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Province or CANADA. S

By His Excellency The Righ

t Honorable James, EArL or Bréis A%
Kincanping, Knight of the Most Ancient and Most Noble
of the Thistle, Governor General ‘of British North A
and Captain General and Governor in Chief in a doyﬁ;;
Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New ansmckwg

oy

Island of Prince Edward,and Viee-Admiral of the;sames

&c., &c.;

To all to whom thesc Presents shall come, or in anywise concern—-

)

E:QNOW' Ye, that under and pursuant 1o the provisions of an Act of 1henLegf s
lature of the Provinee of Canada, passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty’s:
for inquiring into matiers

intituled, “An Act to empower Commissioners
vith the public business, 0 take cvidence on oath,” the authority Il
me thereby vested, and by and with the advice and consent of Her Majesty i’
Executive Council for.the said Province, I have nominated, cons,tii‘llted';‘;a_j. -
appointed, and by (heso Presents do nominate, constifnte and appoint* FEHEA
Foster Coffin, of the Gily of Montreal, Esquire, and Matthew Crgoks Cop

of the City of Toronto, Esquire, Barrister at Law, 10 be Commissioners toe}i}é:{m
into and report upon the causes and circumstances: of and attending tbgg@
fearful eollision on the Great Western Railway jn that part Lof‘Cafn’éld'a:‘?é;a?ﬁ i
Upper Canada, which has resulicd in the immediate death .of upwgrds;gﬁ (it
ersons ; and furiber to examine into and report upon the origin of " all, previc
accidents or detentions on the said line of Railway, which - may- hava:;
attended by personal injury or loss of life. And !l do hereby quthgrize and:ex
ower them, the said William IFosler Coffin and Maithew Crooks" Cameron, s
such Commissioners, to summon’ before them any person or persons 3{?&%%

or witnesses, and to require such person or persons 10 give evidence:onoal]
orally, or in writing, and to preduce «uch documents and things astheystk
Wiltiam Foster Coffin and Matthew Crooks Cameron, may deem requisite
full investigation of the matters and things aforesaid. R
To have and to hold the caid office of Commissioners for the purposes
«aid William Foster Coffin and Matthew Crooks Cdtery

gaid, unto them, the
dnving pleasure and T do hereby require ihat the =aid William Foster Coffi
ﬁﬂzétﬁew L‘)“r)!):;’L‘J Lt v irin i‘r:;h;rr* ‘the "I’:"f:u]‘.‘ nf the ﬂhf‘vmm'fm!innedﬁm,;,

sion with all convenient apeed. to the Gavernor, Lieutenant Govemar, or p&
administering the Government of the said Provincs ot the time beisg.

\ .
1. at Quebee, this third dayvgf :

Reign,
« connecied wit

Given nnder my hand and Ses
vember, in ‘the year of Our ford cne thousand’ egnt’
: sy tle nightasnth eav af ez Mawsty

O

o e
it WheTmae i,

Reign. - SRR

_ | T ‘ ELGIN AND KINCARDINE,

By. Ca_n_mand--a . : | - :

" E.'A. MEREDITH, |
- Assistant Secretary:

1 : ) 1 .
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't~—-—,—Acc;dent at Lobo, 2d June, 1854.
Baptlste C1eeL, 27th October, 1854.

wth;.—-—rAchent at Thorold, 6th July, 1854
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Of the Commissioners appointed. to inquire ‘into’ &
" “of Accidents and Detentions of the Great Wes
Railway, Canada West, by Commission bearing i
‘ - . Nov. 3, 1854, \ - :

Hamicron, Cavapa Wesr, v ¥
-~ | . December 51‘:_7;,‘185‘4.:?, '
( To the Honorable | L
the Provincial Secretary, . :
Quebec. Coeehy

Str,—In the course of the investigation confided to us under Com
bearing date the fourth day of November last past, certain facts-ha
to our knowledge which 'we feel it to be our duty to bring under theinotite
His Excellency the Governor General in a separate and preliminary Repoytifis

T It appears that on the'second day of June last past, at about*halfy

. o’clock P. M., a fatal accident occurred on the Great Western Railwray:

Township of London, a few yards beyond the line which separates ‘the:

Township from the Township of Lobo. At this spot the rail road Track run

N1 some distance on the top of an embankment averaging 30 feet in height. &

8 ' . the day above mentioned, and at this spot, the Express Train proceeding

. ran down a cow ; the Locomotive and Tender and two Baggage Cars:

over the carcase of the animal without: injury ; the next, 2 Freight #€ar.

Second Class Passenger Car and one First Class Passenger Car were displ

' . {rom-the Rail; the Second and First Class Passenger : Cars were ' ifi'd}

degrees both partially thrown down the embankment without serious:1g

the inmates; the Freight Car, laden with Emigrants and their ba%

hurled to the foot of the slope and there broken up, killing five of thes

one other passenger was killed:by leaping off the platform of a Caryhay 3
thereby crushed beneath a wheel. - ' Ce

On the third day of June an inquest was held upon the bodieggzofithe

of this accident by Dr. Wanless, the Coroner of London. It was  showd'st

~ the decéased-wete, with one exception, Norwegian emigrants destinedifon

cago, that they-and their baggage were ' beé’ng?-conveye?i to that destin

the Great'Western- Railway, in a Frelght Car; that:by-an inexcusable el




‘bart'of the officers of the Company, on reaching Chatham instead of being
od onward, they had been transported backVtowards‘London, and had
untered 'the accident which oaused their death; it was shown further
16 fences of the Company ‘Were: not put up at the scenc of the disaster ;

any cattle had been already killed by

niconsequence of this omission m
s.inthat vicinity, put in this particular instanee nothing appeared to
the Driver of the Engine: in any charge of carclessness or wantonness

down the cow which caused the eatastrophe that ensued.

'.lir};'renderctl the following verdiet ¢ ¢ That the deceased persons

‘their deaths in conscquenee of the Car in which they were passengers

“been thrown down an ombankment situated oun sechion 4 of the Western
Sion of the Great Western Railway, whoreby they received certain injuries
their ' bodies of which they dicd; the Jary would thercon remark” that
ok the 10 d not ‘being fenced upon its- entire_route is a matter much to be depre-
o %@fed arid-aire of opinion that the Groat Western Railway Company should
%o immediate steps 1o have it securely and completely fenced *orthwith.
are also of opinion that the practice of placing emigrants in the s2Ine
arowith their heavy baggage is accompanicd w
Ydiscontinued.” '
' the.iverdict at'length to show
this';accident to, which e shall presently advert more fully,
iave atiracted the attention of the Jury.

{hat the most important feature or first
does not

‘,he; =;}‘\‘N:Stig'ation entrusted 1o us el
hich-unhappily have occurred on the Great Western Railway. To enable

understand - the case thovoughly, we personally visited the scene of the
made enquirics on the spot, subsequently toolk evidence on oath.
withrsubmitted, and upon which we respectiu
£ the accident was the destraction of a cow, but the question of
npgests. itself whether the destruction of a cow was an unavoidable
761 thel careless, the wanton, or the wilful act of the engine driver.
Jubtedly,itherpiimary -cause of. the accident was the absence of fencing,
ant:of {ences do¢s nat relieve the engine driver from liability in
encountering any avoidable object on his track. _
i Inquest the persons who spoke to the appearance and position of the
owron the track,’ were Thomas Horton, ihe engino driver, Thomas Bostwick,
yand Thorpas' Kennedy, or rather, asiapptar by deposition herewith
ohn Kennedy, o farmer residing at the place. :
e-engine driver, and Bostwick, the fireman, say that two cows got
k.# The first says: ¢ before comiung to the spot where the accident
ut he does not say how far they were oft when he saw them ; The
that'“ a short distance from where the accident occurrad, he
rcows standing by “the 'side of the track,” which ran ahend &ec.”
inedy-says : ithat he © saw a cow on the railway trnek about twenty minutes
ré the train came up on Friday afternooun, and thinks she stayed there till
\"did come up.” Do C

cegsary to state here that the track, 48 soCR from the front of a irain
doaehing from the westis,’ for af least two miles, and to.the tastern extremity
ankment < perfectly straight, that an object ofithe gize of a cow can be
ase on'the wrack  at the distance of:a mile, that from ‘the dangerous

/ith much danger, and should

nbraces this among the other acéidents

ily offer the following.



N

narrowness of the top of the embankment at that time and place (a Qa};o wIie
.that had rendered a caution, signal necessary at'the spot and the " conséquent

-slow running of trains over it) the cow, if there at all, must have stool
conspicuously on the track ; and to remar

k also that the engine driver
evidence before the Coroner’s Inquest says : that ¢ he could pull upithe
« gt that part of the road within 350 yards going at the rate they were?’:

Onr observations led us 1o ipvestigate this matter further.
John Kennedy and took his deposition BOW irapsmitied (No. 2 ;
distinetly (what did not appear at the Inquest) that the cow came.
the top of the embankment ut the eastern extremity thereof, and walke

e ok westerly, hever having been off the top of the embankment &
il she THTeR 0 THD BFET TS e werim zst Taem e v Seet oneld
- - v - : y3

r e, SowT the dope | e SO

have gone, for a litle dinance, and & VETY FHOTL TITRL, e o :
of the embankment are in fact too steep for any animal spontaneocusly 9, Tun
or down. If this evidence be true, the cow must have been conspicuoq :
sight of the train for at least five minutes of the time occupied in rannin
mmiles at the rate prescribed to trains at that spot. S
The cvidence of Kennedy on this point is corroborated by the testimony.s
James Buchanan, 2 witness, at the Inquest, erroneously called “'the som ©
Kennedy”, and from whom upon. that occasion nothing of importance,;:w
clicited.” . : ‘ A
We would hiow dircct attention to a part of the testimony of Mr. John Gamble
' s significant. This gentleman in his deposition;
(No. 4) says: For a short time previous and up to the time of the acciden
“ the train had proceeded more rapidly than in the carlier part of ‘the day:
This gentleman remarked the fact to a {ellow passenger almost instantanéois
before the accident took place. And yet this increasc of speed must have tak
place preciscly at the time and place where a decrease was, required, bot
account of the dangerous DArrowness of the embankment and’the €vi

.obstruction of the cow.
We infer, therefore,

3

S

Horne, which in this connection i

) from this evidence that TJmmns'Horto,ri, the engiﬁ%?ﬁixv
must have seen the cow ; that he could have stayed his spced or stoppediith
train before striking her; that he purposely accelerated. his speed:to strike and

throv- the animal off the track ; that reckless of consequences, he didsa &
dangerous thing at a most dangerous place, and that he shonld be. mads
sccountable for the fatal result. REARIC Rt
did not blow his steam whiste, ‘either oy

F: ir fo he cbwerved ther Horteo

frighten -and "drive away the animal in approaching fer, .oF O DOUHFLIEE
Brakesmen on' the train to ¢ tighten up and thercby simultaneously:‘slacken;
the speed of 'the various parts of ‘the train, (a.most important. precautionsio™
prevent, in the case of ‘any 'sudden slackening or stopping of the locomotive )
abrupt collision of the cars in the rear, one with the othe r,) the omission of:wrhi
indicated = predetenmination to rid bimself violently. of the. obstacleins
‘e which by the vodden vk of The ooliaen, m commetion with the Tollt
of the carcase of ihe animal bepeath the wheels, Tmost propebly
cause the accident in question. - Co
~ Horton explains, in hig evidence ¢ that he did not blow
« he found.; from experience that it.only jrritated .the . cattle.” .
‘meant that. it confised or ‘bewildered them. But the use of the whi
__conjuneture; was:not soimuch to frighten #way castle, -as it 'wag,

¥
LY

ot



: a}.cken, preparatory to stopping’ the train. Tt may be questioned whether the
“whistle could ¢ jrritate” or bewilder cafttle more than the roar of

noise of the itat
the engine and the rush of the train itself.
“The fact is, and it has been exemplified in the worst results on all Rail Roads

hat there is no more common nor more dangerous practice than that in use by

‘enging . ‘ng stray callle off the track.” In the first instance the
% driver.may have donc it by accident, uunavoidably, without injury to himself or

train. - Impunity and jmpatience ol 1l
“experiment, until a fatal occurrence takes place, and it must be remembered
ays the only witness in his own ecase. The

that.even then he is almost alw

fireman may or may not have witnessed the occurrence, he may have been

GCCL k, or chooscs 10 make it so appear, the cattle are

rit \dead, or.dumb witnesscs, and no other is present to confate or correct the sthte-
7t ment which may be made. The driver is, in fact, while his train is in motion,

the, sole, and almost the irresponsible Arbiter of the {ate of all those entrusted

; oy fliy e - . - . .
to'his care. [t is most important for the fature safety of human life, on every
to teach this class of men, that

R e . . . .
nogsible occasion and in every legitimale way,

nt, and that the Government

lefeets in the Adminis-

.k'-- ‘-".1 . . - .
hey.cannot always elude responsibility and punishme
advertence or incxpcriunco of Coroners

-

occupied with his' own wor

oy

SH 4 determined on all future occasions, as on this, 10 supply «
fiation of Justice, arising from the in
‘It'is.right, also, to mention here, a fact well known and understood upon
Railroads. In running down cattle, injury rarely happens to the Locomotive
or Tender. . The great weight of either, earries it salely over the obstacle. The
oars in the rear of the train arc thrown off, parily from {heir comparative lightness,
‘pertly from the body of the animal killed, getting rolled up heneath the wheels,
‘andipaytly by the abscnce or imperfect application of the brakes ; wrenching
thereby. the coupling rods asunder, and jerking the trucks and wheels oft the
track. " Thus, therefore, a train of passengers may be grievously injured,
while the;autbor of the mischief, in most cases, will escape unhurt.

, itiis@nj-thi's view of the matter that we have deemed it to be our duty to bring
‘this particular case, especially and promptly, under the notice of His Excellency
"4he. Governor-General. We conceive that the evidence taken before the Covoners
.Ipry;,_elucidated‘further by that whieh wo have the honour to submit, establishes
strong presumptions that ihe accident of the third day of June last past, and the
loss.of life resulting therefrom, were caused by the reckless driving of engine
driver: Thomas Horton ; and we beg Jeave to suggest respeetfully that such

are -satisfied that, whaiever may be the result, the interposition of justice,
hewever tardy, cannot fail- to.cxercise a moral cfleet on the class of engine
drivers.conducive to public safety for the {uture.
“fThe’ouly safe and surc means of avoiding collisions with eattle when permitted
A0 .re';:iclzi"the:tmck of the Railroad is, in all cases, to slacken speed, to put on
‘brakes, and to be prepared, if necessary, to stop the train rather than run down
Q?_A-_gp}r‘rml, When the Company is in fault, from the absence of fences, these
pﬁg;&_g’_ﬁg‘tiomgmefdbu@ly im})emtive. We do not find in the Rules of the Co;npn'xmy ‘
a__s;.'E}:x‘j;ixt‘ce_(_l',"any'i provision tor this case, bul we do not consider that the omission
‘ean iany way exonerate an ‘engine driver from taking all necessary and self-
E_v;cl\‘em;jprecau‘ffog. “Ytiis'a part of ‘the business for'which he is ‘hired and paid:-

¢ annoyance induce a re;)clilion of the,

praceedings be taken in the premises as the law and the oceasion require.  We

—




- Inquest.

“of the Medical-Men, who could be found, and Drs. MecKenzie, Wanless, Brown

. We do not intend here to make any further cbservations on the want of fences, -
the insufficiency of rules, the insccure state of the embankments, the frequent..
killing of cattle, the conveyance of emigrants and their baggage together’in
freight cars, or the unhappy and fatal misdirection of emigrants on the present’
oceasion. These subjects we reserve with others for future report, and have,
' Sir, the honour to b, '

Your most obedient servants, -

WILLIAM F. COFFIN, - e,

M. €. CAMERON, R

Joxin Wanrzss, of the City of London, Canada West, Esquire, Surgeon, states: .
that he is Coroner of the County of Middlesex and City of London. That in his
capacity of Coroner he presided at an Inquest held at Iondon on the third day of .
June last past on the bodies of six persons killed by an aceident which occurred,
to a train running on the Great Western Railway, between Lobo Station and,
London. That he has read an acconnt of the said Inquest and reeapitulation of:
evidence taken thereat as contained in a number of the London Free Press®
Newspaper, bearing date the 8th Junc last past, and sibmitted for his perusal.:
He has cvery reason to belicve that the said Newspaper contains a correct
statement of -the circumstances of the accident and of the evidence taken at the

P

JOIN WANLESS,
‘ Coroner, "'
City of London, County of Middlesex.

Transcript of evidence taken at an Inquest held at London on Friday,’

the Bnd June, 1854, - SRR

On Friday afternoon a fecling of painful anxiety was excited in town jn
consequence of the arrival of an engine and tender, which brought the unwelcom

intelligence that a serious accident had oceurred on the Great Western Railway,

to the Bxpress Train, which had been coming ast, and which was due hereigt
2-30° P. M., ata place 7. miles distant from London. SRR

The Officers of the Company lost no time in securing the scrvices of as:many

and Anderson, were quickly despatebed to the seene of the disaster. We availed
ourselves of the oceasion 1o visit the spot, and upon arrival a most painful ‘scene: |
presented itself.  The bodies of flive Men aud one Woman were stretched in,,
death, bearing marks of having come to a violent and a fearful end. Further:.
on, beneath the shade of some trees, were the wonnded, whose suflerings were
being agsuaged as far as possible by the Oflicers of the Company, the passengers:”
and others who had collected at the spot. A little {urther on lay the wreekiof
the train. 'The ac¢eident had oceurred at a most unfortunate place ; it wag on'an;:
embankmeént which had been raised in o sswampy hoellow between two cattings,:.
and, whieh was some thirty-five feet high. Thrée carriages had been’ thrown -
off the track at this place, and consisted of a, 1st, 2ud, and a baggage ca¥... The
first was in an upright position, partly on the bank ‘and partly on the'track.
This was not much damaged, and the passengers escaped without injury-except
one Page who jumped off at the time of the acgident, and was dmwn:undféqr,.t_h“-
wheelsin aceordance with ‘the well known'laws of momentum and mangledité
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‘death. The next lay on its side, about half-way down the embankment. This
‘ear .was. not much broken, but the concussion had been sufficiently violent to
‘start.all the scats from the floor, and 1o hurl them, together with the passcngers,
to the downmost end of it ; strange to say, but a few passengers in the car were
“hurt,-and those not very severcly ; e last was the baggage car. This was
t:shattered into a hundred picces, the framerof which was lying floor upwards at
the bottom of the embankment ; it was in this car that five of the deceased were
at'the time of the accident, together with a lurge quantity of heavy baggage,

which: belonged to them and their fellow conntrymen, who had gone on in 2

‘ ceé, and the boxes of the poor people, which contained all their goods,
nd.the little mementos of the home they had left, were lying scattered about
all directions ; the immediate eanse of the aceident was a cow, which had
ot'on.to the track, and scemed to have seleeted the most dangerous place for
the- exercise of her unfortunate stupidity ; for, if the accident had occurred
elséwhere, the slow rate at which the train was proceeding, (15 miles per hour)
towould “lead to the supposition that no loss of life wonld have ensued, but the
aggage. car having rolled over and over down an embankment of 30 feet, is of

if. a sufficient explanation of the Jamentable loss of Jife ; the'passengers in
hese,cars, which did not roll down wwere comparatively uninjured, but it js
warprising that any who were' in the baggage ear eseaped with their lives ; the
elf lay mangled at a short distance from the ecar, and was nearly severed
fn.two ;. the train scems 1o have run about a huudred yards after the cow wis
irst struck, and the rails were torn np for about the same distance.  As soon as
the necessary arrangements could be inade, the poor unfortunates living and
dead . were brought on to London, (thé passengers had heen previously seat) the
wounded were placed by the Agents of the Company under proper treatment,
and the'deceased were taken to the Fireman’s Hall to await the Inquest.  Four
se killed were members of one family, and comprised the [ather, mother
“two: sons, named Aslak Thorbjorngen, Iari Terges Dalten, Thorbjoren
“Aslakjen, Tijer Aslakjen, and were from Egosen, in the District of Sonogadold,
Norway ; the'fifth was a friend named Telless Oljen, who had emigrated with
them ; and the last a person named Page, who had formerly been a constable in
Delaware, and who beeame involved in the fatal eflects of the accident by
jamping off the train. Upon the arrival of the bodies hundreds of people were
awaiting them, and a fecling of intense commiscration was evineed Dy the
crowd upon sceing the remains, but the good sense of the people prevented
any :hindrance to the painful task which the Company’s servants had allotted

The Coroncr’s Inquest.

shortly after 8 o’cloek P. M., the Jury which had been summoned assembled
e Mireman’s 1Iall, and after having been duly sworn procceded to view the
dies which were lying in the Engine House, beneath. The first one was that
of-anaged woman who bore several marks of severe injury on the face, and
moany,.of her ribs were found to be broken ; all other bodies were more or less
gured, but. death would seem to have been very sudden as their countenanees
‘not present any symptoms of their having suflered mueh pain,  After the
asnal-preliminaries, Henry Brunstead was sworn and acted as interpreter to the
Norwegians., Turlockson Thorbjoren, who stated that he was a farmer, was next

-

rous train ; paris of this car, and jts contents had been hurled to,considerable.

Had leit, Harmilton on Thursday night, and was taken up spme distance -

—

-



the  previous .36 miles ;- it was an up-grade where the accident oceurred ;-

necident occurred ; their luggage was in the car with them ; the deceased was

‘his mother, and at the time of the accident,was sifting on the floor between two'
‘boxes; the boxes were piled at both ends of the ear; he felt a jolting after.which
he got hurt by the boxes, and does not recollect more as he became insensible, ".°
Upon coming to himself he saw his mother lying on some pillows; some one .
came to him and told him that she was dead ; the passengers’ cars were full at' - . -

.

Hamilton, and they were told by a man named Tillis, to go into the baggage
car ; Tillis was an Interpreter who lad been employed at Quebec to take them
up the country to Chicago ; They had paid their fare at Quebec, through to
Chicago. . ¢ »

NEIn Sworsnriy, was next examined. Was a farmer.  Paid his passage at
Quebee to Chicago ; paid it to one Holdbelt.  They reached Hamilton at about
9 o'clock on Thursday night, and their baggage was taken up to the cars.
There was no room for them in the 'passenger cars, and Tillis told them to go

Jinto the baggage car.. Cannot say how far they went west before they were

brought back again. Was in the same car with the decensed ; was lying ona

box . when the cars commenced shaking and turned over ; was not mueh hurt

himself. The ear tumbled down the embankment, and when he eame to himself

he saw some men bearing the dead from the ears ; saw the deceased carried out

of the car. When they arrived at Hamilton they did not pay any more fare

except on their luggage. _

Tronmas Kenxepy, is a farmer in the township of London.  Saw a cow on the
railway Track, about twenty minutes before the train game up, on I'riday after-
noon, and thinks she stayed there till the trun did come up. When they “did ;

West of London, when the ear in whieh, himself and the deceased was unhitched
from the train. On the morning of Friday, another train came and their car was::.
attached to it, and they were brought back again East, to the place where the. -

l

come up, the cow ran off’ the track, and then when the®ears were within about =77

twelve yards of her she went on again and ran in front of the engine for about '~
200 fect, when the engine struck her and passed over her. . The cars then got off .

the track and went partly down the embankment ; the bank at that place ‘was

about 30 feet high. The engineer did not blow his whistle. He thought. the . .-
cars were going rather faster than usual.  The line is not feneed in at the place -~
where the aceident happened ; believes it is the duty of the Railway Gompany

to fence in the road ; several cattle and sheep have been killed within half a

‘mile of the same place. The Company had put up the. fences on some other

parts of the line. When the aceident oceurred he went down to render assist-

ance. A
Tromas HorTon, was engincer driver of the Rein Deer. Before coming to the

spot where the accident happened, he saw two cows, one on each side of: the

track ; -one of the cows attempted to cross the track, but before she could do-it
the engine struck her and knocked her down on the track, when the engine and
two baggage cars passed over her; the third ear was thrown off the wrack, as-.
also the fourth and fifth ; he stopped the engine as quickly as possible ; itwas:.
_ ‘not more than 150 yards after the cow was struck before the engine was stopped.
One of the cows was on the side of the bank and then ¥an up on to the track ;. - =

_the cow was only some ten or filteen yards in advance of the engine when'she -
came on to the track; he was driving at the rate of about 15 miles per hour; was f

going slower than usual in' consequence of - the engine having beer: disabled:for
if he




he cow would have been knocked clear out of the road,
and the accident would not have ocenrred. A Juror here asked if it was not the
practice to run down the cows on the railway, instead of stopping the engine ?
Witness replicd that they valued their necis tao much. After the accident the

conductor and himself did all they conld to alleviate the sufferers. Had been

accustomed to drive engines for the last 16 years, and had been on the Great

~ Western since October last.  So far as he wns concernee
wnavoidable ; it was impossible to have pulled up the engine in so short asspace.
The reason why he did not blow the whistle was that he had found from expe-
ricnce that it only irritated the cattle, when they were almost sure to run on the
‘track ; it was better to get past them as silently as possible ; had passed hundreds
in that way ; e could pull up the engine at that part of the road within 300
. yards going at the rate they were ; the brakes were in good order.  If the acei-
dent had oceurred on a level portion of the country, the Joss of lifc would not in

all probability have been so great the track was in perfectly good order.  The

. engine struck the cow on her side ; if she had been running in front of the engine

the cow-cateher wonld most likely have thrown her ofl.
.- 'Tromas BosTwICK, is fireman to the Rein Deer. A short distance from where
17 “the aceident oceurred, he saw lwo cows standing by the side of the track ; as
" they neared them, the onc on the left side attempted to ran ahead, and on their
< 'coming up tricd to cross the track at about 12 yards ahead of the engine.  As
~soon as he saw this he weni across to the right side of the engine and saw the
‘whecls go over her 5 two baggage cars also went over it, but the third, fourth
- and fifth cars went off the track., Ie called to ITorton, the engineer, and went
" himself to the brakes; when the engine stopped, he went down to give assist-
*" ‘ance to the passengers; jp the first place he lifted some children out of a window,
. ... and then assisted a man (Page) who was under a wheel; the accident was
- quite anavoidable ; d7d not sce the deceased woman taken out of the ear.
" G, J. Brypczs, Manager of the Great Western, was next exmmnined. It was
“no uynusual thing in America to put the emigrants in the baggage ear; emigrants
preferred generally to travel with their baggage, and it was to their interest to
* . doso. They had their food, which they always bronght with them in their
Wi trunks, and it was morc convenient for them to be where they could get it, A
11w . different ticket was given to the emigrants at Hamilton, whieh carried them over
- the Great Western and Central Michigan, to any place which they might wish
© 10 'go. Docs not think that tliere was more danger in travelling in the bagaage
~ cars than'in the sceond class ; the only diflerence between them is that the latter
_“have scats in thein 5 the emigrants are more comforiable in the baggnge ears, as
‘they take out their bedding at night and sleep upon their bnggage ; if the emi-
'wrants had objected o go into the baggige cars they wonld have gone by the
next train, in the second elass ;) sinee the night express train has heen put on,
the-emigraits have been taken by it; bhefore that time the emigrants have often
. entreated to be sent on by the baggage ears, instead of waiting over, Mur.
" Brydges also stated that he appeared for the purpose of affording the Jury every
i information touching the matter, and il they wished to examine :iny other oflicérs
. of the Company he should secure their attendance.

had been going faster t

" eight o’clock. At the appointed time the enquiry was continued. p
' IS A r 't ) - 3 .
.M. C.J. Brypers was again examined.  ‘There was no doubt the greater the

' weight of the car'the less was its liability to leave the track ; this was proved

1 the acecident was ’

"It being now nearly one oclock on Saturday morning, the Jury adjourned till
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from the fact that the engine and tender almost- mvarnbiv run over any obstacle .
and'it was the lighter cars behind which were thrown off; the heavy baggage,
in the car in which the emigrants were would have a tendency therefore to cause.:
it to keep the track. There was no doubt that the cow became rolled into g
heap by the action of the wheels of the engine and tender, and thus a greater
obstacle was presented to the wheels of the baggage car, and it was thrown off: .
The seats in the second class cars were very Lumboraomc and had many -

nails and sharp points; in this case they were all torn up, and E

together with the passengers, to the farther end of the car; he thought that they
would be as likely to inflict serious injury as the boxes of the passengers ; the~
baggage car had rolled completely down the bank, and had fallen, bottom up- .
wardq and the concussion in that car must have béen mueh more violent than
in the second class car, which had only gone partly down the bank. :

Another witness, 1}10 son of I&cnnedv was also called to speak as to the rela-
tive positdon of the cow and the irain, bat noibing of importance was eliciled.

The Court having bccn eleared, the Jury proceeded to consider their verdiet,
when after a most ]nllont examination of the whole of the evidenee, which lfxsted' .
some hours, the following verdiet was rendered : '

That the deeeased persons came to their deaths in conmqucnco of the car in
which they were passengers, having been thrown down au embankment sitnated
on Section 4, of the Western Division of- the Great Western Railway, whereby’
thev I'CCCIVCd certam m]urlo‘: on their bOd]GS, of which they died. The Turv'
would tiereon remark, than the road not being fenced up on s earire roate, Is a
“matier muoch to be dcprccated and arc of opinion that the Great Western Rail-

ey Company shamld wwke tmomedinie ST T mave W osronrly and commpieted iy
fenced forthwith. They are also of opinion that the practice of placing cmlo'rants
in the same cars with their heavy luggage, iz accompanicd with much d'lnffer

and should be discontinued,

Statement with refercnce to accident near Lobo, June, 1854. T 0

Wintiam McMorren, of the Town of Sandwich, quun Atlomny at Law, .
stated that in the early part of the month of June, 1854, he was travelling in the.
Carof the Great Western R. R. Company ﬁom Chdﬂmn to London; he was.
scated in the second first Class Passenger Car of the Train ; aliead of that Car
was another first Class Car preceded by a sccond Class Car containing German
‘Emigrants which had been taken on at Chatham ; shortly alter loa\nnnP Lobo -
bh‘uon while running on a high embankment of from 70 to 80 feet in h(,whl the, .
irain sudden]y stopped, his attention was instantly attracted 1o the first class
and sccond class passenger Cars which preceded the Car he oceupied ; both.
had become detached from the train, and both were at that moment L:Ihnw down,
the embankment ; one had reached the bottom, the other was tumbling over, got -
out of the Car mstan!ly, and hvlpul to extricate the inmates of the fallen Car.,
Found one man crushed under the first class Car ;5 took hall an hour to dig Inm
out; he was not an Emigrant. The sccond cluss Car before refe rred to was not in -
_cht asccond class Oar, it was an ordinary freight Car comtaining second elags
'passengers and their bnmmwv together.  This car was hurled down the embank-
ment ; I helped to get out tthe pqasenwcxs who were therein ; we found six killed in
the said Car erushed by their baggage, and about a. dozen wounded. ‘The cadsé
of the-neoidant was.g anw or.ax.which had sanconntevad the troin op the track an -

the top of the embankment ; the embankment extended for at least 100 yards cleay.
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where the Locomotive stopped on the occurrence of the acci-
o oclock in the

afternoon ; the day was fine and clear. The name of the Conductor was Halford ;

. the Engine Driver, I do not know.

. ahead of the point ; )
dent’; the hour at which the occurence took piace was about tw

WILLIAM McMULLEN.

Signed and acl{xlo\\rleagecl before Wintiam I CorrFin.
7+ 15th November, 1854.

L Deposition of John Kennedy, London, 30th Nowv., 1854.
" Joun Kenvepy, of the Township of London, in the County of Middlesex,
_.yeoman,being duly sworn, deposeth and saith ; that he lives with his father Andrew
" Kennedy on his farm, being the west half of lot number thirty, in the fourth con-
“icesston of the said Township. That the Great Western Railway passes through
' .the said farm ; he remember an aceident which occurred on the satd Railway on,
. the second day of June last past, by which eertain passengers in the train lost their
“Jives. - At about the hour of half past two I M. of the day last mentioned, this.
deponent was cmployed planting patatoes on.a part of the said [arm about forty
"rogs"‘from the track of the Railroad ; conld sce the Railroad track from where
he stood ; at this place the Railroad track went for a considerable distance on
the top of an embankment; about the time last ahove meitioned deponent heard
‘the rush or noisc of a Railroad train coming from the west ; had before then
‘noticed scveral cows on the track of the road and among other a red and white
.cow’; had scen this cow come npon the track at the easterly end of the embank-
nént, and proceed along the embankment westwards ; at the time deponent heard
.the train approaching, the cow was upon the top of the embanknient, moving 1o
the-west ; saw the cow as if looking at the approaching train; witness ran down

om where he was at work in the direction of the Railroad, supposing that the
hundied yards from the embank-

‘cow would be struck; on arriving at abont one
ment, as deponeut judges, he observed that the said red and white cow was near
“the end of the ecmbankment, bt not off or beyond the embankment; at thiz time
‘the’train 'was ncar and rapidly coming up; the cow turned and ran on the top of
he embankment in an easterly direction ; deponent believes that she must have
srun along the track as the edges of the embankment beyond the ends of the
.ties or slecper were very narrow ; deponent at this moment could not see the train
‘onaccount. of the woods and of
~which cross the Rail track about one hundred yards to the west

_ of the spot

- where the cow was strck by the train,  The cow had turned and had rna some

hort distance casterly before she was struck 3 deponent thonght that at this time

‘the train was travelling faster than usual at that locality ; {rom some defect in the
1 up on the embankment, and the train

“road at this place, a green flag had been pu

: ‘had been used to slacken its speed at this =pot; I was under the impression that
“when the cow was struck the train wastravelling faster than itusaally did at this
‘part'of the road, but cannot sy that it was frave ]
ther parts of the road 5 saw the cow struck by the engine, and then saw the Car
Car fell down the embankment on the side opposite to where the deponent stood,
and the other. two went partially down the bank. Seven persons were killed
By this accident ; five minules must bave elapsed from the time that deppnent
“firat-heard. the train approaching and the striking of the cow. Deponent “only
RO, ‘ond ‘cow. on the track at the time the engine eamoe up, apd oy some few
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a natural bank forming the ascent to a bridge”

liing faster than itusually did on

ishind ‘shaking, and two or three Cars went oft the track, one of them a freight.
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minutes before ; some short time before had seen several cows about the track, The
fences of the R’ulway Company had not been put up, and cows were in the habit
of crossing {from the south 1o the north side of the embankment for the purpose of
drinking at place on the north side of the embankment | depenent does not know
who owned the cow ; it was a stray animai which had been feeding among the
cattle of deponent ; he gave evidence before the Coroners inquest “held on the
bodies of those who fell vietims to the accident ; in stating at the inquest that the
cow ran off the track, deponent meant to say that she ran [rom off or between the, . -
rails on to the edge of the road ; he did not mean thereby that she ran down the ™
embankment ; Conf-udcrq the '1\'Pmrrc height of the embankment to have been
thirty feet. The Railroad to the wost of where the cow was struck was a,
straight line for at least a mile, and to the cast wasstraight for half a mile ; the
line was quite straight from the place where she entered on the track to the place
where she was struck. A cow standing on the track could be scen, to deponent’s
judgment, for at least half & mile distance ; swhen the cow turnr‘d her fore feet
may have been down the embanlanent, but she did not run down the embank-
ment, she was near out of deponent’s «Wht ;

And the deponent having heard the above dcposmon read, declare the same to
contain the truth, and has qm’ned the same.

JOIIN KENNEDY.
Taken and acknowledged hefore me, at London, this 80th day of Novr. 1854.

WiLnian F. Corrin,
M. C.. CAMERO'\T.

Deposition of Jumes Buchanan, Lmzr!mz 1st Der., 1854.

JanEes Bucwanan, of the township of erdon7 in the county of Middleqe*{
yeoman, being dn]y sworn, deposeth and saith : I am sixteen years old, and hve
on John I\Lnncdy s farm, in the founrth coneesxion of the township of London ; =
do not know the number of the lot ; the Great Western Railway runs throua'h
the farm, 1 recollect an aceident which occurred on the Great Western Railway, ,
where it passes through Kennedy’s farm, by which some persons were killed. |
It was sometime in the m(mih of June or lnly lnst, and is the same accident
that John Kennedy and lnysolf gave evidence upon helore a Goroner’ s Jury, and
is the only accident resulting in-loss of life that occurred to my I\nowled“e on
the Great Western Railway at.that place. Tt swas oceasioned by the locomonve,j i
running over a cow on the track. 1 saw the accident take place ; T was stands, -
ding on the right hand side of the frack, looking fo the west (north side), at the . -
distance of about a quarter of a mile 1o the east of the bridge crossing the rail-. | . %
way at the west end of the embankinent. I was standing on a level with the
track about two o’clock in the afternoon; I saw two cows upon the railway track
on the embankment ; they avere nearer to the west end of the embankment than
the east ; T did not sce them go upon the track ; they were proceeding wests
ward when 1 first saw thmn one was between the rails and the other was on
the outside of the rail on the edrre of the bank on the side opposite to where I
was standing; the bank was about the same width as the ties, in some places -
a little wider. [ saw the train coming from the west for about a mile and &
quarter ; the cow between the rails was red and white, tho other was blazk and ..
white ; the black and white cow went off the track before the engine came up,
and the red and whité cow proceeded towards the cars ; she contmued on tha’

“track all the 'ume3 gud tumed anq rap back tpwards the eakt when the ca:;s wexg

raw




- \within five or six rods of her ; she had run back about three rods when the
engine struck her, and almost immediately afterwards I'saw three cars run off
“"the track ; one rolled right down the embankment and turned over and was
-smashed, this was the third car from the tender ; the locomotive, tender ahd two
forwarded cars remained on the track ; the sourth car also went down the bank,
"and the fifth part of the way down ; the people who were killed were in the
‘third car ; they were foreigners, but of what eountry, I do not know. I did not

‘antil she was truck by the locomotive ; the engine did not slacken speed on
coming up ; I am quite sure this cow did not go ofl the track and come on again
from the side of the bank at the west end of the embankment after I first saw
her, or at any time after the cars were within a mile of ler.  From the position
.of the cow on the track, I am sure she could have been seen from the locomotive
. of the approaching train, at least a mile oft'; the line of railway is quite straight
..for about four miles to the westward of the place where the cow was on the
“track ; the cow when she twned to run back was, I should think, at least one
" hundred yards from the bridge casterly. 1 was sick with the ague, at the time
" and was not at work. After I saw the cars coming, T was afraid to go on to the
track.to drive the cow ofl'; Tused to drive the cows of the track when I saw
them.on;, and on one oceaxion I did sowhen a gravel train was coming, and I
‘only got the cow off when the frain got within a few rods of me, and a person
on the train told me not to mn such risks for the sake of a cow. 1 did not hear
he ‘whistle of the engine as it came up, and 1 do not think the whistle was
‘sounded, or I should have heard it, -

his
JAMES + BUCHANAN.

mark.

Taken, sworn and acknowledged

“‘before us, at London, this Ist

~." day of December, 1654, | :
ST T WILLIAM F. COFTIN, |

T M. C. CAMERON.

' Statement of John Gamble Horne, London, 25th Nov., 1854.

7 " Jonwn Gamure Honrg, of the town of London in Canada Wesl, Esquire, states :
“that en or about the sccond day of June, 1854, he was in a train of the Great
“ Western Railway Company, proceeding casterly towards London, when an
- aceident occurred to the train between Lobo and London, about half way ;
" believe the time to have heen about one o’clock, P. M. The first intimation he
.. had of the accident arose from the abrupt stoppisg of the train.  For a short
* “time previous and up 1o the moment ol the uccident, the train had proceeded
more rapidly than in the earlier pant of the day ; on the cheek takingplace he
saw, from the seat he oceupied that certain ears {forming the {ront part of the train
had gone off the track ; went outafier a short time and inquired into the eircum-
stances of the accident ; found one car, a freight car, at the bottom of the
embankment, which at that spot was about forty feet high ; this car was quite
Broken up, and its contents, consisting of boxes, chests and bedding, such eflects
as generally constitute the baggage of cmigrants, were broken up and scattered
about.  Five men and one woman who had oecupied this ear were killed ; one
gthey man named Page was also killed, . He saw the remains of a cow much,
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‘see the red and white cow go off the track from the time T first saw her-
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. within five or six rods of her; she had ruz back about three rods when the
..engine struck her, and almost immediately afterwards ['saw three cars run.off
“the track ; onc rolled right down the cmbankment and turned over and was
- smashed, this was the third car from the tender ; the locomotive, tender and two
“forwarded cars remained on the track ; the fourth car also went down the bank,
" and the fifth part of the way down ; the people who were killed weré in the
“third car ; they were foreigners, but of wha: country, 1 do not know. I did not

‘until she was tmck by the locomotive ; the engine did not slacken speed on
“coming up ;. I am quite suve this cow did not go ofl the track and come on again
“from the side of the bank at the west end of the embankment after I first saw
her, or at any time after the cars were within a mile of her.  From the position
“:of the cow on the track, I am surc she could have been secn from the locomotive
. of the approaching train, at least a mile off'; the line of rmilway is quite straight

for about four miles to the westward of the plaoe where the cow was on the
‘track 5 the cow when she twmned fo run back was, I should think, at least one
‘hundred yards from the bridge casterly. I was sick with the ague, at the time
‘and was not at work. After I saw the ears coming, I was afraid to go on to the
track.to drive the cow ofl; I used to drive the cows of the track when I saw
them-on, and on one occasion I did sowhen a gravel train was coming, and I
‘only got the cow ofl whenthe frain got within a few yods of me, and a person
‘on the train told me not to man such risks for the sake of a cow. I did not hear
he “whistle of the engine as it came up, and 1 do not think the whistle was
vsounded, or I should have heard it. -
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JAMES + BUCIHANAN.

mark.

Taken, sworn and acknowledged
.- " ""before us, at London, this 1st
“day of December, 1854
S WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
- M. €. CAMERON. ‘ '

- Statement of John Gamble Horne, London, 25th Nov., 1854.

Jonn Gamnsrr Honwr, of the town of London in Canada West, Esquire, siates :
that ‘on or about the sccond day of June, 1854, he was in a train of the Great
Western Railway Conpany, proceeding casterly towards London, when an
accident occwred to the frain between Lobo and Londen, about halfl way ;
believe the time to have been about one o’clock, P. M. The first intimation he
had of the accident arose from the abrapt stopping of the train.  For a short
time previous and up to the moment of the aceident, the train had proceeded
rore. rapidly than in the earlier part of the day ; on the eheck takingplace he
saw. from the seat he occupicd that certain cars forming the front part of the train
had gone off the track ; went out after a short time and inquired into the circum-
‘stances of the accident ; found one car, a [freight ear, at the bottom .of the
‘embankment, which at that spot was about forty fect high ; this car was quite
‘broken up, and its contents, consisting of boxes, ¢hests and bedding, such eftects
‘ag'generally constitute the baggage of emigrants, were broken up and scattered
‘about, * Five men and one woman who had occupied this car were killed ; one
-piher; man named Page was also killed, . He saw the.yemains of a cow much.

‘see the red and white cow go off the track from the time I first saw her




mutilated, lying on the track ; itevidently had been the cause of the disaster. The
n - whole tram, of which the car deponent occupied was the last, had passed
over the body of the animal ; the deponent canpot say how far the cow had
procecded on the track after getting thereupon, before she was struck.  There
was a bridge, just passed by the train, so sitaated athwart the railroad Wlth its
abutments, as to prevent the driver of the approaching train from seeing-any’
objects beyond, except such as were actually upon the track.  While he remamed
at the scene of this catastrophe, saw many eattlé straying about, and observed:
that the fences dividing the railroad property from the contignous farms had not
been made. &

The foregoing having been read to deponent, he declares the same to contaln

. the truth, and hath qmncd
J. G HORNE.

Acknowledged and sworn belore
us this 25th day of November,
15564.

WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
M. C. CAMERON.

i
' .

Lxtract from cvidence of William Scr)t/ of Windsor, Canada West, Clivil Enrrmeer,
taken before the Commissioners on oath, a5eh November, 1854, ,

The accident called the Lobo accident, was oceasionéd by a cow getting on )

: C . the track ; there was no fencing for some miles of both sidés of the place where".
the acecident ocenrred. It was on the 3d June, 1854. Three cars ran off the:
track, onc {irst clags, one second elass, and one b 1g9;'1g0 car, It was onan em-;
bankment, the top of which was very. little wider 1han the ties ; this bank wag
conside red dangerous, and a green flag was placed there to indicate the car
should run slow in crossing ; the bm" was sthont eleven feet wide ; all th;;
banks should be fourteen feet wide, according o instractions ; in the old’ country
embankments are always at least cmhl(‘c'u feet wide for a mnglr‘ track as far:as:
I have seen. The cars would have run off down the embankment if it had beén.
eightecen feet wide ; the embankmenl ix [rom twenty-five feet to thirty feet hlgh.u
1 do not think a cow could stand between the cdge ol the cmbanlununt and the.
cars.
True Copy.

g’ WILLIAM F. COFTIN.

Hamilton, December, 1854.

-




A.

Schedule of Accidents on the Great Western Railway, from the opemng of the Road, 10tk
November, 1853,, to 10th November, 1854,

I.
ACCIDENT AT LOBO,—JUNE 2, 1854.

Zeparete Report thereupon, with Documents enclosed; tranemitted to Quebec, ".Sth
December, 1554. T

1L
ACCIDENT AT BAPTISTE CREEK,~—OCTOBER 27, 1854.

Fvidence examined or taken and referred to in the Eeport,

Mo. 1—Tvidence taken hefore two Coroners’ Juries, 28th Oct. and 4th Nov., 1864.
2—FEvidence of C. J. Brydges, Esquire.
3—Deposition of John Hogan.

4 Statement of Thomas Mason.
65— " of Henry Taylor.
.- o of Charles Quentin,

' of Geor re Barnhardt.

7-—Deposition of Charles Gallagher.

a8 ¢, of John Smith, . . f
9— “ of John Kettlewell. ‘
10— “« of T. C. Gregory, with Appendices A and B.

11— Dcpomt:on of William Scott, Civil Engincer, with Appendiz A, Nos. 1, 2, 8, ‘.L'
5,6,7,8 210,11, 12,
12—Extract froe B;Ilastmg Contract between the Great YWestern Railway Company

and George F. Ilarris.
13—Diagram and Plan of piston-head, shewing position of acrew bolts, locality of
fracture, and present contrivance to prevent a recurrence of a like accident.

111
ACCIDENT AT PRINCETON,—JUNE 27, 1664
No, 2—[Evidence of C. J. Brydges, Isquire.
IV,
ACOIDENT AT TITOROLD,—JULY 6, 1864.

- Wo. 2—Evidence of (. J. Brydges, Tsquire.
14—Deposition of Frederick William Watkins.

16— ' of John Galbraith. : i
16— «w §of Lindsay Crawford. . _
| of Levi Becmer R

17— ' of Dr, Mack.

18 “ of Charles F. Woodward.

19—Diagram and Plan of proposed improvement in the construction of C'ars
prevent the druck from slcwmg round when the wheels get accxdcntally

the trac.k




~ DETENTION AT BAPTISTE CREEE, AND FATAL CONSEQUENCES,—
JULT 2, 1834,

"Ho. 2—Evidence of C. J. Brydges, Esquire.
. 20~Deposition of Alexander Bartlett, € yroner, _
21—Evidence at Inquest held on Cholers cases at \’de.sor.
" 22 -Tnquest and finding of Jury on Cholern.cases at W 131_&501".
' "23-——Depoaition of Samuel Smith McDonell, Reeve of Yindsor,
c 22— i of Alfred 1. Dewson, M, D,
o 25— “ of Alexander Gordon. 1
L 26— “ of Isaac Askew. _ B
o 2T of John Wright Blackadder.
© =i 88— ¢ of Danicl Allan.
23—  of Charles Baby, Esquire.
e 30— o of David Chapman, G. W. R, ,
ot 3l ‘e of James Tisher, (3. W. R.

BT e R LI

C e 8 H of Willinm I*. Andrews, G. W, R.

- 83—Report of accident which befel Locomotive Engine noar Rochester, IstJuly, 168564. it

2 And note William Bowman, G. W. R. f

" Also, vide _

3—Deposition of John Hogan, -
C - of Charles Gallngher.

B “ of John Smith. - : 4

Also, ‘ ‘ 9

‘Letter from Board of Iealth, Windsor, to C..T. Arydaes, Faquire, 4th July, 1854.
Letter from C. J. Brydges to Board of Ilealth, Windsor, Gth July, 1854,

MISCELLANEQUS EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENTS.

34—Deposition of John IL Greer,
B of John IMinkle, Fsquire, Reeve of Woodstock.
—  “  of George H. Whitchead. ‘
8T % of William Gray, Isquire.
. 38—Gtatement of Hon. Malcolm Cameron,

39— o of Williani J*, Coffin, Ilsquire.

© 40— “  of Cal. Dibble, of Detroit, corroborated by
SR B. C. Whittemore, State Treasurer, Michigan,

J. H., Harmon, Collector Customs, Detroit, : -

C. C. Trowbridge, President Michigan State Dank,

Q. M. Ilyde, Mayor, Detroit.

f M. AL Coolt, Recorder, Detroit.

< 41—Letter from J. . Broandhead, Postmaster, Detroit.

42— of Matthews. Conductor G. W. I, to C. J. Brydges, Fsquire.

- 48— Article from New York Tribune, 17th November, 1854,
44 _Letter from John T, Clarke to C. J. Brydges, 17th October, 1853. 5 - I
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Mowrrrar, Tth February,_ms&_\._.'};

To The Honorable ' e

The Provincial Secretary, . .

Str,—On the third day of November last past, we had the honor to be ap-.
pointed, under Commission from Ilis Excellency the Governor General, hereto pre-
fixed, as Commissioners ¢ to examine into and report upon the canses and cir-
¢ cumstances of and atfending the recent fearful collision on the Great Western
¢ Railway in that part of Canada called Upper Canada, which has resulted in
¢ the immediate death of upwards of fifty persons, and further to examine into.
¢ and report upon the origin of all previous aceidents or detentions on the said
¢ Tine of Railway, which may have been attended by personal injury or loss of
X9 Iifc.” A .

2. In execution of this trust, we repaired withontdelay to Upper Canada, and
having visited the whole line of the Great Western Railway, }rom the Falls of
Niagara to Windsor, we gave our immediate attention to the attainment of so
much and suneh preliminary information from disinterested persons, as would
enable us to shape our subsequent enguiries in the mauner most likely to effeet
the object of -our Commission. o S

3. We could not fail to pereeive, from the very first, thatan enquiry instituted
into the origin of divers accidents which had eecurred within a late period ou:a
great line of public communieation, could not fail to give rise to questions affedt-
ing the remote as well as the innnediate management of the enterprize, and that
in the actual state of pubiie feeling, it would be impossible to arrive at any: just
or clear conclusion if sought, in the first instance; through the contradictory and
perplexing medinm of local prejudice or personal predilection,

4. In this view, therefore, and with these objects, we visited Detroit twice, and
at a later period, extended our enquiries to Bufialo and Utiea, and Albany in the
State of New York. o mect the convenience of numerous parties, we found it
necessary to examine in Canada, as weli as to spare all avoidable expense, after
opening our Commission formally at London in Upper Canada, on the 28th Nov.,
we repaired 10 Chatham, to Baptiste Creek, 10 Windsor, and to Sandwich. From
thence we returned again to London, proceeded thence to Lobo, to Wooadstock,
to Hamilton, and to Thorold, visiting personally the scene of each of the dccidents
hereinafier referred to, taking evidence on the spot in each particular case, and
investigating carefally all the eircumstances which could throw any light upon
them. . SRR

5. Our thanks are due to many leading citizens of the States of Michigan and
New York for information, and for the expression of opinions and of praectical:’
views on the subject of enguiry, which are, to a great extent, emnbraced inithe
Repart which we have now-the honor to subimnit for the consideration of Hiz Iz
cellency the Governor General. ‘

6. We obtained from the Managing Director of the Great Western Railway,
the following schedale or statement of the aceidents whichihad occurred on the
line of road from the opening of the first section thereof, on the 10th day of

e

November, 1853, to-the first day of Novembey, 1854




' No.'1—1853, Dec. 12—Ilamilton: One man killed.
! w «  96—Cape Town {reek : One man killed.

2
51854, March 13—Chatham : One man killed, two mcn hurt,
4o «  28._Soney Creek: One man kifled.

5— « April 22—Woodstock : tne man killed,

above schedule lod ns to the conclusion, that inthe cases Nos. 3,4, 5, 10, 18
.and 17 the deaths of the persons killed were o be aseribed to their own rash ex-
.- posure, while under the influeace of liquor, or, under circumstances, which n

“‘no way implicated other parties. .
%2 8 In the case No. 2, the engine and tender bad left the track, thereby hurting

‘not been in our power o ascerinin Or assign a cause for this necident.

axles of the tender to the engine of the train. M. Williiun Seott, formerly one
"i ‘of the Enginecrs to the Company, in his evidence, states ** that on examination
"¢ the iron of the axle appeared to be very bad—the worst that he had ever scen,
© % and that he believes, but is not positive, that there must have been a visible
. 3¢ flaw before the ocearrence.”™ I such had really been the ease, it ought to
* ‘have been deteeted in the daily and elose examination of all the rolling stock in
- use enjoined by the regulations of the Company ; buton the other hand, the usual
“iexamination is declared to luive taken place, and no flaw to have been discovered,

interest as well-as the duty of every Railway Company to see that the inaterial
“ofithetr rolling stoclc is of the best description. ‘They pay for the best, but it is
‘diffienlt and, in some cases, impossible to anticipate or divine defects, 5 The
-xepuiation of the manufacturer is, generally, the best guarantee for the exeellence
“ofrthe work. No amount of reputation in the maker, however, should relieve
 4he Company from proper care and circumspeetion in accepling work done to
. - Yorder, or from constant and minute examination of such machinery while in use,
" sbutdt does not appear to us, that, in the present instance, the servants of the
Company had been remiss iu this partienlar.

#10. I the.case No. 7, Worthington, a condugtor, fell a vietimto hisown zealons,
but'somewhat incantions, nct in the diseharge of his duty. '
340115 n the case No. 14, the person killed, fell, from want of snflicient preeaution,
Aronyan engine while in motion, and died from injuries received in the fall,

7. 1210 the case No. 15, the aceident arose from the common and most dangerous
~ praecticé; against which it is equally difficalt 10 provide and useless io argue—
ihe practice ‘of aiteinpling to get on a train at a siation afier it is once set in

.,.
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6— ¢ 26—Niagara Falls: No one hurt.
Yo ¢ June 1—Chatham: Ons man killed.
8§— . o_ Lobo: Six persons-killed, fourteen injured.
g— ¢ ¢« 10—Chatham: Unc man hurt.
10— ¢ 12 Woodstock : One man killed. -
, 11— v 9% _Princeton : Two men killed, six injured.
12— ¢ July 6-—Thorold : Seven persons killed,
13— ¢ Aungust 22—Capetown : One man killed.
© 14— < Sept. 30—Woodstock: One man killed.
15— <« Qctober 11—DBeachville : One man killed.
Lo 1 . p7.-Baptiste Creek: Fifty-two killed, l'orly-«:ighl wounded. .
17— « ¢ 29—London: One man killed.
7. Qur investigntion into the cnuses of all the accidents cenumerated in the

“vome man who died in consequence. From the contlicting opinjons cnterinined
.at the time of the occarrence, and the interval which has elaxped since, it has -

9. In the case No 9, the injury done resulted {rom the breaking of one of the

and as to the pre-existence of the flaw, Mr. Scott is himsell deubtful, It is the”
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‘motion. In thisinstance, the man killed made the attempt, missed his hold”
A ~ his footing, fell, and was crushed beneatn the wheels of the train. Coh e
1S. In these three cases the parties were vietims 1o their own inadvertence o

want of proper precau{ion.

.

Accident af Princelon. )

14. In the case No. 11, the accident which caused the death of two and serions’

‘injury to six persons, is ta be ascribed to the.act of .one Beemer, a track-layer, -

who had removed rails and part of the track near Princeton for the purpose’;of .

i making repairs, without using the ordinary precautions or sending out’the.

1 signals provided by the rules of the Company. The consequence was that thee

5 engine of an approaching train rushed into the gap, and the above mentioned-

4 cnsualties resulied therefrom.®  As Beemer, the track-Jayer, was iried for the
I offence and acquitted by a Jury of his countryinen, it is not for us 10 express
& any further opinion on the subject. We conceive it, however, to be very de- .
i sirable for the security of the public as well as for the just protection of Rail-
E rond Companics, that all cases affecting such Companies or of individuals
b against snch Companies, or in which the pnblic safety and interesis may be i~

should be removed to the jurisdiction of tribunals renote from the opera

volved, s!
tion of toeal or personal influences. :
15. The fatal resultsof case No..1, which oceurred near ITamilton, 12th Decy,

1853; No. 8, which oceurred near Lobo, Sth June, 1854 ; and No. 12, which_
occurred near Thorold, 6th July, 1854, are to be ascribed to the same cause~—.
the presence of catile on the track of the Railroad, arising from the deficiency:
or the insullicieney of fencing, which, under the provisions of the Act, 4 Wﬂ.{
IV., ¢. 29, the Great Western Railway Company ought “fo erect and maintain
¢« during the continuance of that Corporation.” bt

!‘ Accident near IHamillon. . :

16. The first fatnl necident, indeed, which took place on the Road (Case No-1):

occurred on the 12th December, 1853, within a mile of the City of Hamilton

A train procecding West encountered three cows on the track.  ‘The engine, ten-

der, three passenger cars, and one baggage car, wWere thrown ofl, and muech dam-
aged.  The fireman of the locomotive was 5o hadly crushed that he died ‘the .

next day. The cows which caused the accident had sirnyed upon thg track

0
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from the want of proper fencing on that part of the line of road. 3 S

Accident near Lobo. 3

e 17. The case No. § has already been made the subject of a Special Report,
Gl transmitted to the Government from Hamilton on the 5th Deeember last spast,
ii accotnpanied by documents in corroboration.  We will briefly recapitualate
H the circumsiances. to enable usto advert to other subjeets of consideration referred
¥ to therein, as reserved for present notice.  On the 20d day of June, 1854, an
2 express train of the Great Western Railway procceving Bast, was thrown off a:
i high embankment in the Township of Lobo, by the engine striking . cOW.
% “The occurrence took place in open day-light. The road was perfeetly straight.
i at that part of the line. From the evidence we obtained and transinitied.we'
are satisfied 1hat the cow was for many minutes prominently conspicuous on’the.
i track. At this spot, the top of the embankment was dangerously narrow and’
B steep.  The instinet of the animal detersed ber from venturing down a dezcent of!
auch conformation and so situated. The space outside of the track, or outsideiof

the extrems suds of the sleepers ot ties scarcely afforded foat-hold.  I{ upon the-top

Tof the embankment at @ll, at this paricudar spot, the cow must have beeniseen;
slearly and distinetly by the driver of the engine, and he counld and ‘shonld
have stopped his frain rather than have yun the animal down. We believehim::

%

# Bvidenss of Mr, Brydges,—No. 3. .,
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to'have been guilty of great recklessness, and that he should be made responsi-
‘ble for the consequences. To this object onrfirst report was specially directed.
+8ix of the passengers on the cars were killed on the spot, and fourteen wounded.
‘Of the killed, five proved to be Norwegian Emigrants. They hiad been conveyed
in a freight car with their baggage, consisting, as is usually the case, of casks,
strong chests, and other ponderous packages. The car, with its contents, was
. #hurled down the embankment, a descent oi at least 35 feet. Tt s, of course,

|, rimpossible 10 affirm the immediate eanse of the death of these unfortunate persons:

o 'wyeight of their own bagaage, or overwhelmed by the truck of another ear, which,
£7° Cdtis stated, fell upon them.® It is probable that death ensued from a combination
L . Cof these canses, But it is our daty to call attention to the improper use of
o “freight cars for the transportation of cmigrants, and the stidl more improper use
“of sueh means of conveyance when passengers and their baggage are aceu-
. 'mulated i the same vehiele, Tiven nnder the best organization and the most
e favorable eirenmstances, it cannot (il o agaravate the risks inzeparable from
: l "Railroad travelling. We find, in this particular instance, that the car which
“next followed the freight ear down the embankment, was a second-class passenger
“ear, such a car, in fact, as emigrant passengers ought 1o have been conveyed in.
“This ear was partially thrown down the decelivity,  Thagd it been o freight car
tJaden with-passengers and bagzrage, the crushing weight of the detatehed masses
“wrould, most probably, have proved fatal to the greater part of the inmates. As

schole contenls, animate and inanimate, were  shot together in o heap™ at the
lower end of the car, and, although many of the passengers were hurt, no person
was killed,  We coneeive that when a Railroad Company publicly notifies its

conveys and intends 1o convey o the public mind the assurance that each clasa
Hofpassengers will be transported o usual aml approprinte cmringes,  Fach
class “pays for, and is entitled to proper accommodation. 1 2 Company is un-
prepared 1o do any particnlar deseription of business, it should be so stated.
¥ should not make the attempt until it is so prepared.  We have been told, and
~Ywe may be told again. that the conveyance of passengers in freight cars is a
11110 (1IN practivs on aogs ot A canntnen. Y bedeer the stdenen Lo e
“correct, but we cannot aceept it as an excuse or palliation of the practice.  We
ook upon it as a bad and an inhuman practice, leading to greaterabnse and =till
- more cruel consequences, as we shall have oceasion to show even more strongiy
dn‘another case hereafter. ' K
"’:“‘38.7 It appears, moreover, from the evidenee, that these unfortunite cmigrants
;ere, in this instance, the vietimy of a double fatality. Had they been eanveyed
mpon their journey in the usual manner and in due course according 1o the en-
‘gagernent and undertaking of the Company, they would, at the time of the ac-
‘eident, have been many miles from the seene of the catastrophe. It is =hown in
““the evidencet that the car containing this party of Kmigemnts, destined for
" Windsorand the Wesi, had, by the carclossness ol a conductor-- Matthews, by

1ame—been “ont oft” and separated [rom the train of the preecding day at
SChatham, going West, and had been ordered back to London. n :‘xl‘)lnn:\lion
we ate told, that, on the arrival of this train al Chatham, an lrish Fmigrint com-
lained that he had been brought past hix destination, which was London, and

i
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olnfilure of the contents of the car, or as to the destination of the other passen-
g@;’g,‘-}n&ﬁ%d the car to be “eut of” or removed from his train, and ordered it to

'%" Byidenos of Mr. Brydges. . © . '
'} Bridenoe secompanying Rapork of Decembar 5th,

i~ »wwhether they were killed by the fall and demolition of the ear, or crushed by the .

it was, althongh all the seats of the second class ear were fornaway, and  the

intention of operating its road, and professes ability to tranxport passenwers, it

“that the'condnctor, Matthews, withont further enquiry, either 110 the character -

—
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_be conyey
emigrants, ignorant

“inflicted was incommensarate. We

‘rond company who may not,

of other men, is not always a rash act in th

obstacle. It is the pussenger cars which sulter.  If occasionally a reckless

“diseipline of all other large bodies of tnen, be clearly defined and invariable. ~ As

e

ed back to London by the first train. proceeding East. The foreigm-
of the English language, unused to this mode of conveyance,
e of the change in their route, made 1o remonstrance, and
thus instead. of proceeding to their destination returned to the scene of*the
lamentable catastrophe. We find also, that although the car containing lhtesc
emigrant passcngers remained at the Chatham Station from the one day 1o the
next, neither the Station Master nor the Porer, the two resident officials of the§
Company at the Station, made any enquiry into the case, andwe are told that'the’
Conductor, the Station Master and Porter wers punished for their negligence, *We
are informed (hat the Conductor was suspended for ten days—that the Station*
Master was mualeted in a weelk's pay, and the Baggage-master of Porter dis-
missed.  Whether the omission on the part of these officials arose from forget-
fulness or indifference or, as has been suggested by an apprehension of the
disease prevalent among emigrants during the past season, we consider these~
acts of negligence, leading as they did 1o the most faial consequences, to have.
been derelictions of duty in all the parties concerned, for which, the punishment
: do not nnderstand npon what prineiple of
discrimination the Conductor was only suspended for ten days” and the Porteér-
« Jizcharged.” We coneeive that the higher the station of the officer, the more.
agaravated is the offence In a case cuch as this. It appears to us that all the
partics implicated in this transaction shcm!d have been dismissed at once, an:d-
that every publicity should bave been given to the eirenmstances and to the
promptitnde of the punishment. ' o '
19 The subject of punishment for offences committed by Railroad officers, isone
of great importance to the public at large. Railroad conveyanee is raptdly soper-
seding all other means of conveyance on many lines of communieation, and the
public safety 15 necesearily confided toa vast number of individnals, invested with
an ill understood and il defined degree of responsihility, and not nhways take
from the most intelligent classes of society. There isnotaman employed by a Rail
by one act of carclessness, endanger the safety ofia

and perbaps unawar

whole train. A negligent conductor or a wilfil engine-driver or & thonghiless
switchman, (who, beeause he has the least to do on the.road, does it, probably the..
worst,) holds the lives of hundreds in his hand.  The eaptain of a slcamboat-.
divides his charge, il not his responsibility, with bis watchers a-lofi and a-heady
with the man at the helin and his oflicers on deck, but the engine-driver issthe.
sole arbiter of the fate of a whole train, while in motion. It is idle 1o say, aswe*
have often heard it said in the course of this investigation, that the cngine-d:iféfﬂ
has too much regard for his own safety to commit a rash act.  All who are. fa= -
miliar with railroads, know 1o the contrary. What may be a rash aet in thé eyes™ .

e eyes of the engine-driver. He may -
be of-a perverse and desperate natare, and habitmay have deadened asense ofdan-
ger in him.  In this particular ease of running at and over cattle found upon the -
track, the practice is notorions ; it is most dangerous, yet persisted in; in. de=
spite of all rule to the contrary. It may be repeated bere as has been statedyin
our former Report, that accidents arising from this cause, ravely injure the locos
molive or tender, the great weight of either, carrying them respectively over the

driver falls a vietim to his own perversity and perhaps an atteudant firernan
the deaths of these men are no reparation for the lves of hundreds, sacrificed-a
the same time, but it should be held in mind that in the eventof his swviving; the
engine-driver is almost abways the only ywitness in his own-case. - The fikman:
5100 much oceupied, to observe what is soing on, and in most cases it would b

found dithenlt o prove the fucts. L
20. The punishments and penaltics employed on a railroad should, ag for tha:

the matler now stands, they are arbitrary, uncertain, pariial and ineffective.” Tha
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““man who is suspended for a fortnight or muleted of a week’s pay, may, if he is 2
" favorile at head quarters, have all his arrears made good at the end of the month.
. "Fhe dismissed man is the only man who is really pusished.  There is, it must
"be admitted, a great and natural aversion to dismiss a vajuable man for a first

- ~offence, which may, perhaps, cven adinit of palliation or excuse, but principle

“and the necessity of example demand a sacrifice, which will be made with less
_repugnance, when it is held in mind that, in this particuiar, the lives of thou-
“gands may depend upon the firmness and vigor of a system, and the known
“invariableness ofarule. We are conviuceu however, and we respectfully submit
" ‘the opinion, that it is of the greatest importance, for the praper control of men em-
“ployed ou railroads, as well as for the future safety of the publie, that the Legis-
?ature should preseribe rules and regulations for the government of railroads, and
of the men employed thereon, any violation of which, should be made a misde-
meanour punishable with fine or imprisonnent, independent of instant dismissal
from the service of the Company. ,
81, We close our obscrvations on this unfortunate occurrence at Lobo, by re-
“pnarking that, whatever may have been the proximate cause, the remote and

. eriginal canse of this eatastrophe, was the want of fences on the road of the Com-
pany, and we reserve for fornre - consideration, in conneation with the want of
[ .

fencing, the narrow and insceure state of the embankmentat the place where the

disaster occurred.
o Aceident al Thorold, 16t July, 1854,

99, The case (No. 12,) to which our atiention was next direeted, occured near

Thorold, on the night of the 16th July, 1854, It appears that on the nicght in
question, about midnight, the express train from Niagara Falls, procecding west,

came in contact with two or three horses, at a place about a mile cas ol the
bridge over the Weiland Canal at Thorold.  The locomotive engine, tender and’
baggage car passed on safely.  The first of two second class PASSCNGET CAYS Was
thrown partially off the rack, two wheelsof thedforward truck beingdisplaced. The
track at this plnce, had nol been balinated, tie aleepeara orfies seee comiseqnently

aid on the surface of the road bed.  The two right wheels of the forward truck of

he car jumped from tie 1o tie, the left wheels encountering no snch impediment,
Lawung ronnd and bronght the whole truck at right aungles with, and aeross the

rack, stopping suddenly ; the body of the car, burled forward by the impetus of
“progression, was torn {from the king bolls, and cast diagonally across the track in
a-cutiing of no great height, but jamming from side to side. The second clilss
passenger car next following, dashed into and through it, killing seven of the
nmates, all Norwegian Emigrants, and wonnding and otherwise injuring abouat
donrteen.  The locomotive, tender and baggage ear broke away {rom the train,
and:proceeded forward, in the-direction of the bridge.
‘23, This accident ealls for notice in many particnlars.

84, In the first place, the road, althongh fenced at the spot where the horses
nyere siruck, was devoid of fencing a little further on, aund [hc'c:m!ungu:n‘ds were
gufinished at the place where they are supposed to have come in on the track.®

95, Secondly. The road was not ballasied, and the track or ties were exposed
n;an insecure state so fur as the ordinary running of the road was coneerned,
“but under the cirenmstances of the aceident, this fact, il rightly employed, might
“have greatly mitigated the effects of the disaster. '
-26.-Thirdly. Although it is stated in the evidence appended to the sehedule of
a;cci({ez;ts that it being night of course prevented the engine driver from seeing
¢ the:horses,” and although the Managing Director, Mr. Brydges, from his state-

' "“-‘__""Ei}.icleu.éo of 3l Brydgas,wlﬂ;"o.- 2. : ‘ ,
. € Fvidenoo.of Mr. Brydges. No. 2;of 'W. W, Wuthing, We. 14; of J. Galbraith, No.l15; of Lavi
Boamer, No. 16; of Dr. Mack, No, ¥13. of Charles Woodward, No. i8. . '
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ment, evidently enter'ains the =zame impression, it is shewn by the testimony.of. = |
21] the witnesses that the night was elear moonlight.* The track was perfectly’  °
straight for a long distance, and the driver admitted that he saw the horsgs. ;
27, Fonrthly. From the diffiecnlty which ensued in arresting the progress of the'”
train (if the auempt was made at the proper time) and the fact of one part of
the train having separated [rom the other, ve infer that the train was proceeding
at an excessive rate of speed at a place where, by law and by the rules of the
Company, the whole train should have slackened speed, to wit, on approaching
a bridge over a canal and a station.T - . o
28. Fifthly. It appears that on he accurrence of the aceident, the tools which by - -
the rules of the Company e Conductor is bound to have with him on the train,
were in a very inefficient state, and that the tools nsually supplied for the use of-
the Engine and Tender are by no means suflicient forancemergeney.  Matthews,
before mentioned, was the Conductor also upon this train. . _
29, We eannot avoid the conclusion, from the {acts, as they appear before vy’
ithat the engine driver, (Collinson,) saw the horses, and made a rush eitherto”
pass them by orrun them down. That having struck them he either did not, or
could not slacken the rate of speed at which he was going. We are inclined to
the former opinion, for had he ¢ braked up” on striking the horses, the immense
drag of the displaced truck against the exposed sleepers or ties would have. . %
brought the train instantanconsly to a stop, belore the car broke  away from the
king-bolts and the lives of those within would most probably have been saved. e
Had he been running at the rate at which be onght to have approached the sta- f;
tion and bridge, little injury could have resulted toany one. G
30. It is our opinion therefore that the engine driver conld and ought 1o have
stopped his train on approaching the horses and have driven them oft the track,. -
or having struck them, be should instanily have shat off steam and have © braked -
up,” and thereby have avoided the consequenees which ensued.  In ouropinion,
we hold him to have been ealpable in either or both of those eases, and that im" g
cither or both of those eases, his culpability was aggravated, cither by having:
maintained too liigh a rate of speed, or by baving increased his rate of speed Atz ol
spot where, under any cirenmsianees, fhat rate ought to have been lessened.”
Ilad be been proceeding at a proper rate of speed he could bave stopped-.the "
train ahmost instantancously after the collision took place and Lefore the car be-
came displaced, and crashed as before deseribed. 1t is right, however, to add |
that our impressions jn this case are of an inferential and circumnstantial natare 3
that the occurrence having taken place ai niglit, 1O WINesses, bystanders, as in’
the ense at Lobo, could be found to cubstantinte these tmpressions, and that the:
Coroner’s Jury had proneunced by their verdiet that the horses were straying .
accidentally on the track, and had exonerated the Company [rem blame, merely .. ™
adding a hope that the fencing would be speedily completed throughout the! .k
whole line. ~ S
31..We would add, however, in connection withthis accidentand the suggestions
? = . Yok the nroprietors of stean.
~ boats are by law compelied to provide axes, fire brickets and e preseriers, as
A proper precaution agaiust accident, so the Legislatare should enjoin upon Rail.
« +  yoad Companies in Canada a proper provision of axes; saws, hammers, screw.-
jacks and crowbars, to be borne on a convenient part of every (rain, independent
of any or like implements which are. now usunally earried on the Locomotive ox-
Mender. Fad this extra supply of tools exizied on the present occasion, as well’
as at the later accident of Baptiste Creek, much suflering wonld have been spared’
1o those who, crushed and mangled beneath a mnass of ruins, died, after hours of
. protracted agony, before they could be extricated. In connection also with this"
subject, we beg leave to call atiention to 2 simple and cheap device invented by
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atendent of the.Great Western Railway,
identally dizplaced from the 1rack,
the public safety under

' Mr. W. Bowman, the Locomotive Superi
id-obviate the * slewing” of trucks when ace

the. usé of which, we believe, wounld ereatly conduce 10
. circumstances similar to those above narrafed.”

Occu.rrcnc'c at Thorold, Tih Dec., 1854,

" g2. Inthe instances under notice, we _
the temper or humane ot disereet judgment displayed by the engine .drivcrs. pf 1h_e
- Great Western Railway Company. ln the conrse of our enquiry into 1he deei-
“dent at Thorold we were informed of an oceurrence which had 1aken place the
..pi'équ_jﬂg' day (the Tth Dee.,) exhibiting on the part of another Fngine Driver a
~eruel ‘and most reprehensible {ndifterence to haman suilering. A litde boy,
‘mhmed John Donally, had been strack by the cow-cateber of an engine, his leg
broken and himself otherwise much hurt. The scene of this ocecurrence was the
"~ -eastern approach to 2 heavy tressle work, erected 1(:_::1])(1r:1ri]),_f by the Company, at
= place culled Twelve Mile Creek, withina short distance ot St. Catherines. At
Jeach extremity of the tressle work is a short and sharp eurve, which makes 1t
‘necessary that trains should approach and proceed slowly, and with great caution.
-The Company had a body of men at work on the western extremity of the tressle
‘work, and this boy—a child of about twelve years of nge—was employedin con-
‘veying waiter to the party. - {ie had left his father's house, at the castern extremily
‘of the tressle worl, with his water bucket, at abont 8, A. M. The norning was
-very cold and the flaps of his cap were tied over his cars.  ITe did not hear the
‘-Fappi;ojaching train. e had reachied the point where the ecmbankment terminates
“and the tressle work begins, just at the commencement of the curve, where hia
“only {ooting, in fact, was upon the track, when he was overtaken by the locomeo-
‘tive and thrown down the embankment.,  The engine must necessarily have been
| .xunning slowly at the time and place.  The engine driver ought to have been
+looking out a-head.  That is Jus first duty. 1 performing this duty he must have

een the boy. 1 he did not see him he neglected his daty grossly. He neither
stopped, which he could have done with enge, nor blew his whistle, nor, having
airmck the boy, did he pause to inquire into the mischicl done, nor to inform the
men employed at the other end of the tressle work, nor did he cend assistance
when be reached Thorold, but passed on with the utmost indiflerecuce.  Iither,
therefore, he did not sce the boy at a spoi where a combinntion of circumstances
' ghould have exacted {rom bim 1he greatest eirenmspection, o sceing him, he
B . strock him inhumanly, and still more inhumanly left him to his fate ; tor bad not
1" a woman accidentally passed the spot where he Jay, about three-quarters of an
“hour. alier, the child would bave perished from cokd.  This case was represented
by us forthwith 1o Mr. Brydges, ithe Managing Dircctor of the Great Western
¢ Railway Company, and it is to e presumed has been properly dealt with,  The
"% driver should have been discharged at once, and proscecuted for the assault,. It
ahows stifl more foreibly the necessity of close serutiny -and constant supervision
. softhe men selected 1o il the situation of engine driver.

7 .88, In connection with the.ubove occurrence, we think it right 1o call attention
- toithe fact that the Locomofive Engines of the Great Western Railway Company
are/not provided with Bells, We have been told that it is not the custom on

“en'this Continent Bells are universally in use. The practice and the use are well
“anderstood by all persons rravelling on Railroads or coming in contact with
‘grains. At Statiohs and in Depot Grounds where much changing of Care, and
"¢ ahunting’ of Engines, and the making up of Traing, take place, and where the
_gnen employed and the public become, from habit, careless of danger, the con-
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readily attracts notice, and tends more to the pro-3.

toction of life and limb, than the sudden and intermitted seream of the whistles* -
It js movcover .an additionat means of precaution. By the Railway Clauses
Consolidation Act the use of ie Bell is enjoined on all Companies incorporated™
after the passing of that Act. 'The Act does not apply to the Great Western?
Railway Cuipany. [t shoula be made so to apply in all its material clauses.
34. Ve must niso call attention tothe faet and it may be as well to do so in this-
connection, that the Great Western Railway Company is not by law compelled:
to put up or maintain, at level crossings, the stgn-boards, indicative of danger,”
universally in use onthis Continent. The practice of leaving level crossings un-’
yrotected, excepl by a sign-board, 1s sulficiently dangerous. It is unknown im
Furope. There gates and gate-keepers are required at all points where a Rail-

" Joad crosses a highway on a level.  In this country the great expense of main-
taining gates and ol a consequence, men 1o take charge of gates,and an anwi}l-
ingness on the part of the Legislature to discourage Railway enterprises by the
exaction of any avoidable expenditure, has in this, as in many other instances,
proved 1o be mistaken nolicy both in the interest of Companics and of the public. -
On the Greal Western Hailway will be found a larger proportion of the best das-
e durrrzeings —hoee  which pass over the Railroad on a Bridge,—.
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[ probable Joss of e ana Iury o simp U prepeny, Jnu e
aes and of the disrepute resulting {rom accidents, it is_
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selled to protect the public on all possible occasions, and 1 no case more ez"_‘_i-‘,.u
phatically than at road and street crossings, in towns, and at Jpealities where in-| .
creasing intercourse and travel indieate the necessity. ) -

35, Wengw proceed to consider the ease of accident No. 6, nsstated in the Schedulé, )
which happily and fortunately was anattended by fatat result, Tt is noticeable,
however, as a proot of thed ads before the ecarthworks of

anger of operating Railro:
the road bed or permanent way are complete, or at least so far advanced towards .
ord a reasonable guarantee for

completion as o aif ) the public safety. In this in-
stance < a large stone had fallen upon the track from the side of the cutting.®”
An Eugine and Tram encountered the obstruction.  Fortunately no lives were lost.
Dve serm of the nresent state of svwme of the cotings, as well as of
the qoniml condinon ol sTErn SV R T L EL Rt e et I RTIE M CH 4 e e et for e
larly and, as an example, to the cmbankment in Lobo, and from the information we
have recoived of the state of like parts of the work at the time of opening the road, .
rerpr cgrinied, <hag che Dailuav cves onened For pmblic use hefore either the cot-.
ting or the cmbankiments were so far matured as to seeury, oo any reasonable ex--
tent, the safety of the public.{ "The Road was Arst opened from amilon to Nia-
ara Falls on ihe 10th November, and from Hamilton to London on the 21st Dec.,:
7855, From London to Windsor it was opened to public use on the 27th January,, .
1854,  All these oceurrences took place in the winter season, when the vicissitudes;, .
of frost and sudden thaw, and heavy beating rain-could not fail to affect - alarme:"
ingly, the rugged and precipitons sides of incomplete cuttings and the newly forms.. -
ed slopes of embankments, detaching from the first, stones and stumps of trees'and,
masses of earth and precipitating the same upon the track, on curves, or al night, .. .
and perhops immediately before the arrival of a train s and in the second case, lead-:
ing to the abrasion and subsidence of the embankments, to the displacement of tha,

#Vide Schedule of sesidents, No. 6, - ' -
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Hes or sleepers, to throwing the track out of line and level, and thereby causing the
" most disastrous results, '

- 26. We are well aware that the oractice of operating Railroads in an unfinished
and unsafe condition, in the above. and in ofher respects, has been commaon on this
Continent, but we also know that many accidents, of the most frightful description,
- have rosulted therefrom ; the Grear Western Railway has thus far escaped, as far 2
“we could learn, any scrious accident fram these particular causes : but the risk in-
“enrred may be estimated from a statement made 1 evidence, that in the spring of
1854 ¢ the mud was three {eet deep in some of the cuttings,”” and the occurrenees
whicli have given rise (0 these remarka, sufliciently show the dangereus nature of o
be checked, as Hroer d £

- LY - . . 1 s
practice which should & q eiiior cases, Ly the dircer mnterfvrence of
“ghe Daomislarure, ‘

e
t

M sAvereent ar Juprisee Creey 2000 Uetover, Do
 87. We nowapproach the accident to which ourattention has heen specially ealled
1 by the Commission, as * the late fearful coilision on the Great Western Railway in
. Upper Canada, which resulted in the immediate death of upwards of fitty persons.”
- This appalling calamity is the case No. IT6 en the Schednte, It arese frem a colli-
. sion which took place between an express train and a gravel train at a place kuown
- 88 Baptiste Creck, in the "Township of East Tilbury, and sitnated fifteen miles west
o of Chatham, in Western Canada, - At Raptiste Creel. the Great Western Ratlway
: .-,‘GQmpany have a station Ct)ﬂsﬁs(ing of a wood shed, water tank and slvv]\ingqu:\rter-:;
or'a switeh tender. The Railroad track, o this part of the country, passes for
“Tong distance through au inhospitable swamp. There is but one resident inhab-
“3dent within a mile—few beyond for many miles and the loeetlity i develd of re-
source or means of succour. At a distance of, perhaps, a mile in a direet tine
“geross the swamp, but of five wiles by the Railroad route of communication, upon
‘ehi shore of Lake St. Clair, the Company owns a sand-bank or gravel-pit; which,
st the time of the sceident, was in process of exeavation by Centractors in

“the employ of the Company for the purpose of balastine the Road. It ap-
Cmesms, Teat am Tha TwTion of he 2T0h Zaw ol Neiehaer Tras mamry ot ot Roanes

‘0f 5,10 A.BL.,—the darkness of 1iie morning, ot that scason of whie yoar, Loing -
creased by an unusually dense fog,—the express train—many hours hehind time—-
_-m'gv'ing. West, at a rate of about twenty-five miles an hour, came in contact with a
gravel train about five-hundred feet on the eastern side of the Bridge over Baptiste
Cfpeet. Tk Garbeanns pnd the Dm were s zoerr) rhar the Dohc arew Respoerae
<groin (although a large American famp of the best description) and the smaller
Tierhes' on the pravel train were not visible. respectivelv. antil the colliion took

AR el sree fr wrwsranm """“."‘!""'-'_"1 T ¢ vl

mm; My Ty
;&Eemm Biow e alzmm-mnnaie :
mosticars of the gravel train approaching or * backing np " from the opposite direc-

on-+-The engine, tender, two second-class passenger ears, and pare of a first-claes’
wi‘jgis'sen'gc;j‘cax' were shattered to picces and, with the mass of human contents, living,
wounded abd dying, were heaped upon the gravel cars, broken up and harled
fogether in fright{ul ruin and confusion.  Forty-eight persons were cither killed en
the'spot, for died before, or subsequent to, removal.  Nine died in the hospital at
‘Chatham, to which place the surviving victims were transported as speedily as pos-
:_ﬂble,amiof Ehac*wouudcd forty-six survived in various conditions of mutilation and

.. , . - =
v, —yey it i w—irie te : o
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mutta fraes the mauses of *his mmtestzopie to the oroper swonras, e
AL the remots znd originsl tunse 10 wmeh 1T 16 10 DY wieribed. Thne

:’Q?éséfi“t?%‘“ffﬁad this train kept its proper time, the gravel train, although on the

mg;:_;%aq;;mzprc:pc‘:r aeason, and fhe‘fe_forc s._t.ill ,~_most'culpab1y, would have been

‘there with impunity. L ’ A
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ess train had lef the Suspension Bridge

.89, The mail expr

"Creck at 10, P.M., of the same day.. It'did not rcach the

santil 5,10, A.ML, of the 27th October. .and was,
. time.

40. Tt had, upon this occasion, beerrdelayed, first, by.a grav

Ral]

express n the rear of a freight trai

;.pI.‘ ce. to throw the mail
t h ? T
Lout two-and-a-

-still more ; and lastly, after leaving London, a
broke down, and three hour
_ger on foot for another engine, in brin
in drawing bae
ngeessary arrange
“was the most material delay on the trip. If it ha
-train would have passed Baptiste Creck at least three
.ignorantly or otherwise—could have left the siding,
main track. It became, therefore, desirable to-ascertain what
_of the detention at London? Xt appeared that, suddenly, a
.without any previous indication of weakness or danger, one
~ofthe engine had burst out, rendering the machine uscless.
,ination, it was found, that one of fonr serows which. are
external. surface of the piston, had broken off w

thread. The square head of the serew becoming thus deta

e TRt

?

“usual time.at 2, P.M., on the 26th Octeber, and by Time Table was:due at Baptist

consequently, seven hours behind:

off the track near St. George's. Thereffect of this detention.ha

s and forty minates were lost in despatching a mesSen-
ging this engine to the sg¢ '
k the disabled locomotive and train to London
ments for anew starr, This delay of three hours
d not taken place, the expreds -
hours before the gravel trajn-—
or have tak

here the.square head unites to] the:

, Niagara Falls, at; its

scene of the collision

el train ivl_iich_.hal&_*gptﬂ
d been, in the second
n, which  retarded®it’
half miles, the engipe

cne of the detention,’ “
, and in making, the:
and forty minutes

en possession of the
was theprecise canse
t the spot mentioped,’
of the cylinder; beads.
On subsequent.exam:
counter-sunk. into the:

ched, had fallen intp

-the interior space betwee

n the piston and the top of the cylinder. The size.of

) this square head was one inc
cylinder head and the piston,

~

‘ was only half-an-inch.
\aglid foreign body-of aoncine

It becomes cvident, therefore,
L and a quartersquare in a contractile space of half -

L and a guarter, while the inlcrval between the .
when driven home at each stroke of the engine, ™
that the existence of.a

A ik
Pt

y, cither in the destraction-ofthe piston
in the burstimg out of the
of the three conflicting forces being the cylindéz

We have been thus minute, becanse, in addi-

: _an inch must have resulted, instantaneons!
X .head . or in the compression of the serew head, or
. eylinder head. The weakest
‘head, of course, gave way first.
}  tion 1o our desire to race all the cawses of this most afllictive
l sources, we feel that the Lest way to avert misforta

the pyecursors‘of other and wor
accident, the most remoie cause o

auggestiv

S W4 W

avoid accidents, but we ean always

H r . ~ .
#n the rafare of thousande or fnture oneasions.

every possible advantage from present experience.
. Railroad which is not produetive of greater delay. Few aceidents which.are.not™.
s¢ ace
f which is not, at once, worthy of enquiry-and -

idents ;—but, at

e of remedy, and which may not thereby be made
We mav not alwavs be.able 2o

g Vi
plﬂlu. L):f LT

aceident to theintrue
nes, hereafter, .is to.dra;
No delay can' occuron's

the same time, there is no

practically conduciye

We may learm howr i -

-diminishthe number and to mitigate

the severity ofthe effects. . In this particn
by a simple expedient introduced by. Mr.

_lar-instance we were wuch pleased.
~William:Bowmapn, the locomotive superintendent of the Gre
and by him-adapted, to all the locomotives on the line, by w
.pscrew head parting as
- idue course, examined a
-vations by remarking,
.less, the remote, canse. 'of the catagtrophe, ‘they.
way- excuse it. - The notable irregularity of thetrains.on thi
~have given rise to greater,circumspection: o the part-of thos

nd the defect rectified.”

.charge of-the gravel'iraid. .
41y We now-approaehi the ifm :
.genee-ofia gravel train.on the main track,; before: day-break

before, it is retained in ils place until the mzichinpiél@gn
We close, therefore, these obsgrs
1at although the delays of the express train were;.da
account for partially, . butinie

ediate cause of ihis eccident, nam

at Western Raﬂ-ﬂi’,ﬁ}}s
hich, :in the evqnt?f‘

s line. of road,shoyld
e interested. with th

ely,i-the, pren:
,in 2 dense fog, &
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..~ Swithout zny knowledge ontbe part of thowe 10 Whom it was eUruginG, Wheine:
"¢ ' que” trains had or had not passed by. Tt isclear from the general tenor of the
- -evidence that the person in control of this rrain, having on previous occasions
- eansed the gravel irain to run out at impreper times, had become emboldened
.+ by impunity, and relied once more on the +al presumption of salety, with aggra-
- vated risk. Thename of thisman wasT. ). Twwitchell, he was 1he conductor
- ‘of the train. In allmatters connected wite the movements of the train, he wan
‘the sole arbiter, all subordinates were bound to.obey hitn. Under the rnles and
t2 regulations of the Company, or (in the absence of rules and regulations,) under
" “the dictates of common seasc and judgment, the whole responsibility devolved
vapon himm. With him rests the blame. He ordered out the train, not only in
“violation,of rules and regulations, but in defiance of every dictate of common
‘prudence and sound judgment, It is difficult to understand how a man of the
‘ordinary degree of intelligence soleeted for such an office could bave commitied

- "swwaic an -acl, and we are bound 1o inquire what fault o
., ‘gystem, what laxiTy ol discipli¢ ormpotency of rule could have led 1o such
" fatal dereliction on the part of this man. . ’
{742, We have before adverted and we shell again have oceasion to advert to the
‘fact that the Great Western Railway had been prematarely opened. Among other
. “paterial deficiencies arising from this cause, the road was nat Lallasted, that 1d
. o say, no sufficient quantily of gravel had been placed upon the road-bed to
. .secure the position of the tics, adequate drainage, and the general solidity of the
- superstructure. 'To supply this deficiency, the Company had determined to

. petween the Company and onc George F, Harriez.  We ean hardly conceive a
more dangerous praclice, or one more pregunarnt with future disaster, than the al-
‘tempt 10 work ballasting traius simnltancously with trains for ordinary traflic.
“In‘the best hands, and under the most careful management, this would be peril-
“ous ; but the operation became doubly hazardous when placed in the hands of
*'contractors, Under circamstances such as deseribed, the interests of the Company
“and of the contractors must necessarily conflict, Tt is the interest of the contrae-
“tor that' he should be on, at-the very time when it is the inlerest of the Company.
‘tht ke should be off the track.  To earn money, the confractor musl do work :
o’ work ndvantageously hie must employ his men uninterruptedly. The oppor-
. Aunity and the temptation to disregard rales and risks are great—escapes oflen—
":the employées.of the Compauy and of the contractor become alike indifferent to
“i'danger and precaution, and an appailing calamity is the result.  Expedients may
- -be,and doublless are, devised 1o protect the Compauy and the public.  Compen-
. sation may be provided for delays, but no such provision really . can com-

*+pensate for the profit of work, and it ‘should be kept in mind that the very ser-
‘vants of the Company, appointed to superintend the sale performance of the con-
. “iract, from an eagerness to see the road in good running condition, are inclined
" io connive at imprudences which indicate activity and progréss.  That a neccs-
. -gity for pyecaution existed .is admilted by the terms of the contract between the
.- 'Company ‘and Mr. Harmis, but the precantion taken proves practically to have
vheen-of littleinse. By the contract, the Company agree to furnish the contractor
" “with engines and cars for the prosecution of the work. Fuarther, it is provided,
“-doubtless, {or the proper care and charge of the property of the Company, and it
“is 1o be presumed, also, with a view to unity of action and dre concert in allyun-
“nihg operations of the road, that the Company shorld nominate and appoint the
gonductors, engine-driver, fireman and switchman in connection with the
“gravel train. Furthermore itis agreed that the coniractor shall pay these servants
“"and’defray all 1he running expenses of the trains. Under this provision we deem
- it to be of little imporiance "who nominated the conductor, the cngine-driver, the

'
g
. el y

" “Ballast their Yoad by contract, and at this time an agreement {o that cfteet existed --.
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fireman or the switchman. These men, under remote and imperfect supervision
far from the sight of the higher officers of the Company, were practically appointed” "
retained and controlled by their paymaster. There was manifestly, as the lane-
- guage and conduct of Twitchell, the Conduclor, shows, greater risk of punish-
ment in disobliging {he contractor than in «isobeying the Company. There s
moreover proof that the higher officers of :he Company did not exercise their
supervision or their authority with becoming vigour. e find that when Kettle-
well, the engine-driver of the gravel train, with a degree of moral courage eqirai-
lmm man of his class, informed Mr. Gregory, the Resi-
dent Engineer of the Western Division of the Great Western Railway, that on the-
13th October, Twitchell had run his tfrain dangerously close upon gxpress-train
$imo—this startling picce of intelligence only led to an admonition. Twitchell”
should have been dismissed on the spat in the mest public and exemplary way.
Iad Twitehell been so dismissed at the time, his suecessor wonld never have
ventared out of the gravel pit before day-light and in a fog, and without knowing
positively that both express trains had passed. Kettlewell was told by Mr. Gre-
‘gory, that Twitchell was responsible for like risks, and velying on this responsi-
bilily, ran ont twice on the time of other trains between the 13th and the fatal 271h
October. It certainly was not for him, under the very peculiar circumstances of
the case, to question the order of his superior, who might have received instrue-
tions or have been acquainted with {acts of which be was ignorant. e did but
obey orders, and in obeying orders, followed the instructions of one who, ostensibly
the servant of the Company, was practically the instrument of the contractor. By
the articles of contract, the Company were also empowered to nominate and ap-
point the switchman, whose duty it was to attend the switch connecting the

gravelling track with the main track. Had this employéce been appointed by

the Company, and properly instructed both to attend the switeh and watch for
trains with the key of the switeh in his possession, this accident never could have
ocenrrod. e wonld have been an effeciual check on ihe conductor himself,
who, whatever his inclination, could not have nassed his train throngh the switeh,
while scenred under lock.  We discard entirely the idea that the man employed:

to clean the engine was also bound to wateh the approaching or passing trains.

s duty was to clean or, as it is often called. ¢ to wateh? the cngine, but this
J’ 3 H o ?

duty in no way, necessarily involved attention to passing trains. Ile might or - g1

might not have mentioned the fact ;. but he was in no way liable for the omission."
The Company onght to have had, as was evidently eontemplated, a regular
switchman and watcher at the spot properly instructed, with the key of the
gwitch in his keeping. It appears morcover, as if in the cagerness for doing
worl, the contractor and his subordinates, whether the servants of the Company
or his own, had lost sight of the advance of the season,——thata train running out at
5 o’clock, A. M., in August, ran out by day light, but that a train yun out at the
same hour in October, worked in the dark. - Apart from the question of risk, there
should have been in this case, two switchmen and walchers, one for day service:
and oue for night. Butitis shown that in fact, there was no regnlar switchman. .
at all. We are told that sueh a person had been employed but that he had “ left*”
end that he oughtto have been replaced, but had not been, by the conductor or by

¢he contractor, the latter of whom, certainly had no interest in increasing the wages -~ ik

or any othber working expenses of the gravel pit. Consequently any body attend-
<d to the switch, the last person who per-{'m'med that office previous to the collisiown’
having been a common labourer on the train, a coloured man, who lost his leg by
the accident. : ) : ,
43. On considering all the circumstance of this most disastrous occurrence, we: -
fecl that it is much to be deplored.that the Great Western Railway Company:.
should, as- 2 condition and consequence of the premature opening of : the road, .7




ave been in
foree; of circumstan
hey,should have ta

duced 1o intrust the ballasting’ of the same to contractors. If by the
ces they were compelled to open the road before ballasting,
ken the ballasting into their own hands, In this respect they
‘should - bave followed ihe advice of their Assistant Chief Engineer, William
‘Scott, Esquire, as conveyed 1o C. . Brydges, Lsanire, the BManaging Director
of the. Company, in a letter bearing date 18th November, 1855. DBul the contraet
“made’and the manner in which it was observed, disregarded cqually the public
safei}i{..“.and “the interests of the Company. Ifa+ a proper conduetor been ap-

,point_ed;by. the Company at first, or had the mar appoin!cd beon dismissed on
e . and all others been tanght to

the commission of his first serious offence ; had b

¥now, their dependence on tbe Company, no viotation of the rules of the Com-
pany. would have taken place, It is to be regretted that these rules had not
specially probibited ile ruamng out of gravel rains after dark, or before doy-
Tight, or in a: fog. The necessity for such provision appears o have bheen over-
loofed. Anditis also unfortnnate that a proper switchman had not been regularly
maintained by the Company and furnished with instraetions, within the
geope of which he would have been independent of the condnctor, however
perverse orhowever influential.,  Proper atientionto any one of these pasticulars
rould have prevented the appalling catastrophe of the 27th Qciober.

"44.. Having to the exten of ont humble ability thus far examined into and
Is;gq;jtec_l upon a serics of cighteen accidents whieh have oceurred on the hnv'of
the Great Western Railway, we shall now proceed to another braneh of engquiry
intrusted;to us, namely to Invesiig
4 ayay:which may have been attended by personal injury or loss of tife.”

Yod

el

v Case of Delention al Baptiste Creek, July 2, 1854,

45.:Petentions do not always lead directly to loss of life or personal injury.
JIrdirectly they may be, and often are, the xemoic causes of great mislprtunes. One
dase/presents itself vpon ihis rond which demands atiention. I it does not ex-
hibitallithe-shocking [eatares of o collision or of a plunge down the side of an
ermbankmert, it possesses preniiar Homors o g v, Voo hocdatior ens
eommnetion o drurhons ToUL W £ B IEL NP TPL LR SR AN A1

imst’past, during the prevaience of ihe cholern in Uil :

Yed -10,"-‘and‘ri:iwas‘-partl_v.aucndcd by great loss of life and the further spread of
1hat. terrible: visitation.

+46. On-the alternoon of Tuesday the second of July, the inhabitants of the
illage of Windsor,in the County of Essex, in Upper Canada, were informed that
‘w train of the Great Western Railway had arrived, bringing with it a large num-

ber:of cmigrants, some of whom were then dead, others dying, and others ill of

: 7
«cholera. -Onc case of the epidemic had- presented itsell in the Village on the

f%;ebeding‘day_, and much anxiety existed on the subject.  But the inhsbitants of

rindsor: behaved with great humanity and spirit.  The medical centleman of
and gentle-
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the place, the municipal anthorities, and many volunteers, both ladies
: * yepaired, without hesitation, 10 the relief of the sufferers.®  ‘They proved,

No. 20,—11eposision of Alex. Bortlett.

© 22 —Tnguest and finding of Jury at Windsor,
A. N. Dawson, M. D,
Teane Askew.

*No, 2.—LEvidence of C. J. Bryidges.
Poga. o taken at lnquest.
. :28.—Deposition of L. L. MeDonell. .24.—Depositien. of

Tase— " Alex. Gordon. .. 26.—
Lo dL W Blackadder. .28, — e Daniel Allan,
20, i Chas. Baby. 80— - « . Duvid Chapman.
P Ble— “ James Fisher. 32— “ W. V. Andrews

33,—Report of nceident near Rochenter, 1st July, 1854, with note. W. Buwman,
Aegges F T R c

No.s erbsi'tiop',oi’ John Hogan,
e B e M Jebn Sraith, |

"~ I9s, Fo~Deposition of ©hns. Gallaghar,
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by a remarkable fatality, to be again Norwegian emi
dead when the cars arrived, others were in 2 dying sta
ander various stages of the disease.
pregnancy were delivercd—one premal
course of the night and the following da>.
for description, beyond t
the resident officials of the Company laboured most nob

diately taken to provide an hospital ard hospital ass

the dead were builed, the sick rvemow:d and cared

these emigrants died,
he number of deaths from this disease’to fifty.
number of these passengess had been conveyed to Win
poraiily fitted for their recepliion,
aggravated. by unnccessary delays and

ed for many hours, improvidently,
disastrous reputation—the statien at Baptiste Creek
of obtaining food, and without water to drink, cxeep
obtained from the neighboring swamp. These stale
further enguiries, of which the
large number of Norweglan emigrants
the 30th of Juue, and had taken - passagc
Great Western Railway. The pamber is variously and
They were placed in two second class passenger Cars,
freight cars, and on the Saturday morning were forwa
It unfortunately occurred that an embankm
Canal hod subsided, the track had consequently been
point, and it had been necessary
ment and exchange passengers and baggage. These
this abstacle, were transported on o Paris, whence a
contained in the second class passenger cars,
press raln.
P. . It there found a gravelling engi
dent aseribed to expansion of the rails
currence of course precluded all passa
removed—very often, and it so happened in this case,
this point, and at either side of the obstruction, the

This train reached Rochester, al

enst from Windsor met the day express proceeding west,
ngers and return, or © back up’? cach'to Windsor and
‘he exchange of the first class passengers was made, but’
s in question.were not,in

agreed fo exchange passe
Chatham respectively. T
1he sccond class passengers, inclading the cmigrant
tike manuet transferred, in consequence of the night ex
sof not having any second class passenger cars attach
conductor or Mr. D). Chapman,
was present, directed the train
of 111 milés, with the intention of taking ihe whole

Three women in an advanced stateof:
arely inthe cass, the other 1wo in'the!
in the midst of a scene 100 shocking’
e tecords of evidence, the imhabitants in congert With:

and others who reached Windsor subsequently angmented.
It was remarked that a large’

and it was reported that the mortality had been
mismanagement on the part of the Com
pany’s servanis; that in fsct a large number of theze emigrants had been detai

in the heat of the month of July, ata place
L —withont food or the means,

following is the resuilt.
had reached Hamilton on Friday,’
to Deiroit in the cars of the .=

ent at the crossing of the Desjarding

{o arrest the trains at either side of the impedi-

: wore sent forward by the day ex-" ;"

sont 19 miles from Windsor, at:@,". '
ne, off the track, at the switel,’ an acei-
from the heat of the weather. {
ge on the road antil the obstacle could;be.

the Local Superintendent of the Company, whe
{0 be backed to Baptiste Cyeck, a distance’

grants. One man Wag -
le, many were laboring.

ly. Means were imme-
istance and. comforts:
for. -Twenty-eight of:

dsor in freight cars, term

5

ting such as was 10" be,

D8,
ments led us to malke,
It appears that &~

not very clearly stated.®
and in, at leasty three.
rded to their destination.:

thrown out of line at thig:

emigranis, after passing
part of them only, 1hos

This oc-

a tedious operation. At~
night express proceeding::
and the two conductors’.

press or train from Wind-~
ed to receive them, The

train baek 1o Chathﬁ'f‘.ﬂ_?

but finding that,
io leave part of his train, fo wit, the

Creek, and thas lightened to procecd to . _
1d be conveycd on to Windsor by the:next

cars containing the emigrants shou

train, due at Baptiste Creclc about 5, A. M., next morning.
ss going wesl, which oughbt to have reached Baptiste’

Creek at 5, A. M., the next morning, did not'arrive at that spot until 2.30, P,
Had this Train reached Baptisie Creek

night. The night expre

from he delay, both weod and water were failing, resolved

emigrant cars, on the siding at Baptiste
Cliatham, leaving orders that./th

Tt was then near mid

'y

at its proper time, all would haye'been




“*done that could have been done under the circumstances (o remedy the cvil of
- the'detention, and 1o forward the emigrants thuas left to their destination at‘Ws:nd-
- 'sor’; but the night express moving west zould not Jeave Hamilion until the night
.. express moving east had approached i Desjarding Canal, and the obstrucuon

gt that point, while the night express moving cast was in veality detained at

. Rochester, and by the stoppage at Bapiiste Creelk. Thus one delay cntailed 2
" series of delays, and the irregularity oi 1he night express train ooing West was

‘ance for predisposition to, discase, of thr consequences which eosued.

47. The night express train going West, having talen on the car left as above
tated, reached Windsor about 4, P.M. (on Sunday.) It bad also brought on from
Paiis the remainder of the party of emigrants left there the preceding day.
“The cholera had already declared itsell among them. Thwo sick emigrants

was perhaps better than that of the remainder. They had remained at stations
where food and wholesome water could be obtained, and they were with their
‘bagoage and the resources thereby aflorded them. But the pariy on the siding
.at"Baptiste Creek were separated {rom theirbaggage,had been on the track since
‘the preceding morning, and had been confined to the cars, in intensely hot wea-
“ther, at a desolate place, where little, indeed for the supply of such a party, no
“food could be procured, and where the only water to quench thirst was the stag-
‘nant water of the sswamp. Nevertheless for thirly lours at Ieast all thesg people
liad been immured in the atmosphere of sceond class passenger and freight cars,
he only difference of suflering, in reality, being a diflerence of degrec. As the
whole party both from Paris and Baptiste Creek reached Windsor together, it
“has'been difficult to distingnish between them at this point, or to ascerfain satis-
“factorily to which scetion of the party the. victims belonged, but it matters little.
"It is shown in evidence that one individual died at Paris—that two as belore
“stated were removed from the cars at London. That a child died and was buried
al Baptiste Creek, that two men laid under the wood shed at Baptiste Creek the
whole Sunday, supposed 1o be dying. That a woman on the departure of the
ears from that place was iifted into them in a stale of great exhaustion. That
“one man was dead in the car on their arxivalat Windsor, and it cannot be doubt-
‘ed but that individuals of both scelions succumbed to a disease 10 which they
"were predisposed from the effects of a long vayage, but which must have been
“aggravated by the exposureand privation they had encountered on the latier part
“of their journey.

748, We have found it difficultat this distance of time, In view of the eonfusion

etherwitnesses, and of the impossibility of obtaining direct evidence or explana-
_tions derived at the time from people who only spoke the Norwegian langnage—
‘1o arrive'at any safe conclusion upon this distressing occurrence ; but, as far as we
_ean see, the detention at Baptiste Creek and its fatal effects are {o be aseribed to
. & combination of circurastances over whieh the servants of the Company eould
. exerdise mo control. We believe thatunder these circnumstances, as they oceur-
“red, all'was done that could be done to alleviate the cffects of the delay, but we
_Léann’ot’avoid noticing in this instance, as in others, the indifference generally

shown to the comfort of emigrants, both intheir treatment and accommodation,
which calls loudly for Legislative interference and remedy. We have before
animadverted on the conveyance of emigrants or sccond class passengers in
freight cars, and have shown the fatal consequences on the ocecasion of the Lobe
ccident. 1In the present case the want of ventilation from the peculiar siructure
of 'the freight or, as it'is sometimes called the ‘¢ box,” cars, speedily converted
‘these receptacles into moving pest honses.. In the course of our investigation

he proximate cause of much of the suii~ring endured, and, with a certain allow-

had been removed from the train at Lendoy, but the sitnation of the latter party -

#nd "dismay which then existed, of the death of some and the departure of
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ipto the catastrophe at Baptiste Creck on the 27th" October, our’ attention:wasy
again drawn to the want of proper accommodation in the sceond class.cars, the
want of lights which inereascd the Lorror and difficulty of the scene, and the
neglect with which travellers of this class rave been treated. On examining 1he
second class car we found the seats in many 10 be very slightly and insecurely.

fastened. The effect of their insufficient fastening in the event of an aceident

was exemplified at Lobo.  There {lje secend class passenger car being thrown:
partially down the embankment, the, whote contents of the car, human beings
S nd wreck of the seats were “shot” togemer 1o the lower end of the car.: ‘The
jnjurics inflicted in this car was caused chiefly by splinters and broken ends of th
detached seats. Iad the seats been properiy fastendd, the passengers would, 10;,

a great extent, have retained their places and the ‘injury done would have beens

“much lessened. - Accidents may, in SOmME CASCS, be unavoidable notwithstanding:

every exertion of foresight, but no precantion chould be omitted which may tend:
to mitigate the effects. The Legisiature should provide fortbwith for the prope
transportation of all second class passengers in safely constructed, well ventila
ted, adequately provided cars, always accompanied by, but never conveyed with,:
their baggage. Emigranis, forcigners more especially, are accustomed: to carr
their food with them, and often, having expended their last shilling in payment;
of fare, arc cxposed to greal nrivations if scpatated from their baggage.
49. Our attention was called by the Reeve of Windsor to the expenses imposed
upon that Municipality in providing for the medical charge and the burial of 2.
Jarge number of the passengers of the Great Western Railway Company, throw
suddenly npon the resources and the humanity of the Municipality.  We look
avon 1his case, as it arose, and as it now stands, as a question of law between
the Corporations, but we would respectfully submit to Her Majesty’s Govern~
ment, whether, in view of the not improbable recuirence of such cases; on'@
line of road likely to be much frequented by emigrants in transitu, it would not
be expedient and right 10 appoint an Agent of Her Majesty’s Emigration Depati-
ment, during the summer season, to supervise the whele line, and to make. such
provision as could, on a sudden emergency, e made available for thereception; and.
treatment of cmigrants, suddenly seized with contagious disease, The expense
might be equitably divided between the Government, the Railroad Company; ang
any Manicipality Within the limits of which auny such case should arise, local syim=
pathies and local resonrces would neither be overtaxed nor overtried, and theiinter
osts of humanity would be judiciously protected without exacting unfair self-sacrifi
from individuals. o N
50, Inclosing our remarks upon the above occurrences, it becomes our duty, in-aczy®
cordance with the commands of His Exceilency the Governor General, to express;
our opinion on the ¢ origin”’ of the accidents and the detention hereinbeforetre
ferred to. PRI
51. Accidents, as we have before stated, may and will occur upon aRailroad, whic
defy explanation and bafle research. No human foresight could anticipate:
precaution avert them. Other accidents originate In causesmore ot less remote =+
defective arrangements and imperfect control, in a want of proper organization-angd
discipline in the servants ofthe Company, or they may be traced to incompleteicon
gtruction ; to insuflicient, overwrought, and unsafe machinery ; or to anyone.of;th
unexzpected casualties originating in 2 single act of inexperience: or imprudences
It is from accidents such as these that the public, at the outset of a great ‘railread
gystem, require to be protected. Tt would be criminal to temporize withisueha
aubject as this, . The lives of thousands may depend on plain speaking and/prompt.
action. : - : ST
52, Three, of the most fatal accidents which have happened on the Greatl West:
orn Railway, namely,the accident of, the.12th Dec., 1853, near Hamilton, the,
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‘ accidentat Tharold, and the accident at Lobo, avose from the absence of fencing:
and'ihe presence ol eattle on the tiack in conscquence, and are_all incidental te»
-thie premature opening of the road.*” The accident at Baptiste Creck, (27th Oct.,.
“1864,):1% 10 bo aseribed to a combination of causes, but may be ultimately fraced

“terthe same cause, the premature apening of the road, and to the necessity, there-
from’arising, of ‘pressing on the ballasting in unsafe bands and in an incautious
way.. We find that at the opening ofthe road, the embankments and the cuttiags: £
were in'a dangerous slate, that the ties or - leepers were laid without the stay or
‘support .of gravel on the surface; at Subgraie; the road-crossings aad farm crose- ;
. ings and cattle guards were unfinished. " e (reasle-works in some cases suhsti-
" tated : for embanikments, were notoriousiy insecure, and in fact, neither grading-
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© . por superstruction were in a fit state o haznrd the prosecution of traffic in the face: B
i.. :-ofthe:contingencies of ihe coming winter and spring in this climate and conniry. 3
%153 We find that on the 17th Oct., 1853, John 1. Clark, Esquire, the Chiel En-
* gineer of the Greal Western Raiiway, and now State Engineer and Sorveyor-

General of the State of New York, in a communication addressed to G.J. Brydges,
Estyuire; the Managing Director of the Great Western Railway, protested formally -
“agrainst the contemplated opening of the road, as a ¢ premature movement, and-
wohich, if canied out, would be atiended withhazard to life and property.”t And
-yet;in.deflance of this protest, the road was opened.  We are well aware that
T6adshave been opened and operated on-this continent, in an unfinished” and
‘wnséfe condition, but we have never heard of any road which had been opened
andioperated -in defiance of the protest of the Chief Engineer, and that Engi-
cerd-géntleman of the character and professional standing of Mr. Clarke.
4.°Ft:js troe that in his protest, Mr. Clarke males no specific mention of the
want'of’ fencing, as a cause of danger.  We know not whether the omission.
was:intenlional or unintentional, or whetber among other grave grounds of objee-
ion;. thisone may not have becn deemed socondary at the moment, bat it Isa
want "which should never be permitted to continuc ;—the omission does not, in
‘ptr'estimation, diminish the weight of the objection.  As a feature in the prema-
ture:openingof a road, it is pregnant with danger, and productive of feclings
‘which: jead to dangerous practices. It places the Company at the merey of its
owniservants. A wilful or desperate engine driver destroys cattle on the track,
and . the:Company is justly .blamed, because, directly or indivectly, it 1s
blaimeable. - An enterprize which exists by popular favor and support, becomes:
ansobject of popular hostility, along the whole line.  Lvery farmer who loses cat-
:tle-and has his ¢laim for compensation questioned or resisted, becomes at once’
.amenemy of the enterprize, and a rail taken up, or a sleeper removed, or ai ob-
‘struction placed on the track, bears dangerous testimony 1o the character of this:
“hostility.” Such conduct is indefensible, but in the interest of the Corrpany and
‘of tlhie; public it should never be provoked. No road, prudently managed, would
‘ideursuch a risk. . No Company should be permitied to do so.
«55.5 That the want of fencing increased still more the inescurity of the line, ““ the g
~hazard to life and property” thereupon, cannot be doubted.  That the want of i
balasting led finally to a most lamentable catastrophe, Is equally certain; but it T
Agdifficult to say how much of subsequent misformne may not be atiributed to
‘the"'waut of ballasting, and consequent roughness of theroad at the outset. When ;
we consider the delicate structure and immense weight of the machinery on a
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R ¥Ade Repart of Director. 29¢h September, 1854 : Telter B, Evidenee of C. J. Brydges, No. 21 Evi- A
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% Vide Letter from John T Clarze o C. J. Brrigea 18th -Oetober, 1830 Mo 44, Letter from € J. ;
Brybues. to John T, Clarke, 18th October, 1354 No. ¢35 Latter from Joba T. Clarke, tv O. J. Brrdges, '
&ih October, 1854, No. 46, Letier from Joha T. Clarke, ‘ta President and Director ofthe Great Testera A
‘Railwsy, 213t Nor. 1854, No. 47.  Bxtract of proceedings of tha Board of Directors of the Great Westera :
Railway Company, 1th Dec. 1854, - : AR '
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- of delays and stoppages and irregularities,
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railread, the nice adjustment and Dbriitle sirengihy of the péats,‘ itis

undersiand that one single 1vip on a yugged iracl, would not only damage

and dislocate joints at the time, but proy

¢, in fact,the latentcause of o long series:
an an attendant train of disappoint-

easyston |
springs;

ment, dissatisfaction and danger.

duaeive to danger, was forcibly show
20th Sept., 1634, wherein dx. Bowman, the Mechanicaly

Western Railway, of the

Engineer, stales that the: cost of maintaining a7
been heavy, that they had, on an average.
of thirly, under repairs, daily, and he ascribes he e
ihe frost breaking up,”” or in other words, 1o the
¢« geeidents arising from cattle beir
d dissatisfetion have been feit on the liney and by par-

the track, on
and drainage, and to
much disappointment an
ties in connection withh the line, is
ings may be ascribed to unduc

true, but muclh is also 1o be attribuied to disorder 3
| and to a sys‘rem of n'tan,agement unnata

opening of the roat
nent, and ill adapted to the circum

4
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The dangor, and the amount of damage con~
n in the Feport of the Directors of the Greal™

d repairing engines and cars-have:
aix first-class passenger cars outs
asnaliies o ¢ the unevenness of
want of ballasting,
1g on the track.” Thaty

undeniable.  That some share of these {eel~
nd over-cxacting expeclations 1s doubtlassly:
neidental 1o the prematile:
1 en this ‘cqnti-v
stances snd magnitude of (his enlevprise. T
he Managing Direeton. =

56. Trom information derived from €. J. Brydges, Isq.,
of the Great Wastern Railway Company, it appears that the systeny of: manage-
ment in foree in the Great Western Railway Company isunknown to those {ami-
liar with the administration of Railroads in America.  The whole machinery ofi.
2 complicaied enterprize is not only superintended or dirccied, but is actnally-ands’
practically worked out, or attempted to be waorked out, by one man. The:-
Managing Director is not only the head bat the hand to which every important.
duaty is conlided.
versally admitted, has assnmed or has bad imposed upon him more
any one nan can poasibly accomplish. Ca

57. Under the American system of Railroad management, the chief- officers ofy’
the Road are the President and Superintendent. To the {ormer, in concert with !
the Bonrd, is practically confided the administrative functions of the Corporation.:
The latier is the exeentive officer upon whom devolves ail details of executiom:
and management. The duties and the qualifications of the two officers are g®
far digsimilar, that the man fitted to make a good President might prove 1o be, ax
very indifierent Superintendent, or vice verse, put it is hardly within the compe-
tency of man'toactat the same Zime as President and Saperintendent. Ona Road:
such as the Great Western—ihe connceting link betwween two great systems offs*
American Railroad communication—the services of an experienced Superinten-
dent are as indispensable as they would prove to be invaluable. Such men it-is:’
not easy to find, but they are 1o be found, and should be sought for, withoute-.
ference to conntry or extraction.  What a Company wants, what ihe interests of .
the co.nmunily requive, is he best man who can be obtained. To organise 'a

zystem on a new Road e must bring to bear much experience—good knowledge
of business—great knowledge of men—and the power and habit of command;
as to deal, he mmust

and 1o reduce to cxder the heterogenous mass with which he h
devote himself unintermitiingly to the task. Mo President or Managing Director;
hese offices to be analogous, could, if properly occupied, give time and’
atlention to these duties. It js questionable if be would succeed, even if he
tried. No man becomes a Superiniendent by intunition. To use tlie. illustra--
tion employed by Orville B. Dibble, Esq., of Ietroit, in discriminating between,
the qualifications of a Railroad President and Superintendent, we would say that'
the man most competent to organize a packet sevvice, * might be quite unable: ta.
command one of his own ships.” Too much has, in fact, in the case before U8,y

, Esquive, of Detroif, No. 42, Bvidenee of €. J. Bridges, Esquire,

duties tham:

aupposing 1

‘_""‘ Vide statement of 0. B. Dibble
No. 2; and Letters H, J. E. L .

‘That officer, whose natural talents, indusiry and zeal are uni- "ol




" been-assumed without sufficient practice in much that has been assumed; multi-
- plied’ occupation bas prevented proper attention to details; laxity of discipline
:has prevailed in consequence, disorder and irtegnlarity have ensued, and tem-
orary-diseredit is the result. :

. YWestern Railway. Six hundred thonsand nounds of the Provincial Fands are,
“stthis present moment of time, invested in this enterprize.  FThe value of the
" gecurity must ever be influenced by the characler of the management. The cre-
. dit of the enterprize will deeply afiect the cradit of all like Canadian enlerprizes.
: We coneeive it, therefore, 10 be our duty in {ischarge of the trust confided to us; to
“eall the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the subject, and respeetiully to
suggest remedies, while remedy is still within reach. '
"T85, In cotroboration of the views hereinbefore expressed, and in fact as having.
.ﬁuggestc‘d-many‘of the above remarks, we beg leave to call attention to an in-:
*giraetive statement received from Orville B. D ibble, Esq., of Detroit, and confirmed
* by-the opinions of B. C. Whittemore, sq., Staic Treasurer of the State of Michi-

Trowbridge, Esq., President of ihe Michigan State Bavk, O. M. Hyde, Mayor
«of :Detroit, and M. A. Cook, Recorder of Detroit.
in the Appendix.* At the same time, and in the same relation, and to avoid the

mecessity of extending still mere this already protracted Report, we refer 10 the
‘staternent of the Hon. Malcolm Camcron and of William F. Cofllin, Esq., with
reference to an occurrence which took vlace on the Great Western Railway on
the night of the 101h November last past; which will farther illustrate the pre-
ceding observations. ' :

60,71t is, we may be permitted to presume, the wish and the intention of the

Government of the Province to supply the omissions of the past and to provide

for-the future by Legislative enactment, and in this view we approach the con-
lusion of our subject.

761. We conceive that the time has atlength amived when it is both necessary
and'expedicent 1o provide, by adequate legislation, for the publie safety on Rail-
roads in this Provinee. e cansider that by wholesome legisiation the interests
of the public and of Railroad Companies will be equally consulted. That by
. the provisions of such a law the public and the Companies will be protected.
. ffom the influence of public opinion demanding and obtaining indisereet con-

gessions from Public Corporations. The public and the Companies will, in faet,

be protected from themselves.  We wwould respectfully auggest that the provisions

of the Act 14 and 15 Vie., cap. 51, being an Act to consolidate and regulate the

. general clanses relating 1o Railways, and the Act 16 Vic., cap. 169, being “ An

“Actin addition o the (eneral Railway Clauses Consolidation Act,” be extended

" .to apply.to all Railroads in the Province of Canada, and that the following addi-

* gions'be made to the same :—

. 62. A Railroad lnspector or Surveyor to be appointed in conneclion with the
::Board of Railway Commissioners, the same to be a professional Civil Engineer
of - years standing. . :
~ 63: This officer periodically and at uncertain periods to visit and inspect all
‘existing Railroads in Canada and report on the condition of every such road and.

‘the sufficiency of equipment in the interest of public safety and convenience.

t0 be;empowered to order such Companies to complete road, or supply defects in
.the same, or to do anything authorized to be done under this Act within a given
period.; under a penalty for ihe omission of any day beyond that period. ’

65,7 Six months at least before the opening of any new road, the officers and
.Engineersof the Company should invite the atiendance of Railroad [nspector, and in

Esquire, Mo, 2.

T,

58, The people of Canada have o large interest in the success of the Great

“64.-On Report of Railroad Inspector transmitted through Board, the Governor.-

" # Vide Evidence, Mo. 38, 39, 40, 41, and Le$ter O. Also, Bvidenco eud Explanation of C. J. Brydges,

“gan, J. H. Harmon, Esq., Collector of the Customs of the Port of Detroit, C. C. -

This docament will be found |
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‘sgrecment with reason for p

-~ the Board of Directors all de

concert with him agree upon the character of the Line and the quantity and quality’
of rolling stock required at the opening of the same, Inspector {0 report “1hiy
articulars therein contained to the Board of Railway
at the same time and in the same manner, the Engineer ang
d agree with the Railway.Inspectory

Commissioners,
other officers of the Company to concert &2
as to the way in which every public road rrossing on the line shall be constructed

_whether over the road on a bridge or vzder the road by a tunnel—or, if
level, whether to be protected by gates or oy men bearing flags, or by road signs.
66. Railway Inspeetor to prescribe, 1i:ewise, at which (if any) curves, in:
cuttings more éspecially, flagmen shall ' » regularly and invariably- statione
rovided with flags by day and lamps for night use. )
67. Inspeetor to visit works in progress, at irregu
nee the same arc caxried out in the manoer provided.
10 the Dircctors of the Company, and transmit copy o
missioners.
8. No road to be opened belorc it 1s thoroughly fenced. S
69. No road to be opened until ballasted to such extent and at such localities
as may appear to the Railroad Inspeetor to be necessary to secure the public safety.,
0. One month before the opening of every new road, at least, on notice given,”:
the Inspector to visit the works on the line, to report thereupon, and certify' that
the fencing is complete according 1o law, that ihe ballasting is sufficient, that the
superstructure is in all respecls sccure, and that the said works are in sueh con-
dition and in such a state of progress as to be safe for public use at the time' of
the proposed opening of the road and thenceforward. Copy of said Report an
certificate to be forwarded to the Board of Railway Commissioners. &7
"71. Mo Railroad to operaic withoutsuch cortificate under a penalty for every
day of such illegal operation, and no passenger o be liable for fare.” -
2. Inspector to preparc o uniform code of rules for the government of all the’
subordinates of all Railroads in running said roads in this Province, such code
to be submitted through the Board of Railway Commissioners to the Governoz
General, and on receiving his approval, notified through the Official Gazette,

have the force of law.
73. Any violation of
of the Company, and farther to be declared a mis

Jar and unexpected times, 't
if not to report’ the’ same

f Report to Railway*Co
i

such rales to be punished with discharge from the service
demeanour punishable on: su
imprisonment, fine not tg.e

mary conviction, before one magistrate, by finc or

ceed at diseretion, or in default of fine, imprisonment mot 1o exceed’ons

mmonih. ' ‘ e
discharged or convicted servantinio

74. Any Company taking back any such
its empluy, in the same or any other capacity, to pay 2 fine of

the said servans may be so employed. , R
5. Railroad Inspector to embody in his aforesaid certifieate that the rolling

stocle of the Company is conformable to agreement and sufficient for present,;
purpose consistently with the comfort, convenience and safety of the publie.:\

6. Passengers other than first class passengers 10 he conveyed in properly and
strongly constructed cars, covered, provided with glass windows and'lamps'and
stoves at proper scasons. The cars to be of specified dimensions; containing
certain number of seats properly and firmly secured. A certain number/to™b
accommodated on each seal, adults and children. -Becond class passe) gersp{ay

ing not more than per mile for conveyance to be entitled to carry~
Ibs. luggage each. Luggage to

be conveyed on the same train with the ‘pas

gers, but in separate cars. ' ' Lo
77. Railway Inspectorto visit all roads hereafter at irregular and uncertal
periods and 1o'reportin duplicate to the Board of Railway Commissionersand
ficiencies or defects that may exist in superstruefu

.

for e_verylfgiaiy

N




or rolling stock, however required or from whatever cause arising, coupled witha
“recommendation that the same should be supplied immediately or within a rea-
_sonable time, and assigning rcasons for such recommendations.
. 78. Should suchi recommendations not be complied with, the Railroad Inspector
“further to - report to the Board of Railway Conmanies to that efieet, who, with the
dp\pfbfv'al:ofz the: Governor, may, order (e saic road to make good such deficien-
cies within a given time, or in defanlt thereol 1o desiat from renning.
79. Any road operating after the service ol sueh order on the proper oflicer of
he Board of Directors, and alter the expiry of e period therein mentioned, to be
liable 1o .a penalty of per diem fo sachand every day of infraction of
“ordet..
~-80. Rdilway Inspector to canse all infractions of this Act coming within his
" eognizance to be prosecuted, and, to this cfieet, (o Lave the advice and assistance
call Law Oflicers of the Crown. ‘
81+ Al accidents on Railroads, attended by injury o persons ot damage to pro-
exty, 10 be reported within honrsol the vecurrence to the Railroad Inspector,
by Telegraph il possible, under penaliy for each OITHSS1ON.
“:82. On receiving such intelligenece, Railroad Inspeclor to repair io the scene of

kY

the’ accident, enquire into and reporl upon ‘the facts to the Board of Railway

Commissioners, and upon any legal procecdings which may ensue. )

.83, All accidents requiring legal remedy whiclimay affect poor persomns, or
emigrants, or the saflcty of the public gencrally, upou being reported to the Board of
Railway Commissioners, to be by them relorred to the Qfficer of the Crown for
proper action thereon. ' : '

4. Tn ull cases for ot against a Railway Company which may involve trial by Jury,
{except in the case of a Coroner’s Jury) the proper tribunal may, upon sugwestion
and-proper proof by affidavit, made by cither party that a fair and impartial trial
cannot- be had within the usual jurisdiction, cause the tyial of the said case to be
ﬁ*an_s:ferred to sach other jurisdiciion as o the said tribunal may scen best.

_1"-,8._:5.,32 All persons trespassing or walking on the track of the road liable to a fine not
exceeding. - or imprisonment not exceeding one month, at the discretion
of one Magistrate. '

... 86." Servants of the Company to be anthorized to arrest any person vielating the

provisions of the sald clause last above written and to detain and convey such
yerson before the nearest Maygistrate. :

. 87. Section men or man having charge of sections to be competled by law to pro-
eeed from one end of the scetivn to the other the hrstthing in {he mothing, ex-
amining : carefully the fencing and track, and repairing or reporting instantly all
defects; and to retrace their steps in the course of the day. Disobedience or
negledt punishable by fine. ,

~88.  Policemen to be farnished every Company as required, from any Police force
Lo, be bereafter csteblished in this Provinee, the Company paying such price as may
be agreed upon for the daily and nightly service of each man, clothed and ac-
outred.. :

"89, 'The expense of Police and all expense connected with the Office of Rail-
¥oad. Inspector 1o be defrayed by 2 milage rale to be imposed on all Railways.
.80, As a.compensation for such rate or tax all Railroads should be exempted
from school taxes or local taxation. '

791. Speed of trains to be regulated. Punctuzlity of departure to be ex-
zeted under penalty. T
92. Railways realizinga certainaverage amount of gross earnings should be com-

elled 1o construet a double track on the whole, or such part of the road, as may be
@grcled é;ppn,.,betxyeen the: Managers of the Company and the lnspector of
Sailroads.... v S L. ‘ -
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95. The use of bells as well as sleam whistles on locomotive engines should be™
required of every Railroad Company. _ _
04. Any person having the control of an engine, who may ran upon the time of;
anothier train, to be made linble, in case no injury <howld ensue, to a finc of
and imprisonment until paid, in- case of deah 1o be guilly of manstaughter and
auishable accordingly.

95. All proposed Acts of Bailroad fncorporation and all proposed Amcudments.
to existing Acts to be cubmitied to the Rairoad Inspeector three months before:
the Session of Parlinment in which it ig i ended to jntroduce such measure or
measures, whoshall report thereen to the Rarroad Commitices of the Legisiatnre,
whetlier all preliminary conditions have been (nlfilled, whether the powers and
privileges and rights asked for do or do not interlere with the powers, privileges,
and rights gr::mc(i 1o other pariics, andd whether those powers and p]'ivi!cgcrsl and.
rights can be exercised under each Act in wa ananner ealenlated to secure the
public credit and salety. Co
65. Bellon Engine to berung invariably before starting a train 5 to be rung with--
out intermission while in slow motion, and always for &0 rods before passing
open road crossing on alevel. o

97. Disobedience of orders on the part

misdemeanor pnnishabic, independent

of any servants of the Company to be.a: .
of discharge [Fom the service of the Jy

Company, by finc and imprizonmernt Rpou summary conviction belore a magistrates:.
08. Intoxication on ithe part of any servants of the Company to be a misde
meanoer lmmishub]c by fing ov imprisonment upen gnrpmary conviction beforeia’
magisirate, independent of Jismissal from the service of the Compavy. o
99. In making the preceding suggestions we do not pretend 1o offer more than.
conccive ought (o be embraced inany Bill;

an outline of the pmvisious which we
which it may be deemed expedient to submit o Parliament for the farther re-:
gulation and more safe conduet of Railroads in this Province. ‘The details of

sl measure wounld require {0 he worked ontwith care and consideration, and.-
at a greater length than we should feel justified employing at the close of this
protracted Report.. Qur present object is rather 1o show the necessity which’
cxists for adopting here,in conneetion with Railroads, the same principles: of

jegislation which have heen invoked with great practical benelit in England. and’
in the United Stales, believing that in the final elaboration of such a measure'§
much that we have suggested may be advantageously modificd and many ag-

ditions made which have escaped our netice. e
Al which is respect{ully submitted by,
Sir,

~  Your most obediént servants,
WILLIAM F. COFFIN,
3. C. CAMERON.

’
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“ment out red light ahead ; went back to London on {oot to get another cngine ; got
. one; came down to the cars and pulled them backto London ; tlis, was the cause
- of my detention at London ; lost by this break down three hours and forty
"+ minutes; had a clear way to Windsor, exeept freight train waiting for me at
" Ekired ; nothing oceurred until we came fo Baprste Creel ; alter taking breaksman
- in (Martin) junped out of car and ran against one fireman, James Finny ; DBreaks-
" yan Cole said it was freman; asked for engircer Thomas Smith ; person agked

did not know where he was; freman was in 1 s water; Breaksman helped me to
Upaise fireman ; asked again for the Fngineer; tthis moment he came up. A
- igentleman, Mr. Skell, carac to me and asked - -ho fireman was ; 1 told bim ; he
mssisted me in removing a child from the ruin-, and built a fire with the frag-
" ments of the Car. Mr. Thomas I'. Meagher carne up and assisted as much as he
conld ; then enquired canse ol'the aceident ; one of the breaksmen, Wi, Cole, said
-we had run into a gravel train. 1 supposed some cars of Gravel had got loose
‘from others, and that the parties on (he Gravel train were not aware of 1t 5 could
pot think a gravel train was out at thal time. Let the men at work to extricate
.the dead and wounded when fire brightencd up. Wentto the forward end of my
‘train, and met a person, the engineer ofthe gravel train, Joln Kettlewell, Tasked
“him in God name why he was there ; he said he was ordered there; dispatehed
- -a messenger 1o Chatliam for assistance, and continucd extricating dead and
“wounded ; found out from {ireman that he wasmoving east ; backing his engine,
Jsaw situation of engine. Alter day light, between 10 and 11 o’cluek, wenito
‘Kettlewell, and asked him who had ordered himout ; D. ¥W. Dwitchell 5 he sadd he
“hadrefused, but was compelled by a party higher than him in authority, and that
.they would be personally respensible.  DBlr. D. 3. Poliard was (reman ol the
“Qravel pits jthen asked where condnctor and Mr. Pollard were ; he said conduetor
" had goné io the house, and Mr. Pollard to Windsor. I then agked fireman ol the
" pit; he said fireman was assisting in removing the dead and wounded. Fwroten
. “note to conductor to come with Iis men and assist in clenring 1he track; again
.asked engineer why he had dizcbeyed orders ; he said hie had asked Mr. Gregory
LatWindsor, who told him the conduetor had their instructions, and thal they muost
be oboyed. I asked him whose dafy itwas to report when the trains passed ; he
..said we have a wiper to wipe onr engine, and probably to look after the trains’if
-he docs not go to sleep after he gets his engine wiped ; did not tell witness who
that person was. Asked if he thought the train had gone by ; he answered, and
~rns confused in his answers ; said that watchman gave him to understand that
vexpress train-had passed from what walchman bad said to him,and he burst into
.tesys and left me. Watchman was standing there, and was pointéd out to me. 1
. said+is that you watchman, he said he was. Asked him if he saw the train go past;
said:yes, a friend of his said, and he said yes. About § o'clock the evening pre-

' then; none there present knew if ; he went ofl, and did not sce him since ; had all
ithe nisual:lights abont my train with large reficetor in front ; conld be no possibi-
lity'of witness of engineer being aware of the proximity of avavel train ; flags
were to notify me not to pass ; tail or red light behind is to warn other trains that
may:be following ; as soon expected to meet a brick house or Steam boat as.a
gravel tram, where I did on this or any otherpart of the track ; asked my engincer
if hewsaw gravel train lights, and he said he did not. By enginecr of gravel train,
John:Ketilewell, did I not tell yon that walchman had informed me that express
train¥had passed’ at onc ocloek.  Witness savs that he bas no recollection of
beingstold so, yet-he might have said =o. ’ '

By isuperintendent of Mr. Harrle, T. D. Randall, do you consider it the duty of
very -m‘a,m”oz;ﬂ gravel train to setup and wait 10 a cerlainty that the express trait

i
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SCHEEDULT

OFf Accidents on the Great Western. . Lalway, from the
' Opening of the Road, 10th Mo -ember, 1853,110
10th November, 1854, :

ACCIDENT AT BAPTIRTE CRERK, 27== OCT., 1854,

WWA,WMM\WW

Fleidences cxamined or taken and referred fo in the Repor

COUNTY OF KENT, TC WIT :

an adjourned inquestand acknow

" Information of witnesses severally taken at
Queen touching the death of J. By

~jedged on behalf of Our Sovereign. Lady the
Bodfish, Peter Galiager and others nosv lying dead at the Great
Western Railway Depot in the Town of Chatham, Toswnship of Raleigh ;and
County aforesaid, on the 28th day of October, in the yéax of Our Lord: one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, before Edmund B. Donnelly, one of ‘the
Coroners for the said Couaty, on an inquisition then and there taken on -a view
of the hodics of the said J. B. Bodfish, Peter Gallager and ’ o
others then and. there lying dead, a5 follows, to wit :
J. T. Nurrer, of Stamford, Canada West, being sworn, says : that he is a'con
ductor of the Mail Express train on which the collision took place on the morping
of the 27th October, 1354 ; has been conductor of that traiit since monday last
has been in the employ of the Company since February; left falls at 2 o’clock of
the afiornoon of the 26th instant, and arrived at Chatham at 4.20 minutes of::the;
: ing of the 27th. After leaving this and :

morni after collecting tickets, satrdown'to;

assort them some fourteen miles near Baptiste Creek, heard a noise and crask
The morning was densely- foggy and darlk ; the seat gave way, and the ‘cars
stopped suddenly, heard dreadful eries, and going ont saw John Martin lying.in

Reloi : ! Tiee im il K = 2¢ 10 minpies past five AU
{ train was going between 2% and-3&

RS
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Tl artin survived abont iwo hours and a hal
miles a1 QOTET, WA Sl S, ol L
pigat wesdark and they conld 2ot eonnect. Ioeima
to yun slow ; started on time and 1an on time as far as Fairchild’s Creek about SIXTY: ;
“niles; was delayed at St George’s one hour and eighteen minutes by Grave
freight train which was ahead of me:to;Baris!
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Chatham, 28th October, 1854.
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“ofthe Jetter ; knetw that what Mr. Gregory sid did not entirvely exempt me from

‘blame for going out in train time.
SREEE (Signed,)  JNO. EETTLEWELL.

Chatham, 28th Oct., 1854,
 Josmpr Hormms, being duly swom, sxith: ibat he resides at Clayton, Ciy.

100k cars at Suspension Pridge on his wa~ to ]_Jctroit; was in second car of 1st
“elagswhen eollision occurred; was throws by side of astove ; gotup; went to front

door, and could not get out by that, went to back door, and got out. [twas very
dark, but yet could discover that 2nd class cars were mashed up when near to

thern ;- by a faintlight from locomotive could discem people lying about here
and " there, some 'dead, seme wounded apd some endeavoring to assist the
wounded ; the dead were Jaid aside the track in a row, and covered up, and the

wounded were placed in the cars as soon as possible ; assisted the conductor
Ty, Nutter. in relieving'the wounded ; knew six of the parties killed, two of his
i aunts, two of his uncles and two of his cousins, Peter Bodfield, Murtha Bodfield

his “wife, Nathaniel Oaks, Orelia Oaks, his wife, Corneling Qaks, tbeir son, and

“Daniel Oalts, also their son ; these arc the parties the Coroner’s Jury examined in
“witness’s presence ; the freatment shown by the conductor Mr. Nutter “to the

ounded and passengers, was vory kind.
T (Bigned,)  JOSEPH HOLMES.

hatham, 28th October, 1854,

swom,saith: that be belongs to the gravel train employed by the G. W. R. W.
Co.,ip take count of the quantity of gravel taken from pit, and the distance it is

'vuni; was on gravel train yvesterday mormning about 5 o’clock, . when collision
ook place, between it and express train going ¥est first noticed engine blowing
“off steam,; and felt jerk, and was thrown on the wood and back again towards

firoman ; ‘got on train at gravel pit beforc five in morning ; switched on train
track ; there was 2 man in charge of the switeh; does not know him ; saw engineex

‘and conductor at gravel pit; the latter told engineer he was to go east of Janet

Oreek with the loaded train ; thinks he was a watchman einployed by Mr. Harris;
the.gravel.contractor ; this watchman calléd deponent up the morning of the
acbidqnt3 “viz 1. 27th October instant ; did not hear watchman say that track was
elear, or:that train had passed ; was in their employ only since day previous; felt
no apprehension in going out that morning ; thoughtall was right ; had no control
over;gravel ‘train when going on track ; there is a switch to the main track, and

“two. branches from that in the pit; the pit is on the Lake shore. By Mr.
Twitchell, was. awake all the time after starting gravel cars had run  cach about

miles, v L. :

Soanls e (Signed,)  E. J. McLEAN.
Chatham, Oct. 26, 1854, e

oggiuﬁtq: uvpon-the 'gra,vel irain at Baptiste Creel, and was acting assuch on the.

-Greuggz;y, and accused witness of having reported him; does not know the content

‘Joa,  Town of Gottenburg; was a passcnger in ears when collision took plade;

AT
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DWW, Twirenznn, of Tilbury West, being duly sworn, saith: that he is -

morning.of collision ; is in the employment of G. ¥. Harris ; the gravel contractor :
gaye;orderioiengineey; 10 go out-on the morning .of ithe 27th October instant ;
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witness was told upon particalar enqui
tohman Pat Pine fcr the last two months ; said Pine'was’’

passcd west; knew wa
io witness’s knowledge
jnstruetions 10 watch

morping. in summer for starting

eustom of going out earlier int
heen on train since the 26th Sep
took place ;

the red light of the revolving lamp to my

alighted splintexs from express

she man standing next to me was
if 1 bad secn the expross
nstrated with me {or rannng on train iime, but afte

carried the light even
recollect that enginecr remo

Mr. Gregory’s letter daid to cngineet,
somewhat fo this effeet, no hody den
Mr. Muir wrote to the eficet that, W
an hour late the gravel train might go; the

always sober and steady ;
‘cach and cvery night;

was on {ront cax casterly ; saxw the exrress

ries by waichman that the train had'.

. watchman had particulaz’
“eual hour iz from six in the
, and latterly,as troins were wwregular, adopted the’
he morning, say frem & 1o 54 o’clock A. M.; have:
tember; proceedec about 2% miles when collision” -
train approaching ; turned I
engineer o stop, and jumped off'; as he'-
train, flew over me ; it was very datk and foggy;*
killed, be was a colored man ; would-have
{rain go by myself ; do: nof:

Jack yon have reported me 3 his answerwa
ies it 3 since recelving Mr. Gregory’s letter,
hen the mixed and freight trains were half* . -
letier was addressed to Mr. -

Pollard ; on the

)

watchman yesicrday morni
me the train had gone by ;
yrevious. A few days

sleep, for it would be 2
¢; in the morning saw Pine.

f2il hearing the train pass

to‘watch and call w
guardian, could not

of an untruth, ¥ should have reported

thet he went oul on CXpIC
y to start to dump;
2], and said he might go out as it was neax at hand and.

10 dump, and there was

had consulted togethe

Wr. Banker wanted grave

hefore

ng about
he said he thought it
had cautioned him to be careful, and not to go to
dreadful thing to mect the express train; his business was o
Kettlewortl’s watch, 2. watchful )

951D insiant, ran about 1500 ft. -
10 o’clock, and said, Pat, I thought you told -

2 lon
him and disc

from ihe swileh ; saw the

had at 11 o’clock evening

g time ; had I found him guilty:
harged him ; on one occasion:,
Pollard and witness:’

ss train time,

Mr. Bunker, Mr.

. this was on the 25th and 28th insiant; -

no use in laying idle, and

there was plenty of time

gravel was wanted o ncar
contained in the rC
morning on the CXpress train
and if he did it he was not aw
on cxpiess train 1o My
asked J. Hogan for the ftrue
watchman had deceived me ;
confusion at the time; Pine
was instructed by M. Pollard
not by the G. W. .

' Chatham, 28th Cctober,

D. W. Poruarp; of Baptist
that he was in charge 0

sayeth:
Las control over gravel train €
to go, when {rains

nccident occurred was at

trains at night ; conductor has

at hand ; have a Dbook
d book and those he i

knowledge before DMr. Cregory’s letter;

w. Company.

1554.

are not due ;
Windsor ; watchman was in'the employ of Mr.

his duties were to watceh the frain,

watchman ;never 1o his knowledge ordered Mr.

of instruction ; but thoset
well acquainted with ; went out in the
once or twice ; knew it was his duty not to do it
are of it at the time ; by my watch was nevex ou
c have often

time (at, Baptiste Creck "Station); thought:that
did not arrest bim, had so much to think of in th
was cngaged by me and instructed in his duties;
to do so 3 watchman was paid by Mr. Harris, and

(Signed,)  D. W. TWITCHELL.

o Creek, in Tithury West, being duly sworn,
{ the ballasting ot Baptiste Creek undex Mr. JSEEEEY
far as to tell them -when to go out and when not
was not at gravel pit yestexday morning ; when!

i Hasris
keep engine clean and wateh the  regular
means or cannot do otherwise than trust thet
Twitchell to:go out on :

o

no other
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o eXpIess train time ; made enquiry from the watchman P. Pine ; this day was
_and is In possession of Red covered book of instructions and Gime table of mon-
day last ; received a letiex from Mr. Muir v-hen mixed and {reight trains are
_half an hour late to go out with the gravel tmain; it was talked th?betw.ccn Mr

_ . Bunker, r. Twitchell and mysell with regard the gravel trains going out todum :
S ata short distance ; do not know swhether what Mr. Banker said had reforence to thg
time _they should c?ur'np ; does not think if ther go out after the expross cars pass
Baptiste Creek going east, it would be again 4 1nstructions, becanse the express

! “{rain going west cannot come o1 for

N .ihe work being cagned on, and had no instrvclions from Mr. Ilamis to put the
‘ .grave;l train on during other than regular train time, or io violate any of the Com-
. pany’s rules ; had no other instructions besides those contained in red book whilst
he was conduetor of gravel train on other end of the rowle.
(Signed,) D. W. POLLARD.

 Chatham, 28th Cetober, 1554,

S TI?%M.S C. Grugory, resident engincer of the westexn division of G. W.R
- W.of Windsor, in the Counnty of Essex, being duly sworn, sayeth: that he ‘\V'l%‘.
:-'_,'mformAed both by Mr.  MeKenzic and Mr. Keitleworth i.hn% the srra.vcll.u'ains 1':;1‘11
on. main track during express train time, and that they were infringing on 1i1'c
Compan, s rules ; told Kettlewell that he considercd the conductor ?Pégoﬁsib.le
“and shortly afterwards wrote to Mr. McKenzie, letter marked No. GJLCI]]'OAil.lih":
upon him to see that Mr. Twitchell did not rum on oxpress fime, and ‘strictly
adhere to the rules 1o be off the main line twenty minutes before the rain is d y
had no intimation of any dereliction of duty “since writing the otier 1o g'?r,
MeKenzie natil this day; considers the prinﬂ:d rales pcr['nc?ly oood 1f the arc;

. Tollowed out’ by the employers of the Company, as they indicate great cy i
framing, and there is no {onlt to be found with them in any -u'iicuﬁlr 1l -

- nagement of this railvoad is eonducted with care in the cb1ﬁh£§i- of 1L°-( 1‘1'}'1'l 1? mai
= ‘fhat a_mll due care is taken towards the safety of the p‘asszbn ﬂ';-‘r*: : lnmins’ ? "

- instance of want of care or aliemiion on the part of M r. Brydees (;1' ails ztl:g;
-person inpower on the Board regarding the sale conduct of i‘ilcbt]":-l‘lll ”andysafei
of ﬂle p}izssengers ; there is dimger when a lence is down, and horses nntllc'zlxtt};i

) tha tennlo - Wiy By H - H e 1 .
: g:;ﬁ;%;a; “uCé:{a;I[‘iu. P_ollald did not notily witness that gravel trains were arriving

S : o Signcl CPHOL S 1 < 1T :
. Chathaimn, 28th Cciober, 1854, ( dy) | THOMAS. €. GREGORY.

f.;hai%h{?n; \:‘:a_cc:m;x;, oig ‘WT 11;(1501;,: .I_]',i,hr(,“ C(‘m_m y of Easex, being dnly sworn, sayeth :
. on the evening o the 26th left Windsor on train time at 7.10, or ag near to it as
. ,possﬂole : we passed the {rain at Rochester 19 miles from Winds]or : !L::k(lf.'i the con-
- ductor whether we had any other irains to pidss, said yes; we sl'mujldh IASS anoth
‘ixain at Thamesville, had left Ingersol at $.20, just two hours late n(-olor(ﬁn(ﬁ to Lle;
time table at Wardsville ; understood there was a message fron the ;:c;1;c11101‘obr of t}]
western - irain to the eflect that he would keep off th:é track., At E Aefrid o
'passed_other train that had left Windsor, four hours before us s went to L(;ﬂ;;l-c e
:_'évas‘ c;irculatfid tlln:ough the 1rain that the Westemn cxpl"cs; cngiﬁe had %;;TZS
. N - 2al . b4 - :
* dowan five rpiles this side London; went on slowly to London, and arrived about

)

: OME an hour oy MoIC, and nnder the circumstances
could not be due; my prinecipal duties were ' furnish every thing neecessary for

. 7 -
~one 0 cloc_k‘ a. m. ; about half past one heard the train leaving to go west, nearly
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* weeks ago T was coming up,

" no matter bow dark

| s

seven hours late, frains ir
walchmen at every switeh o
by conduciors; it is the prac
of their own, and when i was
Brydges that the

cwitehes 3 there is great carcle
4 or 5 miles without looking into
pot matter so much, bt i igafreqn
for gravelling are nol
frequrent aceidents.
aceident of the Jrd of Junc
¢ing, if il costa year’s revenuc.
money ; | wanted once
fences, and put
a train the right o
siders working by Telegraph o bad

Phinks this is

be made every seven or cight miles
he immediate collision ;
16 irregnlarities in
ome out against the ™
and when within

nin, and it was obliged 1o g

nothing about i
be cognizant of all il
gable for a conducior 10 ¢

met another ¢Xpress ir
almost i.mpossibic {for o
or foggy 1

irain to pa

could scarcely pass without
cmploy of G. W. R. W. Co.
my services about three
aniversally done in England but
exceptions ; had never 6Xpr
nagement of the road.

- Chatham, October 2810, 1554.

CrarLus JaMEs BRYDG
worth, being duly sworn, saycth :
W. R. W. for two years past;
rules and regulations, and they ar
thein quite sufficient if carried ©

srecantion that his judgment and
n the formation

juvestigation of 1
Mr. Scott a lotter

ihe trains and passengers 1
urpose of aiding in this
months ago received from
speaking 1n the highest terms of
way was conducted.  Mr. Scoit
she letter here to produee, dui €2
Tric Railroad, which is admitted
and exclusively by Telegraph 1
in my experience and

avelling so much out

n ihe main line, and &
e of all Railway Companies to appoint watchmen™ .

laie division Engiaeer,

irafic department
ganess in sending ond an engl
lic snatter, i it was but-one !

(it for long haxs,

. in Loudon, My, Drydges told me tou
Sent to Lake {Inron for lamber;
thousand pounds 1

hem in good repair.
{the roads afler another train has bee

he night, and cven if he was asleep
lhis knowing il; was
as division cngineer;
months ago.

essed to M.

zs, of the City of Hamilton,
have

ut by the employees of the Road ;

n the working of their trains. I
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juds : goi

of time the Company should haver .,
ot {rast to watchmen employed’ .

1 had instractions from Mr.” |
cing men at all the
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e worst corducted road in America. Afléry
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Y
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did not get the”
1000 1o cominence completing up the:
The system on Amevican roads is to give |
1 a certain time late ycom-, .
I secommended that sidings ghonld:

. 1o ensure ihe safety for a Jéng track ; knows
a person stationed over a. Eailway -should
the various departments, it is never excl-
lag of the Company ; SOmE three’
four miles or so of Chatham, we
o back to Chatham. It Is:
aware of it,
in his box it/ -
for 16 or 15 months in the -
Cornpany dispensed with
Having a waichman at every crossingis-
ot in the United States, with perhaps afew:
Brydges his approval of the general ma-: .-

L system

ss o waichman without his being

WILLIAM SCOTT.. °

(Signed,)

in the County of Went-

that he has been managing Directot of the G. "7
cntion. to framing

devoted much time and atd _
o contained in tbe Red Book No. 1 ; considers:t .
have taken all-.

led him to do forthe saiety of »
of the rules ; came down here for the. .
is deplorable gecident. A fews ™
entirely spontancous On his past.: -
which the business of the Rail-t
»s evidence being quite unexpected, he has not Gt
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to be the best on this continent, is worked solely:i+
will add to this that'™ -
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.- Western, that it-would have been impossible to do it either safely or satisfactorily
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.Chatham, 28th October, 1834,

.7 At'the Coroner’s inquest held at Chatbam, October the 29th 1854, the,jury
was: called (the Cowrt being kept open ¥ adjonwrnment) to view the body of
*“Thomas Ringston, who dicd of his wounds the residence of the Sisters of Cha-
ritylin whose charge he had been placed: said Thomas Ringston had his leg
"+ amputated in the cars whilst on their way '0 Chatham after the aceident of the
" 27th instant ; the jury then retiréd to mect at 6 p. m. on monday the 30th.
et {Signed,)  E. B. DONNELLY, Cororer.

The jury having heard of the death of Robert Mitchell, one of the wounded
.persons by the collision, procceded to view the body, and retired to meet at
‘adjournment. '

Ny = T
S XA

MR

SN , E. B. DONNELLY.
Chatham, 29th Oetober, 1854. : ‘
"Two children having died, the Coroner’s jury proceeded to view the bodies,

" one-of which about 5 or 6 years old, is supposed to be Eliza Robinson ; another, -

2w dnfant gt the Frepet, ppres wnbrown, e juer then proceeded to hear [forther

. evidence.

e

R (Signed,)  E. B. DONNELLY, Coroner.
" Chatham, Getober 30th, 1854

' Damer Moraw, of Tilbury West, in the Connty of Kent, being duly sworn,
. seyeths-that he is the tankman or pumps water at the tank the day hefore the
“brake. Mr. Pollard was at the tank; witness ohserved to him, you are doing big
*work those times ; he said there wwere six frains out that day ; witness observed
“that he Mr. Pollard was running on express time ; he answered that it was as.
wwell for him to be discharged by the Company for doing good work on express
time’as'to be ‘discharged by his employer for doing bad work, this conversation
took place the day belore the collision. ' : his
T (3igned,) DANL. » MORAN.

mark.

Chatham, 80th: Get., 1854.
Wriniav Scorr’s examination resumed ; was division engineer in the employ- -
ment of the Company; considers it necossary that a watchman should be
‘appoirited at every side track coming from a gravel pit on the road ; expressed
his-“opinion to Mr. Birydges as- to the necessity of baving such walchman
‘appointed ; came to Chatham to sce what was going on when he was asked by
'a juryman to come hefore coroner’s jury and give evidence, should have come
and/offered evidenee at all events; considers it every man’s duty in a case like
thisto come forward ; had witness been at gravel pit should not have come out a.
foggy night; Switchman at gravel pit is not usually a waichman ; when witness
a5 in‘charge of that gravel pit he always bad 2 watchman, whose duty it was -
e-that the'track was clear and keep cattle offy

R e : ' (Signed,) . WILLIAM SGOTT. .-

" N -

]

ki

hathain, S0th: Oct., 1654..".

i £

e

The

2t 7 o'
P
TraO4,
examin:
convey t
Was L n

upon CX

train ha:
Compas

Chailin
PPamn

snyeth :.
some 2.

" Agent

engine
took ak

on whi
him to
1old hiy
him oo
him 1y}
saw M
no; he
Mr. Ke
day w
raing
Plaing
collisy
{irat 1
golores
Cn qguas
matict
" expre
then;
had n
train i
S01C
wouk
condy
M. B
passe
Eost.
- being



e S

AT AL vy
AT PR et

sfal . Lily

u the old-

}ES.

the jury
: body of
s of Cha-

[ his leg

nt of the
1.

rOner.
vounded
meet at

LY.

bodies,
another, »
- further

'oner.

5L,

fore the
ing big
served
was as.
S XPress
rsation

mploy-
dd be
ressed
chman.
ted by
» come
se like
= out a
ritness
it was

(

s

SR e e st

TR T

T Ty e
R8T Rl R T S

2y s i AR

Sia il

i

T _,
S L Rmas

- express train

s

e e
The Court, at this-state of the proceedings,

at 7 o’clock. : o _ _ o
Chatham, Cet. 3ist, 1854. The coroner and jury met a8 pex adjowrnment, and -

{he roll being called and found correct, the Court proceeded 10 buginess. - .o .0
Tuos. €. Grueory being already swora, 528, instead of saying at his Arst:

cxamination, that the gravel train had yon opon EXpross 4rain time, he intended to .
convey that the 1rain had run 100 close UpTn CXpIess {rain time ; never knew theve . ..
~was o watchman at the pit; conductor i for gravel train ronmng,

responsibie
POl EXPIEss irain time, and considers @ his duty to ascertain whether express. .
train has gone by, if not certain, should not go out, and wounld be supported by the:

Company in this course. -
(Signed,) THOS. €. GREGORY..

adjourned till to-morrow evening .

Chatham, Oct. 318l 1854,

S
Parmicx Prve, of Tilbury West, in ihe Connty of Essex, being duly swort, i
sayeth : that he has beeu engaged at work at the gravel pits on the Lake share, for
some 24-days ; did not knosw at the time that Mr. '}.‘Wltchell-wa,s_Mr. I-Iarn.s’s‘-'i‘
Agent ; Mr. Twitchell, who sent after witness whose duty at the pit was to wipe
engine and get steam up in the moming, did nothing clse ; did not turn switches; ©°
took about & hours to wipe engine ; came with engine somg,zﬁme after dask in~.
the day time ; slept at hoarding housc ; engine went out at 4 o'clock ; could not.
sleep after having cleaned the enging ; had no orders to _Watch . had also _the*}
dredging machine 10 firc up.previous 1o firing the locomotive ; recollect morning ' |
on which aceident ocenrred ; had conversation with Mr. Kettlewell ; called upon::
him to wake him up s walked 1o the cugine, he asked me if'm train had passed, I
told him I heard onc train going Bast, he did not ask him what train it was; told
nim train had passed about 12 or 1 o’clock. Saw Mr. Twitchell ; did not call
him up that morning ; held conversation with Mr. Kettlewell outside the house;
cavw Mr. Thwitchell on the dredge, he asked me if I had called up the boys, 1 said”
no; he never asiked. me any question concerning the train ; does not know. why, "
Mr, Kettlewell asked him i the train. had passed; attended switch one spellofa . -
day when Syvitchman was sick ; d.oes not know his name ; heard,. but never saw, ..
{rain going by at night ; could tell if he took nouice \‘:"hlch way train went. Thos. . .-
Bains was present when Mr. Twitchell engaged him; when I left on day of,
collision was told to do so by Dir. Pollard ; did not see thern start that morning ;"
first heard of the aceident shortly altor turning into bed ; before day light, heard 2.,
colored wornan say 50 in the kitehen; gotup and walked towards the cars, -about:
a quarter of 2 mile from boarding heuse, met Iir. Twi ichell, asked him what the ;.
matter was, he said he could not tell;afier short fime told him, Wilness, that,
had tun into thera; mwitehell was alone ; it was jost getting light
ihen ; he asked witness whether he Jnew about the oceurience ; Was angwered not 3
had no iime table ner book, nor had ever had any. 1id not know there was. a’
train due from the Jast ; Mr. Twitehell asked me o 80 along with him and get:
some - of the Company’s men 10 iake him on a haud car to W indsor 3+ the .men
would not go 3 Tywitchell did not say why he wanted to go to Windsor ;. .saW, the
conductor next time at Baptiste Creel; had 1o conversation with cngineer thexe:
My, Ketilewell sald 1o me, Pat you rascal, why did you tell me the train had
passed ; witness said he had told bim the irain had passed, meaning ithad gone
Wast. Saw DMr. Dollard about 4+ F. M. I was going towards Mr. Mason,. and:
being tized, sat down there ; returned iowards boarding house, when My, Pollard,

E -




followed me, and said Pat, you had better clear out ; witness agked him what for,
_ Pollard said you will be arrested ; witness answered he wiis not afraid, did not

suppose they could hurt him . , .
this did not Irighten me ;¥ told him - could ner go as I had no money as far as
Detroit without it ; he then said, here is two dollars, and that will cury you to
. Detroit ; wiiness took the money, ~ent up stairs with Mr. Pollard to get his
clothes ; when Mr. Pollard said, leave your pag and 1 will send it to you to-morrow,
and drop a line to witness in Post~ Yifice with his money 1o wvitness ; supposed
the two dolars to be part ol iy wag = wenlio Detroit 3 had conversation with

is
l¢.
t

Mr. O’Conner at Windsor on satweay, and told him F wonld give myself up ;5

did this, becanse he saw his name prentioned in the papers as a watchman 3 Mr.

O'Conner said they could not huort wilness any ; wend back to Detroit and came

back this morning ; hearing sorme Person was Jooking for him ;  saw DM
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Kettlewell at Windsor this moming ; wentto Detroit on {oot ; Mr. Pollard said if' ¥

did not hurry, the cars wonlkl be alter me ; never saw any il setiing np at night;
thev used to call me watehman ; never told Mr. Nutter that he had informed Mr.
Kettewell that the train had passed about eight o’clock evening previous ; Mr.
- Nautter asked svitness if he vwas watchman, witness said he was ; ie was awake

~ till one evening before the accident ; met Mr. Mason in the moming ; told him,

about the break down, and thathe was blamed for it 5 witness said be was not to

blame ; Mr. Mason said he thought not; Pollard nreed witness fo go for about £

of an hour ; supposed he was advising me as a friend ; remained in Detroit antil

this morning. 'The men who refused to go 1o Windsor, were Mick Conlin,
Téatthew Innis and Pat Golden, they all spoke ; reccived instractions from Mr.

Tritehell and from Lir. Ketlewell concerning engiuc. :

B (Signed,) PATRICK PINIE.

Chatham, Oct. 31st, 1854.

© Tuomas Masox, of Tilbury West, in the County of Esscx, being duly sworn,
sayeth : thaton his return from the ruins, met My, ‘Twitchell, walked 1o witness’s
‘house about 200 yards from Dredging maching ; when at witness’s house had,
some eonversation with Mr. Twitchell, during which he aslked witness o conceal
hirm wntil such time ashe conld hear how things were ; witness told Mr. Twitehell
.10 stand his own ground, and look up like a man, not to run away on any
consideration whatever; asked permission to stop at witness’s house for two or
“three hours ; witness consented ; on wiiness returning from ruin the second time,
1 TT

By, T | chazread ‘o Bim o Afpsen mood God, wrhet ghell [odo:r witness

e . e, LTt R e i )

I e

P L

amswernd, Twichell go 10 Fourown ionrhaD ST, Al Ner BNE, O :
foot ; Mr. Thwitchell left the house, witness accompanied him part of the way to
und ; canstables from

el e e e e b

hia bosrding hanze, nersuading him to sfand his own gro

_

Chehemm cetne o whpest’s nowes eorririno iy Mro T na s 0TI RS BT LR

o'clock P. M. ; witness gave them all the information he could, and sert a man
along with them to find him there was no one present when the conversation
tock place between Twitehell and myself ; Twitchell observed to witness : In
. the name’of God what shall I do, £ killed 40 ou 50 poor souls, who never did me
- any-harm; whatever will they do with me, they’ll hung me i suppose ; he kept
‘crying all the time ; Mr. Pollard and Mr. Twitchell were together a short time in
" witness’s house up stairs ; FTwitchell sent for Mr. Pollard to see what he should
do'; if it was after Pollard and Twitchell had been together, that Pollard went

towards the dredge where Pine was ; had no diflicully in inducing:Pine to come

bir. Pollard said if they eanght him_they wonld ;|

4
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by Tead LU I e A B a1 £ 3 . "‘L, el
ot 4 dast wWinies winess Bl o sonlIne: on the gray By IFite

{or, orer the river to Windso I

aot and had 2 switehinan of his'ownj Were winning only doring the day,and had w6 *

id ; watchman j =owW weulewell on day of eoliision, Lot had no conversation with
as himn about the accidont s held the pit neadly Gve monihs ; Mr. Beotl was engineer -

tto - at this time ; held the pit curing e month of Jamupary, Febromy, Mareh, Al
his and part of Moy ; drving this e, aeither Mr. HBeott or the Company bad any

W, watchman (o guerd the track or keep cattiz ofl s Rir. Seoit worked the wack one,’

1 Gep t hard o seatchman dozing the time he

1 it eyt SN
Lree weels ; cannot say il Mr. !

two or

worled the pi.
(Si 3 THOMAS MASON, a

B

Ar. Chatham, 31st Oct., 1554
ne N
er IPROMAS S AITI, of London, County of Middlesex, being duly sworn, sayell :
(1 Mat he was engincer of the il express rain geing West, on which the collision”
it acenired on the 27ih - the nawne of the engine is Rein Deor; night was veiy dark
fr. and foggy ; bad 0o imtimation of o train of cars being belbre me § saxw a kind of
. dimn ligut like @ «lindow, and struck nearly at the same moment ; had no time to -
e fow the whistle ; cipelk 1o the car 1Lt smmbled over, and then crept out from

s thonght | boagd o into o train. Understood

the wood, steany and waier

AMONE
fuetly elenr; the dim Hght

the rood was por

might have been fen or twelve yards.
oft, when neveeived 5 driver of gravel tinin came [orward aud eiquired it any
hody was hoy, and ohserved it was o Lad Job, and oheerved they had been
sunning otl semo mornings thal way, and exnocted SOME aceident ywounid
happen ; snderstond they had o clear ‘rack from Bekid g told-tlfe track would
he clear By condustor and Mr, 1wl has heen eleven yoars
rumaing jocomotives ; $aW cngine that was hacking gra
24 -

the 8t Lawrence. .
| (Signed,)

Chatham, Oct. $ist, 1854,

2

s .
1 G W, Tannis, of Hawmilion, in e Dounty of Wentworlk, scing duly sworn, |
i sayeth that in ks conirnel with the 3, W, B W, Company, it waos not undersiood. :
1 hat the Company shomid have o watehman indepeadent ol the one he might
3 conduater, cngine Ariver, five-

have : there was nothing snid ahout a wwatehma 3

Ny Ll

man and wentioned in the coniract; ‘cannot
say whetber his conduetor hired X ihe trains as swell as fo wipe:
ihe engine and firc up, bt <honld have done so, this is the custom on all witness’s
gravel pits, except One, whiel isfar from the road at Stoney Creek ; that it
required twe, once at the pit and one on e regular line of the road ; took
possession of the gravel pit on the 191l of Mav, or the 19th of June ; docs not
know -which, comsiders oint and see after the

eiteh iender were the only officers
1 Pine to walch

~

3

i 3¢ 1he condunctor’s duly to app
waichman, breaksman and switchman, and is veaponsible for the performance of
their-duty ; wrote 10 5r. Pollard to see that M rwritehell had all the Tom-
pany’s inshmeticns : witness proposed that ¥ witcheli should be appoibied .
conductor, and Mr. Gregory consenied ; fireman cai have no control over’ +-
conduetor, i ihe conduclor Jees his duty according i his instructions, neither

“the fireman on cONAlior could have sy control over him as to the time of hig.
gunning  on tie @ ~would be his guide ; witness hads :

Compony’s e W :
given instructions o ¥ at all the other pits wheke.

3
£ 3y, Poliord to bhave walchlnen
he had been.  ILwasas gustorr

&
.3
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mory for witness 1o have a watchman at.gravel
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