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AROUND 1905, two M.S.R. open cars, 2nd No. 233, Lot 10, left, and 
No. 333, Lot 8, right, were lined up on adjacent tracks, both facing 
east, for a photographer at Beresford and Wellington streets, in 
Point St. Charles. No. 233, on the regular Wellington route, has a 
sheathed blind side, while No. 333, a special car, has wire screen
ing only. Both cars were scrapped by the M. T. C. in June, 1924. 

Photo, Montreal Street Railway. 
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P"' ge 1 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING .
 

In complianc e w ith the Con s tt t u t ion and By-vLaws of the Cn n ad i a n 
R ailr o ad His to r i c-ol A s s o c i .i t.o n , I1 c, I L: ~ is ~rc '~' C'by gi.v~n i h i:1.t t h e 
A n.'T,H } JIIlc e ti p 8 o f i.J: f"'\s s(l •.: ~ ;"t i ,) n '1/ 11 be h ,:: l \~ i n r ( C' ( )({i ;~ {; 2 , lvio n 
t T 'ra n : .... ;.:u )~t;], ti.~_\ rt ('=; D1YI J"~r~·~, ~ r3 1 .... -r, !}e:.i. 1.c(:.1; g , I ) ::': j·.i i g 3 t l"E:: e t We s t ,r eal	 j : 

M ont r e al, a t	 t i :15 F'.M o n v~ viJ..r~c, (hy , J "',m a l'y i Zth , l 'l60 . 

R e :!"l 'J :c{:s of Oif lc e r s and Cornrri l rte e CL?ir-nl cn f e r t he y e ar 1959 
w i l .l b2 }}(:o :. d, a B "-' :l:..- d of Dir2 c t ')r c: \'1 t'L1. b (~ e Je c ted f or the y ea r 
l';<.: ~.1, ar,' '~·cl .:: h o t hc r buslric s s h :l:l1.S u -:::ted as rri a y p r o pe z-Jy c o rn e 

b efo r e t h e j-.,.:·"..:w ) !Jl .:,; ~·;:ing . A ll R ~: g'l 'l a l' a n d Hon orary GIfi c cr si und 
Membe r s in g ood stand i n g shall b e e l i ci i b l e to v ote a t t hi s Me e t irig , 

By Order of the Board of Directors , 

ASSOCIi'.. TION NEW S 
All rnembers a r e 

ur g e d to m a ke a s p ecial effort to att e n d 
t he Arinua l lv1e e ting to h e a r t h e reports 
o f wha t has b e c n , b y a ll a c c ounts , t he 

m o s t su c c e s s ful yea r in the h i s to r y of 
OU T A s s o c i a t i c n , As s o c i a t e rne rnb e r s or 
s u b scr ibers to the N e ws R eport , t h ough 
not eli gible to vote, a re a lso i nvited t o 

a tten d a n d a c qua iri t the rn s elve s with the 
affa i rs of t h e l\ s s o ci a ti o n as it c ornrnen 
c es i ts t w enty-ei ghth ye a.r of e x istenc e . 

A t the D e cembe r rneeti ng , t he Pres 
i d e nt i1 ppcinte d M r .A rrt hony Cleg g to be 
C h ai r m a n of the N ominating Ccrr..mittee 
to select c a ndidates for the 19t.. O d i r e c t 
orate and to r e c eiv e n orn i n a t ion s f r orn 
the m embership £0::; t h e v a r i o u s post s . 
M embers a re r e rrr ind e d that n o rrririat io n s 
rnu s t c a r r y the ass ent of the norrri n e e t o 
s t azi d i n e le ction a nd the nomin a tio n ITlUSt 
be s econded by another m e m b e r in good 
s t a n din g . 

Onc e again, the Treasure r has a sked 
us to r emind 8.11 rne rnb e r s to s ubrn it 
all b ills a nd onts t a ndin g a c c o u n t s t o h im 

as soon 3S p o s a i h l c , s o that he rna y c o m
pile h i s A n nua l R c p o it f o r t he rn e e tin g , 
T ho s e who rn ay h ave the n a m e s of n ew 
m embers to prop os e are asked to so in-

C . W.	 KENNETH I-iEA HD ,
 
Secretary.
 

form the Chairman of the Member ship 
C o rnrn itte e , M r , S t ephen Chca s ley, or a 
rne rn b e r of h i s C o rrur ri tt.e e , b e Io r e the 
m e e tin g. T hi s is t o e ri s u r e o r d e r l y p r o 
c essin g of rrie m b e r s h i p applications a t 
the prope r stage in t h e p r oc e e d crig s , 
Li k ewi s e, non-erne rribe r s a .ttendi n g th e 
m e etin g who may w i s h to join are i nv it 
e d to c ont act Mr. C hea s Iey before the 
m e eting c om rne n c e s , 

O U T': " NE W LOOK"_._ ....__.._--_ ._- - - - 
Pe rha p s our r ea d e rs 

will have b e en spoiled by the De c e mbe r 
issue of the N ews Re p or t , w h i ch w a s t h e 
fir s t is su e e v er pre par e d w h i c h w a s p r 
int e d e nt i r e Iy onrnul .ti H th , A n indication 
of the s h ape of t h i n g s to corne w a s per

h a p s ghe.:1 b y the Ia s t t wo p a g es, whi ch 
w e r e p r in.ted o n a n IBM Electric Type
w r i te r , T his month, we a re r e v ertin g to 

mimeo g r a p h r e p r o d uct i on of p r i n ted pa
ge s a s the other Io r m a t is rather too ex
p ens i v e fo r o u r b u d g et at the pr es ent 
t irne , Ho w ever, w e h o pe to have a p h oto 

cover wit h every is sue h enceforward, 
a nd to i n clude a p a ge o f photos almost 
ev e r y m on th a s w e Ll, These i m p r ove
m ents have come a b o u t a s a r e s u lt of 
rriemhe r s h e lping to incr ea s e ou r c i rcul
ation by ob rr:tinin g n ew n ames. Weare' 
very appreciative of their interest. 

( 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING ......... 0 

In compliance with the Con~titution and By:-Laws of the C;;>n<".dian 
Railroad Hist':)?'ir- ;l l As~;o ,:i . tLcn , Duli:;e is ~Y-:'c'C'by s;ivf-~n th.'lt the 
A:n.n'l~J IVlcetiJ18 ::) f i.hp.~\ss(l •. : ~2.t i , ) n v/.11 be 11<:: 1\1 iI';. T( C,(H,'i ;~(;2 . Ivlon
tr ~a.l ~r l ' a n.~ .... ;:lJ )¥t3.ti~. '.n~ (~~J!Y1J.Y!·;, ~ f, 1",.'1":. EJt:J.lt(:,L.g, 1 j:; :-:.: J·, "i 16 3tl" E:: et W' est, 
Montreal, a t ti :lS F'M on V~ vJ.riJ.::,:,d::l.Y) J P llwu'Y 12th, 1')60. 

Re:nC):cts of Offi . .-:: ers and Comrn:tte e CL?ir-mcn fer the year 1959 
w Lll ]:·2 }}C01.CJ , a f3 ... ", :lrrl of DiT2Ct')('<; Vlt'll. b(~ E-Jec.i(::'!d fOj'the year 
1':<>1, Cl.r ,,~ '~ cl,: h o-::h€-1' b·t ;. 81~1CSS h:).:n.sa{:t e d as JT-.2.Y prof-=r.1y cClme 
b e~o::: e ~.he J-~".:\'J, n ) .tJ1 .:;~ f; i.ng. All R~: g'l '!.a l· a nd Honorary GHiccrs"wd 
Members in good sta nding shall be 8~i6ible to vote at this lY'Leeting. 

By Order of the Board of Directors, 

ASSOCIATION NEWS 
All rnembers are 

urged to m .ake a specia l eff()rt to attend 
tr..e A!1.!lUal l-lieeting to h '28 r the reports 
of wha t has b€::en, by all a ccDunts, the 
most succe ssIld yea r in the hi.story of 
our Asso ci;:,.ticn. Associate m errlbers or 
subscribers to the N e ws Report , though 
not eligible to vote, are also invited to 
attend a nd <l. cquaint themselves with the 
affairs of the l'.ssociation as it cornmen
c es its twenty-eighth year of existence. 

At the December rneeting, the Pres
ident i1 ppcinted NIl' .Anthony Clegg to be 
C ha irma n of the Nominating Ccrr..mittee 
to select candidates for the 19(,0 di r ect
orate and to receive nominatic.. Ils fl-''),n 
the membership fCl~- the v a rioHG rosts. 
Members are reminded tha t no r.."ljnations 
must carry the assent of the nominee to 
sb.nd in election and the nomination n"1us t 
be seconded by another rnernber in good 
standing. 

Once again, the Treasurer has asked 
us to r e m.ind ;::\11 menlbers to subrnit 
all bills and o~ltst.anding ilccounts t o him 
as soon <:I s possH,:U::, so that he rnay com-

. J l' AIR t r ., c; n ' pl .e lIS nnua ,- CPOI' lor Hle rnee cLL, g . 

T hose who rn a)' h a ve the n an"le s of new 
members to propose are asked to so in-

c. W. KENNETH I-IEAHD, 
Secretary. 

form the Chairma. n of the Membership 
Cornrnittee , lv1r. Stephen Chea sley, or a 
m ernbc r of his Co;-rirnittee , before the 
me eting . This is to ensure orderly p ro
cessing of membership applications at 
the proper stage in the proce p.d: ,r.. es. 
Likewise, non-rnembers atten.di!lg the 
meeti n g who ma y wish to join are invit~ 
ed to contact Mr. Cheasley before the 
meeting commences. 

OUT': ItNEW LOOK ff _ -____ _____ 0 ____ _ 

Perhaps our r eRder s 
will hRve been spoiled by the Decembe r 
issue of the News Report, which WRS the 
£ir at issue ever prepared which was pr
inted entire ly on rnulti lith. An indic ntion 
of the sha pe of thirgs to come wa s per
haps Shc .:l by the h~ st t wo pages, which 
W81"f' pri:n.'i:ed on an IBM Electric Type
writE;r~ This month, we are r everting to 
mimeograph reproduction of printed pa
ges as the other fonn"t is rathe r too ex
pensive for our budget at the present 
tinle. However, w e h()pe to have a photo 
cover with every issue henceforward, 
and to include a pa ge of photos almost 
every month as well. The se improve 
ments have come about rts a result of 
rne.mLen, helping to incr ease our circul
ation b? obb:tining n e w names. Weare
very appreciative of their interest. 
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SWISS OPEN NATIONAL RAILWAY 
MUSEUM AT LUCEHNE. (inform.ation from "Eisenbahn-Amateur") 

On July 1st, 1959, the "Verkehrshaus del' Schweiz ", housing an excellent coll
ection of railway and tramway motive power and rolling stock, was opened to the 
public. . The proj ect is one in w h i ch the various Swiss railways, railway supply 
companies, enthusiasts and mod el railroa d e r s have cooperated. The initial compon
ents have been earmarked fa t s o rrre t i rne , Dur in g the m ont. h of June, rna ny of these 
engines and cars w ere rnov e d f r orn tem po r a r y s torage locations to the ITlUS eurn , 

Proba bly of rno s t historic si gnificance in the museum is a full-size working re
plica of the first steam Io c ornoti v e in Switzerland, a 4-2-0 t ender e ngi n e , n amed 
"LIM MA T"" the ori ginal of whi ch wa s built by Emil Kessler at K a r l s r uhe , Germany 
in 1847. The' r eplica wa s built fo r the 1947 Swis s H-d1wa y C entenary by the Swiss 
Locornotive tt, M a c h i n e C ornparry , Wi.nte r thu r , The origi n al locomotive opened ser
vice b etwe en Zurich and B ad e n over t h e s o - called " Sp;1'nisch-Brotli-Bahn" ("Span
is h Bun Railwa y " ) c alle d thus, c ollo qu i a lly, du e to a po pular c onf ection ma nufa c tu r> 
e d in B 3.d e n which w as m u c h sought - a ft e r in Zad e h . The proper name of the rail
way was t h e Northw estern Rqilway of Switzerland. 

Other e xhi b it s in the museum include an 0-4-6 tank locomotive, built in 1858 by 
Emil K e s s l e r in E s s lin gen . This engine, named "GENF" (!'GENEVA"), was built for 
the Swiss C entral Railway. On April 17th, 1858, it hauled the first official train 
from Basel to Olten via the old Hauenstein Tunnel. One hundred years later, the 
same engine hauled a special jubilee train over the same route. Then there is an 
0-2-2-0 v ertical-boilered inclined r ack locomotive, No. 10, from the Ri gi-Bahn, 
built in 1873. This engine much r es embles the Mount Washington Ra ilwa y e n gin e , 
" Old P e ppe r s a s s ", which is a fa rrri Ii a r sight, to visitors to t h e world's first r ack 
railway in New Harnp s hi r e , U.S.A •• where it is preserved a n d on e x h i biti on . 

Among the other rolling-stock in the museum is an 1881 0-4-0T engine f r om the 
Gottha r d Ra i Iwa y, an 0-4-4-0 IVl::>llet a r t i cu lat e d of 1903, No. 18, a narrow-gauge 
steam dummy from the B erne tram system, b uilt in 1894, also two 0-6-0T engines, 
one built in 1905, the other in 1912. The 1905 model is partially cut away to r eveal 
the boiler and cylinder construction. There ar e also three e l e ctr i c locomotives, 
on e built for the Burgsdorf-Thun Ra i Iwa y in 189 9, a n ot h e r for the Seebach-Wettin
gen Rai Iwa y in 1904, a nd a 2 - 10 -2 type engine built for the Ldts chbe r g R::oilway 
in 1913. Cars in the rriu s e u rn in clude a number of pa s s erig e r and godds wagons of the 
era of 1859, some originals while others ar e replicas. The m.useum also possesses 
both hors e-drawn a n d electric s t r e e t ca r s of man y e arly types. 

DUES: Our r eaders are r emind ed that subscriptions 
for the publication year 1960 a r e now payable. Those who 
have not yet done so a r e invited to send in their $ 2.00 remitt
ances to Ni l' . A.S. Vi albrid g e, Tre asurer, Canadian R::>ilroad 
Historical A sso ciation, P.O. Box 22, Station liB", Montreal. 
Cheques or m one y o r ders shou ld b e pa y abl e in C::onadian funds 
at par in Morrt r e a L, Re gu Ia r m embe r s , r esident in the Morr
treal a r e a , should pay their r egular m ernbership fees to Mr. 
Walbridge a t the A n n ua l Meeting in J ariua r y, 
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SWISS OPEN NATIONAL RAILWAY 
MUSEUM AT LUCEHNE. (information from "Eis-enbahn-Amateur") 

On July 1 st, 1.959, the "Verkehrshaus der Schweiz fI j housing an excellent coll
ection of railway and tramway motive power and rolling stock, was opened to the 
public. The project is one in which the various Swiss railways, railway supply 
companies, enthusiasts and rnodel railroaders have cooperated. The initial compon
ents have been earmarked for SO{:cle ti rne. During the month of June, many of these 
engines and cars were moved from temporary storage locations to the museUlU. 

Probably of most historic Si gnificance in the museum is a full-size working re
plica of the first steam locoruoi.:ive in Switzerland, a 4-2-0 tender engine, named 
"LIMMA Til" the original of which was built by Emil Kessler at K1.r1sruhe, Germany 
in 1847. The' replica was built for the 194 7 Swiss H'=dlway Centenary by the Swiss 
Locornotive ~ Mpchine Compa.ny, Winterthur. The original locomotive opened ser
vice between Zurich and Baden over the so-called "Sp3'nisch-Brotli-Bahn" (flSpan
ish Bun Railway") called thus, collcq1..ially, due to a popula r confection ruanufacbr
ed in B'1den which was much sought-after in Zurich. The proper name of the rail
way was the Northwestern Rqilway of Switzerland. 

Other exhibits in the museum include an 0-4-6 tank locomotive, built in 1858 by 
Emil Kessler in Esslingen. This engine, named "GENF" (I'GENEVA "), was built for 
the Swiss Central Railway. On April 17th, 1858, it hauled the first official train 
from Basel to Olten via the old Hauenstein Tunnel. One hundred years later, the 
same engine hauled a special jubilee train over the same route. Then there is an 
0-2-2-0 vertical-boilered inclined rack locomotive, No. 10, from the Rigi-Bahn, 
built in 1873. This engine much resembles the Mount Washington Railway e ngine, 
"Old Peppersass't, which is a familiar sight, to visitors to the world's first rack 
railway in New H 3.mpshire, U.S.A., where it is preserved and on exhibition. 

Among the other rolling-stock in the museum is an 1881 0-4-0T engine from the 
Gotthard R;:>ilway, an 0-4-4-0 M",llet articulated of 1903, No. 18, a narrow-gauge 
steam dummy from the Berne tram system, built in 1894, also two 0-6-0T engines, 
one built in 1905, the other in 1912. The 1905 model is partially cut away to reveal 
the boiler and cylinder construction. There are also three electric locomotives, 
one built for the Burgsdorf-Thun Hailway in 1899, another for the Seebach-Wettin
gen R;:.ilway in 1904, a nd a 2-10-2 type engine built for the Ll:Jtschberg R:>i1way 
in 1913. Cars in the m.us eum include a number of passenger and godds wagons of the 
era of 1859, som.e originals while others are replicas. The museum also possesses 
both horse-dr~wn and electric stree tCil.rs of many early types. 

DUES: Our readers are reminde d that SUbscriptions 
for the publication year 1960 are now payable. Those who 
have not yet done so are invited to send in their $ 2.00 remitt
ances to Nil'. A.S. WaJbridge, Treasurer, C~nadian R~i1road 
Historical Associa tion, P.O.Box 22, Station "B". Montreal. 
Cheque s or money orde rs should be payable in C~nadian funds 
at par in lv1ontreal. Re£,ular m embers, resid e nt in the N10n
treal a rea, should pay their regular mernbership fees to Mr. 
Walbridge at the Annual Meeting in J "l.nuary. 
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MONTREAL STREET RAILWAY 
..SINCil:-~-TRlJ~l<O~~~~~~RS_~~•••••••••••••••••••••••• by Richard M. Binns. 

MlJCH NOSTALGIC MA TEHIAL has been written a b ou t open electric 
streetcars in North f merican cities and towns. It is not the intention here to 
dwell further on the social add recreational aspects ofthese cha r ming vehicles. 
Suffice it to say that no public conveyance d ev e l cp e d s i n c e could provide a more 
exhilarating. congenial and pleasant ride on a fin c d ay. 

In view of the highly successful r estoration of the A s s o cia t i o n ' s single
truck open c ar, No.8, and conside rin g t h.a t this c ar is a Irn o s t i d entical to, and 
typical of M ont r e a l Street R ailway o p en cars a r oun d 1900, it mi ght be interest
ing a t t his t irne to s et down whatever d ata is availa ble on Montreal open cars. 
With the r apid m arch of progress in all forms of transportation, these street
cars of a n e arly type are fading relentlessly into the past. No doubt, a gener
ation henc e they may seem as improbable as sedan-chairs do today. For pur
pos es of record, then, before all is lost and forgotten, the writer has endeav
oured to classify these cars and to give wha t ever physical details can be found. 
Our source of material is the official rollin g stock r ecords of the Montreal 
Stre et Railway Company and its successor, Montreal 'I'r-arnways Company sup
ple rn e n t e d by rather meagre photographic evidence. lJnfortuna tely, existing 
offic ial r ecords commence only a t the y e ar 190 2, but a s most of the open cars 
were in existence a t that tirri e, a fairly complete listing c an be m ade. 

Open c ars did not, of course, originate with the e l e c t ri c r egim e. lViontr e al 
City Pa s s eng e r R ailway had a number of hors ecars of that pattern for sumrner 
use. These were very light vehicles having six or seven b enches a n d no body 
pa r titi ons , Axles were c arried in c ast iron pedestals which were bolted direc
t l y t o the body. T h ere is no official record of t h es e ho r s e c a r s , but they b0 1' 2 

odd numbers up to at l east the l20s. A ft e r e l e ct r i c operation commenc e d in 
the fall of 1892, some of these hors ecars wer e retained and used as trailers 
coupled to the electfic cars until about 1896. A few more were sold or leased 
to the M on t rea l P a r k & LsIand R a i l way for use as tra i l e r s , 

L OTS 1 A ND 2 

T h e fir st electric c ars appeared on the streets in the early summer of 
1893. The r e is some myste ry about some of these first e Iect r i c s , The roster 
of 1902 shows twenty-two of them then in existence, d esignated as Lots 1 and 2. 
A m ong them are seven cars which, if the dates are correct, are certainly for
m e r ho r s e ca r s , converted for electric operation. 

L o t No . Car No. Builder---- ~~ ..!--e~8..th of Body ~rapP.!2_-_ ._-- 
2 27 N.& A.C. L arivi ere 1886 16 feet 1910 
2 35 " 1890 " 1906 
2 47 If " " 1911 
1 51 Schenectady 18 86 " 1910 
1 53 " " II " 
2 57 J .Ms J'orie s ' Sons, Watervliet 18 79 18 feet 1909 
2 59 N.t !' .C. La riviere 1886 16 feet 1911 

l 

News Report - 1960 

MONTREAL STREET RAILWAY 
_ S I~~~ - T Rue ~..!:If!:Lf!" RS _e.!.!. • .......................... by Richard M. Binns. 

MUCH NOSTALGIC MATERIAL has been written about open electric 
streetcars in North f merican cities and towns. It is not the intention here to 
dwell further on the social arld recreational aspects of these chFt rming vehicles. 
Suffice it to say that no public conveyance deveLred since could provide a more 
exhilarating, congenial and pleasant ride on a fin c day. 

In view of the highly successful r e storation of the A ssocia tion's single
truck open car, No.8, and considering t hat this car is ;:\lInost ide ntical to, and 
typical of Montreal Street Railway open cars a round 1900, it might be interest
ing at this tirn.e to set down whatever data is available on Montreal open cars. 
With the rapid m a rch of progress in all forms of transportation, these street
cars of an early type are fading relentlessly into the past. No doubt, a gener
ation hence they may seem as improbable as sedan-chairs do today. For pur
poses of record, then, before all is lost and forgotten, the writer has endeav
oured to classify these cars and to give whatever physical details can be found. 
Our source of material is the official rolling stock records of the Montreal 
Street Railway Company and its successor, lvlontreal Trarnways Company sup
plem.ented. by rather meagre photographic evidence. Unfortunately, existing 
officia.l r e cords commence only at the year 1902, but as most of the open cars 
were in existence at that tiine, a fairly complete listing can be made. 

Open cars did not, of course, originate with the electric regime. lviontrea1 
City Prlssenger Railway had a number of horsecars of tha t pattern for sumrner 
use. These were very light vehicles having six or seven benches and no body 
Imrtitions. Axles were carried in cast iron pedestals which were bolted direc
tly to the body. There is no officia l record of these horsecars, but they bo r? 
odd numbers up to at least the 120s. ..."-fter e lectric operation commenced in 
the fall of 1892, some of these horsecars were retained and used as trailers 
coupled to the electfic cars until about 1896. A few more were sold or leased 
to the Montreal P a rk & Islcmd Railway for use as traile rs. 

LOTS 1 l~ND 2 

The first electric cars appeared on the streets in the early summer of 
1893. There is some Inystery about some of these first electrics. The roster 
of 1902 shows twentY"'two of them then in existence~ designated as Lots 1 and 2. 
Among them are seven cars which, if the dates are correct, are certainly for
aler horsecars, converted for electric operation. 

Lo t r'Jo. Car No~ Builder Date .!--e~8..th of B~ ~rapp.!2_ ---"--- ----
2 27 N.& A.C. Lariviere 1886 16 feet 1910 
2 35 II 1890 " 1906 
2 47 'f " If 1911 
1 51 Schenectady 1886 11 1910 
1 53 If " 1/ If 

2 57 J .M.Jones' Sons, Watervliet 1879 18 feet 1909 
2 59 N.t ".C. Ln riviere 1886 16 feet 1911 
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The remaining fifteen cars of Lot 2 on our 1902 list were built by Lariviere and a r e 
d ated 1893; 

Nos. 1, 3,5,61,67,69,73,77,95,105,109,11,113,117,119. 

Thes e w er e a l s o v e r y s mal l cars w ith 16' a nd 18' b o d i e s, w i thout b ulkhe a d ". 
T h e nurri b e r i n g and s i z e I rid i c a t e tha t they too m.ight h a v e b e en I o r rn e r }w r s e c a r s j if 
so, why a re the y d ated 18 9 3 '? Were they altered or r e b uilt arid t.h c r efo r e c on s ide r « 

ed to b e n ew electri c ca rs '! Vi e do not kIlO','I . T here i s gC' ':)c r c a.s on TO bc Iiev e that th~T e 

w ere ten m o re in th is g ro1J.p, wii ich w e r e d estroyed in the H\ ;r~ l--: , ; la ga c a r ba r n fire of 
189 8 - - Nos . 6S, 75 , 31 , 8 ') , 91 , 9 3. 10 1, l i.:7, 1 15 , 121. N '.J pb .Y!,() or I;l an of the se littl e 
o p e n- e n d e d c ars has come t o J. .~ g llt . A ll twerrty -r two which appe a r on the 1902 roster 
w e r e scrapp ed be tw e e n 19 06 a n d 1913. 

L O T 3 

In J une, 1893, the Company r eceived t en ca r s from th e S t.Charles-Fringle Comp
a ny of Bellev i 1.le , Ontario . Here , w e are on sounde r g r o un d , Thes e c a rs ha d a moni 
tor r ob f , buIk.h ead s , and benche s on en ch p.le.tfo r m , rna kin g ni n e b enches in a ll . They 
w ere designaLed L ot 3; 

N o . L e. :·:.Et!l~ __~~!?.?j.'y ~~fi.tE_ 0'1~.!~l!. Dis oo s a l 
-"'~,- .._-

7 18 f e et 2 7 f e et, 6 inches Scrapped 1911.
 
9 " " L o st i n 18 9 8 fire.
 

11 If S crapped 19 11 .
 " 
13 ff i 'YU? " " 
15 " " L o s t in 18S18 fir e . 
17 " S c r a p p ed 1903 . " 
19 " L o s t in 18 9 8 f ire." 
21 " " S c r a ppe d 19JO . 

If ,.23 Lost in 1;]9 8 fire.
 
123 19 f eet Scra ppe d 191 3.
 

Obviously, t his g r o u p w as given former h o r s e c a r n u m b er s with t h e l ast, No.123, jurn> 
pin g t he myste r i ous Lots 1 and 2. D u ring t he fir st surnrn e r of electric ope r a tion, the 
C o m.pa n y a ppea r s to h ave had, therefor e, 4 2 electric open c ars, 

In July of 189 4, fi ft e en a d d lti o n a l c ars of Lot 3 w er e r e c eiv ed from the St s Cha r Ie s
Pri n gle Compan y . T h e y were n u m b e r e d from 13 5 t o 16 3 (N O T E; All o p en c ars bore 
odd num b er s only . ) No s. 1'~5 and 149 were l o st i n t h e 18 9 8 fi re and No.163 w as sold to 
Guelph in 190 8. The r e m a i n d er w ere scra p p ed in 19 10 a n d 1913. 

L O T 4 

B efore the last fift e en units of Lot 3 w er e r ec eive d, however, in MB.y 1894, five 
nine-bench cars w er e r eceiv e d f r orn the Ottawa C a r M r> n u fa c t u r i n g Cornpany and d es
i gna t ed Lot 4 . The l en gth of body w a s rrin e t e e n f e et , a n d ov e r all l en gt h 28 fe et; t hey 
w er e n u m.ber ed 125 to 13 3 ; n o . 125 wa s s c r a p p cd in 19 10, Nos. 12 9 a n d 131 in 1913, 
while nos. 127 a n d 133 w er e sold to the Guelph R a d i al R a i lwa y in 1905, 
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The remaining fifteen cars of Lot 2 on our 1902 list were built by Lariviere and are 
dated 1893; 

Nos. 1, 3,5,61,67,69,73,77,95,105,109,11,113,117,119. 

These w e r e also v ery sm8.11 cars with 16' a n d 18' bodi e s, \vithout b u lkhead" . 
Th e l1m nbering and size indicate that they too rnight have be e n forrn.e r 11Orsecat's; if 
so , why are the y dated 1893 '? Vv ere t hey altered or rebuilt aL:!d t~-l c r efo r e c O!J Eid.e r
ed to be new ele c t ric cars'? We do not blOW . There is gcC'c. :rcaCOll to bcEeve thatth~Te 

w ere ten more in this gro1J.p . v!11ic h werp. destroyed in the Ht; I~:n . ~l;:lga ca r b a rl1 fire of 
1898 -- N03 . 65, 75 , 31 , 8') , 91, 93, 101, l'.!7 , 115 , 121. NC) ?b t'':.o or l)la n of tbe s e little 
o pen-en d ed c a rs h a s come t o U g.ht . lUI twenty-hvo whi c L appea r on the 1902 roster 
wer e s crapped b e tween 19 06 a nd 1913. 

L OT 3 

In June, 1893 , the Company rec e ived t en crus from the S t .Char les-Fring le Comp
any of Belleville, Onta rio . Here , we a re on sou nde r ground. These c ars h a d a moni
tor r cbf, b ulkhE.ad s , a nd benches on ei'l ch p12ti orrn, rna kiilg nine b enche s in a ll. They 
w e re de s i gnat.ed Lot 3;-

No . 

7 

9 
11 
13 
15 
17 
19 
21 
23 

123 

18 feet 
H 

If 

1/ 

II 

" 
" 
" 
If 

19 feet 

27 feet, 6 inches 

" 
1/ 

1/ 

" 
1/ 

If 

1/ 

" 

D i snoS8.1 _ _ _ ,,-li._ .. ___ _ 

Scra pped 1911. 
L ost in 1898 fire. 
Sc rapped 1'11 1. 

If i') U7 . 

Lost in 18S18 fire. 
Scrappe d 1903 . 
Lo st in U398 fir e . 
Scrapped 19 10 . 
Lost in 1;)98 fire. 

Scrapp e d 19 13. 

Obv iously, this group was given former hors e car n um.bers with the l a st, No.123, jurn
pirl g the myste rious Lots 1 and 2. During the first surnme r of electric opera tion, the 
Cornp.sny appea rs to have had, the r efore, 42 electric open cars. 

In July of 1894 , fift een Cl dditiona l c a rs of Lot 3 were r e ceiv ed from the St.Charles
Pringle Company. T hey were n umbered from 135 to 163 (NOTE; A ll ope n ca rs bore 
odd numbers only.) Nos.1 15 and 14- 9 were lost in the 189 8 fire and No.163 was sold to 
Gue lph in 1908. The r emainde r were scrappe d in 1910 and 1913. 

L OT 4 

Before the last fift een units of Lot 3 w e re received, however, in May 1894, five 
nine-bench c a rs were rec e ived £l'oIn the OttA wa C a r Mr>nufactur ing Cornpany and d e s
ignated Lot 4. The length o f body was ninetee n f ee t , a nd overall l e n gth 28 feet; they 
w e r e numbered 125 to 133 ; no .1 2 5 wa s scr rtpped in 191 0 , Nos. 129 a nd 131 in 1913, 
while nos. 127 a nd 133 w e re sold to the Gue lph R'ldii'l.l R?ilway in 1905. 
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LOT 5 

In August 1895, we find ten rnore open cars added to the fl e et, making a total of 
62. These we re the product of the Toronto Railway C o rn pan y , and wer e mo r e clabo~c 

ate. S t a in.ed glass window s w er e fiti "'d in t h e U P I' 2 r' pa r t o f the bul k h e a d s , anJ U lC 

seat e nds we re c a st w ith o p en scrollwo rk. The se w ere the fi r st cars with 2 0 - f o o t 
bodies and t en benches. 

Lot 5 -- Nos. 169 - 187. 

(NO TE: T he numbers 165, 167 are mi ssing between Lots 3 and 5. They may hav e 
b e l on ged to c a rs sold or d e s tr o y ed pr i or t o 1902.) 

Nos. 173 a n d 185 of the T o r o n t o group wer e lo st in the 1898 fire, a n d r ern.a i nd e r 
wer e s crappe d in 19 13. The C om pany was p r ou d 01" t hese fine c ars; we find an item 
in the Mont r e a l "Gaz e tte " o f t ugu s t 28th, 1895, as Io i l o w s r

fl E:XCUhSION T E O L L E YS - The M.S .R . h a s t a ken a n othe r s t ep forward 
in it s rr. a roh of progress . Late s t additio n t o it s rolling stock ar e ex cu r 
sio n t r a i n s s pe c i a ll y built for the purpos e intende d, h and som ely i l l urrri n> 
at e d and s e t off w ith stained glass. The c ars are at the se rvice of those 
who want to se e the city a n d do n o t wan t to hir e hacks. There are four 
.notor ca rs a nd f o u r trailers a t aa che d to t his pa r ti c u lar branch of the 
s y ste m a nd when hir ed only the best con du ctor s a n d rn cto r rn en are in 
char ge. On M onday ni ght, the G rand T runk Railway B o a t i n g C lub h eld an 
enj oyable outin g with 400 participants. Mr. M cDonald , Su pe rint enden t , 
s a ys "Thes e ex c u r s i o n cars a r e quit e the r a g e in a ll t he bi g ci ti e s of the 
States, and we are introducing t h ern to bJ10ntr e al." 

and again, on September 27th, 1895;

" Special car No.17? was us ed b yth e se rgean t s of the Vie s on a tour a r ou n d 
the city after e m b a r k ing a t St. C atherine a nd University Stree t s . Two or 
thr e e bug l e r s a n d drummers e n liv en e d the journey s orn ewhat ;" 

H er e w e c orn e to a curious br e a k in t he numb e ri n g seq uen c e . 1: ft e r the last Tor
onto c ar, t here ar e t en v aca n t n u mbers. Nos . 18 9- 207. On e c annot h elp speculating 
that these we r e , pe r h a p s assigned to a g rou p of t en c ar s, whi ch for one r e ason or an
oth er w er e c an c elled o r neve r d elive r ed . 

L O T S 6 A.ND 7 

T'h e yen r 1896 s a w a large influx of new open cars, twenty by Larivier e and thirty 
bui lt by M . S . R . in its H o c h e laga shops. This marked the b e ginning of a p e rio d of s e v r 
e r a.l yea r s during which the lVi. S . H . built its own cars , both open and closed. Both 
Lots 6 and 7 in 1896 we r e twenty-foot, t en- b ench ca r s. 

Lot 7, M.S.R. Nos. 209 to 267 inclusive.
 
L e t 6, L ariviere, H 269 to 307 inclusive.
 

Nos. 301 to 307 were built with a rath er flat c anopy roof and iron posts, this 
latter feature while perhaps not unique, was unusual in cars of that period. 
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LOT 5 

In August 1895, we find ten rnore open cars adde d to the fle e t. making a total of 
62. These were the product of the Toronto Railway Company, and wer e mere elab or
ate. St;sined glas3 win dows were fit"t p. d in the UPI' 2 !' prt rt of t h e bull<-1.1. e a ds , CinJ the 
seat ends were cast with open scr ollw ork. Thes e w e re the first cars with 20-foot 
bodies and ten benches. 

Lot 5 -- Nos. 169 - 187. 

(NOTE: The numbers 165, 167 are missing be t ween Lots 3 and 5, They may have 
belonged to cars sold or destroyed prior to 1902.) 

Nos. 173 and 185 of the Toronto group were lo st in the 1898 fire, and remainder 
were scrappe d in 1913. The Corn v my was proud of t hes e fine cars; we find an item 
in the },/[ontr e al "G::tz e tte " of t u gu s t 28th, 1895, as fol l ows ;-

" EXClJl~ SION TROLLEYS - The M.S . R . has taken another step forward 
in its IL~ }' ch of prog r e ss. Latest a ddition to its rolling s t ock are excu r 
s ion tr?.ins specia lly built for the purpose intended, handsomely ilhunin
ateJ and s e t off with stained glass. The cars are at the service o f those 
who want to see the city and do not want to hire hacks. There are four 
.notor cars and four trailers at~1.ched to this particular branch of the 
s ystem and when hired only the best condu ctors and motorme n are in 
char ge . On Monday ni ght, the Grand T runle Railwa y Boati ng Club held an 
enjoyable outing with 400 participants. Mr. McDonald, Superint endent, 
says "These excursion cars a re quite the rage in a ll the bi g cities of the 
States, and we are introducing t hem to Montr e al. " 

and again, on September 27th, 1895:-

" Special car No.177 was used bythe sergeants of the Vics on a tour around 
the city after eITlbarkin g at St. C atherine and University Streets . Two or 
three buglers and druITlITle rs enlivened the journey sornewhaL tI 

H e re we corne to a curious break in the numbering sequence, P fter the last Tor
onto car, there are ten vacant numbers, Nos . 189- 2 07. One c annot help speculating 
that these were, perhaps assi gned to a group of ten cars, which for one rea son or an
other were c ancelled or never delivered . 

L OTS 6 AND 7 

T he yen r 1896 saw a lar ge influx of new open cars, twenty by Larivier e and thirty 
bu-i.: t by M .S.R. in its H ochelaga shops. This marked the beginning of a period of sev;, 
eral years during which the M .S.R. built its own cars, both open and closed. Both 
Lots 6 and 7 in 1896 we re twenty-foot, ten-bench cars. 

Lot 7, M.S.R. 
Lot 6, L a riviere, 

Nos. 
11 

209 to 267 inclusive . 
269 to 307 inclusive. 

Nos. 301 to 307 were built with a rather flat c anopy roof and iron posts, this 
latter feature while perhaps not unique, was unusual in cars of that period. 



C.R.H.A. News Report - 1960	 P ?,ge 6 

Nos . 215, 2 2 3 , 227, 233, 267, 28 3 were lost i n the 189 8 fir e. T h e r emainde r 
w ere sc rapped in 1915-16-17. 

LOT 8 

In M ay, 18 9 7, M . S . R . t u r n e d out twenty-fi ve m o r e c ar s, Lot 8 . N umber e d 3 0 9 
3 5 7 i n clu s ive , these were also t cn-i hcn ch ca rs , tw ercty- rd. :: .~.e :fee t ov e rall. T h e c a n

o p y t :,/ ;)C r oof a nd iron p o s t s w e r e adQr,ted as sb::.ndc; :"·d . Th E: d e si gn w as s irnpl e and 
r a : ;':< ' l ' suste r e ; j ; : J. ~ [:d by s t anda r d s of the time , 1v1. 5. ,R . ~ bu i It o p en c ars we re n o t 
a tt , -'I, ';. r ' V (~ i t l ;,,\ ; ' p ~u !';~:n.~e . C o n s i d e r i n g t h e fine opr;h ;l1 adopted by the M .S .R. f or its 
c l G ;~ '. d <.:::n :'J , i ~; s n;.:dDUG tha t its open c ars l a c k ed g r a cef u l lines a nd w e re d evoid 
of a D.y o r n a rne n ta t.ion s o cus t o rn ary i n c o n t e m p o r a r y o p e n c ar s . 

L o t 8 - N o s . 3 09 - 3 5 7 inclusive . 

St r a n o e Iy ,"n o u g 11" none of the c a rs in L o t 8 w e r e de s troyed i n the 18 9 8 fi r e. 
M o s t w ;,r :" :::' 1.': t i T c.' d or s c r appe d betwe e n 1916 a nd 1':24 . Eisht w er e a m OYlg a g r o u p 
o f old c a rs i n s t o r a g e a t Si.l:"L::nry which w er e d e stro y e d by fir e on lVh.y 21st , 19 2 0. 

L O T 9 

In the s pr ing o f 18 98, sixty mo re c a r s w e re t u r ned out b y M.S .R. shops . The y 
w e r e s i rn i Ia r to L o t 8 , ex cep t slightly long er body, 2 1 feet inste a d o f 20 feet , b u t over

a ll I c n .gch w a s t h e s arn e , 2 9 fe e t. 

Lot 9 - N o s . 3 59 to 477 i n clu s i v e. 

T his a c q ui s iti o n b r ou gh t t h e total fl eet of ope n c ars to 207 in the s ummer of 18 9 8. 

O n t h e 21s t of Septemb er , 1898 , Ho c h e Ia ga c a r ba r n wa s a lrn o s t completely d estroyed 
by fi r e a nd t w e n ty-s even o pen ca r s w er e l o st, among them, No s . 3 5 9, 4 2 9 , 47 1 of L o t 
9. T w e n t y-tw o of L o t 9 in stor a g e a t St.Hen r y w ere l o s t in the 19 2 0 fire . The rem

aind er were s cra pped b e tw e en 1916 and 19 24. 

Ca r s of L o t 9 we re the l a s t fully o p e n c ars built o r bought by t h e M .S . H . St r ictl y 
s p e a k i n g , ou r r e cord shoul d e n d h er e , be c a u s e subsequent c ars were , in rea lity , only 
" h a l f - o p e n 1l T h e tru e o r e n ca r s li s t e d abov e we re a ll , of c ours e , s ingle -t ruck c ars.• 

O ri ci n a l e qu i prn e n t i s u n kr.own b ut: i n 19'..~'(· , rno s t w e r e on B h ckwe .ll tru c k s w i th G. E. 
10 0 0 type rnc t o r s and K J. , K 2 o r K I 0 c o n t r ozi e r s , It was t he practi ce to transfe r e q 
ui ; ) cr "~ 1J i: b e t w e e n ope n a n d clo s ed c a r b o d i e s acco r d ing to s e as on . A s far as we 
k rrow, 2 11 G[J c:: n ca r s w e r e built f or s i rigl c e e n d o p e r a t ion in acco rdanc e with a po l i cy 
e ar Iy e stablis h ed b y the Morrt r e a I Street H::Iilway. Lot 8 c a r s w er e wi red fo r d oub1e 
e n d o p e r ati cn but we re n ot u s e d a s su c h . Thi s p o lic y was unusu a l on s t reet r ailw ays 
b efo r e 190 0 . IvL S . H. <lt ppa r ently c on clud e d that p r o vi s i on of l oops and wye s w as l e ss 

c p stIy than the ext r a e Lec tri c al c q u i. pme nt and rn a int c na n c e re quired for doubl e - e n d 
ea r n . ,A s	 a r e sul t o f si ~ \, ,;l e~end o pe r a tion , t h e c a rs were n ot s yrnrne t r i ca l , The r e ar 

(	 p ~ ::. ?:{o r m " n ot b :::ir!g r"~ \l'" . ·:r ed a s a n o p e r a t in g e n d , wa s sli gh t l y short er t h an t he front 
p l :: ;:; ' , r m ...Al f,c , t h e c ee t spacing w a s u nus u al. A s the l a st pair of b enche s were n e v er 
r e c.: \; i,j,: t> rl t o fa c e e:3,ch edlc r , th e seat s pa c i n g here was n o t i n c r e a s e d. O n ly at the 
f r ont e n d, whe r e th ~ b ulkhead s e at and the fir st b e n c h always faced e a c h o t h e r, wa s 
g r e a te r spa c e provid ed , This a r r a n g crri e n t ga v e a p e c u li a r spacing of p o s t s in r e l a t 
ion to the buf khe a d s , R e ga r d Le s s of s i n g l e v e n d o p e rat ion, the backs of the benche s 

{ 
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Nos. 215. 223. 227, 233. 267, 283 were lost in the 1898 fire. The remainder 
were scrapped in 1915-16-17. 

LOT 8 

In Iv1ay, 1897 . M.S. R. t urned out twenty-five lDor e cars, Lot 8. Number e d 309-
357 ind'..lsive , these were also ten- hen ell. cars, twenty- rd.::.~. e feet ove r all. The can-

o py t y;)e 1:'0('1£ and iron posts wel' C adc\y,ted as srn,ndz. :.:d. Th E: design was silnple and 
r at;,:,;', aus 'terej j;;J. :-:ed by stanclsrds of the time , ]\t'i ,S . .R.-bdlt o p e n cars were not 
aiL ? '; i'VI-' i.n ~\~'p"'!u!,;~!"!..ce . COl'!sidering the fine dpr;iL311 adopted by the M.S. R . for its 
c lG;~ .. d en Co'; , i ~; S cOl; .. :::iD UG that its open c a rs l8.cked graceful lines a nd were devoid 
of any orna lnentatioTl s o custorna ry in contemporary o pen cars. 

L ot 8 - Nos. 309 - 357 inclusive. 

Str::i.n?;e ly I?Dougb" none of the cars in Lot 8 were destroyed in the 1898 fire. 
Most ','/ ;1':" ret~l' ,-'d or sc:rapfled between 1916 and 1?24 . Eight were among a RTOUP 
of old cars in storage at 0 t.l'12n ry which were dest r oyed by fire on lVh.y 21st, 1920 , 

LOT 9 

In the spring of 1898, six ty more c c) rs were turned out by M.S.R. shops, They 
were sirnilar to Lot 8, ex cept slightly longer body, 2.1 feet instead of 20 feet, but over

all 1engih was the sarne , 29 feeL 

Lot 9 - Nos. 359 to 477 inclusive. 

This acquisition brought the total fleet of open c ars to 207 in the summer of 1898 . 

On t he 21st of September , 1898, Hochelaga c arba Tn was 211G1 05t completely destr o yed 
by fire and twenty-s even open cars wer e lost, among them Nos . 359. 429 , 471 of Lot 
9. Twenty- two of Lot 9 in storage at SLHenry were lost in the 19 2.0 fire. The r em-

ainde r were scrapped between 1916 and 19 24 . 

Cors of Lot 9 were the last fully open c ar s built or bought by the M .S,R. Strictly 
speaking, ou r record should end here, beca11se subs equent cars were , in reality, only 
"half-openH

, The true oren cars listed above were all , of course, single-truck c a rs. 
O riGinal eq1.Ai prn<:::nt is u :n.k::.own but in 191:.~?, n'lQ~ t 'N2 r e on Bl::.1.ckwell trucks with G.E. 
1000 type m:::-to rs and K i . K2 or KIO cont:roJ.iel's . It was the practice to transfe r eq
ui ;)['r.I~l1i: betv/c fm open and closed car bodies according to seas on. As £8.r as we 
k nu'N , a ll O[)c: l1 cars w e re bui,lt f o r single -end operation in accordance with a policy 
early establiShed by the },/ionireal Street R;c)ilway . Lot 8 cars were wired for double
end ope r a t i ffi but were not u s ed as su ch . This policy was unusual on street railways 
b efore 1900. M.S . R. apparently concluded that provision of loops a nd wyes was l es s 

c psUy th'ln the extra (:·1 ·2 ctr i cal e'1uipU" E' Dt ax,d Inai.nte nance requi red for double-end 
c arn •. As a r esElt of s i ~,. ,; le~end op'':ration, t he cars were not syrnrnp.tri ca L The rear 
F~71 ':form., not ~Y"irlg rp. \l'1.~red a s an operating e nd, was slightly shorter than the front 
pl ,,: r;., rm . l:..lf.c,d:c seat spacing was u n u sual. As the l as t pair of benches were nev e r 
re cI; i.J.' t:,rl to face each '.::d.lcr , the seat sp3c1ng here was n o t increased. Only at the 
frOl .lt end, wht:!re th~ bulkhead seat and the first bench. always faced each other , was 
gr eatel' space p:-ovi.ded . This arrangun ..:: nt gave a peculiar spacing of posts in relat
ion to the bUlkh eads . Hegardless of single~end opel'ation, the backs of the benches 

http:1.':tiTc.'d
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were, for some obscure reason, reversible in the conventional rnanner of open cars. 
On the l eft, or "devil-strip" side, there were, of course, no running-boards. Passen
gers w ere prevented from boarding or ali ghting at this side by heavy wire screens 
installed between the s eats and extending up to about shoulder h eight. 

The early cars were painted reddish-brown and cream. The yellow-buff with 
black-and- silv er trim a p p e a r s to h ave come into gene r a l use about 1896. Instead of 
painting the c ar number on the seat pe d e s t a l s or sid e will as was customary else
whe r e, M . S . R. p l a c e d the number at each end of the letter board. Later, a single 
number in the c entre of the letter board was used. The cars did not carry headlights. 

LOT 1(;) 

In 1899, M.S.R. built 100 c ars classed as Lot 10, "open", but which were actually 
closed on the left side between bulkheads, but without window sashes. This feature, 
while quite logical for a single-end car, destroyed to a l arge degree the traditional 
a t t r a ctiv e n e s s of the open car- These cars were 29' 10" overall, slightly larger than 
Lot 9. 

The numbering of Lot 10 cars is curious a n d confusing. Sixty-seven cars contin
ued in the regular s equence, nos. 479 to 611 inclusive. Twenty-seven were given num
bers replacing cars lost in the 1898 fire, i.e.: 

9, 15, 19,23,65,75,81,89,91,93, 101, 107, 115, 121, 145, 149, 173, 185,215, 
223,227,233,267,283,359,429,471. 

Two were given former horsecar numbers, 31 a nd 39, and four were given numbers 
in the vacant s eries of t en numbers m entioned earlier:- nos. 197, 201, 203, 205. 

LOT 11 

In 1900, forty-five identical c a r s were turned out:- Lot 11. Here a ga in , they fol
lowed t h e p r actice of filling vacant low numbers. Nineteen continued with the regular 
sequence: Nos. 613 - 649. Twenty-six were given the following numbers:

25,29,33,37,41,43,45,49,55,63,71,79,83,85,87,97, 99, 103, 165, 167, 
189, 191, 193, 195, 199,207. 

LOTS 10c A ND lIe 

To further confuse matters, 75 c ars picked at r andom from Lots 10 and 11 were 
made "convertible" in 1904 and 1906 by closing in th e front platform and fitting a re
movable panel to the right side for winter operation. These were reclassified a s 
Convertible, Lots IDe and Ll c , 

B e cau se of the random distribution of the different Lots in the numbering sequen
ce, a roster in t he usual form has not b e en included with this story. Instead, it was 
thought b etter to d eal ivith e a ch in chronological order. 

While we a r e considering only single-truck cars, it should be mentioned that 
M.S.R. never had a fully open double-truck c ar. A few were inherited from the Mon
treal Terminal Railway Company when Montreal Trarnways Company was formed in 

., . 
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were, for some obscure reason, reversible in the conventional rnanner of open cars. 
On the left, or "devil-strip" side, there were, of course, no running-boards. Passen
gers were prevented from boarding or alighting at this side by heavy wire screens 
installed between the seats and extending up to about shoulder height. 

The early cars were painted reddish-brown and cream. The yellow-buff with 
black-a nd-silver trim appears to have come into general use about 1896. Instead of 
painting the car nUlYlber on the seat pedestills or side will as was customary else
where. M. S. R. placed the number at each end of the letter board. Later, a single 
number in the centre of the letter board was used. The cars did not carry headlights. 

LOT 11;) 

In 1899, M.S.R. built 100 cars classed as Lot 10, "open", but which were actually 
closed on the left side between bulkheads, but without window sashes. This feature, 
while quite logical for a single-end car, destroyed to a large degree the traditional 
att r a ctive ness of the open car- These cars were 29' 10" overall, slightly larger than 
Lot 9. 

The numbering of Lot 1 0 cars is curious and confusing. Sixty-seven cars contin
ued in the regular sequence, nos. 479 to 611 inclusive. Twenty-seven were given num
bers replacing cars lost in the 1898 fire, i.e.: 

9, 15, 19,23,65,75,81,89,91,93, 101, 107, 115, 121, 145, 149, 173, 185,215, 
223,227, 233, 267, 283, 359,429.471. 

Two were given former horsecar numbers, 31 and 39, and four were given numbers 
in the vacant series of ten numbe rs lYlentioned earlier:- nos. 197, 201, 203. 205. 

LOT 11 

In 1900, forty-five identical cars were turned out:- Lot 11. Here again, they fol
lowed the practice of filling vacant low numbers. Nineteen continued with the regular 
sequence: Nos. 613 - 649. Twenty-six were given the following nUlYlbers;-

25,29,33,37,41,43,45,49.55,63,71,79,83,85,87.97, 99, 103, 165, 167, 
189. 191, 193, 195, 199,207. 

LOTS 10c AND llc 

To furthe r confuse matters, 75 cars picked at r a ndom from Lots 10 and 11 were 
made "convertible" in 1904 and 1906 by closing in the front platform and fitting a re
movable panel to the right side for winter operation. These were reclassified as 
Convertible, Lots 10c and llc. 

Because of the random distribution of the different Lots in the numbering sequen
ce. a roster in the usual form has not been included with this story. Inste ild, it was 
thought better to deal with each in chronologica l order. 

While we are considering only single-truck cars, it should be mentioned that 
M.S,R. never ha d a fully ope n double-truck car. A few were inherited from the Mon
treal Terminal Railway COlYlpany when tvlontreal Trarnways Company was formed in 
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1912, but they were immediately converted to closed cars. However, i n 1901, twenty
five semi-open 12-bench double-truck cars were built for use on St.C'ltherine Street. 
They were simply a larger version of Lots 10, 11 with the left side closed. Class 651 
included cars 651 to 699. 

One gets the impression that M.S.R. was not particularly fond of open cars, e s p
ecially after 1900. Considering their extremepopularity in the ea s t e r n United States, 
it is strange that no new fully open cars wer e acquired after 1898, a nd none of the 
semi-open type after 1901. 

Going back to our ori ginal record of 190 2, then, we find 3 25 single-truck open or 
serni-open cars, with odd numbers in unbrok en s equence from No.1 to No.649, plus 
four Cross en cars t aken over from Montreal P ark IS: Island Rs i Iwa y in October 1901 
and numbered by M .S . R . 701, 70 3, 705, 707. In 1907, these became second Nos. 35, 
69, 77, 127, classed Lot Ba , E igh t cars, single-truck opens inherited from the T erm
inal Railway in the 1912, merger retained their T erminal nurnbe r s r- 214 to 221 ~~~~~.:. 

cutiv e , They r emained on the Terminal line but it is doubtful if they wer e much us ed. 
N~-:2i"9 wqs us ed on M. T .C. city lines as 2nd No.1 09. Remainder were scrapped 1916. 

The years 1902-03-04 marked the peak of open operation in Montreal. The t able 
b elow gives the total owned each year. These a r e inventory figur es a n d do not necess
a r ily r eflect t h e usage. After World War I, open c ars were little used but r emained 
in stora ge until a ll wer e finally written off the books in the early 19 20s. 

SINGLE-TRUCK OPEN CARS OWNED BY M.S.R. AND 
M . T.C. E ACH YE AR 

Year Net Total Remarks£~~E.£~ !?2~~~.£~_~ 

1893 42 -- 42 
1894 20 -- 62 
1895 10 -- 72 
1896 50 -- 122 
18 97 25 -- 147 
1898 60 27 burned 180 Hochelaga ca r ba rn fire 

September 16, 1898 
1899 100 -- 280 
1900 45 -- 3 25 
1901 4 -- 329 4 cars from MP&IRy. 
1902 -- -- 329 
190 3 -- -- 329 
1904 -- -- 329 (50 made convertible) 
19 05 -- 2 sold 327 
19 06 -- 3 scrapped 324 (25 made convertible) 
1907 -- 2 " 322 
1908 -- I sold, 1 scrapped. 320 
1909 -- 3 scrapped 317 
1910 -- IS s crapped 302 
1911 -- 7 scrapp ed 295 
1912 8 -- 303 8 cars from T erminal Ry , 
1913 -- 25 scrapped + 1. 277 1 m ade into Tool Car. 
1914 -- I 276 1 " If" 
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1912, but they were immediately converted to c;losed cars. However, in 1901, twenty
five semi-open 12-bench double-truck cars were built for use on St.C"ttherine Street. 
They were simply a larger version of Lots 10, 11 with the left side closed. Class 651 
include d CrUS 651 to 699. 

One gets the impression that M.S.R. was not particularly fond of open cars, esp
eciallyafter 1900. Considering their extremepopularity in the eastern United Sta tes, 
it is strange that no new fully open cars w e r e acquired after 1898, and none of the 
semi-open type after 1901. 

Going back to our original record of 1902, then, we find 325 single-truck open or 
serni-open cars, with odd numbers in unbroke n sequence from No.1 to No.649, plus 
four Crossen cars t a ken over from Montreal Park &- Isla nd R::>ilway in October 1901 
and numbered by M,S.R. 701, 703, 705, 707. In 1907, these became second Nos. 35, 
69, 77, 127, classed Lot 8a . Ei ght c a rs, single-truck opens inherited from the Term
inal Railway in the 1912, merge r retained their Terminal numbers;- 214 to 221 ~~~~~ 
cutive. They rema ined on the Termina l line but it is doubtful if they were much used. 
N~-:219 wqs used on M. T .C. city lines as 2nd No.1 09. Remainder were scrapped 1916. 

The years 1902-03-04 marked the p eak of open operation in Montreal. The table 
b e low gives the total owned each year. These are inventory figures and do not necess
arily r efl e ct the us a ge . After World War I, open c a rs were little used but remained 
in storage until a ll were finally written off the books in the early 1920s. 

Year 

1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
18 97 
1898 

1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
19 05 
190 6 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 

SINGLE-TRUCK OPEN CARS OWNED BY M,S.R. AND 
M. T.C. E A CH YEA R 

~;.5..9.!.1.!E£~ !?2~~~'£~~ Net Tota l Remarks ------ ------
42 42 
20 62 
10 72 
50 122 
25 14 7 
60 27 burned 180 Hochelaga carbarn fire 

S e ptember 16, 1898 
100 280 

45 325 
4 329 4 ca rs from MP&IRy. 

329 
329 
329 (50 made convertible) 

2 sold 327 
3 scrapped 324 (25 made convertibl e) 
2 " 322 
1 sold, 1 scrapped. 320 
3 scra ppe d 317 
15 s crapp ed 302 
7 scra pped 295 

8 303 8 cars from Terminal Ry. 
25 scrapped + 1. 277 1 m a de into Tool Car. 
1 276 1 " " If 
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Number of Single-truck open cars owned by MSR a n d MTC each year 

'yea£.. As.quired E.i.!>.P..?1'~2_£!:. N e.!_!£!!~L _Re!E,!t.!.!<.§_ 

1915 -  19 scrapped 257 
1916 -  30" 227 
1917 -  -  227 
1918 -  -  227 
1919 -  17 scrapped 210 ? /May 21
1920 -  30 burned; 23 scrapped St.Henry carbarn fire,157 

1921 -  -  157 
1922 -  59 scrapped 98 
1923 -  -  98 
1924 -  55 scrapped 43 
1925 -  43 scrapped 

~, ~~ :::-: )::: ;:;; ;::: 

. PHOTOGRAPHS: C ars pictured on the in s erted photo page are: 
TOP: Car 1l 5 17, Lot lOc, built by M . S . R. in 1899, a "conv ertible r t car pictured 

clo s ed up fo r win te r us e. 
CEN T R E:: C a r # 103 , Lot 11, built by M.S.R. in 1900, shown at St.Derii s barn. 
BOTT 0 1\/1: Ca r #395 , Lot 9, built by M.S.R. in 1698, equipped with wire screen 

on t h e blind s i de . This is the type which the Association's open car No. 
8 most clo s ely r es e mbles. 

(A photo graph of MSH c a r #123 , Lot 3, a p p e a r s in the CRHA brochure, "Montre
aI's Stre etcars, 18 92-1959" which was issued r ecently.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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News Report No. 107, 
J :muary 1960. 

Editorial A d d r e s s : 
P.O. B ox 2 2, Station "B II 

,
 

Ivlontr eal 2, Cqnada.
 

EDITOR: Omer S.A. L nv a l l.e e , 
PUBLISHER: John Saund e r s , 
COMMITTEE: Anthony Cle gg, 

D avid R. H enderson, 
P ;:lUl R. McG e e , 
Lorne C. Perry. 

This month the 
c a.rnpa i gn for n ew m e rnb e r s ge t s under way. 
N o w t hat Mem b e r s hi p a nd N ews Report "kits" 
a re available, it is hoped that e ach member 
a n d subscriber w i ll ta ke it upon himself to ob
tain names a n d a d d re s ses of persons who are 
interested in r ailways, a n d forward them to the 
Membership C ommittee either by l etter or by 
t ele phone. P ersons whose n ames a r e given 
will r eceive a 'kit" in t he m ail within a few 
days, which will include a n illustrated broch
ure outlining the activities of CRHA, also a 
s ample copy of a recent News Report. 

This is a chance for all members and sub
scribers to show their support for the CRHA 

by s endin g in a s many names as possible. Write the Membership Committee, Canadi
an R ai l r oad Historical P ssociation, P.O.Box 22, Station "B". Montreal 2, or "phone: 

Stephen Chea s l ey, HU .4-6262 Paul McGee, HU .6-1498 John Saunders, OR.l-8906 

Stephen Cheasley, 
Chairman, Membership Committee 

::: ~c )'~ ~~ ; :::~:~ >:: 

NEXT MONTH: Articles to appear in the F e bruary issue will include an account and 
d escription of the L ake Louis e Tr3mway, including map a nd equipment diagrams to 
s ca Ie , This narrow-gaug e line functioned a t L ake Louise, A lta . 
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Number of Single-truck open cars owned by MSR and MTC each year 

Year .P-.i.2'p..9~~2_£!:. Net Total Remarks 

19 scrapped 
30 " 

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 

17 scrapped 
30 burned; 23 

257 
227 
227 
227 
210 

scrapped 157 
? /May 21. 

St.Henry carbarn fire, 

59 scrapped 
157 

98 
98 
43 55 scrapped 

43 scrappe d 

-PHOTOGRAPHS: Cars pictured on the ins e rted photo page are: 
TO P : Car #517, Lot lOc, built by M.S. R. in 1899, a "convertible r, car pictured 

closed up for winter us e . 
CENTRE: C a r # 103 , Lot 11, built by M.S.R. in 1900, shown at St.Denis barn. 
BOTTOM: Car #395 , Lot 9, built by M.S.R. in 1698, equipped with wire screen 

on the blind side. This is the type which the Association's open car No. 
8 most closely r e sembles. 

(A photograph of lY1SR c a r # 123, Lot 3, appears in the CRHA brochure, "Montre
aI's Streetcars, 1892 -1959" which was issued r e c ently.) 

CANADIAN RA ILROAD HISTORICAL 
_h.~qOC!& TJON 

News Report No. 107, 
J 'inuary 1960. 

Editoria l Address: 
P.O. B ox 22, Sta tion "BII, 
Ivlontr eal 2, C qnada. 

EDITOR: Orne r S.A. L -wallee, 
PUBLISHER: John Saunde rs, 
COMMITTEE: Anthony Cleg g, 

David R. Henderson, 
P"ul R. McGee, 
Lorne C. Perry. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
This month the 

calnpa i gn for new members gets under way. 
Now tha t Iv1ernb ership and News Report "kits" 
are available, it is hoped tha t each member 
a nd subscriber will take it upon himself to ob
tain names and addresses of persons who are 
interested in rClilways, and forward them to the 
Membe rship Committee either by letter or by 
telephone. Persons whose names are given 
will rece ive a 'kit" in the mail within a few 
days, which will include an illustrated broch
ure outlining the activities of CRHA, also a 
sample copy of a recent News Report .. 

This is a chance for all members and sub
scribers to show their support for the CRHA 

by sending in as many names as possible. Write the Membership Committee, Canadi
an H!'lilroad Historical/' ssociation, P.O.Box 22, Station r'B". Montreal 2, or r'phone: 

Stephen Cheasley, HU .4-6262 Paul McGee, HU .. 6-1498 John Saunders, OR.1-8906 

Stephen Cheasley, 
Chairman, Membership Committee 

NEXT MONTH: Articles to appear in the F ebruary issue will include an account a.nd 
description of the L Cl ke Louise Tra mway, including map a nd equipment diagrams to 
scale. This narrow-gaug e line functioned at Lake Louise, Alta. 
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o B S E R V A T ION S_ •••••• a column of notes and news, by Anthony Clegg. 

DURING THE PAST FE~W WEEKS, Canad ian National has assigned road numbers 
and- classes to the diesel-electric locomotives on 1959 orders for delivery during 
the early part of 1960. Following are the deta Us: 

9 road switchers for Newfoundland (3' 6" gauge) 93 8 to 946 Class GR-12x 
If10 *"	 10 6 8 " 1077 GR-12z 

II	 II40 13 58 " 1397 GH-12y
 
9 II for G. T.W. 1511 " 1519 GR-12za
" 

II	 II44 3850 " 3 892 MR-18g
 
8 for G.T.W. 4700 4 70 7 " GR-1Ba
II " 
3 " If	 4950 " 4952 " GRG-18b 

All of the a b ov e are to be geared for 65 mvp.h; maximum speed except the Newfound
land unit s which are to be for 60 rrr.p.h , and the GRG-18b class which are to have 83 
mvp.h , g ea r i n g . 

Of special interest to those who follow motive power orders and deliveries is the rec
ent announcement that six diesel-hydraulic locom.otives h ave been ordered by two US 
railroads. Ra t.ed at 4000 hvp, each, the units are to be built by Kraus s eMxffe i of Mun
ich, III est G ermany, and are for use in heayy-duty ~r~eight s e.rv.i.ce. in the R o c k y M o un> 
t a iris , The order is reported to be the first for diesel locomotives given by a United 
States railroad to a foreign rnanufa ctu r e r , 

During December, Canadian National R ailways commenced initial tests with a giant 
14,400 gallon tank car. Its first Ion g-Bl s tanc e trip started Decernber 18th carrying a 
shipment of phenol from. Montreal to the Pacific Coast. If test runs prove s atisfactory, 
the huge car will be placed in regular transcontinental service. 

Effective Monday, J?nuary 18th, Canadian Pa cific Railway will reduce its mixed train 
service across the International of Maine line, between Me gantic and Brownville J ct. 
from one train in each direction, daily, to tri-weekly. The public utilities commission 
of the State has assented to the arrangement ~he r e by train 517 will operate from Bro
wnville Junction to Megantic on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. and train 518 in the 
reverse direction on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Ss tu r da y s , A t last r eport, s tea m Io co e

motives were still in use on at least one turn of trains 517 and 518, said to be the last 
steam-operated mixed train on a public railway in the United States. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has been asked for authority to combine the 
following rail lines into the parent Canadian National Railways: 

1.	 The VERMONT & PROVINCE LINE RAILROAD COMPANY, which operates 
3~ miles of railway Erorn E? st Alburg, Vermont, to the Canadian border. 

2.	 The CHAMPLAIN &t SAINT LAWRENCE RAILROAD COMPANY. which operates 
one mile of track from Rouses Point. NY, to the Cr-nadian border. 

3.	 The UNITED STATES Eo CANADA RAILROAD COMPANY. which oper at.e s 22
 
rn i l.es of line from Ma s s ena , NY, to the Cr-nad ia n border.
 

4.	 The ATLANTIC K SAINT LAWRENCE RAILROAD COMPANY, which operates 
65 miles of line from Portland, Maine. through New Harnps hi r e and Vermont to 
the Canadian border. 

, 0 
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o B S E R V AT ION S •••••• a. column of notes and news, by Anthony Clegg. 

DURING THE PAST FE~W WEEKS, CFlnadian N:'Itional has assigned road numbers 
and- classes to the diesel-electric locomotives on 1959 orders for delivery during 
the early part of 1960. Following are the deta.ils: 

9 road switchers for Newfoundland (3' 6" gauge) 938 to 946 Class GR-12x 
10 *" 1068 " 1077 II GR-12z 
40 " 1358 " 1397 If GR-l2y 

9 " for G. T.W. 1511 " 1519 " GR-12za 
44 " 3850 " 3892 " MR-18g 

8 " for G.T.W. 4700 " 4707 " GR-lBa 
3 " If 4950 " 4952 " GRG-ISb 

All of the above are to be geared for 65 m.p.h. maximum speed except the Newfound
land units which are to be for 60 m.p.h. and the GRG-18b class which are to have 83 
m.p.h. gearing. 

Of special interest to those who follow motive power orders and deliveries is the rec
ent announcement that six diesel-hydraulic loconl.otives have been ordered by two US 
railroads. R::J.ted at 4000 h.p. each, the units are to be built by Krauss-M;:1ffei of Mun
ich, \Vest Germany, and are for use in heayy-duty Lr_eig~ht s~YLc~ in the Rocky lv'1 oun
tains. The order is reported to be the first for diesel locomotives given by a United 
States railroad to a foreign manufacturer. 

During December, Canadian National Railways commenced initial tests with a giant 
14,400 gallon tank car. Its first 10ng-tlistance trip started Decernber 18th carrying a 
shipment of phenol from Montreal to the Pacific Coast. 1£ test runs prove satisfactory, 
the huge car will be placed in regular transcontinental service. 

Effective Monday, J::>nuary 18th, Ct'lnadian Pa cific Railway will reduce its mixed train 
service across the International of Maine line, between Megantic and Brownville J ct. 
from one train in each direction, daily, to tri-week1y. The public utilities cOITlmission 
of the State has assented to the arrangement thereby train 517 will operate froITl Bro
wnville Junction to Megantic on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and train 518 in the 
reverse direction on Tuesdays, Thursdays and S"lturdays • .At last report, stealn locor 
motives were still in use on at least one turn of trains 517 and 518, said to be the last 
steam-operated mixed train on a public railway in the United States. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has been asked for authority to combine the 
following rail lines into the parent Canadian National Railways: 

1. The VERMONT &. PROVINCE LINE RAILROAD COMPANY, which operates 
3~ miles of railway £rorn Ep st Alburg, Vermont, to the Canadian border. 

2. The CHAMPLAIN & SAINT LAWRENCE RAILROAD COMPANY, which operates 
one mile of track from Rouses Point, NY, to the C?nadian border. 

3. The UNITED STATES Eo CANADA RAILROAD COMPANY, which opera_tes 22 
Luiles of line from Mt'lssena, NY, to the C?na dian border. 

4. The ATLANTIC K SAINT U~~WRENCE RAILROAD COMPANY, which operates 
65 miles of line from Portland, Maine, through New Hampshire and Vermont to 
the Canadian border. 
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No money or securities would be involved in the merger because all four American 
lines are now operated by the C.N.R. under a lease a r r-an g e rri e nt., 

It has b e en a n nou n c e d that the Cooper-Bess emer Co r po r a t i on of Mount Vernon, Ohio, 
USA., hc s l eased a p o r tion of the National System's St r a t fo rd m otive power shops, with 
o ption t o p~:rcha se t he entire property, as the facilities b e c orn e surplu s t o r a iIwa y re
qui r e rn e rrt s , C o o pe r v B e s s ern e r is a leading producer a! Iie avy e qui pment for t h e gas 
and oil i ndustry, a n d in 1950 manufactured the diesel power plants for the CN R' s ER
6a class Ioc ornotive s , 

The British Columbia Legislature will be asked at its spri n g se ssion to dissolve the 
Crow's Ne s t Southern Railway, a subsidiary of the G1'(::at. N c r t he r n R~ilway of the uSt 
w hich extended f r orn the US border to Fernie a nd Mi cho l , 1:.',.C., uriti l a ba nd on m e n t in 
1915 and 1936. The Company has no assets, and is b eing d i s s o lved because there isno 
need for its continued existence. 

Early in 1960, construction will commence on a new C.N.R. station at Windsor, Ontar
io. Estim ated to cost in the neighbourhoo d of $ 2 0 0 ,000, it will replace the present st
ructure built in 18 tH. The pres ent stttion is s i tuate d on t h e r ive r front near Ouellette 
Av en ue , while the new building will be in the Wa l ke r v i l l e district. 

D ecember 17th last was the centenary ofthe actual o pening of the Victoria Bridge over 
the Saint Lawrence River between Mont r e a l and Sts La rnhe r t , There was no commem
oration of the event, except for <1 small ite m in the local papers. The official opening 
of the b rid ge and the ceremony at which the Prince of WHIe s (later King E.dward 
VII) offi c ia. t ed , did not take place unti.l Augu s t of 1860, though trains had been using the 
span f o r eight months prior to this o caa s ion, 

The r esign ation of the Honourable Charles P. McTague from the c hairmanship of the 
Royal C ommi s s i on on Transportation was announced in rnid D e c e rnb e r by P rime Mine 

ister Di ef enba.ke r , Later in the m.onth , it was announced that his successor would be 
M r , £,,1.1'.. Ma c Phe r s on , Mr.MacPherson has hean a c:: 1 n ~'. ch a irman of the commission 
for the la st seven weeks. H e is a form er Cons e r vat .i.v c A -L ~orn~y General and Provin
c i a l T rea s u r e r of Sns ka.tchewan, and is regarded as one of Canada's outstanding ex
p e r ts on fr eight rates. 

The Dominion Atlantic Rai lway has appl.i e d for per mission to abandon the portion of 
its Kingsport Subdivision, extending from C annL"l g t o Kin gs po r t , 2.9 miles, and 

from Woodville to Weston, 7.4 miles, of its Weston Subd ivi s ian. 

The Chicago, Burlington 8. Quincy Rail r oad ha s announced that its famous "Pfonee r 
Z eph yr", the first US diesel-powered st r earrrlin e d train, will be retired within a few 
r riorrth s , and will be placed on permanent exhibition. The "Pioneer Zephyr" rriade its 
first scheduled trip between Lincoln, Ne b, , a n d Kansa s Ci t y , on November 11th, 1934. 

Centaralization of CNR timber yards, formerly o perat e d at Va l Roya l, London and other 
c entral Ontario points, is to mean added wo rk f o r !:J.e :-:;NI~. sto re s department at Belle
vill e. Constr uct t on of the new c entraliz ed r e gi ori a I t i rrib e r ya r d i s expected to be com
pleted ea rly i n the spring of 1960, and will be e qu l ppe d with the most modern facilit
i e s , The n ew yard will consolidate the operations of yards throughout the region,and 

will s tock a wide variety of timber. 
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No money or securities would be involved in the merger because all four American 
lines are now operated by the C.N.R. under a lease arrangenlent. 

It has b een announced that the Cooper-Bessemer Cor.?cration of Mount Vernon, Ohio, 
USA , h8s l eased a portion of the NatiunalSyst em ' s Stratf01'd motive power shops, with 
O pt"iC;':l to p':rchase the entire property, as the facilities bec.o!TIe su 1'.;:;1118 to ra i.lv:ay re
quir elnents. Co()per~Bessemer is a leading produ~er of IH?av/ e<.;uiprnent for tl1.e gas 
and oil industry, and in 1950 manufactured the diesel power plants for the CNR' s ER-
6a class locomotives. 

The British Columbia Legislature will be asked at its spring session to dissolve the 
Crow's Nest Southern Railway, a subsidiary of the Gl'E:at.. N.')xihern R;:dlway of the Us, 
which extended fr'Jrn the US border to Fernie and M.icli81 • .t·,.C., l~nt:i1 abandonment in 
19 ~5 and 1936. The Company has no assets, and is being dIssolved because there isno 
need for its continued existence .. 

Early in 1960, construction will commence on a new C.N.R. station at Windsor, Ontar
io. Estimated to cost in the neighbourhood of $208,000: it will replace the present st
ructure built in 1884. The present stt.tion is situat€d on t.l:e river front near Ouellette 
Av e:rme , while the new building will be in the W::tlkerville district. 

December 17th last was the centenary of the actual opening of the Victoria Bridge over 
the Saint Lawrence River between Montreal and St.L8mbert. There was no commem
oration of the event, except for <'l small item in the loca l papers. The official opening 
of the bddge and the ceremony at which the Prince ofW PtJes (later King E.dward 
VII) 0fEci.ated , did not take place until August of 1860, though trains had been using the 
spa n for eight months prior to this ocna sion. 

The resignation of the Honourable Charles P. McTague from the chairmanship of the 
Royal Commission on Transportation was announced in mid-Decelnber by Prime Min
ister Diefenbaker. Later in the m.onth, it was annollnced that his successor would be 
M.r. £ ... 1.A. Iv1acPherson. Mr.MacPherson has bean ac.~1n2 chairman of the commission 
for the last seven weeks. He is a former Conservati'J(~ A1.~orn~y General and Provin
cial Treasure r of S'lskatchewan. and is regarded as one of C anada's outstanding ex
p erts on freight rates. 

The Dominion Atlantic Railway has ~pplied for permission to abandon the portion of 
its Kingsport Subdivision, extending from Canni'l.g to Kingsport, 2.9 miles, and 

from Woodville to We5ton, 7.4 miles, of its Weston Subc.:lvi sion. 

The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R~jlroad hPl s announced that its famous 'tPioneer 
Zepbyr", the first US diesel-powered streamlined train, will be retired within a few 
[nonths . and will be placed on permanent exhibition. The "Pioneer Zephyr" made its 
first scheduled trip between Lincoln, N e b., and Kansas City. on November 11th, 1934. 

Centaralization of CNR timber yards, formerly operated rtt Vcd Hoyal, London and other 
central Ontario points, is to mean added work f(H t:1.e ~NR. stores department at Belle
ville. ConstTu,-tion of the new centralized regior al. tirnher yard i s expected to be com
pletEd early in the spring of 1960, and will be equIppe d with the most modern facilit
ie s . The new yard will consolidate the operations of yards throughout the region,and 

will stock a wide variety of timber. 
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During the past month, the CNR has been operating a r a i l-ig r inding train in the Sou
thern Ontario District. Similar in principle to the rail- grinding ca r s formerly oper
ated by the Montreal Transportation Commission a n d other street railway lines, "the 

train consists of nine cars, running at a steady 2 n•• pvh,; showering spa rks and dust 
from its 96 power-driven abrasive wheels, gridning out the corrugations and irregul
ariti es in the rails. 

Establishment of a joint office by C vnadia.n Pacific Com muninations and Canadian 
National Telegraphs at Fort William is being planned. T he Joint CN-CP operation 
would allow more economical operation, provide betee r service to the Fort William 
area, and act as a. "guinea pig" upon which rno r e :despr e ad j oint s ervices could be 
based. 

T he Wenner-Gren B. C. Development Company has fil ed preliminary railway plans 
with the British Columbia Provincial Government. The p r o p o s ed r ail line is to extend 
from Prince George, where it will connect with the Pacific Great E 'tstern R~i1way, to 
an unnarned point in the northern part of the province, a nd even t ua lly northwa rds to 
connect with the Yukon and Alaska transportation systems. B y a g r e e m en t , construct
ion of t h e r ailway must be s tar t e d by July 1st, 196 0. 

C om m e ncing J;:>nuary 1st, 1960, new c ol Ia ps i b le li ghtw eight containers for carrying 
Ir e i ght s h iprn e nts will be introduced by the Canadian N ational Railwa ys and t h e Tracon 
lea s i n g d i v i s i on of Thornley Engineering Company Limited of T o r ont o . The "Tracon" 
containers will be leased directly to private industries and transported by CNR on an 
ex per imental basis. They are reported to be of ru g ged c onstruction with a capacity of 
330 pounds, but collapse to a bout one-fifth their normal size for e m pt y movements. 

A n appli ca t i on to abandon the rail line of the Cumberland R;:lilway & Coal Company 
b e tw e en Springhill Junction and Springhill, N. S., was h eard r ecently by the Board of 
Transport Corrunissioners for Canada , Although service has be en t ernpo r a r i.Iy sus
pended on the line, vigourous opposition to the r ernova l of steel w as voiced by inter
ested parties. It was argued that a new industry for the town of Springhill might b e 
found that would require rail facilities. 

During the month of December, the National s ys tern issued a news release, informing 
M ontr eal's "sidewalk superintendents" of the progress being made in the construct
ion of the Rai lwa ys ' new Headquarters Building. The extraordinarily heavy girders 
and the odd-shaped trusses used in the steel construction had. excited many wondering 
cornments and one onlooker had been heard to remark lI ••• they s e ern to have been put
Hi r\ ~y old way •• ,lI, The Ra i lway s ' informative progress report was designed to allay 
t h e f car s of those who thought that serious mistakes were b eing made, and it informed 
th e r e a d e r s that the girders and trusses were, of course, being put up according to a 
w ell- d e signed plan. 

BeC8us e the basement of the new building consists of seven railway tracks, three 
now in existence, the basic supporting columns had to be placed wher e track clearances

( . 
p ermitted, fo r mtrig an irregular pattern, but regular spacing of columns is required 
fo r t he upper floors and the transition betwe en the re gula ', g r id of the office floors and 
the irregular one at track level was a chieved by hea vy g~ :: ·dF.' r s a nd truss es b etween 
the first, second and third floors. The girders a nd tru s s e s a r e Cl. S strong as those 
us e d in bridge construction in order to "pick up" the h e avy loads of t h e t all office 
bu i ld ing columns and carry them Clown to the track columns.

*::~ ):' *):{ ):~ '** ):c 
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During the past month, the CNR has been operating a rrtil-grinding train in the Sou
thern Ontario District. Similar in principle to the rail- grinding crtrs formerly oper
ated by the Montreal Transportation Commission and other street railway lines, -the 

tra in consists of nine cars, running at a steady 2 m.p.h., showering sparks and dust 
from its 96 power-driven abrasive wheels, gridning out the corrugations and irregul
arities in the rails. 

Establishment of a joint office by C.,nadian Pacific CommuniRations and Canadian 
Nationa.l Telegraphs at Fort William is being planned. The Joint CN-CP operation 
would allow more economical operation, provide better service to the Fort William 
area, and act as a. "guinea pig" upon which rnore :desprea d joint services could be 
based. 

The Wenner-Gren B. C. Development Company has filed preliminary railway plans 
with the British Columbia Provincial Government. The proposed rail line is to extend 
from Prince George, where it will connect with the Pacific Great E'lstern R"ilway, to 
an unnamed point in the northern part of the province, and eventually northwards to 
conne ct with the Yukon and Ala.ska transportation systems . By a greeiuent, construct
ion of the railway must be started by July 1st, 19 60. 

Commencing J~nuary 1st, 1960, new collapsible lightweight containers for carrying 
fre i~:!J.t c;hipments will be introduced by the Canadian National Railways and the Tracon 
lertsing div ision of Thornley Engineering Company Limited of Toronto. The "Tracon" 
containe rs will be leased directly to private industries and transported by CNR on an 
experimental basis. They are reported to be of rugged construction with a capacity of 
330 pounds, but collapse to about one-fifth their normal size for empty movements. 

An application to abandon the rail line of the Cumberland R;.1ilway & Coal Company 
b etween Springhill Junction and Springhill, N. S., was heard recently by the Board of 
Transport Cornrnissioners for C;:lnada. Although service has been temporarily sus
pended on the line, vigourous opposition to the removal of steel was voiced by inter
ested parties. It was argued that a new industry for the town of Springhill might be 
found that would require rail facilities. 

During the month of December, the National systetu issued a news release, informing 
MoutreRl's "sidewalk superintendents" of the progress being made in the construct
ion of the R=tilways" new Headquarters Building. The extraordinarily heavy girders 
and the odd-shaped trusses used in the steel construction had excited many wondering 
cornments and one onlooker had been heard. to remark II ••• they see.u to have been put 
in rny old way ... ". The Rrdlways' informative progress report was designed to allay 
the fc<'rs of those who thought that serk>us mistakes were be ing made, and it informed 
th e reC1ders that the girders and trusses were, of course, being put up according to a 
well- designed plan. 

Bec:!Use the basement of the new building consists of seven railway tracks. three 
now in existence, the basic supporting columns had to be placed where track clearances 
permitted, fortning an irregular pattern, but regular spacing of columns is required 
for the upper floors and the transition between the re gular g :rid of the office floors and 
the irregular one at track level was achieved by heav y g~ ::' d2 rs and trusses betweEn 
the first, second and third floors. The girders a nd trus ses ar e rtS strong as those 
us ed in bridge construction in order to "pick up" the heavy loads of the tall office 
bui :d~ng oolurnns and carry them Q()wn to the track columns. 


