
F o r m e r l y B u f f a l o Creek R a i l r o a d 2 1 , 2 ? , 2 5 , 2 6 , 2 7 , 23 

A r e c e n t C.K.R, locomotivo purchase which has 
caueed c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t was the a c q u i s i t i o n i n 
19l'7 of s i x e i g h t - w h e e l s w i t c h e r s second-hand from 
t h e B u f f a l o Creek R a i l r o a d of B u f f a l o , Mew York. 
These engines r e p r e s e n t one o f the very few groups 
o f s e c o n d h a n d l o c o m o t i v e s ever purchased by the 
Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s , and are a l s o the o n l y 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s t h a t have been o b t a i n e d by the 
system s i n c e t h e end o f the war. 

These l o c o m o t i v e s comprised s i x o f th e e l e v e n 
0-8-0 s w i t c h e r s owned by the B u f f a l o Creek R.R., 
n'jmbered 20 t o JO, which were o b t a i n e d by t h a t 
road between 1914 and 1925. The B u f f a l o Creek i s a 
t e r m i n a l s w i t c h i n g company e n t i r e l y w i t h i n the 
c o n f i n e s o f the c i t y o f B u f f a l o ; i t owns a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y s i x m i l e s o f l i n e and 55 m i l e s of t r a c k e x 
t e n d i n g g e n e r a l l y from W i l l i a m S t r e e t t o Peck S l i p 
w i t h branches. The r a i l r o a d was opened i n 1871 and 
lea s e d i n 1389 t o the E r i e and the L e h i g h V a l l e y 
R a i l r o a d s , which t o g e t h e r own a l l o f the B u f f a l o 
Creek s t o c k ; g e n e r a l o f f i c e s are i n New York C i t y . 

The B u f f a l o Creek owned, i n the years p r i o r t o and 
d u r i n g the l a s t war, a f l e e t o f s i x and e i g h t -
coupled s w i t c h e r s . The f i r s t two d i e s e l s were pu r 
chased i n 1958, and w i t h t h e growing t r a f f i c i n 1940, 
two more were added. A f t e r t h e end of the war, most of the 
steam l o c o m o t i v e s were r e t i r e d from s e r v i c e as the r a i l r o a d , 
i n common w i t h many o t h e r t e r m i n a l p r o p e r t i e s , r e a l i z e d the 
economies o f d i e s e l o p e r a t i o n . The steam lo c o m o t i v e s were 
not r e p l a c e d d i r e c t l y by the d i e s e l s but were withdrawn as 
t r a f f i c slackened d u r i n g 1945-46, and were e i t h e r put i n 
dead s t o r a g e or h o l d as r e s e r v e power a t the E r i e R a i l r o a d ' s 
B u f f a l o roundhouse. Those i n s t o r a g e were seen on t h e e x c u r 
s i o n of June 2 5 , 1946, when U.C.R.S. members v i s i t e d v a r i o u s 
r a i l r o a d p r o p e r t i e s i n B u f f a l o (see News L e t t e r #9). 

The o c c a s i o n f o r numbers 21,25 and 25 t o 28 e n t e r i n g s e r v 
i c e on f o r e i g n s o i l came i n the w i n t e r o f 1946-47 when a 
s e r i o u s motive power shortage due t o heavy t r a f f i c plagued 
t h e C e n t r a l Region of t h e Canadian N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y s . To f i l l 
t h e b r e a c h , t h e C.N.R. rent e d t h e s i x aforementioned s w i t c h 
e r s from t h e B u f f a l o Creek, along w i t h road locomotives from 
t h e Lackawanna, Lehigh V a l l e y , E r i e and Wabash R a i l r o a d s . The 
B u f f a l o Creok engines wore rented i n February, 1947; a c c o r d 
i n g l y t h e y wore r e c o n d i t i o n e d and a r r i v e d a t F o r t E r i e 
( a c r o s s t h e r i v e r from B u f f a l o ) where t h e y entered s e r v i c e 
i n March. On J u l y 2 5 , 1947, t h e C.N.R. decided t o purchase 
t h e l o c o m o t i v e s o u t r i g h t . D u r i n g J u l y and August, a l l except 
§ 23 were moved t o Toronto f o r o p e r a t i o n from Mimico round
house; t h e n # 28 was brought t o Toronto on December 19th o f 
t h a t y e a r . 

---TV 

G.T.'.V. 8421 at Ba t h u r s t S t r e e t (Toronto) on August l 4 , 1948 

The C.N.R. assi g n e d them t o the Grand Trunk Western, a l 
though t h e y have never been operated on the r a i l s o f t h i s 
C.N.R. s u b s i d i a r y . They were g i v e n road nirabers 8417-8422, 
C l a s s P - 5 - j , thus f o l l o w i n g r i g h t a f t e r the l a s t 0 - 8 - 0 ' s 
purchased i n 1950. The locomotives operated f o r a c o n s i d e r 
a b l e time w i t h the " B u f f a l o Creek" name, on t h e i r t e n d e r s , 
but were g r a d u a l l y t a k e n t o S t r a t f o r d shops and g i v e n a 
thorough o v e r h a u l , from which they emerged w i t h t h e i r now 
numbers and the G.T.W. h e r a l d . # 25 was the f i r s t engine 
t o go th r o u g h , i n F e b r u a r y o f 1948, and was numbered 8 4 l 7 . 
A l i t t l e l a t e r i t was decided t o renumber the locomotives 
c o n s e c u t i v e l y w i t h the o l d B u f f a l o Creek ntmbers. thus 8417 
was changed t o 8 4 l 8 , 

I n s p i t e o f the r a t h e r w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d dates o f c o n s t r u c t 
i o n , t h e 11 B u f f a l o Creek locomotives were v e r y c l o s e l y a l i k e 
and d i f f e r e d o n l y i n minor s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ; 20 t o 22 were con
s t r u c t e d i n 1914, 25 t o 25 i n 1916 and 26 t o 50 f o l l o w e d i n 
1925. The l a s t group was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r t h e Rock I s l a n d , 
but were s o l d from t h e b u i l d e r s t o th e B u f f a l o Creek; a l l were 
from t h e Brooks Works o f t h e American Locomotive Company, 
S e v e r a l a l t e r a t i o n s have been made a t S t r a t f o r d which g i v e 
the locomotives a r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t appearance, making them 
loo k more l i k e members o f the Canadian N a t i o n a l f a m i l y . These 
i n c l u d e d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n o f the b e l l , t u r b o - g e n e r a t o r , head

l i g h t , new,footboards, p i l o t beam and c y l i n d e r 
heads, and a p p l i c a t i o n o f runn i n g board s t e p s , 
among o t h e r t h i n g s . 

/ 

At the p r e s e n t time t h e y c a r r y standard C.N.R. 
numberplates under t h e h e a d l i g h t , but metal bars 
are b o l t e d over t h e words "Canadian N a t i o n a l " , 

The r e n u n b e r i n g and date r e l e a s e d by S t r a t f o r d 
shops i s shown below f o r each l o c o m o t i v e i 
B.C.R.R. Nos. a.T.W. Nos. Date Out o f S t r a t f o r d 

21 
25 
25 
26 
27 
28 

8417 
8418 
8419 
8420 
8421 
8422 

June 2 5 , 1949 
Feb. 6 , 1948 
Mar. 24, 1949 
Aug. 2 9 , 1949 
J u l y 5 , 1948 
Nov. 1 0 , 1949 

B u f f a l o Creek 28 i n D a n f o r t h (Toronto) yard on A p r i l 17, 1943 (A - I n d i c a t e s date approximate) 
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S u l l e t i n Number 25 

November, 1949 

P u b l i s h e d by UPPER CANADA RAILWAY SOCIETY 

Box 122, T e r m i n o l A, To r o n t o , O n t a r i o 


