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CANADIAN RAILROAD HISTORICAl ASSOCIATION 
INCOEPOR.ATID. 

Notice of Heeting 

to a ttend . 

P .O . BOX 22. STATION " B " 
MONTREAL 2. QUEBEC 

THE APrUL ~~,c;T IHG of the Assoc i ation will be 
hel d in room 202 , Trcnsportation Building , 159 
Craig Street Hest , at 8 :15 PM on ;"'Iednesclay , 
April 9th , 1958 . You are cordially invited 

I-1r. Douglas Brovm informs us that plans are 
Association News presently under way for our annual banquet , 

which will probabl y be held on tho date of the 
r-1ay meet ing , ~lednesday , Hay 14th . As usual , 

our banquets are pl anned as get- toe ethers of the members and their 
f amilies, and the success of the f unction is usually judged by the 
number of "'/ives , mothers and fiancees pr esent . \Ie hope that all of the 
members will keep this date open . Further details will be announced 
in t he Iliay News Report . 

The Trip Couwittee is pl anning two further railway trips. The 
attendance a t our r·iarch 30th spring trip has convinced us that two , a nd 
pos sibly three , r aih ·ray trips a year a re pnacticable . The dates of the 
t wo proposed trips a re: 

Sunday, July 20th : 
vicinity, possibly 

Steam 
as f a r 

tra in 
as La 

trip by CNR 
Tuque. 

to the e a stern Laurentia n 

Sunday , October 5th : Annual Fall Fol iage excursion by CPR and QCR 
steam traim. from Liontreal to Sherbrooke , thence to Newport via the 
fr e i ght- only ,.uebec Central line, with a small side trip up the 2 . 4- mile 
bra nch to Stanstead . \Ie are investiBating the possibility of having a 
double-headed train on the ~CR portion of the trip . 

Further details of these projecte d ~rips will be annollilced in the 
News Report as they become available, ahd 'iiill be made by direct mail 
to those \ iho appear on the Trip Com.ll ittee 's mailing list. 

Ra il".TaY Division 
The r estor at ion of the open electric car is pro
ceeding a~ce , under the direction of the Super 
intendent of l1011ine.; Stock , Nr . Robert R. Clark 
and his working coramittee . 

Indeed , such an ext ::msive amount of ;,·.;ork has been done that t h is 
project has ceased to be a "r estorat ion" ; it is rather , a complete r e 
building . ~Jh ile it was orie inally int ended to replace onl y certain 
woo den parts of the original car which haJ de t eriorat ed with age , 
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Editoria l Addr ess : 
P. O. Box 22 , 
Station "Bot , !-Iontreal 2. 

Editor : Ur.1er S . A. Lava l l ee 
Deputy Editor : uouglas Brovm 
Asst ~ Edi tor : :"orster Kemp 
Com~ittee : Anthony Clegg , 

I:e::1l1eth Chivers , 
. dll i ac Phar oah . 

I1esearch Histori an : 
Hobert a. ::Jrovm 

the necessity for a compl ete reJuil ding 
became obvious Q S the r.lcta l parts "Jere 
stripped f rom t he ca r . This f a ct , cou
pled ·.i:i.t.h the a vailabi l i t y of int erested 
professionals in the persons of l1essr s . 
Leona rd )Jl"'ook and Paul !Iornea u of the 
~:Ontreal Transport!l.t ion Comnission , led 
the ilailmq ~ivisio::1 to pursue such a plan . 
The c &.. r i ~ !lO":.! \isll on i ts way to recon
struction , and ... ,:1ile all of t he original 
oetal parts (truck , posts , sea t castinf;s , 
brackets a nd small fitt i ngs ) wil l be in
cor por ated in the ne,·r car, the only wood 
parts which have been sal vaged a r e the 
compl ete roof , and the seat back s • 

In the r e buil ding process , it \I;as 
necessary to strengthen the sa lvaged roof 
\'Tith steel ribs or carl ines , and whil e 
va rious structural improvement s :iave been 

made i n rebui l dinG the car , t he or i g i nal outwar d appearance will be pre
served e xa ctly, even to t he alternate dark and light varn i shed slats i n 
t he benches . T:le ori gi nal builders pl at e Nill be mount ed on t he :;ront 
bull:head , w~il e i t is pl anned to place a drebuil ding" pl a te on t he rear 
bulk~ead , as the Railway Division be l ieves t hat t he As s oci at ion is t he 
first [;roup of its size and means to effect t he com.pl ete rebu ildinG of 
;;:. pie ce of :nuseur.l e c::u ip!ii.ent . 

At a futuro date , uhe ;J. t h is '·lOrk !-las been done , we are pl anning a 
f eature artic l e on t !",e recm;.struction of this car, vlith di agrams . 

00000- - 0 - - 000000000- - 0 - - 00000 

':le have l ittl e occasion to ·tIT'ite editorial s , as we be-
:£d itori2.1 lieve that the subscribers and members l ike to have fac-

t ua l and constructive articl es in return for their 
support . H01ilever , we felt that some cO Jn!""!lent shoull:i be 

made upon the content of t his issue , and so:ne of the f a ctors leadi ng up 
to it . This April issue , :Jo . 88 , is , \-rith the exception of I·Ir . Leonar d 
Seton I s secone; part of his eXcell(mt h istory .IThe I ntercol oni a l ·l , essen-
tially made up of r.1ater ial f r om Hester n Canada . I·!r . George Hearn ha s 
contributG:d a ;> i ece on t he pass i ng of the passenger service on t he 3rit i sh 
Colw:foia El e ctric Railway , which \-;ill be mourned 'by many , whil e i1r . 
El wood ~ihite has sent in tiw second i nstalment of !lis piece on t he 10g16-
i.~.; !'2.i h iays of Vancouver Isl a nd . As an idea l suppl ement to this , i·,e 
ha ve some randor:1 notes from I'lr . Steve 'ialbri dge \-mo has just r eturned. 
from a business trip t o tho '.!est Coast . 

r.1cs srs . ",lliitc and Hearn a r c members of the Vancouver Island .;.laihray 
Ei stor ica l As s ocia t i on , whose f ormat i on ... ra s noted i n these page s sor.1C 
!i!onths ago . ,:hile the I::ditorial Co;:::1ittee has sever a l excellent and. 
r eliabl e sour ces for its L1forr,1<.lt io n , our linG S of cou..ilunication w"ith the 
Pacific COQst ~klve ali:ays been rather vleak , not at all in kce pi ne vlit h 
an Associ2..tion ull0se pr etended scope er.lDra CGS nI l of Canada . Happily , 
t his has been an1en:ied b~' t he i :lfor watiol1 \"lh ich the VIRHA have been f ur
nishine recent l y , and ,·,h i ch will aillays fL"ld a pla ce i n the News . teport , 
al,ong \dth no"t e s from el smvher e , to k eep our menbers informed of the 
!!lore interest inc aspects of Canadian r a il"ay do ings . 
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LOGGING RAIL·.iAYS OF 
VA NCOUVbi{ ISLAHD •• •• ••• 

Pa rt Two - By J.!:h rood Hhite 

News Re port - 195$ Pag e 48 

Last month , as you will r emeIllber, \'1e 

paus ed in our "teakettle tour'( of Va n
couver Isle.nd at Honeymoon Bay , in the 
Cowichan Va lley . Returnine to the 
east er n side of the I s l and, we continue 
nortinlar d s t o Ch ..... mc::.inus , about 12 mil es 
nortn of Du.nc.:l.:1 , c:.nd the site of one of 

the l argest l umber mills in t h e British Cor:1;. Ion " .'Gal th , t h e property of 
NcNillan and Bloedel Limited . This mill v:co.s !'or:nerly owned by the Victor
i a Lumber Company , one of the larg est. locgi ng- r a ih'la y operators . All 
tha t r emains nm-, is a Porte r 2- 6- 2 s add l et:lnk locomotive of eighty tons 
vlhich i s used for yar d s1;,ritching . 

About e i ght miles north of Chema inus is La dYSMith , headqua rters of 
th e Comox Ha ilvn:::.y &. Logging Company . T~lis company at one time emplo r ed 
fifteen enGi nes a t Lady smith and a t t heir o;.>er a tions at Comox , furth er 
north . Now, tv,ro Bald,-;in 2- 03- 2 locomoti'les nr e used on a preloe.d operat i on 
fro:n their Nc.naimo Lake Camp to Ladysmith . Trucks dump the logs i nto Na n
aimo Lake, a nd they are r e loaded on the railway for the 22- mile haul to 
Ladysmith , where they are delivered to the l!: . &. N. or dumped into s2-lt 
VIater for ha ndling to r:lill s . Also in t he Hana i rno Lak e are~, j·ld lillan &. 
Bloedel (Na naimo La k e Division ) has a I1ont r ea l - built 2- 6- 2 using Comox 
Lo eg ing &. Ra il",ray tracks to th e E&U interchan ge a t La dysmith , whence the 
E&.N carrie s the log s to Chemainus , where they arc ha ndled by th e switcher 
ment. ion ed a l)ove . North of La.dysclith \'1e come to Na naimo , second largest 
city on the Island and at one t i me t ;1e scen e of the coa l-o inin[r oper a t ions 
of C~nadinn Collierie s Linited , and' Jestern Fuels Compnny , '·lith their ex
t ensive r .:. ilwa ys , of Hr. ich onl y aba ndo:1ed roadbeds rema in . 

The onl y r ailway l eft in the accQssi:'l c ~rt of the Island is thnt 
of Canadian Collieri e s (Dunsmuir) Limited at Union Ba y . T:l is is a lso a 
yard opera tion , the coa l be ing brought from the mine by truck . In ex
plana t i on , it might be mentioned tha t much of t ht2! coa l is shipped out in 
railway cars , some of it even going to :iiainland points , carried across 
on the numerous CD.r bur ge s operCl ted by both rail wa ys a nd also b y several 
tou i ng co':lp.::;.nies betue en Vancouver I s l and a nd the mninland . At Union Bay , 
an ancient Bal dvlin 4- 6- 0 i s a lte rnat ed with a 2- 6- 0 , a s only one enbine 
i s r equired at E'. t i rJe . 

Th e iJJe st Coa st D.round the Albc rn i Cc.na l s c::.w t he l ast of r .:l. ilway 
l oge in€ l .:l. s t f ~ll Hh en the Fr ankl in :1iver Division of i.Jci!illan L Bloedel 
ch~nGed t o trucks . Ther e \·Tcre .:Cormcr l y [.lany l a r ee r a ilwa y logging oper
ations , s u ch a s 1.1&.3 , Albcrni PaC i fic , a nd Bl oedel, SteNart & ~Jelch . 

For the "Grand FinnIe" of our tour , we ".lUst t 'l.ke a pl ane or a tVTo-day 
boa t trip to ";;nrl m'10od , n Gar Alert Bay ~nd 40 mile s beyond the end of 
t he road fror,l Victor i a . At t h is point is t he r a ill.rra y ope r a tion of Cana d
i a n i"orcst Products Li,nit ed . This i s t he l .:tst r a ilway loeging oper a tion 
on tho British Columbia coast , with a ma i n line extenJ ing sixty rail es 
from the o.ast co c::. st to the "( lest coa s t of the Isla nd . Onl y l <l st year , a 
29- mile extens ion Na s built , a t <:: co s t of t hr ee million dolla rs . This 
b y passes l~\.Lilpkish La k e , in t he CC:1.t. r e of t he isla nd , and eliminate s 
dumping the log s , tmi ing thorn a cros s t he I t.k e a ne. reloading the m on the 
railwc.y . il.t l ast count , t here we r e n i ne t een loco(;!otive s on the property , 
of \vhich about hal f Nere steam and h a lf d i e s e l. Even the diesels are 
inte r e sting , howev er, n s OiLe i s a Shay c::.nd t he other a C;I.imax . One of 
the l a r GGst 10cof.1ot ives in us c for lorr i nG anY"There today oper a tes on 
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this line . It is a simple arti culclted 0a l d':l i n 2- 6- 6- 2 Neighin~ 145 
tons , which day ~ iell be the only art iculated e~gine in Canada . {Yes . Zd . ) 
T:1e compan}" a l s o possesses the l a r['est C'onventiot!al locoiilotive ever 
used on Vancouver Island , an hico- built 2- 3- 2 . 

This brin£"s us to the end of our "tour of the lOGPine :-ailways of 
Vancouver Island ; those that are l eft supDl:r Cli1 i Llea of 'l!1at has gone 
before . 

-----0--- --
3 . G.E . n . HAPS ;;oOR SALE ---.---.----

The VC,·J, couver Island . ..tailvray 
Historical .4.ssociation is offc!'in[~ for sale a number 
of l a r ce- scu.1e i-;IapS of the Jri t isi1 ColumJi a :Zlectric 
.{.:.:. il':.'D.Y S;Tstenl in Victoria , 3 .C ., l'hGse ,,!aps , fOll...'"1d 
in a printer's \.;arehouse , ..... lere pu1:>lizhed beto;;'leen 
1921 and 1937 . A photograph of a :JGER interurban 
car and a sur:1l11J.ry of the l ast run of I i<:trpole- Steve
ston iaterur"jans \'Till be included . They may be 
oruer eJ. fo r ~,l . OO fro::! D. Parker , 3g31 Merriman 

Drive , Victoria , B. C. 

'ravLL"':Y3 L .. U;:ii: LAST l1U:~S Oi-r J . C. t:LECT2IC I ;V.!.WAYJ ' S l;'UFOLE- ST::V';STOiI LIllE 

by G. ~1 . Hea;r-n 

CAJ no . 1225 made its l ast 
!'cvenue ru.t1 over the 
i·~arpo le-Steveston line on 
Friday , February 23 , 1958 , 
thus bri~ng to a close 
the once- extensive passen-

ger service of 'che Bri t ish Columbia Eihec"tric Railway . The car left 
Larpole at 12 : 30 Al. i n charge of Conductor La\rlrence LO\ .... e and n otorman 
Bert Hall , accor.lpan ied by Assistant Superintendent Lee Stewart . There 
\'lere s ixty- eiCht passenCers on boa r d , composed nai:11y o f railway enthus
i asts fro m Vancouver , Victoria , New '. iestminster , Richmond , Steveston and 
h.elowna , i n British Columbia , and Seattle , ·,;e.shington , U. S . A. CO:lpany 
security police rode the car to prevent the ca r from beine stripped by 
over - zealous souvenir hU:lters , as has occurred on previous '/farewell d 

trips . 

I r.1.medi atel y upon lea ving l;arpole , the line crosses the north ar:n of 
the l·~raser .liver by means of a low- level bri dge cont aining a swine: dl"'aVl 
span . Durin€: the linefs fifty three years 01 operation , co:mtless t hous
anGs 0.£ passengers m ve cursed this bri0.c e for the de l ays i t has caused 
to the trains . It is ironic that on the l ast run , both the outbound and 
inbound trips were del &yed by the bride e 1Jeinr opaned. for river traffic . 

The l ust i n')ound t rain l eft 3teveston at 1:00 Ali and arrived in 
1-~rpo1 e at 1 : 30 MI. .~n:.er a ll passen[;ers .:i iser.1'!Jarked , the cnr l e.:t for 
t ~1e Kitsilano car S~lOps . The str::tion at i"Iarpole was oi:"icially closed 
to passenger se~vice at 1 : )0 Ail aft~r a l most. 53 years of service to t.he 
pu':Jlic . 

A. special cO:!li,~emorative trip '.las held about 92 hours l~ter the same 
dllY . ·1":·10 trains Nere made up , each of t\,lO cC'.rs , bedecked \'lith flac s and 
bunting . 'l'l:e f irst of t~1ese trains consisted of cC\rs 1231 and 1222 , and 
t he second , cars 1208 and 1 207 . CO!'":lpc:.ny officials and inv ited Guests 
boarded at Harpole and t;le trains l eft a t 11: 00 Ail . A stop was made at 
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Brighouse to pick up other invited fuests and tne trains proceeded to 
Steveston "There more invited guests boarded f or the return trip to Brig
house . This is the bus i ness centre and municipal hea:lcuarters for the 
suburban ;,iun icipality of Rich:;tond. All of t~f~ participants r epa ired to 
the nevl, mou.era istic r.:unicipal Hall, adjacent to the B. C. E. n. , for a 
"farewell lunch " . After lunch, all toar ded the trains and proceeded to 
I-Iarpo le \'lhere the [,uests \~ere put on buses an ... l returned to their homes . 

'£he trui ns left r·Iarpole station for the Iatsil ano Shops , stopping 
en route at 41st a nd 30ulevard for raihray cntllusiasts to take pictur2s . 
As the trains ,:ere not turned , the cars arrived in reverse order so 
that car 1231 \'ras tl1e l ast car over the line. 'i'he ca rs arrived a t the 
shops at 3: 00 PH, lIIere stripped 0 / their de corntions , nnd set out on a 
siding for disposal. Some of thol] will ~)e preserved by railway historic
al associat ions . 

The line fror.J. Vanc ouver to Steveston Has opened f or service in 190 2 
0Y the Cnnadian Pac i fi c ~1aihlay , using s team- hauled trains . A tii!leta~)le 
issued i n 1904 S:lOi'IS tr:at there were ttiO trains fa ily in each dir ection . 
On July 3 , 1905 , the line Has leased to the 3 . C. E . R., v/ho started service 
the same cay , haVing carried out a trial run on July 2 , 1905 . 

CARS US@ OIl m" LA:JT RUNS: 

No. Builder Jate Type 

1207 BC~J New Hest:ninster Shops 1905 DE ·.Iood l·;oni tor (RIl)roof 
120B .j ., 01 " 01 .1 

1222 3t . Louis Car Company 1913 DE Steel, Arch Roo f 
1225 01 ., ., 01 ,j 

1231 01 01 01 01 ., 

1>.- Controller Type . All cars gave gear ratio of 57 . 

Cir . HeClrn cO:;J.inents that he '\IlaS the l .:-st revenue passenger 
on the line , and hence on the BCSR r ailwa y system. ) 

000 

J1AIL'lOADli/G ;iITH A C.:U·lE1A - lIEST;;IlN STYLE 

I·larch 1958 - by Steve ~ialbridge 

1\ Hotors ---
N GE204 
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i l. 'Jusiness trip to Vancouver for two \'leeks provided an opportlli1ity 
to take tHO trips on Saturdays in tra ins in British Colu.'1Ibia . The f irst 
was on the .c;squ:i.mal t 2~ :Ianaimo dayliner , and the second on the Pacific 
Great bastnrn dc:.yliner, and a mixed train . 

After a. ni.:;ht trip from V.::ncouver to Victoria on the SS EUaCES0 
JOAif , there is J:rel y an hour and a ha lf bet\men boat al~rival time and 
d0parture of the :.;:'~lr dayliner . Tlli s Has sufficient t i me to visit the 
Ci'm. rounJ!lOusc i n Victoria . ~,t1C l as t steam en[,inel. 2194 , w::'.s still warm 
aft~r havtng '::>een used on the previous Thursday . The other stea:ners 
previous l y used on the Islaml have been '(s ent back castil , according to 
a rilachin ist in t~l.e rounuhouse , e J:ccpt for one \'lhich is temporarily 
based at Duncan . Hm'lever , the C;J tra ck at uUXlcan is about three miles 
from the J:~;';' T so I r:1 issed seeing it. 

At the ~G.; station in Victori<:. , .:Jayliiler 9054 \'las being warmed up 
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by the car inspGctor . He \'lOS a very f riendl y ch,~p and introdu ced r:m to 
t~;'8 encineer rJ.i1d ';:.hc acent . 9054 had been in an acc i dci1.t out s i de ';dmon
t o!') SO~"lC ~,lontIls ilt.a , but the sc o,rs li.ad beon expertly removed . I ':laS 
hec?di:lg for L<ldysr.1ith , 59 rolil;;3s frOfil Vic>.:;orin . 'l'~1C cOU:ltry is very p ic
ture5~ue , and. kept ::1;'; cr~:!1c;ra bus).~ . One of t. i.10 odditi es seen ,".ras a former 
dou'.:: l e- ended observc.tion cc:.r ca lled "Ladys;nith ,1 at t iw side of the track 
and no'.' used as t1. cabin . It a:r: eared to ')(3 in a very f ood state of repa
ir . I<iost of the stations a r C! f l ac:: stops , but passenrer s 'were ,\Ta i ting a t 
most of thor.1 . At. Le.Llys.sith , I saN five on;:ii:'!Gs of t he COliiOX Loeri ng l~~ 
:~ail\-.jay Company adjr.cent to the E,~·.H tra c!-::s . A i10stler i'Jas paintinG a 
2- 8- 2 BCl l dwin , Eo . ll , '.)uilt in 1923 , \i:1ile another , :,uilt in 1 929 , \'laS in 
the engine house . Both VIere hot , and are used regularly. They ,",cre very 
clean , and obvi ousl y "lell l ooked ilfte r . .l.'~lreC relics \'rer e stored on a 
neighbourin[" track , a 2- 6- 2 Bal d\':in , a 2- 6- 2 '.vith saddl e tanks and a 
tender , and a Lim~ Jhay , :)1.,1ilt in 1927 . J(3spitc dul l weather , I VIas 
~appy to get !,i ctures f r om several 3.ngl es . A southbound E& ... N freight 
stopped for ord.er s at Ladysmith . I t was d i esel - po','/ered . 

Tv-l0 obli[, il1C citizens of Vc.n~ver Island Drovi ded lifts to i{anaimo 
i'rell before another Princess boat d.oparted for ~ancouver . The tic1~ ct 
agent suc;gested thnt I vis i t a small p.::!rk near the "'harf to s ee the loco
"lOti ve s'(.ored there . ~,. t was t he 0- 5- 0 coa l mine eng i ne '('.Jellington,j a:ld 
\-tas \,1011 preserved a. top a small hill . A br onze pl ate gave the encine ' s 
h isto:-y , and stated that i t had been pl aced in the park i n 1952 dunder 
i ts Oi·m steaw'/ , .:J. :lot incons i der a.'Lll e .feat , I ima[ine , consider inG the 
gr'ade on the hill . 

iIhil e l eav i l'l.g the h .s.r bour ;It Nanair.lo , a ca r barge from the mainl and 
arr ived ",lith about twenty box cars aboa r d . 

T:'.c :':0110\'1iI13 ... aturday , I de Cided on a trip on t he rGE Dayliner , 
de s pito very threatenine vleather . The de.y turned out later to be quit.e 
sunny . A bus l eaves do\'rnto\iU Vancouver at 7 :15 for tJorth Vancouver stat 
ion , a very attr<J.ctive , :'!loder n structure . The train consisted of three 
Budd cars , BC- 3D fu"1d. J C- 31 being cxpr ess- kitchen- reclining seat coaches , 
Vlhtle BC-ll was ~l.n all- coach ca r . The PG";; colours of yellovl and p:r een 
!:lake the cars very P~10togei1ic . 

The nevI trClC!-;: from iJorth Van couver to S,!uC!.mish , 39 . 2 miles
i 

hc.s been 
hc\'m out of t he s i de of the Inountains \"here they dr op off steep y ;.nto 
Ho"re Sound . You travel about 1 50 ' ilbove the water a rood shar e of the 
Hay on tra ck that is about 90,b curves . Afte r the r a il l ine VlClS built , i t 
VlaS decided to bu:Lld c. hiC:'·1\vay f l.lrt':1er up the nountainsidc and p.1rCllleling 
t !le r .:;, illv£l.Y . Bl ast i ng for t!1e h i ghuay sent boul ders r olling down onto 
the r a. ;'lilny , ane! nunerous l enGths of grotcsquely t\'list ed r ail abandoned 
at t,~le side of tee right - of- \·.ray , prOVide nut €:: test i mony of "lhat a r 'J ck can 
do to a rail . Staad ing i !1 the ircsti::>ul e of the ca r "li th the Nindml .io\m 
prov i ded an excellent opportunity f or pictur es , and for breat!1ptaking' 
vie\'.'s where t :1e 1.10l':.llta ins dro p away sharply from the ed,r!e of the t i es . 
r.1o.ny rocks see.J t;o hang precariously on t!1C s lopes .:tbove the tra i ns , 
scemi::!Ll y l. ... E~ .... dy to roll 2cross the t :'.::!. ck and dOl'!l1 into the water any 
mO:!1C:lt . A fri0!1"':' , 1'1;10 \-'laS rid ing in the c.'Ol.boose of a nixed train , had 
a harro",ling experi ence of havi:1E a huge boul der d.emolish the r ear end of 
th3 caboos ,-" a f 011 f eet 1;)ehind where he \'ras sitting in the cupo l a . At 
SqU<.l:.l iS:l , the "ll"lo.rves Vl11 ich used to be t~ e "end of the line ol on the PGi: 
E'.ppear to be used still . The snops a mil o out of Sc;uanish provided a 
qui c!-:: vic,", of thG to p onl y of on 3 steam cn ~' ine stored out- of- doors - the 
only sien of st ea.:.'7! on the l ine , except for the ,·!Uter t a nks . 
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L1~ ride f ro __ 1 Squnnish to Pemberton , '-lhere I det r o. ined , rises to 
2J,.OO'. up steep t :..".:.dce and th~ough numerous cuts . 'l'hc snow Has deep , but 
it. o~lhancG d tho scenery . Soverc.. l siJinr s ~1eld 10C[, im: ca rs , but no loco
motivc:op . It 'was spring in Pemberton . An obliging citizen volunteered to 
ts}::e me for a drive up a 30- :.-i.ilG- long valls y uh ich supports potato f a rns . 

'1':113 southbound ,,: iy.6G. tl' .:1in cons isted of a yc.lloltl d iesel yard sl"litcher , 
a do z en box cars , a ,lpigGy- b,:l.c!c d C2r ·\"!5.t:l a '.-ildl y sv,raying tra iler , a 
caboose , tHO e.:::press CQrs t hat a~~earcd t o be ex- USitA ce.rs . and an 
c.ncient PG2 slcG)cr na_::J.Qd <1"J13 LAKE " . 'rkw cupola was .:l much better van
t age point for pict.ur e s tho..h th ::: sleeper ( tc:upcrD.ture nea rly 900 ) and 
,'JuS equipped with a c~1ntty tr.::l. in!!L.:1.n to point out t ~-;'G .'3 i r-hts o f interest . 
One of such siChts was the vial of seven sha ttered box cars r esting in 
t he ~-ioods dO\m t he embankment . l'he se were thG rGmains of the "70- I·Iile 
\ir eclc l of some months previous . Tvmlve Cilrs of l umber jt.ckknifed in Q 

:~ ocl{ cut. After lli110adinc t:1G l Uwbor , five CD.rs were vlOrthy of repairs . 
A tra ctor towod t.he other s even into the :)ush . Further on, the t.rain 
stopped after running ovar tHO torpe G.o es. A fl [ttrJan's message to the 
e nc inucr ltl;1 S relnyed via the rad io - phone to the caboose tha t <l "!-Tidge Vias 
unde r rep.::. ir. ~·. ppal~ently, the llie ek before , four ca rs in t::1G u i ddle of 
a 30- car frci::-,l1t , der ;liled and rode unnotic ed for some distan ce , and 
ovc:r a briure over a very d cp gor ge . Final ly, they took off dmm the 
embnnknli..mt . 

Tho bC1.l.::nce of the trip fron 3quamish to l'~ ortl1 V.;::ncouvGr h.s.d r,m a 
little '1orr i<::d ::.bout t he l oose rocks I had. s ee n durinr. the morning . At 
t he terminal , the north':>ound pass enecr d;::.ily .... ,as ua iting to depart , 1.1ith 
a bricht yel10,1 ca r on t:1e r ear to prov i de light <tnd heat to the coac~1cs . 

D.::: d: i n 'lancouver , the C~l1 roundhouse p:,,'o v i d ed us with a nice pic
tur e of Ho . 2709 , the l [tst steam eng i ne in the City , held as a spare . 
1'£lere , too , was CP:'t diesel- hydraulic No .13, 'v!ith connecting rods on 
ea ch truclc. At t he B. C. :.Zlectric :Laih:E:.Y yards , an l3!TIployee told us that 
the l ust passenger car had operated on :"ebr uary 27th, followed by a s hort 
officia l trip on February 28th . Seven \I[")od an.:! stee l cars , six electric 
freight lOCO::lotives and sundry vJork e quip:nent made an excellent d i splay 
for camera S~1otS . One \-looden car , Ho .1202 , "laS the subject of tender care 
by four f.1cmbers of the fuge t Sound Railway Historica l Assn . ,-rho had bought 
it for tra nsfer to their collection i n Seattle . They were cxch.:nc..: i ne 
"lindm" shades , s ee.ts , w~. istles , etc ., \"lith oJehcr ca rs to get the most for ' 
t heir :~loney - a vl3ry pruJ.cnt step . .ii:l ectric freight opcr2.tions ca rryon . 

A f as t tflxi ride i n l.!i a nipe ,§'" s !~lo"\'led the usua lly- busy CP roundhouse 
to hc.ve no s:L,:""ns of steam eng ine opera tion , a groat chang e from my l a st 
trip i n Jun.G 1957 . 1.!eston Sho ps yard \<las ful l of stored locomot ives . 
CF 977 on t:w SCl"'QP trC'. ck a ppc.1red t o ha ve been burned , while 6')63 vTaitcd 
t :ie torch nearby . 6939 , I think , shunte d in the yard nec.rby . A 6 200 
cl.::.ss s,..,itchGr \"lO.S s een a t the stock ya rds in St , :3onifrlce , but I missed 
a picture of it f or t!1a t ~1ird tine . At the CNR roundhouse , eN 7935 \'lith 
slopL"lg t:,;n..c.:.er "ms ":'oi:1g the ya rd s v!i tching . 1331 was dead in the yard , 
6046 vras 'x..:. cking i nto the s-: :'_tion , a very s h iny 4094 with b i g pumps in 
front of t.rw boiler "InS :loted , c.nd severed G300 t s sC<.'.ttered a~)out . 

old 
The Greater Ui i.l.lipeg ·fatar District provided Cl few photos 

but ViGIl - kept '\!looden passenger ca rs a nd yello1.'l cabooses . 
of the i r 

A illOst rcvlardi ng trip from th~ railroad ~lO b',)y point of vi mi ! 
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CEAPN Ti'TQ - PliOVll-lCI AL EAILi'l'AY CO~rSTRuCT!OU Il~ BRITIS"d 170ETE: Al?::ii'.RICA , 
The refusal of the Ioperial Gove~~cnt i~ 1852 to sanction and guarantee an 

i nte r colonial railway according to t he proposals of the Britisr. North Ameri can provinces, 
effectivel y kll~ed all hopes for an e<uly cOI!lr.lence!!lent of such a railway enterprise , 
but it c1.efinite;'y d i d not anni hilate the colonial <ll'lsires to authorize , construct and 
operate ra i h/ayi\ . Colonial statesme n, as Joseph lioue , Francia Elncks, Georges Cartie r. 
we r e ,.,ell aware of the ac'.ve.nt?.ges of this most modern method of tre.nspoz:tat i on , and felt 
that t heir provi nces could not compete in the world of industry, trade and commerce 
wHhout railways. Closel:r con.1'lected ,.,ith the United States and Great J3ritain , two 
countries now constructing railways at an enoroous rate , the Canadian provinces must 
bave been considerabl y influenced by the sp i rit of the current rai1wa~building era. 
Accordingly, the F r ovi nces of New Bruns;.tic1j, Nova Scotia and Canada almost immed i ate l y, 
0p"1;hei r own initiat i ve , cOl'!ll!!enced individual policies of railway construction. Unde r 
the '·i m>etus of this enthusiaGm, there occurred the first . great era i n Canadien railway 
building, roU&h1y from 1850 to 1860. An a ttempt ,.,111 be mE'.de in t his part meroly to 
deal with those ' parts of t his movement which directly concern the future Intercolonial 
Railway namely - the Gre.nd Trunk Milway in Cnnada (inc identally) . the New 3runswick 
Re.ilwai!, ~nd the Hova Scotia E.all • .,ay. The l atter will be treated at the greatest 
lengt h , otdng to the fact that i tB main. line wae to be incot;?ontted into t he main line 
of the Intercolonial Rail,.,ay, and the fact that more materi a l s are available pe r tai n i ng 
to the de tpils of ita construction and operation. J,fention will also be made of the 
sub sequent nes otiations with the Imperial Govern!!!ent up to 1867 , as Hell as a ge:leral 
survey of tho economic activi ties of the provinces in the early l8601s. to prepare a 
back " ground for the final compl etion of the Intercolonial Rail,.,ay , and to cOI!Ip1ete the 
.tory to 1867. 

Canada began i~ediate1y to authorize the greater par t of ho r portion of the trunk 
l ine thro~~ the provinces. Sir Francis Eincks had oet a ~~ . Jackson of the Brassey 
firo. of r ei l\1ay constructors '1hile i n !ilngland. , tlith t he result that lJie ssrs. Peto , 3otts , 
Jackson and. :arassey ,.,ere given a charter to construct the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada 
fro;:'! Sc,rnia to Tr oi s F1atoles, east of Q,uebec City; The necess8.l"'J' leg'is1ation was 
enacted in 1852, after many financial difficulties, and afte r many lo~ns f r om the 
Government of Cann.c1.a . Ti1e railway ,·tee compl eted, in 1860, to Riviere du Loup. 120 miles 
east of Q.ue'bec. t" h ich became the eastern terminus of the Grand Trunk Rail,.,ay . 

The same fi r m of ~nglish contractors had also impr essed the government of Naw Brun
swick ,11th its resources and ability, and accordine;ly, l1kew'ise in 1852, entered into 
a contract to build the 11e'" :3runsuick portion of the ol el ~uropean & north American 
Raibray. from the Maine boundar y to the Nova Scotia boundar:.: . Surveys ,.,ere compl eted 
1n .1853. and in the same year . Lady Head turned the first sod on Se ptember 14th, amidst 
much local enthusiasa at Saint John, ~.B . Construction ia~ediately ~oceeded , but i n 
the ~ next year, the financial crisis, universally attributed to the Crimean ~ar , obliged 
the . c.o~trp.ctors to cease their operations. Of the \·,or}: accomplished . the g r eater par t 
ley betWcen. l,;oncton, on the Petitcodiac River , and Shediac. on l:lorthum. erland Str ait , 
while a: ' tlmB.1;t e~ount of gradi ng had been perfonned at the Saint John end • . ', , 

In 18 56 , the contractor s definite l y r eti r ed from the contract , and the government 
of lTew 3runst1ick purchased \-(hat r oad. t .he r e was for the sum of ~450, 000 froo the said 
contractors, ani cor.;nenced operations under its o\-tn supervision. Three commissione r s 
we r e appointed in 1857, anc!. in that year , the section between Eoncton and Shediac lo'aS 

completed ~~der a contract which had been let on August 1, 1856. A further piece of 
thr ee mi l es out of Saint John, east, .. ard , ,·,as opened on Mar ch 17th, 1857. I n the follow
ing !'jay , tho t hree first-appointed commissioners we r e replaced by Me ssr s. Robe r t Jardi ne , 
i . C. Scovill and George Thomas, l"/ho retained their positions until June, 1865. 
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The remeining part of the road which was to be built at that time ''Ie.s cOI:lpleted in 

the follo.,ting sections: 

Saint John - Roth9~. 
Ro the ~ - Eampt on. 
liampton - &,lssex, 
SUssex - Moncton , 

9 
1} 
22 
45 

miles , , , 
" 

June 1. 1858 . 
June a, 1859 . 
lTovember 12, 1859. 
Auguet 1, 1860. 

This cocpleted the line from Saint John to Shediac, a~ounting, in all , to 108 miles . 
In 1861, t?l9 tetal amount expended on construC' tion an(l. otcer capital investments was 
$4, 548.564.59, h'hich works out at a rate of ~42 , 116.34 per mile . A short account of 
this New Bruns.tick no.ilway in 1862 states that it was "of superior quality, ",ell-built, 
well-drained, well- 1'allRsted. uith wi6.er cuttings and embe.nlo:umts than the Nova Scotia 
and C.;ne.dian Jines, and , therefore , not costing so much for yearly upholdance and 
i mprovement Self 

It ",ill ~e noted that the re.ilwey construction policy of New :Bruns\iick, as tlrus 
carried out, dili not coincide \'lith the Imperial Governt:lent l s desire for an Intercolonial 
Raih,ayt based on !:lil ibry considerations , but rather seemed to be directed to\lards the 
fulfiloent of the ::uropepn '-: North Al!Ierican scheme initiated at the Portland convention. 
New ~runswick could not possibly have sunk over four million dollars in a line up her 
east coast, for which the fo~er alternative would have called. The g reat majority of 
her populetion, nostly ag:Oiculturists, ",ere centred in the ... ,est, in the Saint John 
va lley, e.s we!"e likewise her princiFal towns, Saint John and Fredericton. Saint John 
was t~e pre~ier port and any railwey constructed in the provinfc , for the province , 
must have connected vrith that city. New BrunS\1ick was never very partial to the north
east s..'lJ.ore route, for her principal interests lay i!'l the south and in the Saint John 
valley w!.ich Has I denl for agricultur e , the province's foremost occupation. In the 
meantime , nothing lias done A.·,~out the portions ·oet .. ·,cen Saint John and Maine , and Uoncton 
and Nova Scotia until 1864, when surveys were authorized for those st r etches . Companies 
were fomed to construct them, but practically nothine was constructed prior to Con
federation. At this date , the New BrunS\1ick Ra.il~iay proper was under the General 
Superintendency of LG\ofis Carvell. 

Novp..Scotie likewi se ee.rly foI'!:!Ulated her o\'In policy of railwe.y building, and she 
had vcr.! definite i deas as to what she requiI·ed , and ",hat she intended to construct . 
The policy ~~R to construct just so ~ch of the contenplated main line of the Intercol
onial 1b.ilway as coincided with her own interosts and as lay Hithin he r resources . 
RJI.l 1 f':.1!>: , t~o capital p..od fO l"61!10St port , fro::l w!":.ich nny provincial railwAY enterprise 
was bound to coml"'!)nc~ , was to be ccnnectec''. eventn,,"llly ,·,itil Truro , and thence to the 
valuable oining 2.1·oa of Pictou County, and alpo with the settled farming distric t of 
iHndsor an":' A::l!"..'!.polis on the l3ay of fund;r . siJ.e of the Province . 

Legis l ation authorizing coopere.tion ,dth the other provinces for an inte r colonial 
ra n · ,ay \·,as uitMra\·tn . and in J~5:3 an Act ",as passed in the provincia l legislature, 
creating the Hova Scot ia ~aih.·ay. Sup.:plcoentary legislation the following year auth
orized the construction of rnih'sys in the province and the passing of a loan for such 
construction. RO~'al Assent was given to this on l-iarch :31, 1854. The railway was to 
be placE'd in t ile charge of a board of cOl:lCissioncrs, of \ihom the chief, Ur. Joseph Howe, 
",ss a oe!!!oer of the Government. In ordor t o tRke up this position, }~r . Sowe r esigned 
the office of rrovincial Secretary. Accordip~ to their first report , they met for the 
first tice on April 5th of the sa.ce year. They had r:ruch \:fork to do i t he re \.,as an 
enginee ring steff to organize , and there \iere contractoru and skilled workmen to be 
found be fore actual construction operations could be co::tJ:lenced. To make matte r s 
worse , no ~~J!lber of the board had an;,' pra cticel blm.,ledge of re.ih/ay na.king , yet they 
were expected. to supervise the efficient construction of a rail\V'ay ! It has been a 
continuous story throughout Cp.nadinn h i stor-J, that t!lose v,co know least about practical 
matters have the vital 8!ld !!lost icportcmt say, and rl".ih/s;rs have been subjected to I!Illch 
mis.!:la.1ll\gement , and ma~' unwise policies , on t his account . 
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On May 4th, the first contract for grading was !advertised, and on June 13, 1854, 

the first sod \'1a8 turned at Richmond , just outs ide of Halifax, which was to remain the 
Atlantic terminus for some time to come , The Commissioners l f~rBt Report , dated 
February 6, 1855 . addressed to the Provincial Secretary, summarizes the amount of work 
c ompleted in the nine months previous, and states that contracts have . een l et for 
three scctions, Qxtendi ng over t en milos , and that eighty miles beyond have l oen sur
veyod, four miles have been compl eted, and 11 cars r..m daily from tho depo t to tho 
four mile hause n• 

Much difficulty was expe rienced during tho ini tial stages of construct i on owing 
to the fact that heavy embankments had to be formed across the nume rous a r ms and c oves 
of tho harbour i asin, and that much rocle and gravel had to bo r emoved., owi ng to the 
rocky nature of th(l country. '1"0 add to the oxpense , the cost of l abour , as was r epor
t od, was onc- third h i gher than at any time during the previous twenty year s . The cost 
was estimated to i o about £7840 por ~ilo f or g rading and pormanont way. A t empora r y 
station and engine houses wore boing e r ected a t the Halifax terminus , and two lo.omot
ivos had been ordered f r om Scotland. Alrcfl.dy , oD9 locomot i ve was in operation , t ogethor 
with sover a l other ciscollaneous i tems of rolling stock, such as snow plows , passenger 
cars and trucks ",.nd waggons . 

By tho end of 1855, e i ght miles bed been compl eted t o Bedford , opened during July 
of that year, end over s ixty mi l es had been l ocated Rnd placed undor contract . Over 
tho cOr:lploted porUon, trains were now passing daily, to the number of four 'Sach way 
dur i ng the su;~or months , Md t h r ee during the wi nte r sen son. Passengers d.uring t he 
yenr nur.lbo r ed 30 , 56). Freight ca rried i ncluded ho r ses p.nd w'aggons , single horses , mail 
conchos , barrels, toxos , ~agsl baskets , iron i a r s , fish , lumbar , toa, tui s, cows, pigs , 
sheep, calvos, stoves and iron rails , so evident l y a vory extensive and varied freight 
traff i c \'/as developing. I t appears a lso , froo contEmporary statistics , that tho item: 
IIhoracs and waggons lt \'laS a ve ry i !lpOr tant onc . 

Grpding was by now not onl y proceeding on the nain line i n t ho direct ion of Truro, 
but likewiso on tho Windso r Bre~ch. Tho Enginee r r opor ted that during the year 1855, 
tho p.vcrAgc daily nUl!lber of oen cr.lploycd was 6)0, the oa.x i muo. on any ono day being 1242. 
Such portion of the lino as was cocplotod was dec lared to bo i n good order, and to i e 
withsto.nding the elements . Seve r a l now itoms had i een added to the r.J.ot i ve powe r and 
r olling stock. According to t he C o!~::I issione r s l Report fo r 1855 , the r evcrrue deri ved 
fron passenge r tr"lf fic was ove rwhcl cingly g r eater than that fran fre i ght , r oughl y 
£1659 as ag~inst £133, for tho l ast s i x conths. Total revenue amounted to £1898, as 
a~ainst running expenses of £996. At Dccecber )1, 1855 , however, ove r £202, 482 bad 
boon pAi d out i n contracts . 

During 1856, the fre i ght tr~ffic steadily incroased, but the railway was described 
by the Co~~issioncrs cs being yot too short to coor.~~d the conveyance of tho staples 
of tho COUL~t~J. A~ongst the r evenue ito~s fo r that year , thor o i s an int~resting onc fo r 
£25 fo r t he convoY1'.ncc of troops . Passenger traffic , of course, continuod to gain, and 
SOT.1C 50,844 parsons \'10ro c!l.rried during t he yep.r. The c Or.lplaint wes being ma.de t hat 
l abour and other comodities we r o costly, owing t o a general riso throughout the ma r ke ts 
of t he world . Labourers wer8 seldoD puid nny less th~~ five shillings por day , and six 
shillings per day was a frequent wago. Masons usually nado 10/- to 12/- pe r day. The 
aver.age nunba r of Den daily employed was 1622. There was no attenpt at false oconooy 
i n CO!'lstruction, And tho wo r k WE-.S r eportod to be of a durabl e n.."lture and i n excellent 
condition. T!lo r c \010 r c no i.111.nif('st signs of nny Wl'.nt of solidnrity. Bridge pier s were 
being c onstructod of the best stone , i ncluding grrmite , and the bridges were be i ng 
constructe(l~ of iron g irde r s . A \O/orkshop was p r ovi d.ed for at Ri chr.lOnd , whe r e pla tforc 
and o thor trucks t'lorc boing tutt'ned out . FrOIl tho JlRopairs of Stock Account!! for 1856, 
is obtai ned the interesting infoITIt:ttion that thc three l ocooot i vos wer~ naned r espec
tively, the u ~1ayflowern, the "Sir Gespard" and t:1e "Jo seph HO''1e u• A h i gh seandard of 
safety w~s evide ntly oaintained to date on tho r ond, f or both passenge r s and horses had 
been carricd without the s lightest injury, i t wes roported. 
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During the next two years. 1857- 58 . the oain line and tho t'iindsor Br"nch were COf.'r. 

pleted. Early in 1858 . tho line as fnr e.s Grand Le.ke. 22. 5 1:'.1105. was coopletod; by 
February 3. it roached tho Truro Road Jl.5 ~iles f r an Richnond, and i n Novcobor. it 
ar r ived at ShubeAAcadie, 39 ;:; iles out. On Deccnber 15 . 1858, the conpletcd r oad to Truro.' 
61.2 Diles, was brought into usa. I n the De~_~tine , tho Windsor Br anch was traversed 
by a 10cO!.io tive and car on Doccn. cr 31, 1857. and on June 3. 1858. tho line was openod 
for public travel. To accor.10date the increased services necessary, the nunber of ongirieJ3 
had been increased to sixteon, of ",hich six wo~c of Scottish construction, and five 
wore ftc?'l}"~f.~J'tle.:1d. A Mchina shop, a substnntial brick wilding, had been erected at 
Richmond, ~ut engina-house acco~odation was still wanting, tho house at RichDOnd only 
holdin& t~olve cngines at nost . The pa ssenger and freight cars were liko"tise augoonted 
~ !l. .nulJbe r ·, . 

The r f!. i1wny wp.,s by not ... bogin.." i ng to iIl#;luonce tho dovclopnent of the Province and 
to stirmln.te n(:w industries . l~cw . ranchos of businoss were doveloped, such as - _tho supp 
supply of cordwood , tinber, plaster, brthcks, etc. , and to tho coming of tho railw?~ was ' 
duo tho crection of \rick-nnking establishDents in the interior. Considorable quantities 
of theso products ",ero carried by rail to Halifax, and augmentod the freight revenue of' 
the railway. , 

A\out the end of 1858. a new tariff, which had recently . een prepared, caoe into 
operet i on. It was designed , according to the new Con;;, issioners. Messrs . Ja.':!6S McNal, 
A~Sco tt, an~ L.~. Shannon, to secura that which the traffic would bear, EL~d also to 
s e cure afai r r eturn t() tho revenuos on the services parforned. I t \.;as decided to put 
tho r ates on trial for a tine and to oake nodifications , it experience should deao it 
l).Gccssary. Tho Engineer at the tine, J anos Laurie . did not believe the.t the rail~lay 
~~d fJ. feoJ.~ chance to develop tho p'\ssenge r traffic of tho country. Raihle.ys induce the 
public to travc~ by offering spoedy transit ata l ower cost t han that of other neans of 
c.onvo~~e . On ' the NovnScotie. Railway, howover, the trains we r e all mixed , and no se~, 
rate pa~senger trains were provided, with the r esult that the saving of tine was invar~" 

i.bly neutraliz~d by dotentions at sta tions to load and unload freight. It was only 
recently that ~uBfficient 10eoDotives we r e av~able for a double servi ce , and it would 
probably not pay " all the year around. It was suegested, howevcl'i that separate pass
enge r trains !:li ght be run during the sumner, at least . The r a ilway hav i ng no intersect
ing connections. could not depend on trRffic frOD feeder or cODpoting lines, and accord
ingly , was obl i ged to wait the slOll devo l opr.;ent of tho cou.'ltry. Silrvic.e nO\'I includod 
tt-'lO trr;>.ins pe r day each way on both the nain line and the i'iindsor Branch. I t is of 
i~te rost to noto th2.t , durin;; tho poriod J u ly 1 - Deca~ber 31, 1858, t he total receipts 
of tho vai n line ?"f-::grogated over £4624, \·,hilo those of tho i'iindsor Branch were over 
£6977. I t was obvious frOD those figures \'Ihere the wealth and industry of the province 
lay. 

The r01:'.8ini 216 years up to Confed~rat ion \>I"ere ne.inly concernod with the i ::rprovenent 
of the m.ilway, and t he developncnt of trR.ffic and accordingl y , this period \"lill be 
doalt \'lith in brief. Tho only additional p i oco of rail construction. that betwe en Truro 
Bnd Fictou, occurs nt tho end of this period , so it will be ncglectod for the oonent. 

During 1859 , tnoro oocurred n deficit in t he operation of the rond, wh ich was poss
ibly due to tho ne\·, tariff roeontly pla.ced in ope r ation. as it I'IRS now conside red as 
fixed upon the l o\.;est scale cor:patible with a duo regard for the revenue . Passenger 
r evenue still exceoded that of freight , bearing a r atio to it of threo to two. The 
supply of such articles as cord~100d . timber, plaster, bricks , carried ove r the road 
was increp.sing , howover. 

Sone d ifficulty wns experienced in tho perfecting and coopleting of the pernanent 
way . Cm~ cuttin&s constantly slipped in, and spring freshets washed away enbanknents , 
whilo the roadbed itself ,.;as st i ll settling. Conste.nt attention was thus required by 
these !:la.tters, as \.;e11 as by the breakint;; of rails , chairs and plates . Dar..B.ge was like
wise done to bridgo structures byice and streaT.1s, and p rotection had to be afforded them. 
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Tho action of frost upon embanknents was particularly damaging; ~ch wo rk was dono dur
i ng the yoar i n widening the cuttings Rnd r educing the stnepness of ombanknonts . Sone 
consider R.t ion was now being g iven to a branch to Pictou, ad surveys were being made . 
During the sane year, four largo engines were r uceivcd fron Neilson & Co., Glasgow , 
Scotland, r..eking a total l OCO: l0tive stock of h /enty en&ines of which four, howeve r, 
were nOl" considered unfit for traffic on the road. Of all the engines , fourteen ''1ere 
built i n Scotlnnd, five at Portland, and one , Uo.l, at Bri dgewater , l.w.ssachusetts, USA. 

On February 10, 1860, Mr . J. f.!cCully t?as appointed COlJf.lissioner of Ra ilways, succ
eeding the old Board of COL:r::issionars, which hv.d brought the r"lilway t hrough tho con
struction stp_ge . This gentle~n, r o".lizin.g that econor.lies woro necessary, folt obliged 
to r educe the salaries of cDployoe~ on account of the deficit of theprevious yonr. 
He foll ot"od this up by reorganiz i ng tho v/orking dopartoont , and o..'\de the following 
appointnonts: 

Alexa.nder f~oir, continuod as Superintendent of tho 
Loc oDot ive Dept ., 

George Taylor , Superintendent of the Traffic Departnent, 
i'l'ill i fl!:! Marshall, General I nspector of upholdance 

and construct i on. 

I n 1859 , an expr ess train for mails and passenge r s had been introduced, but in 
or der to naintain a sp0edier schedule , i t bad been necessa ry to pass the smal l er stat i ons 
without stopping .. f.fcCully found that this had many disadvantages in a sparsely-settled 
country, as it wati too expensive to add 10CRl passenger tra i ns , and a ccordingl y he 
directed that a neHl'ly uniforn speed shoul d be adopted by al l trains, and that they 
should call at avery stRtion. During the year 1860, the nupber of passengers car ried 
on the Main Line exceeded that on the t'lindsor Branch, the figur es being 50,570 and 37, 
454. The quantities of freiGht wern now likewise greater, as well as the respectiverove 
r evenues derived f r an all sources. I n the neantine , DRny new stat ions had been con
structed on the line and ter!:'.inal f l'l.cllities t·/ere being p r ovided , including the engine
shed at Ricbnond which , accord i ng t o the Rl1. i h18Y Report of J anuary 25, 1862, cOr.lpar ed 
f avourably \-lith the best constructed engine sheds in Canada "",nd the i'lestern States. 

During 18 61 , pas se nge r traffic t ook a decided d r op , while freight t r Rffic oade 
a healthy n.dvance , with increased revenues . This was accor.1pl1shod despi to the advent 
of depress i on in the United States, occRs i onod Qy tho Civil Wa r . Tho d r op in pasBenger 
trnffi c was believed due to the fact that 1860 wa s an abno r mal year due to the p r es
ence in the Province olf His Royal Highness thoPrince of 'It/ules, and t he consequent 
i ncrease in public travelling. Honco , by conparison, 1861 sec ned a powr year . 

The Report fo r 1862 states: liTho telegraph connec tions whi ch have a l ready been 
nade at several of the i mportan t stat i ons on the line, will enable operat ~ ons t o ~en 
conduc ted no ro satisfactorily, particulA.rly dur i ng snow starns , or in case of accidents ." 
This was an i !'!'lprovcment \l/hich hnd be en r econtlended fo r several years , now, in various 
r eports by t herailway offici? l s . 

In J o.nup.ry 1864, 1-1r. J ane s McDonald , the succeeding Railway Compissioner, l:'.ade his 
first report at the sane tiDO.. H. F. Perl ey , Civil Eng ineer, appointed b~' the gover-
nncnt to Rscertain the con~ition of t he road, ~le a report in which he found ~an$ 
doficiencDs , ospecial l y with r egnrd to the pernanent way and buildings . In h i s report 
of October , 1864, Mc Donald repo r ted that the constant and heavy work was beginning to 
t ell v~ry heavily upon the r olling stock, ~spocially on the freight and flat ca rs. 

Let us nOill' turn to the one renaining r a ilway line built by the Nova Scotia Ra il..
way , that from Truro to Pictou, to serve the g r eat coalfields area. In 1864, Sandford 
Flening had been appointed Chief Enc, ineor of t he Nova Scoti& Railway , and accoid i ngl y, 
one of h is duties was to oversee the construction of this lino. The line was l et in 
very snaIl contracts , but the systeo did not succeed, and sono oc[ the origi nal ••• 
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contractors abandoned t hei r cont r acts . By the end of 1865 , the gove r noent . in desper
ation, offered Flening a free hand to conplete the work in any ~ner he desired. 
According to statute le.w, the , ... ork hM to bo per forr!cd by contract , so the Govcrnnent 
took tho work out of the hands of tho contractor s and ro-lot the wholo t o Fleni ng . who 
naturally had tQ resign as Chiof Enginoor. The roed hRd to be cot.'lpl oted by M&y , 1867, 
yet Flor.ing cOr.lplotod his orgp.n i zntion and finished the rond on ~1a.y )1, 1867, despite 
tho proval once of most unfavour~blo weathor and diffi culties caused by a hostil e pross 
i!1 NovE'. Sea til! . Tho r oad \"'as severoly c"n.lo.lJllod b~r these . , ~fho !mew nothing, ye t 
engineer s described it as "t he finest half hundred niles of rail, ... E\Y in British North 
Anerice . " His contract prico , incidentRlly, was $100 , 000 bolow his own orig inal estin-
ato . Thus t h is h ones t and scrupul ous Scotsmn sct a W01'thy ex.a.I:lpl a fer future public 
servants to adept , but there we r e few to eono who could oDUlate his conscientious atten
tion t o his duties . Fle~ing st i l l had the greater work of tho I ntercol onial Railway 
ahead of hie at thRt tina , however. 

i'lith the co~ploti o:1 of thi s st r etch of 52 T:liles , the Hovs SCOtiR Railwe.y was brcught 
to a t otd lencth of 145 miles. These ~lere built a.t a cost of $6, 791, 012. 46 or $48, 834 
:por n110. The finanCi ng of tho r a ilwny was acconpl ished by the i ssuc of debentur es 
which were saId in E!l.[~lnnd for tho nost pert , \·tith i ntorost At 6%. The gre~ter pert of 
t his inte rest \'/P.S p.."1id out of tho genElral rovenue of tho country. Cost of t r avel i n 
1862 W('.s 3i per !:'I ile , first cla ss, and 2¢ :por nile , second clp.ss . The ga.uge throughout 
was five f eet , six inches, or broa.d gauge . The a.vorage speed tlE'.intaincd was 20 o . p . h . 
i ncluding stops. i'lith this general description of the Nove. Scotia Railway, its soparate 
history oay now, perhaps , be 'orought conveniently to an end. 

There stHl rei.le.i ns , in this chapt~r , to include 1\ brief survey of furthe r inter
c ol on i a l l'1'\ilway neboti~tions , which took pl a cEl dUl'ing: this period. Both in 1857 and 1858 , 
the Provi nces sent deputntions , a.~. i n 1858, addresses , to London, in the hepo of winning 
the support of Hor Majesty ' s Governnont , out i n each case it was obl i ged to declino, 
stati!l6 t:.l'.t the resources of the E::;pire we r e ""lroady bOing sevor ely tfIXed , and tbnt 
natt.:mal expcmUture riUst be !:!.."Lintnined within the linit of national r e sources . Colonial 
observers at this tieo believed that t he only way in \1hich to fulfil the hope of Confod
orat i on, wes te construct an i ntercolonial railwny . In othor words , the Province s DUst 
bn united n"'teri~lly before they could be united politic~lly . The ra ilway DUst dove l op 
tradc aJ.'l.d C{lru:!o rco betl'/een the colonios , and ll.'lion \'/oulC!. follow . 

I n 1861, CiVil ~'ar comonceQ. i n the United. States, and the proxi Clity of an a ggress
ive E'.nd w~l.l'liko no i Ghbour cnusod r.mch E'.l nrD in the colonies . At that tir-e , thero had been 
nothing e.pproe.chine the " ano hUlldro~. years of peacen, and the United States had be on en
gaged upon a none- too-scrupulous policy of eAl'ansion. Accordingly, the tine we.s dee~~d 
ripe for a further suggost i on of tho necessity for the ra ilway between Ralifp~ and ~ue
boc, as a Dcasuro for Dilitary pr otection. A further oodress to tho Queen ne t with tho 
smolO noe;ativo r oply, howevor . Repr esentatives of tho Provinces ne t at ~ebec on Sept
onbcr 30 t 1861 , an.d i n October, a. desJ)f'.tc:!:l conveying the r esult ing resol utions was sent 
to London. The Provinces wero to ronew t hoir offers of 1858 , and that a delegation was 
to proceed to Engl p..nd to delive r the coloni:al nre;ur.;onts . 

:~ A delegat ion COl":'.posod of Messr s. P. M. V(mkO"Ughnet, Joseph HO\-fa and S. L. Tilloy 
proceeded to England , "I-Ihero nm ... s of tho UTront Affairlt roached then. liar betwoen Gr oat 
Bri tD.in nnd. the Uni ted Stntos Beened ir.1:1inent , a..'1d public opinion was docidedl y i n favour 
of the r a ihmy. The difficult position of CR.Dade. i n tho ~tinter whon ice closed tho St . 
La\'fronce was en;phasizod, as well as the exposed position of the long front i e r . The Prov
inces pr oposed to r a i se one-half t ho i nterest on £), 000, 000, ost i nnted to conpleto the 
r a ilwRY, if Great Britain would raise a like aoo~~t __ nanoly , £60,000 . The I eporial 
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Govornncnt declined, but r epoated Earl Grey ' s offer of l.{ar ch 10, 1851. This wa.s datod 
April 12, 18620 Deleg~tes of tho thr ee Provinces net again in quobec in Mp~ch and in 
Septenber. A.~ nereonent be i~ r OD.ched thut Canada should contribute 5/12 of the necese-
ary expenditurcl f~r constructing p..nn wo rking t he raihray, and that tho Mar it i ne Provinces 
should divide the re~indor , enothor delegation proceeded to EnglD.nd conposed of Mossrs . 
HOi'lland , Sicotte , HO\10 ~d Tilley. In Lonclon, an agreeoent was r aached and it seeDed as 
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t hough the rp.ibTny wns ab.,ut to be realized at last, when the nocess i ty of a sinking 

' fund , to be cstr..blishod by the Provinces, was put forward by Mr . Gladstone . The Canad
i an dolegf'.tes \-1131'0 indisposod to /'I,coopt this condition, and , as the I !':'.pcrie.l Govo~I}.:"'..1cnt 
~f8.S p rcp~. rod to P.cccpt only on those terr: s . tho issue was square l y placed: upon tho shoul
ders of CanllC!a. sooing that lfovn Scotia and Now Brunsi·.rick had assented, mill evon passed, 
by 1863, ' the nocessary f!'!.cilitnting legis l f'.tlon. As a prelininary survey by three eng
ineers had boon r.ade a necossit:: by tho I r_'PDrie.l GOV01'I1!.1Cnt , the Cemr.o.di an Governnent at 
this q . .Q~ felt tlw.t i t could do nothing beyoncl flg-rocing to tho survoy. I n August , ther e
fore ? it h~f:!i!'.atcd Sand.ford Blc!':':inr; as ita chief r eprosentativo . NevI Brunswi ck and Nova 
Scotia liket·,iso acceptod hin. as thei r rcpl'escnta tive, and the I operial GoverU!:lent , r ec
ognizing his chE'.rac to r and qu.".lifications, and dcsirillt~ to o:l..-pedite tho ar r anger:lonts , 
De.de the so l ection unani r..ous , by accopting bin as i ts repr esentat i vEl , a l so. Accord i ngl y , 
Sanl~ ford F1er:ing \'!as given a freo hand to organizo and o:};:E:cute the r equired survey. 
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GOTES AND :mlS 

I by :F'ors~e .r Kemp 

do not r ucline ) . 
has '.Jeon r 0t.o.ined 

"Sandford FleDine" (1915). 

e Canadian Pacific Hailway has received ::> ix RDC2 
units from thG Canadian Car Company , and has 
placed five of thorn in service between Van couver 
and Penticton , BC , and Nelson , BC and !J~edic ine 
Hat , il. l ta . They are equj.pped with tvlO l."Tashrooms 
and reclining scats (those against bulkheads 

The cars aro numbered 9194 to 9199 inclusive. No . 9194 
in the Hor:.treal area for the time being . 

e Canadian ND..t:i.on&l Llailwo.ys ha ve ordered t\OIfO RDCl units (D- l07 and D- I08) 
[lnd thl"~c RDC 2 unit.s (D- 201-D - 203) . It is not knO\·m where these will · 
OP()l" f"l.tc; but one ropo:ct str.-.t cs th8.t thGY \-lill serve Borden , SU:J.\nerside , 
Ch: .. 1rlott etown o.nd ·Ticnj.qh r FKC , while ,:mothcr mont ions that they might 
rcpL:.tcc tr:tins 25 and 20 'The r,~occasinll bct,·,cen Montreal and Brockville . 
'i'lF")Y ar c bGing built by the Canrldian Car Company . (CNR haq stated that 
RDC cars Vlill not bv placed on tho En services on Apri l 27th timetables, 
at any ri"lte . - Ed . ) 

9 Another unusu,:l.l sig!:t no\'f visible at the nCan- Car d Pl ant is the outshop
pint;; of 200 livestock cars for the C8.no.di2n Pacific . Numbered 2'17000 to 
277199 , they nrc the first such cars to be built for the CPR s ince 191 5 . 

a Canadian PD.cific hns extena.ed its lIpigE~ybackn services for common- carrier 
truck tr<:>.. ilor s to 0<J.int John , N. B. Most of the trailers hauled are the 
pr-o p0rty of 3mith l'runsport Limit ed, and Speedway Transport Limited . 

9 the Board of Tr2.nsport ComF~issio:H3rs vIas scheduled to hold two hearings 
on ::pplic.::.tions to no.:?_~don r <..i lwc.y ltncs in Nova Scot in . The applicat ion 
of the Cur,lbcrlcmd R<lilwny & ConI COf.lp~ny to ;lbandon its line betvlecn 
S;?rir:-r:hill c.nd Pl1rr~bor? <:m . March 26thl. wl.li~e the CPf{ _ appl~cati')n to 
.:.1b3.noon the Ueston SUJdlV1SJ.011 of the LJO!!UnlOn Atlnntlc Rallway between 
CcntrtJville C!nd "deston was to be heard in Kcntvillc on r!larch 28th . 

e ~'lork is nOIl{ under Hay on 
installations in C.::..nadr::. . 

tlllO main-line Centre.lized Traffic Control 
The lines .:!ffe cted are the Canadian National 
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between Napadogan and l!;dmund s ton.t, NB , and the C.:madian Pacific between 
Glen Ta y and Trenton , Ontario . The latte r installation is the f irst 
me.in- linc c'rc on the CPR system, a l though a tota l of 52 miles of termi n
al trt:.ckage i s op0ra ted at ton loc .:1 tions across Cantl.da . Eight of the 
sixteen sidi ngs in tho d7- mil c line ar e to be el imi nated , and the ot hers 
l Emgthoncd to ho l d 150 co.rs cach o Prov i sion has been made for extens i on 
from Trenton to Aginco'.lrt , Ontario . 

e The Enstcrn Shipping Corporation h.:ls .:tnnouncod that i t will oper<'lte the 
500- passcngcr ve ssel S . S . ,IYC1.rmouth !1 bc.tv,t(;en Boston and Y,'!rmouth , N. S., 
c~uring the SUi.Ui1Cr of 19581 This route ha s not bGcn operated since the 
SUMl:1er of 1954 . 'rhrce sea r outes to Nova Scot i n will theref ore be 
aveilable to travellers : SS YAlll.10UTH , Boston- Yarmouth ; MV BLUENOSE , Bar 
Harbour-Y"mouth and SS PRINCESS HELENE , Saint John - Digby. 

e Passong€:r servi ce on the 4 . 5- mil e 'fhousand I s l ands Railway has been 
r Gduded from four to t'l:m trains in cach dirQction . The night tra ins 
which COi111ectcd l.-1ith CNR tra ins 18 and 19 at Gcmanoque Junct i on were 
eliminat ed . Daytimc servi co , conne cting with trai ns 5 and 14 , is st ill 
operated . The l i ne ma y be visited in a pl easant one- dQY excurs i on f r om 
MontrcCiI. 

e The Queen Elizabeth Hotel, mmed by Canadio.n National R1.i1ways , but 
o peri:!.ted by the Hil ton chain , and located .::tbovc Ccntrn l Station in l1Io n
trcc.l , opened its doors ttnd wel cunIed its f irst guests on March 14th . ' 
F inishin~ work on the 1 21 6- room buil ding is being rushed to compl etion , 
in time for offici~l opening ceremonies Apri l 15th-16th . 

e N(;w sta tions ,lnd y~:rds cont i nue to mo.ke neNS on Cc.nadian Nat i onal Rail
wa ys . C0nstruction may s oon gegin on ~ new sta t i on at Ki ngston , Ontario 
to cost bIJtiveun ,~400 J 000 and ip 500 , 000 r eplac i ng the present structure , 
parts of which d.:tt c buck to the compl et i on of the Grand Tr unk between 
Montreal and 'roronto in 1 856 . A new ya rd is to be built on l and fil l ed 
in a l one: the shore of HUll,lber Arm a t Corner Brook, Newfoundl and , which 
will cost cpp:coxi mat e l y '11'1 , 500 , 000 , Gnd which will e.cc:.)modate 470 cavs , 
in addit i on to C1 turnt[tbl e , o i l bunkers , sand t OlfTer , diesel shop a nd 
cc..r repa ir buil d i ng , wheel storage facil i ties and a track scale . A 
neN express buil ding will be constructed to the west of the present 
st['.t i Jn , and the station itsel f will be renova ted and practica l l y 
doubl ed i n size . The National system have [lls6 purchased 25 acres of 
l a nd in Nu c l on Tovffishi p , near Sudbury , Ontario , on l,vhich it is i ntend
ed to build Q stQtion and ynrd . 

e Canc:.di a n Nationc.l Railw.:?ys recent l y t ested [tn exper iment a l box car , 
h(..a t c d by char.co.:ll burners under its f l oor, by delivering potntoes 
successfully from Prince Ed"l<?rd Isl and to Cochrane , Ontc.rio. The car 
hc.s g reater cCl paci ty than a refrigerator car , and is cheaper to bUil d , 
it is r eport ed . 

e To provide motive pow'Or needed for its extension from Prince Geor ge 
to the Pe.::.cc Hi vcr , the Pacific Grc.s.t Enst~)rn i s curr ent l y taking deliv':' 
ery of five nc,,", diesel- el e ctric locomotives from Montreal Locomot ive Co . 

" e Surveying hus been cospl ctcd on CNR's nelf.f l ine , 52 mi les long , between 
Optic wke and C~l is e1 Lake , Mani tobQ and it i s expected that construc
tion wor k will begin in June for compl et i on in two year s , of the th i rd 
branch to be buil t by the CNR i n Manitoba 'vith i n a six- ye2r period . 


