


by John H. Walker. 

L a t e i n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y an attempt was made to 
b u i l d and develop a combined r e a l e s t a t e and t r a n s p o r t ­
a t i o n v e n t u r e i n the a r e a s u r r o u n d i n g the C i t y of Tor­
onto. The r a i l w a y , known as the Toronto B e l t L i n e 
R a i l w a y , was i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1889 under an O n t a r i o 
s t a t u t e . 
B u i l d i n g commenced i n 1890 but the l i n e was s t i l l i n ­
complete vfhen, because o f f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , the 
l i n e was l e a s e d t o the Grand Trunk R a i l w a y i n 1892. 
The GTR completed the l i n e , and the r a i l w a y came i n t o 
the Canadian N a t i o n a l f a m i l y , when the GTR was absorbed 
by Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s i n 1923. 
The l i n e c o n s i s t e d o f two l o o p s , a l a r g e r e a s t e r n l o o p 
and a s m a l l e r w e s t e r n l o o p . Both lo o p s employed e x t ­
e n s i v e s e c t i o n s of Grand Trunk m a i n l i n e t r a c k a g e i n 
o r d e r to r e a c h downtown Toronto. [The map shown below 
shows t r a c k a g e o n l y of the e a s t e r n b e l t . ] 
A d v e r t i s i n g b r o c h u r e s f o r the development s t r e s s e d the 
advantage of l i v i n g i n the c l e a n c o u n t r y s i d e (yes! t h i s 
was c o u n t r y s i d e i n the 1890's) away from the p o l l u t e d 
atmosphere of the c e n t r a l c i t y . Development took p l a c e 
i n areas c l o s e t o the v a r i o u s s t a t i o n s , and a number 
of houses were b u i l t . Evidence of these developments 
may be seen i n groups of o l d e r homes i n such areas as 
S t . C l a i r Avenue East at Welland Avenue, Spadina Road 
n o r t h o f E g l i n t o n Avenue, F a i r b a n k V i l l a g e ( D u f f e r i n 
S t r e e t ] and S t . C l a i r Avenue West between Jane S t r e e t 
and S c a r l e t t Road. 

The p e r i o d of the 1890's was one o f f i n a n c i a l r e c e s s i o n 
and " t i g h t money". The same d i f f i c u l t i e s which d e l a y e d 
the c o m p l e t i o n of the l i n e slowed down the development 
of the r e s i d e n t i a l c o l o n i e s around the s t a t i o n s . The 
completed houses were s o l d at low p r i c e s and b u i l d i n g 
stopped. Many b u i l d i n g l o t s were s o l d but were not 
o c c u p i e d f o r twenty or t h i r t y y e a r s , by which time 
a l t e r n a t i v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was a v a i l a b l e . 
With few passengers a v a i l a b l e , s e r v i c e on the l i n e 
w h i c h commenced l a t e i n 1892 was soon reduced from 
s e v e r a l t r i p s per day to one per day and was f i n a l l y 
withdrawn c o m p l e t e l y i n 1894. 

B e s i d e s the obvious problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the l a c k 
of development a d j a c e n t to the l i n e , t h e r e were o t h e r s . 
Some of the g r a d i e n t s were s t e e p , p a r t i c u l a r l y those 
from Rosedale to Moore P a r k , west of F a i r b a n k and up 
the Humber v a l l e y . C e r t a i n s t a t i o n s such as Rosedale 
were i n awkward l o c a t i o n s . There were no f e e d e r r o u t e s 
so t h a t development was l i m i t e d to areas w i t h i n easy 
w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e of the s t a t i o n s . In a d d i t i o n , s i d e ­
walks and s t r e e t l i g h t i n g were v i r t u a l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t . 
With the c e s s a t i o n of passenger s e r v i c e , much of the 
l i n e f e l l i n t o d i s u s e . The s e c t i o n from Don to Rose­
d a l e became p a r t of the Canadian N o r t h e r n R a i l w a y about 
1908. The Don S t a t i o n was the l a s t B e l t L i n e s t a t i o n 
used f o r i t s o r i g i n a l purpose as a passenger depot. 
I r o n i c a l l y , i t was the b u i l d i n g of o t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
r o u t e s which was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p a r t s of the B e l t L i n e 
becoming u s e f u l f o r o t h e r purposes. 
The M e t r o p o l i t a n R a i l w a y was b u i l t a l o n g Yonge S t r e e t 
i n the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y y e a r s of the t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , w i t h the e l e c t r i f i e d s e c t i o n through N o r t h 
Toronto b e i n g opened about 1897. By t h i s time the 
d e p r e s s i o n of the e a r l y n i n e t i e s was over and a b u i l d i n g 
boom f o l l o w e d the l i n e n o r t h . There was g r e a t need 
f o r b u i l d i n g s u p p l i e s and f u e l , and a number of such 
depots was developed a l o n g the B e l t L i n e between Mt. 
P l e a s a n t Road and B a t h u r s t S t r e e t . S i m i l a r develop­
ments took p l a c e west of Lyon Avenue and along the 
West B e l t e a s t of Runnymede Road. Another s h o r t 
segment i n use u n t i l 1963 was the spur c r o s s i n g of 
the Queensway west of the S t e l c o p l a n t i n Swansea. 
T h i s spur s e r v e d a b r i c k y a r d . 
A f t e r the Toronto T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission a c q u i r e d 
the Toronto Suburban R a i l w a y ' s l i n e s on Dundas S t r e e t 
west of K e e l e , the TSR r e q u i r e d an a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e 
f o r i t s Toronto t o Guelph i n t e r u r b a n . The entrance 
•was e f f e c t e d by j o i n i n g the e x i s t i n g l i n e to the B e l t 
L i n e r i g h t - o f - w a y near Lambton Park and u s i n g t h i s 
p o r t i o n of the West B e l t to a p o i n t east of Weston 
Road. A new b r i d g e was b u i l t over Weston Road and 
a new s t a t i o n (now the Premium Lunch, and soon to be 
demolished) was c o n s t r u c t e d on Keele S t r e e t . T h i s 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ' b y the Canadian N a t i o n a l E l e c t r i c R a i l ­
ways took p l a c e i n 1923. 
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LEFT: a map of t h e 
e a s t Toronto B e l t 
L i n e t r a c k a g e , r e p r o ­
duced from a book­
l e t "Highlands o f 
T o r o n t o " , i s s u e d i n 
1891 by the Toronto 
B e l t Land Company , 
promoters of t h e 
B e l t L i n e p r o j e c t . 
(Mike F i l e y 

C o l l e c t i o n ) 

••4i"«il 
»•;£*'. • Not shown, the West 

B e l t l e f t the CN Oak-
v i l l e Sub j u s t a t t h e 
p r e s e n t STELCO p l a n t 
i n Swansea, curved t o 
the n o r t h , p a r a l l e l 
t o the Kingsway, and 
f u r t h e r up Humbercrest 
B l v d and F l o r e n c e Cres 
then c u r v i n g t o the 
e a s t w e l l n o r t h o f S t . 
C l a i r Ave (and the 
meat p a c k i n g p l a n t s ) 
t o a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
the CN at Keele g S t . 
C l a i r . 
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S e r v i c e on t h i s e l e c t r i c l i n e was d i s c o n t i n u e d i n 1931 
and the t r a c k s west of Runnymede Road removed about 
1935. The p o r t i o n between Runnymede Road and Keele 
S t r e e t c o n t i n u e s t o be used as an i n d u s t r i a l s pur. 
Most of the t r a c k on the o t h e r abandoned s e c t i o n s had 
been removed a t a much e a r l i e r d a t e . Some of the r a i l 
from the Rosedale-Moore Park and Humber V a l l e y seg­
ments was sent to France d u r i n g the F i r s t World War 
(1914-1918) t o r e p l a c e r a i l damaged d u r i n g , the c o n f l i c t . 
F r e i g h t t r a f f i c has g r a d u a l l y decreased a l o n g the 
r e m a i n i n g segments. In some c a s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the former V i l l a g e of F o r e s t H i l l , t h e r e was p o l i t i c a l 
p r e s s u r e to remove b u i l d i n g s u p p l y y a r d s . In a d d i t i o n , 
a number of c o a l yards along the l i n e have c l o s e d or 
s w i t c h e d t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s w i t h the c o n v e r s i o n of most 
homes to o t h e r f u e l s . The b u i l d i n g of the TTC D a v i s v i l l e 
Shops and Yard i n the e a r l y 1950's and the subsequent 
d e l i v e r i e s of subway c a r s to the y a r d accounted f o r some 
b u s i n e s s i n l a t t e r y e a r s . 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Spadina Expressway appears to 
have a s s i s t e d i n the d e c i s i o n f o r the abandonment o f the 
s e c t i o n o f the B e l t L i n e e a s t of Lyon Avenue. A t the 
p r e s e n t time CN crews have removed t r a c k from the r i g h t -
of-way from j u s t e a s t of Mount P l e a s a n t Road t o j u s t 
west of the b r i d g e s over Yonge S t r e e t and the subway 
y a r d s . A t the p r e s e n t time the f u t u r e of the r i g h t -
of-way e a s t of Lyon Avenue i s i n doubt, once t r a c k has 
been removed. The C i t y i s about to conduct a h e a r i n g 
f o r p r o p o s a l s f o r r i g h t - o f - w a y u t i l i z a t i o n w i t h i n i t s 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . The Toronto P l a n n i n g Board has proposed 
t h a t p o r t i o n s of the B e l t L i n e be t u r n e d i n t o a p a r k . 
Segments of the o r i g i n a l B e l t L i n e which w i l l remain 
i n o p e r a t i o n a f t e r J u l y 1970 i n c l u d e the Runnymede-
Keele and the F a i r b a n k - L y o n Avenue i n d u s t r i a l spurs 
and the s e c t i o n of the CN B a l a s u b d i v i s i o n between 
Don and R o s e d a l e . 

The B e l t L i n e r i g h t - o f - w a y l o o k i n g west t o Mount 
P l e a s a n t Road, s h o r t l y b e f o r e the removal o f t r a c k . 

(Robert D. McMann) 

CN t r a c k crews hard a t work removing r a i l from the 
B e l t L i n e , west from Mount P l e a s a n t Road, May 29th. 
The " b u r r o " crane was q u i t e adequate t o l i f t r a i l and 
o t h e r hardware t o be s a l v a g e d . 

(Ted Wickson) 

P-5-f c l a s s 0-8-0 8357 pushes a cut of boxcars a c r o s s 
the b r i d g e over the subway yards and Yonge S t r e e t , 
J u l y 1953. (Don McCartney) 

The B e l t . L i n e r i g h t - o f - w a y l o o k i n g northwest toward 
E g l i n t o n Avenue. Track i s s t i l l i n p o s i t i o n a t t h i s 
p o i n t . 

(Robert D. McMann) 

The B e l t L i n e b r i d g e over Yonge S t r e e t a g a i n , t h i s 
time l o o k i n g south from the f o u r t h f l o o r of the TTC 
McBrien B u i l d i n g . Geep 4152 i s westbound a c r o s s the 
b r i d g e w i t h a c u t of c a r s . 

(Ted Wiekson) 
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