
d C O R P O R A T E D 1 9 5 2 

NUMBER 194 MARCH, 1962 

RAILWAYS OF 

Ptince Cdwatd Sdland 

as observed by R. J. SANDUSKY 

UPPER C A N A D A R A I L W A Y SOCIETY 
B O X 1 2 2 T E R M I N A L " A " T O R O N T O , O N T A R I O 

i i 

li 



p 

T y p i c a l of the I s l a n d ' s t r a i n s , M233, headed by CM 42, awaits departure 
f o r S o u r i s at Mount Stewart J u n c t i o n . 

RAILWAYS OF 

ptince Cdwatd Sdland 
Many r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t s have n o t i c e d the CNR r a i l schedules f o r Prince ' 

Edward I s l a n d , which appear o n l y i n tne w i n t e r f o l d e r and take e f f e c t around the 
middle of December, and p r o b a b l y have wondered j u s t what i s over t h e r e . Those 
who succumb to t h e i r c u r i o s i t y and board the M.V. Abegweit f o r a t r i p across the 
Northumberland S t r a i t s w i l l f i n d a r a i l system which, w i t h i n i t s e l f , i s as 
s t a n d a r d i z e d as any other but which a l s o has a p e r s o n a l i t y of i t s own. (This 
seems to be a f e a t u r e of many i s l a n d r a i l w a y s . ) 

The i s l a n d ' s own p e c u l i a r brand of motive power w i l l l i k e l y be seen im
m e d i a t e l y upon a r r i v a l at Borden, where a G„Eo 600 hp. r o a d - s w i t c h e r s i t s on the 
p i e r w i t h a l i n e of i d l e r f l a t s , w a i t i n g to remove the f r e i g h t or passenger 
c a r s from the f e r r y and i n s e r t another l i n e of cars f o r the r e t u r n t r i p . These 
GoE. l o c o s are omnipresent on the i s l a n d ' s t r a i n s . The o n l y exceptions to this 
r u l e are two or three 1600 s e r i e s , 4-axle, K i n g s t o n - b u i l t r o a d - s w i t c h e r s which 
handle the through passenger t r a i n s to Charlottetown, plus the odd f r e i g h t run 
over the same l i n e . On the c o l d January day of my v i s i t , the p i e r switcher at 
Borden, CN no. 32, unloaded a steam generator c a r , f i v e a s s o r t e d baggage and 
express cars and a 5500 s e r i e s coach, a l l of which were assembled behind engine 
1636 and sped out of town as t r a i n no. 40. 

The l i n e from Emerald J u n c t i o n to Charlottetown ( i n common w i t h much of the 
other trackage on the i s l a n d ) , c o n s i s t s of an i n t e r m i n a b l e s u c c e s s i o n of curves 
and grades which were o r i g i n a l l y p l o t t e d f o r the 3'-6" gauge of the P r i n c e Ed
ward I s l a n d Railway. In a l l , i t i s q u i t e r e m i n i s c e n t of some p a r t s of the CNR's 
Oxbridge or the CPR's Owen Sound S u b d i v i s i o n s , both of which a l s o began life 
w i t h a gauge of 3'-6". 

The t i d y c i t y of Charlottetown i s soon reached and a h a l f mile n o r t h of the 
s t a t i o n t r a i n no. 40 i s wyed (as are a l l other passenger t r a i n s e n t e r i n g town), 
then backed down i n t o one of the p l a t f o r m s beside the l a r g e and imposing stone 
s t a t i o n . I t i s 9:00 pm. (or l a t e r i f the Abegweit was delayed by i c e ) , and most 
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other tracks between the b u t t e r f l y p l a t f o r m s are occupied by an assortment of 
wooden coaches, combines and express c a r s . Number 40's coach along w i t h the odd 
5200 class coach i n the yard appear q u i t e incongruous i n t h i s scene. One no
tices back-up l i g h t s on most of the cars and soon d i s c o v e r s t h a t they are f r e 
quently used on the many "branches o f f branches" on the i s l a n d o 

South and east of the s t a t i o n l i e the docks, l o c o shop and a s m a l l f r e i g h t 
yard where G.E. s t e e p l e - c a b no. 2 spends a l l of i t s time c n a r g i n g back and 
forth. Beyond t h i s , c r o s s i n g the H i l l s b o r o u g h R i v e r , one can see the former 
r a i l bridge over which the narrow gauge t r a i n s from Murray Harbour used to en
ter town. T h i s was the l a s t l i n e to be standard-gauged ( l y 3 0 ) and when that took 
place, the r a i l s were cut back to the east end of the b r i d g e , at Southport, 
and a new access l i n e was b u i l t from Mount Stewart to Lake Verde. The bridge 
was used f o r one lane of highway t r a f f i c u n t i l r e c e n t l y when a new s t r u c t u r e 
was completed. No doubt the o l d one w i l l ne d i s m a n t l e d ere l o n g . The r a i l s 
east from here have now been removed f o r about f o u r m i l e s to Mount Herbert. 
From the l a t t e r p o i n t to Hazelbrook, mile 7.4, f r e i g h t s e r v i c e o n l y i s pro
vided but a mixed t r a i n runs between Hazelbrook, Murray Harbour and Vernon. 

A s u r p r i s e awaits the person f i r s t v i s i t i n g Vernon. At t r a i n time he w i l l 
watch amazed as the l o c o , express and passenger cars n e g o t i a t e the r e v e r s i n g 
balloon at the end of the 3.8 mile branch. (One wonders i f the mileage of the 
subdivision i n c l u d e s the d i s t a n c e around the loop.) One would expect to f i n d a 
spring switch at the entrance to the loop, s i n c e the t r a i n always n a v i g a t e s i t 
in the same d i r e c t i o n , but no . . . . upon a r r i v a l the t r a i n always stops twice; 
once as the s w i t c h i s opened and once more as i t i s c l o s e d behind. I t then pro
ceeds to the white, frame s t a t i o n l o c a t e d at the v e r y top of the loop.(Does any
one know of any other r u r a l t u r n i n g b a l l o o n s s t i l l i n use i n Canada?) 

In the course of two days on the i s l a n d , v a r i o u s mixed t r a i n s were ob
served, always w i t h one l o c o , except f o r no. 252 from T i g n i s h which appeared 
one day w i t h l o c o s 28 and 31 (p l u s 3 tank c a r s , 2 express cars and a coach). 
Evidence of the importance of a g r i c u l t u r a l produce on the economy of the r a i l 
system was seen i n the long l i n e s of r e f r i g e r a t o r cars occupying s i d i n g s at 
many t e r m i n a l s and j u n c t i o n s . These t r a i n s enjoy r e a s o n a b l y good connections 
and i n the course of f o u r days a determined r a i l w a y e n t h u s i a s t c o u l d cover a l l 
the l i n e s except the one from Mount Stewart to Lake Verde. 

Back-up w h i s t l e s and l i g h t s are obvious here as t r a i n s M233 and M249 wait at 
Mount Stewart J u n c t i o n f o r t h e i r departures to S o u r i s and Georgetown r e s p e c t i v e l y . 



6167 d)oeJ It cA^ain 

CN 6167 r u m b l e d a c r o s s t h e b r i d g e o v e r 2 0 - M i l e C r e e k a s 
1000 e x c u r s i o n i s t s w a t c h e d o r r o d e t h e t r a i n a t t h i s r u n - b y . 

As h a s a l r e a d y b e e n p r o v e n , t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f a c r i s p w i n t e r ' s day, a 
s t e a m l o c o m o t i v e a n d a d e s t i n a t i o n w i t h w i d e p u b l i c a p p e a l , more t h a n g u a r a n t e e s 
t h e s u c c e s s o f an e x c u r s i o n . The l a t e s t t r i p p r o m o t e d b y t h i s S o c i e t y i n c o 
o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l ' s P a s s e n g e r S a l e s D e p a r t m e n t h a d a l l of 
these a t t r i b u t e s . S u n d a y , M a r c h 4 t h dawned c o l d a nd c l e a r . The d e s t i n a t i o n cho
s e n f o r t h e d a y , N i a g a r a F a l l s , c e r t a i n l y h as a u n i v e r s a l a p p e a l , a n d f e w p e o p l e 
v i s i t t h e r e d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r b e c a u s e o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t a r e o f t e n e n c o u n 
t e r e d i n w i n t e r d r i v i n g . CN's e n g i n e 6167 p r o v i d e d t h e m o t i v e power f o r the 
t r a i n a n d p r e s e n t e d a d r a m a t i c s i g h t a t t h e two r u n - p a s t s w h i c h w e r e p e r f o r m e d 
en r o u t e . 

B e c a u s e a d v a n c e t i c k e t s a l e s w e r e much s l o w e r t h a n on p r e v i o u s t r i p s , i t 
was f i r s t t h o u g h t t h a t s e v e n c o a c h e s w o u l d p r o v i d e s u f f i c i e n t a c c o m o d a t i o n f o r 
th e e x p e c t e d c r o w d , e v e n a l l o w i n g f o r c o n s i d e r a b l e l a s t - m i n u t e s a l e s . However, 
b y l a t e S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g , i n d i c a t i o n s w e r e t h a t more s p a c e w o u l d be n e e d e d , so a 
f u r t h e r t h r e e c a r s w e r e a d d e d t o t h e c o n s i s t . By t h e n , t h e t r a i n t o t a l e d 12 c a r s 
i n c l u d i n g a n e x p r e s s c a r a n d C a f e t e r i a c a r no. 4 9 6 . 

N e x t m o r n i n g , we l e f t U n i o n S t a t i o n a f e w m i n u t e s a f t e r t h e 9:30 am a d v e r 
t i s e d d e p a r t u r e , a n d a n u n s c h e d u l e d s t o p was made j u s t c l e a r o f C a b i n D t o p e r 
m i t t h e a d d i t i o n o f two more c o a c h e s t o a c c o m o d a t e t h e a l r e a d y s t a n d i n g l o a d 
a b o a r d t h e s p e c i a l . As we drew t o a s t o p a t S u n n y s i d e , i t was i n t e r e s t i n g t o 
n o t e t h e d o z e n s o f a u t o m o b i l e s p a r k e d a l o n g t h e p a r a l l e l i n g h i g h w a y s w h i l e t h e i r 
passengers a d m i r e d 6 1 6 7. From h e r e , a f a s t , n o n - s t o p r u n was made t o O a k v i l l e , 
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where the w a i t i n g passenger Load again exceeded the a v a i l a b l e s e a t i n g . Here too, 
a message was r e c e i v e d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t one of the ru n - p a s t s , planned f o r an i n 
teresting l o c a t i o n east of M e r r i t t o n , be re s c h e d u l e d to a v o i d the d i f f i c u l t y i n 
sta r t i n g the heavy t r a i n on the s t i f f grade between there and Niagara F a l l s . 

At Hamilton, a 20 minute stop was made to take on water f o r the engine and 
to add a f u r t h e r f o u r coaches, s w e l l i n g the t r a i n to an o v e r a l l l e n g t h of 18 
cars, and what must s u r e l y be a r e c o r d l e n g t h f o r a steam e x c u r s i o n i n Canada. 
From Hamilton, the s p e c i a l proceeded al o n g the Grimsby S u b d i v i s i o n to Jordan, 
where the f i r s t run-past was made. The wide r i g h t - o f - w a y , as w e l l as the disused 
piers of the o l d b r i d g e and the wide banks of Twenty M i l e Creek p r o v i d e d ample 
vantage p o i n t s from which to photograph the t r a i n as i t rumbled a c r o s s the p r e s 
ent q u a r t e r - m i l e long, double t r a c k e d bridge. The next run-by, at a s m a l l e r 
bridge and f i l l a t mile 16.0, again a f f o r d e d ample o p p o r t u n i t y f o r photography, 
in s p i t e of the l a r g e crowd. A f t e r l e a v i n g here, a b r i e f stop was made at St. 
Catharines to a l l o w a few passengers to d e t r a i n to c a t c h R a i l i n e r t r a i n no. 593 
back to Hamilton. With a good run at the grade, 6167 and i t s 18-car l o a d charged 
past the summit of the Niagara Escarpment at about 30 miles per hour. Niagara 
Fall s S t a t i o n was reached at about 1:25 pm, some 55 minutes l a t e . 

From the s t a t i o n , seven c h a r t e r e d buses c a r r i e d e x c u r s i o n i s t s to the F a l l s 
themselves w h i l e the t r a i n was r e m a r s h a l l e d and the engine s e r v i c e d . At 4:15 pm 
the e n t i r e t r a i n was backed onto the W h i r l p o o l Rapids Bridge, g i v i n g passengers 
a t h r i l l i n g view of the Niagara Gorge, and i n the f a r d i s t a n c e to the south, the 
F a l l s . 

F o l l o w i n g the departure at 4:35, a non-stop, high speed run was made to 
Hamilton. Again, the engine was watered, and two coaches were removed. Although 
a few minutes were l o s t between Hamilton and Bayview because of d r i v e r s l i p p a g e 
on the wet r a i l s , a f a s t t r i p was made back to Toronto, and the 35 minutes l a t e 
a r r i v a l t h e r e was due mostly to the water stop at Hamilton. 

The passenger count f o r the day was a l s o some s o r t of r e c o r d . . 975! Spec
i a l c r e d i t f o r t h i s i s c e r t a i n l y due to Mr. A.r. McPherson and Mr. F.A, Rowell 
of the CN's Toronto o f f i c e s f o r having the f o r e s i g h t and the ambition to promote 
this type of e x c u r s i o n . The S o c i e t y too, welcomed the o p p o r t u n i t y to a s s i s t i n 
the p l a n n i n g , p u b l i c i z i n g and o p e r a t i o n of the t r a i n and we f e e l t h a t the many 
s a t i s f i e d passengers t h a t day have been made more aware of the CN i n a most 
favourable way. 

The r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s of the CN 
is u n l i m i t e d . The f i r e b o x of 
6167 i s not hand-fed but the 
tender c e r t a i n l y was on March 
4th! 
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GREAT SLAVE LAKE RAILWAY 
1-EN6TH 3BS MILES. 

Con J ttuction 
Stattd 
on the 
GREAT 
SLAVE 
LAKE 
Railway 

C l e a r i n g h a s coramenced on t h e f i r s t 137 m i l e s o f t h e 4 3 0 - m i l e G r e a t S l a v e 
Lake R a i l w a y , a n e x t e n s i o n o f t h e N o r t h e r n A l b e r t a R a i l w a y s t o Hay R i v e r a n d 
Pi n e P o i n t , N.W.T. C o n t r a c t s w e r e a w a r d e d b y t h e CNR t o ( o f a l l t h i n g s ) t h e Bo-
gock S e e d Company o f Edm o n t o n f o r t h e f i r s t 52 m i l e s f r o m Roma ( M i l e 0, b e t w e e n 
Peace R i v e r a n d G r i m s h a w ) , w h i l e P e t e r R o h l o f C a l g a r y w i l l c l e a r t h e r i g h t - o f -
way f r o m m i l e 52 t o m i l e 1 37. 

The G r e a t S l a v e L a k e h a s a re a d y - m a d e a c c e s s r o u t e f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n e q u i p 
ment a n d m a t e r i a l s i n t h e M a c k e n z i e H i g h w a y , w h i c h i t w i l l r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l a l l 
the way t o Hay R i v e r . The l i n e w i l l p r o v e e a s i e r t h a n many o t h e r s t o c o n s t r u c t 
i n o t h e r r e s p e c t s a l s o : t h e t e r r a i n t o be c r o s s e d i s l i g h t l y t i m b e r e d , t h e 
r i v e r s a n d s t r e a m s n a r r o w a n d muskegs f e w i n number. The a l i g n m e n t i s a c r o s s a 
number o f l o w p l a t e a u s l o c a t e d b e t w e e n w i d e b u t s h a l l o w r i v e r v a l l e y s , o f w h i c h 
o n l y one i s more t n a n 100 f e e t d e e p . The a v e r a g e e l e v a t i o n o f t h e l i n e i s 1800 
f e e t a bove s e a l e v e l f o r t h e f i r s t 200 m i l e s a n d 500 f e e t a b o v e s e a l e v e l f o r 
the r e s t o f t h e d i s t a n c e . The s o u t h e r l y 175 m i l e s o f t h e l i n e p a s s e s t h r o u g h 
good f a r m l a n d s p r o d u c i n g c e r e a l c r o p s a n d r i c h p a s t u r a g e . 

The p r i n c i p a l p u r p o s e o f t h e 
co r d e d p r e v i o u s l y i n t h e s e p a g e s , 
the P i n e P o i n t mine on G r e a t S l a v e L a k e . 

G r e a t S l a v e L a k e R a i l w a y , o f c o u r s e , a s r e -
i s t o b r i n g o u t l e a d - z i n c c o n c e n t r a t e s f r o m 

T h i s mine w i l l be s i t u a t e d a t t h e end 


