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^ ^ , c C.P.R. CENTEWARY 

On February 16, 1981 the Canadian P a c i f i c R a i l w a y (and f o r the o c c a s i o n 
l e t ' s c a l l i t by t h a t time-honoured name) c e l e b r a t e d i t s 100th a n n i v e r ­
s a r y . On the same date i n 1881 the l e t t e r s p a t e n t i n c o r p o r a t i n g the 
company were i s s u e d , G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l S i r John Douglas S u t h e r l a n d 
Campbell h a v i n g g i v e n r o y a l a s s e n t to the a c t i n c o r p o r a t i n g the r a i l w a y 
on the p r e v i o u s day. The N e w s l e t t e r reproduces hereunder an a r t i c l e by 
UCRS member John W i l l i a m G r i f f i n which appeared i n B u l l e t i n No. Two 
(November, 1941). While i t was e n t i t l e d "Thoughts on the 56th A n n i v e r s a r y 
o f the C o m p l e t i o n o f t h e Canadian P a c i f i c " , the c o n t e n t i s e n t i r e l y 
a p p r o p r i a t e to mark the o c c a s i o n o f the c e n t e n a r y of the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f 
t h i s v i t a l Canadian i n s t i t u t i o n . 

We c e l e b r a t e to-day an event t h a t must h o l d a p l a c e of g r e a t 
importance i n t h e minds o f a l l Canadians, and e s p e c i a l l y i n the minds o f 
a l l Canadians who are concerned w i t h r a i l r o a d s . In 1867 the F a t h e r s of 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n e r e c t e d a p o l i t i c a l e d i f i c e t h a t has s t o o d the t e s t o f time 
but t h e r e a r e none t o deny the g r e a t p a r t t h a t the P a c i f i c r a i l w a y has 
p l a y e d i n the h i s t o r y o f t h e Dominion. 

COVER: M o n t r e a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission 2055 g l i d e s under the 
e l e c t r i f i e d CNR suburban l i n e at A h u n t s i c S t a t i o n , on January 14, 
1959. The 2055 was b u i l t f o r the S p r i n g f i e l d (Mass.) S t r e e t R a i l w a y 
Co. i n 1927 by the Wason Car Co., and s o l d to M o n t r e a l i n 1940. The 
l o c a l e i s t h e M i l l e n l i n e , on the n o r t h s i d e o f M o n t r e a l . A l t h o u g h 
many MTC l i n e s f e a t u r e d l e n g t h y p r i v a t e - r i g h t - o f - w a y s e c t i o n s such as 
t h i s , a l l s t r e e t c a r s e r v i c e was abandoned by August 30, 1959. 

— B o b Sandusky photo 
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From the e a r l i e s t times o f N o r t h American s e t t l e m e n t men had spoken and 
w r i t t e n o f a n o r t h - w e s t passage, an easy road to what they b e l i e v e d t o be 
the immense w e a l t h o f the E a s t . To t h i s dream t h e r e was added, a f t e r 
1840, i n b o t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s and B r i t i s h N o r t h A m erica, the more 
p r a c t i c a l need o f s e c u r i n g some p h y s i c a l c o n n e c t i o n between the o l d e r 
e a s t and the newer s e t t l e m e n t s o f the P a c i f i c c o a s t . 
In Canada t h i s need became a m a t t e r of p o l i t i c s , f o r one o f the c o n d i t i o n s 
o f B r i t i s h Columbia's e n t r y i n t o the Dominion i n 1870 was t h a t a t r a n s ­
c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l w a y be b u i l t . 
In 1871 the government o f S i r John A. Macdonald d e c i d e d t h a t t h i s p r o j e c t 
c o u l d b e s t be c a r r i e d t h r o u g h by a p r i v a t e company, l i b e r a l l y s u b s i d i z e d 
i n l a n d and money. In the same y e a r S a n d f o r d F l e m i n g , o f I n t e r c o l o n i a l 
R a i l w a y fame, was a p p o i n t e d E n g i n e e r - i n C h i e f , a p o s i t i o n he h e l d f o r n i n e 
y e a r s . 
These n i n e y e a r s saw many v i c i s s i t u d e s i n the f o r t u n e s of the r o a d , 
p o l i t i c a l , f i n a n c i a l and g e o g r a p h i c a l . Governments f e l l and r o s e a g a i n , 
a s c a n d a l came and went, and,new r o u t e s were s u r v e y e d time a f t e r time but 
the g r e a t dream was never r e l i n q u i s h e d . I t was i n 1880 t h a t George Stephen 
and h i s a s s o c i a t e s undertook the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the r o a d . The c h a r t e r of 
the r a i l w a y c a l l e d f o r a s u b s i d y o f t w e n t y - f i v e m i l l i o n d o l l a r s and a 
tremendous amount o f l a n d , as w e l l as the e x i s t i n g p r o p e r t i e s t h a t had 
a l r e a d y been b u i l t . The company, on i t s p a r t , a g r e e d to reach the P a c i f i c 
by May 1, 1891. 
The s t o r y o f the g r e a t d i f f i c u l t i e s e n c o u n t e r e d d u r i n g the next f i v e 
y e a r s has been t o l d a g a i n and a g a i n . T r a c k s were b u i l t and d i s a p p e a r e d 
beneath th e Lake S u p e r i o r muskegs, l i n e s were graded and swept away by 
Rocky Mountain a v a l a n c h e s , p e r s o n a l f o r t u n e s were p l e d g e d when funds ran 
o u t ; men were maimed and men were k i l l e d . But no d i f f i c u l t y , g e o g r a p h i c a l , 
f i n a n c i a l o r p o l i t i c a l , was a l l o w e d t o s t o p the p r o g r e s s o f Canada's 
no r t h - w e s t passage. F i n a l l y , i n a l i t t l e B r i t i s h Columbia v i l l a g e , Donald 
Smith drove the l a s t s p i k e o f the Canadian P a c i f i c . 
The r e s u l t s have been beyond the i m a g i n a t i o n s o f the p r o j e c t ' s most ardent 
s u p p o r t e r s . The CPR i s today one o f the g r e a t r a i l r o a d s o f the w o r l d , i n 
e x t e n t , i n f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y , i n p h y s i c a l equipment and as a f o r c e i n 
the a f f a i r s o f the n a t i o n i t s e r v e s . 
We c e l e b r a t e Dominion Day as the b i r t h d a y o f Canada. We might j u s t as 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y c e l e b r a t e t h a t b i r t h d a y on (February 16th) f o r i f the F a t h e r s 
of C o n f e d e r a t i o n e r e c t e d the n a t i o n i t i s the Canadian P a c i f i c R a i l w a y 
t h a t has b u t t r e s s e d the w a l l s . 

M^CPRail 
- VIA R a i l i s r e n e g o t i a t i n g i t s c o n t r a c t s w i t h CN and CP R a i l and i n the^ 
p r o c e s s i s e n d e a v o u r i n g t o determine more f u l l y the b a s i s f o r the charges 
l e v i e d by the r a i l w a y s f o r o p e r a t i n g the s e r v i c e s . The p r e s e n t c o n t r a c t s » 
e x p i r e on A p r i l 1 s t . The r a i l w a y s ' o p e r a t i n g charges are based on a CTC 
c o s t i n g o r d e r as e s t a b l i s h e d by the r a i l w a y s when they were s t i l l 
o p e r a t i n g the t r a i n s . VIA o p e r a t e s the s e r v i c e s under c o n t r a c t w i t h the 
F e d e r a l Government and has i t s o p e r a t i n g d e f i c i t s p a i d by the Department 
o f T r a n s p o r t . $232 m i l l i o n was p a i d t o VIA i n 1979 toward the o p e r a t i o n 
o f 46 d e s i g n a t e d s e r v i c e s . Revenues were $121 m i l l i o n from s i x m i l l i o n 
p a s s e n g e r s . R a i l p a s s e n g e r t r a f f i c has c l i m b e d by 40% s i n c e 1976. VIA 
c l a i m s t h a t the CTC c o s t i n g o r d e r has p r e v e n t e d i t from f u l l y m o n i t o r i n g 
and c o n t r o l l i n g i t s o p e r a t i n g expenses. 
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E o a a 
CRITICIZES VIA'S HOLIDAY PERIOD PERFORMANCE 

,AND TAKES ON THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
T r a n s p o r t 2000 Canada r e l e a s e d a b r o a d s i d e on January 19th c a l l i n g VIA 
R a i l ' s performance o v e r t h e C h r i s t m a s p e r i o d " i m p o v e r i s h e d " and demand­
i n g immediate a c t i o n to r e - e q u i p r a i l p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e s . The r e l e a s e 
s t a t e d t h a t , s i n c e the b e g i n n i n g o f December, VIA R a i l s e r v i c e s had 
s u f f e r e d a major breakdown, a prime cause b e i n g the " a n t i q u a t e d " 
equipment i n h e r i t e d from the r a i l w a y companies. I t f u r t h e r charged t h a t , 
d u r i n g the b u s i e s t p a r t s o f the Christmas-New Year p e r i o d , thousands of 
passengers had been t r a p p e d on d e l a y e d t r a i n s , w i t h some a r r i v i n g up to 
n e a r l y 40 hours l a t e . Many s e r v i c e s , even on s h o r t e r - h a u l r o u t e s , 
a r r i v e d between s i x and 12 hours l a t e . 
T r a n s p o r t 2000 c a l l s the s i t u a t i o n "an i n s u l t t o Canadians, and a 
dangerous one, where r a i l p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e s are so e s s e n t i a l t o the 
e n e r g y - s h o r t f u t u r e " . The e s s e n t i a l blame f o r the breakdown was 
d i r e c t e d a t t h e F e d e r a l M i n i s t r v o f T r a n s p o r t f o r a l l o w i n g a s i t u a t i o n 
to d evelop w h e r e i n such a d e p l o r a b l e l a c k o f performance c o u l d o c c u r . The 
r e l e a s e went on: " I f VIA R a i l had been g i v e n s u f f i c i e n t funds to 
purchase new e n g i n e s and c a r s , and to modernize i t s system, as i s 
happening i n every o t h e r major i n d u s t r i a l i z e d n a t i o n i n the w o r l d , 
Canadians would have a r e l i a b l e system o f which they c o u l d be proud". 
T r a n s p o r t 2000 c a l l s f o r t h r e e u r g e n t s t e p s i n o r d e r t o r e d r e s s the 
s i t u a t i o n : 
1. An i n v e s t m e n t i n 220 passenger c a r s and 35 l o c o m o t i v e s , which would 
b a s i c a l l y rfe-equip the l o n g e r d i s t a n c e r o u t e s . "The c o s t of . t h i s would 
be o n l y $230 m i l l i o n , which i s a drop i n the bucket compared t o the 
2§ - 3 b i l l i o n o f the t a x p a y e r s ' money spent each each y e a r on h i g h ­
ways, o r a g a i n s t the hundreds o f m i l l i o n s spent a n n u a l l y on c a p i t a l 
improvements t o a i r p o r t s . A s i n g l e example i s the $234 m i l l i o n which 
MOT proposes t o spend on expanding a s i n g l e a i r p o r t , Vancouver I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l . The same amount spent on r a i l p a ssenger equipment would 
p r o v i d e modern, c o m f o r t a b l e and r e l i a b l e passenger t r a i n s t o the 
whole n a t i o n . " 
2. An immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the M i n i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t and why 
i t has f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e VIA R a i l w i t h adequate funds t o modernize and 
upgrade a s e r v i c e which i s so much i n the i n t e r e s t o f Canadians. "Even 
w i t h the a n t i q u a t e d equipment - o f t e n 40 y e a r s o l d - r i d e r s h i p on VIA 
R a i l has c l i m b e d 40-45% i n the l a s t f o u r y e a r s " . 
3. An immediate r e p o r t on the degree t o which equipment breakdowns, 
l a c k o f c o - o p e r a t i o n from the c o n t r a c t i n g r a i l w a y companies, CP and CN, 
and o t h e r f a c t o r s p r e v e n t e d VIA from p e r f o r m i n g a d e q u a t e l y through the 
r e c e n t h o l i d a y p e r i o d . 
The January 19th r e l e a s e was q u i c k l y f o l l o w e d by another on January 27th 
which c a l l e d f o r n o t h i n g l e s s than a Senate i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the M i n i s t r y 
of T r a n s p o r t and the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission f o r t h e i r "sabotage 
through n e g l e c t " o f the n a t i o n ' s r a i l p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e s . The r e l e a s e 
went on t o make the f o l l o w i n g c h a r g e s : - "As w i t n e s s e d i n the C h r i s t m a s 
peak-season n e a r - c o l l a p s e o f VIA R a i l s e r v i c e s , and i t s e f f o r t s t o 
s u s t a i n t h e s e w i t h equipment up t o 40 y e a r s o l d , the M i n i s t r y and the 
Commission have a g r e a t d e a l t o answer f o r . " 
- "By s t a r v i n g VIA R a i l o f b a c k i n g and funds, they are f o r c i n g i t t o use 
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equipment and t e c h n o l o g y t h a t would embarass a banana r e p u b l i c . At t h i s 
very moment Canadian a i d i s a s s i s t i n g i m p o v e r i s h e d T h i r d World s t a t e s 
w i t h modern l o c o m o t i v e and p a s s e n g e r c a r f l e e t s , w h i l e at home 
Canadians have to put up w i t h a n t i q u a t e d museum p i e c e s . " 
- - "The M i n i s t r y and the Commission are now o p e r a t i n g w i t h a sense o f 
p r i o r i t i e s t h a t are h o s t i l e to the w e l l - b e i n g o f the Canadian t r a v e l l i n g 
p u b l i c . The Senate T r a n s p o r t Committee i s w e l l q u a l i f i e d to undertake an 
immediate i n v e s t i g a t i o n t o c o v e r the f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s : 
(1) Why has the MOT c o n s i s t e n t l y f a i l e d to g i v e VIA R a i l the means t o 
i n s t i t u t e a modern and r e l i a b l e p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e when v i r t u a l l y e v e r y 
modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d s t a t e r e c o g n i z e s the v a l u e o f such a system? I t 
s h o u l d be a s c e r t a i n e d as t o what i n f l u e n c e s are at work w i t h i n and upon 
t h i s M i n i s t r y t h a t cause t h i s c o n t i n u i n g outcome. 
(2) In i t s recommendations subsequent to the t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l h e a r i n g s 
i n 1976, the CTC emphasized the a n t i q u a t e d n a t u r e o f r a i l passenger 
equipment and the need t o r e p l a c e i t by new c o s t - e f f e c t i v e and c o m f o r t ­
a b l e t r a i n s . Now, at t h i s c r i t i c a l j u n c t u r e , the f a i l u r e o f the CTC t o 
e n f o r c e these recommendations appears to c o i n c i d e w i t h the MOT's aim o f 
l e t t i n g r a i l p a ssenger s e r v i c e e f f e c t i v e l y d i e , p a r t i c u l a r l y to the West 
and t o the M a r i t i m e s , w i t h consequent impact on the bonds o f the n a t i o n . 
(3) Why has VIA R a i l not been g i v e n the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and powers t o 
p e r f o r m f u l l y w i t h i n i t s r o l e as a Crown C o r p o r a t i o n ? Why has MOT not 
a l l o w e d VIA R a i l t o a c t as a r e s p o n s i b l e Crown C o r p o r a t i o n i n the same 
manner as i t has a l l o w e d Canadian N a t i o n a l and A i r Canada t o do s o ? " 
- "The a v i a t i o n and highway systems are f o r c e - f e d o v e r $3 b i l l i o n of the 
t a x p a y e r s ' money each y e a r , w h i l e passenger s e r v i c e i s s t a r v e d o f new 
equipment." 
- "Unless t h e s e problems are q u i c k l y r e s o l v e d , Canadians w i l l soon be 
robbed o f an e f f e c t i v e passenger t r a i n system t h a t i s e s s e n t i a l to the 
n a t i o n i n our p e t r o l e u m - s h o r t f u t u r e . " 

UPDATE ON "PALMER5T0N - DECLINE AND FALL OF A DIVISION POINT" 
by George W. P e a r c e 

In the c o n c l u d i n g paragraphs o f my a r t i c l e h a v i n g the above t i t l e , as 
a p p e a r i n g i n the J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y 1975 i s s u e o f the UCRS N e w s l e t t e r , I 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t P a l m e r s t o n "...may p i c k up some of i t s l o n g - l o s t tempo i n 
the coming y e a r s . " A l a s , i n the e n s u i n g y e a r s , t h i s has not happened. I f 
a n y t h i n g , t h i n g s are worse now than they were i n 1975. 
The u n i t o i l t r a i n s t h a t came from M o n t r e a l were s w i t c h e d to run from 
S a r n i a t o S t r a t f o r d , then t o Douglas P o i n t v i a the Newton and Southampton 
Subs. T h i s t r a f f i c , a t times as heavy as t h r e e l o a d e d t r a i n s per week, has 
d i m i n i s h e d to a l e v e l o f about one t r a i n e very t h r e e o r f o u r months. The 
two w a y f r e i g h t s (553 & 554) t h a t o p e r a t e d s i x days a week are gone, 
r e p l a c e d by a s i n g l e w a y f r e i g h t t h a t makes two round t r i p s p e r week between 
S t r a t f o r d and Owen Sound (Monday-Tuesday, T h u r s d a y - F r i d a y ) w i t h s e r v i c e 
from S t r a t f o r d on Wednesdays i f r e q u i r e d t o any p o i n t i n the a r e a and 
r e t u r n on the same day t o S t r a t f o r d . 
The Fergus Sub. i t s e l f i s s l o w l y r e v e r t i n g to n a t u r e as, a l t h o u g h the 
t r a c k s are i n p l a c e , i t has been c l o s e d between Fergus and P a l m e r s t o n f o r 
two y e a r s now. At t i m e s , c a r s can be s p o t t e d on t h i s s e c t i o n near Fergus 
and P a l m e r s t o n , b e i n g s t o r e d t h e r e f o r f u t u r e use. S e v e r a l roads i n the 
area o f t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e s u b d i v i s i o n have been repaved o r r e g r a v e l l e d ; 
however, a l l l e v e l c r o s s i n g s are open, s i g n a l s a r e checked f r e q u e n t l y , and 
the l i n e i s p a s s a b l e f o r r a i l t r a f f i c . 
The K i n c a r d i n e Sub i s open i n w i n t e r months o n l y i f i t i s not b l o c k e d w i t h 
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snow. When i t becomes impa s s a b l e because o f s n o w d r i f t s , i t i s c l o s e d u n t i l 
s p r i n g . The Durham Spur has been p o s t e d f o r abandonment, and sees very 
l i t t l e s e r v i c e - perhaps a h a l f dozen t r a i n s p e r y e a r . 
Fergus i s s e r v e d by the Guelph r o a d s w i t c h e r , so the Fergus Sub. c o u l d be 
now c o n s i d e r e d the Fergus Spur. I t sees s e r v i c e two o r t h r e e times a week 
as G e n e r a l S t e e l Wares s h i p s out a h a l f dozen o r so c a r s d u r i n g t h i s time 
p e r i o d . Other than w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t s o f Guelph, t h e r e are no o t h e r 
s h i p p e r s on t h i s s e c t i o n o f the s u b d i v i s i o n . The Fergus Town Spur sees no 
s e r v i c e , a l t h o u g h the owner of the m i l l a t the end of t h i s spur d e s p e r a t e l y 
wants s e r v i c e r e s t o r e d ( b e s t o f l u c k l ) 
The CP R a i l F l o r a Sub. t o Fergus ( c l o s e d f o r the t h r e e m i l e s between Fergus 
and F l o r a ) sees s e r v i c e u s u a l l y once a week, w i t h the O r a n g e v i l l e - T o r o n t o 
" M o o n l i g h t " d r o p p i n g i t s t r a i n a t C a t a r a c t to run i n t o Fergus and back. 
T r a f f i c c o n s i s t s , u s u a l l y , of one o r two c a r s f o r GSW, two o r t h r e e c a r s 
f o r Canada Wire & C a b l e , and one c a r p e r y e a r o r so f o r Moore B u s i n e s s 
Forms. CP R a i l makes no bones about the f a c t t h a t i t would l o v e t o be w i t h ­
out t h i s l i n e . I t i s r a t h e r r i d i c u l o u s t o see a two- and sometimes t h r e e -
u n i t l a s h u p making a 50 m i l e round t r i p t o s e t out one c a r and p i c k up as 
many. Fergus, t h u s , i s s e r v e d by two " s p u r s " . 
So t h a t i s the ( d i s m a l ) p i c t u r e today. G r a i n i s s t i l l s h i p p e d from Owen 
Sound i n the l a s t months o f the y e a r , w i t h CN and CP h a u l i n g about 300 
c a r l o a d s each. C a t t l e t r a f f i c has been g i v e n c o m p l e t e l y to the t r u c k e r s -
no c a t t l e t r a i n s have run n o r t h out o f Guelph f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s now. 
I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t , i n a d o p t i n g a p h i l o s o p h y o f "urban a r e a t o urban 
a r e a m a i n l i n e f r e i g h t " , the r a i l w a y s a r e g o i n g out o f t h e i r way to dry up 
f r e i g h t b u s i n e s s on the branch l i n e s of mid-western O n t a r i o . There are 
many s h i p p e r s a l o n g the l i n e s who, g i v e n a f a i r s h i p p i n g t a r i f f and 
r e a s o n a b l e s e r v i c e , would u t i l i z e r a i l f r e i g h t s e r v i c e to a much g r e a t e r 
degree. The m i l l owner i n Fergus i s but one example. I t would be i n t e r ­
e s t i n g t o see t h r e s u l t s i f the CN l i n e s from Guelph t o Owen Sound and 
p o s s i b l y P o r t E l g i n were ta k e n over by a p r i v a t e " D e s i g n a t e d O p e r a t o r " as 
many of the C o n r a i l branches i n the n o r t h e a s t U.S. have been. P r o f i t s 
p r o b a b l y c o u l d be t u r n e d by a group o f i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e r e s t e d i n g a i n i n g 
and k e e p i n g customers, not l o s i n g them. 
I t would a l s o be u n f o r t u n a t e i f t h e CP's F l o r a Sub. i s t o r n up. T h i s l i n e 
c e r t a i n l y r a nks as one o f t h e optimum c h o i c e s f o r a steam e x c u r s i o n 
o p e r a t i o n . At the west end. F l o r a i s becoming w e l l known throughout the 
P r o v i n c e as an " a r t s and c r a f t s " Mecca w i t h s e v e r a l b o u t i q u e s , ceramics 
c e n t r e s , a n t i q u e s t o r e s and tearooms a l r e a d y i n o p e r a t i o n . C a t a r a c t , at 
the o t h e r end, has s c e n e r y r i v a l l i n g t h a t o f t h a Agawa Canyon. Much o f 
the l a n d i s owned by the P r o v i n c e and s e t a s i d e as p a r k l a n d . Between the 
two p o i n t s , the l i n e p a s s e s through Fergus, w i t h i t s annual H i g h l a n d 
Games and weekly Farmers' Market, c r o s s e s the Shand Dam, proceeds through 
the m i d d l e o f the Grand R i v e r C o n s e r v a t i o n ' s Conestoga Park on Lake 
Belwood, and on through b e a u t i f u l r o l l i n g f a r m l a n d t o C a t a r a c t . The y a r d 
a r e a a t F l o r a i s s t i l l i n t a c t to s e r v e as a h e a d q u a r t e r s a r e a as w e l l . 
I s n ' t t h e r e some e n t r e p e n e u r out t h e r e w i t h a few m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t h a t 
c o u l d make t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y come t r u e ? 
In c l o s i n g , I guess the t i t l e o f t h e a r t i c l e c o u l d now r e a d "Branch L i n e s 
o f Mid-western O n t a r i o — D e c l i n e " . Here's hop i n g t h a t the next s i x y e a r s 
w i l l see an improvement i n the o v e r a l l p i c t u r e , but as o f 1981, i t does 
not l o o k good. 
********************************************** 
With h i s h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g f o r e g o i n g a r t i c l e , Mr. P e a r c e s e n t a l o n g a 
c l i p p i n g from the F e r g u s - F l o r a News E x p r e s s o f January 28th headed "CNR 
Spokesman Vows U n i n t e r r u p t e d S e r v i c e " . I t t e l l s t h a t Desmond F i r l o t t e , 
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I n d u s t r i a l Development O f f i c e r f o r CN a t London, has promised t h a t the 
r a i l w a y w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s e r v e F e r g u s , even though the o n - s t r e e t s p u r 
l i n e from Fergus S t a t i o n t o W i l s o n ' s M i l l i s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d f o r removal 
and t h a t an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r p e r m i s s i o n t o abandon may soon be made t o the 
CTC. He i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h i s s p u r i s i n bad shape and t h a t s t r e e t t r a c k a g e 
i s d i f f i c u l t t o r e p a i r because the t i e s are b u r i e d under the pavement. 
There have been no movements t o the m i l l i n o v e r two y e a r s . Fergus Town 
C o u n c i l i s d i s c u s s i n g the r e p a i r o f at l e a s t a p o r t i o n o f the s t r e e t , which 
might change the r a i l w a y ' s p o s i t i o n . The CP R a i l l i n e i n F e r g u s , which 
s e r v e s Moore B u s i n e s s Forms and Canada Wir e , may be dropped by t h a t r a i l ­
way, but Mr. F i r l o t t e i n d i c a t e d t o the newspaper t h a t CN would " p i c k up 
the r o u t e " , an e v e n t u a l i t y t h a t was l a t e r c o n f i r m e d f o r the paper by a 
CP spokesman. 

t r^ns l t n e w s 
• W h i l e the Tokyu Car Co. o f Yokohama, Japan i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
M i t s u i & Co. L t d . does not y e t have the c a r o r d e r f o r B u f f a l o ' s 
LRRT system, i t would appear t o have the " i n s i d e t r a c k " . NFTA's 
D i r e c t o r o f V e h i c l e / O p e r a t i o n s E n g i n e e r i n g , i t s Systems?Fquipment 
C o n t r a c t s A d m i n i s t r a t o r , and a s t a f f member o f Day and Zimmerman, 

C o n s u l t a n t s t o the t r a n s i t system, made a f i v e - d a y v i s i t t o Japan i n mid-
December t o v i s i t Tokyu's c a r b u i l d i n g p l a n t , a s s e s s the company's 
c a p a b i l i t i e s , and o b t a i n assurances o f commitment from the management o f 
b oth Tokyu and M i t s u i . Tokyu Car Co. has been i n b u s i n e s s o n l y s i n c e 1966, 
but the B u f f a l o d e l e g a t i o n r e p o r t e d t h a t they were i m p r e s s e d w i t h what 
they saw at the p l a n t . There were no l e s s than 93 v e h i c l e s , o f e i g h t 
d i f f e r e n t d e s i g n s , on the shop f l o o r i n v a r y i n g s t a g e s o f p r o d u c t i o n . 
S e v e r a l r a i l c a r s were r i d d e n and i n s p e c t e d , and were a s s e s s e d to be w e l l 
c o n s t r u c t e d . The company's l a t e s t commuter c a r , o f " S e r i e s 8000", i s 
o p e r a t e d by, among o t h e r s , the " K e i k i n E x p r e s s " between Tokyo and Yokohama. 
The r e v i e w team found t h a t computer s i m u l a t i o n i s used e x t e n s i v e l y to 
a n a l y z e body and t r u c k s t r e s s , s u s p e n s i o n system dynamics and o v e r a l l r i d e 
q u a l i t y , and t h a t p r o d u c t c o n t r o l p r o c e d u r e s are "thorough and w e l l 
documented". I f T o k y u - M i t s u i i s i n d e e d the s u c c e s s f u l b i d d e r , the c a r 
o r d e r w i l l be assembled i n the U.S.A. N e g o t i a t i o n s have been i n i t i a t e d w i t h 
one u n i d e n t i f i e d "assembler", not i n New York S t a t e , a l t h o u g h T-M has 
p r o m i s e d t o e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i n d i n g an assembly p l a n t i n o r near 
B u f f a l o . 
Back on the home f r o n t , the t u n n e l b o r i n g machines completed t h e i r work on 
the LRRT c o n s t r u c t i o n on January 7 t h . At about 3 A.M. the l a s t TBM h o l e d 
t h rough the r e c o v e r y s h a f t at Main S t . and P a r k e r Ave. A b r i e f ceremony 
o c c u r r e d at the s i t e l a t e r i n the morning at which NFTA Chairman A l l e n F. 
Dekdebrun p r e s e n t e d a s p e c i a l p l a q u e t o Mayor James D. G r i f f i n and E r i e 
County E x e c u t i v e Edward J . R u t k o w s k i . The f o u r TBM's had c a r v e d out 
n e a r l y 34,000 tons of rock a t depths of from 50 f e e t t o 90 f e e t o v e r the 
3.5 m i l e rock t u n n e l s e c t i o n below Main S t . T h i s f e a t had been a c c o m p l i s h e d 
i n s l i g h t l y l e s s than one y e a r , as the f i r s t TBM began i t s work on January 
14, 1980. Four c r o s s passage c o n n e c t i o n s are now t o be c o n s t r u c t e d between 
the northbound and southbound t u n n e l s ; these w i l l be e x c a v a t e d by convent­
i o n a l m i n i n g methods. Tunnel l i n i n g forms a r e b e i n g assembled i n p r e p a r ­
a t i o n f o r p o u r i n g the l i n i n g f o r the t w i n t u n n e l s . 

— "On the Move", NFTA 
• The G r e a t e r Vancouver R e g i o n a l D i s t r i c t has v o t e d to a c c e p t , c o n d i t i o n ­
a l l y , the Urban T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Development C o r p o r a t i o n ' s ICTS (ALRT) 
system. Weighted v o t i n g by members r e p r e s e n t i n g the 14 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n 
the Region r e s u l t e d i n s u p p o r t i n a r a t i o o f about 2:1, w i t h Vancouver 
Mayor M i c h a e l H a r c o u r t among the "nays". However, the c o n d i t i o n s p l a c e d 
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upon the a p p r o v a l were such t h a t e a r l y agreement w i t h the P r o v i n c e of 
B r i t i s h Columbia may not be p o s s i b l e . The GVRD wants the P r o v i n c e to 
c o n t r i b u t e $90 m i l l i o n o f u p - f r o n t f i n a n c i n g to accomodate the " g r e a t e r 
expense" o f the ALRT system, the comparison b e i n g presumably w i t h the 
p r e v i o u s l y p r oposed s t a n d a r d LRT system. A l s o demanded by the D i s t r i c t i s 
t h a t the system be equipped w i t h the c a p a b i l i t y to o p e r a t e i n the auto­
m a t i c mode o r i n the manual mode. The P r o v i n c i a l response t o these demands 
was not known at the time o f w r i t i n g . 
The f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n which has become a v a i l a b l e on the Vancouver 
t r a n s i t p l a n s ( F e b r u a r y i s s u e ) , i n c i d e n t a l l y , has made i t abundantly appar­
ent t h a t a statement i n the January i s s u e , t o the e f f e c t t h a t the ALRT 
system would be l a t e r extended to P o r t Moody and P o r t C o q u i t l a m , was 
e r r o n e o u s . T h i s had been based on a s tatement made i n at l e a s t one o f the 
s e v e r a l p r e s s r e p o r t s which p r o v i d e d the s u b s t a n c e f o r the January a r t i c l e . 
The p r e s s r e p o r t had a p p a r e n t l y g a r b l e d the f a c t t h a t the proposed 
commuter r a i l o p e r a t i o n on CP R a i l t r a c k a g e would s e r v e the mentioned 
communities. The f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a l s o r e v e a l s t h a t the quoted ALRT 
system c o s t o f $650 m i l l i o n r e p r e s e n t s the e s t i m a t e d t r a n s l a t i o n o f $290 
m i l l i o n ( t h e p r o j e c t e d c o s t o f the F i r s t P r i o r i t y L i n e i n 1979 d o l l a r s ) 
to c u r r e n t d o l l a r s o v er the p e r i o d of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . The f i g u r e 
a p p a r e n t l y does not i n c l u d e the Second P r i o r i t y L i n e t o Richmond and D e l t a . 
With c o s t s o f t h i s o r d e r p r o j e c t e d , i t seems l i t t l e wonder t h a t Mayor 
H a r c o u r t c o n t i n u e s to p r e s s f o r the economy o f c o n v e n t i o n a l LRT. 
• M o n t r e a l Tramways Co. B i r n e y 200 i s b e i n g used i n the f i l m i n g (see 
N e w s l e t t e r 372, Page 16) o f a movie based on the former TV s e r i e s "The 
P l o u f f e F a m i l y " . A f t e r a s e s s i o n o f f a l l s h o o t i n g on M o n t r e a l ' s H i b e r n i a 
S t r e e t , the temporary t r a c k has been l e f t i n p l a c e as the f i l m company 
wished t o o b t a i n c e r t a i n w i n t e r scenes w i t h snow on the s t r e e t . The s e t t ­
i n g f o r the f i l m i s a c t u a l l y Quebec C i t y ; the s e l e c t i o n o f a B i r n e y i s 
thus a p p r o p r i a t e f o r the f i l m i n g , as the Quebec R a i l w a y , L i g h t and Power 
Co. had a t one time a f l e e t o f 12 o f these c a r s i n c i t y s e r v i c e (second 
hand from B o s t o n ) , h a v i n g been numbered 90 through 101 on the QRL&P. I t 
seems p e c u l i a r t h a t an e f f o r t has not been made t o a c h i e v e g r e a t e r 
a u t h e n t i c i t y by r e p a i n t i n g MTC 200 i n the b r i g h t r e d l i v e r y t h a t was used 
on the Quebec C i t y c a r s . — L u c i e n D a u p h i n a i s 

CAPSULF HISTORY: THF CN DFNTAL CAR by J e r r y P. Buck 
I e n j o y e d s e e i n g the CNR D e n t a l Car 15095 p i c t u r e d i n the CRHA c o l l e c t i o n 
at H a r b o u r f r o n t ( J a n u a r y N e w s l e t t e r ) . Readers may be i n t e r e s t e d i n a d d i t ­
i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n about the c a r . I t was b u i l t i n 1913 by the famous c a r -
b u i l d e r Barney and Smith ( L o t No. 2707) i n Dayton, Ohio. I t was a wood-
s i d e d , wood underframed s l e e p e r , s u b - c l a s s PS-72-H-2, as b u i l t f o r the 
Canadian N o r t h e r n R a i l w a y as i t s No. 1343. When a c q u i r e d by Canadian 
N a t i o n a l , the c a r was renumbered 1444 and named CAMROSF ( a f t e r Camrose, 
A l b e r t a ; not "Canmore" as s t a t e d i n the photo c a p t i o n ) . A s t e e l under-
frame was a p p l i e d i n 1932, as w e l l as s t e e l s h e a t h i n g and new t r u c k s . 
CAMROSF was c o n v e r t e d t o i t s p r e s e n t D e n t a l Car form and again renumbered 
i n J u l y , 1951. T h i s was the o n l y c a r so equipped, w i t h d e n t a l c h a i r , X-
ray machine, e t c . , to s e r v e n o r t h e r n communities. The c a r p r o v i d e d l i v i n g 

ILLUSTRATIONS ON OPPOSITF PAGF: TOP - An a r t i s t ' s r e n d e r i n g showing how 
the Vancouver ALRT l i n e c o u l d be accomodated i n an expressway median. 
BOTTOM - C r o s s - s e c t i o n o f the CPR Dunsmuir Tunnel i n d i c a t i n g how the ALRT 
l i n e would use i t i n b i - l e v e l f a s h i o n to pass beneath downtown Vancouver. 

— f r o m Mike Ro s c h l a u 
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accommodataon f o r the d e n t i s t and h i s w i f e and upon o c c a s i o n members o f 
h i s f a m i l y as i t was moved from town to town i n the n o r t h . 
Onetime UCRS member Dr. Edmund T. Guest and h i s w i f e s e r v e d f o r many y e a r s 
on the c a r , f i r s t m eeting i t i n T o r o n t o ' s S p a d i n a Yard. D u r i n g the c a r ' s 
l a s t y e a r s i t accommodated Dr. Dave Whetham and h i s w i f e , who were the 
s u b j e c t o f a N a t i o n a l E n q u i r e r a r t i c l e about 1972. A f t e r the e r s t w h i l e 
CAMROSE was r e t i r e d from s e r v i c e , i t was r e t u r n e d t o S p a d i n a Y a r d and was 
b e i n g s t r i p p e d when my mother, C a r l y n e Buck, asked about i t s d i s p o s i t i o n . 
My l a t e f a t h e r , V i c Buck, had performed r e p a i r s o v e r the y e a r s as a CN 
carman, and she remembered him t a l k i n g about i t and Dr. Guest. She soon 
c o n t a c t e d the Toronto and York D i v i s i o n o f CRIIA, which purchased the 
v e n e r a b l e 15095, s a v i n g i t from the s c r a p p i l e . S p a d i n a r e p a i n t e d the c a r 
and some o f the o r i g i n a l d e n t a l equipment and f i t t i n g s have been r e t u r n e d 
d u r i n g the course o f r e s t o r a t i o n . The c a r s t i l l has i t s o r i g i n a l mahogany 
p a n e l l i n g . 

Margaret S c r i v e n e r , Chairman o f the O n t a r i o Task Force on P r o v i n c i a l R a i l 
P o l i c y , c o n f i r m e d on F e b r u a r y 10th t h a t p l a n s are b e i n g f i n a l i z e d f o r a 
through New York C i t y - Toronto passenger t r a i n s e r v i c e by way o f C o n r a i l 
and CN t r a c k a g e . The Task F o r c e has been i n v o l v e d i n d i s c u s s i o n s i n v o l v ­
i n g VIA R a i l , Amtrak, and v a r i o u s P r o v i n c i a l and New York S t a t e o f f i c i a l s 
w h e rein agreement has been i n r e s p e c t o f the o p e r a t i o n , e x p e c t e d to 
commence on A p r i l 26th. One i m p o r t a n t a p p r o v a l which had not been o b t a i n e d 
at the date o f announcement was t h a t o f the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission. 
The proposed s c h e d u l e f o r the s e r v i c e i s as f o l l o w s : 
ARRIVE LEAVE ARRIVE LEAVE 

0845 New York C i t y 2045 
1750 1755 N i a g a r a F a l l , N.Y. 1120 1140 
1830 1840 N i a g a r a F a l l , Ont. 1100 1110 

1900 S t . C a t h a r i n e s 1036 
1917 Grimsby 1018 
1941 H a m i l t o n 0956 
1953 B u r l i n g t o n West 0942 
2004 O a k v i l l e 0931 

2035 Toronto 0905 
There would be no l o c a l t r a f f i c c a r r i e d between Toronto and H a m i l t o n . The 
Toronto-bound t r a i n would connect at B u r l i n g t o n West w i t h VIA T r a i n 79 
f o r London and Windsor. At Toronto i t would make c o n v e n i e n t c o n n e c t i o n s 
w i t h T r a i n s 87, 129, 667, 5 and 58. The New York t r a i n would have 
c o n n e c t i o n s from T r a i n s 6, 59, 128, 660 and 82 a t Toronto and w i t h T r a i n 
70 from Windsor and "London at B u r l i n g t o n West. The t r a i n c o n s i s t s , 
c o m p r i s e d o f Amtrak equipment, would i n c l u d e a baggage c a r , t h r e e Amcoaches, 
and one Amdinette, and would be h a u l e d by a s i n g l e F40PH u n i t . C o n r a i l 
crews w i l l o p e r a t e from New York C i t y t o N i a g a r a F a l l s , O n t a r i o and CN 
crews the remainder of the d i s t a n c e . Amtrak w i l l a r r a n g e t o have a s s i g n e d 
l o c o m o t i v e s commissioned f o r o p e r a t i o n i n Canada. An i n i t i a l cab s i g n a l 
t e s t e r w i l l be p r o v i d e d t o CN by Amtrak; VIA i s t o p r o v i d e r a d i o equipment 
on the u n i t s w h i l e o p e r a t i n g i n Canada. Locomotives w i l l r e c e i v e o n l y 
t u r n a r o u n d s e r v i c i n g a t T o r o n t o , w i t h c l e a n i n g equipment, water, f u e l 
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and m i s c e l l a n e o u s s u p p l i e s t o be p r o v i d e d by Amtrak. The Amdinette w i l l 
be o p e r a t e d by Amtrak employees w h i l e i n VIA o p e r a t i o n , and the c a r w i l l 
be s t o c k e d i n the U.S. f o r the f u l l round t r i p , a l t h o u g h emergency 
s u p p l i e s would be p r o v i d e d by VIA a t Toronto. VIA w i l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the s u p e r v i s i o n o f employees w h i l e the c a r i s i n O n t a r i o . 
Checked baggage on the new t r a i n s w i l l be s u b j e c t t o Amtrak baggage and 
r a i l e x p r e s s s e r v i c e . VIA and Amtrak w i l l honour each o t h e r ' s baggage 
checks. Baggage w i l l not be checked f o r p o i n t s beyond the end t e r m i n a l s . 
Amtrak i s t o s u p p l y VIA w i t h an Amcoach and an Amdinette f o r t r a i n i n g 
p urposes p r i o r t o i n a u g u r a t i o n o f the s e r v i c e , and w i l l p r o v i d e 
i n s t r u c t o r s i f r e q u i r e d . F o r the permanent o p e r a t i o n , Amtrak w i l l s u p p l y 
equipment keys t o VIA f o r i s s u a n c e t o CN o p e r a t i n g cews and to CN and 
VIA s u p e r v i s o r y s t a f f . 
I f a l l goes w e l l , A p r i l 26th p r o m i s e s t o be one o f the b r i g h t days i n 
Toron t o ' s passenger t r a i n h i s t o r y . I t i s c e r t a i n l y t o be hoped t h a t 
p atronage o f t h i s s u c c e s s o r t o the onetime CNR-Lehigh V a l l e y MAPLF LFAF 
w i l l j u s t i f y the e f f o r t s t h a t have been made by the p a r t i c i p a t i n g a g e n c i e s 
to a r r ange i t . 
With a one-way t i c k e t between Toronto and New York c o s t i n g $58 (Canadian 
o r U.S., depending on where the t i c k e t i s bought) the s e r v i c e i s 
a t t r a c t i v e l y p r i c e d . Bus f a r e i s $70, w h i l e one-way a i r f a r e i s about $120. 

R E T U R N TO T H E GOLDEN A G E 
B e i n g the f u l l t e x t o f an address d e l i v e r e d by Mr. J . Robert 

Burns, CN Area Manager f o r E a s t e r n O n t a r i o , at the UCRS Toronto 
M e e t i n g o f January 1 6 t h , 1981. 

B e f o r e s t a r t i n g i n t o my s u b j e c t t h i s e v e n i n g , I would f i r s t l i k e t o show 
you a f i l m t h a t i s e n t i t l e d "CN 50 Years L a t e r " . T h i s f i l m was a c t u a l l y 
produced and r e l e a s e d i n 1973 and undoubtedly some o f you may have a l r e a d y 
seen i t . I am making use o f i t a g a i n though, because I t h i n k i t h e l p s to 
put i n t o p e r s p e c t i v e the p r o g r e s s made by CN ov e r these 50 y e a r s . 
I am s u r e t h a t you w i l l be n o t i n g w i t h i n t e r e s t the f a c t t h a t , at the 
time i t was produced, CN was s t i l l very much i n the passenger b u s i n e s s -
the CN Tower was o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o take shape and the o r i g i n a l concept o f 
Metro C e n t r e * was i n a go-ahead p o s i t i o n a t t h a t t i m e , and the concept 
o f the new Massey H a l l on the o l d f r e i g h t shed p r o p e r t i e s had not y e t 
emerged. 
In the i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s , the o r i g i n a l dream o f Metro Centre w i t h e r e d and 
d i e d , but now i n 1981 i s e n j o y i n g a new re s u r g e n c e w i t h the r e c e n t 
announcement by CN t h a t i t p l a n s t o b u i l d a 600-room H o t e l and Convention 
Centre i n the v i c i n i t y of the Tower. When I have f i n i s h e d my g e n e r a l 
remarks, I w i l l be happy t o attempt t o answer any q u e s t i o n s e i t h e r on the 
cont e n t o f the f i l m , on my remarks to your S o c i e t y o r on the p o s i t i o n o f 
CN g e n e r a l l y . (showing o f f i l m ) 

* Metro Centre was the name g i v e n t o the l a t e r abandoned j o i n t CN-CP 
p r o p o s a l f o r a massive development based on the use o f a i r r i g h t s o v e r 
the downtown Toronto r a i l y a r d s . 
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In opening my d i s s e r t a t i o n , I would l i k e t o express thanks to the E x e c u t i v e 
and Members of the Upper Canada Railway S o c i e t y and e s p e c i a l l y P e t e r Oehm 
f o r i n v i t i n g me to come t o n i g h t to address your S o c i e t y i n your q u a r t e r s 
on A d e l a i d e S t r e e t . I have l o n g been i n t e r e s t e d i n and admired the e f f o r t s 
o f S o c i e t i e s such as yours and o t h e r s t h a t h e l p to promote the past and 
p r e s e n t w e l l - b e i n g o f the r a i l w a y i n d u s t r y g e n e r a l l y . In t a l k i n g the matter 
over w i t h P e t e r Oehm and because the s u b j e c t i s t i m e l y to a n n i v e r s a r i e s , 
he suggested t h a t i t would be a p p r o p r i a t e i f I d e a l t w i t h the s u b j e c t t o ­
n i g h t a l o n g the same g e n e r a l l i n e s as some of my r e c e n t r e f e r e n c e s under 
the theme "Return t o the Golden Age". The s u b j e c t o f r a i l r o a d i n g i s so 
v a s t and so many momentous changes have o c c u r r e d and are o c c u r r i n g at the 
p r e s e n t time t h a t I t h i n k i t would be f i t t i n g t o once again look to the 
b e g i n n i n g s o f r a i l w a y s , as w e l l as t o the great upheavals and t r a n s i t i o n s 
t h a t are p r e s e n t l y b e i n g made i n the f i e l d o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - and t h a t 
of r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n e s p e c i a l l y . 
I t has been s a i d t h a t the Golden Age o f R a i l r o a d i n g extended from the tu r n 
o f the c e n t u r y to the e a r l y 1920's. Then paved roads and the r i s e o f the 
i n t e r n a l combustion engine took away much o f the g l i t t e r and s t a r t e d a 
slow d e c l i n e t h a t was o n l y t e m p o r a r i l y a r r e s t e d by the unusual demands of 
World War 11 - but now the s p e c t r e o f an energy s h o r t f a l l i s changing the 
p i c t u r e again and r a i l w a y s are s l o w l y b e g i n n i n g a new, p r o m i s i n g and 
h o p e f u l l y l o n g - l a s t i n g resurgence. 
A l s o , h a v i n g members o f an h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y such as yours f o r an audien­
ce, I thought you might l i k e to hear something about the o r i g i n o f r a i l ­
ways g e n e r a l l y and t h e i r development over the years - t h a t r e s u l t e d on 
the l o c a l scene i n the opening o f the Grand Trunk Railway through s e r v i c e 
to M o n t r e a l 125 years ago on October 27 o f 1856 - and you w i l l , I hope, 
f o r g i v e me i f I conclude on a more t i m e l y note i n s a y i n g something of 
what CN i s doing today; a f t e r a l l , you as Canadian c i t i z e n s and t a x p a y e rs 
a r e , I am s u r e , v i t a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the w e l l - b e i n g o f CN and o f the 
s e r v i c e s i t p r o v i d e s to l o c a l and n a t i o n a l i n d u s t r y and commerce. 
Most people t h i n k t h a t r a i l w a y s , as a form o f guided ground t r a n s p o r t , 
o r i g i n a t e d d u r i n g the middle p a r t of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y and t h i s i s 
e s s e n t i a l l y so as f a r as commercial r a i l w a y s are concerned, but the 
p r i n c i p l e was i n crude a p p l i c a t i o n l o n g b e f o r e t h a t time. 
In s i m p l e s t terms, t h e r e are two elements i n the d e f i n i t i o n of a r a i l ­
way - one i s the s p e c i a l l y p r e p a r e d t r a c k designed to c a r r y heavy loads 
w i t h reduced f r i c t i o n and the o t h e r i s the system o f guidance which 
makes i t unnecessary f o r v e h i c l e s to be s t e e r e d . In t h i s s o r t of 
d e f i n i t i o n , r a i l w a y s are much o l d e r than most people r e a l i z e . 
One o f the e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s between the Greeks and the Romans was 
t h a t , w h i l e the Romans b u s i e d themselves b u i l d i n g roads a l l over Europe, 
the Greeks c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y saw no reason why they s h o u l d go to the 
t r o u b l e of forming f l a t stone s u r f a c e s 10 f e e t wide o r more when two 
narrow r u t s c a r v e d i n t o the s u r f a c e rock would s e r v e the purpose j u s t as 
w e l l . These rutways were the a n c e s t o r s o f r a i l w a y s ; they p r o v i d e d a smooth 
and r e l a t i v e l y f r i c t i o n - f r e e r u n n i n g s u r f a c e combined w i t h guidance f o r 
the wheels. From remains i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s around the M e d i t e r r a n e a n , i t 
can be seen t h a t t h e i r e n g i n e e r i n g was a l s o q u i t e s o p h i s t i c a t e d . There 
were s i d i n g s and p a s s i n g l o o p s , and the t r a c k s ran wherever p o s s i b l e 
along contours to p r e s e r v e a l e v e l grade. Rutways had the disa d v a n tage, 
though, t h a t they were i m p o s s i b l e to b u i l d except where rock l a y on o r 
near the s u r f a c e of the ground. For t h i s r e a s o n , they remained a l o c a l 
phenomenon and the c a r s and wagons which used them ran n e a r l y as w e l l on 
the Roman roads o r on no roads a t a l l . 
L i k e so many t h i n g s , they were f o r g o t t e n d u r i n g the Dark Ages. Railways 
as we know them today began w i t h the f i r s t s t i r r i n g s o f the I n d u s t r i a l 
R e v o l u t i o n , mainly i n the e a r l y mines where heavy weights had to.be moved 
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An e a r l y s p r i n g , 1980 look at VIA power at Sudbury, Ont. A l l three u n i t s 
belong to VIA, but only 6519 has r e c e i v e d the f u l l treatment. 6536 has 
had the CN logo removed from i t s nose, while 1413 remains completely i n 
i t s CP R a i l l i v e r y . „ , ,„. , . ^ ' — D a l e Wilson photo 

CPR 12 s e c t i o n - one drawing room s l e e p e r 
"Travers", at Chapleau, O n t a r i o , 
Sept. 16, 1967. The venerable heavyweight 
i s p reserved by the On t a r i o R a i l 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n the Toronto area. In i t s 
l a t e r days i t was r e p a i n t e d s i l v e r 
to match the s t a i n l e s s s t e e l "Canadian" 
equipment. Photographed at Chapleau,Ont. , 
Sept. 16, 1967. — R o n Ruck photo 

Brand new B r i t i s h Columbia Railway SD40-2 
u n i t s are shown newly a r r i v e d at 
North Vancouver, B.C. They form p a r t of 
an order f o r 12 such u n i t s , the f i r s t 
GMD power bought by the ra i l w a y . 

— Courtesy BCP A u d i o - V i s u a l S e r v i c e s 



Montreal T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission Birney car 200, e x - D e t r o i t . This car 
has been used i n recent months i n the f i l m i n g of the " P l o u f f e Family" 
movie i n Montreal. T h i s photo was taken, however, during the 1950's, 
a f t e r the car had already been s e t aside f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n . Colour 
scheme: o l i v e green, cream, and dark red r o o f . „_„ , . 

TTC ex-Birmingham PCC 4701 poses for i t s admirers on the UCRS f a r e w e l l 
t r i p on Sunday, June 22, 1980. The l o c a t i o n : eastbound on the Dundas S t . 
b r i d g e across the Don R i v e r . ^_ Thompson photo 

SEPTA 2309, s t i l l i n TTC c o l o u r s and s p o r t i n g the C o m m i s s i o n ' s famous 
advance l i g h t , r o l l s westward along T o r r e s d a l e Ave. near P r i n c e t o n Ave., 
on Route 56 ( E r i e Avenue). Note the w h i t e - p a i n t e d a n t i c l i m b e r . Oct. 16, 
1980 photo by John D. Thompson. 
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over rough s u r f a c e s and p r e v e n t e d from h i t t i n g the t u n n e l s i d e s . M i n i n g 
textbooks from 1530 onward show e a r l y r a i l w a y s o r tramways of one k i n d or 
another i n Germany. Most o f these had wagons w i t h f l a n g e d wooden wheels 
r u n n i n g on wooden r a i l s . I t was not l o n g b e f o r e these tramways extended 
out o f the mine t u n n e l s and down to n a v i g a b l e water, as t h e i r obvious 
advantages over rough mud roads were r e a d i l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 
But w i t h wooden r a i l s t h e r e was no p r o s p e c t of any o t h e r t e c h n i c a l 
improvement. Wooden wheels wore out r a p i d l y and c a s t i r o n wheels came 
i n t o use about 1760, but they chewed up the r a i l s even f a s t e r . F i r s t , 
renewable wooden s t r i p s were a t t a c h e d to the top of the r a i l s and then 
i r o n s t r a p s , but t h i s d i d not work out because they soon became l o o s e . 
R a i l s made w h o l l y of i r o n were needed and i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t they were 
f i r s t made s u c c e s s f u l l y by R i c h a r d Reynolds at Coalbrooke i n S h r o p s h i r e 
i n November, 1769. B u s i n e s s a t h i s i r o n works was s l a c k and to a v o i d 
p u t t i n g out the f u r n a c e , he began to c a s t r a i l s f o r h i s own wagonway 
i n t e n d i n g t o take them up again when demand re c o v e r e d . But they proved to 
be too v a l u a b l e ; not o n l y d i d they reduce r e p a i r c o s t s , but a horse's 
pay l o a d was more than doubled by the reduced f r i c t i o n . 
So f a r and f o r many y e a r s , r a i l w a y s had been i n s e p a r a b l e from mining. 
But the second h a l f o f the e i g h t e e n t h century was the g r e a t age of c a n a l 
b u i l d i n g , when i t seemed t h a t i n l a n d n a v i g a t i o n was the f i n a l s o l u t i o n 
to t r a n s p o r t problems. C a n a l s , though, had i n h e r e n t disadvantages which 
were to prove f a t a l . They were expensive and slow to b u i l d and clumsy 
when they came to h i g h ground. The f u r t h e r they rose above sea l e v e l , the 
worse the d i f f i c u l t i e s became and they soon reached p l a c e s where money 
c o u l d d r i v e them no f u r t h e r . 
To s e r v e l o c a l i t i e s beyond, en g i n e e r s began to b u i l d f e e d e r r a i l w a y s . So 
the new c a n a l companies found themselves o p e r a t i n g both forms of t r a n s ­
p o r t and a f t e r a w h i l e were ab l e to compare the r e s u l t s . At f i r s t , r a i l ­
ways were used o n l y very r e l u c t a n t l y and on a s m a l l s c a l e , but as t h e i r 
p r a c t i c a l advantages were demonstrated, the p l a n s began to a l t e r . Not 
l o n g b e f o r e he d i e d i n 1803, the f i r s t g r e a t B r i t i s h c a n a l b u i l d e r , the 
Duke o f B r i d g e w a t e r , remarked s o u r l y " I see m i s c h i e f i n these damn tram 
roads". One r e s u l t of the c a n a l c o n n e c t i o n s was t h a t , f o r the f i r s t time, 
r a i l w a y s began t o be c o n s i d e r e d worthy of the a t t e n t i o n of p r o f e s s i o n a l 
e n g i n e e r s . 
Some o f them were not p r e p a r e d t o accept t h a t the time-honoured design of 
a f l a n g e d wheel on a r a i s e d r a i l , d e v i s e d by e a r l y rude mechanics, was 
the r i g h t one. In 1797, Benjamin Outram adopted a system which put the 
f l a n g e i n t o an L-shaped c a s t i r o n " p l a t e " r a i l . These plateways f l o u r i s h e d 
f o r a time, e s p e c i a l l y i n South Wales, but even though t h e i r wagons c o u l d 
a l s o run on roads, they had s e v e r a l drawbacks. The " p l a t e " r a i l was 
s t r u c t u r a l l y unsound and breakages were f r e q u e n t . The flangeway a l s o 
c o n t i n u e d to c o l l e c t d i r t , a n d g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d f r i c t i o n . So, one by the 
"plateways" were c o n v e r t e d to o r d i n a r y "edge" r a i l w a y s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
to observe t h a t the term " p l a t e l a y e r " has s u r v i v e d to t h i s day on B r i t i s h 
R a i l w a y s . 

IT IT » I2^ 

Ll^r.llPOOL A ^ U M A > C H t 5 T E « K A I I V A V L I ^ E H P O O l < I n i K P i H i l 4>.|> V . M I K . " ! CR R A I L R A t l«SO I.I V m P O O L A N U « t ^ C H [ . « T L I I R A I L ^ A ) ItSi' 

During the summer of 1980, c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d i n England t h a t marked 
the opening of the f i r s t commercial r a i l w a y i n the w o r l d , the L i v e r p o o l 
and Manchester. S p e c t a c u l a r events were h e l d , i n c l u d i n g a re-enactment of 
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the " R a i n h i l l T r i a l s " which were h e l d o v e r a p e r i o d o f one week i n o r d e r 
t o f i n d a s u i t a b l e l o c o m o t i v e t o h a n d l e the t r a i n s o f the L i v e r p o o l and 
Manchester. A l l s o r t s of i d e a s f o r l o c o m o t i o n were put f o r w a r d , i n c l u d i n g 
even one on which a horse w a l k e d on a t r e a d m i l l connected to a b e l t i n 
o r d e r t o p r o v i d e power. T h i s was the "Cyclopede". Other e n t r i e s were the 
"Rocket", the " P e r s e v e r a n c e " , the " N o v e l t y " and the "sans P a r e i l " . George 
Stephenson's "Rocket" was the e v e n t u a l winner and went on over the y e a r s 
t o e v o l v e i n t p the modern steam l o c o m o t i v e . The L i v e r p o o l and Manchester 
ran i t s f i r s t s c h e d u l e d t r a i n on September 16, 1830. 
Some p e o p l e might argue t h a t the S t o c k t o n and D a r l i n g t o n was i n b u s i n e s s 
e a r l i e r , i n 1825, and d i d i n d e e d r e c e i v e a c h a r t e r from P a r l i a m e n t s e t t i n g 
i t up as a p u b l i c r a i l w a y ; but u n t i l the time o f the coming of the L i v e r ­
p o o l and Manchester i t was i n i t s e a r l y days m a i n l y concerned w i t h the 
haulage o f c o a l . I t had e a r l i e r d e v e l o p e d from a p r i m i t i v e tram road b u i l t 
t o h a u l c o a l from the f i e l d s some 15 m i l e s t o D a r l i n g t o n . Horses h a u l e d 
mine wagons, sometimes w e i g h i n g up to 50 t o n s , o v e r wooden t i e s t h a t were 
l a t e r r e p l a c e d by f l a t s t o n e s s i n c e the h o r s e s ' hooves chewed up the wood 
c r o s s p i e c e s . 
R a i l w a y s i n t h i s c o u n t r y s t a r t e d t o Be b u i l t i n e a r n e s t about the m i d d l e 
o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y and i n d e e d the o r i g i n a l Grand Trunk l i n e between 
Tor o n t o and M o n t r e a l as mentioned e a r l i e r w i l l t h i s y e a r c e l e b r a t e i t s 
125th a n n i v e r s a r y as the f i r s t t r a i n s began o p e r a t i n g on October 27, 1856. 
Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s came i n t o b e i n g on the f i r s t o f January 1923 
when l e g i s l a t i o n was passed amalgamating f i v e bankrupt r a i l w a y s . These 
were the N a t i o n a l T r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l , the Canadian N o r t h e r n , the Grand 
Trunk R a i l w a y , the Grand Trunk P a c i f i c and the I n t e r c o l o n i a l . These 
r a i l w a y s had managed t o get themselves i n t o s e r i o u s f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s 
because, d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d o f r a i l w a y mania, l i n e s were v a s t l y o v e r ­
b u i l t , sometimes from nowhere t o nowhere. O f t e n t i m e , p a r a l l e l l i n e s were 
b u i l t when not enough t r a f f i c was o f f e r i n g even t o s u p p o r t one. In the 
normal course of e v e n t s , many o f t h e s e r a i l w a y s s h o u l d have been s i m p l y 
d e c l a r e d b a n k r u p t , d i s m a n t l e d and removed. The Government of Canada d i d 
no t , however a l l o w t h i s to happen because i t would have meant t h a t these 
bankrupt l i n e s would have had t o d e f a u l t on t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s and many 
f o r e i g n s t o c k h o l d e r s would l o s e t h e i r i n v e s t m e n t w i t h a consequent b l a c k 
eye f o r Canada. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , d e c i d e d t o honour t h e s e o b l i g a t i o n s t o 
f o r e i g n s t o c k h o l d e r s and to c o n s o l i d a t e these r a i l w a y s under the name 
Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s , t o be o p e r a t e d " f o r the b e n e f i t o f the p e o p l e 
o f Canada a l o n g normal commercial l i n e s and w i t h a minimum of p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r f e r e n c e " . 
So you can see t h a t the s e t t i n g up o f Canadian N a t i o n a l as a Crown 
C o r p o r a t i o n was i n no way an experiment i n s o c i a l i s m , but came about 
because of the i n a b i l i t y at the time o f p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e t o s u p p o r t 
such a g r e a t l y o v e r - b u i l t r a i l s t r u c t u r e . These e a r l y e n t r e p e n e u r s had 
s i m p l y been too o p t i m i s t i c about the speed of Canada's development and 
had b u i l t f a r more m i l e s o f r a i l w a y than t h e r e was t r a f f i c t o s u p p o r t a t 
t h e i r time o f coming i n t o o p e r a t i o n . Today, i n 1981, t h i n g s have made an 
abrupt a b o u t - f a c e and have changed r a d i c a l l y . Many o f the l i n e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the f a r West, t h a t c o u l d not o r i g i n a l l y earn enough money 
to keep grease i n the a x l e boxes, now f i n d themselves r u n n i n g out of 
c a p a c i t y , and are b e i n g r e b u i l t w i t h l a r g e r s i d i n g s and s t r e t c h e s of 
double t r a c k . 
Everyone, I suppose, i s becoming t i r e d o f h e a r i n g about the energy c r i s i s 
and the r a p i d d e p l e t i o n of n o n - r e p l a c e a b l e f u e l s , but c e r t a i n l y t h i s 
i n c u b u s i s r e a l and becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y more menacing. N o t h i n g has 
been the same s i n c e the CPEC o i l embargo. In t h e s e few i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s . 
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the f i n i t e s t a t e o f f o s s i l f u e l s u p p l y has been brought c l e a r l y i n t o 
f o c u s . 
We l i v e and t r y t o do b u s i n e s s d u r i n g i n s a n e times when the Western World, 
o v e r l y a d d i c t e d as i t i s t o crude o i l , i s to a g r e a t e x t e n t dependent f o r 
i t s w e l l - b e i n g on the f o i b l e s o f s i c k o l d men who c o n t r o l the l i o n ' s 
s h a r e o f t h i s l i q u i d energy s u p p l y i n p o l i t i c a l l y u n s t a b l e c o u n t r i e s 
r i n g e d around the P e r s i a n G u l f . As i f t h i n g s were not bad enough, we now 
have t o contend w i t h the I r a q u i - I r a n i a n war t h a t i s g o i n g on i n the very 
e p i c e n t r e o f M i d d l e E a s t o i l - p r o d u c i n g c o u n t r i e s . Added t o t h i s nightmare 
i s the n e c e s s i t y o f t r a n s p o r t i n g t h i s crude o i l h a l f w a y around the w o r l d 
on oceans p r o w l e d by v e s s e l s f l y i n g t he hammer and s i c k l e . 
Indeed i t i s not a c o m f o r t i n g o r r e a s s u r i n g p i c t u r e . Time i s r u n n i n g out 
and the doomsday c l o c k t i c k s on. In ti m e s when o n l y t h e most f u e l - e f f i c i e n t 
means o f t r a n s p o r t can s u r v i v e i n an energy-hungry w o r l d , the f l a n g e d 
wheel on the s t e e l r a i l emerges as a c l e a r w i n n e r and maybe s a v i o u r . R a i l ­
ways a r e the most f u e l - e f f i c i e n t because they adhere t o the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e 
t h a t you can p u l l more than you can c a r r y and because the r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l 
b e a r i n g s u r f a c e o f the wheel a l o n g the r a i l makes i t easy t o overcome 
i n e r t i a and g r a v i t y . 
The wheels o f a h e a v i l y l a d e n f r e i g h t c a r , l o a d e d w i t h say 100 t o n s , touch 
the r a i l on a s u r f a c e o n l y about as b i g as a dime. The n e x t time t h a t 
you see a 100 c a r f r e i g h t t r a i n w h i z z i n g by, j u s t c o n s i d e r t h a t the wheels 
o f the whole t r a i n a r e t o u c h i n g the r a i l f o r the e q u i v a l e n t e x t e n t o f 
o n l y f o u r square f e e t . 
R a i l t r a n s p o r t o f f e r s o t h e r b e n e f i t s t o s o c i e t y t h a t sometimes are not 
p r o p e r l y c o n s i d e r e d . The b a s i c network o f r a i l w a y l i n e s needed by Canada 
i s a l r e a d y i n p l a c e . Why not u t i l i z e i t s e n s i b l y , i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g to 
ca r v e up more and more p r e c i o u s a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d t o e x t e n d the highway 
system a t a s t r o n o m i c a l c o s t t o t h e t a x p a y e r s ? 
More and more o v e r the coming y e a r s t h e w o r k l o a d i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l 
move from highway t o r a i l - w i t h the s o - c a l l e d "main l i n e h a u l " o f the 
t r u c k o r c o n t a i n e r b e i n g made on a r a i l w a y f l a t c a r . T h i s w i l l produce 
the b e s t o f b o t h w o r l d s - the f u e l e f f i c i e n c y o f the r a i l w a y and the 
f l e x i b i l i t y o f the t r u c k . 
As t h e c o s t o f f u e l c o n t i n u e s t o e s c a l a t e , the f u e l e f f i c i e n c y o f r a i l ­
ways compared w i t h o t h e r modes assumes g r e a t e r economic and s o c i a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . R a i l w a y s use o n l y about o n e - e i g h t h o f the t o t a l amount o f 
f u e l expended f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f a l l k i n d s i n Canada, y e t r a i l w a y s 
move o n e - t h i r d o f the t o t a l f r e i g h t volume. 
R a i l a l s o has the advantage t h a t i t i s n o t , l i k e some o t h e r forms, 
dependent o n l y on v a r i a t i o n s o f l i q u i d c rude. I f t h e day ever came t h a t 
the s u p p l y o f d i e s e l f u e l were exh a u s t e d , i t i s h e a r t e n i n g t o know t h a t 
r a i l w a y s can u t i l i z e any p r i m a r y s o u r c e o f power, not o n l y o i l o r wood 
or c o a l , but e l e c t r i c i t y , atomic energy o r gas. Someone has even made the 
statement t h a t the Turbo t r a i n c o u l d burn whisky - but I put t h a t down as 
j u s t a n o t h e r " r y e " o b s e r v a t i o n . 

(To be c o n c l u d e d i n the A p r i l i s s u e ) 

- CP R a i l has p l a c e d a $4 m i l l i o n o r d e r f o r 50 s p e c i a l i z e d 100-ton 5 2 - f o o t 
f i x e d end gon d o l a c a r s w i t h N a t i o n a l S t e e l Car C o r p o r a t i o n . These c a r s w i l l 
be equipped w i t h removable f i b r e g l a s s c o v e r s and w i l l be used t o t r a n s p o r t 
s t e e l c o i l s from p l a n t s i n H a m i l t o n and S a u l t S t e . M a r i e . The equipment 
i s s c h e d u l e d f o r d e l i v e r y i n J u n e - J u l y 1981 and w i l l i n c r e a s e the r a i l w a y ' s 
f l e e t o f t h i s type o f cove r e d g o n d o l a t o 212 c a r s . 



18 MARCH 1981 

RANDOM TORONTO RECOLLECTIONS by Hubert T. A l l e n 
- Some time ago I saw i n p r i n t , somewhere, t h a t TTC Large W i t t 2300 
was d i s p l a y e d at the 1923 C.N.E. T h i s c a r was d i s p l a y e d at the 1921 
E x h i b i t i o n , the f i r s t y e a r t h a t the TTC took o v e r the system. I was 
p r e s e n t a day o r two b e f o r e the grounds opened. The c a r was b e i n g 
moved, a p p a r e n t l y from the e a s t e n t r a n c e a l o n g temporary t r a c k s on the 
road which f o r m e r l y ran i n f r o n t o f the H o r t i c u l t u r a l B u i l d i n g . ( T h i s 
road was removed some y e a r s ago). I t was p u l l e d northward onto 
D u f f e r i n S t . and then backed down to r e s t on the lawn at the s o u t h ­
e a s t c o r n e r o f the f i r s t mentioned r o a d and D u f f e r i n S t . I t then 
f a c e d n o r t h so t h a t the f r o n t o f the c a r was i m m e d i a t e l y v i s i b l e as 
one e n t e r e d the D u f f e r i n Gates. 
- When Lake Shore B l v d . was widened and double t r a c k e d , through s e r v i c e 
was p r o v i d e d from Long Branch to downtown. However, due to a d i s p u t e 
w i t h the F e d e r a l Government as to whether the Humber was a n a v i g a b l e 
r i v e r , t h e r e was some d e l a y i n b u i l d i n g a new b r i d g e t o complete the 
work. D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , the s i n g l e t r a c k a c r o s s the o l d Toronto and 
York R a d i a l R a i l w a y Mimico D i v i s i o n b r i d g e was used, p r o t e c t e d by b l o c k 
s i g n a l s at e i t h e r end. I t was q u i t e a s i g h t to see W i t t t r a i n s o p e r a t i n g 
a c r o s s the o l d b r i d g e . 
- B e f o r e TTC days, n i g h t s e r v i c e was suspended from 3 A.M. to 5 A.M. 
Sunday mornings. D u r i n g the w i n t e r o f 1919-20, on one o f these Sunday 
mornings, t h e r e was a heavy f r e e z i n g r a i n . The e a r l y c a r s c o u l d not 
make i t because the r a i l s and flangeways were h e a v i l y coated. I remember 
s e e i n g a gang of men on Queen S t . West g o i n g a l o n g the t r a c k s d i g g i n g 
out the i c e . 
- Another w i n t e r s t o r y o c c u r r e d on Weston Rd. on the grade n o r t h of Rogers 
Rd. At t h a t time the o n l y snow c l e a r i n g done was by the TTC, l e a v i n g 
o n l y the c a r t r a c k s a v a i l a b l e to motor t r a f f i c . I happened a l o n g and saw 
an automobile which had l o s t t r a c t i o n coming up the h i l l . P r e s e n t l y a 
southbound Weston c a r came up and c o u l d not proceed. A f t e r some d i s c u s s i o n 
i t was d e c i d e d to push the auto w i t h t h e ' t r o l l e y , u s i n g a broom h e l d 
a g a i n s t the a n t i c l i m b e r as a b u f f e r . 
- About 1924 o r 1925, a westbound Large W i t t motor w i t h t r a i l e r became 
d i s a b l e d under the CP and CN t r a c k s at Queen and D u f f e r i n . A f o l l o w i n g 
t r a i n a r r i v e d and i t s motor was c o u p l e d to the t r a i l e r o f the dead t r a i n . 
The one motor then pushed the whole assembly up the grade and towards 
Sunnyside. 
- I wonder how many r e a d e r s remember Long Branch Race Track? The CPR 
used to o p e r a t e a race s p e c i a l from Union S t a t i o n , s t o p p i n g at P a r k d a l e 
and West Toronto, out to a s i d i n g on the Canpa Sub., which was d i r e c t l y 
b e h i n d the grandstand. I t was o f t e n doubleheaded, drawing 19 o r 20 o l d 
open p l a t f o r m wooden coaches. 
- Another race s p e c i a l s t o r y : the CN ran one to K e n i l w o r t h race t r a c k i n 
H a m i l t o n , which was a l s o a d j a c e n t t o the t r a c k s ( t h i s s i t e i s now the 
l o c a t i o n o f a l a r g e shopping c e n t r e ) . One S a t u r d a y , about noon, I was at 
Sunnyside S t a t i o n t o watch i t . On the curve j u s t b e f o r e Dowling Ave., 
some p r a n k s t e r p u l l e d the c o u p l i n g p i n on the l a s t two c a r s , f i r s t 
remembering t o shut the a i r l i n e t o the r e s t o f the t r a i n . The two l o s t 
c a r s came to a s t o p under the Dowling Ave. b r i d g e and the r e s t of the 
t r a i n c o n t i n u e d to i t s r e g u l a r s t o p at Sunnyside. There the crew became 
aware o f t h e i r l o s s . There was some delay b e f o r e the t r a i n was r e v e r s e d 
to p i c k up the two c a r s . Needless to say, the passengers were l a t e 
a r r i v i n g at the t r a c k . 
- Not many members w i l l remember the t h r e e - p i e c e t i c k e t which was i s s u e d 
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f o r the o r i g i n a l (1922) Mt. P l e a s a n t t r o l l e y coach r o u t e . When t h i s 
s e r v i c e was i n a u g u r a t e d , the TTC had not taken c o n t r o l o f the T&Y R a d i a l 
in- the c i t y . T h e r e f o r e a t h r e e - s e c t i o n t i c k e t was i s s u e d ; one p a r t was 
v a l i d on the c i t y system, one p a r t on the r a d i a l from Woodlawn to Merton 
and the l a s t f o r the t r o l l e y coach. 

^ f l ^ k ^ ^ ^ k • GO T r a n s i t has purchased Milwaukee Road l o c o m o t i v e s 63A ^•^B^^^S and 104A f o r c o n v e r s i o n to ACPU's. The u n i t s , a t time of 
^ m ^ ^ ^ F w r i t i n g , were e x p e c t e d t o a r r i v e i m m i n e n t l y at the O n t a r i o 

A A t A J C N o r t h l a n d R a i l w a y ' s N o r t h Bay shops, from which they w i l l • •©l̂ rS e v e n t u a l l y emerge as GO 910 and 911. These are the two 
a d d i t i o n a l u n i t s which are r e q u i r e d t o p e r m i t i n a u g u r a t i o n 

o f the S t r e e t s v i l l e - M i l t o n s e r v i c e . ^ , 
- - P i e r r e Patenaude 

• CP R a i l crews have now completed l a y i n g 136 l b . c o n t i n u o u s welded r a i l 
on one t r a c k on the S t r e e t s v i l l e - M i l t o n commuter c o r r i d o r . The r a i l w a y ' s 
Tamper (Canron) r a i l changeout machine l i f t e d out the o l d r a i l and l a i d 
new r a i l i n q u a r t e r m i l e l e n g t h s . A major r e b a l l a s t i n g program on the l i n e 
has a l s o been c a r r i e d o u t . O n t a r i o t a x p a y e r s a re b e a r i n g a l l but $5.6 
m i l l i o n o f the $37.6 m i l l i o n c o s t o f the 30-mile l i n e improvement. The CPR 
has r e f u s e d t o pay any g r e a t e r p r o p o r t i o n on the grounds t h a t the e x i s t i n g 
double t r a c k l i n e c o u l d have h a n d l e d f r e i g h t t r a f f i c f o r the' f o r e s e e a b l e 
f u t u r e . The o p e r a t i n g agreement p e r m i t s GO T r a n s i t t o o p e r a t e up to f i v e 
t r a i n s each way d a i l y ; a h e a v i e r s e r v i c e would r e q u i r e a l a r g e c a p i t a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e at the Humber R i v e r , presumably the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new h i g h " 
l e v e l b r i d g e t o c a r r y a t h i r d t r a c k . The M i l t o n s e r v i c e i s now s c h e d u l e d 
t o commence next October 26th, and a r i d i n g l e v e l o f 3000 passengers p e r 
day i s p r o j e c t e d at the o u t s e t . The t e n t a t i v e s c h e d u l e has inbound 
d e p a r t u r e s from M i l t o n a t 0630, 0700 and 0730, and outbound d e p a r t u r e s from 
Toronto Union S t a t i o n a t 1630, 1700 and 1730, Mondays through F r i d a y s . 
S i n g l e l e v e l coaches w i l l be used, w i t h the s u r p l u s c a r s l e a s e d t o Boston's 
MBTA ex p e c t e d to be r e t u r n e d by May 1 s t . 
• I t i s f e l t by TATOA t h a t e x t e n s i o n of the Lakeshore s e r v i c e e a s t e r l y t o 
Oshawa i s a t l e a s t f o u r y e a r s i n the f u t u r e . I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t a CN 
f e a s i b i l i t y s tudy on the use of the Pi c k e r i n g - O s h a w a s e c t i o n of the 
K i n g s t o n S u b d i v i s i o n w i l l not be completed f o r about a yea r . No p o l i c y 
d e c i s i o n on the s e r v i c e e x t e n s i o n can be ex p e c t e d u n t i l a f t e r the study 
r e s u l t s are a v a i l a b l e . In the meantime n o t h i n g at a l l has been heard 
r e c e n t l y i n r e s p e c t o f the e x t e n s i o n o f f u l l r a i l s e r v i c e w e s t e r l y from 
O a k v i l l e t o B u r l i n g t o n , which TATOA had i m p l i e d as imminent s e v e r a l y e a r s 
ago, and f o r which the s t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s are a l r e a d y i n p l a c e . 
• C o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n f u l l swing on the $10 m i l l i o n underpass west o f 
Spad i n a Avenue ( p i c t u r e d i n the February N e w s l e t t e r ) which i s de s i g n e d to 
speed up GO T r a i n o p e r a t i o n between Union S t a t i o n and E x h i b i t i o n S t a t i o n . 
The underpass, o r f l y u n d e r , i s p a r t o f a program t o improve the western 
approach t o Union S t a t i o n and which i n c l u d e s a l s o a new CTC i n s t a l l a t i o n 
( t o r e p l a c e the John S t r e e t Tower m e c h a n i c a l i n t e r l o c k i n g and the hand 
thrown s w i t c h e s a t B a t h u r s t S t r e e t ) as w e l l as improvements t o 26 m i l e s 
o f t r a c k and s w i t c h e s a l o n g the c o r r i d o r . The work w i l l i n c l u d e f u r t h e r 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n of t e n s i g n a l b r i d g e s . At B a t h u r s t S t . the e x i s t i n g two-
t r a c k m a i n l i n e t h r o a t w i l l be i n c r e a s e d t o s i x t r a c k s and the grade w i l l 
be lowered t o p r o v i d e s t a n d a r d c l e a r a n c e under the ro a d b r i d g e . The 
l o c a t i o n o f the new underpass and the new t r a c k a l i g n m e n t s i n the g e n e r a l 
a r e a a re shown i n the o v e r l a p p i n g t r a c k diagrams reproduced on Pages 20 and 21 
Combined w i t h the t r a c k changes w i l l be the l a y i n g o f two m i l e s o f 
e l e c t r i c a l ductwork. C o n s t r u c t i o n o f the new GO T r a i n daytime l a y o v e r y a r d 
on the n o r t h s i d e o f the m a i n l i n e t r a c k s between Spadina Ave. and B a t h u r s t 
S t . was completed l a t e l a s t y e a r . 
C o n g e s t i o n of t r a i n movements i n the western approach c o r r i d o r has 
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c h r o n i c a l l y p l a y e d havoc w i t h Lakeshore l i n e s c h e d u l e s , and the c o n s t r a i n t s 
o f the o l d t r a c k l a y o u t have p r e v e n t e d the a d d i t i o n o f movements through 
t h i s a r e a d u r i n g peak p e r i o d s . The f l y u n d e r w i l l a l l o w the s e p a r a t i o n o f 
GO Lakeshore movements from CN, CP and VIA f r e i g h t and passenger t r a i n s 
r u n n i n g t o and from t h e nort h - w e s t on the Weston, MacTier and Newmarket 
S u b d i v i s i o n s . C o m p l e t i o n o f a l l work i s not a n t i c i p a t e d u n t i l 1983. 
The f l y u n d e r c a r r i e s two main l i n e t r a c k s through a 4 0 0 - f o o t t u n n e l , 
which i s b e i n g c o v e r e d by a s l i d i n g form c o n c r e t e r o o f . Trackwork over 
the completed t u n n e l i s due t o s t a r t i n the s p r i n g ; ' the t r a c k s have been 
d i v e r t e d t e m p o r a r i l y s o u t h o f the c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e a . E x c a v a t i o n u n e a r t h e d 
a c o n c r e t e s l a b and a number o f 20 i n c h by 20 i n c h t i m b e r s , the remains 
of an e a r l y roundhouse which once s t o o d i n t h i s a r e a . 
I t has been r e v e a l e d t h a t e x t e n s i v e d i s c u s s i o n s took p l a c e among the 
o p e r a t o r s i n v o l v e d o f an a l t e r n a t i v e " f l a t p l a n " , which would have 
encompassed t r a c k r e a l i g n m e n t and s i g n a l changes, but no grade s e p a r a t i o n . 
T h i s a l t e r n a t i v e was p r e f e r r e d p r i n c i p a l l y by CN, which had developed i t 
i n 1977. W h i l e the f l a t p l a n had i n i t i a l a c c e p t a n c e by CP and TATOA, CP 
l a t e r changed i t s p o s i t i o n as the f l y u n d e r scheme f a v o u r s t h a t r a i l w a y ' s 
f r e i g h t movements. CN c l a i m e d t h a t the f l y u n d e r a l t e r n a t i v e i s d i s a d v a n t ­
ageous t o i t s and VIA's s w i t c h i n g movements i n the a r e a . E v i d e n t l y CP had 
made c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e s e p a r a t i o n a p r e c o n d i t i o n o f i t s g r a n t i n g r u n n i n g 
r i g h t s f o r the S t r e e t s v i l l e - M i l t o n commuter s e r v i c e . CN u l t i m a t e l y agreed 
t o the f l y u n d e r as i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s were t o be borne e n t i r e l y by 
TATOA (CN has c o n t r i b u t e d $2 m i l l i o n t o the c o s t o f s i g n a l l i n g improvements 
i n the a r e a , a c o n t r i b u t i o n which would have been made under e i t h e r 
a l t e r n a t i v e ) . 

• O n t a r i o M i n i s t e r o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and Communications James Snow has 
been a u t h o r i z e d t o n e g o t i a t e an e x t e n s i o n w i t h Hawker-fSiddeley Canada L t d . 
o f the e x i s t i n g c o n t r a c t f o r 80 GO T r a n s i t b i - l e v e l commuter coaches. T h i s 
e x t e n s i o n would encompass between 60 and 80 more c a r s o f t h i s t ype. 71 b i -
l e v e l s would r e p l a c e , on a s e a t f o r s e a t b a s i s , a l l 122 o f the e x i s t i n g 
s i n g l e l e v e l c a r s , which GO T r a n s i t would l i k e t o d i s p o s e o f ( e x c e p t f o r 
the cab c a r s ? ) . The announcement was made by P r e m i e r W i l l i a m D a v i s on 
February 6 t h i n Thunder Bay. 
• While i t i s d e v o i d o f p a r t i c u l a r s , the f i n a l GO T r a n s i t i t e m f o r t h i s 
month i s the most d r a m a t i c one s i n c e the o r i g i n a l 1965 announcement of the 
s e r v i c e . O n t a r i o P r e m i e r W i l l i a m D a v i s r e v e a l e d a t the end of January a 
.$1.5 b i l l i o n economic development p l a n f o r the P r o v i n c e , a s u b s t a n t i a l 
element o f which i s r e d u c t i o n o f dependence on Western o i l . One measure 
t o t h i s end would c o n s i s t o f the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of the e n t i r e GO T r a n s i t 
r a i l system o v e r the next f i v e y e a r s , commencing w i t h the O a k v i l l e -
P i c k e r i n g segment o f t h e Lakeshore l i n e . A c a p i t a l investment i n the system 
o f t h i s s c a l e would almost c e r t a i n l y i m p l y a more i n t e n s i v e l e v e l o f 
s e r v i c e on a l l l i n e s . 
The P r e m i e r ' s announcement c o n t a i n e d o t h e r items r e l a t e d t o p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n : 
- A $125 m i l l i o n P r o v i n c i a l i n v e s t m e n t i n u p g r a d i n g the Toronto-Windsor 
r a i l w a y c o r r i d o r (presumably f o r improved passenger s e r v i c e ) . 
- A $90 m i l l i o n UTDC I n t e r m e d i a t e C a p a c i t y T r a n s i t System l i n e between 
Toronto Union S t a t i o n and the C.N.E. grounds. 
- I n c r e a s e s i n s u b s i d i e s f o r m u n i c i p a l t r a n s i t systems u s i n g e l e c t r i c a l 
p r o p u l s i o n (what happened t o thos e t r o l l e y coaches. K i t c h e n e r , C o r n w a l l 
and Thunder Bay?) 
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OPERATING NOTES by B r i a n C. N i c k l e 
• On January 29, 1981, T r a i n 580, the s w i t c h e r f o r the Fergus S u b d i v i s i o n 
which i s based out o f Guelph, d e r a i l e d a f l a n g e r and caboose near E l o r a 
on the Fergus Sub. Both p i e c e s of equipment were r e r a i l e d l a t e r t h a t same 
day. 
• On January 30, 1981, Toronto to London VIA T r a i n No. 663 had an engine 
f a i l u r e at P e e l , near Brampton on the H a l t o n S u b d i v i s i o n . No. 663's 
en g i n e , RS-18 3112 f a i l e d , and had to be s e t o f f at t h a t l o c a t i o n . The 
o n l y power a v a i l a b l e to rescue No. 663 was SW1200RS 1235, which was 
'borrowed' from a l o c a l w o r k i n g nearby, and p u l l e d No. 663's t r a i n as f a r 
as London. With the d e l a y s i n changing the e n g i n e s . No. 663 was one hour 
and 13 minutes l a t e d e p a r t i n g Georgetown, and, s i n c e the SW1200RS c o u l d 
not m a i n t a i n the s c h e d u l e , the t r a i n l o s t time and f i n a l l y a r r i v e d i n 
London one hour and 55 minutes l a t e . No. 663's equipment r e t u r n s t o 
Toronto from London as T r a i n No. 666, d e p a r t i n g London at 1630, and GP40-2W 
9423 was taken from the CN R ectory S t . roundhouse t o power No. 666 t h a t 
a f t e r n o o n . T h i s d e l a y a p p a r e n t l y was not w e l l r e c e i v e d w i t h VIA's 
passengers, and a l e t t e r o f c o m p l a i n t about i t was seen i n the L e t t e r s t o 
the E d i t o r page i n a r e c e n t Toronto S t a r . 
• On January 31, 1981 Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s T r a i n No. 393 was r e r o u t e d o v er 
the Guelph and Thorndale S u b d i v i s i o n s through Guelph and S t r a t f o r d , 
i n s t e a d o f i t s normal r o u t i n g v i a Bayview. T h i s i s a r a t h e r unusual event, 
as No. 393 i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be somewhat o f a h o t s h o t o r p r i o r i t y t r a i n , 
and i s not r e r o u t e d very o f t e n . 
• Snow c o n d i t i o n s have caused many d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h CN's o p e r a t i o n s 
through the snowbelt areas of Southwestern O n t a r i o t h i s w i n t e r . On February 
2, 1981, S t r a t f o r d - O w e n Sound T r a i n 516 d e r a i l e d GP9 4571 i n a s i d i n g at 
Hanover, but as i t d i d not b l o c k the m a i n l i n e . T r a i n 516 was able t o 
c a r r y on to Owen Sound w i t h i t s second u n i t , GP9 4517. Engine 4571 was 
r e r a i l e d by CN's mobile hook on February 3, but T r a i n 516, w i t h o n l y a 
s i n g l e u n i t , was h e l d at Owen Sound f o r an e x t r a 24 hours and r e t u r n e d 
to S t r a t f o r d the next day a f t e r snow c o n d i t i o n s improved. A l s o on 
February 3, a CN plow e x t r a w i t h F7 9179 and GP9 4576 d e r a i l e d the snow 
plow at I l d e r t o n on the E x e t e r S u b d i v i s i o n . F o r t u n a t e l y , the plow was 
a b l e to be r e r a i l e d by the t r a c k maintenance employees, and a hook was 
not r e q u i r e d . That same day, a y a r d engine was d e r a i l e d at K i t c h e n e r , and 
was r e r a i l e d the same day by CN's m o bile hook. 
• On February 11, 1981, the l e a d i n g RDC-1 6106 had both motors f a i l as i t 
was p u l l i n g away from S t r a t f o r d s t a t i o n w i t h T r a i n No. 662, a London-
Toronto s c h e d u l e . The shopmen at t h a t l o c a t i o n were a b l e to get the 
motors on 6106 r e s t a r t e d , but the t r a i n e x p e r i e n c e d a delay which l e f t i t 
53 minutes l a t e l e a v i n g S t r a t f o r d . 
• More w i n t e r r e l a t e d o p e r a t i n g problems o c c u r r e d on February 11, 1981, 
as a CN plow e x t r a d e r a i l e d i t s snow plow near Neustadt on the Owen 
Sound S u b d i v i s i o n i n the e a r l y a f t e r n o o n hours. T h i s plow was r e r a i l e d 
and on i t s way again l a t e r t h a t same day. Oii February 12, 1981 another 
plow e x t r a , t h i s time headed f o r G o d e r i c h from London E a s t , had both 
engines f a i l on the E x e t e r S u b d i v i s i o n , j u s t south o f C l i n t o n J u n c t i o n . 
Attempts t o r e s t a r t the u n i t s were not s u c c e s s f u l , and the plow e x t r a had 
t o be r e s c u e d hours l a t e r by T r a i n 511, the w a y f r e i g h t o p e r a t i n g from 
London E a s t to G o d e r i c h . I t i s easy to see t h a t CN o f f i c i a l s w i l l be 
h oping f o r an e a r l y s p r i n g t h i s y e a r . 
• S h o r t l y b e f o r e noon on February 12, 1981 CN T r a i n 581, o p e r a t i n g from 
S t r a t f o r d t o London E a s t , d e r a i l e d b o t h l o c o m o t i v e s and t o r e up t h r e e 
p o l e l e n g t h s of t r a c k on the Thorndale S u b d i v i s i o n , between the GMD 
p l a n t l e a d and C l a r k e S i d e r o a d . S i n c e the Thorndale Sub. was b l o c k e d by 
the d e r a i l m e n t , London-Toronto T r a i n No. 664, due t o depart London at 
1205, was a n n u l l e d from London t o S t r a t f o r d , and the passengers bussed 
from London to S t r a t f o r d . VIA Toronto-London T r a i n No. 663 was a n n u l l e d 
between S t r a t f o r d and London, and the equipment was t u r n e d back to 
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Toronto as T r a i n No. 664 from S t r a t f o r d . I t s passengers were bussed to 
London. The r e s u l t i n g d e l a y s i n b u s s i n g the passengers over from London 
made No. 664 over one hour l a t e l e a v i n g S t r a t f o r d . The same procedure was 
used w i t h No. 665 as i t was a n n u l l e d between S t r a t f o r d and London, and 
i t s equipment was t u r n e d back s h o r t to Toronto as No. 666. Passengers 
were again bussed between S t r a t f o r d and London, and No. 666 was over two 
hours l a t e l e a v i n g S t r a t f o r d f o r Toronto. The l i n e was reopened l a t e r 
t h a t e v e n i n g , and No. 664's equipment f i n a l l y r e t u r n e d to Toronto as No. 
668. No cause or damage e s t i m a t e was r e l e a s e d by CN, and t h e r e were no 
i n j u r i e s i n the d e r a i l m e n t . 
WEST COAST ITEMS by Mike M a s t i n and Robert D. Webster 
• Something over $16,000 i n d o n a t i o n s as r a i s e d t o purchase a s e c t i o n o f 
the CP R a i l K e t t l e V a l l e y l i n e through Myra Canyon w i l l be r e t u r n e d to the 
donors by the K e t t l e V a l l e y Railway H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y . The money had been 
h e l d i n t r u s t s i n c e mid-1980 and w i l l be r e t u r n e d w i t h i n t e r e s t , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a l e t t e r o f thanks from the S o c i e t y . The D i r e c t o r s had a l s o been 
u n s u c c e s s f u l i n a t t e m p t i n g to r a i s e a $150,000 down payment towards a 
$1.5 m i l l i o n t r a c k r e l a y i n g p r o p o s a l by P a c i f i c N o rthern R a i l C o n t r a c t o r s 
Corp., which had a December 31, 1980 d e a d l i n e w i t h CP R a i l to remove a l l 
t r a c k from government l e a s e d l a n d . The S o c i e t y remains o p e r a t i o n a l and 
i n t e n d s to d i s c u s s o t h e r p o s s i b l e v e n t u r e s . (MM) 
• At the Railway T r a n s p o r t Committee h e a r i n g on VIA R a i l ' s $4 minimum 
f a r e on the E s q u i m a l t and Nanaimo Railway, which commenced on February 10 
at V i c t o r i a C i t y H a l l , John Cooper, Chairman o f the E&N S t e e r i n g Committee, 
t o l d the Commission t h a t s h o r t h a u l t r a f f i c had been " p r i c e d o f f the r a i l s " . 
He s t r e s s e d t h a t , as a s u c c e s s o r to the CPR, VIA s h o u l d l i v e up to i t s 
c o n t r a c t u a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s , and t h a t f o r a passenger 
t r a v e l l i n g one m i l e to pay the same f a r e as one t r a v e l l i n g 40 m i l e s was 
" m a n i f e s t l y u n j u s t and unreasonable on a l i n e which i s o n l y 140 m i l e s 
l o n g " . He s a i d f u r t h e r t h a t the type o f r e g i o n a l s e r v i c e p r o v i d e d by the 
E&N Ry. i s now an endangered s p e c i e s due to the s h o r t - s i g h t e d t r a n s p o r t ­
a t i o n p o l i c i e s now e x t a n t i n Canada. 
On the f o l l o w i n g day, VIA o f f i c i a l s endeavoured to convince the Commission 
t h a t the $4 minimum had not a f f e c t e d the E&N passenger f i g u r e s , but d i d 
not e x p e r i e n c e a s y m p a t h e t i c r e c e p t i o n . Commissioner B.R. Wolfe observed 
t h a t a bad t o u r i s t season (t h e reason advanced by VIA f o r a 
6000-passenger drop i n the r a i l w a y ' s 1980 c a r r y i n g s ) c o u i a n a r d l y be the 
reason f o r the 500-passenger l o s s i n the n o n - t o u r i s t month of November, 
1980. Mr. Wolfe a l s o lambasted VIA R a i l ' s n a t i o n a l f a r e s t r u c t u r e , which 
imposes a $4 minimum f a r e on every s e r v i c e o p e r a t e d i n the country. One 
o f the s o c i a l e f f e c t s of the f a r e p o l i c y was c i t e d by B a r b a r a W a l l a c e , 
MLA f o r Cowichan-Malahat, who p o i n t e d out t h a t o l d age p e n s i o n e r s who 
have had to g i v e up t h e i r d r i v e r s ' l i c e n c e s can no l o n g e r v i s i t r e l a t i v e s 
i n the next town because the r a i l f a r e i s too steep ( b e f o r e the o r i g i n a l 
minimum f a r e o f $3 was i n t r o d u c e d by VIA i n J u l y , 1978, passengers c o u l d 
t r a v e l s h o r t d i s t a n c e s f o r as l i t t l e as 75 c e n t s ) . James Manly, MP f o r 
Cowichan-Malahat, appeared b e f o r e the Commission to c r i t i c i z e VIA's 
d e c i s i o n to d i s c o n t i n u e the p r a c t i c e o f a l l o w i n g n a t i v e people t o t r a v e l 
at h a l f f a r e (under the e x i s t i n g f a r e s t r u c t u r e , I n d i a n s are e n t i t l e d to 
a o n e - t h i r d r e d u c t i o n of f a r e s above $4. The c o u n s e l f o r VIA s u b m i t t e d 
t h a t buses are b e t t e r f o r s h o r t h a u l t r a f f i c and t h e r e c o u l d be no r o l l ­
back of the minimum f a r e because the t a r i f f s chedule i s concerned mainly 
w i t h the n a t i o n a l system. Chairman J.T. Gray e x p r e s s e d the Commission's 
dismay t h a t VIA R a i l would r e q u i r e t h r e e months to s u p p l y t i c k e t i n f o r ­
mation l i f t e d from r e c o r d s c o v e r i n g 1977 and 1979 f o r comparison purposes. 
At the c o n c l u s i o n of the h e a r i n g , John Cooper t o l d the p r e s s t h a t he was 
"shocked by the l a c k of h a rd evidence p l a c e d b e f o r e the h e a r i n g by VIA". 
H i s o p i n i o n was t h a t t h e r e had been no c r e d i b l e r e b u t t a l to the sub­
m i s s i o n s to the e f f e c t t h a t the minimum f a r e had s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d the 
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s h o r t h a u l t r a f f i c , and t h a t the VIA spokesman had come up w i t h n o t h i n g 
but assumptions. "At t h i s r a t e " , he s a i d , "the E&N passenger s e r v i c e i s 
not g o i n g to l a s t l o n g , and I don't t h i n k t h a t VIA i s g o i n g to e i t h e r " . 
A f t e r c l o s i n g the h e a r i n g . Chairman Gray i n d i c a t e d t h a t a d e c i s i o n 
would be handed down p r i o r to the coming summer. (MM) 
• Passenger s e r v i c e on the B r i t i s h Columbia Railway was due to be 
d r a s t i c a l l y reduced on February 16th pending what a company spokesman 
d e s c r i b e d as a major d e c i s i o n on c o n t i n u i n g the s e r v i c e . Under the new 
s c h e d u l e a t r a i n w i l l l e a v e P r i n c e George f o r N o r t h Vancouver on Sundays, 
t o r e t u r n on Mondays. S e r v i c e from N o r t h Vancouver t o L i l o o e t w i l l be 
p r o v i d e d o n l y on Mondays, Wednesdays, S a t u r d a y s and Sundays. C u r r e n t l y the 
t r a i n t o L i l o o e t o p e r a t e s d a i l y and to P r i n c e George t h r e e times a week. 
The company s t a t e s t h a t the age of the RDC f l e e t i s such t h a t the s e r v i c e 
must be reduced to make equipment a v a i l a b l e at the s o u t h e r n t e r m i n a l f o r 
l o n g e r maintenance p e r i o d s (what about the c a r s i t t i n g i n P r i n c e George 
a l l week?). I t i s t r u e t h a t the passenger d e f i c i t has been very l a r g e , but 
the company has done no a d v e r t i s i n g s i n c e the mid-1950's. (RDW) 

1 1 M I S C E L L A N Y 1 1 
by Doug Page 

- The Hamilton-Wentworth R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g Committee has d e c i d e d to 
oppose the d i s c o n t i n u a n c e of VIA passenger s e r v i c e on the TH&B Railway 
between H a m i l t o n and Welland. 
- 22 c a r s of a CN f r e i g h t were d e r a i l e d n o r t h of O r i l l i a on February 14th, 
b l o c k i n g the l i n e . 
- CN may be f a c e d w i t h a r e p a i r b i l l o f more t h a t $20 m i l l i o n to r e s t o r e 
Vancouver's Second Narrows B r i d g e , damaged when s t r u c k by the f r e i g h t e r 
JAPAN ERICA i n 1979, and f o r r e r o u t i n g t r a f f i c o v e r o t h e r l i n e s d u r i n g the 
r e p a i r p e r i o d . The b r i d g e r e s t o r a t i o n amounted to $11.5 m i l l i o n , $10 
m i l l i o n i n payments had to be made to o t h e r r a i l w a y s f o r h a n d l i n g c a r s f o r 
CN, and an a b s o l u t e l o s s i n b u s i n e s s of $7 m i l l i o n w h i l e the b r i d g e was 
out of s e r v i c e has been e s t i m a t e d . L i a b i l i t y payments of o n l y about $2 
m i l l i o n from the owners o f the s h i p are a b l e to be c l a i m e d . The s i t u a t i o n 
has prompted the Commons T r a n s p o r t Committee to r e v i e w the damage and 
l i a b i l i t y p r o v i s i o n s under the Canada S h i p p i n g A c t . 
- A f t e r a booming w i n t e r p r o d u c t i o n of an 800-unit o r d e r of 100-ton 
hopper c a r s f o r the P r o v i n c e o f A l b e r t a , workers at H a m i l t o n ' s N a t i o n a l 
S t e e l Car Co. may f a c e s p r i n g l a y o f f s because of a l a c k of o r d e r s . F i r s t 
p r o d u c t i o n o f the A l b e r t a o r d e r (which i s supplemented by one f o r 200 
s i m i l a r c a r s from Hawker-Siddeley) o c c u r r e d b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s , and i s keep­
i n g 600 men busy f o r a 3| month p e r i o d . The 1000 c a r s r e p r e s e n t the f i r s t 
o f a f l e e t o f Alberta-owned hoppers which w i l l be a l l o c a t e d to the two 
major r a i l w a y s f o r the haulage of g r a i n . The sky b l u e c a r s are emblazoned 
w i t h a g o l d and y e l l o w s t y l i z e d map o f the P r o v i n c e w i t h the words 
" H e r i t a g e Fund". 
- The c l o s u r e of CN E x p r e s s f a c i l i t i e s has r e s u l t e d i n the l o s s of 27 
j o b s and n i n e j o b s r e s p e c t i v e l y a t the H a m i l t o n and N i a g a r a F a l l s t e r m i n a l s . 
CN E x p r e s s was e x p e c t e d t o have a $58 m i l l i o n d e f i c i t , up from $34 
m i l l i o n i n 1976, when i t was e s t a b l i s h e d as a s e p a r a t e d i v i s i o n of Canadian 
N a t i o n a l . The company p l a n s t o abandon the s m a l l package b u s i n e s s , known 
as Rapidex, because o f i n t e n s i v e c o m p e t i t i o n from highway c a r r i e r s , and 
to c o n c e n t r a t e on l a r g e r and h e a v i e r shipments between major t e r m i n a l s . 
F o r t y - t h r e e out o f 88 t e r m i n a l s a c r o s s Canada w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d t h i s 
y e a r and the n a t i o n w i d e work f o r c e of 5500 w i l l drop by about 1100 
employees. 
- The body of N i a g a r a , S t . C a t h a r i n e s and Toronto Railway i n t e r u r b a n c a r 
69, which has s e r v e d s i n c e 1942 as a s t o r a g e shed and l i v i n g q u a r t e r s on 
the grounds of the Henley H o t e l , on the Queen E l i z a b e t h Way at S t . 
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C a t h a r i n e s , has been donated to the O n t a r i o E l e c t r i c Railway H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n . T h i s i s the f i r s t , and l i k e l y to be the o n l y , NS&T car 
a c q u i r e d by the Rockwood group. While the c a r i s b a s i c a l l y o n l y a s h e l l , 
w i t h o u t end v e s t i b u l e s , i t i s judged to be i n good r e s t o r a b l e c o n d i t i o n , 
and the A s s o c i a t i o n has a p a i r of t r u c k s a v a i l a b l e . The S t . C a t h a r i n e s 
H i s t o r i c a l Museum had a l s o been i n t e r e s t e d i n a c q u i r i n g the c a r body, 
but d e c i d e d t h a t r e s t o r a t i o n would be beyond i t s f i n a n c i a l means. 

• C l a s s A-8 PCC 4504 i s now i n s e r v i c e a f t e r h a v i n g been m o d i f i e d f o r use 
as a t r a i n i n g c a r . The most n o t i c e a b l e e x t e r n a l change i s the r o o f p l a t ­
form b e s i d e the t r o l l e y base, where t r a i n e e O perators s t a n d as an 
I n s t r u c t o r e x p l a i n s the o p e r a t i o n of the p o l e . 4504 r e p l a c e s ex-
Birmingham PCC 4700, which has been r e t i r e d due t o e l e c t r i c a l problems. 
4504 i s o n l y the second A-8 c l a s s car to have been r e t i r e d from passenger 
s e r v i c e , the f i r s t h a v i n g been 4513 which was scrapped f o l l o w i n g c o l l i s i o n 
damage. 4504 i s a l s o the f i r s t heavy r e b u i l d car to have f i n i s h e d i t s 
passenger c a r r y i n g r o l e . Another reason f o r 4504's s e l e c t i o n as the new 
i n s t r u c t i o n c a r was t h a t the s e a t s h e l l s f o r the e x p e r i m e n t a l angled 
s e a t i n g i n the forward h a l f of the c a r b l o c k o f f the h e a t i n g d u c t s , making 
the i n t e r i o r u ncomfortably c o l d i n w i n t e r . The r e t i r e m e n t of 4700 was 
c l o s e l y f o l l o w e d by t h a t of 4701, r e n d e r i n g the A-13 c l a s s e x t i n c t , at 
l e a s t i n Toronto. 4701 was observed i n H i l l c r e s t on January 19th b e i n g 
s t r i p p e d f o r p a r t s . 
• Encouraging news i s t h a t the TTC and the CNR have a r r i v e d at a "memor­
andum of u n d e r s t a n d i n g " r e l a t i v e to o c c u p a t i o n of a p o r t i o n o f the 
Uxbridge S u b d i v i s i o n r i g h t - o f - w a y by the Scarborough L i g h t Rapid T r a n s i t 
l i n e . T h i s f o l l o w s about a y e a r of d i s c u s s i o n s on the matter, d u r i n g 
which p e r i o d the advance of LRT c o n s t r u c t i o n n o r t h e r l y from E g l i n t o n Ave. 
has been p r e v e n t e d . O r i g i n a l l y CN wanted agreements r e s p e c t i n g both 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and o p e r a t i o n of the LRT l i n e n e g o t i a t e d and executed b e f o r e 
the TTC c o u l d secure e n t r y t o the r i g h t - o f - w a y . L a t t e r l y the r a i l w a y ' s 
p o s i t i o n has s o f t e n e d to the e x t e n t t h a t i t has agreed to major p o i n t s 
o f p r i n c i p l e b e i n g the s u b j e c t o f j o i n t s i g n a t u r e on the memorandum even 
though some p o i n t s of disagreement may remain w i t h r e s p e c t t o the two 
a f o r e s a i d agreements t h a t must u l t i m a t e l y be s i g n e d . CN now i s w i l l i n g 
to p e r m i t LRT c o n s t r u c t i o n t o b e g i n b e f o r e these agreements are f i n a l i z e d . 
The p r i n c i p a l m a tters s e t f o r t h i n the memorandum i n c l u d e t h a t the term 
of the o p e r a t i n g agreement s h a l l be 99 y e a r s ; t h a t one lump sum payment 
of $395,335 s h a l l be made to CN, g i v i n g the TTC the use of s u r f a c e , 
s u b - s u r f a c e and a e r i a l r i g h t s , w i t h the Commission to be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
r e a l t y t a x e s ; t h a t the c o n s t r u c t i o n agreement s h a l l be s i g n e d by A p r i l 
1, 1981, and t h a t the o p e r a t i n g agreement s h a l l be s i g n e d by December 
31, 1981. The l a t t e r agreement i s t o c o n t a i n a w a i v e r s a v i n g CN harmless 
from " a l l l o s s , expense o r damage r e s u l t i n g from the e x i s t e n c e o r 
o p e r a t i o n o f the LRT on CN l a n d s and lands a d j a c e n t t h e r e t o " ; i n c l u d e d 
w i t h i n such l o s s , expense o r damage i s t h a t which might be o c c a s i o n e d by 
any " d e r a i l m e n t , f i r e , e x p l o s i o n o r gaseous e m i s s i o n " r e s u l t i n g from CN 
o p e r a t i o n o r from the " a c t i o n , n e g l i g e n c e o r misconduct of a t h i r d p a r t y . " 

— B a s e d on i n f o r m a t i o n from Ted Wickson 
- The f i n a l r e p o r t o f the O n t a r i o Task Force on P r o v i n c i a l R a i l P o l i c y , 
which had been expected to be r e l e a s e d i n March, w i l l not be made p u b l i c 
u n t i l some time a f t e r A p r i l 1 s t because of the March 19th P r o v i n c i a l 
e l e c t i o n . 
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UCRS and other 
events ond octivities 

by Ed Campbell 
- The Annual Meeting o f the Upper Canada Railway S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d at 
the S t r o l l e r s ' C l u b , 92 A d e l a i d e S t . West a t 8 P.M. on F r i d a y , March 2 0 t h , 
to e l e c t t h r e e D i r e c t o r s . P l e a s e note t h a t o n l y members i n good s t a n d i n g 
can vote o r be nominated f o r D i r e c t o r . Nominations are b e i n g taken by 
John Thompson, who may be c o n t a c t e d a t (416) 759-1803. Nominations may 
a l s o be made from the f l o o r at the meeting. Make s u r e t o a t t e n d t h i s 
i m p o r t a n t meeting. 
- T h i s y e a r , as u s u a l , t he S o c i e t y w i l l have a booth at the Canadian 
N a t i o n a l Sportmen's Show, at the Col i s e u m , Canadian N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n 
grounds, Toronto, March 20th t o 29th i n c l u s i v e . Help i s needed from 
members t o move and put i n p l a c e the equipment f o r the show and to 
r e p r e s e n t the S o c i e t y i n the booth where p u b l i c a t i o n s are s o l d . P l e a s e 
c a l l and o f f e r your h e l p t o George Meek (532-5617) o r J i m Walther 
(294-2737). Your a s s i s t a n c e w i l l be very much a p p r e c i a t e d . L e t ' s make 
our show an o u t s t a n d i n g s u c c e s s t h i s y e a r l 
- The Annual Meeting o f the UCRS w i l l be the l a s t meeting to be h e l d at 
the S t r o l l e r s ' C l u b , which has d e c i d e d not t o re n t i t s q u a r t e r s i n the 
f u t u r e . Members s h o u l d watch t h i s s e c t i o n o f the N e w s l e t t e r c l o s e l y f o r 
the l o c a t i o n s of f u t u r e meetings u n t i l s u i t a b l e permanent replacement 
q u a r t e r s a re found. S u g g e s t i o n s f o r a s u i t a b l e p l a c e w i l l be very welcome 
from a l l members. Give your s u g g e s t i o n s to George Meek (532-5617). 
- A new l o c a t i o n f o r the s t o r a g e of the p u b l i c a t i o n s , a r c h i v e s and 
r e c o r d s o f the S o c i e t y i s a l s o r e q u i r e d , as the church a t which the 
s t o r a g e space i s p r e s e n t l y l o c a t e d i s now f o r s a l e . Members are asked a l s o 
to l o o k f o r and suggest s u i t a b l e space f o r t h i s purpose. George Meek w i l l 
be g l a d t o have your s u g g e s t i o n s , o r you may c a l l Bob W i l l i a m s o n at (416) 
335-9808. 
- P l e a s e note t h a t the R e g u l a r Toronto UCRS meetings i n both A p r i l and 
May w i l l be h e l d on the f o u r t h F r i d a y o f the month because o f the t h i r d 
F r i d a y s b e i n g on h o l i d a y weekends. 
- Orders f o r the "Autumn R a i l s and T r a i l s " on September 27, 1981 are 
coming i n q u i c k l y , so members s h o u l d send i n t h e i r o r d e r s r i g h t away. 
You have r e c e i v e d an advance n o t i c e i n a r e c e n t f l y e r . 
F r i d a y , March 13 - OSHOME Meeting at Rosedale P r e s b y t e r i a n Church at 
South D r i v e and Mt. P l e a s a n t Rd., to i n c l u d e a re p e a t o f H a r o l d Ledsham's 
s l i d e s and t a l k on the 150th a n n i v e r s a r y o f the R a i n h i l l Locomotive 
T r i a l s i n England. 
F r i d a y , March 20 - Annual UCRS Meeting (see note above). 
F r i d a y , March 27 - Reg u l a r H a m i l t o n Chapter Meeting a t the CN s t a t i o n at 
8 P.M. The program w i l l c o n s i s t o f a 35mm s l i d e show by members. Ev e r y ­
body welcome. We are p l e a s e d t o r e p o r t t h a t Doug Page i s now out o f 
h o s p i t a l and a t t e n d e d the February 27 Ha m i l t o n meeting (which was h e l d 
a f t e r a l l ) . 
- The Toronto T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S o c i e t y w i l l h o l d a s p r i n g e x c u r s i o n on 
Saturd a y , May 2nd u s i n g a Great Lakes L i n e s E n g l i s h F o r d MCW highway 
coach. The e i g h t - h o u r t r i p w i l l d e part from the TTC Long Branch Loop at 
9:15 A.M.; s t o p s o f i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e the H a m i l t o n R a d i a l E l e c t r i c R a i l ­
way's O a k v i l l e S t a t i o n , the-Grand R i v e r - L a k e E r i e and Nort h e r n shops a t 
P r e s t o n , and s t a t i o n s at P a r i s , G a i t , H e s p e l e r and Guelph. Time w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e f o r a s t o p a t the H a l t o n County R a d i a l Railway (OERHA) at 
Rockwood. There w i l l a l s o be a l u n c h s t o p . T i c k e t s are a v a i l a b l e by m a i l 
from the Toronto T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S o c i e t y , 227 Hanna Rd., Toronto M4G 3P3 
at $14 each p r i o r t o A p r i l 1 s t and $15 each a f t e r t h a t date. Orders 
r e c e i v e d a f t e r A p r i l 25th w i l l have t i c k e t s h e l d f o r the day o f the t r i p . 
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- SWITZERLAND...August 1 - 15..Tramway systems i n Z u r i c h , Bern, B a s l e , 
Geneva; p l u s mountain r a i l w a y s , L u z e r n e t r a n s p o r t museum, m a i n l i n e s and 
famed t u n n e l s ; G l a c i e r E x p r e s s and more. P o s t - t o u r o p t i o n t o c o n t i n u e 
t r a v e l on E u r a i l p a s s . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e Swiss T r a i n T r i p 
c/o A.H. T u r r i t t i n , 100 A l b e r t u s Ave., T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o M4R 1J7 ( A r r a n g e ­
ments w i t h S k y t r a i n T r a v e l L t d . , T o r o n t o ) . 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (IN WHICH HE IS JOINED BY THE TREASURER) 
Once a g a i n , i t i s time f o r a s t a t e - o f - t h e - u n i o n r e p o r t . Each D i r e c t o r 
w i l l r e v i e w h i s a c t i v i t i e s i n d e t a i l on March 20th at the Annual M e e t i n g . 
We w i l l r e s t r i c t our comments t o p r o v i d i n g an o v e r v i e w . 
Membership h e l d up w e l l i n 1980. 
P u b l i c a t i o n s s a l e s d e c l i n e d somewhat and d i d not r e a l i z e t h e i r income 
p o t e n t i a l f o r a v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s . There were fewer e x c u r s i o n s , problems 
w i t h s a l e a b l e items b e i n g a v a i l a b l e , i n a d e q u a t e m a r k e t i n g e f f o r t and 
poor s e r v i c e i n f i l l i n g i n c o m i n g o r d e r s . 
E x c u r s i o n s were more l i m i t e d i n 1980 due t o e x c e s s i v e c o s t s l e v i e d by 
VIA and CN, and s e v e r e l i m i t a t i o n s on p o t e n t i a l r o u t e s p e r m i t t e d . Even 
Cape Race e x c u r s i o n s moved beyond our r e a c h . However, the e x c u r s i o n s 
t h a t o p e r a t e d were w e l l r e c e i v e d ; f o r example: 
- on J u l y 19th, we o p e r a t e d one o f 6060's r e t i r e m e n t t r i p s t o N i a g a r a 
F a l l s . I t was a p e r f e c t day, but s a d l y n o s t a l g i c . CN s o l d 6060 t o the 
A l b e r t a Government f o r $2.00. We u n d e r s t a n d 6060 e x c u r s i o n s w i l l be 
o p e r a t e d from Edmonton i n 1981. 
The UCRS c u r r e n t l y has t h r e e main a c t i v i t i e s : e x c u r s i o n s ; N e w s l e t t e r and 
R a i l and T r a n s i t ; P u b l i c a t i o n s S a l e s . 
E x c u r s i o n s have a l r e a d y been re v i e w e d . 
As you a l l know, e x c e l l e n t p r o g r e s s has been made i n 1980 i n g e t t i n g the 
N e w s l e t t e r "back on t r a c k " . S t u Westland and John Thompson are t o be 
h i g h l y commended f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s . We have r e c e i v e d numerous l e t t e r s i n 
s u p p o r t o f the new format. The 1980 R a i l and T r a n s i t w i l l be out i n 
s e v e r a l weeks. The p u b l i c a t i o n o f a 1981 R a i l and T r a n s i t w i l l depend 
upon the f i n a n c i a l c a p a b i l i t y o f the S o c i e t y . 
One major problem f o r the S o c i e t y i n 1980 has been the i n a b i l i t y o f 
P u b l i c a t i o n S a l e s t o f i l l o r d e r s w i t h i n a r e a s o n a b l e time frame. We have 
been i n u n d a t e d w i t h c o m p l a i n t s i n t h i s r e g a r d and the 1981 Board of 
D i r e c t o r s must e s t a b l i s h t h i s problem as a p r i o r i t y i t e m f o r c o r r e c t i o n . 
D u r i n g 1980, an u n d e s i r a b l e t r e n d became apparent. A number of D i r e c t o r s 
and S o c i e t y members, a f t e r assuming r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s , 
r e s i g n e d i n the m i d d l e o f the y e a r and/or l e f t the S o c i e t y i n the l u r c h 
w i t h uncompleted t a s k s , which then had to be p i c k e d up by a l r e a d y o v e r ­
worked D i r e c t o r s and members. P l e a s e do the S o c i e t y a f a v o u r and don't 
assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a t a s k , u n l e s s you i n t e n d t o complete the j o b 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 
I n sum, u n l e s s more members are w i l l i n g t o come f o r w a r d and work, the 
S o c i e t y w i l l be i n s e r i o u s t r o u b l e . 

P e t e r F. Oehm, P r e s i d e n t 

Antony V i g e r s , T r e a s u r e r 
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