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PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY EXTENSIONS 

I f  p resen t  p lans  a r e  c a r r i e d  t o  completion, t h e  P a c i f i c  Great Eas t -  
e r n  Railway w i l l  cease t o  be t h e  phys ica l ly  i s o l a t e d  s t r e t c h  of t r a c k  
t h a t  i t  has  been f o r  s o  long. The extens ion  from Quesnel, B.C,, t h e  
present  nor the rn  terminus, t o  Prince George, on t h e  C . N . R . t s  Pr ince 

~ Rupert l i n e ,  i s  well on t h e  road toward completion, while an extens ion  
a t  t h e  south end from Squamish i n t o  Vancouver i s  under cons idera t ion ,  

The Quesnel-Prince George extens ion  has  been i n  t h e  pro jec ted  s t a g e  
f o r  many yea r s ,  and a  conslderable 'amount of grading work north of 
Quesnel was a l r eady  conqlete ,  - However, construct3.o.n got  under vay i n  

1 ' e a r ~ e s t .  l a s t  y e a r  with'.  t h e  ix2e tus  of  a  Dofninion Goverwient grant, of 

~ 
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The r e p o r t  s t a t e s :  "Canada has  reached.a l  s t a g e  i n  i t s  development when 
former methods of making r q t e s  must gtye,way t o  a  uniform r a t e  s t r u c t -  
u re  s o  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  poss ib le  a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  l o c a l i t i e s  and d i s t r i c t s  
w i l l  be t r e a t e d  a l i k e t t .  . . .. 
---The merging of t h e  Board of Transport  Commissioners w i t h  t h e  A i r  
Transport, Board.asd t h e  Canadian Maritime Commission i n  order  t o  pro- 
vide uniform c o n t r o l  over a l l  i n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  agencies  of t r anspor t - -  
a l s o ,  an  extension of t h e  powers of t h e  Board of Transport  Commission- 
e r s  i s  .~?ecommended. 
---Because of t h e  v i t a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  l i n e s  through 
Northern Ontar io between t h e  longi tude of Sudbury and t h a t  of Port  
Arthur, and y e t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  milea e  i n  i t s e l f  o r i g i n a t e s  very 
l i t t l e  t r a f f i c , . t h a t  a  f e d e r a l  g ran t  of 7 m i l l i o n  a  year  be made t o  
t h e  ra i lways  t o  a s s i s t  i n  tQe maintenance of those s t r e t c h e s  of t rack , ,  
---.The'establishment of a  Ceiling on east-west r a i l  r a t e s  of t h e  t r a n s -  
coritinen.tal r a t e  p l u s  33-1;/3 .per cent  ( t h e  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a t e  has  
always been lower than  t h a t  $or s h o r t e r  d i s t a n c e s  i n  order  t o  make i t  
competi t ive w i t h  Panama Canal compet i t ion) ,  
---That t h e  p resen t  Crow.% Nest Pass r a t e  system should be continued a s  
we l l  a s  t h e  Maritime Fre ight  Rates Act. 
---That t h e r e  be no u n i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  C . N , R ,  and C.P.R.; t h e  r e p o r t  
r ea f f i rms  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of maintaining t h e  C.P.R. asf'a s t rong  p r i -  
va te  venture undkr capable and e f f i c i e n t  managementw, 
---That t h e  ra i lways  be allowed more freedom i n  managing themselves, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s ' r e g a r d s  t h e  abandonment of unprof i t ab le  branch l i n e s  
and t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of new l i n e s  of promise; a l s o  t h a t  t h e  ra i lways  
be allowed t o  continue w i t h  t h e i r  opera t ion  of t rucking  . subs id ia r i e s ,  
---A r e c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  C.N.R. t o  put t h e  rai lway on a  sounder 
f i n a n c i a l  b a s i s  by requ i r ing  t h e  payment of i n t e r e s t  on debt charges 
only i f  i t  had been earned, and t h e  establ ishment  of an  accumulating 
rese rve  fund, 

One of t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  s tatements  made i n  t h e  Turgeon Report 
i s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  room f o r  t h e  expansion of ra i lway 
facilities i n  Canada, It says t h a t  most of t h i s  expansion would be 
done by t h e  government-owned Canadian National  Railways, Although 
s 2 e c i f i c  recornmcndations were not made, t h e  Commission considered t h e  
fol lowing proposals  during the  course of i t s  enquiry: A thorough t e s t  
of t h e  use fu lness  of t h e  Hudson Bay Railway t o  Churchi l l ,  Manitoba; 
cons t ruc t ion  of a 160-mile l i n e  by t h e  C.N.R. from Sheridon, Manitoba, 
t o  Lynn Lake,.Manitoba ( t h e  C.N.R. h a s  t h i s  l i n e  under contemplation);  
completion of t h e  C.P.R. l i n e  between Valmarie and Nankota, Sask.; 
ope ra t ion  of t h e  C.N.R. l i n e  from Neidpath t o  S w i f t  Current,  Sask, 
( t h i s  l i n e  was completed i n  1931); completion of both C,N.R.  and C.P.R. 
branch l i n e s  t o  Swif t  Current and f u r t h e r  ex tens ion  of t h e  C . N . R , f s  new 
Barrante ,  Quebec, l i n e  n o r t h e r l y  t o  Lake Chibougaman, 
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