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I n 1929, C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c i n t r o d u c e d i t s f i r s t s t e e l 
s o l a r i u m lounge c a r s t o C a n a d i a n t r a v e l l e r s . The l a t e s t 
word i n s p a c i o u s n e s s , l u x u r y and good t a s t e , the 15 
' R i v e r ' c l a s s c a r s t y p i f i e d t h e r e s p e c t a b l e s o l i d i t y 
of C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c ' s heavyweight s t e e l p assenger e q u i p 
ment t h a t was never q u i t e a c h i e v e d i n t h e l a t e r age of 
t i g h t - l o c k c o u p l i n g s , p i c t u r e windows and smooth c o n 
t o u r s . 

O p u l e n t l y f i n i s h e d i n w a l n u t , the c a r s a f f o r d e d the 
t r a v e l l e r such a m e n i t i e s as i n d i v i d u a l l a d i e s ' and gen
tlemen's showers, l e a t h e r - u p h o l s t e r e d smoking rooms, 
l a d i e s ' l o u n g e and o b s e r v a t i o n p a r l o r . At the r e a r , 
r e p l a c i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n p l a t f o r m — p e r 
haps f o r the same c l i m a t o l o g i c a l r e a s o n t h a t f a v o u r e d 
v e s t i b u l e d cabs over t h e i r open c o u n t e r p a r t on C a n a d i a n 
l o c o m o t i v e s — was a high-windowed s o l a r i u m , f u r n i s h e d 
w i t h e i g h t l e a t h e r c h a i r s . The g a s t r o n o m i c a l needs of 
the p a s s e n g e r s were s a t i s f i e d a t a s m a l l but w e l l 
equipped b u f f e t . Exhaust f a n s s u f f i c e d f o r v e n t i l a t i o n 
i n a p r e - a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d e r a . 

The s h e l l s of the ' R i v e r ' c a r s were f a b r i c a t e d by 
N a t i o n a l S t e e l C a r , o f H a m i l t o n , Ont., f o r S66,300 
a p i e c e . The i n t e r i o r s were f i n i s h e d by C a n a d i a n Pac
i f i c ' s own c r a f t s m e n , a t Angus Shops. 

Though t h e i r a s s i g n m e n t s were hy no means c o n t i n u o u s , 
the ' R i v e r ' c a r s (and t h e i r l a t e r metamorphoses) were 
most e x t e n s i v e l y used on C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c ' s t r a n s c o n t i n 
e n t a l r o u t e , or on p o r t i o n s of i t . Upon o u t s h o p p i n g , 
' R i v e r s ' were a s s i g n e d t o the T o r o n t o - V a n c o u v e r Domin
i o n and the C h i c a g o - V a n c o u v e r M o u n t a i n e e r . The l a t t e r 
t r a i n t r a v e l l e d o ver the r a i l s of C P - a f f i l i a t e Soo L i n e 
i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and t o the M o u n t a i n e e r ' s c o n s i s t 
the Soo c o n t r i b u t e d f o u r of i t s own c a r s — W i s c o n s i n 
R i v e r , Chippewa R i v e r , S t . C r o i x R i v e r and M i s s i s s i p p i 
R i v e r — w h i c h were d u p l i c a t e s of the CPR c a r s , b u i l t 
i n 1929 by P u l l m a n . 

As the D e p r e s s i o n s e t t l e d o ver t h 
everywhere sought means t o reduce 
a t i o n , and C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c was n 
a b l y non-revenue c a r s were s i d e t r 
' R i v e r ' c a r s formed a t Angus Shop 
u n t i l the economy took i t s upward 
World War 11. A few c a r s remaine 
M o u n t a i n e e r and Soo-Dominion, and 
g i v e n i c e - a c t i v a t e d a i r c o n d i t i o n 
' m o d e r n i z a t i o n ' hud begun. 

e c o u n t r y , i n d u s t r i e s 
t h e i r c o s t s of o p e r -

o e x c e p t i o n . I n e v i t -
a c k e d , and a l i n e o f 
s, t o r emain dormant 
t u r n a t the o u t s e t of 

d i n o p e r a t i o n , on the 
i n 1936 t h e s e were 

i n g ; the t r e n d t o 

a s s i g n e d t o b r i n g up the r e a r of the P i l o t T r a i n f o r 
the 1939 R o y a l Tour. 

The y e a r 1941 saw a s i g n i f i c a n t o v e r h a u l of the 'Rivei'' 
f l e e t as Canadian P a c i f i c sought to a l i g n i t s equipment 
w i t h the t r a v e l requii'ements of w a r t i m e . A l l t e n r e 
m a i n i n g n o n - a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d c a r s r e c e i v e d the a i r c o o l 
i n g equipment. E i g h t of them l o s t t h e i r day s i t t i n g 
room accomodation i n f a v o u r of s l e e p i n g c a p a c i t y — 
f o u r d o u b l e bedrooms and a s i n g l e compartment; the b u f 
f e t , l ounge and s o l a r i u m remained u n s c a t h e d . W i t h t h i s 
r e b u i l d i n g came a name change, t o the 'Cape' s e r i e s . 

Two c a r s . R i v e r Rouge and R i v e r Dee, were a l t e r e d even 
more, as an 1 8 - c h a i r d i n i n g s e c t i o n took the p l a c e of 
the f o r m e r room accomodation and they became Cafe P a r l o r 
c a r s 6590 and 6591. 

The f i v e ' R i v e r ' c a r s t h a t had been a i r c o n d i t i o n e d i n 
1936-1939 were a l s o m o d i f i e d t o the 'Cape' c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
i n 1943-1945, and a g e n e r a l renaming of the 'Cape' c a r s 
took p l a c e about 1946, t o g i v e the c a r names a Canadian 
( r a t h e r t h a n B r i t i s h ) mien. 

In t h e f o r t i e s , the 'Capes' h e l d f o r t h on t l i e M o n t r e a l -
Vancouver s e c t i o n of the Dominion, and r e t a i n e d t h i s 
p r e s t i g i o u s assignment u n t i l the Canadian's s t a i n l e s s 
s t e e l and domes d i s p l a c e d them i n 1954. T l i i s p e r i o d 
a l s o iiaw 'Cape' c a r s on the Soo-Dominion, on T o r o n t o -
M o n t r e a l t r a i n s 21 and 22, and — f o r a s h o r t t i m e — 
on the M o n t r e a l - S t . John A t l a n t i c L i m i t e d . 

By the mid-1950's, uses f o r the 'Cape' c a r s were becom
i n g s c a r c e . Budd s t a i n l e s s s t e e l equipment had made 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n r o a d s on the t e r r i t o r y t h a t had been the 
s o l e p r e s e r v e of the h e a v y w e i g l i t s . 

The Soo L i n e ' s ' R i v e r ' c a r s became h o s j i i t a l c a r s f o r 
the U.S. Army i n 1943, and t l i e Soo-Dominion/Mountaineer 

I n 1939 a n o t h e r ' R i v e r ' r e c e i v e d a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g f o r 
a s i n g u l a r l y h o n o u r a b l e a s s i g n m e n t . R i v e r C l y d e was 

thus p r o v i d e d s e c u r e employment f o r s e v e r a l 'Capes' 
from t h a t time u n t i l 1960. F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s i n the 
m i d - f i f t i e s , f o u r 'Capes' s e r v e d V a n c o u v e r - C a l g a r y 
p a s s e n g e r s by way of the K e t t l e V a l l c y / K o o t e n a y E x p r e s s , 
o p e r a t i n g o v e r CP's s p e c t a c u l a r Crowsnest Pass r o u t e 
t o F o r t McLeod and thence t o C a l g a r y ; t h i s employment 
t e r m i n a t e d when RDC's took over b o t h the K e t t l e V a l l e y 
and the F o r t McLeod-Calgary s e r v i c e s . 

Around 1950, 'Lake' c a r s (one drawing room, f o u r com
p a r t m e n t s , b u f f e t - l o u n g e , but no s o l a r i u m ) took over 
from the 'Capes' on the T o r o n t o - M o n t r e a l o v e r n i g h t 
s e r v i c e . However, i t was a r e l a t i v e l y common s i g h t t o 



see a 'Cape' on t h e s e t r a i n s as l a t e as the e a r l y 
1960's, when equipment s h o r t a g e s r e n d e r e d t h e u s u a l 
'Lake' — o r l a t t e r l y the s t a i n l e s s s t e e l 'View' c a r — 
hors de combat. 

The f i r s t c a s u a l t i e s of the f l e e t o c c u r r e d i n 1960, 
when the two Cafe P a r l o r c a r s were c o n v e r t e d t o b o a r d i n g 
c a r s — the o n l y ' R i v e r s ' t o meet t h i s f a t e . From 1962 
on, e i g h t c a r s were c o n v e r t e d f o r o f f i c i a l s e r v i c e , 
r e q u i r i n g l i t t l e a l t e r a t i o n from t h e i r 'Cape' c o n f i g u r 
a t i o n ; i n most c a s e s , t h i s c o n s i s t e d s i m p l y of c r e a t i n g 
a master from two o f t h e o r i g i n a l bedrooms, e s t a b l i s h 
i n g a d i n i n g room ( o r merely d i n i n g a r e a ) i n the lo u n g e , 
and i n s t a l l i n g a s m a l l s t o v e i n t l i e lounge a r e a t o 
supplement the o u t p u t of the Baker H e a t e r when o p e r a t i n g 
i n f r e i g h t s e r v i c e . 

F i v e o f the c a r s have been s c r a p p e d o u t r i g h t , o r a r e 
a w a i t i n g d i s m a n t l i n g . Thus, w h i l e t e n members of the 
c l a s s a r e s t i l l e x t a n t , none of them can be c o n s i d e r e d 
t o be i n revenue s e r v i c e . 

Cape r,eor;;o (above) i s t y p i c a l of these cars as they appeared from 
the mid-forties on. Newly a i r conditioned, and finished i n the 
Tuscan Red, s t r i p i n g and crests introduced on the lightweight 
equipment of the day (below), River Clyde stands ready for duty 
with the Royal Tour of 1939. 
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U i a p l i r a g m s w e r e o m i t t e d f r o m the 
r e a r e n d o f t h e ' H i v e r ' o a r s i n 
t h e i r e a r l y d a y s ; i t i v e r F o r t h 
( a b o v e ) s p o r t e d a r u d i m e n t a r y 
r a i l i n g i n s t e a d . 

S i ; ; n i J " i c a n t c h a n g e s i n w i n d o w 
a r r a n g e m e n t c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e 
t w o C a f e P a r l o r c a r s , 0590 
( r i g h t ) a n d o591. 

ORIGINAL NAME 
(1929) 

RIVER ERASER 

RIVER ROUGE 

RIVER AVONMORE 

RIVER TYNE 

RIVER MVDAWASKA 

RIVER LIARD 

RIVER OTONABEE 

RIVER THAMES 

RIVER DEE 

RIVER CLYDE 

RIVER CLARE 

RIVER MOIRA 

RIVER SEVERN 

RIVER DUMBER 

RIVER FORTH 

FIRST REBUILD 

a i r c o n d i t i o n e d 
(1936) 

Cafe P a r l o r 6591 
a i r cond. (1941) 

a i r c o n d i t i o n e d 
(1936) 

CAPE TYNE 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE ROUGE 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE LIARD 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE DEE 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE THAMES 
a i r cond. (1941) 

Cafe P a r l o r 6590 
a i r cond. (1941) 

a i r c o n d i t i o n e d 
(1939) 

a i r c o n d i t i o n e d 
(1936) 

CAPE MOIRA 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE SEVERN 
a i r cond. (1941) 

CAPE HUMBER 
a i r cond. (1941) 

a i r c o n d i t i o n e d 
(1936) 

SECOND REBUILD 

CAPE GEORGE 
(1945) 

CAPE AVONMORE 
(1943) 

RENAMED 

CAPE CHURCHILL 
(1945) 

CAPE CLARE 
(1943) 

CAPE MUDGE 
(1945) 

CAPE BEALE 
(1946) 

CAPE CAUTION 
(1946) 

CAPE RjiCE 
(1947) 

CAPE BRETON 
(1946) 

CAPE COOK 
(1945) 

CAPE KURD 
(1946) 

CAPE BAULD 
(1946) 

CAPE SCOTT 
(1946) 

CAPE RAY 
(1946) 

CAPE KNOX 
(1944) 

DISPOSITION 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 6 
(1962) 

Conv. t o Brd g . Car 411294 
(1960) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 37 
(1966) 

A w a i t i n g D e s t r o y a l 
(4-1969) 

Scrapped, Angus 

Conv. to Bus. Car 13 (1963) 
S o l d t o UCRS; 3-25-69 

Scr a p p e d , Farnham 
(1968) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 15 
(1963) 

Conv. t o Brdg. Car 411658 
(1960) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 36 
(1966) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 14 
(1963) 

A w a i t i n g D e s t r o y a l 
(4-1969) 

S c r a p p e d , Farnham 
(1968) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 4 
(1963) 

Conv. t o Bus. Car 21 
(1964) 



One ' R i v e r ' c a r now e n j o y s the d i s t i n c t i o n o f b e i n g 
p r i v a t e l y owned. Car 13, ex Cape Race, Cape L i a r d and 
R i v e r L i a r d , came t o the Upper Canada R a i l w a y S o c i e t y 
i n A p r i l a t the c o n c l u s i o n o f a 40-year c a r e e r w i t h 
C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c t h a t took i t over Company l i n e s from 
c o a s t t o c o a s t . 

Car 13 r e p l a c e s the a l l - w o o d Nova S c o t i a w h i c h was no 
l o n g e r o p e r a b l e w i t h o u t e x t e n s i v e r e p a i r s . Nova S c o t i a 
has been moved t o London, O n t a r i o , where the London & 
M i d d l e s e x H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y p l a n s t o p l a c e i t on p e r 
manent d i s p l a y t o g e t h e r w i t h a number of o t h e r r a i l r o a d 
a r t i f a c t s — a f i t t i n g r e t i r e m e n t f o r a f i n e c a r ! 

F o r t h e UCRS purpose — a meeting p l a c e , a lounge c a r 
f o r e x c u r s i o n s , and a c a r c a p a b l e of b e i n g h a n d l e d w i t h 
out r e s t r i c t i o n on . r e g u l a r t r a i n s — Car 13 i s i d e a l : 
I t s l o u n g e / s o l a r i u m o c c u p i e s n e a r l y h a l f of t h e c a r ' s 
l e n g t h , e n a b l i n g groups of up t o 30 t o r i d e t o g e t h e r or 
meet f o r i n f o r m a l g a t h e r i n g s ; i t s rooms p r o v i d e 'homes' 
on e x c u r s i o n s f o r such n e c e s s a r y f u n c t i o n s as the 
p u b l i c a t i o n s s a l e s desk and the p u b l i c a d d r e s s system; 
the g l a s s e d - i n s o l a r i u m a f f o r d s f i n e a l l - w e a t h e r v i e w s 
w i t h o u t the e v e r - p r e s e n t f a l l i n g - o v e r h e a r d danger i n 
h e r e n t i n crowded open p l a t f o r m s ; a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g g i v e s 
welcome r e l i e f on l o n g , hot j o u r n e y s ; and i t s a l l - s t e e l , 
r e l a t i v e l y modern c o n s t r u c t i o n w i l l r e l i e v e the Car Com
m i t t e e of many of the headaches e x p e r i e n c e d i n k e e p i n g 
the a l l - w o o d Nova S c o t i a on the r o a d . 

A t h o r o u g h d o c u m e n t ation of the c a r ' s a s s i g n m e n t s s i n c e 
1929 i s not a v a i l a b l e ; p o s s i b l y some r e a d e r s of t h i s 
b r i e f a c c o u n t may be a b l e t o c o n t r i b u t e a d d i t i o n a l i n 
f o r m a t i o n . I t i s known t h a t from the b u i l d e r ' s R i v e r 
L i a r d (as C ar 13 was then known) o p e r a t e d i n the t r a n s 
c o n t i n e n t a l p o o l u n t i l D e p r e s s i o n a u s t e r i t y f o r c e d i t s 
temporary s t o r a g e . I n I 9 4 I , w i t h many of i t s k i n , i t 
a c q u i r e d a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g , new accomodations and a new 
name, and went back t o work on the t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l 
Dominion. Cape L i a r d — and from 1947 on. Cape Race — 
o p e r a t e d f o r a s h o r t time on the M o n t r e a l - S t . John o v e r 
n i g h t , and was one of the r e g u l a r c a r s o p e r a t i n g be
tween Vancouver and C a l g a r y v i a the K e t t l e V a l l e y r o u t e . 
In 1963, f o l l o w i n g i t s c o n v e r s i o n t o B u s i n e s s Car 13, 
i t was a s s i g n e d t o the Company's s u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t Ken-
o r a , Out., where i t remained u n t i l about 1967, when i t 
was r e c a l l e d t o M o n t r e a l f o r g e n e r a l p o o l use, and l a t e r 
s t o r e d . 

Freshly interchanged from the Canadian Pa c i f i c , Car 13 poses i n 
front of the downtown ioronto skyline on A p r i l 12t!i. 

— J.A. iiSrown 

Car 13 a r r i v e d i n Toronto on A p r i l 1 2 th, 1969, and was 
moved i m m e d i a t e l y t o CN's Sp a d i n a Coach Y a r d , where Can
a d i a n N a t i o n a l c o n t r a c t e d t o p e r f o r m the few m e c h a n i c a l 
i n s p e c t i o n s t h a t were needed t o make i t roadworthy. 
S t a l w a r t s of the UCRS Car Committee i n i t i a t e d the e x t e r 
i o r r e s t o r a t i o n by f i n i s h i n g the c a r w i t h a new coat o f 
Tuscan Red and a p p r o p r i a t e R a i l r o a d Roman l e t t e r i n g . 
And on the J u l y 5 t h e x c u r s i o n , a s i m p l e ceremony near 
Washago i n a u g u r a t e d o f f i c i a l l y t he Upper Canada R a i l w a y 
S o c i e t y a s s o c i a t i o n s o f the g l e a m i n g c a r . 

The f i r s t operation of Car 13 
in i t s UCHS l i v e r y took place 
on July 5th. The inauguration 
of the car was made o f f i c i a l at 
Washago, as a bottle of bubbly 
was broken against the rear 
coupler knuckle (abovej by 
three d i s t a f f manbers of the 
Car Committee, Ann Brown, Carol 
West and Noreen Kctteirn. 

With i t s sunroom-like lounge, 
Car 13, seen here at '.-.'ashago 
(above right) and Beaverton 
(right), was predictably one of 
the train's most popular 
attractions. 

— photo above; Brian West 
ottiers; J.A. Brown 








