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The Winnipeg Sympathetic Strike.

Street railwey frmnsporiation in Win-
nipeg was tied up for three days during
the week which began on May 18, pwing
to 1,000 smployes of the Winnipeg Elec
trie By, si.n%nng. in svmpathy with eivic
employes whe struck for advances in
wa%s_ The strike, which fnvelved 15,800
woarkers, in over a dozen unidns, was the
most disgstrons in the history of thecity
and from the time that the first civic em-
ployes walked out until a setilement was
affected was over & manth )

The city was without sireet ear sayvies
anone of the muost i‘mg«om holidays of
the year, wiz., May 24, being the fiyat
smmer holiday; and the tie up, while it
only lasted three dsys, canmeed incomven-
tenee to theusands of workers, whe, iv-
ing in the oatlying districts, had to walk
in many cases as much a8 six miles to
et to their pluces of employment: Hand-~
teds of awners of motoy ¢ars co-0 .,
at the reguest of the civic anthorities,
and st the Tish keurs 8 soptinvons string
of ears cowld be segn puzsing np and down
the busy theremghfares, -

The street ear men - wod out on: the
morndng of May 22, and & seftleraent was
reached at noon on May 25, &8 n result of
the wislt of Semator Gidesn Hebertson,
who arted 85 5 msdiator, snd whe, gt the
time. the street car men struchk, was on
his way west. The sireel car men were
callsd out 85 & last resort by the siriking
committee and this action wes considersd
the tramp card

A mognificent: spirit of  co-speration
was manifested-throughout the eity i &
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the year, viz., May 24, being the first
sammer holiday, snd the tie up, while it
puly lasted three days, caused incomver-
iemce to thounsends of workers, who, lv
ing in the cutiying districis, had o walk
n mzmg cases as mach za six miles to
get to their places of employment. Hund-
reds of swners of motor cars co-pperated,
at the reguest of the civie sothorities,
and nt the rush howrs a continuous siring
of ears could be zeen passing uh and down
the hosy thoroughfares.

The street car men went out on the
o eg of May 22, and s sattlement was
repched 2t noon on May 25, s a result of
the wisit of Senator Gideon Roberisof
who acted as & mediater, and whe, at the
time the strest car men struock, was om
hiz way west. The sireet car men were
called onk as g last resort by the striking
comimities and this sction waa considered
the trump card. _

A magnificent spizit ‘of coopsration
was manifested-throughout the ety in =
desive i kesp the public ntilities yune
ning. Seciety women, who did net know
the mea.,_ning of work, manned the fele-
phone switchboards and helped to mam-
tnin & service for a week that the opers-
tors were out Girls in Tailway offices
dmp{md their pens, domped overalls amd
hustled trocks when the freight handlers.
joimed the striking unlons, amd private
metor car owners scted 8s jitney drivers
in their desire to assist to thelr work
thass who had long distances to travel.

The uynderlying mobive of the strike
was not based entirely upen the refuzal
of the city to grani imcreases in the dif-
ferent departments, but rather on & point
of primeiple. The city mainiained thst
employes should srbitrate matiers of this
kind in war time. Labor spokesmen as-
gerted that the Hie of unionism rested
salaly upon the right of labor to strike to
procore their demands. The thomn in the
fiesh, in so far a5 the cily was concerned,
waz due to the fact that about three-

arters. of the fremen, who had lately

‘yrmed a union, were the first te go ont

in. sympathy, lesving the city witheut
adeguate fire protection. The hasis af
the pgreement finally resched waw thal
all metters affecti e

should be arbitrated, with a sixike ss-the

lnst: resort.

The Winnipeg Eleetric Ry, suffered the
loss of thewumacs of dollazy 1 Favense o2
& result of the vo ek being tied uh
over the holiday. May 24 came on a Fri-
day and preparstions had Been made on
&

and ersws wers &t the yarious barns wait-
ing to take their cars cul. The walkool;
from s ptreet railway standpoint,
very regrettable, owing of the fact
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we work. | Sept. pg. 3910

Torento, Hamilton & Bufzlo Br.—4A
re at the shops 8t Aberdeen Ave. HBamii-
an, Aung. 27, s repo fn have caused
10,000 damage. & boiler room, air-
CEMPTESsnT TOan and store room, all of
rarme construction, wers desiroyed, the
nachine shop only beixi suved

The new E-ejghf yaras atb Bridgeburg.
Tind., laid out Bt & reported cost of $100,-
W, were put into pperation Sepl. 2
rAugE.. P 337

M et A

Ccipbe -
1118



