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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 

With t h i s i s s u e , the o r i g i n a l U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r makes i t r e a p p e a r ­
ance. The l a s t i s s u e of R a i l and T r a n s i t t o c a r r y a number i n the 
o r i g i n a l N e w s l e t t e r S e r i e s was J u l y - A u g u s t 1978 (#362) and t h i s i s s u e 
i s a c c o r d i n g l y #363. The N e w s l e t t e r I n f o r m e r , p u b l i s h e d i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s , w i l l be c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n e f f e c t i v e w i t h the 
Feb r u a r y i s s u e , and b e f o r e p r o c e e d i n g f u r t h e r w i t h t h i s I n t r o d u c t o r y 
Statement i t i s o n l y f i t t i n g t h a t an e x p r e s s i o n o f a p p r e c i a t i o n be 
made t o Mr. Ed Campbell who, s i n g l e h a n d e d l y , assembled the m a t e r i a l 
f o r the Informer and kept the p u b l i c a t i o n coming t o the members, on 
ti m e . Mr. Campbell w i l l c o n t i n u e to assemble the m a t e r i a l on exc u r ­
s i o n s , meetings and o t h e r coming events f o r the N e w s l e t t e r . 

At a meeting o f the D i r e c t o r s o f the S o c i e t y h e l d on December 13, 1979 
i t was d e c i d e d t h a t the U.C.R.S. N e w s l e t t e r would be r e i n s t a t e d on a 
12 months p e r ye a r b a s i s w i t h the s t a r t o f the new y e a r and t h a t the 
S o c i e t y ' s o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n . R a i l and T r a n s i t , would be p u b l i s h e d on 
a t h r e e i s s u e s per ye a r s c h e d u l e . I t i s hoped t h a t t h e s e p u b l i c a t i o n 
arrangements w i l l e n a ble news t o be d i s s e m i n a t e d t o members more 
q u i c k l y and, at the same t i m e , p r o v i d e a medium f o r the more f r e q u e n t 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of s h o r t f e a t u r e a c t i c l e s , m o t i v e power and c a r equipment 
news and n o t e s , t r i p r e p o r t s and l i k e m a t e r i a l . R a i l and T r a n s i t , on 
the o t h e r hand, w i l l c o n t i n u e t o p r e s e n t more e x t e n s i v e i l l u s t r a t e d 
c overage o f s e l e c t e d m a t t e r s , under the guidance o f Dave Smith and Ron 
La y t o n . 

More than ever b e f o r e the p l a n i s to make the N e w s l e t t e r a p u b l i c a t i o n 
not o n l y f o r the members o f the S o c i e t y but a l s o Uy those members. 
The e v e r - p r e s e n t p l e a goes out f o r the s u b m i s s i o n o f news and o t h e r 
m a t e r i a l , and the E d i t o r r e s o l v e s t h a t e v e r y t e x t u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n , no 
m a t t e r how s m a l l , w i l l be used and t h a t c r e d i t l i n e s w i l l always be 
g i v e n , u n l e s s a r e q u e s t i s s p e c i f i c a l l y made to the c o n t r a r y . Members 
are a l s o i n v i t e d to w r i t e guest e d i t o r i a l s , and every l a t i t u d e w i l l be 
g i v e n f o r the f r e e e x p r e s s i o n o f o p i n i o n s u b j e c t t o the bounds o f good 
t a s t e . 

The scope o f the p u b l i c a t i o n i s i n t e n d e d t o be Canada-wide, and i n 
a d d i t i o n a l i m i t e d amount o f U.S. and f o r e i g n m a t e r i a l w i l l be p r e s e n t ­
ed, on a s e l e c t i v e b a s i s . A p a r t i c u l a r e d i t o r i a l p l e a i s made i n 
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r e s p e c t o£ the s u b m i s s i o n by members o£ t r i p re'ports, whetTier the 
d e s t i n a t i o n s have been f a r or n e a r , w i t h accounts of the r a i l w a y and 
t r a n s i t o b s e r v a t i o n s made on such t r i p s . One good r a i l f a n t r i p r e p o r t 
can be worth t e n a r t i c l e s c a l l e d from o f f i c i a l s o u r c e s , i n s o f a r as 
i n t e r e s t t o , and enjoyment by, o t h e r members i s concerned. 
T h i s f i r s t i s s u e does not f o l l o w the i n t e n d e d g e n e r a l format of the 
N e w s l e t t e r ; i t i s p l a n n e d to i n c l u d e photographs a l t h o u g h such w i l l 
be c o n f i n e d to one or two pages per i s s u e i n the i n t e r e s t s o f 
economy of p r o d u c t i o n . Maps and l i n e drawings w i l l appear from time 
to time on o t h e r pages. The submiss-ion of photos f o r use i n the 
N e w s l e t t e r i s encouraged, but the s u b j e c t s s h o u l d be newsworthy and 
the s u b m i t t e d p r i n t s sharp i n q u a l i t y , o f good b l a c k and w h i t e 
c o n t r a s t , w i t h a l l p a r t s of the l o c o m o t i v e ( s ) or o t h e r r o l l i n g s t o c k 
w e l l l i t . F u l l i n f o r m a t i o n as to d a t e , l o c a t i o n and r e l e v a n t t e c h ­
n i c a l m a t t e r s s h o u l d be c l e a r l y w r i t t e n on the back of the p r i n t f o r 
c a p t i o n w r i t i n g p u r p o s e s . The S o c i e t y cannot u n d e r t a k e to pay f o r 
p h o t o g r a p h s , whether used i n the N e w s l e t t e r or n o t . I f a s u b m i t t e d 
photograph meets a l l of the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s above s e t f o r t h , t h e r e i s 
no reason not to expect i t to be used. I t i s hoped to s e t and 
u n i f o r m l y m a i n t a i n a h i g h s t a n d a r d of q u a l i t y f o r p h o t o g r a p h i c mat­
e r i a l used i n the p u b l i c a t i o n . 

W h i l e , as mentioned above, R a i l and T r a n s i t w i l l p r e s e n t l e n g t h i e r 
f e a t u r e m a t e r i a l , i t i s i n t e n d e d t h a t the N e w s l e t t e r p r e s e n t m otive 
power and equipment r o s t e r s and assignment l i s t s where such are o f 
a s i z e t h a t they can be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y accommodated w i t h i n the 
pages of the l a t t e r p u b l i c a t i o n . A g a i n , the s u b m i s s i o n by members 
of t h i s type of m a t e r i a l would be most welcome; b o t h p r e s e n t - d a y 
and h i s t o r i c a l r o s t e r s and l i s t s are i n t e n d e d to be used. E l e c t r i c 
r a i l w a y and t r a n s i t m a t e r i a l w i l l not be r e l e g a t e d to a s e p a r a t e 
s e c t i o n at the back of the N e w s l e t t e r , but may appear at any p o i n t 
i n the pages, i n k e e p i n g w i t h the S o c i e t y ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y - a v o w e d 
i n t e r e s t i n r a i l w a y s i n a l l of t h e i r forms and i n a l l means of pro­
p u l s i o n . In t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , and i n common w i t h many r a i l p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s , i t i s i n t e n d e d t h a t t r a n s i t coverage i n c l u d e t r o l l e y buses 
because of most r a i l f a n s ' g e n e r a l a f f i n i t y f o r them. 

I t i s p l a n n e d , as a f u r t h e r s e r v i c e to members, to r e i n s t a t e the 
"Readers' Exchange" S e c t i o n w h e r e i n items f o r s a l e or t r a d e , items 
wanted or i n f o r m a t i o n wanted can be l i s t e d . There w i l l be no 
charge made f o r e n t r i e s , and no y e a r l y quota w i l l be s e t on the 
number of e n t r i e s t h a t can be s u b m i t t e d . The o n l y s t i p u l a t i o n i s 
t h a t the items l i s t e d must be r a i l w a y or t r a n s i t m a t e r i a l and/or 
cameras or o t h e r p h o t o g r a p h i c equipment. R a i l w a y m a t e r i a l , i n c i d ­
e n t a l l y , does i n c l u d e model r a i l r o a d equipment. Other r a i l w a y 
e n t h u s i a s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s and model r a i l r o a d c l u b s w i l l be welcome 
to have t h e i r m e e t i n g s , e x c u r s i o n s or open houses l i s t e d i n the 
N e w s l e t t e r at no charge, the p h i l o s o p h y a g a i n b e i n g t h a t such 
announcements are a s e r v i c e to U.C.R.S. members. 

I t i s hoped t o b u i l d a " r o s t e r " o f r e g u l a r s t a f f c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
f o r the N e w s l e t t e r i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y , and t h i s does 
not e x c l u d e r e g u l a r members r e s i d e n t i n the Toronto and H a m i l t o n 
a r e a s . The u l t i m a t e s i z e o f the Toronto e d i t o r i a l s t a f f cannot 
be d e t e r m i n e d a t t h i s time but w i l l i n c l u d e , i n a d d i t i o n to the 
E d i t o r , Mr. John D. Thompson as A s s i s t a n t E d i t o r . He w i l l concen­
t r a t e on the p r o d u c t i o n end of the p u b l i c a t i o n as w e l l as b e a t i n g 
the bushes ( o r r i g h t - o f - w a y weeds?) f o r m a t e r i a l . 
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L a s t l y , but most i m p a r t a n t l y , i t i s the s i n c e r e i n t e n t i o n o£ the 
E d i t o r s t h a t the N e w s l e t t e r be k e p t on t i m e , l i k e a l l good r a i l ­
ways. M a i l i n g s w i l l be t i m e d to i n f o r m r e g u l a r Toronto members, 
at l e a s t , o f the t h i r d F r i d a y meeting f o r the month of i s s u e . The 
e d i t o r i a l s t a f f w i l l s t r i v e to produce a N e w s l e t t e r t h a t w i l l not 
o n l y be o f v a l u e to i t s r e a d e r s f o r i t s c o n t e n t , but which may be 
counted upon by them to a r r i v e a t t h e i r f r o n t doors when they 
expect i t . 

S t u a r t I . W e s t l a n d , 
E d i t o r 

T.T.C. PCC CAR DISPOSAL DECISION 

On November 27th the T.T.C. d e c i d e d to d i s p o s e of a t o t a l o f 167 o f 
i t s p r e s e n t t o t a l o f 340 PCC c a r s . Of the 167 u n i t s , ^ 15 were at 
the time o f the d e c i s i o n s t o r e d u n s e r v i c e a b l e by reas'on of c o l l i s i o n 
damage, e l e c t r i c a l b u r n o u t s , e t c . , and are t o be s o l d f o r s c r a p . 
The o t h e r 152 c a r s c o n s i s t o f those r e m a i n i n g c a r s i n C l a s s e s A-6 
(4300-4399) and A-7 (4400-4499) which were not s u b j e c t to the heavy 
r e b u i l d program of 1971-1974, t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l r e m a i n i n g c a r s i n 
C l a s s e s A-9 (4550-4574), A-11 (4625-4674), A-12 (4675-4699) and 
A-13 (4700-4747), none o f which c l a s s e s ( a l l purchased second hand) 
were s u b j e c t to the heavy r e b u i l d program. The 152 c a r s w i l l be 
d i s p o s e d o f by s a l e " i n the b e s t i n t e r e s t s o f the Commission". The 
a c t u a l removal from Commission p r o p e r t y would be at a r a t e matching 
t h a t o f the d e l i v e r y o f the CLRV's. 

The r o s t e r a t the end o f 1980, assuming t h a t a l l CLRV's have been 
r e c e i v e d and a l l o f the abovementioned 152 PCC's have been d i s p o s e d 
o f , w i l l c o n s i s t of 369 c a r s , not i n c l u s i v e o f the t h r e e s e m i - a c t i v e 
P e t e r W i t t s . T h i s c o n t r a s t s w i t h a t o t a l o f 354 c a r s (the 340 PCC's 
p l u s 14 a c c e p t e d CLRV's) i n October 1979. The a c t u a l s e r v i c e r e q u i r e ­
ments at p r e s e n t t o t a l o n l y 306 c a r s , as i n d i c a t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g 
t a b l e : 

SCHEDULED SERVICE 
CNE EXTRAS 
TRANSPORTATION EXTRAS (3%) 
RESERVE FOR MAINTENANCE: 

CLRV'S (7%) 
PCC'S (121) 

TOTAL CITY SYSTEM 

SCARBOROUCH LRT LINE 
(INCLUDINC RESERVE FOR 
MAINTENANCE) 
TRAININC CAR 4700 

CLRV PCC TOTALS 

163 82 245 
7 7 
8 8 

11 - 11 
-_ _12_ _12_ 

174 109 283 

22 - 22 

1 1 

TOTALS 196 110 306 
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I t w i l l be n o t e d t h a t the r e q u i r e d t o t a l o f PCC c a r s , a s i d e from the 
T r a i n i n g Car, i s 109, 64 c a r s l e s s than the t o t a l o f 173 c a r s ( o f 
C l a s s e s A-6, A-7 and A-8) i n c l u d e d i n the heavy r e b u i l d program. 
However, the Commission has d e c i d e d to r e t a i n a l t o f these c a r s , at 
l e a s t on a pro tem b a s i s , i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f the p o s s i b i l i t y o f i n ­
c r e a s i n g r i d e r s h i p as a r e s u l t of r i s i n g gas and o i l p r i c e s . Having 
r e g a r d f o r the d e t e r i o r a t i o n t h a t i n e v i t a b l y seems t o o c c u r when 
s u r p l u s equipment i s s t o r e d s e r v i c e a b l e , i t i s to be hoped t h a t a l l 
173 of the Heavy R e b u i l d s w i l l be kept a c t i v e by b e i n g r o t a t e d i n 
and out of s e r v i c e . These c a r s are now a n t i c i p a t e d f o r replacement 
(by f u t u r e o r d e r s o f CLRV's, presumably) i n the 1983-1986 p e r i o d . 
At the time o f the heavy r e b u i l d program, the r e b u i l t c a r s were 
e s t i m a t e d to have a f u r t h e r l i f e (from t h a t time) of 8 to 10 y e a r s . 

An i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the above t a b l e of s e r v i c e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s i s t h a t the 22-car complement e s t i m a t e d f o r the Scar­
borough LRT l i n e i s based on an assumed peak 3'20" headway w i t h 2-
c a r t r a i n s between Kennedy S t a t i o n and McCowan S t a t i o n . The s e r v i c e 
r e q u i r e m e n t s as p r e s e n t e d do not r e f l e c t the equipment needs of a 
McCowan S t a t i o n - F i n c h ( M alvern) e x t e n s i o n of the Scarborough l i n e 
nor o f a Spadina (or Spadina-Queens' Quay) s t r e e t c a r l i n e , b o t h of 
which p o s s i b i l i t i e s are r e c o g n i z e d i n the s t a f f r e p o r t which l e d to 
the PCC d i s p o s a l d e c i s i o n . ( I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to r e c a l l t h a t the 
o r i g i n a l heavy r e b u i l d program c o v e r e d 150 c a r s , to which t o t a l an 
a d d i t i o n a l 23 c a r s were l a t e r added f o r the purpose of f i l l i n g the 
equipment r e q u i r e m e n t of the Spadina c a r l i n e ) . 

A l s o c o n s i d e r e d i n the d i s p o s a l (and r e t e n t i o n ) d e c i s i o n was the 
p r e s e n t s t o r a g e c a p a c i t y on the system, w i t h and w i t h o u t S t . C l a i r 
Carhouse. I f the l a t t e r f a c i l i t y was to be used f o r c a r s t o r a g e 
f o l l o w i n g i t s post-1980 v a c a t i n g by UTDC, c a p a c i t y on the system 
would be 543 c a r s , o b v i o u s l y w e l l i n excess of needs. I f the c a r -
house o n l y was to be used at S t . C l a i r , the system s t o r a g e c a p a c i t y 
would be 416 c a r s , comprised of 173 spaces at R u s s e l l , 173 spaces 
at R o n c e s v a l l e s , 24 spaces at H i l l c r e s t and 46 spaces at S t . C l a i r . 
W ithout S t . C l a i r , the system c a p a c i t y i s 370 c a r s , 3 c a r s l e s s 
than the t o t a l o f the CLRV's, Heavy R e b u i l d PCC's, 3 P e t e r W i t t s 
and 4700. The c o n c l u s i o n has a c c o r d i n g l y been reached t h a t S t . 
C l a i r i s not r e q u i r e d f o r c a r s t o r a g e and t h a t the 64 s u r p l u s PCC's 
to be r e t a i n e d pro tem can be accommodated at R o n c e s v a l l e s and 
R u s s e l l . T h i s would seem f o r t u n a t e i n t h a t the c a r s can r e a d i l y be 
r o t a t e d i n and out of s e r v i c e when based at a c t i v e c a r h o u s e s . On 
the o t h e r hand, the post-UTDC f a t e of the S t . C l a i r D i v i s i o n p r o p e r ­
t y becomes v e r y u n c e r t a i n . 

ONR REPLACING 'T' TRAIN LOCOMOTIVES WITH FP7'S 

D u r i n g 1980 the ONR w i l l r e p l a c e the o r i g i n a l l o c o m o t i v e s on i t s 4 
E u r o p e a n - b u i l t 'T' t r a i n s w i t h 4 o f i t s own FP7's, a f t e r s u i t a b l e 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s have been made to them. The European l o c o m o t i v e s have 
proven to be a maintenance headache f o r ONR, due to t h e i r u n f a m i l i a r 
d e s i g n and the d i f f i c u l t y of o b t a i n i n g spare p a r t s . 



ONR l o c o m o t i v e 1983 l e a d s a "T" t r a i n west out o f Toronto Union S t a t i o n , on 
September 26, 1979. Soon the b r i g h t y e l l o w t r a i n w i l l veer n o r t h on CN's 
Newmarket S u b d i v i s i o n , f o r N o r t h Bay and Timmins. Such scenes w i l l be a 
memory a f t e r the 1900's are r e p l a c e d by r e b u i l t ONR FP7's t h i s y e a r . 

Ted Wickson photo 

One o f the most unique r a i l w a y happenings i n Canada l a s t year was 
the e x p a n s i o n o f the t r a i n s h e d at Toronto Union S t a t i o n . Tracks 
12 and 13 were r o o f e d over to r e p l a c e T racks 4 & 5, which were 
taken over f o r GO T r a n s i t t r a i n s . The e x t e n s i o n was n e a r i n g 
c o m p l e t i o n on September 22, 1979-



Former Birmingham T r a n s i t ( o r i g i n a l l y Birmingham E l e c t r i c Company) PCC c a r 
839 (TTC 4739) i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of one o f the c l a s s e s t h a t w i l l become 
e x t i n c t d u r i n g 1980 ( e x c e p t , p o s s i b l y f o r t r a i n i n g c a r 4700), f o l l o w i n g 
the November 27th c a r d i s p o s a l d e c i s i o n . The most s i g n i f i c a n t l a t t e r day 
d i f f e r e n c e s from the appearance of the c a r i n t h i s June 26, 1953 photo are 
the s m a l l e x t e r i o r a d v e r t i s i n g s i g n s (no l o n g e r used) and the o r i g i n a l 
( n o n - s e a l e d beam) h e a d l i g h t . 

TTC photo 

TTC CLRV 4016,a Hawker-Siddeley alumnus, g l i d e s westward a l o n g Lakeshore 
B o u l e v a r d near R o y a l York Road. The handsome new c a r s , r e s p l e n d e n t i n an 
a t t r a c t i v e r e d , gray, w h i t e and b l a c k c o l o u r scheme, have been a b i g h i t 
w i t h the t r a v e l l i n g p u b l i c . 

TTC photo 
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The "F" u n i t s a r e " b e i n g r e b u i l t w i t h head-end power u n i t s f o r the 
t r a i n ' s h e a t i n g and a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g systems; the brakes are b e i n g 
made c o m p a t i b l e ; the r e a r frames are b e i n g a l t e r e d to p e r m i t c o u p l i n g 
to the t r a i n s which w i l l be on a permanent b a s i s . The F's are b e i n g 
r e p a i n t e d i n the 'T' t r a i n c o l o u r s . Work i s b e i n g performed i n the 
ONR's N o r t h Bay shop, on a "when time i s a v a i l a b l e " b a s i s . As we go 
to p r e s s , two u n i t s are c u r r e n t l y i n the shops; the c o n v e r s i o n pro­
gram s h o u l d be completed t h i s summer. 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n was g i y e n to r e - e n g i n i n g the European l o c o m o t i v e s , 
numbers 1980-83, however G e n e r a l Motors D i e s e l r e p o r t e d l y d e c l i n e d 
to do so. I t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t the 1900's w i l l be s c r a p p e d . The ONR 
owns 14 FP7's, i n c l u d i n g those b e i n g r e b u i l t ; 9 were s o l d to GO 
T r a n s i t s e v e r a l y e a r s ago f o r Power C o n t r o l U n i t s . The numbers o f 
the r e b u i l t FP7's w i l l be p u b l i s h e d i n a f u t u r e N e w s l e t t e r . 

OBITUARY 
A. ANDREW MERRILEES: U.C.R.S. #17 

1919-1979 

With much r e g r e t the p a s s i n g i s r e p o r t e d of A. Andrew M e r r i l e e s , on 
December 3, 1979, who'was p r o b a b l y Canada's l e a d i n g r a i l w a y h i s t o r ­
i a n and u n d o u b t e d l y the p o s s e s s o r of the most e x t e n s i v e and unique 
c o l l e c t i o n o f r a i l r o a d i a n a i n the. c o u n t r y . A n a t i v e of H a m i l t o n , 
Mr. M e r r i l e e s had p e r i o d s o f employment w i t h Maclean Hunter P u b l i s h ­
i n g and the CNR b e f o r e f o r m i n g , i n 1946, Andrew M e r r i l e e s L t d . , 
d e a l e r s i n used r a i l w a y equipment, a b u s i n e s s which was made s u c c e s s ­
f u l i n no s m a l l p a r t by i t s f o u n d e r ' s g r e a t knowledge of Canadian 
r a i l w a y s . Two of h i s e a r l i e s t and b e s t known s a l v a g e o p e r a t i o n s 
i n v o l v e d the complete a s s e t s of the H u l l E l e c t r i c R a i l w a y i n 1947 
and the 1949-1950 removal and s a l e o f the open t r a c k a g e o f the N o r t h 
Yonge R a i l w a y s . Mr. M e r r i l e e s from time to time l e a s e d f r e i g h t c a r s 
which he had purchased f o r revenue s e r v i c e p u r p o s e s , c a r r y i n g the 
r e p o r t i n g marks AAMX. 

Hi s f a v o u r i t e r a i l w a y was h i s hometown based T.H. 5 B., to the r e c e n t 
h i s t o r y o f which ( I n The Shadow of The G i a n t s ) be c o n t r i b u t e d much 
i n f o r m a t i o n . S e v e r a l of the steam l o c o m o t i v e s o f the T.H. 5 B. were 
purchased by him f o r r e s a l e , i n c l u d i n g C o n s o l i d a t i o n 107 which was 
s o l d to the B i e n f a i t C o l l e r i e s i n Saskatchewan i n 1950. Another 
steam l o c o m o t i v e t r a n s a c t i o n was the s a l e to the H u n t s v i l l e and Lake 
of Bays R a i l w a y and N a v i g a t i o n Co. o f i t s l a s t two l o c o m o t i v e s , to 
accommodate which the gauge o f the r a i l w a y was changed. Another w e l l 
known equipment purchase by Mr. M e r r i l e e s was the O n t a r i o N o r t h l a n d 
(Temiskaming and N o r t h e r n O n t a r i o ) p r i v a t e c a r o r i g i n a l l y known as 
SIR JAMES ( P r e s t o n Car and Coach, 1910), which he r e s t o r e d as such 
and m a i n t a i n e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s at the Old Weston Road p r o p e r t y of 
h i s company b e f o r e i t was s o l d to amusement o p e r a t o r James C o n k l i n . 

The s t o r i e d M e r r i l e e s c o l l e c t i o n o f r a i l r o a d i a n a i s r e p o r t e d l y to be 
bequeathed i n p a r t to the P r o v i n c i a l A r c h i v e s and i n p a r t to the 
N a t i o n a l Museum i n Ottawa. 
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C.P.R. CAR UPGRADING PROGRAM 

CP R a i l i s c o m p l e t i n g i t s 1979 r o l l i n g s t o c k r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program, 
i n v o l v i n g some 7000 f r e i g h t c a r s and 172 cabooses, a t a c o s t of $65 
m i l l i o n . The program, employing 1300 men f u l l t i m e , has i n c l u d e d 
the f o l l o w i n g c a r t y p e s , i n a d d i t i o n t o the cabooses: 
- 1350 box c a r s w i t h 8 and 1 0 - f o o t doors ( p r i m a r i l y n e w s p r i n t s e r v i c e ) 

800 box c a r s w i t h 6 - f o o t doors ( g e n e r a l merchandise s e r v i c e ) 
500 box c a r s ( g e n e r a l manufactured goods) 
600 i n s u l a t e d box c a r s ( p e r i s h a b l e s ) 
700 c o v e r e d hopper c a r s 

- 1200 gondola c a r s 
- 550 f l a t c a r s 

300 s p e c i a l t y ' c a r s 
- 1000 g r a i n c a r s (501 o f c o s t borne by Canadian Government) 

The r e p a i r program has been d i v i d e d among Weston Shop (Winnipeg) 
(3300 c a r s ) , -Angus Shop ( M o n t r e a l ) (1800 c a r s ) and Ogden Shop ( C a l ­
gary) (1900 c a r s ) , w i t h the 1000 g r a i n c a r s b e i n g h a n d l e d e n t i r e l y 
at Weston Shop. Of p a r t i c u l a r note i s the e x t e n s i v e number o f box 
c a r s , of v a r i o u s t y p e s , i n v o l v e d i n the r e p a i r program, g i v i n g the 
l i e t o the n o t i o n t h a t t h i s type o f c a r i s a d y i n g b r e e d . A l s o to 
be noted i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the program i s the statement by the r a i l ­
way t o the e f f e c t t h a t i t i s becoming more c o s t e f f i c i e n t to r e b u i l d 
or r e p a i r c e r t a i n c l a s s e s of r o l l i n g s t o c k a t the p o i n t where, here­
t o f o r e , replacement by new equipment would have o c c u r r e d . 

NOTES 

- On December 28th more than 100 t r a c k torpedoes and f u s e e s were 
s t o l e n from a parked C.N.R. t r u c k i n H a m i l t o n . R a i l w a y o f f i c i a l s 
and p o l i c e were p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned by the dangers which these 
o b j e c t s would pose i f they got i n t o the hands of c h i l d r e n . 

- $50,000 damage was caused to r o l l i n g s t o c k and 360 passengers were 
d e l a y e d f o r f i v e hours when Amtrak's southbound M o n t r e a l e r was de­
r a i l e d by a r a i l s pread at Easthampton, Mass., on Boston and Maine 
t r a c k a g e , on November 2 1 s t . The l o c o m o t i v e and f i v e c a r s o f the 
t e n - c a r t r a i n went onto the t i e s a t a speed of about 30 M.P.H. 
There were no i n j u r i e s to p a s s e n g e r s , who were moved from the scene 
i n coaches brought up from S p r i n g f i e l d , about 15 m i l e s to the 
s o u t h . No o t h e r Amtrak t r a i n s were d e l a y e d , as they were r o u t e d 
over the p a r a l l e l C e n t r a l Vermont l i n e . The M o n t r e a l e r had de­
r a i l e d i n H o l y o k e , Mass. e a r l i e r i n the y e a r . - P.P. Oehm 

- In these days of abondonments of b r a n c h and secondary l i n e s (and 
even some redundant main l i n e s ) i t i s p l e a s a n t to hear of the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a n e a r l y dead l i n e b e i n g r e s t o r e d t o a c t i v e and 
u s e f u l s e r v i c e . The 59-mile G e o r g e t o w n - A l l a n d a l e p o r t i o n o f the 
former H a m i l t o n and N o r t h w e s t e r n R a i l w a y ( t h e CNR Beeton Sub­
d i v i s i o n ) i s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d f o r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and u p g r a d i n g 
to s e r v e as a by-pass l i n e from N o r t h e r n O n t a r i o to Southwestern 
O n t a r i o around the c o n g e s t i o n o f the Toronto a r e a and M c M i l l a n 
Y a r d i n p a r t i c u l a r . I f ' s u c h s h o u l d come to p a s s , the e n t i r e 
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II. N.lv. 1 i n e between B u r l i n g t o n and A l l a ndale would have been 
r e s t o r e d as a f r e i e h t by-pass r o u t e , a purpose f a r reiaoved from 
t i u i t of the l i n e ' s o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . The H. f X.lv. was an 
attempt by H a m i l t o n p r c m o t c r s to d i v e r t n o r t h e r n t r a d e to t h e i r 
ci t - . ' , and away from T o r o n t o , i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h the Nortiicsrn 
R a A w a v of Canada. 

T.T.C. NOTES 

- Inst l a t i on has been ccmpleted at t l i e Ki n g - B a t h u r s t i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of two t r a c k c u r v e s , p r o d u c i n g what i n 1980 must be r e g a r d e d as a 
phenomenen, a t r u e grand u n i o n . (The l a t t e r term, i n l o n g - s t a n d ­
ing s t r e e t r a i l w a y p a r l a n c e , denotes s n e c i a l w o r k c o n s i s t i n g o f a 
complete double t r a c k diamond c r o s s i n g w i t h a l l e i g h t c o n n e c t i n g 
curves i n p l a c e ) . Tlie K i n g - B a t h u r s t t r a c k i n t e r s e c t i o n had been 
a t h r e e o u a r t c r s grand union w i t h the e a s t to south and n o r t h to 
west c u r v e s m i s s i n g . With the B a t h u r s t c a r l i n e now o p e r a t e d out 
of P.onccsvalles D i r i s i o n , the m i s s i n g c u r v e s have been i n s t a l l e d 
to T)crmir c a r s to e n t e r and l e a v e s e r v i c e to and from the south 
end of the r o u t e v i a King S t r e e t w i t h o u t h a v i n g to t u r n at 
W o i s e l e y hoop. Grand u n i o n s f o r m e r l y e x i s t e d i n Toronto at B l o o r 
and B a t h u r s t and at Bay and A d e l a i d e , n e i t h e r of which i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n s are any l o n g e r the l o c a t i o n o f s p e c i a l w o r k of any k i n d , 
a l t h o u g h both l o c a t i o n s c o n t i n u e to liave tangent t r a c k p a s s i n g 
through on one s t r e e t . Both of these former grand unions had c e r ­
t a i n c u r v e s removed lo n g l")efore the s p e c i a l w o r k was t o t a l l y 
removed w i t h l i n e abandonments. A l s o , the King-Church i n t e r s e c t i o n , 
which to-day has s e v e n - e i g h t l i s of a grand u n i o n , has had a l l e i g h t 
t r a c k curves at d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s , but never a l l at the same time. 
T:ie'~e are no o t h e r a c t i v e grand unions i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , a l t h o u g h 
t h e r e may be a numlier of them b u r i e d i n road pavement. 

- P r e s s u r e i s b e i n g orought to bear by v a r i o u s r e s i d e n t s i n the 
Annex area of Toronto ( n o r t h of B l o o r S t r e e t and west of Avenue 
Road) i"or the r e l o c a t i o n of tdic 4-Anriett.e t r o l l e y bus l i n e to S t . 
George S t r e e t between Dupont S t r e e t and S t . George S t a t i o n , i n l i e u 
of the p r e s e n t r o u t i n g v i a B e d f o r d Road. I f s i i c l i r e r o u t i n g was 
acceded to by the TTC, the r o u t e would p r o b a b l y o])erate a l o n g P r i n c e 
A r t h u r Avenue to enable i t to c o n t i n u e to use the p r e s e n t o f f - s t r e e t 
l o o p at the east end of S t . George S t a t i o n . S t . George S t r e e t 
c a r r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y more t r a f f i c than Dedford Road, the l a t t e r 
l i e i n g e s s e n t i a l l y a l o c a l r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t , and S t . George S t r e e t 
has a number of apartment b u i l d i n g s a l o n g i t s l e n g t h which would be 
b e t t e r s e r v e d wit'n the r o u t e r e l o c a t i o n . The most obvi o u s d i s a d v a n ­
tage would be the n e c e s s i t y f o r a w a l k i n g t r a n s f e r at Dupont S t r e e t 
between A n n e t t e and Bay t r o l l e y b u s s e s , u n l e s s the l a t t e r r o u t e 
c o u l d i n some manner be extended weste'':-ly. 

- I t i s now o f f i c i a l TTC p o l i c ) ' , i n numbering v e h i c l e s , always to 
s t a r t a new v e h i c l e o r d e r w i t h a number ending i n z e r o . As an 
example, the l a s t s e r i e s o f F l y e r buses (31 i n t o t a l ) bear the 
number g r o u p i n g 8 2,50 - 3260 ; a c c o r d i n g l y the s c r i e s of CM buses j u s t 
r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d commence at 8270, i n e f f e c t " w a s t i n g " n i n e num­
b e r s . As the l a t t e r s e r i e s ends at 8314, a new group of 50 GM 
buses, r e c e n t l y o r d e r e d f o r Summer 1980 d e l i v e r y , can thus be 
expecred to liave r h e i r numbering commence at 8320. 
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A l s o on the s u b j e c t of numbering, i t has been r e v e a l e d t h a t the 
6000-6999 number b l o c k , o r i g i n a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r l i g h t r a i l veh­
i c l e s , has been o f f i c i a l l y a s s i g n e d f o r d e i s e l bus u s e , once the 
7000gi8999 b l o c k has been exhausted. T h i s would seem to be the 
p r i n c i p a l r e a s o n why the CLRV's have been numbered commencing back 
a t 4000 r a t h e r , than a t 4800 , the l a t t e r h a v i n g been what was gener­
a l l y e x p e c t e d . With the 4000-4999 b l o c k to be used over a g a i n , 
the numbering of subsequent CLRV o r d e r s can be s e r i a l l y r e f l e c t i v e 
o f the r e s p e c t i v e ages of the v a r i o u s s e r i e s . 

- A t time of w r i t i n g , CLRV 4060 was the l a t e s t such u n i t to have 
been r e c e i v e d . I t was o b s e r v e d on a f l a t c a r a t H i l l c r e s t on 
J a n u a r y 4 t h . 

PROVINCIAL STUDIES: GO TRANSIT AND HAMILTON 

On J a n u a r y 3rd the T oronto p r e s s c a r r i e d the news t h a t the P r o v i n c e 
of O n t a r i o ' s M i n i s t r y of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and Communications i s c a r r y ­
i n g out a study of the p o s s i b i l i t y o f e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n o f the e n t i r e 
GO T r a n s i t r a i l system. The r e p o r t i s e x p e c t e d to be l a i d b e f o r e 
the P r o v i n c i a l C a b i n e t i n the s p r i n g on t h i s y e a r . I t was a l s o r e ­
v e a l e d t h a t an e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n s tudy o f the system was c a r r i e d out 
5 y e a r s ago; the e s c a l a t i n g c o s t o f d i e s e l f u e l i s presumably the 
r e ason t h a t a n o t h e r run over the c o s t f i g u r e s i s b e i n g t a k e n . 

The study i s r e p o r t e d to i n c l u d e the e n t i r e P i c k e r i n g - H a m i 1 ton e x t e n t 
of the Lakeshore l i n e ( d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t the O a k v i l l e - H a m i l t o n 
segment sees o n l y f o u r GO t r a i n s a day) as w e l l as the Georgetown and 
Richmond H i l l l i n e s and the s t i l l to be i n i t i a t e d S t r e e t s v i l l e - M i l t o n 
l i n e . The h i g h ' f i r s t c o s t o f e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n would i n d i c a t e t h a t 
much more i n t e n s i v e s e r v i c e s on a l l l i n e s may be b e i n g c o n t e m p l a t e d 
f o r the f u t u r e . E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of the Lakeshore l i n e , i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a new a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r m e d i a t e s t a ­
t i o n s (such as a t Sunnyside and a t Greenwood Avenue) would have the 
p o t e n t i a l o f g i v i n g M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto a n o t h e r e a s t - w e s t r a p i d t r a n ­
s i t l i n e . The r e p o r t w i l l c e r t a i n l y be a w a i t e d w i t h i n t e r e s t by many 
t r a n s i t f a n s . 
The same P r o v i n c i a l M i n i s t r y has a l s o announced t h a t i t w i l l fund the 
d e s i g n c o s t s f o r what i s termed a " d e m o n s t r a t i o n " o f the Urban Trans­
p o r t a t i o n Development C o r p o r a t i o n ' s new r a p i d t r a n s i t t e c h n o l o g y , 
such d e m o n s t r a t i o n to c o n s i s t of an a c t i v e passenger c a r r y i n g l i n e 
between downtown H a m i l t o n and an u n d i s c l o s e d l o c a t i o n on the "Moun­
t a i n " . A c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the l i n e would a w a i t a commitment of 
p a r t i a l f u n d i n g by the F e d e r a l Government of the e s t i m a t e d $70 
m i l l i o n c o s t o f the f a c i l i t y . Each of the s e n i o r l e v e l s o f govern­
ment would pay 451 of the c o s t , and the r e m a i n i n g 101 would be funded 
by the Hamilton-Wentworth R e g i o n a l Government and p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s . 
The H a m i l t o n l i n e would be e x p e c t e d to form an o p e r a t i n g model to 
s u p p o r t b i d s which the UTDC would make on r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o j e c t s e l s e ­
where, n o t a b l y i n the U.S.A. The F e d e r a l Government's commitment to 
f u n d i n g would have to come by J u l y i f p l a n n i n g and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
the p r o j e c t i s to be c o n t i n u e d w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n s ; the l i n e would 
be o p e r a t i o n a l by 1984 i f a l l goes a c c o r d i n g to s c h e d u l e . 
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The UTDC r a p i d t r a n s i t c o ncept i s a s u c c e s s o r t o the MAGLEV system, 
which was g e n e r a l l y proven to be o p e r a t i o n a l l y i m p r a c t i c a l . The 
s u c c e s s o r system r e t u r n s t o c o n v e n t i o n a l s t e e l wheel or s t e e i L r a i l 
t e c h n o l o g y , but w i t h s m a l l ( a l t h o u g h g e n e r a l l y c o n v e n t i o n a l l ' c o n ­
f i g u r e d ) c a r s , a l i n e a r i n d u c t i o n motor p r o p u l s i o n system and a 
p a r t i a l l y c o m p u t e r i z e d c o n t r o l system. The a n t i c i p a t e d q u i e t opera 
t i o n of the t r a i n s i s hoped to make them e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y a c c e p t a b l e 
i n above grade a l i g n m e n t s , and the system would c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
l o c a t e d on a l i g h t e l e v a t e d s t r u c t u r e i n d e n s e l y b u i l t urban area s 
and a t ground l e v e l wherever a p p r o p r i a t e r i g h t s - o f - w a y c o u l d be sec 
ur e d . However, i n the H a m i l t o n case the l i n e would bore i n t o the 
f a c e o f the escarpment and ascend to the s u r f a c e o f the "Mountain" 
i n a t u n n e l or t w i n t u n n e l s . 

BUFFALO LIGHT RAIL PROJECT -

A RESUME' OF THE FORMATIVE YEARS 

C o n s t r u c t i o n o f B u f f a l o ' s L i g h t R a i l R a pid T r a n s i t p r o j e c t i s now 
w e l l underway, w i t h s e v e r a l c o n t r a c t s awarded. As a background 
to the r e p o r t s o f p r o g r e s s t h a t w i l l appear p e r i o d i c a l l y i n the 
N e w s l e t t e r i n the f u t u r e , t h e r e i s p r e s e n t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g a 
c a p s u l e h i s t o r y o f the development o f the p r o j e c t from the con-
s e p t u a l stage up to the time o f the g r a n t i n g by UMTA of the f i r s t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n g r a n t . 

As e a r l y as 1955 the B u f f a l o - A m h e r s t and Buffalo-Tonawandas C o r r ­
i d o r s were i d e n t i f i e d as h a v i n g h i g h t r a n s i t p o t e n t i a l i n what 
was c a l l e d the " N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Study." 

In 1967 the N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y (NFTA) was 
c r e a t e d by an a c t o f the New York S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e . I t s m i s s i o n 
was " t o s t r e n g t h e n and improve the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s a v a i l ­
a b l e t o the r e s i d e n t s w i t h i n the N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
D i s t r i c t ( i . e . , E r i e and N i a g a r a c o u n t i e s ) . " I t s p a r t i c u l a r r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y was to develop and implement a u n i f i e d mass t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n p o l i c y f o r the two-county r e g i o n . 

In March o f 1969, the New York S t a t e O f f i c e o f P l a n n i n g C o o r d i n a ­
t i o n (OPC) completed the " B u f f a l o - A m h e r s t C o r r i d o r Urban Impact 
Study." OPC recommended t h a t a r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e be developed 
to s e r v e as the s p i n e of f u t u r e development i n the c o r r i d o r . In 
re s p o n s e , the NFTA c o n t r a c t e d w i t h c o n s u l t a n t s f o r t r a n s i t economics 
c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g and t r a f f i c e n g i n e e r i n g t o p e r f o r m the " N i a g a r a 
F r o n t i e r Mass T r a n s i t Study." T h i s study was funded by a g r a n t 
from the Urban Mass T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n (UMTA) and the 
S t a t e Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

One o f the recommendations o f the Study was t h a t the NFTA d e s i g n , 
c o n s t r u c t and o p e r a t e a r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e i n the B u f f a l o -
Amherst C o r r i d o r . These recommendations were r e i t e r a t e d by the 
T r a n s i t Development Program (TDP) completed i n November, 1971, which 
l e d to the d e s i g n a t i o n o f t h a t c o r r i d o r as the f i r s t p r i o r i t y l o c a ­
t i o n f o r a r a p i d t r a n s i t l i n e . 
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In 1971, the New York S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e a u t h o r i z e d the NFTA to p r o ­
ceed w i t h c r e a t i o n of a r e g i o n a l bus network and the d e s i g n and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r a p i d t r a n s i t r a i l l i n e i n the B u f f a l o - A m h e r s t 
C o r r i d o r . The L e g i s l a t u r e a p p r o p r i a t e d $86 m i l l i o n f o r these 
a c t i v i t i e s and a s e p a r a t e $7.8 m i l l i o n a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r a Metro­
p o l i t a n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n C e n t e r to c o n s o l i d a t e the t e r m i n a l s of 
i n t e r - c i t y bus l i n e s s e r v i n g B u f f a l o . 

In accordance w i t h the r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r f e d e r a l f u n d i n g at t h a t 
t i m e , the NFTA p r e p a r e d a d r a f t E n v i r o n m e n t a l Impact Assessment i n 
November, 1971. F o l l o w i n g l o c a l r e v i e w and consequent r e v i s i o n s , 
the d r a f t EIA and the f i n d i n g s of the T r a n s i t Development Program 
and Mass T r a n s i t s t u d y were the s u b j e c t s of p u b l i c h e a r i n g s h e l d 
i n A p r i l , 1972. R e s u l t s o f these s t u d i e s s u g g e s t e d a 12.5 m i l e 
heavy r a i l t r a n s i t l i n e , w i t h 58% i n a e r i a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 
p r o p e r l y i n t e g r a t e d w i t h a p u b l i c Metrobus network s e r v i n g the 
e n t i r e 2-county a r e a . 

Community o p p o s i t i o n to c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s of the r a p i d t r a n s i t 
a l i g n m e n t and s i g n i f i c a n t l e n g t h s o f the a e r i a l s t r u c t u r e proposed 
a t t h a t time n e c e s s i t a t e d a r e - e v a l u a t i o n of the p r o j e c t . -

In November, 1972 UMTA awarded a $1,233,333 g r a n t to NFTA f o r 
f i r s t y e a r P r e l i m i n a r y E n g i n e e r i n g Design A c t i v i t y f o r the B u f f a l o -
Amherst r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o p o s a l , r e p r e s e n t i n g a then-2/3 F e d e r a l 
s h a r e . The S t a t e of New York c o n t r i b u t e d the b a l a n c e of $616,667. 

In F e b r u a r y , 1973, NFTA h i r e d a h i g h l y q u a l i f i e d p e r s o n as G e n e r a l 
Manager f o r i t s Metro C o n s t r u c t i o n D i v i s i o n , w i t h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r managing the r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o j e c t . I t a l s o added s t a f f per­
s o n n e l i n the areas of community r e l a t i o n s , c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g , 
a c c o u n t i n g , c o n t r a c t s management and systems c o n t r o l . 

On August 2, 1973, NFTA s i g n e d a $1.4 m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t w i t h c o n s u l ­
t a n t s f o r P r e l i m i n a r y E n g i n e e r i n g D e s i g n . The f o l l o w i n g month, the 
G e n e r a l Manager f o r the r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o j e c t announced the s c h e d u l e 
f o r a s e r i e s o f what were c a l l e d "Community Forums", d e s i g n e d to 
i n v o l v e the community throughout the p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s to f o l l o w . 

T h i s approach to community p a r t i c i p a t i o n p r o v e d to be v e r y s u c c e s s ­
f u l . The proposed l i n e was d i v i d e d i n t o 3 s e c t i o n s t o a l l o w more 
m e a n i n g f u l d i a l o g u e and to a l l o w a g r e a t e r number o f speakers to be 
heard. A s e r i e s of 3 meetings were h e l d i n each s e c t i o n . In a d d i ­
t i o n , s p e c i a l workshops were a r r a n g e d to a l l o w i n d i v i d u a l groups and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s to work out t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r problems. Meetings were 
w e l l a d v e r t i s e d i n advance. 

An i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t of the Community Forums format was p r o v i s i o n to 
concerned c i t i z e n s o f access to i n f o r m a t i o n . NFTA's s t a f f even met 
w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s on a one-to-one b a s i s . At the same t i m e , s t r o n g 
l i a i s o n was m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the l o c a l news media, which c o v e r e d 
these meetings e x t e n s i v e l y , thus p r o v i d i n g the g e n e r a l p u b l i c w i t h 
f u l l p r o j e c t i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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I t was c l e a r l y a p p a r e n t , as the Community Forums drew to a c l o s e i n 
e a r l y 1974, t h a t t h e r e was p r o g r e s s i v e l y l e s s o p p o s i t i o n t o the pro­
j e c t , as the v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l a l i g n m e n t had been a l t e r e d 
d u r i n g the p r e l i m i n a r y d e s i g n e n g i n e e r i n g e f f o r t to make them more 
a c c e p t a b l e . C i t i z e n s who had opposed the p r o j e c t now o f f e r e d t h e i r 
s u p p o r t f a r t h e l i n e . . 
In the f o r e f r o n t o f t h i s community o p p o s i t i o n had been a group 
w h i c h c a l l e d i t s e l f ' N O T " (No Overhead T r a n s i t ) , c o m p r i s i n g o v er 60 
community-basdd o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t s chairman, s a t i s f i e d w i t h the 
c i t i z e n - i n t e r a c t i o n e f f o r t s o f NFTA, g a t h e r e d some 74,000 p e t i t i o n s 
of s u p p o r t and h a n d - d e l i v e r e d them to UMTA's Washington o f f i c e . 

A new EIA was p r e p a r e d and a r e f i n e d , 11-mile heavy r a i l system 
p r o p o s e d , w i t h more o f the l i n e p l a c e d i n subway. 

Ano t h e r p u b l i c h e a r i n g was h e l d i n J u l y , 1974, at which n e a r l y a l l 
the comments were f a v o r a b l e . However, e s c a l a t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n 
c o s t s , due p a r t l y t o i n f l a t i o n and d e l a y s , and t o the d e c i s i o n to 
p l a c e more of the l i n e underground, prompted UMTA to ask the NFTA 
to do a r e - a n a l y s i s o f mass t r a n s i t a l t e r n a t i v e s . The A u t h o r i t y 
was asked t o compare the now-recommended 11-mile system w i t h bus 
a l t e r n a t i v e s and w i t h l i g h t r a i l t r a n s i t p o s s i b i l i t i e s to ensure t h a t 
the most " c o s t - e f f e c t i v e " p r o j e c t was b e i n g p u r s u e d . 

In J u l y , 1975, the New York S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commissioner 
a p p o i n t e d a 50-member c i t i z e n s ' committee to s u p p o r t l o c a l e f f o r t s 
d i r e c t e d toward a f a v o r a b l e d e c i s i o n on the r a i l t r a n s i t p r o j e c t . 

In F e b r i i a r y , 1976 , the e n t i r e New York S t a t e C o n g r e s s i o n a l d e l e g a ­
t i o n u n i t e d t o p r e s s f o r a p p r o v a l o f the B u f f a l o p r o j e c t . 

The "Metro f o r B u f f a l o " r e p o r t on the f i n d i n g s of t h i s r e - a n a l y s i s 
was completed i n F e b r u a r y , 1976, and con c l u d e d t h a t a 6.4 m i l e 
" r e d u c e d " r a i l t r a n s i t system, s e r v i n g the downtown B u f f a l o t o 
SUNYAB South Campus (on Main S t r e e t near the B u f f a l o C i t y l i n e ) was 
most " c o s t - e f f e c t i v e " i n l i g h t o f e x i s t i n g f e d e r a l f u n d i n g l i m i t a ­
t i o n s and the d e s i r e to p r o v i d e f l e x i b i l i t y f o r f u t u r e e x t e n s i o n s . 

At t h i s p o i n t i n ti m e , UMTA was b e i n g b e s i e g e d by r e q u e s t s from 
c i t i e s a c r o s s the n a t i o n e x p r e s s i n g an i n t e r e s t i n r a i l t r a n s i t 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s o l u t i o n s . I t r e a l i z e d , q u i t e r e a l i s t i c a l l y , t h a t i t 
c o u l d no l o n g e r e n t e r i n t o agreements to fund p r o j e c t s encompassing 
many m i l e s o f t r a c k and have s u f f i c i e n t funds i n i t s budget to 
cove r a l o t o f c i t i e s . At the same ti m e , i n an e f f o r t to see t h a t 
f e d e r a l funds were spent more j u d i c i o u s l y , UMTA began ( w i t h B u f f a l o ) 
by r e q u e s t i n g i n - d e p t h " a l t e r n a t i v e s a n a l y s e s " to a s c e r t a i n which 
mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n would be b e s t f o r the a r e a . 

A " S t a f f C o n c l u s i o n s and Recommendations" r e p o r t was c o m p i l e d by 
NFTA which r e a s s e s s e d the r e s u l t s o f a l l p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
the "Metro f o r B u f f a l o " s t u d y . T h i s r e p o r t recommended a d o p t i n g a 
reduced r a i l t r a n s i t system, p a r t i a l l y at grade, p a r t i a l l y under­
ground and combining the b e s t f e a t u r e s o f both heavy and l i g h t r a i l . 
B u f f a l o ' s L i g h t R a i l Rapid T r a n s i t (LRRT) system was proposed. 
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F o l l o w i n g an UMTA "commitment i n p r i n c i p l e " t o s u p p o r t a M e t r o r a i l 
System f o r B u f f a l o i n June, 1976, c o n t i n g e n t on s u c c e s s f u l p r e p a r a ­
t i o n and acceptance of an Environ-mental Impact Statement (EIS) , the 
NFTA, i n J u l y o f 1976, s u b m i t t e d an a p p l i c a t i o n t o UMTA f o r a mass 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a p i t a l improvement g r a n t . The a p p l i c a t i o n r e q u e s t e d 
$8 m i l l i o n as the f e d e r a l 80% share o f a $10 m i l l i o n budget f o r the 
Gene r a l E n g i n e e r i n g and A r c h i t e c t u r e Design phase of the LRRT p r o ­
j e c t . 

In August, 1976, the NFTA a g a i n h e l d a p u b l i c h e a r i n g on i t s c a p i t a l 
g r a n t a p p l i c a t i o n and c i t i z e n response was f a v o r a b l e t o the r e v i s e d 
r a i l t r a n s i t system p l a n s . T h i s g r a n t a p p l i c a t i o n was approved i n 
Oct o b e r , 1976. 

At the time of UMTA's a p p r o v a l o f the LRRT system " i n p r i n c i p l e " on 
June 10, 1976, over 3 y e a r s had passed s i n c e the base c o s t d a t a , 
from which the c a p i t a l c o s t e s t i m a t e s were p r e p a r e d , were de v e l o p e d . 
Another y e a r was t o pass b e f o r e new c o n s u l t a n t s c o u l d b e g i n a com­
p l e t e l y new e s t i m a t e based on LRRT t e c h n o l o g y and a r e v i s e d a l i g n m e n t 
d e v e l o p e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h p r e p a r a t i o n o f a f i n a l E IS. Much had 
happened i n the i n t e r i m p e r i o d . T h i s a r e a , and the n a t i o n as a 
whole, had e x p e r i e n c e d a p e r i o d o f s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l a t i o n . In f a c t , 
i n f l a t i o n promises to have a c o n t i n u e d s u b s t a n t i a l e f f e c t on both 
c a p i t a l and o p e r a t i n g c o s t s . 

In the i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d , w i t h c o n s u l t a n t s engaged, a comprehensive 
s u b - s u r f a c e i n v e s t i g a t i o n was u n d e r t a k e n , as w e l l as f u r t h e r d e s i g n 
development. C a p i t a l c o s t s were t h e r e f o r e r e - e s t i m a t e d i n more 
d e t a i l than was p r e v i o u s l y p o s s i b l e . A more comprehensive s c h e d u l e 
of d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s was a l s o d e v e l o p e d . 

In May, 1978 the NFTA approved the s u b m i s s i o n of a $439.8 m i l l i o n 
c a p i t a l g r a n t r e q u e s t to UMTA f o r f i n a l d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the 6.4 m i l e LRRT system. 

A l l o f the p l a n n i n g and m i s s i o n a r y work w i t h c i t i z e n s ' groups c u l ­
m inated w i t h the September 15, 1978 announcement by U.S. S e c r e t a r y 
of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Brock Adams of the i n i t i a l $50 m i l l i o n c o n s t r u c t i o n 
g r a n t f o r the l i g h t r a i l p r o j e c t . - NFTA 


