
HM 4 THE LINDSAY CPR – CNR TRANSFER HERITAGE MODULE 
 
BACKGROUND 
  This module was the second to be constructed in the heritage series, and was originally a 16 x 12 ft square 
layout with fictitious track to permit continuous running. This layout has now been converted to a more prototypi-
cal end-to-end operation with potentially extendable end sections (see below) as space permits.  
  This module is an accurate reproduction of the area as it was in the 1950s in 1:87 (H0) scale, allowing “selec-
tive compression” as to distance, content and curvature to allow the model to be displayed in a confined space. 
  The core centre portion represents the area in Lindsay bounded by Lindsay St. N., King St., Caroline St. and 
just beyond Colborne St. E. Since the departure of the railways beginning in the 1960s, this area has been re-
developed to some degree, but a walk around allows identification of a few landmarks and five remaining build-
ings of that era. The buildings and structures have all been “scratchbuilt” from component materials. These are 
mainly styrene, foamcore, wood, plaster, paper, gasket cork, matte and cardboard. This module is wired for digi-
tal command control (DCC), but can be operated with conventional DC. The frames are constructed with 1x3” 
and 1x4” dimensional pine lumber, with a basic ½” plywood decking with 1” and 2” styrofoam “topping” to create 
raised contours. The track is manufactured Code 100 Peco and Atlas, and the turnouts are hand-operated. 
 
THE MODULE  
  This module represents the core section of the first and last railways into Lindsay, together with a transfer track 
that was established between the two railways. The CPR (arriving in 1904) station area is in the background, 
and the original right of way of the first railway into Lindsay in 1857 (see below) is in the foreground. The latter 
became part of the CNR in 1923 and its right-of-way continued to service local industries on the east bank of the 
Scugog, as well as handling interchange traffic with the CPR. Buildings that remain are 1 and 41, Caroline St., 5 
and 7 Queen St., and the building (somewhat altered and added-to) at the corner of King and Lindsay St. North, 
formerly the office of Waddell Lumber, Coal, Coke and Wood. Traces of the rights-of-way are also still visible. 
To the left of the centre core is the abandoned Hodgson Bros. chemical plant in what is now Rivera Park, and 
right behind the plant can be seen the right-of-way of the Georgian Bay & Seaboard Railway, abandoned in 
1937. The water tank was still there in the 1950s, but the turntable had already gone by then, although the pit 
was still visible. The gracious CPR “witch’s hat” station was demolished in 1964. Its unusual design survives at Uxbridge 

and Blyth on the CNR, and at Orangeville (moved) and Parry Sound on the CPR, among a few others. The commodious CPR freight 
shed lasted to the end of service in 1989. To the right of the freight shed was the Lindsay Flour & Feed Mill Co-
op that was soon to disappear. To the forefront were the storage sheds and offices of the Baldwin and Baker 
coal, coke and lumber businesses adjoining the CNR tracks, and at the far edge to the right near King St., the 
Master Feeds feed mill, all soon to be part of the past. Adjacent to Master Feeds were a number of smaller 
buildings that all belonged to the Waddell business. Today all the tracks and the bridge at Colborne E. have 
gone, as have the station, water tank and all the railway-related buildings. The connection between Lindsay St. 
N. and Colborne St. E. has been reconfigured into a smooth “S” curve, with a trace of the remaining railway em-
bankments on either side. The right side of the “short” module terminates just before where the CPR and CNR 
lines crossed as they proceeded south to parallel the Scugog River. The alternate “long” right module also in-
cludes the Waddell coal and lime sheds (gone), the former Northern Casket Co. factory (still there), the Dundas 
& Flavelle grain elevator, and on the way out of town, Allen & Hanbury’s pharmaceutical plant (both gone). 
 The left side of the core module is planned to be expanded to include the Schultz Diecasting plant (later 
Rocheverte Plastics), Reichold Chemicals and Union Carbide, all in the East Ward, with definite “selective com-
pression”, the station area at Dunsford, and the already built terminus section at Bobcaygeon that includes the 
station area at Park and Mansfield Streets, the nearby feedmill (both gone) and Christ’s Church, Anglican. 
 
CNR COMPONENT RAILWAYS:  
Port Hope & Peterborough Railway, chartered 26 December 1846; renamed the Port Hope, Lindsay & Beaverton Railway 18 December 
1854; opened for traffic to Lindsay 16 October 1857. Became the Midland Railway of Canada 24 December 1869; leased to the Grand 
Trunk Railway 1 January 1884; became part of the Grand Trunk Railway 4 May 1893. The Grand Trunk was in turn incorporated into the 
Canadian National Railways System 30 January 1923.  
ABANDONMENTS: Lindsay to Beaverton 1966, Lindsay to Haliburton 1981, Lindsay to Peterborough 1989, Lindsay to Uxbridge 1993.  
 
CPR COMPONENT RAILWAYS:  
Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & Pontypool Railway, chartered 26 March 1890; leased to the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1903; opened under 
CPR control 28 July 1904. Georgian Bay & Seaboard Railway, constructed from Dranoel to Port McNicholl, opened 29 October 1912.  
ABANDONMENTS: Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & Pontypool Ry: Lindsay to Burketon 1932, Lindsay to Bobcaygeon 1961 
Georgian Bay & Seaboard Ry: Lindsay to Orillia 1937, Lindsay to Dranoel 1987.  
In 1988 the remaining CPR rails in the Town of Lindsay came under the control of the CNR in a trade for trackage in Brantford, Ontario. The 
final sections of both lines were abandoned 15 September 1993.  
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