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CAN .~DI_AN 1l.'ILROAD HISTORICAL ASSOCH TION, INC. 

NEWS REPORT FEB:, UARY 1952 
=~::.;::::~::......:c::::::~ 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

-'~ A The next ~ e et;ng of the Association will be held in 
Rc SM 153, Queens H0 ~ ~ 1, on Wedne sday evening, Fe~ruary 13th, 1952 
at 8: 00 PIli . In adcl- tion to the regular business . I'iir. Lavallee 
will provide a show:, ng of coloured photographic .'Jlides dealinr 
with railway subjert'"L The members are cordially invited to bring 
guests or prospecti ~ e members to this meeting . 

The Treas'J.rer would respectfully remind· the membership 
that the annual due s . $2 . 00, are now payable. Remittance may be 
made direct to M~ . ~' . B. Monahan, Jr. by mail , a 'c 5537 Trans Island 
Avenue, 1-lontreal, or payment can be made at the February meeting. 

ASSOCIATION NEWS 

In accordance with the custom of the association the 
annual elect:l.ons wera held at the January Annual Meeting. As a 
result of the votinbJ Mr. S . S . Worthen was elected to his fourth 
term as President . ~~r . O. S . A. Lavallee was the succe ssful con­
tender for the office of Vice President, and Mr . M. B. Monahan , Jr . 
was appointed as Tre~3urer . The new Secretary is Mrs. Dorothy Lowe 
who was elected by . ..:. .:cL .. mati on . The Advisory Executive for 1952 
includes: Messrs. :: . G. Bethune, R. R. Brm'ffi , W. G. Cole, and Chas . 
Viau . Heads of Co:r_'''n ttees are as follows : Trip Committee: Mr. A. 
Clegg. Prcgram and r ublioity Committee: Mr . J. N. Lowe. 
Membership CO~'llitt e. ,' Mr . E. A. Barnes . Editorial Committee : Mr. 
O. S. A. Lavallee. Custodian : Mr . M. B. M~nahanl Jr. Superinten­
dent of Rolling Stoc'c Mr . K • Chivers. 

The Secret l'lry's address is: Apartment 17, 4895 Walkl ey 
Avenue, Montreal, Q.;r~bec . 

Plans arc being made to observe the As:ociation's 
Twentieth Anniversarj by means of a Banque ~ j this will be held in 
the Queens Hotel o~ Saturday , Murch 15th at 7:00 PM. Tickets are 
being handled by Mr. S . S , Worthen , 3 Prospect Street, Westmount, 
Quebec, and the cost i s ~3~OO per cover . The members are urged to 
attend if possible , 5.n order to make the banquet a success and to 
celebrate an importAnt mile stone in our society's history . Guests 
will hA wpl~nmp. . 



·, 
THE !B800IATIOU 'S OOLLECTION 

Durin.::; the I nte summar Bnd t e ll ot 1951, severe, l of the 
memb6rs, under the direotion at Ur, l!on ll.ht~ n. wer s 6ngeged in 
r omo ving th o h ott vlGr items of tho /l-saoolctlon'8 oolloctlo'n from 
the t ormor site nt St. Lr~bGrt to nnothcr eultcblc looction. 
!t'hrotigh the kindness of ·our member lIr, Chivors, this hc nvy mr.t­
e ri C'. l Is no" stor e- d n short dlstcJloO outaldc the city. !he 
smn llcr items nnd mnnusorlpt mntc rl nl , photogrnphe , etc . n r c 
pre s ently kept by Mr . Wo rt hen . 

Through the untiring e ff orts of Ur. Foster, ncgotil'.tlons 
h (l. vc been oompleted for th e storr.go of th e hcnvy ml'.tcri.:-.l unde r 
aover, pro t co tcd from the ,",o r. thor . it Viil l b e move d to th e now 
J.oo r. tl on in th e sprlng. Th o JIl r. t c rlr.l nor: in the po sses sion of 
Mr. :lJo rth cn ,r l11 ('ventufI. ll y be houseii in c. nc~ loo~ tl on cs soon 
l". S suitr. bl o pnrtitioning h ns been oomple t e d. Mr. !Jonchl'.n le 
Chcirmnn of tbe Committ ee ml'.king the sc nrr r.n ge ments. 

TIll! OLNADIl.N RJ.IL:TAY PICTOU Ol!ll HUNDRED Yll/.RS L GO 

In tho ye ('. r 1851, Cn.nodn, then divided i n t o the polit­
ioally disunitod prov inceB o f oancda , Ncw Brun8~lok and Novn 
Sc otln, po ssesse d 211 mlles ot r E'.11'\;l'. y in r egul l'.r opor etion . 
Steam l ooomotives 'r."ere in usc upon these r l'. 11'r.cys - ~6 of them 
i n 011. There "e r c £'.lao t 'C'o mr.j or trnm"l".ys ope ~l'.ted by nnim~.l 
h culcgc, one ox.tend ing fr om Nil".gr.rc"' on-the-I.£.ke t o Chippowa, 
r:hiIo ('.no ther ",r.B situf'.ted at Sydney Minea, in Cl".pe Bret on. 
\1hilEi OnncdCl. ' 8 first r n1l.-;n. ys hod been ' o f tho stendord, o r 
4'St" ~r'.uge, the -Srond Gnugc !.r.w" at ·18 61 h £l.d ht'.d its etfeet, 
qno. th e r n ih;r. y G1les '>1 the three provinoBs ... :era spllt slmost 
e::;f'.otly in hr.l! bet"een the stl'.ndc.rd r. no. the 5'6" gnug-a; the 
t ') rmer \;:-('\.s used on 105 miles o f 11no, tbe ll".tter on 106 miles. 

L map is included with this issue showing the railwa y 
11n6B oompleted for ope r ation in 1B52. -- A numb er of o ther lines 
",erc; under oonstruc tion but n o t in use - they are n o t sho"r.'n. 

1'hcrEi tollo..., s a list of the l oo omo tives in use in 
Canada in 1852, t~enty-sevon ot thorn built in tho united statos , 
\7hll e c leven had been built in tbo United Kingdom. 

ONT/.RIO SIUCOE &, HURON UNION R/. I LROAll - 5'6" Gauge 

t1.DY ELGIN 4-4-0 l4x 20" 60 · 1852 Portland f33 

S,\IN T !.NDRllWS I~D ~Ul!BIlC RJ.IL7/.Y - 6'6" Gauge 

PIOIlEER 0-4-0 1851 St ophGnson #763 
NORTH ST/.R " " . NORTH STAB oVinad by Jamo s 81k08 &, 00 . end 

probably Sooond-hand. 



CHaMPLAIN & SAIN T LAWRENCE RAIL ROAD - 4'st" Gauge 

MON TREA t. 4-4-0 11:x16" 54" 1646 Baldwin #265 
CH.lJ.MPtAIN .. 15x22 60 1647 N orr! s Bought 1649 

Formerly the L ' CHINE of the }{tl.& 'Laohine 
JOH N MOLSON 4--2-2 13%.18 72" 1647 Klnmond Ordered by 

Mtl.& tacihlne RR but Bold beiore delivery •• 
ST. LJ.1'IBEIICE 4-4-0 15::::20" 60" 165! Baldwin j/420 
Cl , IlLDA .. I3x26 .. 1651 Norrie 
ST. L/.lIBERT .. 14x20 66" 1651 1'aunton #64 
ST. HELEN .. .. .. 1651 " #99 
DORCHESTER (2nd) .. 16x20" 60 u 1651 " 11 103 
tI. PRJ.IRII! .. " " 1852 .. #113 

GElIERJ,t MINING ASSOCI;·.TION - l':LBION HINES RJ. lLWL Y - 4 1 8:1:" Ge.us:e 

8 1J.lSON 0-6-0 15~16" 46" 1836 - Haokworth 
The - onl~ survivor in 1952 - still preserved in lTS . 

HERCULES 0 .... 6-0 lS!xlBu 48" 1636 Haokworth 
JOHN BUDDLE " " " 16S8 " 
HOnmEl. L & M CHINE . RLI L ROl1D - 4 ' al:" Gt! ug:e 
HONTRE1.L 4-2-2 13x18 " 721t 1647 Kinmond 
J IJ.lE S G. PERRIER .. " " 1647 .. 
ST. MWRENCE & l .. Tt.A NTIC RAILROAD - 5'6" Gaus:e 

BRl TAlIITIA 6-2-2 13z. 18" 60· 1839 Stirling 
PRilTCESS .. " .. 1839 .. 

Pr o be.bly e x BRITL..NNlf.. llnd VICTDRIA of the 
Lrbroath & Fortar Railway in Sootland. 

LioN. HORI N 4--4- 0 15x22" .. 60" 1846 Portl l". nd *3 
IIOllTHE.IL " " 66 1 650 " #15 
BHE1I.BnOOKE " 16x22 66 1650" " if17 
ST. L-\WHENOE " 15x20 66 1851 " i125 
mOHELIEU " 161122 " 1851 " f26 
YAMAS!CA .. 15"22 • 60 1651 " !f27 
QUEEll " 16,,22 • 

" 1852 " 13 4 
IUSSAWIPPI " 16,,24 54 1652 " 1135 
MAGOG " 16:24 60 r852 Hinkley * 380 
Il T. FRANCIS " " " 18Ba " 384 
OOATIOOOK ., " ,54 !6~2 Amo skeeg t62 
lIALHEGAlI " " " 1652 " 1/63 
!V.N CH:!!:BTER " 16%30 66 1652 .. 16 4 
ST. HYAOIN'l'Hl! " 16%24 54 1652 " !l 65 
UPTOIl " 16"30 66 1852 " f66 
I.CTON " " " 1852 " 1167 
PRINCE ALBER!!' " " " 1852 " 1168 

C Il! .DU CHEMIN A RI.l LB DU ST. LAURENT & VILLAGE D' INDUSTRIE 4' 6t" Ga. 

DOaCHESTER 4-2-0 9x14" 48" 1836 ,stepllenson #12"1 
First locomotive in Canada. Formerly 0-4-0 . 
Bought 1849 from Ohamplt.1n & St.Lnwreno8 lLR. 

JASOlt C.PIEnCE 4-2-0 9:::18" 48 " 1837 Norrie 
Bought 1850 from Champla1n & St.tewrenoe ~.R. 
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CANADIAN NATIONAL'S D-l. 
, 

The Canadian National has a new train - well, almost 1 It is 
known as D-l, and except to those who keep an eye on such things , it 
appears as the latest model in the National System's line of unit car 
equipment. Actually it is the rebuilt 15834, whose physical history 
goes back to the year 1930 when it was outshopped by the National Steel 
Car Co. in Hamilton, Ont o 

But the story of the unit-car is older than that - it is in fact 
almost a parallel of the story of the Canadian National Railways. 
Ever since its beginning in 1918, the CNR has operated numerous self­
propelled units, many inherited from the various predecessor roads 
that made up the transcontinental system. These included gaBoline­
propelled coaches, both electrically and mechanically driven, storage 
battery units and steam coaches, while two electr.ie MU ' 5 also were 
included in the eN roster for many years. The account of how diesel 
power was successfully adapted to railway use by the mechanical officers 
of the CNR and the Beardmore Company, the epochal run of #15820 from 
r·1ontreal to Vancouver in 1925 J and the subsequent construction and 
operation of America ' s first dieeel-electric road locomotive, Canadian 
Nationa~ts first 9000, have been told in other chapters of the railway 
history . (See NRHS VulletinNo,2-1949; CN Magazine April 1950; CRHA 
report 12-0ct . 1950) 

That the first diesel-electric motorcoach units, constructed 
during the development period from 1925 to 1930, were of sound design 
and fine workmanship is demonstrated by the fact that many of the 
original cars are still in operating condition and are daily performing 
their allotted tasks. Mechanical improvements, however, especially 
in the design of diesel engines for railway purposes, have been spec­
tacular in the past two decades, and a5 a number of the CNR unit cars 
were in need of both general overhaul and new power plants, it was 
decided in 1949 by motive power officers to modernize one of the 
existing rail cars by equipping it with a new diesel engine, completely 
overhauling the electricdl apparatus, the generator and the motors, and 
by refurbishing the car body and passenger accommodation . 

C,N. 15834, which had previously been operating between London and 
Sarnia, and was at the time stored unserviceable at Stratford, was 
picked for the experiment and re-designated D-1 . Two trailer units, 
numbers 15742 and 15739, which were available and in need of general 
reconditioning, also underwent alterations and emerged from the CNR 
shops as C-l and C- 2. 

As mentioned previously, the leading unit of the 3-car train , 
formerly CN 15834, was built by the National Steel Car Co. and the 
CNR in 1930. Its lightweight is recorded as 147,000 Ibs, and it has 
been rebuilt to provide space for operation and baggage only . A curved 
cowling has been applied to the front end and an additional baggage 
door cut towards the rear where formerly the passenger secti9n was 
located . A new twelve cylinder Caterpillar diesel, type ~97, provides 
the prime motive power in the rebuilt D-l, replaCing tbe~ original 
Westinghouse diesel. A Canadian Westinghouse gener9zor and two type 
569 traction motors, mounted on the leading truck~ - provide the means 
of transmitting the energy to the driving wheel~. 



C-l previously known as 15742, and C- 2, previously 15739 
were both originally bu11t i~ 1926 by the same Hamil ton carbui1der, 
Nationa l Steel Car . Structurally , the bodies of these trailers 
have not been altered to any great extent from their original 
design . C-l 1s now a combination Post Office mail and passenger 
unit seating fourteen , whereas formerly it was compl etely devoted 
to passengers . C- 2 as previously, is a stra i ght coach seating 52 
persons , 44 1n the rr~ln compartment and 8 in the smoking section. 
The interior of both trailer units has been finished 1n gr een and 
cream , while the seats have been re -upholstered 1n brown l eather. 
Futur e trailers may be equipped with new seats of modern design, 
for the seats ar e the passengers ' closest contact with c omfort -
the comfort that the railway is in a bet t er position to provide 
t han any other form of transportat1on. (C t1 d t ) on nue nex page 

================================================================== 

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS LOCOMOTIVE 
RENUMBER I NG AND RECLASSIFICATION 

The following changes 
Class C3b to be 

.. CSb II 

'I C?a .. 

have 
E12a 
E12b 
E12c 

been authorized: 

Engines 902- 911 , 914-915, 919
1 

923- 926, to become 80-96, all 
numbe~g inclus ve class EIOa. 

" 

" 
" 
" 

7035, 7039 , ') ;40 , 7043, 7044, 7053, 7061 t o become 7250-7256 
inclusive, class O- lO· a,b . 

7075 to become 7260 , class 0-14 - c. 
7014 , 7021, 7025 to become 7265-7267 inclusive, c l ass 

0- 7 - a ,b. 
7125, 7127 - 7135, 7138L 7141, 7142 , 7144 , 7146 , 7147 , 

7149-715< , 715·, 716~ - 7171 7173 , 7175 , 7177, 
7183 to become 7220-7247 ail numbers inclusive, 
class 0-9 - a . In this c l ass , nos. 7202 , 7215 , 72 16 
remain unchanged . 

The following renumbering changes have been carried out: 

Class Q2a - G'IW 7730 is now 73 
" Q4a " 7800 " 78 -
" " " 7801 " 79 
" Y3a - CN 7818 " 7800 
" " " 7819 " 7801 
" " " 7802- 7817 inclusive re~in unchanged. 
" Q1a - " 7700 1s now 77 
" Yla - " 7751 " 7550 
" " " 7752 " 7551 

Effective November 1st , 1951 , the following loc omot ives of the 
Quebec Railway Light & Power Co . were transferred to the Canadian 
Na tlonal Railways . They retain their QRI.&P numbers: 
Steam : #22 (2-6-0) Presently stored . 
Electric : #30- 35 1nc1us1 ve . (B- B) . 



• 

All axles of the t r ain operate on SKF roller bearings , and hea t 
is supplied throughout by Peter Smith car heaters . The entire r e­
modelling job was done in CNR shops and the work was completed in 
Oc t obe r 1951 . On the 31st of the month the first tri al trip was made 
by D- l , when it operated over the St. Hyac inthe Subdivision t o St . 
Hubert , and the following day the three car tra in was t ested between 
r.10ntreal and St . Johns , Que . 

This trial run to St . J ohns on November 1st was the first time 
th.e three units of the t r a in were t ested together, and it was my pri v­
ilege to accompany the t ec hni ca l officers who made the trip to take not e 
of the train's capabilities . My first impression of the l ead unit, 
which was in the Electric Locomotive Shop at Point e St. Charles when 
I arrived, was the enormous l ength of the car . No doubt not much 
longer than the other CN motor coaches , its l ength was accentuated by 
the yellow panel enclosing the window ar ea and narrowing to a point 
at the front , where the CNR maple - l eaf insigni a is l ocat ed . Altogether 
a very attractive colour scheme . 

Vie left the lower level track at Bridge Street Station at 9: 52 AM 
and proceeded ove r V.i ctori a Bridge to St . Lambert , where t he re was a 
short delay due to operating conditions. Our depart ure from St . 
Lambert was timed at 10:08 am and arrived at St . Johns at 10 : 41 am , 
the train making all station stops at intermedi ate points , as if 
mythical passengers were al ighting and embarking . This time works out 
a t an average of 35 m. p. h . , most of the running being clocked at 
between 40 and 45 miles pe r hour . The fastest mile r ecorded on the 
run was made in 77 seconds , or 3t a speed of 46 . 7 m. p . h. 

Aftar our arrival at St . Johns the t rain was r earranged for the 
benefit of t he photogr aphers and public r elations officer who accom­
pani ed the train, and C- I was pl aced next to the motor unit D- l . On 
the southbound journey coach C- 2 had been coupled behind the power 
unit while C- l brought up the r ear, but a few switching moves a t the 
St . Johns Wye soon a lter ed the consist order . Then, after a short 
pause to inspect the train and examine t he alterations effected in the 
e quipment , we returned to Montreal . The r esults of the trip pOinted 
up a few minor adjustments that would have to be made, and these were 
taken in hand by the electric al and me chanical staffs concerned . 
Further trials t ook place during the foll owing weeks in the Montreal 
ar ea and on December 10th t he train was turned over to the Sout hern 
Ontario distric t, where it will operate trains 660, 661, 662, 663, 61 , 
and 62 between Hamilton , Allandale and Meaford . 

No doubt, if the new motor traih measu r es up to expectations, 
other self- propelled units will be similarly reconditioned or built -
units that can be operated economically on light - traffic lines . The 
provision of adequat e service on these branch lines, so numerous on a 
system like the CNR , is essential to the welfare of the country . In 
this connection, the acqui sition of a greater number of motor trains 
by the railway should work to the advantage of a ll - by providing 
economical ope r ating conditions for the r ailway and by serving the 
communities in sparsely settl ed areas with efficient and r easonably 
frequent transportation services. 


