
I N C O R P O R A T E D 19 5 2 
NUMBER 207 APRIL 1963 

On A p r i l 2nd, t h i r t y years ago, the f i r s t t r a i n s to operate 
under the new pool agreement between the Canadian N a t i o n a l 
and the Canadian P a c i f i c , t r a i n s 15 and 6, l e f t Montreal and 
Toronto, r e s p e c t i v e l y , f o r the 335-niile run to the other 
c i t y . T his photo shows how no. 6 looked one Sunday i n March, 
1956 as i t h u r r i e d through Danforth behind Northern 6232. 

(Photo by E.A. Jordan) 
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A Secret 

I t must be t o l d : the most we l l - g u a r d e d s e c r e t ever known i n r a i l f a n c i r c l e s . 
Photos cannot l i e , and the photo above documents the s e c r e t known o n l y to a s e l e c t 
few. 

Twenty years ago, when d i e s e l s were f i r s t b eing i n t r o d u c e d to O n t a r i o , the 
locomotive foreman at Palmerston, O n t a r i o found h i m s e l f d e s p e r a t e l y s h o r t of motive 
power, j u s t as t h a t c e n t r e i s now s h o r t of cabeese (see N e w s l e t t e r 205, page 20). 
His c r i e s of h e l p to the powers at 935 Lagauc h e t i e r e S t r e e t produced no r e s u l t s . 
So, being a man of a c t i o n , he looked f a r t h e r a f i e l d . The r e s u l t i s shown i n the 
photograph above. B r i t i s h Railways engine 60032, named "CHARD", i s seen r a c i n g 
along the C.N.'s Owen Sound S u b d i v i s i o n w i t h a mixed t r a i n . Some experts on B.R. 
motive power may say t h a t t h i s i s not the c o r r e c t name f o r the engine, but, un­
known to many, the name was changed on a r r i v a l . While i n the h o l d of the s h i p 
c a r r y i n g i t to Owen Sound, the engine was damaged by a f i r e i n the narrow c o n f i n e s 
of the s h i p . On s e e i n g h i s p r i z e f o r the f i r s t time, the l o c o foreman remarked 
"Rather c h a r r e d , i s n ' t i t ? " , and the name was q u i c k l y a p p l i e d to the engine. 

For months the engine rambled over the branch l i n e network t h a t r a d i a t e s from 
Palmerston, w i t h l o c a l c i t i z e n s paying i t l i t t l e heed, t h i n k i n g i t to be n o t h i n g 
d i f f e r e n t to a M.L.W. hood u n i t , smoke and a l l . And o n l y two r a i l f a n s were ever 
a b l e t o combine t h e i r t a l e n t s to produce photos from j u s t the r i g h t angles to 
b r i n g to the great u n b e l i e v i n g m u l t i t u d e t h i s r a r e view. 

(Photo by J . Brown and J . Walder, A p r i l 1 s t , 1963) 
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Z)ke cAccident J^eport. 

C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L R A I L W A Y 
Memorandum Oo .SLU ,ai^^<-<^7SL. . .^-^ / / - ^ ^ — 

/X5 

'•SI 

k •eg 

i '-̂ — 
AN /^u... vTURAL 

in 

a 

C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L R A I L W A Y 
IMmorandum-Oo Engineer Murphy 

Your u n s a t i s f a c t o r y r e p o r t i s to 
hand. Your a t t e n t i o n i s again drawn t o 
C i r c u l a r BES/15-16789, which s e t s out 
the f o l l o T / i n g q u e s t i o n a i r e : 
1) V.'hat was the b o i l e r pressure at the 

time of the ac c i d e n t ? 
2) V7as sanding gear working? 
3) V/as t h r o t t l e f u l l y open? 
4) V/hat was the p o s i t i o n of the c u t ­

o f f l e v e r ? 
5) Was brake applied? 
6) What vras the nature of v/eather and 

d i r e c t i o n of vdnd? 
7) Y.Tiat T/as the name of fireman and 

brakeman? 
8) What was the nature of the i n j u r y to 

the creature? 
9) Give d e s c r i p t i o n of the c r e a t u r e : age, 

sex, type, markings, e t c . 
10) 77hat i s your assesment of damages 

c l a i m a b l e by t h i s o f f i c e ? 
Advise immediately of these p a r t i c ­

u l a r s . 
Sup eri'ntend ent 
E l a n i g o n . 
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C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L RAILW; 
iMmorandum Oo Engineer Murphy. ;-

Your f u r t h e r u n s a t i s f a c t o r y merrio i s 
at t h i s o f f i c e . You are f o r t h w i t h to ex-: 
p l a i n why your locomotive was not under i 
steam nt the time of i n c i d e n t and a l s o ,i 
why i t i s ' n o t equipped w i t h the stand- ! 
ard c u t - o f f l e v e r . ; 

Por prompt and f u l l r e p o r t . 

CANADIAN N A T U R A L R A I L W A Y 

^•xO.<dti^'Pp^, /£^r> .<f^s C^u/^-^J 

Sup e r i nt end ent 
E l a n i g a n . , 

C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L 

;iucy£^ | ^ 2 ~ - 2 L J ^ . Murphy 
RAILW 

o f S f ^^-^iatn-turn to 

C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L R A I L W A Y 
moran, •durn Oo 0<^^^,^Z^^^ZrrL.'£/Zc-ik..^ 

(£a-^ - ypy^^'^A 

J^^Perintend ent 
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C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L RAILW 
orandum Oo Engineer Murphy 

You are hereby f i n e d $10 f o r insolence 
Please advise t h e nature of i n j u r y to the 
c r e a t u re without f u r t h e r delay. 

Sup erfeht endent 
E l a n i g a n . 

A^r.f;-rAO: 
C A N A D I A N N A T U R A L RAILW. 

IMemomndum Oo Engineer Murphy 

Herewith f i n d s p e c i a l p a y r o l l no. 
L - 8 O / 2 4 7 to be signed i n d u p l i c a t e f o r 
$10 expenses as claimed. 

This correspondence i s now c l o s e d . 

Sup e r i nt end ent 
E l a n i g a n . 

The above anecdote was adapted from "Yarn", a magazine p u b l i s h e d f o r r a i l w a y 
enthusiasts i n Auckland, New Zealand, and forwarded to us through the good graces 
of Jack Beatty, of M o n t r e a l . 

R a i l f a n s of the w o r l d a r i s e 1 A t e r r i b l e c r i s i s has a r i s e n ! B r i t i s h Railways 
have threatened to c l o s e the s t a t i o n at L l a n f a i r p w l l g w y n g y l l g o g e r y c h w y r n d r o b w l l -
l l a n t y s i l i o g o g o g o c h , i n Wales, How can the w o r l d continue w i t h o u t t r a i n s t h a t stop 
at L l a n f a i r p w l l g w y n g y l l g o g e r y c h w y r n d r o b w l l l l a n t y s i l i o g o g o g o c h ? What w i l l Manches­
t e r U n i v e r s i t y students do f o r pranks i f they cannot s t e a l the s t a t i o n name s i g n 
from L l a n f a i r p w l l g w y n g y l l g o g e r y c h w y r n d r o b w l l l l a n t y s i l i o g o g o g o c h and e r e c t i t on 
the facade of t h e i r home-toTO s t a t i o n ? The c l o s i n g of L l a n f a i r p w l l g w y n g y l l g o g e r y -
c h w y r n d r o b w l l l l a n t y s i l i o g o g o g o c h i s a s a c r i l e g e smacking of m i l i t a n t beaurocracy 
of a type up w i t h which we must not put! 

Besides, what w i l l they do w i t h 
that they p r i n t e d j u s t l a s t year? 

the m i l l i o n s of these 3d. p l a t f o r m t i c k e t s 
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The engine on the l e f t , w i t h t h r e e c a r s , i s meeting the engine on the r i g h t , 
with i t s f o u r - c a r t r a i n . The s i d i n g i s o n l y l a r g e enough to h o l d e i t h e r one engine 
or one car, but not both. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the engines have no couplers on t h e i r 
front b u f f e r beams and i f they t r i e d t o push a coach, i t would be wrecked. 

In how few moves can you have the two t r a i n s pass, each l e a v i n g w i t h the same 
coaches and i n the same order as when they f i r s t met? I n deference to the passen­
gers, no f l y i n g s witches may be used. I f you can complete t h i s manoeuvre i n l e s s 
than 25 moves ( e i t h e r engine s t a r t s or s t o p s ) you may win an award (but not h e r e ) . 

Crew Dispatcher's Quandary 
A t r a i n i s operated by t h r e e men named Smith, Robinson and Jones. 

They are the f i r e m a n , engineer and conductor, but not r e s p e c t i v e l y o On 
the t r a i n t h a t they are r u n n i n g are three, businessmen of the same 
names; a Mr. Smith, a Mr. Robinson and a Mr. Jones. Consider the f o l ­
l owing data about a l l concerned: 
( l ) Mr. Robinson l i v e s i n S a r n i a . 

' (2) The conductor l i v e s h alfway between Toronto and S a r n i a . 
(3) Mr. Jones earns e x a c t l y $10,000 a year. 
(4) Smith beat the f i r e m a n at b i l l i a r d s . 
(5) The conductor's n e a r e s t neighbour, one of the passengers, earns 

e x a c t l y t h r e e times as much as the conductor, who earns $5,000 
y e a r l y . 

(6) The passenger whose name i s the same as the conductor l i v e s i n 
Toronto. 
The q u e s t i o n i s , what i s the name of the engineer? There i s no 

t r i c k to the s o l u t i o n , and every f a c t g i v e n i s r e v e l a n t and must be 
considered. While i t may take an hour or so f o r some to f i n d the' s o l u ­
t i o n , others have found i t i n as l i t t l e as t e n minutes. The answer? I 
See next month's N e w s l e t t e r ( i f we don't f o r g e t ) . 
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"Oh, don't get i n such a f l a p , my dear. There w i l l be another one along 
i n a few minutes" 

* Some time ago, a man i n Bucharest, Roumania, broke a window i n a tram, r e ­
ported the i n c i d e n t to a s u p e r v i s o r , and o f f e r e d to make good the damage. To h i s 
s u r p r i s e , he was t o l d t h a t he c o u l d not p o s s i b l y have broken the window of t h a t 
p a r t i c u l a r tram f o r i t was i n the r e p a i r shops, and had been f o r the l a s t two 
months. I t g r a d u a l l y t r a n s p i r e d t h a t w h i l e two trams had been taken o f f the road 
f o r r e p a i r s , they had been q u i c k l y patched up and made s e r v i c e a b l e again. For two 
months, two former employees of the tramway had been o p e r a t i n g the cars and 
pocketing the f a r e s they c o l l e c t e d . 

* Residents of S a r a j e v o , Y u g o s l a v i a , who took a tram r i d e l a s t summer to t r y to 
escape season's heat found l i t t l e comfort i f they rode one of the town's new P.C.C 
cars which had been purchased second-band from Washington, U.S.A. I t seems t h a t 
the l o c a l tramway mechanics had not q u i t e mastered a l l t h e - c o m p l e x i t i e s of the 
c a r s , f o r they had to r u n a l l summer w i t h the e l e c t r i c heaters on. Passengers are 
hoping that a s o l u t i o n to t h i s minor problem can be found before t h i s summer. 

(Courtesy "Modern Tramway") 

"Lovely day f o r a f a n t r i p , i s n ' t i t ? 
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damage and are s t i l l u s a b l e . However, the body s i l l s of the cars are badly warped 
and i t i s d o u b t f u l i f they w i l l see f u r t h e r s e r v i c e . L a t e r the same day, crane 
cars RT-1 and RT-2 were i n s e r v i c e between D a v i s v i l l e and Union c a r r y i n g r e e l s of 
c a b l e f o r use i n r e p l a c i n g the damnged s i g n a l c i r c u i t s . While the s i g n a l w i r i n g 
was being renewed, temporary timber s h o r i n g was p l a c e d i n the ce n t r e t u n n e l to 
str e n g t h e n the weakened r o o f of the s t r u c t u r e . By A p r i l 3 r d , the complete s i g n a l 
system was o p e r a t i n g a g a i n and t r a i n s were o p e r a t i n g w i t h o u t d e l a y s . 

m a l f u n c t i o n of the p r o p u l s i o n c i r -
p r e v i o u s northbound t r i p , a ground 
c t i o n motors and the motor frame, 
e c i r c u i t was s e t up through t h i s 
ed across p a r t of the s t a r t i n g r e -
t y motor acted as a generator (on 
ed e x c e s s i v e c u r r e n t through the 
the c i r c u i t was independent of any 
the t r a i n o n l y worsened the s i t u a -

The cause c f the f i r e has been t r a c e d to a 
c u i t s i n car 5205. I t i s thought t h a t , on the 
developed between the windings of one of the t r a 
When the t r a i n was r e v e r s e d at E g l i n t o n , a f a l s 
ground, by which the t r a c t i o n motor was connect 
s i s t o r . As the t r a i n proceeded south, the f a u l 
the p r i n c i p l e used i n dynamic b r a k i n g ) and f o r e 
r e s i s t o r , thus c a u s i n g i t to overheat. Since 
motor cut-out s w i t c h e s , the f u r t h e r movement of 
t i o n . 

The l o s s of s i x c a r s , r e p r e s e n t i n g 3.1% of the t o t a l f l e e t , w i l l leave the 
Commission s h o r t of cars to cover t h e i r w i n t e r schedules, but no announcement has 
yet been made r e g a r d i n g the p o s s i b l e purchase of more M.L.W. cars as replacem.ents 
f o r the s i x c a r s to be scrapped. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t i t was w i t h i n 
three days of the n i n t h a n n i v e r s a r y of the opening of the Yonge subway t h a t t h i s 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d and, w h i l e o n l y s i x c a r s were de s t r o y e d , the damages of over 
$600,000 were g r e a t e r than those i n c u r r e d i n the second K i n g c a r b a r n f i r e of 1916, 
when 169 cars were destroyed! (E A J ) 

T . T . C . H A P P E N I N G S 
* Mr. L.W. B a r d s l e y , Superintendent of Equipment f o r the Toronto T r a n s i t Com­
m i s s i o n , i n speaking before the I n s t i t u t e of E l e c t r i c a l and E l e c t r o n i c E n g i n e e r s , 
r e c e n t l y d i s c u s s e d p o s s i b l e f u t u r e developments i n Toronto's r a p i d t r a n s i t r o l l i n g 
s t o c k . He s t r e s s e d t h a t r e d u c t i o n i n weight w i l l be pursued wherever p o s s i b l e , i n ­
c l u d i n g a study of the f i e l d of a r t i c u l a t i o n . S i m p l i f i e d b r a k i n g o p e r a t i o n and 
complete v e h i c l e automation are other areas where c o n t i n u i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s im­
p o r t a n t . A i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g , though not p r e s e n t l y p r a c t i c a l , might become so i n the 
f u t u r e w i t h the development of an a b s o r p t i o n type u n i t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the heat 
r e c o v e r y system now i n use. 
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'^PHOTOS 

As model r a i l r o a d e r s would say "There i s a prototype f o r 
e v e r y t h i n g " . Who c o u l d dream of a s t r a i g h t e l e c t r i c locomo­
t i v e , i t s pantograph down, o p e r a t i n g m i l e s from the nearest 
overhead wire? However, here you see i t : I.O.C.C. no. 1947, 
towing a D.C. d i e s e l - g e n e r a t o r c a r from which i t draws i t s 
power, w i t h a Canadian P a c i f i c w a y f r e i g h t at T h a m e s v i l l e on 
A p r i l 4 t h . (Photo by W.D. Thomson) 

.o 

Canadian P a c i f i c passenger r o a d - s w i t c h e r 8481 (steam genera­
t o r equipped as i n d i c a t e d by the beaver c r e s t on the end of 
the hood) s p o r t e d t h i s unusual snow-shedding p i l o t over i t s 
footboards d u r i n g the past w i n t e r . I t has s i n c e been removed. 

(Photo by W.R. L i n l e y , Ottawa) 
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Remember t h i s locomotive? The former 333 of the Lake E r i e 
and Northern Railway has been converted to 600 v o l t opera­
tion and become no. 15 of the C o r n w a l l S t r e e t Railway, a 
busy i n d u s t r i a l s w i t c h i n g l i n e i n C o r n w a l l , Ontario„ Note 
the d i s t i n c t i v e C P . zebra s t r i p e s s t i l l i n evidence on the 
ends of the engine. (Photo by W.R. L i n l e y , Ottawa) 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s of photos f o r t h i s column would be most welcomed by the E d i t o r . 
Obviously they should have some t i m e l y appeal and should be e i t h e r 5"x7" p r i n t s or 
larg e r or o r i g i n a l n e g a t i v e s . A l l m a t e r i a l w i l l be r e t u r n e d promptly. 

MISCELLANY 
* Mr. R.L. Hornby, C h i e f Guide, Hamilton Works, S t e e l Company of Canada has ad­
vised the E d i t o r t h a t steam locomotive no. 40, the l a s t a c t i v e steam engine on the 
in - p l a n t r a i l w a y network at the Hamilton works, has been used o c c a s i o n a l l y as a 
s t a t i o n a r y b o i l e r to supply steam to v a r i o u s b u i l d i n g s w h i l e other b o i l e r s and 
steam l i n e s are under r e p a i r . However, at the present time, the engine i s s t o r e d 
s e r v i c e a b l e , under cover, but i t i s not p o s s i b l e to accomodate v i s i t i n g groups or 
i n d i v i d u a l s who might w i s h to see the engine. P r i o r to i t s s e r v i c e at S t e l c o , the 
0-6-0 locomotive was used at the p l a n t of the Hamilton By-Products, who purchased 
i t from the Toronto, Hamilton and B u f f a l o Railway, where i t s road number was 40. 
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loads of f r o z e n meat and veg e t a b l e s from A l b e r t a to Vancouver. The t r a i l e r s are 
trans f e r r e d from r a i l t o road a t the l a t t e r p o i n t f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n of the l o a d i n 
southern B r i t i s h Columbia. 

* The Township of Verulam, O n t a r i o has purchased a 10-mile s t r e t c h of the 
C.P.R.'s abandoned L i n d s a y to Bobcageon l i n e , t o g e t h e r w i t h two br i d g e s f o r use as 
an access road to a p r e v i o u s l y i n a c c e s s i b l e a r e a , i n c l u d i n g a sand beach on S t u r ­
geon Lake, at a p o i n t where the r a i l w a y c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l e d the l a k e . The bridges 
purchased i n c l u d e one over E m i l y Creek and another at Bobcageon, purchased j o i n t l y 
with the l a t t e r v i l l a g e . Purchase p r i c e f o r the t e n m i l e s of r i g h t - o f - w a y alone 
was $900. 
M O T I V E P O W E R N O T E S 
* General Motors D i e s e l L i m i t e d i s back i n the locomotive b u s i n e s s , f o r a sh o r t 
time at l e a s t . The p l a n t i n London i s p r e s e n t l y completing one order of f i v e 
s t r a i g h t e l e c t r i c s f o r the I r o n Ore Company of Canada as w e l l as another f o r two 
GP-30 low-nosed r o a d - s w i t c h e r s f o r the C.P.R. C o n s t r u c t i o n has j u s t s t a r t e d on 
other orders f o r ten r o a d - s w i t c h e r s f o r New Zealand, two GP-9 roa d - s w i t c h e r s f o r 
the Algoma C e n t r a l and 15 engines f o r La Companhia V a l de Rio Doce of B r a z i l . 

The s t r a i g h t e l e c t r i c s , mentioned i n l a s t month's N e w s l e t t e r , are b u i l t on a 
standard SW-1200 r o a d - s w i t c h e r body p a i n t e d b r i l l i a n t orange w i t h b l a c k t r i m . 
These u n i t s were ordered from G.M.D. i n order t h a t as many p a r t s as p o s s i b l e would 
be d i r e c t l y i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e w i t h the p r e s e n t Q.N.S.& L. d i e s e l f l e e t ; f o r i n s t a n c e 
i f need be, a complete d i e s e l t r u c k c o u l d be used under one of the e l e c t r i c s . The 
new u n i t s are intended to r e p l a c e the f o u r d i e s e l locomotives which have been 
rented from the Q.N.S.& L. to t e s t the automated o p e r a t i o n of the Labrador C i t y 
and the c o n t r o l equipment w i l l be t r a n s f e r r e d frbm the d i e s e l s to the e l e c t r i c s 
when they a r r i v e i n Quebec. One of the e l e c t r i c s was road t e s t e d when i t operated 
between London and Windsor i n f r e i g h t s e r v i c e on March 28th and .29th, drawing i t s 
power from a t r a i l i n g G.M. MG-16 generator c a r . 

A f u r t h e r order f o r 56 locomotives i s i n the o f f i n g i f n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h the 
Rede F e r r o v i a r i a F e d e r a l S.A. of B r a z i l prove s u c c e s s f u l . ( B r i a n Coleman) 

Worth a Laugh Courtesy Doug. Wright and the M o n t r e a l S t a r . 

" G E T A D I E S E L ! " 
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C.N. PASSENGER CAR DIAGRAMS 

ITEM 2i 
3 SINGLE B E D R O O M — 2 C O M P A R T M E N T — 1 DRAWING ROOM — B U F F E T LOUNGE AG-2 

03, v n E B I ^ I I J 

LoutiiiS 7] 

1044 Blaokville 1045 Blaokwater Removable Windows for stretcher cases. 

ITEM 24 2 DOUBLE BEDROOM — 2 C O M P A R T M E N T — B U F F E T LOUNGE AG-8 

Elertro-Maohanioal Air-Conditionlnfl. 

1082 Cape Rosier 1084 Cape Porcupine 
1083 Cape Brule 1085 Cape Race 

1086 Cape Ganso 

Removable Windows on both sides of Bedroom B for stretcher oases. 

1087 Cape Breton *1083 Capo Chigneoto +1089 Cape Tormentine 

ITEM 25 4 DOUBLE BEDROOM — B U F F E T — LOUNGE AG-21 

/dommun louring Hoon 

lOQO 
Surra 

••V 

A 
tlUl V 

No Removable Windows. 

1060 Fort Pitt 1064 Fort Norman 1068 Fort Qu'appolle 1072 Fort Rouille 1075 Fort Chambly 1079 Fort Qsorge 
1061 Fort Anne 1065 Fort Pally ,1069 Fort William 1073 Fort Brabant 1076 Fort Lennox 1080 Fort Henry 
1062 Fort Garry 1065 Fort Simpson 1070 Fort Beausejour 1074 Fort Steels 1077 Fort Prince of Wales 1081 Fort St. James 
1063 Fort Lawrence 1067 Fort Dunvogan 1071 Fort Augustus 

Bedrooms A Jc. B connect in all cars. Bedrooms C & D connect in cars 1063, 1068, 1073. 

ITEM 26 24 TOURIST ROOMETTE AG-20 

Canadian-built, Electro-Mechanical Air-Conditioning. 
ujrtER - . poimjts sECTimi I 

No Removable Windows. 

2000 Indigo 
2001 Ingelow 
2002 Ingramport 

2003 Ingersoll 
2004 Inkerman 
2005 Innes 

2006 Inverness 
2007 Inwood 
2008 lona 

2009 ingonlsh 
2010 Invermay 
2011 Intervale 

2012 iris 
2013 Irma 
2014 Irondaio 

2015 Iroquois 
2016 Irvine 
2017 Isabella 

2018 Isleview 
2019 Ituna 

ITEM 27 14 SECTION TOURIST 

MODERNIZED 

AG-31 

noon S 
> lU 

Kitchens in aii cars are equipped with two electric burners, one teapot, one kettie, two frying pans and a wire toaster for preparation of light meals only. 

2225 2226 
2227 
2228 
2229 
2230 

2231 
2232 
2233 
2234 
2235 

2236 
2237 
2238 
2239 
2240 

2241 
2242 
2243 
2244 
2245 

2246 
2247 
2248 
2249 
2250 

2251 
2252 
22S3 
2264 
2266 

•Leased to Pullman — Canadian Duty Not Paid. Ail cars air-r.nnilitiouQd 
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A Last Look at: 
M 873 

4... ' • . , -

C P . 8154 switches p a r t of the c o n s i s t of t r a i n M873 at L i t ­
t l e Current w h i l e a r a g i n g ground b l i z z a r d obscures v i s i b i l ­
i t y . (Photo by A.G. C a r e l e s s ) 

On March 30th, 1963, another mixed t r a i n became merely a memory as numbers 
873 and 874, the d a i l v except Sundays mixed from Sudbury to L i t t l e C u r r e n t , Ontario 
(on M a n i t o u l i n I s l a n d ) ceased passenger s e r v i c e . What to r a i l w a y economists was 
s i m p l y the e l i m i n a t i o n of j u s t one more u n p r o f i t a b l e branch l i n e passenger s e r v i c e 
was, to some r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t s , an u n f o r t u n a t e consequence of progress. 
Passenger s e r v i c e on the 38-mile L i t t l e Current S u b d i v i s i o n which once used to 
see three coaches d a i l y has, because of improved roads and the automobile, 
dwindled to one coach c a r r y i n g s i x to a dozen passengers at the most. Moreover the 
u s e f u l n e s s of t h i s s e r v i c e i n case of i l l n e s s or emergencies i n the v i l l a g e s along 
i t s r o u t e i s no l o n g e r , as a b e t t e r road i s kept c l e a r at any c o s t i n the win­
t e r to now perform t h i s necessary f u n c t i o n . 

Much of the l i n e from Sudbury to McKerrow and a l l of the L i t t l e Current 
S u b d i v i s i o n runs on, or p a r a l l e l s c l o s e l y , the o l d roadbed of the now defunct 
Algoma E a s t e r n Railway, taken over by the C.P.R. i n the e a r l y T h i r t i e s . East of 
McKerrow on the Webbwood S u b d i v i s i o n the o l d roadbed can be seen on the south of 
the t r a c k s u n t i l i t crosses the C P . at Turbine and veers s h a r p l y n o r t h i n t o t h i c k 
bush. I n the heydays of the A.E., two 3900's, nos. 3955 and 3956; one 5600 and one 
6500 c l a s s steam locomotive used to see a c t i o n i n t h i s area. When the C.P.R, took 
over, engines 2424 and 2423 saw f r e q u e n t , i f not r e g u l a r , s e r v i c e on the L i t t l e 
C u r r e n t S u b d i v i s i o n . 

The c o n n o t a t i o n of the words "branch l i n e " i s most deceptive when r e f e r r i n g 
to t h i s s u b d i v i s i o n which, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , saw 6 t r a i n s d a i l y pass over i t s r a i l s . 
I n the morning, a c o a l t r a i n runs from Sudbury to L i t t l e C urrent and b r i n g s back 
from the l a t t e r ' s l a r g e c o a l docks upwards of 40 cars of c o a l f o r the i n d u s t r i e s 
at Espanola, Sudbury and E l l i o t Lake. The town of Espanola i s famous f o r i t s huge 
paper m i l l of A b i t i b i Power & Paper which consumes c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts of lumber 
from the n o r t h c o u n t r y and i n t u r n sends out i t s products to p o i n t s south by r a i l . 
Lawson's Quarry, f u r t h e r south of Espanola, p r o v i d e s s e v e r a l c a r l o a d s of q u a r t z . 
F i n a l l y a l a r g e S h e l l storage p l a n t i n L i t t l e Current c r e a t e s a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
t r a f f i c of c a r s to and from Toronto. R e c e n t l y the "quartz t r a i n " was d i s c o n t i n u e d 
and the cars of q u a r t z are tacked on the end of the d a i l y c o a l t r a i n . T h i s l i n e 
most f r e q u e n t l y sees the use of 8100 c l a s s C P . d i e s e l s , and 8154 i s s t a t i o n e d at 
Espanola, although g e n e r a l purpose road s w i t c h e r s are used o f t e n to p u l l the c o a l 
t r a i n . 

Favoured w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r l y b r i g h t and warm day (30 degrees) f o r mid-winter, 
our t r i p was made a l l the more enjoyable by a f r e s h f a l l of snow added to the pre-
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viously-accumulated 10 i n c h e s , a l t h o u g h the d r i f t s , as we c i t y - s l i c k e r s found out, 
were much deeper. Engine 8159, s i x f r e i g h t c a r s , coach 1481, p o s t a l baggage 3617 
and s i x passengers i n c l u d i n g Messrs. C a r e l e s s and B e n t l e y of U.C.R.S. l e f t Sudbury 
one hour and a q u a r t e r l a t e f o r M a n i t o u l i n I s l a n d . A f t e r a b r i e f stop at Copper 
C l i f f to set o f f two o i l c a r s we a r r i v e d , somewhat l a b o r i o u s l y , a t McKerrow where, 
before t u r n i n g south f o r Espanola, we p i c k e d up orders and were informed t h a t our 
slow speed had been due to a t r a c t i o n motor of 8159 s h o r t i n g out due to deep snow 
and a loose motor cover which had a l l o w e d the snow to get i n s i d e the mechanism. At 
Espanola, 8154 r e p l a c e d 8159, and t h u s , e v e n t u a l l y , we reached L i t t l e Current two 
hours and t h i r t y minutes l a t e . C o n s i d e r a b l e time was spent wying the t r a i n as the 
exposeci shore and a s t r o n g wind o f f the l a k e made the t a s k of c l e a n i n g the snow 
from the p o i n t s of the switches seem almost f u t i l e . The c u t t i n g s h o r t of the sche­
duled stop i n L i t t l e C u r rent and a speedy run back made up our l o s t time and we 
arrived back i n Sudbury one minute e a r l y . 

Apart from the t r a c t i o n motor t r o u b l e and a snow-clogged r a d i a t o r which 
caused the engine to overheat ( t h i s would have never happened to a steam e n g i n e ) , 
the t r i p was u n e v e n t f u l , but the m a g n i f i c e n t scenery, the sharp c u r v e s , and the 
steep grades along the l i n e were more than compensatory, and a l t h o u g h there was no 
steam locomotive on the head end, the p l e a s u r e of r i d i n g one of O n t a r i o ' s l a s t 
mixed t r a i n s was amply rewarding. /. ^ ^ , \ 

* (A.G. C a r e l e s s ) 

T)ke ttip y.ou asked ^ox! 
Whether you are i n t e r e s t e d i n steam 

or e l e c t r i c t r a c t i o n , an unusual e x c u r ­
sion on May 11th w i l l be of i n t e r e s t to 
you. On that day, C.N.'s 6167 powers a 
mixed t r a i n to Oshawa, s e t s o f f i t s 
freight equipment t h e r e , loads more ex­
cursion passengers, then s e t s out f o r Co-
bourg. Meanwhile, our e l e c t r i c a l l y - p o w e r ­
ed t r a i n w a i t s to take U.C.R.S. members 
for a comprehensive t o u r of the Oshawa 
Railway. L a t e r i n the day, e l e c t r i c and 
steam passengers w i l l meet aga i n to w i t ­
ness the parade and ceremony marking 
"Railway Day" i n Oshawa and the s t a r t of 
the removal of the t r a c k from K i n g S t r e e t 
in the downtown area. 

A l l t h i s i s yours f o r the very low 
p r i c e of o n l y $3.00 f o r the t r i p to Osh­
awa ( i n c l u d i n g the O.R. t o u r ) or $4.00 
f o r the round t r i p Toronto to Cobourg 
( i n c l u d i n g bus t r a n s f e r to the parade and 
ceremony i n Oshawa). One run-past w i l l be 
made between Toronto and Oshawa and ample 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i l l be p r o v i d e d f o r photos 
on the O.R. T i c k e t s f o r the O.R. t o u r and 
Toronto to Oshawa r e t u r n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
are a v a i l a b l e from the E x c u r s i o n Commit­
te e , Box 122, Terminal "A", Toronto. T i c ­
k e t s f o r the Toronto to Cobourg t r i p o n l y 
are a v a i l a b l e at the Union S t a t i o n . O.R. 
t o u r t i c k e t s are not a v a i l a b l e at the 
s t a t i o n . 


