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POOL TRAINS 
A PICTORIAL STUDY OF THE TORONTO-MONTREAL AND 

TORONTO-OTTAWA POOLED PASSENGER TRAIN SERVICES 

Canadian N a t i o n a l Ra i lways 6222 (4 -8 -4 ) h a u l i n g Poo l 8 near To ronto , Sept . 23, 1953. 

Very soon a f t e r the onset o f the Great Depres 
s i o n o f 1929, t r a f f i c on the ra i lways o f Canada, both 
passenger and freight, began an a larming d e c l i n e which 
was so se r ious as to demand immediate and r a d i c a l 
changes i n e x i s t i n g ope ra t i ons , w i th two purposes i n 
view: f i r s t , to reduce ope ra t ing expenses and second, 
to a t t r a c t new t r a f f i c or at l e a s t to h a l t the c a t a s 
t r o p h i c drop i n earn ings . The second of the two a l 
t e r n a t i v e s was t r i e d f i r s t by managements t r a ined i n 
the f i e r c e l y compet i t i ve t r a d i t i o n o f r a i lway com
pan i e s . Khen t h i s f a i l e d , many changes were made i n 
every aspect o f ra i lway ope ra t i ons , w i th the i n t e n 
t i o n o f r educ ing expenses to the lowest pos s i b l e l e 
v e l . Perhaps the most i n t e r e s t i n g development i n pas
senger opera t ions was the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the poo l i ng 
agreement between the Canadian P a c i f i c and Canadian 
Nat iona l Rai lways cover ing passenger s e r v i c e between 
Toronto and Ottawa, and Toronto and Mont rea l . Before 
examining t h i s development i n d e t a i l , however, we 
must take note of the s e r v i c e s p r e v i o u s l y o f fe red on 
t h i s route . 

In 1928 and 1929 both ra i lways had s i m i l a r t ime 
t a b l e s , w i th no t r a i n s scheduled f a s t e r than 7 hours 
40 minutes f o r 335 (approx.) m i l e s . Bach l i n e opera 
ted a morning t r a i n on a moderately fast schedule , a 
midday t r a i n on the ftistest schedule , and two or three 
overnight t r a i n s on schedules d i c t a t e d then , as now, 
by convenience o f a r r i v a l and departure t imes . I n 
a d d i t i o n , each ra i lway had at l e a s t one d a i l y l o c a l 

t r a i n which stopped at a l l s t a t i o n s , p rov id ing the 
s e r v i c e now expected o f h i ^ w a y buses. These l o c a l 
t r a i n s were e a r l y c a s u a l t i e s of depress ion cond i t i ona 
S e r v i c e s to and from Ottawa were s i m i l a r , a l t h o u ^ 
fewer overn ight t r a i n s were scheduled . The O.P.R. r an 
over the r o u t i n g s t i l l used ( v i a B e d e l l ) , and the C. 
N.R. used the former Canadian Northern main l i n e from 
Napanee through Smiths F a l l s to Ottawa. Th i s r a the r 
c h e a p l y - b u i l t and meandering t r a ck i s not adapted for 
f a s t schedules , and the f a s t e s t time shown for i t s 
111.9 mi l e s was 3-̂  hours . Th i s placed the C.N.R. at a 
disadvantage i n competing for Ottawa bus iness . 

GENESIS 

Vi'ith the onset of the Depress ion , passenger 
t r a f f i c began to d imin i sh almost immediately, and by 
the beginning of 1931 the C.N.R. was c a r ry ing only 
55p o f the passengers i t had c a r r i e d eight years p r e 
v i o u s l y , while the C .P .R. f i gu r e was 65fo. Before t h i s 
t ime, however, the C.N.R. had seen the handwrit ing on 
the w a l l , and had taken d e c i s i v e a c t i o n . E f f e c t i v e 
A p r i l 27, 1930, the midday fast t r a i n was dropped and 
rep laced by a new t r a i n l e av ing Montreal at 3.00 P.M. 
(from Toronto 4.00 P.M.) and running on a d r a s t i c a l l y 
speeded-up schedule of 6 hours . Th i s represented a 
sav ing of 1 hour 40 minutes and must be one of the 
most spec tacu l a r a c c e l e r a t i o n s on r e c o r d . The 14 
in te rmedia te stops were reduced to four ( B r o o k v i l l e , 
K ings ton , B e l l e v i l l e and Oshawa), and the 321 mi les 



between Danforth and Laohine bad to b * covered In 
about 303 minutes. The maintenance of t h i s f a s t sched 
u l e was entrusted to 6000 -c lass Mountain-type engines. 

Caught at a temporary d isadvantage, the C .P .R. 
r e p l i e d i n A p r i l 1931 w i t h a t iming of 6 i hours over 
i t s Lake Shore l i n e through B e l l e v i l l e . Th i s r e p r e 
sented a more d i f f i c u l t e f f o r t than the competing s i x 
hour t im ing , as the C .P .R. i s handicapped by 183.5 
mi les of s ing l e t r ack between Ag incourt and G len Tay, 
and a t o t a l d i s t ance 6.5 mi l e s l onge r . To oompensate 
f o r t h i s , the 124 mi les between Montrea l West and 
Smiths F a l l s , a l l double t r a c k , were scheduled i n 108 
minutes , b r i e f l y the f a s t e s t schedule i n the wor ld ; 
the Great V/estern Railway was forced to a c ce l e r a t e 
i t s "Cheltenham F l y e r " i n order to r e g a i n the c h e r 
i shed t i t l e . H-1 c l a s s Hudsons were used on these 
t r a i n s . 

Spec tacu l a r as these a c c e l e r a t i o n s were, the 
p o s i t i o n o f the ra i lway companies was d a i l y worsening. 
Acco rd ing l y a Royal Gonmission on Railways and T r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n was created i n 1931 to i n q u i r e i n to the 
s i t u a t i o n and r epo r t on poss i b l e methods o f improving 
the companies ' f i n a n c i a l c o n d i t i o n . Many suggest ions 
were cons idered . The Canadian P a c i f i c suggested that 
many thousands of mi les of t r ack could be abandoned 
i f operat ions o f both r a i lways were concent ra ted , 
wherever p o s s i b l e , on the same t r a c k s , r egard less of 
t h e i r ownership. The Canadian Nat iona l proposa l was 
l e s s d r a s t i c , suggest ing c o - o p e r a t i o n instead o f com
p e t i t i o n , and c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f f a c i l i t i e s wherever 
p o s s i b l e . Out r i ght amalgamation o f the two ra i lways 
was a l so suggested, as was a proposa l that the C.N.R. 
should be l eased to the C.P .R. f o r ope r a t i on . 

The f i n a l r epo r t o f the Commission, made ea r l y 
i n 1932, made no r a d i c a l recommendations and l e f t the 
ba s i c i d e n t i t i e s of the ra i lways una l t e r ed . However, 
an agreement was reached for c o - o r d i n a t i o n i n the 
schedu l ing of o v e r n i ^ t Toronto -Montrea l t r a i n s . Th i s 
produced an inmediate r educ t i on i n the number of 
t r a i n s operated, e f f e c t i v e i n the winter o f 1932, and 
can probably be regarded as the f i r s t step towards 
p o o l i n g . 

THE POOL AGREEMENT 

The idea o f poo l ing was not a new one, but i t 
had not been effected on a l a rge s c a l e u h t i l an agree 
ment was made i n 1925 between the Northern P a c i f l o , 
Union P a c i f i c and Great Northern Ra i l roads f o r p o o l 
i ng between P o r t l a n d , Ore. and S e a t t l e , Wash. Sho r t l y 

t h e r e a f t e r anolhar agreement was made between the Nor 
the rn P a c i f i c , Great Northern and Soo L ine f o r p o o l 
i ng i n the Duluth - Minneapo l i s / S t . P a u l t e r r i t o r y . 
These agreements formed the p a t t e r n for the f i r s t 
Canadian experiment i n p o o l i n g . 

Th i s was announced i n a j o i n t message by S i r E d 
ward Bea t ty f o r the C .P .R. and S . J . Hungerford for 
the C .N .R . , as f o l l ows : "The Canadian P a c i f i c and Ca
nad ian N a t i o na l Railways have agreed i n p r i n c i p l e to 
the p o o l i n g o f compet i t i ve passenger s e r v i ce s wher
ever p r a c t i c a b l e . De t a i l ed arrangements f o r making 
the poo l e f f e c t i v e , east and west, w i l l take some 
t ime to complete. But , i n order to e f f e c t immediate 
economies, the two caapanies have arranged for a p a r 
t i a l poo l ing o f passenger s e r v i c e s between M o n t r e a l -
Toronto , and the poo l ing o f a l l passenger s e r v i c e 
Ottawa-Toronto, these conso l i d a t i ons to be e f f e c t i v e 
Sunday, A p r i l 2 (1933). An economy of we l l over 
$500,000 a year w i l l r e s u l t from these i n i t i a l d e 
velopments i n the poo l ing arrangements." 

As Ind icated i n t h i s statement, f u r the r i i t roduo-
t i o n o f poo l ing arrangements was contemplated, but 
apart from adding Montreal-Quebec s e rv i ce s to the 
o r i g i n a l agreement a yea r l a t e r , t h i s was never under 
taken. 

POOLED SERVICES 

The e f f e c t o f t h i s announcement was that ove r 
n ight t r a i n s remained una l te red but were operated as 
poo l t r a i n s ; of the day t r a i n s , only the f as t a f t e r 
noon t r a i n was poo led , other t r a i n s remaining una f 
f e c t e d . Under the pool ing arrangements, t i c k e t s of 
both ra i lways a re honoured f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the 
same t r a i n , the earnings being placed i n a common 
po"ol and d i v i d ed between the ra i lways by agreement. 
Canadian P a c i f i c t i c k e t s are sold only to those towns 
p r ev i ous l y served by t h e i r t r a i n s : I . e . . C . P . R . t i c k 
ets a r e v a l i d i n pool t r a i n s on C.N.R. l i n e s between 
s t a t i ons Montrea l to Vaud reu l l and B e l l e v i l l e to T o -
t on to . In a d d i t i o n , C .P .R. t i c k e t s from ferlher a f i e l d 
a re honoured i n pool t r a i n s on C.N.R. l i n e s to P r e s -
c o t t , B r o o k v i l l e and K ings ton , which are served by 
C .P .R . branches. 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the pool t r a i n s caused the 
demise of fast C.N.R. s e r v i c e Napanee-Ottawa. The 6 -
hour C.N.R. t iming was a l s o d i s con t inued , with the 
new poo l t r a i n s operat ing to a 6 i - h o u r schedule w i th 
a d d i t i o n a l s tops . O r i g i n a l l y Poo l 15 departed from 
C.P .R. Windsor S t a t i o n i n Montrea l , whi le Pool 6 a r -



Canadian N a t i o n a l Ra i lways 5702 (4 -6 -4 ) w i th Poo l 15 at Westmount, Que. , Sept . 4, 1938. 
Note unusual smoke d e f l e c t o r . 

r i v e d at Bonaventure S t a t i o n (G .N .K . ) . Both t r a i n s 
now use Windsor S t a t i o n , c r o s s i n g to C .P .R . l i n e s at 
D o r v a l . 

The c o n s i s t o f the f i r s t pool t r a i n s i s of c o n 
s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t : Poo l 15 was hauled by C.N.R. Hud
son 5704 and comprised C.N. baggage-express oar, C.N. 
coach, C P . coach, C.N. d i n e r , Pul lman "Winnipeg" , 
C P . s leeper " P o n t i a o " , C N . par lour oars " A i n s l i e " 
and " P a t r i c i a " , and C N . so lar ium- lounge car " T e m i s -
couata " . At B r o o k v i l l e C P . so lar ium- lounge oar " A n 
t i g u a " was added from Ottawa. Pool 6 was hauled by 
C.N. 5701 w i t h a s i m i l a r consis l^ the named cars being 
" L i l l o o e t " , " L a k e i s l e " , "Man i toba " , T T r i n i d a d " ( for 
Ottawa) and C N . s l eeper "Winona" added for a t ou r ing 
hookey team. ( I t i s worthy of note that the C P . s o 
l a r ium- lounge was rejaaced a f t e r a few days by a s t a n 
dard pa r l ou r car with g rea te r seat ing c a p a c i t y . The 
f a c t that on ly two coaches were s u f f i c i e n t for a Sun 
day a f ternoon t r a i n i s a s i g n i f i c a n t i n d i c a t i o n of 
the e f f e c t s of the Depress ion on passenger t r a v e l . ) 

One year l a t e r , March 1934, the remaining Toronto 
-Montrea l t r a i n s were added to the pool agreement, 
and the s e r v i c e assumed s u b s t a n t i a l l y the aspect i t 
bears today. Toronto -Montrea l day pool t r a i n s are 
hauled by C.N.R. locomotives and have C.N.R. crews. 
The cons i s t i s most ly C N . equipment, though there Is 
usua l l y at l eas t one C.P. par lour c a r . The B r o c k v i l l e -
Ottawa connect ion i s almost e n t i r e l y made up o f C .P . 
equipment, w i th par lour cars and a C N . d ine r being 
switched from the Montrea l t r a i n at B r o o k v i l l e . 
Coach passengers must change t r a i n s except a t week
ends and other per iods of heavy t r a v e l , when one com
p l e t e s e c t i o n o f Poo l 6 operates through to Ottawa. 
The c o n s i s t of t h i s s e c t i o n i s predominantly C P . 
equipment, w i th C N . d ine r and baggage ca r . S i m i l a r 
arrangements p r e v a i l i n the reverse d i r e c t i o n . Con-
neorions for the morning pool t r a i n s 5 and 14 are now 
provided by Budd RDC cars between B rookv i l l e -O t t awa , 
and there i s no par lour or d i n i n g s e r v i c e . 

W O R L D WAR H 

'World War I I s t r a ined a l l Canada's main ra i lway 
l i n e s to the utmost, but none more severe ly than the 
Toronto -Montrea l l i n e s . - A f t e r almost t en years of 
scr imping and c u t t i n g and reduct ions i n s e r v i c e s , the 
ra i lways were suddenly presented w i th a demand for 
immediate expansion o f f a c i l i t i e s and increases i n 
s e r v i c e . Thajr did t h e i r best to cope wi th the demand 
and accomplished more than might have been thought 
p o s s i b l e . Schedules of the day t r a i n s were l eng then 
ed by 15 minutes, and opera t ion i n as many as s i x 
sec t ions was requi red at busy t imes . Delays were com
mon, due to l a rge numbers of passengers, congested 
t e r m i n a l s , and the nece s s i t y of r e q u i r i n g engines to 
haul t r a i n s far i n excess of t h e i r designed c apac i t y . 
(For i n s t ance , 5700-ol8ss Hudsons 7/ere commoiay a s 
signed to t r a i n s of 12 oars , and as many as 15 have 
been recorded . Larger engines, which have a winter 
l i m i t of 12 c a r s , hauled t r a i n s of 18 cars or more.) 
In f a c t , passengers were sometimes u n c e r t a i n not only 
o f when t h e i r t r a i n would a r r i v e , hut even by what 
route i t would operate: Ottawa-Toronto s l eeper passen
gers on C .P . poo l 33 and 54 were warned that t h e i r 
cars might he attached to C .P . poo l 21 and 22 between 
Toronto and Smiths F a l l s , which meant that they would 
t r a v e l v i a B e l l e v i l l e ins tead of v i a Peterborough. 
Minor inconveniences of t h i s v a r i e t y were borne by 
the passengers -with no more than the usua l amount 
o f compla in ing . Indeed, an element of cunning was 
i n j e c t ed i n to t r a i n t r a v e l f o r standing passengers. 
I f no seats were a v a i l a b l e , the object of the game 
was to stand at the seat of sbmeone who could be ex
pected to leave the t r a i n at the next s t a t i o n . The 
more seasoned t r a v e l l e r s soon memorized the s t a t i o n 
numbers used by the conductor i n marking the d e s t i n a 
t i o n on the "hat check" at every seat , thus ga in ing 
an advantage over t r a v e l l e i s o f the d u l l e r s o r t . Pos 
s i b l y the greatest I r r i t a n t o f wartime t r a v e l was d i 
ning ca r congest ion , about which l i t t l e could be done. 





In due course the war was won, and l i f e returned 
to somewhere near normal. T r a f f i c on the ra i lways , 
however, continued at a very high l e v e l fo r some time 
and i t was not u n t i l A p r i l 1947 that any s i g n i f i c a n t 
change was made i n the pool s e r v i c e . At that time 
the schedule of 6/15 was out from 6f to 6 i hours, and 
that of 5 reduced by 20 minutes. In A p r i l 1949, a new 
summer-only morning pool t r a i n . No. 8, was added, 
l e av ing Toronto at 9.15 and a r r i v i n g at Montreal at 
4.20. Th i s helped to remove some o f the resentment at 
the comparatively l e t h a r g i c schedule of Pool 14 vjhioh 
i s d i c t a t e d more by the n e c e s s i t i e s of express s h i p 
ment than by passenger convenience. In A p r i l 1950 
t h i s t r a i n was again operated, i n both d i r e c t i o n s , 
end i s now a regular feature of the summer t imetab le . 
I t i s a lso operated, on a s l i g h t l y slower schedule 
during winter h o l i d a y per iods . 

The l a s t change i n the t imetable occurred i n 
A p r i l 1957, when the leav ing time of Pool 6 was chan
ged to 4.15, and that of Pool 14 to 9.55, thus g i v ing 
up t r a d i t i o n a l departure times In e f fect for near ly 
25 years . No a c c e l e r a t i o n has resu l ted from the sub
s t i t u t i o n o f d i e s e l power, but fewer and longer s e c 
t i ons are now operated at times of heavy t r a f f i c , 
with t r a i n s up to 24 cars . These t r a in s f a r exceed 
the l ength of s t a t i o n plat forms, and i t i s necessary 
to "draw up" and stop t7Jioe at almost every s t a t i o n 
on such occas ions . 

On the l i n e s on w 
pool agreement, no 1 
provided. The l a s t d 
the C.P.R. Lake Shore 
the Smiths F a l l s - T r e n t 
Only overnight t r a ins 
ger se rv ice of any kind 
Napanee-Ottawa l i n e s i 
quent mixed se rv i ce wa 

hioh serv ice T/as reduced by the 
oca l passenger se rv ice is now 
a y l i j ^ t passenger operation on 
l i n e ceased i n A p r i l 1952, when 
on mixed t r a i n was withdrawn, 
now use t h i s route. No passen-

has been provided on the C.N.R. 
noe March 1955, when the i n f r e -
s d i scont inued . 

MOTIVE POWER 

At the time of the pool agreement, C.N.R. pas
senger t ra ins were operated between Toronto-LContreal 
by 5700-c lass Hudsons and 5000-olass Mountains. The 
Hudsons with t h e i r 80" d r i v e r s were not wel l adapted 
to t r a in s o f more than 8 or 9 cars , though on many 
occasions circumstances have required them to rake 
the attempt. During the war years a wide v a r i e t y of 
engines were used as d i c t a t ed by t r a f f i c oondi t ionE. 
These were p r i n c i p a l l y Northern types, though the 
f a i t h f u l Hudsons and Mountains were frequently used. 
A f t e r the end of World War I I , the pool t r a ins became 
the personal property o f the 6200-serieB Northerns 
p a r t i c u l a r l y of numbers 6200-6234, b u i l t i n 1942-43. 
These magnificent engines were used almost e xc l u s i v e 
l y the rea f t e r , f requent ly dea l ing with loads we l l i n 
excess o f t h e i r t h e o r e t i c a l l i m i t of 14 oars (12 i n 
winter) . 

Canadian N a t i o n a l Rai lways 6400 (4-8-4) with Poo l 14 near Toronto , 
Aug. 21, 1950. 



Canadian P a c i f i c overnight pool t r a i n s were 
hauled by the two Northerns (3100-3101) b u i l t for the 
s e r v i c e , and also by heavy P a c i f i e s of the 2300 and 
2400 c l a s ses , or by unstreamlined Hudsons. The North 
erns could haul passenger t r a ins of 11 cars u n a s s i s 
ted up the MU from Toronto Union S t a t i o n to Leaside, 
while the oapaoity of the P a c i f i e s was 8 oars. Heav
i e r t r a in s were a s s i s t ed u sua l l y by 2-8-Os to Leaside 
or , i n extreme oases, to Ag incourt . The B r o o k v i l l e -
Ottawa connections were powered by l i g h t Pao i f i o s . 
Streamlined 4-4-4s were a lso used on th i s s e rv i ce at 
t imes. Owing to severe br idge weight r e s t r i c t i o n s , 
double-heading was necessary at times of heavy t r a v e l 
when a separate Ottawa s ec t i on was operated through 
to and from Toronto. The l a s t use of Pao i f i o s was 
ear ly In 1959; d i e se l s were normally used p r i o r to 

that time but when the t r a i n was too heavy for a e l n -
g le d i e s e l u n i t , two P a c i f i e s were subs t i tu ted . 

In March 1954, the Canadian P a c i f i c began to use 
d i e s e l locomotives on i t s overnight pool t r a i n s , and 
re legated the Northerns to storage . Except for a teat 
run w i th 6504-6604 on June 1, 1955, the 62 00s reigned 
supreme on the Canadian Nat ional l i n e s u n t i l e a r l y i n 
February 1957, when d i e se l s were used for a few days 
on a t r i a l b a s i s . Diesels were r egu l a r l y assigned 
s t a r t i n g on A p r i l 1, 1957, with 6214 hau l ing the l a s t 
steam-powered regu la r sec t ion of Pool 6 on March 31, 
return ing wi th Poo l 15 the fo l lowing day. Some extra 
s ec t i ons , however, were steam-powered as long as the 
steam engines were a v a i l a b l e , the l a s t such occas ion 
being i n A p r i l , 1959. 

A P P E N D I X 

In th i s sec t ion we depart somewhat from the 
usual format o f our B u l l e t i n s , to present as a matter 
of h i s t o r i c a l record , examples of the unusual and the 
unexpected which have af fected the pool se rv i ces i n 
recent years . .,e hope that i t w i l l be of i n t e r e s t i n 
demonstrating the problems that are encountered i n 
rai lway operat ion, and how they are overcome. I t 
should be borne i n mind that the engine f a i l u r e s and 
t r a i n delays mentioned below are merely a sampling 
over many years , and the vast major i ty of t r i p s are 
made without i n c i d e n t . 

The f i r s t example i s taken from the cold and 
snowy month o f February, 1943, which was so severe 
that par lour oar serv ice had to be suspended. A heavy 
snowfal l i n Dastern Ontario and Quebec, accompan
ied by a high wind and temperatures down to -22 " , 
t i e d up Toronto-Montrea l serv ices almost completely. 
The l a s t t r a i n to a r r i v e r e l a t i v e l y normally was a 
s e c t i o n * of Pool 5 of Feb. 15th, (5592 with 8 cars) 
which a r r ived Toronto 34 minutes l a t e , being the l a s t 
arrival from the east f4r almost 48 hours. Daybreak of 
Feb. :6«i found Foo l 6, which l e f t Toronto at 4.00 P.M. 
on Feb, 14th, stuck i n the snow at Cornwal l . 1st 14 of 
Feb. 15th l e f t Toronto 2f hours l a t e , and was held 
for vary ing periods at Kingston, Gananoque J o t . and 
Lansdowne, and by daybreak of Feb. 16th was stuck i n 
snow east o f B r o c k v i l l e . 2nd 14 l e f t Toronto 3 hours 
l a t e and was held up at Gananoque Jet. for many hours. 
Pool 15 of Feb. 15th, and Pool 5 o f Feb. 16th, were 
cance l l ed . 

The overnight t r a i n s fared no b e t t e r . No. 19 o f 
Feb. 14th was held up by snow east of Cornwal l , and 
desp i te the ass i s tance of two Mikados from Coteau, 
became s t a l l e d i n the snow at Cedars when the t r a i n 
engine ran short of water and had to dump i t s f i r e . 
1st 16 of Feb 15th became stuck at Cornwal l , and 2nd 16 
was held at V/ales. No. 17 o f Feb, 15th l e f t Montreal 
at 2.11 A.M. on Feb. 16th behind two Northerns (6228-
6216) but became stuck i n the snow notwithstanding. 
No. 18 of Feb. 15th was stopped at B a i n e s v i l l e , while 
Nos. 19 and 20 were cance l l ed . The blocked l i n e s were 
c leared by morning of Feb. 16th. 

Canadian P a c i f i c t ra ins were not cance l l ed , but 
operated i n convoy wi th snowplows. Pool 21 o f Feb. 
14th a r r i ved Toronto 8 hours l a t e , while Pool 33 from 
Ottawa was 13 hours l a t e . Poss ib ly the most unusual 
feature of the s i t u a t i o n was the order of a r r i v a l at 
Ottawa of the overnight t r a ins of the 14th. The Ot 
tawa sec t i on o f Pool 6 a r r i ved at 6.20 P.M. on the 
15th, 20 hours 20 minutes l a t e , operating as usual by 
Smiths F a l l s and Car le ton Place (the food supp l ies of 
the bu f f e t -pa r l our oar being exhausted, passengers 
purchased food from a small s to re i n S t l t t v i l l e ) ; 
however 2nd 34, operating v i a B e d e l l , a r r i v ed at 5.00 
P.a, only 9^ hours l a t e , while 1st 34 a r r i ved 45 min
utes l a t e r . Such are the fortunes of b l i z z a r d t r a v e l : 
the three t r a in s a r r i ved i n the reverse order of 
t h e i r departure. 

*made up at B e l l e v i l l e 

Probably the e a r l i e s t use o f d i ese l s on these 
t r a i n s was on May 4, 1953, when 6232 was d isab led 
by a cracked s ide rod bushing, and was replaced on 
T r a i n 6 by d i e s e l s . A s i m i l a r s u b s t i t u t i o n occurred 
on T r a i n 15 on J u l y 20, 1956, when 6230 was disabled. 

On Jan . 29, 1954, 6240 was d isab led at Cornwall , 
and 2nd 6 was taken to Montreal by 2-8-0 2524, which 
managed to keep w i th in 20 minutes of the scheduled 
t r a v e l t ime; while on Dec. 12, 1955, 6215 was a lso 
d isab led at Cornwall and No. 6 was taken over by 
2-8-2 3502; and on Deo. 21, 1955, 6234 ran short of 
coa l for var ious reasons at Montreal West, and the 
t r a i n a r r i ved at Windsor S t a t i o n behind C.P. d i e s e l 
switcher 7056. 

On Feb. 4, 1956, a comedy of e r rors and minor 
engine f a i l u r e s meant that four engines were r e q u i 
r ed , one a f t e r the other , to take Pool 15 to Toronto, 
whidh was reached 3 hours 30 minutes l a t e , and on 
Dec. 9, 1956, the l e f t main crank p i n o f 6252 broke 
near Newcastle while hau l ing Pool 15 at high speed; 
before the t r a i n could be stopped the engine was en 
t i r e l y d isab led a i ^ the t rack so badly to rn up that 
i t had to be r e l a i d before the t r a i n could be pu l led 
away from the damaged engine. The second s ec t i on 
took most of the passengers on to Toronto , while the 
d isab led s e c t i on f i n a l l y a r r i ved 5j hours l a t e . 
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