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FEFTY XYEARS ACU o vdews

Montreal's Windsor Station Accident

by Cmer S8.A. Lavallée
It will be fifty years, on S8t., Patrick's Day, 1959, since a
runawvay trein violated the passenger precincts of Montreal's Windsor
Station, bringing death to five people,

This is the only major accildent which has happened in the sev-
enty years durling which the Canadian Pacific's station and headquarters
has been open to the public, but becaume of the mysterious and spectac-—
ular aspects of this incident, it is a tale which has been told and re-
told among railway personnel in the Montreal area, UNany retired men can
recall the events clearly to mind; the fireman on the 1II-fated train
died a natural death as recently as September 1958, and one of the Assoc-
iation's associate members, Mr, John E, Iinkler, of Hudson, Quebec, a
retired CPR mechanical men, recalls the day of the accident as if it
were yesterday,

The train was the overnight Boston-Montreal run No, 12, con=-
sisting of engine 902, a 4~6-0 built by North British in 1903, a baggage
cer, two passengcr cars, and a sleeping car, It was in charge of Con-
ductor Arthur H., Harvey when 1t left Newport at 4:55 AM, March 17, 1209,
due in Montreal at 8:30 AM, The engineman in charge of No.902 was Mark
Cunningham, his fireman was Louis Craig, Joseph E, Pelletier was the
baggageman and Joseph A, Dion was the trainman, The trip procecded un-
eventfully toward Montreal, the train making its customary stop at Mont-
real Junction, now known as Montreal West,

Leaving Montreal West, Condfictor Harvey gave his engineer the
communicating signal which corresponded to the present signal 16 (d)
~-{stop at the next station), as he had a passenger to descend at West-
mount, Engineer Cunningham acknowledged this sirnal on hils enging
whilstle, also asg prescribed by the rules, but it was after this acknow-
ledgment was made that the prime event occurred which led directly to
the accident.,

According to the testimony of the fireman a2t the coroner's
inguest, somewhere between Montrecal Junction and Westmount, = plug blew
on the boiler on the fireman's side, frightening him and f£ilXing the cab
with live steam, He responded instantly to hils initial reaction to
Jump, thinking that the boller was about to explode, ILanding in a snow-
bank, he was unhurt, suffering only a few bruises, The train rolled by
him on its way to Westmount, the passengers and crew completely unaware
of what had happened, Only whan the train failed to stop at Westmount,
was any concern manifested, The cornductor attrihuted the fallure to
stop to the engineer having forgotten to do so (Westmount was only a
conditional stop in those days) and desided to allow him to go into Wind-
sor Station, which the passenger who had widhed to descend was agreeable
to,

While accounts in the possession of the writer do not give
exact detalls, 1t 1s gpparent that Engilneer Cunningham finally left the
engine, after trying unsuccessfully to stop 1t, somewhere after passing
Westmount Station, The train continued until, with the speed still un~
checked passing over the Guy Street interlocking, onhe of the trainmen
suspected that the engine was out of control and pulled the emergency
cord, ThHis had the effeot of checking the speed serlously, indeed with
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gieh a shock that the passengers were shaken up considerably, and the
sleeping car nortcr, caught unawares, perhaps making up hils berths, was
thrown halfway &along the aisle of the car,

While the speed of the train was estimated to have been between
thjru;—fwva and forty miles per hour just before the emergency brakes
were applied, nonetheless the momentum carried it into tke station,
through the bhuffer stop, across the oo1ocuw0r, through the wall separat-
ing the concourse from the ladic it room, finally ctopping in that
room, <The ergine remainoc almos leaning aga pct one of the
pilllars supporting the . ank part way through the
floor into the vaults, whi ge car Jackknifed and broke through
the glass and metal lattice qcrco“cd off the south end of the
& 9
X

concourse UWCVIDU'lwo LDonera: Street (the westward extension of Lag—
auchetiere Street), T The n at that time consisted only of five
traclis, with the fifth tra south side parallel to Donegana
Street,

vth toll was tragic. illed were Mrs, W,J, Nixon of Ash

Avenus, Verdu
Elsgie Villiers
in the accide
who suffered a

nd her t&o'chl‘cw€ﬂ, Lurjorwe and ROub. Anothcr child,
qho was algo 1n the waiting room at the time, also died
xic fifth viﬂtim was P“Wk “Wtu*ﬂﬂham, the engineer,
Lurfw u:v11 when he mpcd from the runaway cngine
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sometime aftcr re piched up by the Point Fortune
lecal train whivg AOlLONu thc Boston train into the utﬂtﬂoh, but Cun-
ningham never recgeincd consclousncss ard he died the day after the accid-
ent,
The case o wasg a particularly pitiful one,

Mrs, Nizon and her tw 2 gtation to wait the return’
of Mr, Nixon, & train dispatcher at mru¢”1n€ 3“t, who was due in on the
transcontinental train somc time later, When Fixen did arrive, he saw

he eccldent, but hastened bo”“ tQ Ash Avenue to see his family. Being
told by neighbours that his ren had gone to the "‘dtlon

to mect him, he returned to n only to find out the wordt,

everal ds wvere required to remove the engline, tender, and

baggage car from tﬂc bulihiﬂ” _hlluihg engiaeers were profuse 1n their

admiration for the structure oA the building which could stand the shock
and remain structurally sound, The lrSSE”"Cr Department occupled the
Tloor above the walting room where many of the pillars were knocked out
by the careening engine., One can plcture the cu1uterrat*0n in thils
department v came and the floor suddenly sagged dengerously.

Among the injured was a clerk in the office of the CPR special nollue
gservice, who occupied offices in the vault below the concourse, He was
trapped for two hours by broken building beams, but was excrlcated with-
out serious imjury. Thomaes Whelan, a gateman who later became Station-
master, showed g presence of w"nd in getting passengers who were
01U5"”rcﬂ around the end of the track awaiting the trailn, out of the
way when it became obvious tha the train was not going to stop, The
cnﬂtﬂﬂﬂts were striking; The wreckage of the engine, tender, and the
baggage car necessita taa the Q”SN”ﬂt11ﬁ¢ of these units to remove them;
the passenger cars didn't leave the tracks nor was a cene of glass broken
ln them,
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An investigation headed by Mr, D, MeNicoll of the Canadian

s .o . . s t
Pacific Railway, revealed that a wasqovt plug blew out on the fireman s
side of the engine, Why the cab would fill with steam remains a mystery
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(continued on page
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Fireman Craig, who, in an interview with a newspaper reporter,
expressed fear that he would lose his Job, remalned with the company,
becoming an engineer and retiring in April 1953, He died only six months
ago, Engine 902 was teken to Angus Shops and repaired, 4s No, 2102,
class E-5-e, it was finally scrapped in 1938
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