t i o n of Keele 
Loop to the i n t e r s e c t i o n of St. C l a i r and Maybank and the track extens
ion to the l a t t e r p o i n t , on wbich c o n s t r u c t i o n i s expected to commence 
i n J u l y . On an adjacent page are shown a niimber of the loop l o c a t i o n s 
which were d i s c u s s e d among the TTC, the M e t r o p o l i t a n Roads and T r a f f i c 
Department, the C i t y of Toronto and the P r o v i n c i a l M i n i s t r y of Trans
p o r t a t i o n and Communications; Scbeme 4 was that e v e n t u a l l y chosen, 
although, i f the sketches are considered to be at l e a s t approximately to 
s c a l e , the loop l o c a t i o n w i l l be much f u r t h e r west of Keele S t r e e t than 
i n d i c a t e d . Those readers who are f a m i l i a r with the l o c a t i o n w i l l r e a l 
i z e that Scheme 2, i n p a r t i c u l a r , would bave been sometbing of an oper
a t i n g d i s a s t e r . 
• A second l i n e of westbound t r o l l e y coach overhead has been i n s t a l l e d 
on Davenport Rd. between a p o i n t about 100 feet west of Bedford Rd. 
and Dupont St. Tbe new overbead approacbes tbe Davenport-Dupont i n t e r 
s e c t i o n over tbe t r a f f i c lane c l o s e s t to tbe centre l i n e of tbe s t r e e t 
and tbus f a c i l i t a t e s tbe l e f t turn movement to Dupont St. f o r Annette 
coacbes on t b e i r r e g u l a r route and f o r Bay coaches r e t u r n i n g to Lans
downe D i v i s i o n . A power on-off switch i s used at the point of d i v e r 
gence of the two westbound l i n e s (power on to s e t switcb f o r curve to 
l e f t turn lane, and power o f f to reset f o r s t r a i g b t (Bay route l o o p ) . 
Tbe Bay and Annette routes were d i e s e l i z e d on Sunday, A p r i l 26 wbile 
f i n a l adjustments to tbe overbead were made. 
• The TTC i s co-operating with the M u n i c i p a l i t y of M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto 
and the C i t y of Toronto i n a major " C e n t r a l Area T r a f f i c Management 
Study" which w i l l examine a v a r i e t y of proposals f o r r a d i c a l changes i n 
the way downtown movement i s handled. One of tbese p r o p o s a l s , which i s 
scheduled f o r d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n the near f u t u r e , i s f o r the estab
lishment of t r a n s i t malls on one or both of Queen and King S t r e e t s between 
U n i v e r s i t y Avenue and Church S t r e e t . The t r a n s i t m a l l s , s i m i l a r to that 
planned on Main S t r e e t i n downtown B u f f a l o , would be r e s t r i c t e d to s t r e e t 
cars, p e d e s t r i a n s and emergency v e b i c l e s . 
• Another study i n which the TTC has been i n v o l v e d i s tbe M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Toronto T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Energy Study, designed to determine the extent of 
the energy problem and i t s l i k e l y e f f e c t s on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n Metro
p o l i t a n Toronto. Tbe f i r s t report on tbe study makes no d e f i n i t i v e 
proposals but seeks a u t b o r i t y f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of a "package of energy 
conservation measures f o r the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e c t o r s u i t a b l e f o r sbort 
term a c t i o n " , as w e l l as f o r longer term a n a l y s i s of land use/transpor-
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Light rail transit vehicle (Articulated). 

Above are an e l e v a t i o n and s e a t i n g p l a n f o r the prototype a r t i c u l a t e d 
CLRV to be c o n s t r u c t e d t h i s year f o r the Urban T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Development C o r p o r a t i o n . Dimensions are given i n m i l l i m e t r e s . The car 
w i l l be 72.7 f e e t long ever a n t i c l i m b e r s , and truck centres ( c u t e r 
t r u c k s ) w i l l bave a 5 0 - f c c t spacing. S e a t i n g c a p a c i t y w i l l be 62. 

^ ^ 

Only two of tbe nine TTC A-11 c l a s s 
cars wbicb were s o l d to C l e v e l a n d 
remain i n r e g u l a r s e r v i c e , and only i n 
weekday rush hours. The problem witb the 
cars has been t h e i r r u s t e d frames, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y at the f r o n t end, and they have net been able to take the 
pounding i n v o l v e d i n the high speed running on the Shaker Rapid, d e s p i t e 
the f a c t t h a t the RTA welded the frames as w e l l as they could. A l l of 
the cars are s t o r e d at the W a r r e n s v i l l e - V a n Aken yard. I t seems c e r t a i n 
that one of the Toronto cars w i l l be preserved, probably on the Columbia 
Park and Scuth-Western. RTA r e c e i v e d a new Japanese b u i l t l i n e car d u r i n g 
1980 as w e l l as a new centre-cab d i e s e l locomotive. Old l i n e car OX has 
been rendered s u r p l u s , although i t s t i l l runs w e l l and can be used as a 
spare locomotive. The A u t h o r i t y has i n d i c a t e d that i t i s aware of the 
u n i t ' s h i s t o r i c a l value and a museum w i l l get i t e v e n t u a l l y . 
The Van Aken l i n e was shut down on March 29th f o r the r e b u i l d i n g program; 
Green Road and the l i n e from East 55th S t . to Shaker Square are almost 
f i n i s h e d . The new shops are w e l l under way, with grading, trackwork and 
the s u p e r s t r u c t u r e of most of the b u i l d i n g s t a k i n g shape; however, the 
program i s becoming begged down because of F e d e r a l budget cuts. 

--Dave McKay 
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tation/energy consumption r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The re p o r t does r e v e a l that 
a l t e r n a t i v e f u t u r e r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s f o r the Toronto area are be i n g 
compared from an energy p o i n t - o f - v i e w . I t a l s o i n d i c a t e s the r e l a t i v e 
energy e f f i c i e n c y of e x i s t i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n modes on two bases: (1) 
c o n s i d e r i n g both d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t energy consumption and (2) d i r e c t 
energy consumption only ( d i s c o u n t i n g that expended i n permanent way and 
v e h i c l e c o n s t r u c t i o n and maintenance). The ranking (most e f f i c i e n t to 
l e a s t e f f i c i e n t ) under (1) i s as f o l l o w s : 1. T r o l l e y Coach 2. Subway 
3. S t r e e t Car 4. D i e s e l Bus 5. Commuter R a i l 6. Vanpool 7. P r i v a t e 
Automobile. 
Under (2) above, c o n s i d e r i n g only the energy expended i n o p e r a t i o n s , the 
ranking i s as f o l l o w s : 1. Subway 2. S t r e e t Car 3. T r o l l e y Coach 4. D i e s e l 
Bus 5. Commuter R a i l 6. Vanpool 7. P r i v a t e Automobile. 
• M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto's Development Committee, on March 19th, adopted a 
Pla n n i n g s t a f f r e p o r t which, c a l l s f o r a c c e l e r a t e d r a p i d t r a n s i t p l a n n i n g 
by M e t r o p o l i t a n C o u n c i l and the TTC. The M e t r o p o l i t a n O f f i c i a l Plan, 
which was adopted as r e c e n t l y as October, 1980, f a i l s to show any new 
r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e s beyond the Scarborpugh LRT l i n e ; a f a c i l i t y on 
E g l i n t o n Avenue, shown i n e a r l i e r d r a f t s of the p l a n , had been d e l e t e d 
p a r t l y because of a $600 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t e d cost but p r i n c i p a l l y because 
of the o p p o s i t i o n o f l o c a l m u n i c i p a l c o u n c i l s which f e a r i n t e n s i v e 
development pressure, as a r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e on that alignment might 
b r i n g . The s t a f f r e p o r t says that d e l e t i o n o f the l i n e from the plan was 
a mistake, but that a new east-west l i n e c ould be l o c a t e d on any of 
E g l i n t o n , Sheppard or F i n c h Avenues, c o s t i n g i n the order of $1 b i l l i o n 
(the P r o v i n c e pays 75%) under any of these a l t e r n a t i v e s . I t i s d i f f i c u l t 
to see how an a l l - s u r f a c e LRT l i n e on the Hydro right-of-way p a r a l l e l i n g 
F i n c h Avenue c o u l d have anything l i k e the same costs as a grade separated 
(probably subway) l i n e on E g l i n t o n Avenue, The s t a f f r e p o r t p o i n t e d 
out that, as i t takes s i x to e i g h t years to plan and c o n s t r u c t a r a p i d 
t r a n s i t l i n e , i t i s imperative that the TTC be given d i r e c t i o n on future 
r a p i d t r a n s i t c o n s t r u c t i o n . The r e p o r t i n d i c a t e d f u r t h e r that TTC r i d e r -
s h i p i s i n c r e a s i n g more r a p i d l y than had been a n t i c i p a t e d ; the p r o j e c t i o n 
f o r 1981 passenger c a r r y i n g i s 375 m i l l i o n , up 9% from the 366.4 m i l l i o n 
of 1980 which i t s e l f was the year of hi g h e s t TTC patronage to date, up 
20.2 m i l l i o n from 1979. 
• The east-west r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e mentioned i n the l a s t item may 
u l t i m a t e l y connect with another new t r a n s i t l i n e — a n i n t r a m u r a l ICTS l i n e 
at Toronto I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . In connection with plans to c o n s t r u c t 
a t h i r d t e r m i n a l at that f a c i l i t y , the Fe d e r a l Government i s r e p o r t e d l y 
c o n s i d e r i n g adoption of UTDC's t r a n s i t system f o r moving a i r passengers 
between the three t e r m i n a l s . This i s one a p p l i c a t i o n i n which use of the 
dinky t r a i n s may make some sense. 

the new l ^ ^ f l timetable 
BY D A L E W I L S O N 

ystem F o l d e r Number 227 i s VlA's o f f i c i a l d e s i g n a t i o n f o r the new 
s p r i n g and summer schedules and there are two major changes to be 
'noted as compared with the pre v i o u s document. 

In co-operation with AMTRAK, VIA i s now o f f e r i n g a Toronto-New York 
C i t y through s e r v i c e , i n d a y l i g h t hours, by way of Niagara F a l l s and 
B u f f a l o . Since the new t r a i n , dubbed the Maple Leaf, i s equipped with 
new AMTRAK r o l l i n g stock, perhaps a few more Canadians w i l l begin ask
i n g the p o l i t i c i a n s i n Ottawa awkward questions about the age of 
Canadian passenger c a r s . Using the Maple Leaf, i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r the 
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r a i l f a n to make a Toronto to Rochester and r e t u r n t r i p with a l a y o v e r 
of about 90 minutes i n the l a t t e r c i t y . Another p o s s i b i l i t y i s a 
Toronto-Montreal-New York loop t r i p u s i n g e i t h e r the Adirondack or the 
Montrealer as w e l l as the Maple Leaf. The coming of t h i s new t r a i n 
means the end of RDC s e r v i c e between Toronto and B u f f a l o on the former 
TH&B L i n e , an event to gladden CP R a i l ' s corporate h e a r t . 
The second major change i s that the Super C o n t i n e n t a l and the Canadian 
w i l l operate independent of one another as f a r west as Winnipeg, 
although passenger t r a n s f e r w i l l be p o s s i b l e i n the Sudbury area by 
means of a complicated, three-way, bus s h u f f l e i n v o l v i n g Sudbury CP, 
Sudbury J u n c t i o n (CN) and Capreol. I t seems that i n doing t h i s , VIA 
r e f u s e s to see that one r a t h e r important reason f o r people r i d i n g 
t r a i n s i s to a v o i d bus t r a v e l . Even l o n g - d i s t a n c e , through t r a v e l l e r s 
may be r e q u i r e d to take a bus, f i r s t t h i n g i n the morning or l a s t 
t h i n g at n i g h t , depending on t r a v e l d i r e c t i o n , i f they r e a l l y do want 
p a r t i c u l a r accommodation to a p a r t i c u l a r d e s t i n a t i o n , or i f they are 
l a t e g e t t i n g r e s e r v a t i o n s on these s p a c e - l i m i t e d t r a i n s . The use of a 
suburban s t a t i o n f o r the Toronto t r a i n (the Super) to and from 
Sudbury has a l r e a d y brought newspaper c r i t i c i s m i n the N i c k e l B e l t . 

At Winnipeg, the times f o r the Canadian have been changed j u s t enough 
to be annoying. One hopes that there were e x c e l l e n t o p e r a t i o n a l 
reasons f o r t h i s . Apart from the Sudbury s h u f f l e and the minor time 
change mentioned above,, the t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l s e r v i c e i s v i r t u a l l y 
i d e n t i c a l to what has been i n o p e r a t i o n over the past winter. 

There are a great number of minor changes and f o r the most pa r t they 
are p o s i t i v e and allow VIA to do a b e t t e r job. The only "bad" news i s 
the s l i g h t hike i n f a r e s almost across the board, although t h i s 
shouldn't s u r p r i s e anyone i n t h i s day and age. 
The i n n e r covers are decorated w i t h c o l o u r f u l sketches of the accomm
odations a v a i l a b l e and i t i s to be hoped that temperature c o n t r o l i n 
the s l e e p i n g spaces w i l l be r e g u l a t e d so that passengers w i l l be as 
happy as the srawings i n d i c a t e . Due to the t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t r a i n s 
changing t h e i r o p e r a t i o n on June 1 r a t h e r than as soon as t h i s document 
was i s s u e d , t h e i r schedules r e q u i r e complete d u p l i c a t i o n - a matter of 
s e v e r a l pages. This should pose no problem i f t r a v e l l e r s w i l l read the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s and i n d i c a t i o n s on each page.^ 
" P r o t e c t your b i k e " i s the slogan on a small ad promoting the s a l e of 
b i c y c l e boxes at baggage rooms. Su r e l y t h i s says something about the 
changing nature of the r a i l passenger. 
More emphasis i s given to the H a l i f a x - S t . John s e r v i c e s , although no 
t r a i n s are being added at t h i s time. I t i s presumed that VIA i s attempt
ing to c a p i t a l i z e on i n c r e a s e d r i d e r s h i p i n t h i s c o r r i d o r over the past 
year. Rumours have been heard that t h i s route may see LRC equipment -
sometime. A l s o i n the Maritimes, a Sunday schedule change f o r a 
Campbellton-Moncton t r a i n shows t h a t someone at VIA continues to t h i n k 
of the weekend t r a v e l l e r . At f i r s t glance, bus s e r v i c e i n PEl seems to 
have i n c r e a s e d , but f u r t h e r examination shows t h i s not to be so and 
that a l l connections with r a i l t r a n s p o r t are now at Amherst, Nova 
S c o t i a . 
In Quebec, there are s m a l l a l t e r a t i o n s - h o p e f u l l y f o r good reason - i n 
the Quebec/Montreal-Senneterre s e r v i c e . For the siimmer a t r a i n has been 
added between Quebec and Chambord, as i s the case on weekends f o r the 
Montreal-Mont L a u r i e r route. 
There have been some t i m i n g changes f o r the Montreal-Ottawa t r a i n s , 
apparently a response to a c t u a l t r a f f i c p a t t e r n s . VlA-1 s e r v i c e i s 
p resented a l i t t l e more prominently i n t h i s schedule, an a p p r o p r i a t e 
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move s i n c e VIA seems s e r i o u s about competing with A i r Ugly f o r the 
businessman's t r a v e l d o l l a r . The Toronto-Sarnia and Toronto-London 
c o r r i d o r s see a change and an a d d i t i o n . T r a i n s 87 and 82 between 
Toronto and S a r n i a become 681 and 682 r e s p e c t i v e l y , u s i n g RDC's now 
r a t h e r than conventional equipment and thus g i v i n g a s l i g h t l y f a s t e r 
t r i p . RDC-equipped t r a i n s 669 and 670 between Toronto and London have 
been added, g i v i n g F r i d a y and Sunday l a t e afternoon or evening depart
ures f o r e i t h e r d e s t i n a t i o n - another r e f l e c t i o n of e f f e c t i v e l y d e a l i n g 
with the weekend t r a v e l business. An RDC-equipped t r a i n has disappeared 
from the Toronto-Niagara F a l l s schedule but has been r e p l a c e d with the 
aforementioned Maple Leaf. Although there are no changes, the r o u t i n g 
of t r a i n s through e i t h e r O r i l l i a or Beaverton on t h e i r way between 
Toronto and Cochrane-Kapuskasing has been made much more obvious in 
t h i s e d i t i o n . 
The r e i n s t a t e d RDC t r a i n between Sudbury and White River i s there i n a l l 
i t s g l o r y , three times a week u n t i l May 31 and s i x times a week a f t e r 
t h a t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y tbe Canadian, wbich covers e x a c t l y the same route 
at almost tbe same time, i s s t i l l l i s t e d as having " c o n d i t i o n a l s t o p s " 
at the same pl a c e s that tbe RDC serves, and t b i s does seem to be very 
poor p r a c t i c e . Tbe Capreol-ttornepayne fishemien's s p e c i a l returns to i t s 
three times a week schedule t h i s summer, as does the Camper's S p e c i a l 
on F r i d a y and Sunday between Winnipeg and F a r l a n e , Ontario, an oper
a t i o n that was f a c i n g i t s end and was saved through p o s i t i v e a c t i o n by 
r i d e r s . 
A number of bus s e r v i c e s between Saskatoon and Hudson Bay or The Pas 
have disappeared from t h i s document, which i s strange given VlA's 
s t a t e d p o l i c y of attempting to co-ordinate road and r a i l s e r v i c e s . 
There i s one bus added f o r the summer, however, between Jasper and 
Banff, no doubt g i v i n g a new dimension to the J a p a n e s e t o u r i s t wishing 
a look at both the CP and CN mountains! B r i t i s h Columbia Railway 
s e r v i c e has been cut back, probably because of l o s s e s i n v o l v e d . Three 
RDC's acq u i r e d from AMTRAK were never p a i n t e d i n BCR l i v e r y and 
r e p o r t e d l y have been s o l d to VIA. 
In the l a s t s e c t i o n of the t i m e table, devoted to AMTRAK and connecting 
s e r v i c e s , the Montreal t r a i n s both show s l i g h t m o d i f i c a t i o n s i n timing 
that the frequent t r a v e l l e r would f i n d bothersome. Were these changes 
made j u s t f o r the sake of change? 
Then there are the things which haven't been changed but should have 
been. Footnotes remain i n the back of the timetable r a t h e r than beside 
or below the schedules to which they r e f e r . The Calgary-Edmonton RDC 
s t i l l depends f o r amenities on vending machines i n Red Deer s t a t i o n 
and continues using the South Edmonton s t a t i o n . Lest Albertans t h i n k 
they are the only ones s i n g l e d out by VIA f o r second c l a s s c i t i z e n 
s t a t u s , there i s the case of Quebec (St. Foy) where the downtown 
s t a t i o n i n the c a p i t a l of the country's second most populated province 
i s n ' t used at a l l . The delays i n Winnipeg and Calgary continue, perhaps 
u n d e r l i n i n g an i n a b i l i t y to keep schedules without these cushions. It 
i s strange that VIA would p e r c e i v e a t r a v e l l e r as one who wishes to 
t r a v e l r a t h e r than stay s t i l l . For those who wish to sample the 
d e l i g h t s of b e a u t i f u l downtown Winnipeg or Calgary, s u r e l y stopover 
p r i v i l e g e s are s t i l l p o s s i b l e . 
Much of the country continues to be without i n t e r c i t y t r a i n s , d e s p i t e 
the pretense that a t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l t r a i n on a 2,800 mile schedule can 
do the job. T h i s i s a f a u l t of our e l e c t e d (by us) r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n 
Ottawa f o r f a i l u r e to provide VIA with enough c a p i t a l funds to do the 
job; and i n both Ottawa and the Provinces f o r keeping f u e l and l i c e n c e 
costs low enough that highway t r a v e l i s not yet p e r c e i v e d as an 
opulent luxury. 
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CP CP R a i l 
Rail 

10 Year Locomotive Program 

D i e s e l Units Remanufactured: 1980 Program 

Compiled by Raymond L. Kennedy (Revised 4-81) 

GMD 

Model Class Number Ex U n i t T i e d -Up Out-Shopped Notes 

G '9 DS- 17 1512 8510 *Jan, 1- 80 0-June 27-80 A 
1513 8512 *Jan. 1- 80 0-Aug. 28-80 B 
1514 8627 Mar. 11- 80 0-Sep. 19-80 
1515 8545 May 14- 80 0-Nov. 25-80 C 
1516 8509 June 20- 80 0-Dec. 13-80 
1517 8486 Aug. 26- 80 0-Jan. 13-81 

f 1518 8539 Sep. 4- 80 0-Feb. 13-81 

GP9 + r 1691 8832 Mar. 11- 80 0-Oct. 30-80 D 

GP7 DS- 15 1500 8412 June 19- 80 0-Dec. 23-80 
1501 8409 Aug. 9- 80 0-Dec. 31-80 E 

MLW RS-18 DRS-18 1800 8794 Mar. 25- 80 A- Oct. 2- 80 
1801 8764 Apr. 23- 80 A- Oct. 22- 80 
1802 8746 June 3- 80 A- Nov. 5- 80 
1803 8762 Aug. 15- 80 A- Nov. 17- 80 
1804 8740 Sep. 18- 80 A- Dec. 3- 80 
1805 8755 Sep. 26- 80 A- Dec. 18- 80 

NOTES : 0=Ogden Shop, Calgary. 
A=Angus Shop, Montreal 

* A r b i t r a r y date. Beginning of Program assumed to he o f f i c i a l l y 
January 1, 1980. 

+ 26L brake equipped. 

A - F i r e damaged Feb. 6-79 Golden B.C. ( T i e d Up Feb. 6-79). 
O r i g i n a l l y h e l d f o r complete r e - w i r i n g e t c . ($54,000). 

B - F i r e damaged, J u l y 15-79, Revelstoke, B.C. (Tied Up Aug.22-79), 
O r i g i n a l l y h e l d f o r complete r e - w i r i n g e t c . ($54,000). 

C - Minor c o l l i s i o n 4-24-80 with 8485-8495 A l y t h Yard. 
D - F i r e damaged, Feb. 13-80, C o a l h u r s t , A l t a . 
F - Minor f i r e damage, J u l y 1-80, A l y t h Yard. 

• 
8510 and 8512 had steam generator removed account chop nose 
m o d i f i c a t i o n . 8509 had S.G. removed p r e v i o u s l y . 
O r i g i n a l l y 8501-8529 were S.G. equipped. 
8511 and 8512 were re-geared from 65 mph to 89 mph. May 1960 -
Only CPR RS u n i t s geared f o r passenger s e r v i c e . 

P r e v i o u s l y r e b u i l t u n i t s 8492, 8518, 8530, 8615, 8619, 
could be c o n s i d e r e d p i l o t u n i t s from which the present program 
of remanufacturing evolved. 

1966, 
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As late as Nov. 10, 1959, part of the NYC's Great Steel Fleet was s t i l l 
hauled by Hudson locomotives, in t h i s case CPR 2857. The magnificent 
engine, which was to p u l l the UCRS Pt. McNlcoll excursion on June 5, 
1960, has j u s t powered the overnight t r a i n from New York on the l a s t 
leg of i t s journey, between Hamilton and Toronto. Photographed at 
Sunnyslde Station, Toronto, by Jim Brown. . . ^, „ . . n „ „ 4 - 4 ^ r , 

•' ' --John Thompson c o l l e c t i o n 

New York Central GP7's 5792 and 5793, wearing the Water Level Route's 
a t t r a c t i v e "Lightning S t r i p e " black, white and grey l i v e r y , move TH&B 
Train 379 along near Grimsby Centre, Ontario, May 9, 1955. The consist 
of the t r a i n , which ran between Buffalo and Toronto, l i k e l y included a 
Buffet-Parlour car. --Photo by Boh Sandusky 

A p a i r of VIA RDC's, s t i l l i n CP R a i l colours, pause at the TH&B's 
Hunter St. Station in Hamilton on a bright May morning i n 1980. Although 
the demise of t h i s t r a i n s p e l l s the end of passenger t r a i n s stopping 
at Hunter St., hopefully at some future date GO tra i n s w i l l make use of 
th i s spacious, well-kept, and conveniently-located s t a t i o n . 



^1. 

Torontonians ( i n c l u d i n g numerous UCRS members) had a preview of the 
'Maple L e a f on Apr. 8 when VIA and Amtrak located a display t r a i n , open 
to the p u b l i c , on Track 12 of Toronto Union Station. Note the new t r a i n 
shed, opened l a s t year, and the VIA symbol on the unit's nose. The 
consist included Amtrak F40PH 339, Amdinette 20217, Amcoach 21107, and 
Technical Training Car 1001 "Amtech" ( r e b u i l t from a conventional car). 

A TTC student Operator receives i n s t r u c t i o n in CLRV operation on the 
t r a i n i n g simulator located in the Operations Training Centre i n the 
H i l l c r e s t Administration B u i l d i n g . Coupler photo 

The CPR yard and mine buildings at Nephton, Ontario, end of the 
comparatively new branch l i n e from Havelock. August 1967. 
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FAREWELL TO THE TORONTO, HAMILTON AND BUFFALO LINE. 
BORN 30 MAY 1897. DIED 25 APRIL 1981. 

By John A. Maclean . ' 
The demise on 25 A p r i l 1981 of Tor o n t o - B u f f a l o D a y l i n e r s 321-370 and 
371-322 b r i n g s to a c l o s e a passenger s e r v i c e which, f o r a l l but 84 
years, played an important p a r t i n the t r a v e l h a b i t s of s e v e r a l gener
a t i o n s of l o c a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a v e l l e r s . The Toronto, Hamilton and 
B u f f a l o Line, as i t was known both o f f i c i a l l y and p o p u l a r l y , was ba r e l y 
one hundred miles long, yet r e q u i r e d the s e r v i c e s of three separate 
railway companies: the Canadian P a c i f i c , the Toronto, Hamilton and 
B u f f a l o , and the Michigan C e n t r a l , l a t e r New York C e n t r a l , then Penn 
C e n t r a l , f i n a l l y C o n r a i l . The f i r s t 40.20 miles, from Toronto to 
Hamilton, were operated by the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway; the next 37.57 
miles, from Hamilton to Welland, comprised the main l i n e of the 
Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Railway; while the remaining 25.30 miles, 
from Welland to B u f f a l o , were run o f f on the busy r a i l s of the Michigan 
C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d ' s C h i c a g o - D e t r o i t - B u f f a l o main l i n e . 
Tlie scope of the TESzB Railway's e a r l y passenger s e r v i c e between Water-
f o r d , Hamilton, Welland and B u f f a l o (the l a s t i n co-operation with the 
Michigan C e n t r a l ) was extended to in c l u d e Toronto f o l l o w i n g the 
gr a n t i n g on 9 A p r i l 1896 by the Grand Trunk Railway to the Canadian 
P a c i f i c Railway of trackage r i g h t s between Toronto and Hamilton, and 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Hamilton's west end of a short l i n k connecting the 
GTR and T H8 l B main l i n e s . Thus, with the announcement on 30 May 1897 of 
three d a i l y through t r a i n s between Toronto and B u f f a l o , was born the 
Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Line as an e n t i t y d i s t i n c t from the 
Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o RaiIway, which was only one of the three 
partners i n v o l v e d i n o p e r a t i n g the Line. 
At f i r s t r o l l i n g stock f o r the through t r a i n s was c o n t r i b u t e d by each 
of the three p r o p r i e t o r s while engines and crews were changed at both 
Hamilton and welland, but i n 1905 new cars of c l a s s i c wooden design 
were b u i l t e s p e c i a l l y f o r the Line by Canadian P a c i f i c ' s Angus Shops in 
Montreal, and at the same time the TH&B and MCRR pooled t h e i r engines 
and crews to run through between Hamilton and B u f f a l o . The CPR l a t e r 
added engines to the p o o l , e l i m i n a t i n g the change at Hamilton, and 
throughout the remainder of steam operation engines of a l l three 
companies ran through between Toronto and B u f f a l o . T r a i n and engine 
crews continued to change at Hamilton, however, and t h i s remained the 
case r i g h t to the end. 
Over the years, motive power development c l o s e l y followed that on other 
r a i l w a y s , from 4-4-0's through high-wheeled 4-6-0's to P a c i f i e s , aided 
i n l a t e r years by Hudsons. During through o p e r a t i o n of steam power, 
each railway was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a percentage of t o t a l engine mileage 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e to i t s route mileage: 39.06% by the CPR, 36.46^ by the 
TIIR-.R, and 24.48 by the MCRR. Records were kept of mileage a c t u a l l y 
performed, and assignments were a l t e r e d from time to time to conform, 
as c l o s e l y as p o s s i b l e , with the r e q u i r e d percentages on a monthly 
b a s i s . 
In common with other main l i n e s of the New York Central System, the 
Welland-Buffalo trackage was equipped f o r c a b - s i g n a l l i n g and automatic 
t r a i n c o n t r o l , and a l l engines o p e r a t i n g on i t were r e q u i r e d to be 
f i t t e d with the appropriate equipment. This was no problem f o r the 
Michigan C e n t r a l and i t s successors, as a l l i t s road engines were so 
equipped. Most main l i n e engines of the TH&B Railway were also equipped, 
p e r m i t t i n g them to operate beyond Welland i n both f r e i g h t and passenger 
s e r v i c e , but the CPR provided i t s e l f w i t h only a few s e t s of ATC equip
ment, which were f i t t e d to whichever engines were assigned to the pool 
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at the moment, and were t r a n s f e r r e d to other engines when assignments 
were changed. 
From the Twenties to the end of steam, the CPR's c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
pool u s u a l l y comprised a few heavy P a c i f i e s of the 2300 s e r i e s , the 
TH&B Railway had t h e i r three P a c i f i e s , numbers 11, 15 and 16, and l a t e r 
t h e i r two Hudsons, numbers 501 and 502, purchased from the New York 
C e n t r a l i n January 1948, while the NYC provided t h e i r share i n the form 
of P a c i f i e s and Hudsons drawn as r e q u i r e d from the many always to be 
found i n t h e i r B u f f a l o t e r m i n a l s . 
The c l a s s i c wooden passenger equipment was r e p l a c e d i n 1924 by e q u a l l y 
c l a s s i c heavyweight s t e e l baggage cars and coaches, some of which 
remained i n s e r v i c e u n t i l the abandonment of locomotive-hauled t r a i n s 
i n 1970. R o l l i n g stock of the Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Line was 
f i n i s h e d i n t r a d i t i o n a l CPR l i v e r y : maroon with black r o o f s and gold 
l e t t e r i n g , which l a s t i n c l u d e d the f u l l name, i n c l u d i n g the word " L i n e " 
i n l a r g e l e t t e r s , and the names of a l l three p a r t i c i p a t i n g railways i n 
s m a l l e r l e t t e r s below the windows: Canadian P a c i f i c / T o r o n t o , Hamilton 
and B u f f a l o / M i c h i g a n C e n t r a l . This l a s t was changed to New York C e n t r a l 
i n 1936 f o l l o w i n g the formal amalgamation of the MCRR and other 
s u b s i d i a r i e s i n t o the parent NYC R a i l r o a d . An e c c e n t r i c i t y of the 
l e t t e r i n g , otherwise of standard "railway Roman" s t y l e , was that l e t t e r s 
such as "A" and "H" having a h o r i z o n t a l crossbar had t h i s formed of two 
t h i n p a r a l l e l l i n e s , g i v i n g a d i s t i n c t i v e and q u a i n t l y o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
touch. The CPR had used t h i s s t y l e at one time on a l l passenger equip
ment, but i t was continued on TH&B Line cars long a f t e r i t had been 
abandoned by the parent company. 

A fe a t u r e of TH&B Line t r a i n s , unusual i n Canada, was that coaches had 
no smoking compartments: the Line followed the p r a c t i c e of i t s New York 
'Central parent by p r o v i d i n g completely separate coaches f o r smokers and 
non-smokers. The f i r s t coach on each t r a i n was set aside f o r a f f i c i o n -
•ados of the weed, while a l l the r e s t were reserved f o r those who d i d 
not wish to i n d u l g e . 
P r i o r to World War 11, p a r l o r cars and/or diner-lounge cars were 
c a r r i e d on a l l through t r a i n s , and there was a through p a r l o r car on 
the day t r a i n between Toronto and New York. Under wartime c o n d i t i o n s 
'these l u x u r i e s were reduced to a Canadian P a c i f i c c a f e - p a r l o r car on 
the morning t r a i n from Toronto, r e t u r n i n g on the l a s t t r a i n of the day 
from B u f f a l o , and a New York C e n t r a l diner-lounge on the s i x o'clock 
t r a i n from Toronto, r e t u r n i n g on the e a r l y morning t r a i n from B u f f a l o . 
An important f u n c t i o n of the TH&B Line during most of i t s l i f e was the 
h a n d l i n g of through s l e e p i n g cars between Toronto and major c i t i e s i n 
the eastern States reached by the New York C e n t r a l and i t s s u b s i d i a r 
i e s . D e s t i n a t i o n s i n c l u d e d Boston, Cleveland, New York C i t y and P i t t s 
burgh; a l s o p r i o r to the war, P h i l a d e l p h i a , reached by the secondary 
main l i n e of the Pennsylvania R a i l r o a d from B u f f a l o through W i l l i a m s -
port and H a r r i s b u r g . 
An unsual f e a t u r e of t h i s o p e r a t i o n was that i t was j o i n t between the 
Pullman Company and the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway, which owned and 
operated i t s own s l e e p i n g c a r s , and was thus e n t i t l e d to the revenue 
from the 40 miles between Toronto and Hamilton. S p e c i a l t i c k e t s were 
re q u i r e d , with separate coupons f o r each company, and the CPR had to 
provide car-miles amounting to a t i n y f r a c t i o n of the t o t a l . T h i s was 
u s u a l l y accomplished by r e p l a c i n g one Pullman car w i t h a CPR s l e e p e r 
on the T o r o n t o - P i t t s b u r g h run from time to time, u s u a l l y f o r about a 
week at a time u n t i l mileage was e q u a l i z e d . Thus i t was p o s s i b l e on 
occasion to see t r a d i t i o n a l CPR maroon b r i g h t e n i n g the smoky c i t y of 
P i t t s b u r g h , brave among the l i n e s of o l i v e green and Baltimore and Ohio 
r o y a l blue and gray which normally i n h a b i t e d the P&LE s t a t i o n . 
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The numbering of Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Line t r a i n s was com
p l i c a t e d , due to the need to maintain the t r a d i t i o n of odd numbers f o r 
westward t r a i n s , and even numbers f o r eastward. Toronto to Hamilton-
i s westward, while Hamilton to B u f f a l o i s eastward; thus each t r a i n had 
to change i t s number at Hamilton. A d d i t i o n a l l y , f o r many years a l l 
t r a i n s a l s o changed t h e i r numbers at Welland, although t h i s was not 
f o r c e d upon them by a change i n d i r e c t i o n . 
Here i s how i t worked: the TH&B Railway numbered the t r a i n s i n the 70 
and 80 s e r i e s , the CPR used s c a t t e r e d numbers i n the 700 and 800 
s e r i e s , w h ile the NYC added 300 to the TH&B numbers, as the low 
numbers would have d u p l i c a t e d those of other t r a i n s on a system as 
l a r g e as the New York C e n t r a l . To convert TH&B numbers to CP, the 
d i g i t "1" was added to the TH&B number from Toronto to Hamilton, 
while "2" was added from Hamilton to Toronto. Thus the morning t r a i n 
from Toronto to B u f f a l o was CP number 721 as f a r as Hamilton, TH&B 
number 72 from there to Welland, changing there to NYC 372. Returning, 
the l a s t t r a i n of the day from B u f f a l o to Toronto s t a r t e d l i f e as NYC 
number 383, changed i d e n t i t y at Welland to TH&B number 83, and at 
Hamilton changed d i r e c t i o n as w e l l as i d e n t i t y to CP number 832. T i c k e t 
and in f o r m a t i o n c l e r k s at Hamilton had no s o f t l i f e ; they might be 
asked f o r the same t r a i n by any one of three d i f f e r e n t numbers. 
Some s i m p l i f i c a t i o n came i n the e a r l y F o r t i e s when the TH&B Railway 
renumbered t h e i r p o r t i o n s of the through t r a i n s to conform with the 
NYC 300-series numbers, but t h i s was o f f s e t on 27 October 1957 when the 
CPR in d u l g e d i n a more-or-less system-wide renumbering of passenger 
t r a i n s , and assigned 300-series numbers to t h e i r Toronto-Hamilton 
t r a i n s , but not the same 300-series numbers as those used by the TH&B 
and the NYC. A v e s t i g e of t h i s system can be seen i n the numbers of 
the r e c e n t l y - d i s c o n t i n u e d D a y l i n e r s mentioned i n the f i r s t l i n e of t h i s 
a r t i c l e . 
T r a i n names played a sm a l l part i n the h i s t o r y of the TH&B Line, most 
of the t r a i n s l i v i n g out t h e i r l i v e s i n anonymity; however, i n the 
l a t e 1930's a l i t t l e c l a s s was added to the op e r a t i o n by naming the 
t r a i n c a r r y i n g most of the through s l e e p i n g cars out of Toronto, l e a v 
i n g at 8:30 p.m. or thereabouts, THE ONTARIAN. S u r p r i s i n g l y , t h i s 
d i s t i n c t i o n was not accorded the corresponding t r a i n b r i n g i n g most of 
the Pullmans back i n t o Toronto i n the morning. In a d d i t i o n , some of 
the other t r a i n s were o c c a s i o n a l l y r e f e r r e d to by the names borne by 
the New York C e n t r a l t r a i n s with which they connected at B u f f a l o , such 
as the ADVANCE EMPIRE STATE EXPRESS, but t h i s was s t r i c t l y u n o f f i c i a l . 
Major changes i n the o p e r a t i o n of the TH&B Line were i n f r e q u e n t . In 
the mid-1920's t r a i n s were t r a n s f e r r e d at B u f f a l o to the magnificent 
new C e n t r a l Terminal ( r e c e n t l y vacated by Amtrak) which had r e p l a c e d 
the s q u a l i d but more conveniently l o c a t e d downtown te r m i n a l on 
i^xchange S t r e e t . In 1933 was opened tbe extensive grade s e p a r a t i o n and 
m o d e r n i s t i c new s t a t i o n i n Hamilton, b u i l t on the same i d e a l downtown • 
s i t e as the o r i g i n a l s t a t i o n and of sucb advanced design that i t i s " 
d i f f i c u l t today to r e a l i z e tbat i t i s n e a r l y h a l f a century o l d . 
The passenger s e r v i c e improvements o r i g i n a t i n g i n the s t r e a m l i n e r age 
of the l a t e 1930's n e a r l y passed the TH&B Line by. About h a l f the 
coaches were a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d , and a few were given a small l a d i e s ' 
r e t i r i n g room at one end and semi-bucket type seats upholstered i n 
blue-gray m a t e r i a l , but other i n n o v a t i o n s of the e r a , such as b r i g h t 
i n t e r i o r c o l o u r schemes, improved l i g h t i n g , p i c t u r e windows and 
r e c l i n i n g s e a t s , were cons p i c i o u s by t h e i r absence. Dark i n t e r i o r wood
work, dim l i g h t i n g , small windows, walk-over seats and green plush 
remained the l o t of most TH&B Line coach passengers, and the cause of 
much c a u s t i c comment from passengers becoming used to the i n c r e a s i n g 
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creature comforts becoming common on most other passenger routes i n 
North America. 
In the depression days of the e a r l y T h i r t i e s the Line s e t t l e d down i n t o 
more than a q u a r t e r o f a century i n which l i t t l e changed, and i t i s i n 
t h i s form t h a t i t w i l l be remembered by the ma j o r i t y of r a i l f a n s and 
t r a v e l l e r s . Four through t r a i n s were pr o v i d e d d a i l y i n each d i r e c t i o n , 
l e a v i n g Toronto at 8:20 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 6:10 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., and 
l e a v i n g B u f f a l o at 4:55 a.m., 8:40 a.m., 3:05 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Exact 
times v a r i e d a l i t t l e over the years, o f course, but those shown, 
taken from the timetable e f f e c t i v e 25 September 1949, are t y p i c a l . 
Running time between Toronto Union S t a t i o n and B u f f a l o C e n t r a l Terminal 
averaged three hours and a quarter, with a few t r a i n s t a k i n g a l i t t l e 
l e s s and a few a l i t t l e more: the "speed k i n g " was the e a r l y morning 
one from B u f f a l o , i n an even three hours. 
Regular stops were made by a l l t r a i n s at Sunnyslde, Hamilton, Welland, 
Fort E r i e and Black Rock, and by a l l except the e a r l y morning job at 
the Terrace S t a t i o n at the foot of Delaware Ave. i n downtown B u f f a l o . 
A l l except the 8:30 p.m. from Toronto and the aforementioned e a r l y 
morning job would stop on f l a g at S m i t h v i l l e and Fenwick, while a few 
would a l s o make c o n d i t i o n a l or f l a g stops at G r a s s i e s and S t e v e n s v i l l e . 
Although the CPR was p r o h i b i t e d under i t s trackage r i g h t s agreement 
from c a r r y i n g passengers l o c a l l y between s t a t i o n s intermediate to 
Toronto and Hamilton, except Sunnyslde, they could and d i d stop at any 
s t a t i o n between Toronto and Hamilton by previous arrangement f o r the 
convenience o f passengers going to or r e t u r n i n g from p o i n t s beyond 
Hamilton and Toronto. The p r i n c i p a l s t a t i o n s i n t h i s area. Port C r e d i t , 
O a k v i l l e and B u r l i n g t o n , were l a t e r i n s e r t e d i n the timetable as 
c o n d i t i o n a l stops. 
Speaking of ti m e t a b l e s , there never was one that showed a l l t r a i n s and 
a l l s t a t i o n s on the TH&B Line i n a s i n g l e f o l d e r . The CPR showed the 
Line i n t h e i r Eastern Lines and complete system f o l d e r s , but the part 
beyond Hamilton was given i n condensed form, o m i t t i n g small s t a t i o n s 
and l o c a l t r a i n s operated by the TH&B and NYC. The TH&B Railway's 
f o l d e r showed a l l s t a t i o n s and a l l t r a i n s on t h e i r own l i n e , of course, 
and even i n c l u d e d the a d d i t i o n a l t r a i n s operated by the CPR between 
Toronto and Hamilton only, but omitted to i n d i c a t e that they a l l " 
stopped r e g u l a r l y at Sunnyslde, a busy and popular boarding and a l i g h t 
ing p o i n t i n Toronto's west end. The New York C e n t r a l , which never 
indulged the t r a v e l l i n g p u b l i c with a complete system timetable anyway, 
showed the through t r a i n s i n t h e i r a ppropriate l o c a l and r e g i o n a l 
f o l d e r s , but i n condensed form beyond t h e i r own l i n e . 
A f e a t u r e o f the TH&B Line from the e a r l y 1930's on was i t s involvement 
i n a number of co-ordinated t r a i n - b u s routes. A l l three t r a i n s each 
way which stopped at S m i t h v i l l e connected there with a bus to and from 
D u n n v i l l e operated by a c o n t r a c t o r to the TH&B Railway i n replacement 
of the former mixed t r a i n s e r v i c e on the S m i t h v i l l e - D u n n v i l l e branch. 
At Welland connections were made t h r i c e d a i l y w i t h a bus operated by 
Canada Coach Lines under c o n t r a c t with the New York C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d 
to and from Niagara F a l l s , O n t a r i o , Suspension Bridge and Niagara F a l l s , 
New York, a l s o r e p l a c i n g l o c a l t r a i n s e r v i c e . On both of these s e r v i c e s , 
guaranteed connections were made r i g h t at the railway s t a t i o n , and 
railway t i c k e t s were honoured on the buses. Timetable a l s o i n d i c a t e d 
bus connections between Welland and Port Colborne, but t h i s i n v o l v e d 
r e g u l a r l o c a l buses that happened to pass the end of the s t a t i o n p l a t 
form on t h e i r way from downtown Welland to Port Colborne; connections 
were not guaranteed, and railway t i c k e t s were not honoured. 
Scenic h i g h l i g h t of the Tor o n t o - B u f f a l o t r i p was, of course, the long 
climb up the face of the Niagara Escarpment east of Hamilton, a breath-
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t a k i n g panorama of the suburban sprawl and f r u i t - g r o w i n g b e l t of the 
Niagara P e n i n s u l a , with Lake Ontario i n the background s t r e t c h i n g to 
the h o r i z o n . As impressive by n i g h t as by day, t h i s view was f e a t u r e d 
i n a l y r i c a l write-up i n TH&B Railway timetables f o r years, but was 
never mentioned by e i t h e r of the other p a r t n e r s i n the L i n e . 
High p o i n t of the year f o r t r a i n watchers i n the Toronto and Hamilton 
areas was the Thursday evening before Good F r i d a y , when a mass exodus 
of denizens of both c i t i e s took p l a c e with the object of spending the 
E a s t e r h o l i d a y weekend i n New York C i t y . T r a v e l agents c h a r t e r e d 
whole t r a i n s of coaches and s l e e p e r s f o r t h e i r tour p a r t i e s , o p e r a t i n g 
as s e c t i o n s of the r e g u l a r 8:30 p.m. t r a i n from Toronto, and r e s u l t i n g , 
along with augmented independent t r a v e l , i n as many as seven s e c t i o n s 
"on the b l o c k " from Toronto to Welland, where some were d i v e r t e d by the 
New York C e n t r a l to t h e i r otherwise f r e i g h t - o n l y l i n e v i a Niagara 
F a l l s , O ntario to Suspension Bridge, thence v i a the F a l l s Road through 
Lockport and Medina to j o i n the main l i n e at Rochester, thus reducing 
congestion i n the B u f f a l o area. The r e t u r n of the r e v e l l e r s was l e s s 
concentrated, as some to u r p a r t i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s r eturned on Monday 
morning, while others, lucky enough to have E a s t e r Monday o f f work, d i d 
not r e t u r n u n t i l Tuesday morning. 
R a i l t r a v e l , o p e r a t i n g under crush c o n d i t i o n s during World War 11, 
continued at a high l e v e l f o r s e v e r a l years t h e r e a f t e r , and some 
improvements were made i n the f a c i l i t i e s o f f e r e d by the TH&B Line 
during t h i s p e r i o d . Through coaches were inaugurated between Toronto 
and New York on both the daytime and overnight runs: these were 
s u p p l i e d by the New York C e n t r a l from t h e i r l a r g e stock of s t r e a m l i n e d 
l i g h t w e i g h t cars of postwar c o n s t r u c t i o n , and fe a t u r e d a l l the modern 
improvements so notably l a c k i n g i n the j o i n t l i n e ' s own cars. A l i t t l e 
l a t e r , the morning t r a i n from Toronto to B u f f a l o and the corresponding 
evening r e t u r n t r a i n from B u f f a l o to Toronto were completely equipped 
with New York C e n t r a l s t a i n l e s s s t e e l coaches, f i n a l l y p r o v i d i n g 
modern accommodation f o r l o c a l passengers as w e l l as those going 
through to and from p o i n t s beyond B u f f a l o . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the other 
t r a i n s were never re-equipped, and passengers on them had to remain 
none-too-content with the j o i n t l i n e ' s own 1924-vintage heavyweights. 

D i e s e l i z a t i o n came to the TH&B Line when, i n February and March of 
1954, the TH&B Railway took d e l i v e r y of three steam-generator-equipped 
GP9's, numbers 401 to 403, which were s u f f i c i e n t to cover t h e i r share 
of locomotive requirements on the through t r a i n s . The New York C e n t r a l 
had no d i f f i c u l t y p r o v i d i n g enough road-switchers from those assigned 
to t h e i r B u f f a l o t e r m i n a l s to cover t h e i r share, but the CPR, not yet 
as f a r i n t o d i e s e l i z a t i o n as many oth e r major systems, was not ready 
at that time to abandon steam op e r a t i o n between Toronto and Hamilton, 
so the e a r l y p r a c t i c e of changing engines as w e l l as crews at Hamilton 
was r e i n s t a t e d . L a t e r , when the CPR d i d i n f a c t a ssign d i e s e l s to 
Toronto-Hamilton s e r v i c e , through running was not r e s t o r e d , perhaps to 
avoid equipping the d i e s e l s with t r a i n c o n t r o l equipment, and the 
power change at Hamilton p e r s i s t e d as long as locomotive-hauled t r a i n s 
continued to operate. 
It was the Indian Summer of r a i l t r a v e l , however, and about 1953 a 
d e c l i n e set i n , slowly at f i r s t and then p r e c i p i t o u s l y , as passengers 
deserted the t r a i n s f o r other forms of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The f i g u r e s t e l l 
the s t o r y of the TH&B Li n e ' s doom: from 427,924 passengers i n 1952, 
the postwar peak, to j u s t 19,179 i n 1975. This c o l l a p s e was i n e v i t a b l y 
accompanied by pruning of s e r v i c e . The timetable e f f e c t i v e 27 October 
1957 reduced the number of t r a i n s each way from four to three by 
o m i t t i n g the mid-day runs, always the l i g h t e s t , and r e a r r a n g i n g the 
others to somewhat f i l l the gaps. Just two years l a t e r , e f f e c t i v e 25 
October 1959, frequency dropped to two t r a i n s a day each way, and 
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f i n a l l y the 26 A p r i l 1964 timetable brought i t down to one, t h i s being 
the evening t r a i n from Toronto and the e a r l y morning job from B u f f a l o . 
During t h i s p e r i o d of cutbacks the through s l e e p i n g cars to Boston, 
Cleveland and P i t t s b u r g h were dropped, and the New York run shrank 
from as many as s i x cars each night to j u s t one, which continued, 
accompanied by the one remaining through coach, u n t i l locomotive-hauled 
t r a i n s were replaced by the Dayliner, the l a s t v e s t i g e of THE ONTARIAN 
le a v i n g Toronto f o r the l a s t time at 8:50 p.m. on 24 October 1970. 
Commencing next morning, the two-car D a y l i n e r s o l d i e r e d bravely on, 
connecting at B u f f a l o with Penn C e n t r a l (soon to become Amtrak) t r a i n s 
to and from New York C i t y , but l a c k i n g though equipment and meal 
s e r v i c e , although i t was on the road i n both d i r e c t i o n s at meal times. 
And now even t h i s has gone, replaced on 26 A p r i l 1981 by restored 
through s e r v i c e between Toronto and New York, a l b e i t by a d i f f e r e n t 
route which leaves 55 miles of railway (Hamilton to Black Rock) to j o i n 
the " f r e i g h t s e r v i c e only" ranks, and two large towns (Fort E r i e and 
Welland) and two small ones (Fenwick and S m i t h v i l l e ) devoid of t h e i r 
l a s t r a i l passenger s e r v i c e . And so the Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o 
Line becomes a part of H i s t o r y . 
The author i s indebted f o r some of the information i n t h i s a r t i c l e to 
an e a r l i e r a r t i c l e by George W. Horner i n the A p r i l 1952 issue of the 
Newsletter, and to the book "In the Shadow of Giants, the story of the 
Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Railway", by Norman S. Helm. 

• TTC 9239 w i l l be the f i r s t t r o l l e y coach to be repainted i n the new 
c o l o u r s , with 9245 being the second. The l a t t e r v e h i c l e was seen i n 
H i l l c r e s t Shops on A p r i l 24th i n readiness f o r i t s new dress. 
• A l l TTC inspectors have r e c e n t l y been s u p p l i e d with portable two-
way r a d i o s , by means of which constant communication i s maintained 
between the i n s p e c t o r s and the T r a n s i t Control Centre at H i l l c r e s t as 
w e l l as the various operating d i v i s i o n s . Thus, an i n s p e c t o r can be 
immediately dispatched to a trouble spot, and conversely can r a d i o i n 
reports of delays, breakdowns, etc. The radios w i l l u l t i m a t e l y replace 
the TTC's p r i v a t e Transportation Department phone system on the surface 
routes, which was confined to the geographic area of the C i t y of 
Toronto (only some 34 square miles out of the TTC's t o t a l s e r v i c e area 
of 240 square miles p l u s ) . The phones are l o c a t e d i n b r i g h t yellow 
boxes on u t i l i t y and overhead poles at s t r a t e g i c l o c a t i o n s along the 
routes as w e l l as at loops and above ground at subway s t a t i o n s . 
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UCRS ond other 
events ond octivities 

by Ed Campbell 
— A s i n c e r e vote of thanks i s due the members who helped at the UCRS 
booth at the Sportsmens' Show i n Toronto. Taking an a c t i v e part i n the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Society i s one of the best ways to enjoy y o u r s e l f 
and to ensure the success of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . Those who helped were 
Mrs. M. Sandusky, Bernice Walters, Ed Misera, Norm E n g l i s h , Mai 
Marchbank, Chris Spinney, George Meek, Ralph Percy, John Walker, John 
Carter, Helen and C h a r l i e Bridges, Pat and Robin Scrimgeour, Rick 
Carter, John Robertson, Jim Walther, Heather Haig, Lloyd Baxter, B i l l 
Corns, John Thompson, Dave Morgan, A. Faber, Marge S e i d e l , Larry Eyres, 
and Ed Campbell. 
— T h e Society has now c o n s o l i d a t e d a l l of i t s ar c h i v e s , p u b l i c a t i o n s 
and equipment i n a new l o c a t i o n which w i l l be announced l a t e r . A 
number of members helped to accomplish t h i s , i n c l u d i n g Chris Spinney, 

Marchbank, Raymond Kennedy, A. Faber, Gerry Sturgess, Norm E n g l i s h , 
Jim Walther, Lloyd Baxter, Mike Lindsay, Tom Thompson. Many thanks are 
also due to these members. 
— T h e A p r i l meeting (Toronto) of the UCRS was held i n the auditorium 
of the Education Centre on College St., at McCaul St. This l o c a t i o n 
proved to be q u i t e s a t i s f a c t o r y , with good a v a i l a b l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n by 
s t r e e t car and subway (the program featured a top notch s l i d e document
ary on the TTC s t r e e t car system i n the countdown p e r i o d to the open
ing of the Bloor-Danforth Subway, 15 years ago, by new President Bob 
McMann). The Education Centre i s not a v a i l a b l e f o r the May meeting, 
although i t i s expected to be used f o r the June meeting and beyond. The 
May Toronto meeting w i l l be held on the 22nd, the fourth F r i d a y ; again 
t h i s i s the same date as the Hamilton Chapter meeting and e f f o r t s are 
being made to work out a s u i t a b l e s o l u t i o n to t h i r d Friday holiday 
weekends. 
— N e g o t i a t i o n s are under way f o r a Car 13 (CAPE RACE) t r i p over much 
of the Ontario Northland Railway. It would include much f r e i g h t - o n l y 
trackage and the dates September 13th to 19th should be a b e a u t i f u l 
time to see Northern Ontario. Watch f o r d e t a i l s l a t e r ; Mai Marchbank 
i s o r g a n i z i n g t h i s t r i p . 
—Two a t t r a c t i v e r a i l and chartered bus t r i p s have been organized by 
the Society f o r August 8th and September 27th: 
1. Saturday, August 8: Leave Union S t a t i o n at 0900, stopping at r a i l 
way f a c i l i t i e s at Brampton, Georgetown, O r a n g e v i l l e , Collingwood, 
Owen*Sound, Palmerston and S t r a t f o r d , r e t u r n i n g from S t r a t f o r d to 
Toronto by VIA RDC's. Pick-ups at Brampton and Georgetown; 90 miles by 
r a i l , 220 miles by road. I f you are quick i n ordering your t i c k e t you 
may get a seat, so RUSH your order. P r i c e now i s $43.95 members, $45.00 
non-members. Children's fares on request. 
2. Sunday, September 27: R a i l and chartered bus from Toronto Union 
S t a t i o n at 0830 to L a k e f i e l d , Fenelon F a l l s , H a l i b u r t o n , H u n t s v i l l e 
and other railway l o c a t i o n s . Return to Toronto i s by the ONR NORTHLAND-
ER. Hot b u f f e t lunch i s included i n f a r e ; about 400 miles of t r a v e l . 
RUSH your orders f o r t h i s t r i p also; fares now $54.95 members and 
$55.95 non-members; c h i l d r e n ' s fares on request. 
Order f o r the above t r i p s from Upper Canada Railway Society, Box 42, 
S t a t i o n "D", Scarborough, Ontario MIR 4Y7. Quote membership number f o r 
discounts please; remit by money order or c e r t i f i e d cheque. 
— F r i d a y , May 22: Regular UCRS Toronto meeting at 8 p.m. sharp at 
MANOR ROAD UNITED CHURCH, MANOR ROAD AND FORMAN AVENUE, TORONTO. The 
church i s on the north side of Manor Road, one block east of Mt. 
Pleasant Road. Manor Road i s three blocks south of E g l i n t o n Avenue. 
Take the Mt. Pleasant t r o l l e y coach from St. C l a i r Subway S t a t i o n . 
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Enter through the door o f f Manor Road and go downstairs. Doors open 
7 p.m. The entertainment w i l l be provided by Ken Gansel, a very 
e n t h u s i a s t i c r a i l f a n , on the s u b j e c t "North of S u p e r i o r " by way of an 
i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on railway operations i n t h i s area. Do not miss t h i s 
meeting. 
— F r i d a y , May 22: Regular Hamilton Chapter meeting at 8 p.m. sharp i n 
the CNR s t a t i o n , Hamilton. The program w i l l c o n s i s t of members' 35mm 
s l i d e s . I f you l i v e c l o s e r to Hamilton than Toronto, why not b r i n g 
your s l i d e s to the Chapter m e e t i n g — a l l members are always welcome. 
— T h e r e i s a p o s s i b i l i t y of a one-way excursion between Cttawa and 
Montreal w i t h CPR 1201 and a tuscan r e d t r a i n on Saturday, June 6th. 
For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n contact the Museum of Science and Technology, 
1867 St. Laurent Blvd., Cttawa, Cnt. KIG 1A3. F u r t h e r t r i p s with the 
1201 are planned f o r the summer and f a l l ; d e t a i l s w i l l f o l l o w . 
— T h e Chessie Safety Express, f e a t u r i n g recommissioned C&C 4-8-4 614, 
w i l l operate excursions out of D e t r o i t on May 30, May 31 and June 6 to 
C l i o , Grand Ledge and Grand Rapids r e s p e c t i v e l y . The runs to C l i o and 
Grand Ledge are round t r i p s , while that to Grand Rapids i s a " f e r r y " 
t r i p (one way only) although i t w i l l be followed by a round t r i p out of 
Grand Rapids to St. Joseph, Mich, on the f o l l o w i n g day, June 7. Round 
t r i p f a r e s are $33 coach and $60 dome, observation lounge and p a r l o u r 
car (complimentary b u f f e t and beverages), and f e r r y move far e s are $20 
and $40 f o r the r e s p e c t i v e accommodations. An open s i d e coach i s i n c l u d 
ed i n the c o n s i s t . Runpasts are i n c l u d e d i n a l l t r i p s . For f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e to Chessie Sa,fety Express, MSU Museum, East Lansing, 
Michigan 48824, U.S.A. 

— A b r i e f ceremony attended the t u r n i n g over to CP R a i l by the D i e s e l 
D i v i s i o n of General Motors of Canada L t d . of SD40-2 6024, l a s t u n i t i n 
the recent order f o r 75 such locomotives, on Wednesday, March 18th at 
the London p l a n t . F o l l o w i n g a p l a n t tour i n v o l v i n g about 20 executives 
and CP R a i l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , the t r a n s m i t t a l ceremony occ u r r e d outside 
the building-. Wearing engineers' caps, W.W. S t i n s o n , Executive V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t of CP R a i l , J.H. Moore of London, a newly-appointed D i r e c t o r 
of Canadian P a c i f i c L t d . , and Grant Warner, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t and General 
Manager of the D i e s e l D i v i s i o n rode 6024 from the p l a n t to an area i n 
the yard where the u n i t was formerly handed over. Mr. Warner also pres
ented Mr. S t i n s o n with a s c a l e model of an SD40-2. Afterwards, the CP 
R a i l o f f i c i a l s were hosts at a noon luncheon at the London Hunt Club. 
No. 6024 i s the 495th SD40 or SD40-2 produced by London f o r CP s i n c e 

— M i k e hxn^iy^^yn^^^ 4 

UPPER CANADA RAILWAY SOCIETY 
Box 122, Terminal " A " 
Toronto. Ontario M5W 1A2 

PRINTED MATTER 

. 1 0 . . ̂ a:~ 

A D D R E S S CORRECTION R E Q U E S T E D 
RETURN P O S T A G E G U A R A N T E E D 

NEWS MAGAZINE 
P L E A S E 

DELIVER PROMPTLY 


