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The Intercolonial - 1876

July 1 2001 marks the 125" anniversary of the
completion of the Intercolonial Railway between the
Maritime provinces and the rest of Canada. This project,
which had been planned as far back as 1832, and which had
been promised in the British North America Act of 1867, was
fulfilled at last. Curiously, this anniversary is almost
forgotten today. Countless articles, and numerous books,
deal with the con-

Work then went ahead as contracts were let and
construction proceeded. However progress was slow and
several contracts overran their deadlines while some were
taken over by the Department of Public Works. In 1873 Saint
John and Moncton were connected to Halifax, and in 1874
the entire project was transferred to the Department of Public
Works. Soon thereafter the track gauge was changed from 5
feet 6 inches to stand-

struction of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway,
and most railway enth-
usiasts in Canada can
tell you that the last
spike on the CPR was
driven at Craigellachie
B.C. on November 7,
1885. But how many
know that the Inter-
colonial was completed
on July 1, 1876, and
how many can say
where the last spike on

the ICR was driven? Yet all practicab}e Speed.

IntErcOLONIAL RAILwaAYy.

EA43. Inasmuch a$ the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia,
and New Brunswick have joined in a Declaration that the
Construction of the Intercolonial Railway is essential to the
Consolidation of the Union of British North America, and to
the Assent thereto of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
have consequently agreed that Provision should be made for
its immediate Constraction by the Government of Canada:
Therefore, in order to give effect to that Agreement, it shall be
the Duty of the Government and Parliament of Canada to pro-
vide for the Commencement within Six Months after the
Union, of a Railway connecting the River St. Lawrence with
City of Halifax in Nova Scotia, and for the Constraction
thereof without Intermission, and the Completion thereof with

ard, so the remaining
portions were built as
standard gauge from
the start. The last two
years of construction
were the worst of all as
engineers and workers
braved the rugged
terrain of northern New
Brunswick and Que-
bec. Such structures as
the bridges across the
Restigouche and the
Miramichi were major
construction projects

the completion of the
ICR was of importance
-second-only to the: CPR
(if indeed it was second)
and its construction was
mandated by no less an
authority than the
B.N.A. Act which
created the Dominion
of Canada.

The first proposal for a railway to connect the colonies
in the east with Lower Canada was made in the early 1830s,
before railways even existed in Canada. The plan was to
build a railway from St. Andrews New Brunswick to Quebec
City. Plans were drawn and surveys made, but then the
Ashburton treaty of 1842 gave much of the intervening
territory to the state of Maine and ended the project for the
time being. By 1849 the scheme was revived, and plans
were made for a longer line from Halifax via Moncton (then
called The Bend), to the St. Lawrence valley and thence to
Quebec City, entirely on British territory. Despite the constant
shortage of money, some work was done. In Canada the Grand
Trunk was built, and an extension to Riviere du Loup was
completed in 1860. Also in 1860 Saint John New Brunswick
was connected by rail to Moncton, and several lines were
operating in Nova Scotia. In 1865 Sandford Fleming prepared
a detailed report of several possible routes for the ICR.
However there was no through route by the time of
Confederation in 1867. The importance of this connection
was not lost on the Fathers of Confederation, for section 145
of the BNA Act declared that it was the duty of the new
federal government to begin construction within six months
of Confederation and to continue “without Intermission, and
the Completion thereof with all practicable Speed”.

Section 145 of the British North America Act as printed in 1867. This act
was entitled “An Act for the Union of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick, and the Government thereof”. It was passed by the British
Parliament on March 29 1867 and went into effect on July 1, thereby
creating the Dominion of Canada. The importance of the Intercolonial
Railway is emphasized by the fact that section 145 required the new
Dominion to complete the line as fast as possible. Note that the word
“Speed” is capitalized. How many people know about section 145 today?

in themselves, but so
well were they built
that they are still in use
today, with newer and
heavier superstruoct-
ures. One by one the
contracts were comp-
leted and by early
1876 the only major
gap was in the Mata-
pedia Valley of Quebec. Soon this gap too was closed,
evidently with little or no ceremony, and on July 1 1876,
exactly nine years after Confederation, the Intercolonial was
opened for its entire length.

To commemorate this significant but unheralded
anniversary we are devoting an entire issue of Canadian
Rail to the Intercolonial of 1876, and to Sandford Fleming,
its Engineer-In-Chief. We will reproduce illustrations of some
of the major bridges and other structures on the ICR as well
as a selection of documents, advertisements and other
material of the era. Many of these illustrations are from
Fleming’s 1876 history of the Intercolonial. After a century
and a quarter this is still the best account of the construction.
Jay Underwood’s article on Fleming is very well researched
and casts a new light on one of the major participants in the
Intercolonial saga. In addition we will also reproduce a series
of very rare photos, some previously unpublished, of
locomotives and passenger cars with which the ICR began
service. These photos were taken in 1876, about the time of
the opening of the line, and were likely ordered by the railway
itself. They were kindly supplied by the New Brunswick
Museum and they show in considerable detail the choices
of passenger accommodation available to the traveller to
the Maritimes a century and a quarter ago.
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ANNO TRICESIMO ET TRICESIMO-PRIMO

VICTORIZEZ REGINA.

CAP. XVI.

An Act for authorizing a Guarantee of Interest on a
Loan to be raised by Canada towards the Counstruc-
tion of a Railway connecting Quebec and Halifoz.

{12tk April, 1867.]

‘N THEREAS the construction of a Railway conrecting the

Port of Riviére du Loup,in the Province of Quebec, with
the line of railway leading from the city of Halifez, in the Pro-
vince of Novae Scotia, at or near the town of Truro, in a line
and on conditions approved by one of Her Majesty’s Principai
Becretaries of State, would conduce to the welfare of Canada
and promote the interest of the British Empire :

And whereas it would tly facilitate the construction of
that railway (in this Act referred to as the railway) if payment
of interest on part of the money required to be raised for the
same were guaranteed under the authority of Parliament :

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Ma-
jesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament As-
sembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

1. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commissioners
of Her Majesty’s Treasury may tee, in snch manner and
form as they think fit, payment of interest at a rate not exceed-
ing four per centum per annum on any principal money not
exceeding the sum of tgreee million ponnds sterling, to be raised
by way of loan by the Government of Canada for the purpose of
the construction of the railway; and the Cominissioners of
Her Majesty’s Treasury may from time fo time cause to be
issued out of the consolidated fund of the United Kingdom, or
the growing produce thereof, any money requived for giving
effect to such gnarantee.

The first act relating to Canada passed by the British
Parliament after the B.N.A. Act was this one guaranteeing
interest on a loan for the construction of the Intercolonial.

REPORT

[NTERCOLORIAL REILWAY

MADE UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT IN THE YEAR 1864.
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Much work had been done on surveying alternative routes
for the Intercolonial. These were summed up in this report
published in 1865 by Sandford Fleming.

THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

——————tER—————

This important undertaking is progressing as rapidly as possible and already connects
the Eastarn Provinces with the leading American lines.

By 1873 work was progressing well as seen in this news item in the “Dominion Guide”. Connection between the railways of
New Brunswick and those of Maine had been established at Vanceboro in 1871, affording an all-rail route to central Canada
via Portland. However the Intercolonial would be entirely through Canada, and would be just as short.
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Some of the Prominent Structures on the I.C.R. Line

HNlustrations from Sandford Fleming’s 1876 History of the Intercolonial

Sandford Fleming was very
much concerned with the bridges on the
ICR. He was adamant in his insistance
that they be of iron rather than wood.
This caused considerable delay to the
project while the iron-vs.-wood
arguements were heard. Eventually he
got his way. and all but three bridges
were iron.

Fleming was not as particular
about other structures such as cuttings,
and even stations. As late as the 1950s
some of Fleming’s cuttings were causing
difficulty with snow plowing, as they
were too narrow.

As would be expected, many of
the illustrations in his book were of
bridges.

= S

The bridge at Trois Pistoles. It was
completed in 1873.

s & &
Bridge at Bic. Completed in the autumn of
1872,

The Rimouski bndge: Corﬁﬁlétéd at the end of 1872.
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LEFT: The bridge at
Grand Métis which
was completed late in
1874.

RIGHT: The bridge at Amqui
which was not finished until the
summer of 1875.

LEFT: The first crossing of the
Metapedia River at Causapscal.
Bridge completed in 1875.
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GENERAL PLAN, SEEWING THE I,ﬂ['-.\_Iij OF TilE
RESTIGOUCHE BRIDGE
RIGHT AND BELOW: The long el
bridge across the Restigouche,
leading from Quebec to New
Brunswick. Note the extra-wide
piers (still in use today) to break
up the ice. Work began on this
structure in the summer of 1870
and it was completed by Christmas
1875, In later days a road bridge
was built on the upstream side of

the piers, but this has now gone.

RIGHT: A winter view of one of the
massive piers of the Restigouche bridge.
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LEFT: The Morrisey tunnel, one of the
few on the line. After numerous delays,
it was completed in 1874.

RIGHT: The New Mills bridge,
one of nine on Division “L”. It
was completed in 1874.

LEFT: The Bridge at Tete-A-Gauche,
near Bathurst, completed in 1874.
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RIGHT: The Nipissiguit bridge,
built between 1870 and 1874.

LEFT: Aview of the Red Pine
Brook bridge under construc-
tion. It was finally completed
or December 10, 1874.

RIGHT: The cut stone culvert over the
Kouchibouguac river in 1874, before the

railway embankment was built on top

of it.
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| INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY,
GENERAL PLAN
shewing the Location of the
MIRAMICHI BRIDGES.

Sandford Flendng,
jsiv

ABOVE AND RIGHT: The i e
bridges across the two
branches of the Miramichi
river were the most impressive
on the entire line. A lengthy
article, or even a book, could
be written on the vicissitudes
of the construction of these
two bridges which were
comenced in 1870 and open-
ed in an impressive ceremony
held on August 26, 1875.

LEFT: A construction
view of the North-West
bridge across the Mira-
michi.
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RIGHT: The bridge across the Tantramar
river near Sackville. It was completed in the
summer of 1871.

: . - LEFT: One of only three wooden bridges on

i the line was this one, completed in 1871,
which spanned the Missiquash river. This
river forms the boundary between New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, so this bridge
was in both provinces.

BELOW: This bridge at River Phillip, near

the west end of Division “Y”, was opened in
1872.

BELOW: The highest %, , )
point on the ICR between )
Metapedia and Halifax
is at Folly Lake, Nova
Scotia, 607 feet above
sea level. This bridge
across the Folly Valley
was completed in 1872.
From here east the line

goes on to Truro and
Halifax.
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This map of the Intercolonial Railway was copied from a timetable folder dated November 20 1876, only five months after the
line opened. The folder is in very poor condition, as the paper is brittle and fragile, and some pieces are missing. However we
have attempted to reproduce the map, as well as the timetables on pages 128 and 129, to show the route and schedules of the

Intercolonial as it was when it was new.



01
JULY-A
UGUST 2001 121 CANADIAN RAIL - 483

L Map of the Intercolonial Railway in 1876
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Intercolonial Locomotives and Passenger Cars of 1876

The following photographs of Intercolonial rolling stock are from an album containing original prints made in 1876 and
annotated by hand. They were likely commissioned by the railway at the time of the opening of the entire route from Quebec Lo
Halifax. They show very clearly three types of locomotives as well as five types of passenger cars, ranging from the elegant
sleeper “Restigouche™ and the parlour car “Acadia” to the more spartan Emigrant sleeper 504. Sadly, no freight cars were shown.

All photos on pages 122 to 127 inclusive are courtesy of the New Brunswick Museum.

0-4-0 switcher locomotive number 98.
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e e

Sleeping Car “Restigouche” showing the berths on one side made up. Another interior view of this car appears on the cover.
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Parlor (sic) Car “Acadia”. Note the car name on the etched glass at the end of the clerestory.
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Emigrant (sic) Sleeping Car 504. Its interior is quite plain compared fo the “Restigouche’.
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On this page and opposite are two first-class coaches of the Intercolonial Railway. Opposite is car 40, complete with plush
seats, carpeted floor and painted canvas ceiling. Above is car 50, similarly fitted out; unfortunately there was no exterior view
of this car. The inscription on the door of car 50 reads “James Crossen manufacturer, Cobourg, Ont.”” There is also an
Intercolonial Railway notice posted on the end wall.



RAIL CANADIEN - 483

128

JUILLET-AOUT 2001

Intercolonial Schedules of 1876

These 1876 schedules are from the same folder as the map on pages 120 and 121. The folder includes information about
passenger and freight service offered by the ICR. Note that C.R. Brydges, formerly of the Grand Trunk, was now General
Superintendent of the Government Railways. What is now Matapedia was spelled “Metapediac™ (it's also sometimes spelled
“Metapedia”, making three different spellings!). Newcastle was then called Miramichi. a name to which it has recently reverted.
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