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Over 30 U.C.R.S. members journeyed to Montreal on the June 24th week-end to see 
these two engines perform on a double headed excursion t r a i n to Garneau J u n c t i o n , 
Queliec. In t i l l s photo by Jim Brown we see 6153 and 5107 standing outside the 
d i e s e l shop at Montreal Yard a f t e r t h e i r hard day's work. 
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On Tuesday, June 26th, the Montreal Gazette p u b l i s h e d t h i s photo over the 
ca p t i o n "SUBWAY CARS INSPECTED: Twenty-five members of the Upper Canada Railway 
S o c i e t y v i s i t e d the Montreal Locomotive Works i n the east end r e c e n t l y to take a 
look at the new subway cars being b u i l t f o r use i n Toronto. L e f t to r i g h t i n the 
foreground are E.A. Jordon, S o c i e t y p r e s i d e n t ; I , I . S y l v e s t e r , MLW manager of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n products; and K. D. L a n d e l l , MLW commercial v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . " Be­
sides seeing car 5302 i n i t s n e a r l y completed s t a t e , those present inspected one 
of the order of f i v e 1800 horsepower road-switchers under c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r the 
P a c i f i c Great E a s t e r n . 

Our s i n c e r e thanks to those at MLW and MacLaren A d v e r t i s i n g who made our v i s ­
i t so enjoyable. Photo by David B i e r S t u d i o s , Montreal. 

K e i t h Andez'son, another Vancouver r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t , adds h i s comments to 
Peter Cox's a r t i c l e on B.C. r a i l w a y s that was f e a t u r e d i n l a s t month's Newsletter. 
He mentions t h a t most l o g g i n g r a i l w a y s c l o s e down completely from mid-July to mid-
August because of the high f i r e hazard i n the f o r e s t areas. P a c i f i c Coast Ter­
minals and Vancouver Wharves, however, operate c o n t i n u o u s l y . 

PGE g a s - e l e c t r i c and an ex-diner have been s o l d f o r scrap and the l a s t steam­
er on the l i n e , no. 160, was cut up about a month ago, much to the disappointment 
of the l o c a l f a n s . However, another engine may be put on d i s p l a y ; t h i s time i t 
w i l l be Comox Logging no. 12 at Ladysmith. 

The West Coast R a i l f a n A s s o c i a t i o n i s p l a n n i n g an e x c u r s i o n over the l i n e s of 
the 3CER from New Westminster to Sumas u s i n g one of the PCT's 0-6-0 steam switch­
ers as motive power. S t i f f grades on the l i n e guarantee a l i v e l y performance from 
the engine, r e p o r t s K e i t h . 
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West Coast Rail Tour - Part Two 
Because of space l i m i t a t i o n s l a s t month, i t was not p o s s i b l e to in c l u d e a l l 

the photos on hand f o r the a r t i c l e "West Coast R a i l Tour". For your i n t e r e s t , how­
ever, we have i n c l u d e d them t h i s month. 

Below we see Canadian F o r e s t Products no. 501, a modified G.M.D. type SW-1200 
road switcher s i m i l a r to the Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s 1200 to 1397 c l a s s . The odd-look- ' I 
ing protuberance Just ahead of the cab i s a r e s i s t a n c e g r i d and blower assembly | 
associated with the dynamic braking system i n s t a l l e d on the engine. Other m o d i f i ­
cations to adapt these engines to the rugged mountain topography of Vancouver I s - ' 
land i n c l u d e enlarged f u e l tanks and r e l o c a t e d and enlarged a i r r e s e r v o i r s f o r 
greater braking c a p a b i l i t y . Note too the home-made o i l - c a n and t o o l h olders mount- , 
ed on the t r u c k s . Given a few more years use, these engines w i l l probably see as 
many home-fitted m o d i f i c a t i o n s as any steamer ever had. ' 

Although C.N.R. no. 2 earns i t s keep on P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d on Canada's east 
coast, no. 4 i s to be found at the other end of the country, on Vancouver I s l a n d 
at V i c t o r i a . T h i s engine i s one of three i n the ER-4b c l a s s . These are 400 horse­
power u n i t s , b u i l t by General E l e c t r i c i n 1956 and exe r t a maximum t r a c t i v e e f f o r t 
of 17,000 pounds f o r t h e i r 44 tons weight. 

Here we see Canadian P a c i f i c no. 13, a c l a s s HS-5b d i e s e l - h y d r a u l i c locomo­
ti v e b u i l t by the Canadian Locomotive Company i n Kingston, O n t a r i o . This engine, 
s e r i a l number 2991, was b u i l t i n 1958 and develops a maximum t r a c t i v e e f f o r t of 
18,000 pounds at a speed of 7 m.p.h. Like the Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s ER-4 c l a s s , 
these engines have a top speed of 35 m.p.h. although they weigh 1000 pounds more. 



6167 and t r a i n c r o s s i n g the swing bridg.e over the picturesque Trent Canal, nort 
of Washago, on the northbound t r i p . 

Out 
South Patt^ 
T)tip 
Photos by W i l l i a m Hood. 

Here the s p e c i a l b l a s t s through 
a narrow rock cut 

at Gordon Bay. 



Consolidation 282 (Baldwin, 1921) leaving San Ldzoro Station 

with train 1 10, doily passenger to Pueblo. 

Long Day's (narrow-gauge) Journey into Night.... 

N de M's Mexico City-Puebia line 
observed by Bas. Headford and Jock Knowles 

One of the l a s t remnants of a con s i d e r a b l e 3' gauge r a i l empire s t i l l meanders 
310 k i l o m e t e r s from Mexico C i t y to Puebla. Not from the brand-new glass and t e r -
razzo Buena V i s t a S t a t i o n In the n o r t h - c e n t r a l part of the c i t y , but a couple of 
miles to the nort h - e a s t . In the teeming, dusty o u t s k i r t s on the way to the a i r p o r t . 
In f a c t . I t i s the narrow-gauge, the " v i a angosta", that the incoming a i r t r a v e l l e r 
f i r s t sees on e n t e r i n g town, passing alongside the high corrugated t i n fence of 
the " p a t i o " and seeing a s s o r t e d plumes of smoke and steam that unmistakably s p e l l 
"locomotive". A f t e r c r o s s i n g the a i r p o r t road, the unpretentious main l i n e curves 
round behind the c l u t t e r of b u i l d i n g s f o r 2 or 3 b l o c k s , f i n a l l y fanning out Into 
a modest s t a t i o n l a y o u t . San Lazaro! What a place t h i s must have been 40 years ago, 
before the shrubbery In the wal l e d f r o n t p a t i o rose up rank to smother the g r a c e f u l 
arches and, indeed, hide the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g from the s t r e e t . Even the grubby as­
pect of the I n t e r i o r couldn't completely d u l l the f e e l i n g of past grandure about 
the p l a c e , w i t h i t s b e a u t i f u l wrought I r o n gates and window g r i l l s . 

We l i n e d up w i t h the throngs e a r l y In the morning to buy one-way t i c k e t s at 
S l l . 7 0 (Pesos, that I s , or the grand sum of 930) f o r a second c l a s s f a r e . There 
was, we were t o l d , no longer c iny f i r s t c l a s s accommodation o f f e r e d (to which, 14 
hours l a t e r , we would h e a r t i l y agree). S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , the pla t f o r m warning 
b e l l t o l l e d , and our 7-car t r a l r eased out w i t h a s e r i e s of gentle l u r c h e s . Down 
past the backs of the cantinas and through the yard, past the o l l - s o a k e d round­
house area, along the median s t r i p of the new super-highway (and there's an ana­
chronism f o r you) and we were suddenly In the country, c a t c h i n g our f i r s t glimpse 
of I x t a c c l h u a t l and Pop o c a t e p e t l , towering, snowcapped landmarks which we would see 
from 3 s i d e s as the day progressed. A few miles out, we stopped at Los Reyes, 
where we f i r s t e x p e r i e r c e d that phenomenon of the Latin-American r a i l r o a d scene, 
the s t a t i o n vendors. L i t e r a l l y scores of women ambushed the t r a i n even before the 
wheels had stopped t u r n i n g , r u s h i n g through the cars and hawking a l l s o r t s of p o i ­
sonous-looking messes i n t h e i r s h r i l l v o i c e s . L i t t l e d i d we reckon that t h i s as­
s a u l t upon the senses was to be repeated many times that day. 

As the map shows, most of the business of the narrow-gauge concerns s k i r t i n g 
around the base of the aforementioned mountains, and s e r v i c i n g a goodly number of 
towns In the process. A c t u a l l y , many more stops are made than are shown on the 



W e meet a 2 engine train at Pastor. Note the lower-quadrant 

signal (common in Mexico) visible above the first gondola. 

t i m e t a b l e . While there i s no t e r r a i n that could be c a l l e d s p e c t a c u l a r by Colorado 
standards, n e v e r t h e l e s s h a i r p i n turns and m u l t i - l e v e l ascents through the h i l l s on 
grades approaching 4% made hard going f o r the engine. Behind the head-end cars, 
the passenger accommodation c o n s i s t e d of home-made open p l a t f o r m coaches w i t h 26' 
bodies and Andrews f r e i g h t t r u c k s . We found the seat spacing to be somewhat spare 
f o r out lanky " t u r i s t a " frames, and e l e c t e d to s i t on a b a t t e r y box at the end of 
the coach. Windows were small and grimy, but there was always the open platform, 
where the a i r was c o o l , i f dusty, and the view u n r e s t r i c t e d . Through a s e r i e s of 
mlxups which saw us embark on t h i s journey sans our usual box lunch, coupled with 
our a v e r s i o n to the enchiladas and other " t r e a t s " t h r u s t at us through t r a i n windows 
hunger soon set i n , and we even mustered enough courage to edge through the crush 
of s o l d i e r s surrounding the "newsy" and pay 2̂ 40 ( i t would have been a bargain 
at $5!) f o r a b o t t l e of lukewarm P e p s i - C o l a . P e p s l l S u r e l y , when the Conquistador-
es swept across t h i s v ast l a n d , c l a i m i n g I t s r i c h e s f o r Mother Spain and I t s peo­
ple f o r the Church, the Pe p s l - C o l a salesmen could not have been f a r behind. We 

This is the Puente de Ixtia connection at Cuautia, headed by a 

diminutive 2-8-0 outshopped by Kerr-Stuart in 1904. 

k 
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found i t everywhere. At t h i s p o i n t we met Enrique, the t r a i n ' s A u d i t o r . Because 
of heavy patronage of Mexican t r a i n s , the crew concerns i t s e l f only w i t h o p e r a t i o n , 
leaving the t i c k e t - t a k i n g d u t i e s to a non-operating A u d i t o r . The f a c t that t r a i n 
and engine crews work r i g h t through to Puebla (on t h i s day I t was over 14 hours!) 
may e x p l a i n why Enrique was more than a l i t t l e aflame w i t h the grape. Cornering us 
time and again, he would launch i n t o thundering o r a t o r y , of which I could decipher 
odds and ends of an impassioned appeal to the f o r e i g n dominators (us!) to give Mex­
icans t h e i r l i b e r t y . "Onward...Upward! We Mexicans don't want to f i g h t ! We want 
shoes!" How happy we wei^e to concur on that f i g h t i n g b i t , e s p e c i a l l y since he was 
beginning to a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n of the s o l d i e r s , who came to peer at us through 
the end door of the coach. As f o r the shoes; a f t e r three days of tramping the 
s t r e e t s of Mexico C i t y , we would have given up ours, and the f e e t In them. Enrique 
was, however, anxious to be f r i e n d l y , and wound up each sermon w i t h handshakes a l l 
round and p r o t e s t a t i o n s of undying f r i e n d s h i p . 

Cuautia i s a busy di v i s i o n p o i n t and branch l i n e j u n c t i o n , and here our engine 
was s e r v i c e d , w h i l e we photographed the other locomotives working In the yard or 
preparing to depart w i t h the branch l i n e connection. From Cuautia the branch goes 
to Puente de I x t l a , 81 K i l o m e t e r s . During the t r i p we met numerous f r e i g h t s , most­
l y w i t h 2 engines and about 8 to 12 c a r s . A good part of the l i n e ' s business seems 
to be the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of gypsum to s e v e r a l l a r g e p l a n t s near Mexico C i t y . But 
the short t r a i n s , l i g h t r a i l and general s t a t e of d i s r e p a i r are sure signs that 
track widening, promised f o r many years, cannot be f a r o f f . Indeed, a l l t i e r e ­
placements over the past 15 years or more have been made to accommodate standard 
gauge r a i l s . 

The second h a l f of the l i n e dropped down s h a r p l y Into sugar cane country, and 
extensive c a n e - c a r r y l n g trackage of v a r i o u s gauges p a r a l l e l l e d the l i n e f o r miles. 
Hours l a t e r , a f t e r n i g h t f a l l , we t r u n d l e d along under a v e r i t a b l e blaze of s t a r s , 
the huge h e a d l i g h t bathing the right-of-way i n a p r e t t y f e e b l e glow (due, no doubt, 
to the f a c t that the g l a s s was of the factory-window v a r i e t y , the k i n d that has 
chicken wire embedded In I t ) and the o i l f i r e g i v i n g out e x p l o s i v e bursts of l i g h t 
which d i d as much to I l l u m i n a t e the proceedings, as we approached. I n e v i t a b l y , the 
end of the l i n e . 'Ae j o i n e d the standard-gauge r a i l w a y from the C i t y at an Impor­
tant j u n c t i o n outside the town, and f i n i s h e d the t r i p on heavy 3 - r a l l t r a c k , com­
plet e w i t h block s i g n a l s . 
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CN Montreal-Garneau Excursion Weekend... -
Nostalgia 

1 certainly do NOT have a cinder in my eye . . . she's just so beautiful I can't help crying!" 

. . as seen by the Montreal Star 

* An encouraging note f o r e l e c t r i c r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t s Is a repo r t from Corn­
w a l l , Ontario to the e f f e c t that the Cornwall S t r e e t Railway, L i g h t and Power Com­
pany has purchased Baldwin-Westinghouse t r o l l e y locomotives 333 and 335 from the 
d l e s e l l s e d Lake E r i e and Northern Railway. Presumably, these u n i t s w i l l r eplace 
two of the o l d e r locomotives p r e s e n t l y on hand i n Cornwall. Also Included In the 
sale were two e x t r a t r a c t i o n motors, a spare blower and compressor, a q u a n t i t y of 
re s i s t a n c e g r i d s and t r o l l e y poles and s e v e r a l wheel and ax l e assemblies. 
* Also concerning the Lake E r i e and Northern Is the news th a t the overhead has 
been removed to south of Waterford now and the t r a c k between Simcoe and Port Dover 
w i l l be removed at the same time as the l i n e gang removes the overhead between 
those two p o i n t s . 

ERRATA 
The June Issue of the Newsletter contained two e r r o r s which should be c o r r e c t ­

ed: TTC car 4742, r a t h e r than 4752 was Involved i n the head-on c o l l i s i o n w i t h 4227 
at Bloor and Dundas S t r e e t s on May 25th. No. 4742, a former Birmingham c a r . Is at 
present nearlng completion of r e p a i r s to I t s f r o n t end at H l l l c r e s t Shops. 

Als o , the Manitoba t e r m i n a l of the C.P.R. branch l i n e which was the subject of 
the a r t i c l e on Page 71 Is Reston, not Preston. 


