THE
TEMISCAMING

COLONIZATION
NARROW GUAGE
RAILWAY

C H RIFF







> Ol |‘.|'_ ( o
Voo

- "JL'LE_ L__,\‘- L l-\ :

http://bibnum?.banq.qc.ca/bnafillustrations/high/1502. pg

05/09/2006

i




9r11/2015 MP-0000.800.6 | Old narrow gauge train at Hatleybury, ON, 1888 | Photograph || McCord Museum
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NARROW GAUGE PORTAGE RAILWAY MYSTERY’S
C. H. RIFF SEPTEMBER 2015-09-20

A mystery started decades ago in the early days of the railway
historical movement that Toronto and Nipissing Kingston built engines
were sold to Quebec. The assumption was that they went to the Lake
Champlain and St Lawrence Junction Railway and then the South
Eastern Railway. Don McQueen dealt with this rumor in the January
2002 issue of Canadian Rail.

Now I want to add a new idea to the plot. The rumour may
have had some truth. A T&N engine may have been sold to Quebec,
but not the Eastern Townships but to the Lake Temiscaminque
Colonization Railway Company. I introduce this photograph of a
narrow gauge 4-4-0 on a bridge at Gordon Creek, Quebec that is in
the Quebec Archives. Omer Lavallee gives little information about the
LTCR. I have tried to search newspapers into the story of the LTCR,
but unfortunately there are very few surviving newspapers from this
area. There are whole years missing. I have attached what I have
found about the LTCR. from North Bay, Mattawa and Pemboke
newspapers. Also the Toronto Globe. Work started in 1886. There is a
problem the LTCR was three foot gauge and the T&N was three feet
six inches, was the engine narrowed? This is a 4-4-0, it is narrow
gauge, and Gordon Creek is on the LTCR in Quebec.

There is a photograph in the McCord Museum of an 0-4-2 (MP-
0000.800.6)old narrow gauge train at Haileybury, Colin Churcher
identifies Lake Temicamique Colonization Railway as having #1, a 04-
oT built by Porter serial number 756 consiructed June 1886, 36”gauge
named “Gendreau”. I present all the material that I have found on
the LTCR.

Omer Lavallee believed that the LTCR equipment later went to
the narrow gauge Montfort Colonization Railway. The mystery
continues.
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A Ratlway to the X;ppewa .

AN ADDITIUN TO BE BUILT TO THE TEMIS
CAMINOUE RAILWAT, g

Rev. Father @endresu rethrned on
Saturduy from Quebec whither he had
gene a fow days ago in' relation to some
:nakters in connection with- tha Temia-
comiuguw Colonization Bnciety’s landa. A
'mtlafactory arranrament hds been made
with th- Quebac Government.

Tha Temiscamingue Railway Coy, of
which Futher Gendreau is the Prepident,
have iesued and pleced on. the, Enarkat
bonds to the amount of $160,000. Allthe
bonds -have been taken up.ata good Brure.
The company have riven inatructions to
cheir engineer, Mr. P. 1. C. Dumas, to
aurvey a line froia terminalion’ of the
Temiscamniogus read to the Kippewa
Lace. The projecied continuel will be
eight milesin length, and will be complet-
ed thia coming summer. By this con-
tinuatlion & very great agrlcultural terri-
tory will be opened up. It is the helief
of men wompstent to judge that
the I&.lppewa gounty, which this new road
will tap has Lhousands of neres of the vary
best agriceliural lnnda in the Provines of
Quebsc , but many- around Pembroke
—+who are acqusinted with tha country think’
differently] Father Gendreau hasi secared
frem the (Government six townshipn which
will be opdued to colonists soon a& circum-
| stances wil permit. Itis probable  that
after this addition . to the Tummcammgua -
railway has been cowpletad the line will
ba stili fu:ther continued until that fine
country is ail opened out. The ownships
ssoured from the Government lis along
the new r:‘id -
i The new sceamboat for the: conveyanca
of freight and prasengers, which iz now
being buili .in connection with the rail-
way, will ahortly be complsted and!wil]
‘be ready for bualneaa thh the opemng of’
navlgatmnl
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The I{Jppe wa Railway.

Mr, Zaul T, C 1Duma\a whn went up
to wurvey thio prjnpnwd branch of the
Tpmiscamingus r'nlw,:y has returnd to
O:tnwa, The brm h o will Junc'mn with
the main line at annkwd Rapids, ana will
bhe ton ard>a half miles in lenwth. It
. will traverso s fpr]y pgnod counrry. 1r
will he o called rne Kippewa branch.
Mr. Dumais wul submit  hs pmnq
tn the Roilway Gf)mmirtee and 1if thpry
approve tre work, w111 commenced a~ once.
U'nne  line, ho anya will nor be diffi
cult to huild. A jrumber of settlers are
now settlsd on the line ‘of the proposed
road. [tis thnu;ht that the new railway
will be vary use ul to .the lumberman
and will b panru?wed by thewm.
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A Trip to the Temiscamingys’
. ~Conntry, -

Mro W P dadersan, of Ottawa, whao.
Nas jost returied [roin an extynsive fish-
lag excursios Lo Like Nipisaing and
Vemiscawinguk, said ; “*Lhavo been away
now somse two moaths, all of which {im,
[spenit auder:canvas and travelling abon -
‘o myosnoe, ; YWs want io Mattawa by
train and then ap the Ostaws e Lake
Temizcamingte inovnr csnves:  YWe giaid
ou this lakg forthree weeks and foond
dshing and shootiog simply grand. Wa
could caich enough fish to last for two,
daye in half an huor.

"V Lhe;ﬁ proceed on to Lake Nipi.

sing, whera'wu spent severs! wocks in o

moat enjoydble mannesr, - The country Yo e
about theds lakes is principally of a wildg QW\

natura, vegy rocky and barren, bat s

taid by the patives tG be rich in minerals,
including c4pper, lead, silver and iron. fj— Zé
Ou, or ruthpr nuar, Luke Temiscamingua (‘[f (/(_/S

thero are seyeral fine sgricultural dlstricts
! which afe being rapidly settiad by Fronch
who au-\gjbro ght from the lower end of the —7
Provincs offQuebzc by tha Tomiscamingue )
Coldhization Company. Thuy oblain land
fur next tp nothing, and tha eolony is
gyrowlng rthpidly and is  vary prospsc.
nus. ' )
“'Did yolt hear anythtng aben gnid
fid above| blatraw- 7" i ‘
“res, Ifooacd a lot uftallcbut saw vory
litlie gold] There la one man who thinks
he has stguck it rich nexr the C. P. R.
frazi, aodve the Lown of Matlawa, but
inoal of tHa.pooplotake what is said wich
a grain pf salt, " (Of gourse thoro have
besn-minprals found and probably pgold,
bui from what I gould learn thero hus been
J ne Eldor;fdu glruck.” ‘
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. g . o], Patimr Gendreay, Ihe baed of tha Dt
ma;lelong the drediv: (agy mbteday at Maltaws,: J1¢ woa di
Erm, pf DY (0w, Ass | snolel maniger of the Oltawa'Unlver
Lusiness:| sy whion ha-was callad ta (kke sharge
of the colonisation project, aud he wan
| ohosen becsnae of his long expariencs In

oA of |-
I 2459 )
#u thel
o mdel
in daya

nro Womored oned ;n attatra and the’| similar wark In (he eastern towshios of
vielnity. . < " -)‘ . the Provines of Queboed. His Airst mova

The district, 6f Niphalng was or- | wis te form an nacingion of colonlya-
ganized iy - the :(‘lln\'nrnmele In 1872, l-Uan uwnil 6 rallway company, of both ot
with . Mr, J. Domh e stipendlary ! whith kn wna clected presldents The
Magistrate, and court wan hald at Mai- | work wi baygun in 188, waN pushed
town In Llie Eame yau'r_ wing'to the ; willy vignr, and was campletad  and
xrent number . of - Juggaes D sing | upeneil [or traflie two yenrs later, ‘To

1w um_ou-
"hed the-
ell Lack
manuer-
preanad
ra and
Nupert's

b
1he whola sorthars,
Tdneaalin 1

througli the tawn the estabifshmedt of
autharlly wan necesaary,und Uie Magis
trate &nd onurl linded L&  prredrye
|urt1_yr, In 175 a telular lne o ateal

Tarn wun pincod s the DUlawn River,
beatween Dcux Rayinres: and. Mallars,
23 iten, snd. tha;irst telegmph ofice
wan apened, And 111677 the bridgo o

dgwrn to
nmpany
rrading
Jlayuted
FAQ chme

the  Meiawa ,luvrr.“eonnrcllnu . the
wir aldes of Ihe town, wan Lulll
[ 1RA4 Mallaws w3s erectsd inlo &
viilmuge, with wnunicipal government. Mr,
Wiillam Flogasth being the frst lreve.
wilti Noah Timmitis aa succrssur, ond
e work of Improversent tn the ahupe
Enaglir~—i of roadways and Hdewal gy,
nd- ' wha com-
t o pased of 164 familles, Up to this xeur
28, w2 Mlattawa owed |ta progress to the &
— i & | Increasing lumber operations In the
At miles | aurrounding country, but tha arst real
1 River,, | Impatuz was |n the year 128¢, when Lhe
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wvryed hy mrer to the flest partaga,
and wore transtorred by iraln o a
steamer un Ihe ather side,
Lhe sliart partnges horaen were used 30
haul Lhe eors, Lui at Ihr Qordon Creck

agr punpmmy.cogina was employed 1 F
Tha curnniciion of 1his work eatablished
dircot and #aay communioniion between
Muttawn and the hexd of Laks Tamla-
camingue, o diatapce af 126 miles, and
npened = large secilon af esusiry
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n Tooat Impars
{th & vigaroud, |-
busioeas men
warde of §hy
L the, great

GILEwR. -Th-these
Iy 'cmploym




Bt

S A

1.'. tid A

A r’»

e s
A

o g
e w}r i s

EfenAach ,;;_‘-_.».,Er.e.‘i_.fi‘ i .fa"‘ﬁlii‘_‘ﬁ_ HEF ""‘1:{" i
s o R R
R ; o 2is

L AW R
B i)
Lismadiied ve
oy

g 5%’[“'* ez
ﬁg’ o

5 §
i S
i

BAE SO T ANl T e gt e
etens e

i
5

—au-.mw.w‘,-.-«.w-nﬁ.—-.-r,...-._-.-4.7..._,...‘r.‘,_,.;_.,. -







AT
T
) "}Q’fﬁf
R
v oF o5 V‘- )W
o5

!

Sl

e

X




G

oy

¥ Isd soprs altsun, Toastin | 24
Uon.n b, LS
“L.-nwg#.ﬁ%ﬂ.ﬁ'u&‘fbﬁ‘a‘;‘-
0 ol
- o

7 it possesalonifile! .
S S s O RO

alor 88 fomilles

soliavd : Hapdidite : ) 217 ,';\m"“
: il ey
%5 oo SUM. Jloxk 4 Cia, | nrchiteeture, ‘cat{ B ta MIns] plahtes
;11 prot mas hédlation ofrir PRT ) falt
§On SEYEREe 84 AOG TXprlende. dans 5 madiiee £ e . G
e Tous auvruze qwon youdr W -

dos travaus. - iriiportants totil
exdentda rurJes: rues ot ‘sdf lok
cnonsinedo cn]uniuu-l.iol_t.;.qlmi(it o ! .
'_I'.Th;lhirn_I'urulibprulgugés.‘:Eu.m SHTuELn e P ‘?‘J‘_“E"?]‘{‘?I’

ditaas e et r v

= aved, Lt

T o TR (A




QML

INUETET

k
e

R T

B NENTS Ak
FOMPTIEUDR
b




9/10/2015

Kt s v

' of four important freighting
T ' stations. Historically a native
... encampment at its southern
terminus, numerous explorers and fur
traders used this same water route 0
access and transport furs. By the late
1860's, active lumbering and the
beginnings of colonization schemes
for northern Ontario and Quebec,
contributed to a considerable amount

of traffic along the river between Les Erables Rapids
Mattawa to the head of Lake PECO. ca. 1930
Temiskaming. :

Eventually "La Societe de la
Colonization du Lac Temiscamingue”
(The Temiskaming Colonization
Society), formed a land settlement
scheme, incorporated by Catholic
priests from the province of Quebec.
To encourage and facilitate the
establishment of settlers, the
colonization society formed a
subsidiary company in 1883. They
incorporated "l.a Compagnie de
Chemin de fer de Temiscamingue”

i@, Empire

© Life

(or the Temiskaming Railway
Company), obtaining a charter that
enabled freighting tramways to be built around the rapids. The tramway
at La Cave, Les Erables, and La Montagne portages were all completed
that year. The following year in 1884 every obstacle within the Long
Sault Rapids were bridged.

A small community quickly sprang up at Les Erables to accommodate
the travellers and jobbers who funnelled through with supplies and
equipment. The site grew to include a stopping place, a few freighting
buildings and a depot. The seitlement added a few dwellings, a small
store and a post office, which was opened in 1883 by George Wilson.
Horses pulled the carts along a narrow gauge track a distance of some
4.2 kilometres (3 miles). Completed that same year it was hailed as a
major improvement for transportation.

The steamer Lottie left La Cave rapids and dropped passengers at the
small landing at Les Erables. The freight was unloaded packed on a
cart, and hauled 4.2 kilometres to the north landing. At this point
another steamer, "L'Emerillon," came t0 the northern end of the portage
and picked up the freight and continued to L2 Montagne Rapids where
another portage carried freight to Seven League Lake and on to
Beauchenes' landing on the Quebec side of the river further north.

The mouth of Beauchenes Creek was at the foot of the gruelling Long

;
bt hanins Abhettmannix comiontarioftowns/leserabie.him!
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Sault portage, a series of six rapids, which spanned nearly 28
kilometres (20 miles) up to the foot of Lake Temiscaming. This is
where another series of rail portages were constructed. The TRC,
eventually replaced theses and completed a direct 30.8 kilometres (22
miles) narrow gage rail line by 1890. At Beauchene the freight was then
hauled by a steam engine with ease all way the to the small settlements
of Gordon Creek (Kipawa Mills), and Lumsden Mills (both present day
Temiscaming, Quebec). From there the head of the lake was a mere
leisurely 126 kilometres (90 miles) steamboat ride.

The Canadian Pacific Railway purchased the portage railroad in 1891.
In 1893 they commenced construction of a standard gauge line from
Mattawa to the Long Sault Rapids (Temiscamingue). In 1893 the rails
had bypassed the portage trail on the Ontario side, and the following
year the 88 kilometres (63 miles) line was finally completed to Lake
Temiskaming. At that point Les Erables lost its purpose, and faded to
obscurity to become another footnote in the Ottawa River's long
history. In 1948 After the Oito Holden Dam was completed and
activated, the remains of Les Erables were lost forever under the river.
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Lake Timiskaming

Lake Timiskaming (Lac Témiscamingue), 304 km2, 108 km long, elev 180 m, is
located lon the Ontario and Québec border in the southwestern corner of Quebec
Varying from a few hundred metres to 8 km in width, Lake Timiskaming strodd;]es the
boundaty, half in Ontario and half in Québec. |

Lake Timiskaming (Lac Témiscamingue), 304 km?, 108 km long, elev 180 m, is located on the Ontario and
Québec border in the southwestern corner of Québec. Varying from a few hundred metres to 8 km in width,
Lake Tlmlskammg straddles the boundary, haif in Ontario and half in Québec. Its physical character‘is well
summarized in its name, an Algonquin word meaning “at the place of the deep water.” The lake is deep the
mean depth is 122 m - except for the clay flats in the northeastern corner, which are dry at low water.

Along its eT-astem and southeastern shores are steep cliffs, a part of the LAURENTIAN HIGHLANDS ,.which
until the 19th century were covered by PINE forests. On the southwestern shore this same topography
prevails, but north of the Montreal River, where the lake widens, the hills give way to gentler slopes
Geoiogucéliy Lake Timiskaming is a remnant of Lake Barlow, a glacial lake dating back about 10 OOO years.

History

Before Eufopean intrusion into the area, the ALGONQUIN occupied lands to the northeast of the lake,
QJiBWA to the south and CREE to the northwest. All were drawn into the FUR TRADE in the early 16705 and
from then until the beginning of the 19th century, when the trade shifted northwestward, Lake Tlmlskammg
was mainly a transportation route for a succession of fur companies and their traders. In the 1830s and 1840s,
however, Imissionary fervour brought first OBLATES and then the SULPIC IANS into the area. In these same
years, lumbermen acquired cutting rights along the eastern shore of the lake in the Kipawa region., By the
1870s, luibermen had fanned northward and crossed the lake to the western shore. Inthe 18803
oermanent settlement began around Lake Timiskaming, on the Québec side, thanks to the efforts of
missionary colonizers such as Fatnar Paradis at VILLE-MARIE, and in Ontario through the work of such men as
Charles C. Farr, founder of HAILEYBURY.

e e ? 12
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The first commercial steamer appeared on the lake in 1882: 14 were in operation in 1900. By then, however
railways helxd begun to take over the lake's transportation role. The Canadian Pacific Railway branchiine, the
Temiskaming Colonization Railway, running northward in Québec from Mattawa, reached TEMIQCA! AING in
1894 and Ville-Marie in 1925. The Ontario government began construction of its own colonization | ra ilway,
the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario (T & NO), in 1902. By 1905 the T & NO had reached NEW |
LISKEARD the farming village at the mouth of Wabi Creek on Lake Timiskaming, and 3 years later |t
connected with the National Transcontinental Railway at COCHRANE in the Great Clay Belt.

As a develbpmental instrument the T & NO proved to be immensely successful, making possible the
establishment of a host of silver (COBALT) and gold (TIMMINSand KIRKLAND LAKE) mining towns to the
west and horthwest of the lake. Because of these railways and the highways constructed into the area from
NORTH BAY and Mattawa in the 1920s, Lake Timiskaming declined as a commercial transportation route
after WWIL but became important for tourism and recreational purposes.
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54 Victoria. sessional Papers (No. 10.) A 1891

Lake Evie, Exsex and Detroit River Railway Company,
(See Nos. 133.)

By the Act 50-31 Vic., ch. 26 (1887), the grant of a subsidy to the extent of
$118,400, for 27 miles of their railway, was authorized in lien of u subsidy granted
to this company the previous year, and on the 6th of April. 1888, they were admitted
to contract for the construction of a line from Walkerville, on the Detroit River, to
Codar Creek Station, under the authority of an Order in Council of the 25¢h of March,

The line having been built und inspected, the company wexrv .xuthou ed, ou tha
97nd of December, 1888, to open it for traffic. '

Of the subsidy, the sum of $106,500 was paid before the close of the fiscal year
1888-89. During the past fiscal year u further sum of $11,900 wus paid, making the
total amount $118,400, of this company’s subsidy.

Yake Temiscamingue Colonization Ratlwa)y Company.
(See Nos, 33, 84, 119, 122, 169 and 216).

By the Act 48-49 Vie,, ¢h. 59, a subsidy was authorized in aid of the copstruc-
tion of a line of railway from Long Sault to the toot of Lake Temiscamingue, sur-
mounting certain rapids on the River Ottawa, The limit of the amount was $25,600,
cotfering a total distance of 8 miles. A contract Wwas entered into on the 25th of
November, 1885, for the construction of & miles, to be completed by the 1st of
January, 1887.

In conformity with an express provision to that effect in clause 2 of the Act 49
Vie., ch. 10, letters patent were issued under an Order in Council of the 20th of
July, 1886, published in the Canada Gazette of the 2.4th, granting a charter for the
construction of this railway to the *Lake Temiscamingue Colouization Railway
Company.”

By the Subsidy Act, 49 Vic., ch. 10, a turther subsidy of 86,000 was authorized
for the building of wharves and Janding slages in connection with this line, This
was subsequently cancelled, and by the Act 50-31 Tie., ch, 24 (1887), the definition
of portions of the road to which the preceding Acts had gronted subsidies was cot-
rected, the amount of the subsidy, however, remaininy the same, namely, o total of
$31,600.

By the Act 50-51 Vie., ch. 24, the grant of a subsidy to the extent of §33,600
was authorized for 10} miles of this compauy’s }ine from Toog Sault to Laks Kip-
pewa. The contraet for this subsidy was entered into on the 27th of June, 1888.

By the Act 32 Vic., ch.3 (188v), a subsidy was authorized not exceeding $48,000,
for 15 miles from Mattawa Station, C.P.R., towards the Loug Saulg, or vice versa.

By the Act 53 Vic, ch. 2 (1890), a subsidy was authorized, not exceeding
$64,000 for 20 miles from the northern end of the line subsidized by 52 Vic,, ch. 3.

During the fiscal year the sum of $26,360 was paid, making a total of $52,760
paid to this company. No further payment has been made up to the 31st of Decem-
ber, 1890,

718907 I : XXXV
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60 Victoria. Bessional Papers (No. 10.) ) A 1897

The unpaid balance of subsidy, 3145,000, which had lapsed, was revoted by the
Act 32 Vie, ch. 3 (1389), and was again revated by the Act 56 Vie, ch. 2 (1893),

During the fiscal year 1894.5, the sum of 332,000 was paid, making the total
payments, £96,000. No payments were made during the pass fiscal vear,

Joggins Railway Company.

(See Annuval Report for 1891-92.)

HKingston, Xapanee and Western Railway Company.

(See Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec Railway.)

Eingston and Pembroke Railway Company.

(See Annual Report for 1834-85.)

Exnke Erie and Detroit River Railway Company.,

Formerly * the Lake Rrie, Essex and Detroit Railway Company,” name changed by
Dominion Act, 534-35 Vie,, ch. 88 (1891}

(See Annual Report for 1893-94.)

L’Assomption Railway Company.

(See Annual Report of 1886-37.)

Teamington and St. Clair Railway Company,

(See Annual Report of 1888-89.)

Lake Temiscamingue Colonizatlon Railway Company.
(See Nos. 55, S4, 119, 122, 169, 218, 278, 282 and 324.)

By the Act 4349 Vie, ch. 59, a subsidy was authorized in aid of the construction
of & line of railway from Long Sault to the foot of Lake Temiscamingue, surmounting
certain rapids on the Ottawa River. The limiv of the amount was $25,600, covering =
total distance of 8 miles. A conuvract was entered into on the 25th of November, 1383,
for the construction of 6 miles, to be completed by the 1st of January, 1887.

In conformity with an express provision to that effect in clause 2 of the Act 49
Vic, ch. 10, letters patent were issued under an Order in Council of the 20th of July,
1386, puhlished in the Canada Guzette of the 24ch, granting « charter for the con-
struction of this railway to the * Lake Temiscamingue Colonization Railway Com-
pany.”

By che Subsidy Act £9 Vie, ¢h 10, u further subsidy of $6,000 was authorized
for the huilding of wharfs and landing stages in connection with this line. This was
subsequently cancelled, and by the Act 50-01 Vie, ch. 24 (1887), the definition of
portions of the road to which the preceding Acts had granted subsidies was corrected,
thie amount of the subsidy, however, remmaining the same, namely, a total of 531,600,
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