
Canada's Railway Magazine since 1945 

AUGUST 1997 



AUGUST 1997 
NUMBER 566 

PUBLISHED BY 
Upper Canada Railway Society 

P.O. Box 122, Station A 
Toronto, Ontario M5W IA2 

www.btinternet.com/~ucrs 

ISSN I 193-7971 

Features this month 
SPADINA STREETCAR RETURNS 4 
• After 49 years, streetcars are back on Spadina. 
RUSTY RAILFANNING TO THE BRUCE 8 
• A day of exploration witfi Ftalpfi Beaumont. 
TRAINS BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE .. 10 
• St. Henri and Ste. Cunegonde. 
CANADIAN FACIFICS NEW IMAGE 12 

Research and Reviews 
RAILWAY ARCHAEOLOGY 13 
• Ftecycled station houses on the Bay of Quinte. 
• "Memory Junction" in Brighton. 
• ftestoration of the Caledonia station. 
• A 1963 derailment in New Brunswick. 
• Reflections on the history of railway and transit 

historical writing, and on the future. 

Transcontinental 
THERAFIDO 16 
• StL&H and CN short-line sales. 
THE PANORAMA 18 
• Derailment of the Canadian in Saskatchewan. 
IN TRANSIT 19 
MOTIVE POWER 21 
THE TRAIN SPOTTERS 22 

Your views on Roi7 and Transit 
You may recall that on the back of the 
membership renewal form for 1997, we 
asked some questions about the form and 
content of Rail and Tiansic. The questions 
were intentionally difficult, because we 
wanted to know what aspects of the maga­
zine are most important to you. We appreci­
ate ail of your responses. Some of you made 
additional comments beyond the narrow lim­
its of the trade-off questions, and we thank 
you for those, too. A number of people wrote 
that they like Rail and V-ansic as it is, and we 
thank you for your vote of confidence. 

Here is a brief summary of the proportion 
of responses on each side of each question. 

Would you prefer... 
... to pay more for more photos (87 percent of 

tiie responses took this view) ... or have 
fewer photos and pay less? (13 percent took 
this view) Response rate: In all, 41 percent of 
tlie members wlio renewed liad a view on 
this issue. 

... to pay more for more pages (88%) ... or have 
fewer pages or pay less? (12%) Response; 
39%. 

... to pay more for a higher printing qualUy 
(66%) ... or have a lower quality and pay 
less? (34%) Response; 29%. 

...fewer pages but a higher printing quality 
(46%) ... or have a lower quality and more 
pages? (54%) Response; 22%. 

... fewer pages but improved timeliness (58%) ... 
or have worse timeliness and more pages? 
(42%) Response; 26%. 

...fewer issues each year but a higher printing 
quality (51%) ... or hove more issues and a 
lower quality? (49%) Response; 23%. 

... fewer issues each year but intproved timeliness 
(69%) ... or have more issues but worse time­
liness? (31%) Response; 27%. 

... more raiiivciy content and less transit content 

(73%) ... or more transit content and less 
railwcry concent? (27%) Response; 40%. 

... more modern concent and less historical con­
tent (58%) ... or more historical content and 
less modern content? (42%) Response; 32%. 

... more Ontario coverage and less national cover­
age (57%) ... or more national coverage and 
less Ontario coverage? (43%) Response; 32%. 

... more neivs nnd fewer articles (74%) ... or 
more articles and las news? (26%) Response; 
29%. 

Some of these proportions are about as we 
expected. For example, the railway-transit 
split is about the same as it has always been, 
and so there will be no drastic change on 
that front in tiie contents of Rail and Transit. 

Your views on all of these matters will help 
us to make decisions in future. 

U C R S excursions and meetings 
Friday, October 17 - Regular monthly meet­
ing in Toronto, at 7;30 p.m. Meetings are 
held on the third floor at Metro Hail, on King 
Street at John Street, just west of St. Andrew 
subway station and a short walk from Union 
Station. 

Friday, October 24 - Regular monthly meet­
ing in Hamilton, at 8;00 p.m. Meetings are 
held at the Hamilton Spectator auditorium, 
44 Frid Street, just off Main Street at High­
way 403. Each meeting features recent news 
and members' current and historical slides. 

Saturday, October 25 - Forest City Railway 
Society's second annual fail slide and trade 
day 11;00 a.m. to 5;00 p.m., at Room B1071 
of Fanshawe College, at 1460 Oxford Street 
East in London. 

Saturday, November 15 - San Diego Trolley 
charter, to rider the new Mission Valley line. 
Tickets are $40 (U.S.). To order tickets or for 
more information, write to San Diego Elec­

tric Railway Association/UC, E O. Box 
89068, San Diego, California, U.S.A. 92138-
9068, and enclose a large self-addressed 
stamped envelope. 

Friday, November 21 - Toronto meeting at 
Metro Hail, 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, November 28 - Hamilton meeting at 
the Spectator auditorium, 8;00 p.m. 

Cove r photos 
On the front covei; a southbound streetcar 
on the new Spadina line in Toronto rounds 
the west side of Spadina Circle. Operation on 
the new line began early in the morning of 
July 27, and several UCRS members were 
there to ride the first trip. Our feature article 
on the TTC's 510-Spadina streetcar line be­
gins on Page 4 of this issue. 

The upper photo on the back cover 
shows Canadian Pacific's new crest and let­
tering scheme on AC4400CW 9581. Bob San­
dusky was there at the ceremonial unveiling 
at Odgen Shops in Calgary to take this photo 
on September 14. More of his photos are on 
Page 12 of this issue. 

The lower photo on the back cover 
shows the Central Western Railway in more 
prosperous days. On Page 18, you'll read 
about the gradual closure of the CWRL that 
is underway, even as RaiLink Investments, 
the acquisition arm of the CWRL, is expand­
ing into Ontario and other parts of Alberta. 
This photo, by John Cartel; is of Central 
Western Rail Services (later Alberta Prairie 
Steam Tours) No. 9 at Camrose, Alberta, on 
September 30, 1989. The passenger train was 
in the siding awaiting loading, and while 
cooling its heels was scooped by a south­
bound CN freight led by GP9 4003. 

This issue completed on September 29, 1997 
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• • ^ On Saturday August 2, filming for a 
new commercial for Home Hardware took 
place on the Dundas Subdivision in the vicin­
ity of the old Dundas station, occupying the 
north track for a good chunk of the day. 
Johan Wigt came across this quite by acci­
dent while walking the Bruce Train, which 
goes right through the old station area. 
Dozens and dozens of people were involved: 
CN people to control the traffic, film crews, 
lots of "passengers," and caterers. Tents and 
tables provided the feast of food they were 
into, so Johan only got "who-the-heck-is-
that" glances as he passed by. In mid-
afternoon they ran the train to Bayview to 
turn it, shot some film in that area, then ran 
back up to Dundas, facing west. 

The short train for the commercial was 
made up of especially-painted VIA F40PH-2 
6429, Butler Manor, Alexandra, and Stralh-

cona Park. 

The upper photo was taken at the Syden­
ham bridge, and the lower photo was taken 
at the old Dundas station. Both photos are by 
Johan Wigt. 

"Home Hardware" 6429 has continued in 
service on regular VIA trains, still in its bright 
yellow paint, through August and September. 

^f^J The leased locomotive scene on the 
CPR this year has included a wide variety of 
second-liand GM locomotives from leasing 
companies, and both GMs and GEs from 
Norfolk Southern. 

To the right, NS C30-7 8031 and SD40 
1584 are coupled into the string of five units 
pulling a transfer run at Keith Yard, just west 
of Calgary, on March 16. 

Frequently leasers have rather scrappy 
paint schemes, but Helm's maroon and blue 
scheme shows well. Below, GP40 HLCX 4301 
was at Sunalta on March 9. 

Both photos are by Bob Sandusky 

„ .Mrh. . 
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S P A D I N A S T R E E T C A R R E T U R N S A F T E R 4 9 Y E A R S 

BY SCOTT HASKILL 
Stree tcar serv ice r e t u r n e d to the l eng th o f Toronto 's 
S p a d i n a A v e n u e o n Sunday , J u l y 2 7 , 1997 , w h e n the 
n e w 5 1 0 - S p a d i n a streetcar l i n e began ope ra t ing , r ep lac ­
i n g the 7 7 - S p a d i n a bus route a n d i n c o r p o r a t i n g the 
5 1 0 - H a r b o u r f f o n t streetcar l i n e . The n e w route was 
i n a u g u r a t e d w i t h cons ide rab l e c i v i c fanfare, as bef i ts the 
r ep l a c em e n t o f one o f the T T C ' s busiest a n d most fre­
q u e n t bus routes w i t h a $ 1 0 5 - m i l l i o n streetcar route . 
T h e n e w l i n e , f r o m its i n c e p t i o n , became the most-
f requent i n the T T C ' s sys tem o f 10 streetcar routes . 

T h e o p e n i n g o f the n e w route comple tes a process 
that t ook a m o r e t h a n a d o z e n years , o f w h i c h o n l y the 
last th ree i n v o l v e d the ac tua l c ons t ruc t i on . The re w e r e 
proposa l s t o rep lace buses w i t h streetcars o n S p a d i n a 
f r o m the e a r l y 1970s , bu t the present route h a d its 
b e g i n n i n g s i n 1985 , w h e n a T I C repor t p roposed street­
cars b e t w e e n S p a d i n a S t a t i on ( on the B l o o r subway l ine ) 
a n d U n i o n S t a t i on ( on the Yonge -Un i ve r s i t y subway ) , 
o p e r a t i n g v i a S p a d i n a A v e n u e , Queens Quay, a n d B a y 
Street . A p p r o v a l was soon r ece i ved for the Ha rbour f r on t 
p o r t i o n o f the rou te , o n Q u e e n s Q u a y a n d i n a t u n n e l 
u n d e r B a y Stree t ; th is sec t ion was cons t ruc ted i n the late 
1980s a n d o p e n e d o n J u n e 24 , 1990 . 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
T h e p roposa l for streetcars o n S p a d i n a met w i t h cons id ­
e rab le c o m m u n i t y oppos i t i on , a n d became subject to a 
l o n g process o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l assessment hear ings , pub ­
l i c mee t ings , a n d consu l t an t s ' r epor t s . M u c h o f the 
c o m m u n i t y d i s a p p r o v a l o f the route was d i r ec t ed at 
assoc ia ted proposa ls t o w i d e n the r o a d w a y o n S p a d i n a , 
a n d not spec i f i ca l l y at the T T C ' s p roposa l for streetcar 
ope ra t i on . 

T h e T T C d i d no t he l p i ts cause b y re f e r r ing to the 
project as the S p a d i n a " LRT , " g m n g the project a more 
f o r m i d a b l e , h i gh - t e ch image that c l a shed w i t h l o ca l 
w i shes for peop l e -o r i en ted t rans i t . The n a m e also c o n ­
j u r e d u p i n opponen t s ' m i n d s inaccura t e v i s i ons o f the 
r e c en t l y - opened S c a r b o r o u g h RT, w i t h its e l evated c o n ­

crete r ight-of-way. The L i gh t R a i l Trans i t des i gna t i on has 
since b e e n f o r m a l l y d r o p p e d , a n d the serv ice is k n o w n 
s i m p l y as a streetcar route . 

P r o v i n c i a l a n d m u n i c i p a l a p p r o v a l was finally ga ined 
i n 1992 , bu t at the cost to the T T C o f i ts des i red 
exc lus ive r ight-o f -way; the l i n e o n S p a d i n a was no t to be 
separated f r o m o ther traf f ic b y s i x - i n c h curbs (as at 
Ha rbour f r on t ) o r b y med i ans , b u t w a s to be a m a x i m u m 
o f t w o inches above the rest o f the r o a d surface, a n d was 
to be s h a r e d w i t h a u t o m o b i l e s t u r n i n g left at 
uns i gna l i s ed in te rsec t ions at of f-peak t imes . 

TRACK AND OVERHEAD CONSTRUCTION 
Delays i n s e cu r i n g f u n d i n g m e a n t that c ons t ruc t i on d i d 
not b e g i n u n t i l 1994 , o n the sec t i on b e tween Co l l ege 
Street a n d B l o o r Street , i n c l u d i n g the ex tens ive u n d e r ­
g r o u n d l oop a n d l o a d i n g a rea at S p a d i n a S ta t i on . The 
t rack o n t lt is sec t ion , n o r t h o f S p a d i n a C i r c l e , is sepa­
ra t ed f r o m o ther r o a d traf f ic b y a t r e ed m e d i a n , the o n l y 
sec t ion o n the l i n e w h e r e th is was p e r m i t t e d . In 1995 , 
t r ack c o n s t r u c t i o n saw the o l d t r a ck b e tween Q u e e n 
Street a n d K i n g Street - s t i l l used for d i ve rs ions a n d 
shor t - turns - r ep l aced b y n e w t rack . D u r i n g th is year, 
n e w g r an d u n i o n in tersec t ions , a l l o w i n g streetcars to 
t u r n i n a l l poss ib le d i r ec t i ons , w e r e bu i l t at K i n g a n d 
Q u e e n . W o r k i n 1996 r ep laced the t rack be tween Q u e e n 
a n d Co l l ege , a n d r ebu i l t the D u n d a s a n d Co l l ege in ter ­
sect ions. 

E a c h successive years ' t r a ck w o r k made use o f a 
m o r e - r a n d o m a n d m o r e - h e a v i l y - m o u l d e d concrete sur­
face, to d i scourage o ther r o a d traf f ic as m u c h as possible 
b y r ep l i c a t i ng as c l ose l y as poss ib le the r a n d o m texture 
o f the t r a d i t i o n a l g ran i t e setts. (The stone b locks c o u l d 
not be used because o f the n e w t rack cons t ruc t i on 
m e t h o d i n w h i c h t rack anchors are cast d i r e c t l y i n t o the 
concre te base, a n d the ra i l s are s u r r o u n d e d b y rubber 
seals to reduce v ibra t i on . ) 

A final t rack project i n A p r i l a n d M a y 1997 was at 
Queens Q u a y a n d S p a d i n a , w h i c h s aw the a d d i t i o n o f 
n e w w e s t b o u n d t rack o n Q u e e n s Q u a y a n d n e w n o r t h ­
b o u n d t rack o n S p a d i n a ; these t rack sect ions h a d not 
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been ins ta l l ed i n 1989 as part o f the Ha rbour f r on t w o rk . 
The rest o f the l oop t racks f r om 1989 at th is l o ca t i on 
w e r e r ep l aced at the same t ime . O ve rhead w i r e s for the 
n e w w e s t b o u n d a n d n o r t h b o u n d t rack w i l l be ins ta l l ed 
la ter i n 1997 . 

It h a d i n i t i a l l y b e en p l a n n e d to a d d a c l o ckw ise l oop 
to the ex i s t i ng counte r - c l o ckw ise l oop at th is l o ca t i on , 
a n d the necessary spec ia l w o r k cast ings had a l r eady 
be en de l i v e r ed . The T T C dec i ded ins t ead to b u i l d a new, 
a d d i t i o n a l , sho r t - tu rn l o ca t i on at K i n g Street , b y a d d i n g 
n e w t rack o n Char lo t t e Street , one b lock east o f S p a d i n a , 
b e t w e e n Ade l a i d e a n d K i n g . Th is t rack w i l l m a k e use o f 
m a n y o f the t rack componen t s purchased for the second 
l oop at Queens Q u a y a n d S p a d i n a . C o n s t r u c t i o n o f the 
Char lo t t e Street l oop is n o w schedu l ed for m i d - 1 9 9 8 , as 
a resu l t o f de lays i n s e cur ing the necessary approva l s . 
U n t i l the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the t rack o n Char lo t t e Street , 
every second car t h r o u g h most o f the day tu rns back at 
the l oop at Q u e e n s Q u a y a n d S p a d i n a , so that service o n 
S p a d i n a A v e n u e is tw i ce as f requent as that of fered o n 
Queens Q u a y to U n i o n S ta t i on . 

O v e r h e a d i n s t a l l a t i on g ene ra l l y l agged b e h i n d the 
t r a ck w o r k , a n d the ea r l i e r - comp l e t ed t rack sect ions -
K i n g to Q u e e n , for e x a m p l e - w e r e not used f r o m 1995 
to jus t before the o p e n i n g , because the ove rhead was not 
comp l e t e . A di f ferent des i gn o f suppor t for the ove rhead 
w i r e s is b e i n g used o n S p a d i n a t h a n e l sewhere o n the 
T T C sys t em, m a k i n g use o f E u r o p e a n - d e s i g n e d a n d 
-sourced componen t s , m a n y o f t h e m o r i g i n a l l y des i gned 
for t r o l l e y coach use. T h e l i n e a lso has m a n y ove rhead 
e l e c t r i ca l sec t ion breaks , so that the ove rhead be tween 
the major east-west streets c a n be i so la ted , i f r e qu i r e d 
for w o r k o r emergenc i es . T h e de lays i n the ove rhead 
p u s h e d the o p e n i n g date t o J u l y 1 9 9 7 , f r o m its ea r l i e r 
p l a n n e d M a y o r J u n e dates . 

CAR STOPS 
There are 16 stops for s ou thbound - eas tbound cars o n the 
l i n e , a n d 17 w e s t b o u n d - n o r t h b o u n d stops, no t i n c l u d i n g 
the t w o s u b w a y s tat ions . O n S p a d i n a A v e n u e itself , o n l y 
11 o f the 2 5 stops are o n the nea r s ide o f the intersec­
t i ons , w h e r e t h e y are most c onven i en t for passengers . 
T h e r e m a i n d e r are o n the far s ide , because o f the 
p r o v i s i o n o f l e f t - tu rn lanes ( t ak ing u p the po t en t i a l 
near -s ide p l a t f o r m loca t i on ) at m a n y in tersec t ions . Sepa ­
rate traf f ic s igna ls are p r o v i d e d for streetcars, a n d a 
spec ia l n e w w h i t e v e r t i c a l ba r s i gna l , d i sp l ayed concur ­
r e n t l y w i t h the r e d aspect o n the t rans i t s ignals , is used 
to s i gna l that streetcars c a n t u r n left o r r i ght in to the 
in t e r sec t ing street . Th i s s i gna l aspect is c a l l ed b y the N A 
s w i t c h t rans j )onder c o n n e c t e d t o the p o w e r e d t r a ck 
sw i tches . 

T h e stops o n S p a d i n a are m o r e subs tant ia l t h a n o ther 
T T C streetcar stops, t o g ive t rans i t a h i gher pro f i l e , a n d 
to p rov ide a bet ter w a i t i n g area for passengers . A l l stops 
are at ra i sed p la t f o rms , w i d e r a n d l onger t h a n T T C 
s tandard . Large o r n a m e n t a l shel ters are ins ta l l ed , w i t h 
a n espec ia l l y - large she l ter i n s t a l l ed at the n o r t h b o u n d 
stop at B r e m n e r B o u l e v a r d , to cater to large c rowds 
l e a v i n g the nea rby S k y D o m e . To each side o f the she l ­
ters , decora t i ve m e t a l r a i l i ngs separate the p la t fo rms 
f r o m street traf f ic a n d gu ide passengers to cross the road 
o n l y at the s i gna l i sed in t e r s ec t i on that is p r ov i d ed at 

•4 4 A n o r t h b o u n d c a r r o u n d s t h e e a s t s i d e o f S p a d i n a C i r c l e . 

T O p e n i n g c e r e m o n i e s , J u l y 2 7 , a t S u s s e x A v e n u e . 
Both photos by Ted Wickson 

I y 1 

each stop. ( M a n y o f the r a i l i ngs w e r e no t i n s t a l l e d at the 
b e g i n n i n g o f serv ice , a n d concre te h i g h w a y ba r r i e r s 
we re subst i tu ted u n t i l the ra i l i ngs w e r e ava i lab le . ) 

SPADINA STATION 
The u n d e r g r o u n d l oop at S p a d i n a S t a t i on g ives the T T C 
its t h i r d u n d e r g r o u n d streetcar l o a d i n g area , after St. 
C l a i r West S ta t i on (1978 ) a n d U n i o n S t a t i on ( 1990 ) . 
Streetcars l oad at the m e z z a n i n e l e v e l o f the s ta t i on , one 
l e v e l above the B l o o r - D a n f o r t h s u b w a y p la t f o rms , a n d 
one l e ve l b e l o w the street a n d bus l o op . T h e r esu l t is a n 
easy a n d effortless s t ree tcar -subway transfer, w i t h the 
streetcar l o a d i n g p l a t f o r m l oca t ed i m m e d i a t e l y at the 
top o f the stairs from the e a s t b o u n d B l o o r - D a n f o r t h 
p l a t f o rm . As part o f the same project , th ree e levators 
w e r e ins ta l l ed at S p a d i n a S ta t i on to m a k e the s ta t i on 
fu l l y accessible to peop le w h o are not ab le t o c l i m b 
stairs . 

The s ing le - t rack streetcar l o a d i n g p l a t f o r m c a n ac­
c o m m o d a t e t w o cars a n d the front doors o f a t h i r d ; e a r l y 
exper i ence has s h o w n that th is is somet imes inadequa te , 
e spec ia l l y w h e n there are de lays o n the l i n e . T h e u n d e r ­
g r o u n d streetcar l ines i n c l u d e a r u n - a r o u n d t rack , t o 

S p a d i n a s t r e e t c a r l i n e - S t a t i s t i c s 

Length 3.7 km (5.6 km including Harbourfront section) 

Cost of construction $105-million 

Ridership 32 OOO/doy, 10 million/year (approximate) 

Hours of service 05:00 to 02:30, 7 days a week 

Frequency of service (max) 2 min 20 s (07:30-09:00 andt4:45-19:30) 

Frequency of service (min) 15 minutes (05:00-06:15 and 01:10-02:30) 

Cars in service (max) 21 (14:45-19:30, Monday-Friday) 

Cars in service (min) 2 (05:00-06:15 and 01:10-02:30) 

Type of cars CLRV (15.4 m long, 4-axle, rton-articulated) 

Maintenance base for cars Roncesvoiles Corhouse 
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• P e t e r 
l o o p . 

W i t t c a r 2 7 6 6 , t h e f irst c a r t o u s e t h e S p a d i n a S t a t i o n 
o n a tes t r u n o n J u l y 8 . Phofo by Scoff Haskill 

W 

a l l o w cars to leave the l o a d i n g area , l o op a r o u n d , a n d 
r e t u r n to the p l a t f o rm . The r u n - a r o u n d t rack is jus t l ong 
e n o u g h to h o l d t w o cars ; W i t t car 2 7 6 6 a n d P C C car 
4 5 0 0 we re p a r k e d i n th is t r a ck before the o p e n i n g 
ceremony, w h i l e the f requent s chedu l ed serv ice w o r k e d 
past o n b o t h m a i n l ines u s i n g C L R V s . 

The ex i t r a m p , used b y s o u t h b o u n d cars l e a v ing the 
s ta t ion a n d c l i m b i n g to street l e ve l , is l onger a n d has a n 
easier grade t h a n the d o w n h i l l en t rance r a m p o r t h a n 
the r amps at H a r b o u r f r o n t at the m o u t h o f the B a y 
Street t u n n e l . The steep g rade o f the r a m p at H a r ­
bour f ron t has p roh ib i t ed the use o f A L R V s there d u r i n g 
busy events , because a s e cond c a r is no t p o w e r f u l 
e n o u g h to p u s h a d i sab l ed car u p the slope w h e n the 
rai ls are sl ippery. 

The l onger grade at S p a d i n a S ta t i on does a l l o w for 
A L R V s to be u s e d , but i n a n y event the T T C ' s fleet o f 5 2 
a r t i cu l a t ed cars is no t e n o u g h to equ ip b o t h the 5 0 1 -
Q u e e n a n d 5 1 0 - S p a d i n a routes . A t present , A L R V s con ­
t i n u e to be ass igned t o 5 0 1 - Q u e e n a n d 5 1 1 - B a t h u r s t , 
a n d C L R V s are u s e d o n 5 1 0 - S p a d i n a . 
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EARLY OPERATING PROBLEMS 
There have b e e n some p r ob l ems w i t h the n e w l ine , as 
c o u l d be expec t ed o f a n y n e w h u n d r e d - m i l l i o n - d o l l a r 
p iece o f i n f r a s t ruc tu r e . The m a n y sec t ion breaks i n the 
ove rhead are a n n o y i n g for cus tomers a n d operators , as 
the t r o l l e y po les t r ansm i t v i b r a t i o n in to the car at every 
break , a n d as the breaks are p laced such that they cause 
a j a r r i n g l u l l i n acce l e ra t i on i f a n opera tor does not 
choose a s t opp ing l o ca t i on careful ly . The sec t ion breaks 
are a lso a po t en t i a l cause o f de lays i f a car stops i n a 
dead spot. 

In the u n d e r g r o u n d l oop at S p a d i n a S ta t i on , there 
are i so la t ed o ve rhead sect ions at e a ch o f the ha l f -dozen 
r o l l i n g re t rac tab le doors . These doors are necessary to 
mee t the fire code , a n d are l oca ted one at each o f the 
t racks at the po r t a l , one at e a ch e n d o f the p l a t f o rm , a n d 
one at e a ch e n d o f the r u n - a r o u n d t rack . T h e i so la ted 
sect ions at these doors have caused at least t w o m i n o r 
fires i n the first f ew we e k s o f serv ice , as ove rhead poles 
s tuck o n the s e c t i on b r e a k , a n d sho r t ed o u t . T h e 
r u n a r o u n d t rack has b e e n out o f service for more t h a n a 
m o n t h , as r ep l a c emen t o v e rhead parts are awa i t ed for 
the o r i g ina l s , w h i c h w e r e scorched i n the first few days 
o f serv ice . 

O n the surface, there have b e e n m a n y more acc i ­
dents t h a n expec ted , a lmos t e ve ry one o f t h e m the faul t 
o f motor i s t s . T h e most c o m m o n p r o b l e m is au t omob i l e 
d r i v e r s m a k i n g a left t u r n or U - t u r n from the lef t-most 
traf f ic l ane d i r e c t l y i n t o the p a t h o f a streetcar m o v i n g i n 
the same d i r e c t i o n . T h e rate o f these acc idents , espe­
c i a l l y i n the first f ew weeks , is m a n y t imes that o n o ther 
streetcar routes . In h inds i gh t , the dec i s i on to no t have 
f u l l phys i c a l s epara t i on m a y prove to be u n w o r k a b l e , 
e spec i a l l y g i v e n the u n d i s c i p l i n e d car d r i v i n g habi ts n o w 
preva l en t i n Toronto . O n e par t i cu la r l y -unsa f e in tersec­
t i o n has been c l osed w i t h t e m p o r a r y bar r i e rs , a n d the 
T T C has b e g u n a process t o change the traf f ic by - l aws to 
p r o h i b i t cars from t u r n i n g left o r m a k i n g U - tu rns from 
the streetcar t racks except at s i gna l i s ed in te rsec t i ons . 

Par t l y because o f these p rob l ems , the l i n e has not 
o p e r a t e d as r e l i a b l y as i t s h o u l d . T h e de l ay i n the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n o f the o v e rhead o n the n e w t racks at Q u e e n s 
Q u a y a n d S p a d i n a l i m i t s f l e x i b i l i t y at th is l o ca t i on , as a l l 
n o r t h b o u n d cars - b o t h those r u n n i n g from U n i o n Star -
i o n a n d those t u r n i n g back at Q u e e n s Q u a y - mus t 
operate t h r o u g h the l oop . These p rob l ems w i l l be re­
so l ved , i n t i m e , a n d m a n y o f the t e e th ing t r oub l es 
shou ld be w o r k e d ou t th is f a l l . 

Desp i t e the ea r l y p rob l ems , the n e w route offers a n 
i m p r o v e d t rans i t t r i p , c o m p a r e d to the p rev i ous bus 
serv ice ; the C L R V s r ide e x c ep t i ona l l y smoo th l y o n the 
new, w e l l - b u i l t t r a ck ; at t imes the r ide seems faster, 
e spec i a l l y w h e n o the r r o a d traf f ic sits de l ayed i n the 
adjacent lanes . The l i n e carr i es v e r y h i g h n u m b e r s o f 
cus tomers - m o r e t h a n 30 0 0 0 each day - a n d h igh l i gh ts 
the a b i l i t y o f the T T C ' s streetcars to move m a n y cus­
t omers , a l l d ay l ong . T h e cent re o f a major avenue has 
b e e n ded i ca t ed to t rans i t passengers , a n d to streetcars, 
a n d the p l easan t s u r r o u n d i n g s - large she l ters a n d 
p la t f o rms , a n d m a n y p u b l i c art ins ta l l a t i ons a l ong the 
route - m a k e the S p a d i n a streetcar a s ign i f i cant i m -

T L o o k i n g s o u t h a t C o l l e g e S t r ee t . 
Photo by Ted Wickson 

ALMAITLAND: 
ON THE LAST CAR, AND ON THE FIRST 
U C R S m e m b e r A l l e n M a i t l a n d has a s ign i f i cant c l a i m t o fame 
r ega rd ing the S p a d i n a streetcar : he rode the last ca r o n the route o n 
October 10, 1948 , after w h i c h the l i n e was conve r t ed to bus 
ope ra t i on for the next 49 years ; a n d he rode the first t r i p o n the 
n e w rou te , o n J u l y 2 7 , 1997 , w h e n t rans i t serv ice o n S p a d i n a 
r e t u r n e d to streetcar ope ra t i on . 

M o r e t h a n just r i d i n g the last car i n 1948 , A l was the last 
passenger o n the first i n c a r n a t i o n o f the S p a d i n a streetcar. "It was 
Ca r 2 1 6 8 , i f I r e ca l l correct ly , " says AI , " a n d I b o a r d e d i t s ou thbound 
at B l o o r Street . I rode i t a l l the w a y to F l ee t Street , whe r e i t 
changed ends , a n d t h e n s tayed o n i t as i t c ame n o r t h for its last t r i p . 
The re we re three passengers o n the car, bu t the o the r t w o left b y 
B l o o r Street . I s tayed o n the car a l l the w a y to L a n s d o w n e Carhouse , 
a n d was the only, a n d last , c u s t o m e r t o r i d e . " The re was n o 
o rgan i sed last t r i p for the rou te , bu t th i s was p a r t l y due t o the late 
h o u r - a r o u n d 0 5 : 0 0 . The r e was a lso ano the r s i gn i f i cant last r u n at 
the same t ime , as the N o r t h Yonge route w a s e n d i n g i ts streetcar 
ope ra t i on to R i c h m o n d H i l l at the same t i m e . "I h a d to dec ide 
b e tween r i d i n g the last N o r t h Yonge car o r the last S p a d i n a car, as I 
cou ldn ' t do b o t h , " sa id A l . 

M a n y years later, A l is as act ive as ever i n the U C R S a n d i n l o ca l 
her i tage o rgan isa t i ons . T h e T T C w e r e t i p p e d of f to A l ' s s ign i f i cance , 
a n d made h i m a n i n v i t e d guest at the 13 :00 o f f ic ia l op en ing . Jus t 
b e ing there for the o p e n i n g w o u l d n ' t have b e e n e n o u g h for A l , 
however , a n d he made p l ans to r ide the first t r i p , jus t as he 'd been 
o n the last. "I've b e e n o n m a n y last r u n s o f streetcars i n Toronto , too 
m a n y as a mat t e r o f fact. It w i l l be great to be o n a first r u n , " A l was 
quo t ed as say ing . H e was at S p a d i n a S t a t i on at 0 2 : 3 0 to see the last 
bus leave . Less t h a n three hours la ter he was back , a n d i t was n o 
surpr ise that , as Ca r 4 1 7 8 m a d e the first n o r t h b o u n d t r i p , jus t 
before 0 5 : 0 0 o n J u l y 27 , 1997 , A l was r eady a n d w a i t i n g at Sussex 
Street . H e rode th is first t r i p to S p a d i n a S ta t i on , sou th to Queens 
Quay, n o r t h to the s ta t ion , a n d t h e n back to Sussex Street , whe r e he 
left the car. Th i s t i m e , however , he c a n come back a n d do i t aga in , 
a n y t i me . - S H 
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Rusty railfanning lines to the Bruce 

By Ralph Beaumont 

S p r i n g h a d finally come , a n d I 'd w o r k e d h a r d a l l w in te r , 
so I d e c i d e d tha t M a y 2 7 w o u l d be the day that I'd 
v e n t u r e n o r t h o f K i t c h e n e r for some " R u s t y R a i l f a n n i n g . " 

In the ea r l y 1970s , I h a d r i d d e n i n eng ine cabs a n d 
v a n s o v e r a l l o f the C P R l i n e s r a d i a t i n g f r o m O r -
angev i l l e , a n d h a d chased t r a i n s o n most o f the C N R 
l ines f r o m P a l m e r s t o n . N o w that the ma jo r i t y o f these 
have b e e n a b a n d o n e d , I w a n t e d t o see w h a t t races w e r e 
left be fore e v en these r e m e m b r a n c e s w e r e ob l i t e ra ted . 

M y first s top w a s for some five a c t i on , however , a n d 
at 0 9 : 1 5 I w a s w a i t i n g at the s m a l l s i d i n g at M o s b o r o u g h 
( be tween G u e l p h a n d Bres lau ) for the . d a i l y mee t be­
t w e e n ea s tbound V I A T r a i n 8 4 a n d the w e s t b o u n d V I A / 
A m t r a k International. T h e mee t t ook p lace as p l a n n e d , 
b u t m y hopes o f v i d e o t a p i n g w e r e dashed b y dead 
bat te r i es . ( D a m those k i d s w h o use the c a m e r a a n d don ' t 
t e l l me ! ) 

A s a r esu l t , no t o n l y d i d the mee t go u n r e c o r d e d , b u t 
m y p l a n s for a v i d eo d i a r y o f the d a y w e r e dashed . 
There fo re , e v e r y t h i n g tha t f o l l ows i s f r o m memory , a n d 
I apo log ise i n advance for a n y inaccurac i e s tha t m a y 
have c rep t i n . 

V e n t u r i n g n o r t h , I t o o k H i g h w a y 8 6 wes t o f E l m i r a 
a n d e n c o u n t e r e d m y first a b a n d o n e d ra i lway , n o t i n g tha t 
the C P R G o d e r i c h l i n e b r i d g e ove r the Conestogo R i v e r 
at W a l l e n s t e i n . has b e e n r e m o v e d . T h e p rov ince has 
b o u g h t th i s l i n e for fu ture use as a w a t e r p i p e l i n e f r o m 
L a k e H u r o n to K i t c h e n e r a n d G u e l p h . P l ans for a r a i l -
t r a i l s e e m s ta l l ed for the p resen t . 

T h e C N R L i s t o w e l s ta t i on w a s s t i l l in tac t , c o n t i n u i n g 
i n i t s use as a K i n s m e n ' C l u b sen iors ' facUity. T h i s s ta t i on 
n e v e r w a s a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l g em , a n d the b o a r d a n d 
b a t t e n s i d i n g doesn ' t h e l p . T h e se t t ing is e v e n m o r e 
deso la te w i t h o u t the t racks , b u t at least i t 's p rese rved 
a n d u n a l t e r e d b y add i t i ons o r de l e t i ons to the o r i g i n a l 
d e s i gn . 

O f m o r e surpr i s e w a s the t own ' s n e w g i gan t i c w a t e r 
tower , b u i l t r i g h t o n the r a i lw ay , g rade as i t approaches 
the s t a t i on a rea f r o m the sou th . T h e r a i l w a y w o n ' t be 
r e in s t a t ed here i n a hurry , b u t the re w o u l d be p l e n t y o f 
w a t e r for s t e am eng ines i f a t our i s t r a i l w a y ever w e r e 
p l a n n e d to the n o r t h (no i n t e n t to start s u c h a r u m o u r ) . 

O n n e x t t o W i n g h a m , w h i c h p r o v e d to be a major 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t . I first e n c o u n t e r e d the o l d C P R grade i n 
t o w n , l o n g a b a n d o n e d b u t n o w pa r t o f a r i v e r b a n k t r a i l 
s ys t em. N e x t c ame the C N R br i dge over the M a i t l a n d 
R i ve r . T h i s is a beauty, a n d I h a d h o p e d i t w a s s t i l l in tac t . 
B e t t e r s t i l l , i t has b e e n p r e se r v ed as a w a l k i n g t r a i l a n d 
i s f u l l y r edecked , c omp l e t e w i t h r a i l i n g s . A t first g lance , 
t he n e w t op l o o k e d l i k e g ray -s ta ined w o o d , w h i c h , s ince 
I w o r k for a n out f i t t ha t has buUt three ra i l - t r a i l s , I k n o w 
w o n ' t las t . C l ose r i n s p e c t i o n r e vea l ed tha t the " w o o d " is 
a c t u a l l y fibreglass m o u l d e d i n t o 2 b y 4 style f o rms , 
w h i c h w i l l las t j u s t abou t forever. A p l aque states that 
the r a i l s w e r e t o r n u p i n 1 9 8 3 - i t doesn ' t s e em that l o n g 
ago a n d I be t they ' r e out b y about a decade . 

A t t h e G r a n d R i v e r C o n s e r v a t i o n A u t h o r i t y w h e r e I 
w o r k , w e a re about to r ede ck the ma jor C N R br idge over 

the G r a n d R i v e r b e t w e e n Fe rgus a n d F l o r a . I m a d e a 
m e n t a l no te for o u r c o n s t r u c t i o n guys t o check out the 
•Wingham br idge - i t 's r e a l l y w e l l done . T h e y have s ince 
done the c h e c k i n g , a n d Wescast Indus t r i es ( w i t h a W i n g -
h a m p lan t a n d ano the r l o c a l p l a n t n e a r o u r raf t - tra i l i n 
Bran t f o rd ) , d i d the w o r k i n pa r t as a w a y for employees 
to cross the r i v e r o n t h e i r w a y t o w o r k . M a y b e they ' l l 
h e l p us w i t h o u r pro ject t oo . 

A spec ia l t rea t w a s the W i n g h a m s ta t i on . It sports a 
n e w m e t a l r oo f (made to l o o k l i k e r e d c l a y t i l e ) , a n d 
g r e en tu r r e t s . T h i s m a y o r m a y n o t have b e e n C T R 
s tandard , b u t i t l ooks sharp . Be t t e r s t i l l w a s the s ight o f 
w o r k m e n b u s i l y t u r n i n g i t i n t o a sen iors ' c en t re . They ' r e 
a p p a r e n t l y d o i n g i t r i gh t , a n d have c o m p l e t e l y gu t t ed 
the i n s i d e r i gh t d o w n t o the ex t e r i o r w a l l s , w i t h e n t i r e l y 
n e w raf ters , j o i s ts , p l u m b i n g , a n d w i r i n g . A w o r k m a n 
stated, however , tha t t h e y are sav ing s i gn i f i cant a rch i t ec ­
t u r a l de ta i l s s u c h as w i n d o w s , doors , a n d w a i n s c o t i n g , so 
the b u i l d i n g s h o u l d be a cred i t t o the t o w n for a l o n g 
t i m e . 

O n l e a v i n g W i n g h a m , I n o t e d the C P R w y e g rade a n d 
v e n t i u e d on to the b a c k r o a d t o C l e n a n n a n , t h e f o rmer 
j u n c t i o n w i t h the Teeswater " m a i n l i n e . " For those w h o 
rode the o l d O n t a r i o Raft e x curs i ons t o O w e n S o u n d , the 
l a you t a n d s e t t i n g a t C l e n a n n a n w a s s i m i l a r t o tha t at 
F r a x a J u n c t i o n , j u s t n o r t h o f Orangev f t l e . 

T h e surpr i se at C l e n a n n a n w a s tha t e ve ry t race o f 
the w y e is gone , s ince i t ' s n o w a p l o u g h e d field. I h a d 
ne i t h e r the t i m e n o r i n c l i n a t i o n to v e n t u r e ou t i n t o the 
field, b u t I guessed tha t the m i n i - m o u n t a i n o f debr i s at 
the field edge w a s the r e m a i n s o f the f enc ing tha t u s ed 
t o encompass the r a i l w a y proper ty . 

Exc ep t for the r e m o v a l o f t r acks , Teeswater y a r d a n d 
s ta t i on site r e m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d f r o m w h e n I h a d last 
seen t r a i n s there . A b i g s i gn p r o c l a i m e d tha t the l a n d i s 
for sa le , b u t a p p a r e n t l y there are n o takers ye t . The 
anc i en t evergreens tha t shaded the s ta t i on i n m a n y 
s team-era photos are s t i l l the re , as a re the f o tmdar i on 
r e m a i n s o f the w a t e r tower . Bes t o f a l l w a s the d rop p i t 
o f the o l d eng ine house , n o w filled i n for safety reasons, 
b u t comp le t e w i t h sp ikes s t i l l encased b y the concre te . 

I t h e n ' p a s s e d t h r o u g h M i l d m a y , a n d n o t e d tha t the 
C N R grade t h r o u g h the s ta t i on site (seen o n page 48 o f 
Peter Bowers ' s Two Divisions to Bluewater b ook o n the 
l ine ) r e ma ins u n c h a n g e d . A l o c a l p u b has adop t ed a 
r a i l w a y theme , i n c l u d i n g a f resh ly p a i n t e d passenger car 
as a n ad junct t o the b u i l d i n g . C o n s i d e r i n g the l o ca t i on , 
i t w o u l d have b e e n i n t e r e s t i ng t o see t h e m j o c k e y i t in to 
p lace . 

C o n t i n u i n g n o r t h w a r d l e d m e t o WaUcerton, whe r e 
the C N R s ta t i on site r e m a i n s as b a r r e n as ever, w i t h the 
r o a d b e d s t i l l v i s i b l e . T h e C P R s ta t i on site has l o n g s ince 
b e e n obscured , b u t the p i e r o f the br idge ove r the 
S a u g e e n R i v e r has b e e n c o n v e r t e d t o a scen ic ove r l ook 
b y the l o c a l R o t a r y C l u b ( an o r i g i n a l v i e w o f the scene is 
o n page 110 o f m y Steam Trains to the Bruce b ook ) . 

O n the o ther s ide o f t h e r iver , the re u s e d to be a 
s p i n d l e a n d w o o d w o r k i n g factory, w h o s e emp loyees 
w o u l d le t m e w a l k back to the o l d C P R t e r m i n a l facfti-
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ties. T h e fac tory has n o w c l osed a n d the gates a re 
l o c k e d , a n d m u c h o f the site appears to have b e e n f i l l e d 
i n w i t h fac to ry debr i s . Perhaps i t i s not , a n d I ' l l have to 
m a k e ano the r t r i p w h e n I have m o r e t i m e , because y o u 
u s e d t o be ab le to see the comp l e t e f o u n d a t i o n r e m a i n s 
o f the w a t e r tower , t u r n t a b l e , c o a l i n g dock, a n d eng ine -
house fac i l i t i es . 

N e x t stop w a s Hanove r , w h e r e t o m y surpr i se the t ies 
w e r e s t i l l i n p lace o n the C N R r o a d b e d r u n n i n g u n d e r 
the H i g h w a y 4 overpass . T h e C N R y a r d is n o w c o m ­
p l e t e l y s w a l l o w e d ins i d e a n i n d u s t r i a l c o m p o u n d . The 
cemen t b l o c k s ta t i on i t s e l f has b e e n r e m o v e d , a n d the 
o r i g i n a l w o o d e n s ta t i on , l o ca t ed as a shed o n pr i va t e 
property , i s a lso gone . 

A s tee l b r i dge s t i l l spans the river o n the C N R l i n e , 
b u t n o t race seems to r e m a i n o f the C P R b r idge . A t r i p 
u p t o the C P / C N in t e r change a rea r e v ea l ed tha t the 
t racks h a d b e e n l i f t ed o n l y w i t h i n t he past f ew days, 
w i t h m a n y r a i l s a r id m u c h h a r d w a r e s t i l l l y i n g a r o u n d . 
Th i s i n c l u d e d the d i a m o n d , a n d for a s m a l l a n d ra the r 
r u r a l t o w n , H a n o v e r a lways s u r p r i s e d m e i n spo r t i n g 
s u c h a m a z e o f t r a cks w h i c h a l l o w e d b o t h r a i lways to 
r e a c h t h e l o c a l f u r n i t u r e factor ies . 

J u s t as I feared, however , t h e f irst t o t a l a n n i h i l a t i o n 
o f m y t r i p s h o w e d i t s e l f at the f o rmer C P R s ta t i on s i te . I 
c ou ldn ' t e v e n f i n d i t , b u t h a d to. k i n d o f guess w h e r e i t 
u s e d t o be . K e v i n P a u l a n d the fo lks a t the C P R p r o p e r t y 
sec t i on have done w e l l i n Hanove r , because a m e g a -
fac to ry n o w occup i es t h e r ight-of-way, w i t h a l l r a i l w a y 
t races gone . 

1 a lways t h o u g h t tha t t h e r a i l w a y b e t w e e n H a n o v e r 
a n d D u r h a m w a s o n e o f the pre t t i es t i n r u r a l O n t a r i o . 
O n th i s l i n e , I a lways l i k e d a n o l d w o o d e n trest le that 
s p a n n e d b o t h a s ide r o a d a n d a t r i b u t a r y o f the S a u g e e n 
R i ve r . 1 h a d v i s i t e d i t o n the day w h e n t h e y w e r e t a k i n g 
u p the ra i l s , a n d i t i s n o w e n t i r e l y gone w i t h o n l y t h e 
occas i ona l " s t u m p " r e m a i n i n g . . 

D u r h a m i t se l f w a s a n o t h e r surpr i se , a n d a n area 
w h e r e the C P R has a p p a r e n t l y done w e l l i n l a n d sales. 
T h e s t a t i on s i te a n d y a r d s a re n o w a s u b d i v i s i o n street 
w i t h b r a n d n e w s ing l e - f am i l y h o m e s . A s i n W i n g h a m , 
the w o o d e n t res t l e has b e c o m e a foca l p o i n t for the 
t o w n , a n d f r o m a d is tance , the w o o d e n pedes t r i an s u ­
pe rs t ruc tu re appears to be i d e n t i c a l t o tha t i n W i n g h a m . 

1 d idn ' t scout for the C N R s ta t i on site, b u t crossed the 
l i n e a g a i n at V a m e y o n m y w a y d o w n to Pa lme r s t o n . 
N o t h i n g i s lef t o f e i the r C N o r C P at M o u n t Forest, a n d 
the r o a d w a s c l osed to the o l d C P R b r i d g e site, w h i c h I 
ga ther is l o n g gone anyway . 

H a r r i s t o n y i e l d e d i ts p r e se r v ed C N R s ta t i on (yet 
a n o t h e r sen iors ' c en t r e ) , w h i c h s t i l l l ooks v e r y p r e ­
sentab le a n d v e r y w e l l m a i n t a i n e d . J u s t n o r t h is the C P R 
Teeswater B r a n c h c ross ing a n d CN ' s j u n c t i o n w i t h i ts 
o w n S o u t h a m p t o n a n d O w e n S o u n d l ines . A l l r a i l w a y 
grades are in tac t , a n d a r e a l find w e r e the r e m n a n t s o f 
the o l d s emaphore i n t e r l o c k i n g sys t em - comp le t e w i t h 
m a n y o f the o l d rods a n d r o l l e r pedesta ls s t i l l i n p lace 
(photos i n Steam Trains to the Bruce, page 9 2 ) . 

T h e n , i t w a s o n to P a l m e r s t o n . A s mos t readers w i l l 
b e aware , t h e P a l m e r s t o n y a r d t rackage has b e e n p r e ­
se r ved w i t h i n the t o w n l i m i t s , a n d the s ta t i on a n d 
pedes t r i an overpass r e m a i n in tac t . 

T h e d i sp l a y ed C N R M o g u l has b e e n r e c e i v i n g some 

l o n g o v e r d u e c o s m e t i c a t t e n t i o n , a l t h o u g h i t s g r a y 
p r i m e r smokebox l ooks a l i t t l e o d d . Desp i t e the chaos 
soon to come f r o m m u n i c i p a l a m a l g a m a t i o n s i n O n t a r i o , 
the p resent t own ' s p l ans for some sort o f r a i l w a y - t h e m e d 
use o f the p r o p e r t y w i l l h o p e f u l l y c o m e to f r u i t i o n . I f 
not , there 's g o i n g to be a b i g c h u n k o f the t o w n cent re 
l y i n g d o r m a n t a n d w e e d - g r o w n . 

A s a g ene ra l obse rva t i on , i t i s c u r i o u s t o no te tha t the 
o l d C N r a i l w a y grades a re eas ier t o J o c a t e t h a n those o f 
the C P 1 ga ther tha t C N u s e d m o r e g r a v e l for ba l las t , 
w h i c h creates a m o r e iden t i f i ab l e w h i t e scar o n the 
landscape . In most areas the C P jus t u s e d c inders a n d 
d i r t , a n d the i r roadbeds have m o s t l y r e v e r t ed to grassy 
paths . T h e fact tha t t h e C N l ines hav e b e e n r e m o v e d 
m o r e r e c en t l y a lso me ans less t ree cover o b s c u r i n g the 
right-of-way. 

A s 1 t h i n k b a c k o n the t r i p , i t is a m a z i n g h o w m a n y 
t races o f the r a i lways have v a n i s h e d so soon ( C N / C P 
Hanove r , a n d the C P D u r h a m yards ) , a n d ye t h o w m a n y 
t races w i l l obv i ous l y r e m a i n for m a n y years to c o m e ( C N 
W i n g h a m br idge , the H a r r i s t o n , V t i n g h a m , a n d L i s t o w e l 
stat ions, a c t i v e l y p r ese r ved i n s i tu ) . 

It w i l l be great i f P a l m e r s t o n c a n u n d e r t a k e the 
p r e s e r va t i on i t hopes , f o r r a i l w a y s w e r e i n d e e d the 
m a k i n g o f t h e t o w n . O n l y t i m e w i l l t e l l i f s u c h a 
"non - t ou r i s t " t o w n c an m a k e a go o f p r e s e r v ing i t s 
r a i l w a y her i tage . • 
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TRAINS B E T W E E N HUSBAND AND WIFE 
B y M i c h a e l L e d u c 

H o w m a n y coup les share the exper i ence o f t ra ins o n a 
r e gu l a r basis? As far as 1 a m aware , there are v e r y few. I 
k n o w that m y wi fe enjoys t a k i n g a t r a i n t r i p , but does 
no t share the j o y o f r a i lways to the same extent that I do . 

In the last century , there was one coup l e w h o shared 
t r a ins o n a d a i l y basis a n d t h e y w e r e o n the i s l a n d o f 
M o n t r e a l : t he i r n a m e s w e r e H e n r i a n d C u n e g o n d e . T h e y 
l i v e d a l o n g the o l d C r a n d T r u n k R a i l w a y l ine b e t w e e n a 
m i l e a n d a m i l e a n d a h a l f wes t o f the o l d B o n a v e n t u r e 
s ta t i on . O n the i r t r i ps to M o n t r e a l , the t ra ins s topped for 
H e n r i first, bu t i n the e v e n i n g , the ro les we re reversed , 
w i t h C u n e g o n d e b e i n g first. Loca t ed i n w h a t became the 
w o r k i n g d i s t r i c t o f M o n t r e a l , th is o c cu r r ed d a i l y except 
Sunday . As t i m e passed, C u n e g o n d e gave u p the t ra ins 
b u t H e n r i c o n t i n u e d for m a n y years thereafter. 

L o o k i n g b a c k o n the h i s t o r y o f the p r o v i n c e o f 
Quebec , w h e n v i l l ages w e r e b e i n g es tab l i shed , occas ion­
a l l y n e i g h b o u r i n g ones w e r e n a m e d after m a r r i e d c o u ­
ples , a n d so i t was w i t h t w o v i l l ages o n the i s l and o f 
M o n t r e a l . In w h a t la ter became d is t r i c ts i n the c i t y o f 
M o n t r e a l w e r e the v i l l ages o f St. H e n r i a n d Ste. C u n e ­
gonde , w h o w e r e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e i n the 11 th century. 

The St. Henri station in November 19-49 

Photo from the Paterson-George Collection 

In 1810 , a pa r i sh was consecra ted i n h o n o u r o f St. 
H e n r i de le B o i t e u x ( 9 7 3 - 1 0 2 4 ) , e m p e r o r o f C e r m a n y 
a n d R o m e i n the 1 1 t h century . The p a r i s h was n a m e d 
Sa in t -Henr i -des -Tanner i es . T h e v i l l age o f St . H e n r i , cre­
a ted i n 1875 , h a d a n u m b e r o f t anner i e s a n d a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i ve b u i l d i n g s , most o f w h i c h have n o w d i sappeared . 

As St. H e n r i grew, the p a r i s h o f Sa in t e -Cunegonde 
was f o rmed o n D e c e m b e r 1 1 , 1875 , f r o m par t o f i ts 
terr i tory . S h o r t l y after, o n D e c e m b e r 2 8 , 1876 , Ste . 
C u n e g o n d e became a v i l l age w h i c h las ted u n t i l 1905 
w h e n it was a n n e x e d to the c i t y o f M o n t r e a l . 

F r o m the b ook Les rues de Montreal ( 1995 ) , w e l e a r n 
that the p a r i s h was n a m e d i n h o n o u r o f Ste . C u n e g o n d e 
o f L u x e m b o u r g , the w i f e o f St. H e n r i . 

The first r a i l w a y o n the i s l a n d was the M o n t r e a l a n d 
Lach ine R a i l R o a d , b u i l t to operate b e t w e e n the name ­
sake t o w n s . The t r a ins , first o p e r a t i n g i n 1847 , we re 
m u c h faster t h a n o ther modes o f t r anspo r t a t i on , be they 
ho r s e -d rawn coaches or c a n a l boats . Sho r t l y after, the 
G r a n d T r u n k R a i l w a y b e g a n ope ra t i ng t r a ins b e tween 
Po inte St. Char l e s , w h e r e the V i c t o r i a B r i d g e was be ing 
cons t ruc t ed , a n d Ste. A n n e de Be l l e vue , at the west e n d 
o f the i s l a n d . The route t a k e n m e a n t c ross ing the M o n ­
t r e a l a n d L a c h i n e at Tanner i es J u n c t i o n . Later, th is 
j u n c t i o n was g i v e n the n a m e St . H e n r i . 

Even tua l l y , because o f v a r i ous financial d i f f icul t ies , 
the l ines o f the M o n t r e a l a n d Lach ine became par t o f the 
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M o n t r e a l a n d C h a m p l a i n R a i l r o a d w h i c h , i n 1 8 6 3 , w a s 
l eased t o the G r a n d T r u n k Ra i lway . T h e G T R los t n o t i m e 
i n r o u t i n g t h e i r t r a i n s t o B o n a v e n t u r e S t a t i on a n d th is 
l o c a t i o n b e came t h e i r m a i n t e r m i n a l o n the i s l a n d . T en 
years later, the G T R p u r c h a s e d the M & C ou t r i gh t . 

M a n y s m a l l v i l l ages s p r a n g u p a r o u n d t h e i r l o c a l 
p a r i s h churches . I n a d d i t i o n t o St . H e n r i , ano the r v i l l a g e 
to the east s p r a n g u p a r o u n d the p a r i s h c h u r c h o f Ste . 
C tmegonde , a n d b y 1 8 8 0 , the re w a s t r a i n serv ice to b o t h 
Ste . C u n e g o n d e a n d St . H e n r i . I n the a c c o m p a n y i n g 
1 8 9 7 t ime tab l e extract , one c a n see that the t r a i n s w h i c h 
s t opped w e r e m a i n l y c o m m u t e r t r a ins des t ined for St. 
L a u r e n t , Co t e St . P a u l a n d t h e Lakesho re , f r o m B o n a v e n ­
t u r e S t a t i o n . A s such , f e w t r a i n s w o u l d stop the re o n 
Sundays , p a r t i c u l a r l y at Ste . C u n e g o n d e . 

F r o m w h a t w e u n d e r s t a n d , Ste . C u n e g o n d e lost t r a i n 
serv ice j us t after the t u r n o f the century . T ra ins c o n t i n ­

u e d to serve S t . H e n r i u n t i l t h e Lakesho r e serv ice w a s 
d i s c o n t i n u e d i n J u n e 1 9 6 0 , l o n g after the C T R became 
par t o f the C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l . 

Today, the re is n o s i gn o f Ste . C t m e g o n d e s ta t i on , 
a l t h o u g h the p a r i s h c h u r c h s t i l l l o oms ove r the a r ea . 
N e a r the p lace o f w h e r e w e be l i e ve the s ta t i on m i g h t 
have b e e n is the L i o n e l - C r o u b c M e t r o ( subway ) s t a t i on . 
A t St. Henr i , , t h e s ta t i on i s l o n g gone a n d i t i s n o w a 
r a i l w a y o p e r a t i n g p o i n t c a l l e d S a i n t - H e n r i . Fo r tha t 
matter , the w h o l e l i n e from St . H e n r i i n t o B o n a v e n t u r e 
is n o w cove r ed ove r b y r e s i d e n t i a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
es tab l i shments . 

Today, the p a r i s h churches o f Ste . C u n e g o n d e a n d S t . 
H e n r i c a n be seen from the c o m m u t e r t r a ins ope ra t ed b y 
the r e g i o n a l t rans i t author i ty , a l o n g the S t L & H l i n e , a n d 
the i r s ight i n s p i r e d th i s a r t i c l e b y one s u c h c ommute r . • 
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C A N A D I A N P A C I F I C R A I L W A Y 

P H O T O B B Y bob S A N D U B K Y 

The C P R unvei led its new emblem and loco­
mot ive paint scheme at Ogden Shops i n 
Calgary on September 14. 

Locomotives w i l l be painted so l id red, 
w i t h a new gold, c i rcular hera ld on the side, 
and lettered "Canad ian Pacif ic" i n squared 
b lock letters. The ful l name "Canad ian Pa­
cific Ra i lway " w i l l be used i n pr inted mate­
r i a l . The hera ld is an adaptat ion o f the 
trad i t iona l CPR beaver and shie ld, but w i t h 
the ra i lway name in a circle around the 
shie ld . 

The new scheme has been appl ied first 
to A C 4 4 0 0 C W 9581 and GP38-2 3069, and 
w i l l also be on the second order of AGs, to 
start del ivery from G E in October. Two days 
after the ceremony, 9581 was back i n regu­

lar service, and 3069 started a tour of the 
C P R system w i t h a "Logot ra in " made up of 
display cars 80 and 81 and business car 
Killarney. 

The CPR describes each element of their 
new crest i n this way: 
Circular band - In its most l i tera l sense, 

the circle represents the whee l of the 
locomotive and also symbolizes CPR's 
histor ical role i n un i t ing Canada f rom 
coast to coast. 

C A N A D I A N 
P A C I F I C 
R A I L W A Y 

Beaver - The beaver symbolises teamwork 
w i t h i n the railway, and the qualities of 
industr iousness , energy, and single-
minded determinat ion that are required to 
achieve a c o m m o n goa l . T h o u g h the 
beaver has been part o f CPR's identity on 
and off since 1886, the 1997 version has a 
marked l y more aggressive stance than 
ever before, s ignal l ing the railway's grow­
ing competitiveness. 

Shield - The shie ld symbolises a sense of 
strength, rel iabil ity, and competitiveness. 

Maple leaf - The internationally-recognised 
symbol of Canada, the maple leaf was 
incorporated to demonstrate the railway's 
pr ide i n its Canad ian heritage. 

1881 - The banner carrying the date 1881 
speaks to the ra i lway 's b i r th and its 
longevity. 
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Just A . Ferronut's 

R a i l w a y A r c h a e o l o g y 

Art Clowes 
234 Canterbury Avenue 

Riverview, New Brunswick El B 2R7 
E-Mail; jaclowes@istar.ca 

Yes, the above address is correct; I am mov­
ing again! This has been part of my long-
term plan for several years now. I am afraid 
that my year here in Toronto with no direct 
access to many of my files has shown in some 
sparse columns. So I am now looking for­
ward to being able to cover in proper detail 
numerous topics that I have not been able to 
cover over the past year or so. Anyway, we 
will open the mail bag one more time here in 
Toronto. 

A few corrections 
Last month, I made reference to the former 
CP station at Keswick, New Brunswick, as 
having been restored. A site inspection has 
confirmed that this station is actually the 
large two-storey wood one at Butt's Corner. 
This depot, constructed in 1926, is presently 
in the process of being restored. A new 
concrete slab floor has been placed, and on 
my visit the first floor was being used as a 
local market. The interior of the first floor 
had been gutted so that the exterior walls 
can be insulated. The exterior canopy for 
passenger protection has been maintained, 
the second-storey walls have had their 
wooden shingles replaced, as well as the 
asphalt ones of the roof, and the upper 
windows have been replaced. This portion of 
the former CP Gibson Subdivision is part of 
the New Brunswick Trail sĵ stem. While the 
second floor is still vacant, I expect my infor­
mation about it being turned into offices will 
take place. Similarly, I expect a cafe will 
eventually be added on the first floor. 

Back in our March 1996 column - yes 
that's 1996 - we covered the history of the 
short-lived Preston and Berlin Railway and 
the associated lines along this portion of the 
Grand River. I had used a reference from an 
older Newsletter for the abandonment date of 
CN's Waterloo Subdivision. Our sharp-eyed 
Ray Corley noted this and questioned the 
date. Well, now I have finally tracked down 
the abandonment of this CN line on the west 
side of the Grand River from Gait, north 
across the-then-under construction Highway 
401, towards Doon. We knew that Highway 
401 was opened on November 9, 1961, and 
that the track was gone shortly before that. 
What made this particular abandonment dif­

ficult to track down was that it didn't follow 
the normal time frame used during the 
1960s. After several visits to Gait and their 
archives, we finally put most of the story 
together. 

On February 25, 1960, the Board of 
Transport Commissioners issued an order for 
the CNR to install highway warning devices 
at the proposed crossing of Highway 401 at 
CN Mile 8.4 Waterloo Subdivision. 

Unlike most communities, the local pa­
pers carried practically nothing on the pend­
ing abandonment. The Evening Reporter of 
Saturday October 28, 1961, had a photo of 
CN crane 50147 with the caption that "the 
CN tracks were finally being lifted" 

It wasn't until I got into the minutes of 
the city's council meetings that I was able to 
determine more about the abandonment. 
Apparently the provincial government had 
not bothered to ask CN about the status of 
this line. A local MP had apparently been 
attempting for a number of years to get rid of 
the line to permit the expansion of Dickson 
Park (a local park) as well as permitting the 
improvements of Blair Road. These points 
were brought up at a city council meeting on 
June 5, 1961. It was then determined that 
the W. I. Reid Company Limited was the only 
user of the line and that CN was prepared to 
apply for permission to abandon the opera­
tions over this line south of Doon. 

On September 5, 1961, the city council 
received and filed a certified copy of the 
Regulatory Order permitting the abandon­
ment of operations over the southern end of 
the CN Waterloo Subdivision. While we still 
haven't got the exact date, we now know 
that it should be recorded as about the end 
of August 1961, not the earlier date that I 
had used. 

More on the GTR double-tracking 
I found a little bit more information in the 
Bowmanviiie Museum about the GTR track 
relocation that we discussed in the April 
column and then again in the June-July 
column. A local news report of November 5, 
1903, stated that "One hundred men were 
employed on Sunday last, laying rails on the 
new track west of Bowmanviiie." 

High ratio of recycled station houses 
The Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec Rail­
way Company started to build the line au­
thorised by their 1879 charter from Napanee, 
Ontario, towards the Ottawa River near 
Point Alexander. In 1890, it changed its 
name to the Kingston, Napanee and Western 
Railway Company. Under these two names. 

these companies succeeded in opening 57.28 
miles of line, although it was somewhat 
disjointed. Meanwhile, in 1881, the Bay of 
Quinte Railway and Navigation Company 
was incorporated, and this company had by 
1893 built 4.17 miles of railway that pro­
vided a large "Y" north of Napanee, with a 
line to Harrowsmith, as well as a line from 
Yarker to Tweed. It also had 3.76 miles from 
Deseronto Junction to Deseronto. 

Ail of these lines were amalgamated into 
the Bay of Quinte Railway effective January 
1, 1897, and in 1910 they became part of the 
Canadian Northern Railway. 

The interesting thing in looking at this 
area is that on the 47.9 miles of track from 
Napanee via Yarker to Tweed there were 13 
stations. The line from Yarker to Tweed was 
abandoned in the 1930s. There was also a 
track diversion at Newburgh (Newburg in 
the Canadian Northern timetable) to move 
the line to higher ground away from the 
river's flood plain. But of these 13 stations, at 
least five of them are still in existence! They 
are ail based on the same plan and four of 
the five are now used as residences. 

A couple of years ago, Dan McConnachie 
had mentioned that the station at Newburgh 
still existed in its original location. A recent 
trip confirmed this as well as that it was 
similar to the other larger stations on this 
line. It also brought home the use made of 
concrete on the Rathbun lines. 

Back in my June 1990 column, I had 
mentioned that Maribank was nqmed for it 
being a source of marl, used in making ce­
ment. The station at Maribank, as at New­
burgh, is still in its original location, and 
both still have their exposed concrete walks 
and platforms. 

So in addition to Newburgh, now con­
verted into apartments, this line still sports 
stations at Tamworth, Maribank, and Stocco, 
ail being used as residences. In addition, the 
station at Erwinviiie was converted into a 
legion hail. 

If this story has a morale, it would proba­
bly be that lines that were abandoned quite 
early often seen more of their structures 
recycled. 

Brighton 
Back in our May 1997 column, I mentioned 
that restoration efforts were underway at the 
Grand Trunk station in Brighton, Ontario, on 
CN's Kingston Subdivision. Well, things are 
moving on this project, called "Memory Junc­
tion." Since our May report, Ralph Bangay 
the project's chief promoter, has spear­
headed, besides general site ciean-up, inte-

Rail and Transit • August 1997 • 13 



Research and Reviews 

nor station work of c leaning and paint ing 
the iadies' wa i t ing room (the west end of the 
station on the track side), as we i i as the 
express agent's office (centre rear). Work on 
do ing the same to the larger general wa i t ing 
room across the east end of the station is 
progressing more slowly. 

The most visible change to the train rider 
has been the arrival o f C N caboose 78188 
from Trenton in the second hal f o f July. 
Whi le the cupola had to be removed (for 
clearance reasons) for its move by highway 
it has now been placed back on the caboose, 
and the caboose on its trucks on a former 
team track in behind the stat ion. The cupola 
has been wrapped in heavy plastic pending 
more permanent restoration. The plans are 
to make double use o f the caboose. One w i l l 
be as a loca l information centre, so the side 
facing the parking lot w i l l carry the name 
"Memory Junc t i on " and the track side is to 
be painted authentic C N co lour from the 
1950s complete w i t h a maple leaf for the 
photo fans. 

Ralph's other pending project is the mov­
ing of C N Consol idat ion 2534, from Zwick's 
Park i n Bellevi l le. The C i ty o f Bellevil le has 
agreed to grant extra time for the move, if. 
needed. The p lan st i l l is to move this engine 
by road transport. The present route when 
considering the weight and clearance prob­
lems works out to be about 40 miles. 

Before I leave Brighton, Denis Tayloi; o f 
Cobourg, who is presently at home and mak­
ing a good progress from his stroke, sent me 
a long a copy o f a booklet entit led "Br ighton: 
100 Years of Ra i l road H i s t o r y " by Bonnie 
Browne. This 72-page booklet, whi le leaning 
heavi ly towards the GTR/CNR side o f ra i l ­
way activities, does have three chapters (22 
pages) on other railways an'd their stations in 
the area. Whi le I don't have a price on this 
booklet, a.nyone interested can contact Bon ­
nie Browne, E O. Box 1027, Br ighton, O n ­
tario KOK IHO, or telephone 613 475-0915. 

Caledonia 
As in Brighton, a group of local people are 
busy w i t h the restoration of the station in 
Caledonia, Ontar io . The station bu i ld ing had 
been purchased by loca l businessman Ron 
Clark a couple of years ago. Again, we first 
mentioned this station project back in our 
February 1997 co lumn. 

The Grand Trunk Ra i lway called their 
o ld Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich line, the 
20th District. The or ig inal station at Caledo­
nia was a single-storey frame structure, on a 
t imber foundation and with- a shingled roof. 
This station was 20 by 64 feet in size and 
was replaced by the present station in 1913. 

Whi le the station and most of the other 
structures at Ca ledonia were considered 
third class i n 1907, the coal house, a 12 by 
18 by 6 foot bui ld ing, constructed i n 1880, 
was listed as second class and the stock pens 

and water tank were listed as first class. The 
two stock pens had been constructed in 1906 
and were 55 by 41, w i t h a double-deck 
chute. The t imber water tank, w i th its sheet 
iron roof, was, 18 by 24, and could hold 
50 748 gallons. This tank, built in 1896, had 
a Poage stand pipe for filling the locomo­
tives. Caledonia had a sizeable rai lway pres­
ence early i n the century also supporting two 
freight sheds, two hand car houses, a section 
house, a kitchen, and of course a couple of 
closets in addi t ion to the pre-viously listed 
structures. 

It appears that Caledonia last saw pas­
senger service i n the fall of 1957. Luck i l y the 
ra i lway had a need for the structure, mainly 
for storage and use by a C N section gang. 

• A special projects committee of the Cale­
donia Regional Chamber of Commerce be­
came the spearhead for the restoration work. 

O n a recent -visit, whi le the station was 
closed, a look around revealed that the struc­
ture has had some foundation work done to 
help level it. Exterior work has seen the 
replacement of windows, inc lud ing one in 
the opening that had been cut for an express 
.and freight door i n the south wa l l . Other 
exterior work includes replacing the wooden 
wainscot ing or dado, belt rails, and clap­
board s iding. The first port ion of a replace­
ment platform in front, of the station has 
been completed. 

O n the interioi; whi le I could only v iew it 
from the windows, it appears that both the 
east end and main wai t ing rooms have had 
their false ceilings removed and have been 
painted, inc lud ing a stencilled paint design 
border ing the or ig ina l plaster wal ls just 
above the vertical tongue-and-groove w a i n ­
scoting. 

Indications are that the group is st i l l 
l ook ing for addi t ional information about this 
station and the two lines that crossed in 
Caledonia, or memorabil ia relating to their 
operation. 

Blewett 
Greg Salmers, a l ibrar ian i n Este-van, 
Saskatchewan, has sent out an inquiry con­
cerning some information on the Canadian 
Northern Station at Blewett, Saskatchewan.. 
Blewett was at M i l e 89.2 of the Canadian 
Northern Rad-yille Subdi-vision, later to be­
come CN's Lampman Subdivis ion. This sub­
di-vision extended fixim Carlyle westward in 
a southerly arc to Rad-ville, approximately 
102 miles to the west. Greg ad-vised that the 
station has been moved from Blewett to a 
point on H ighway No. 47, 14 kilometres 
north of Estevan. Two local residents have 
been restoring the o ld station, wh i ch is now 
•virtually complete, and customers are com­
ing to their tea house and gift shop. In 
addit ion, the couple have historical rooms in 
the station covering some of the area's local 
history. 

Lunenburg 
Perhaps some of our readers can help on this 
one. Whi le I have not been able to locate any 
data in the press, the radio announced over 
the weekend of August 16 that the Lunen­
burg stat ion had been converted into a 
"Country Mus i c H a l l o f Fame," and In partic­
ular was honour ing H a n k Snow. 

The Eastern press d id , howevei; mention 
that the W indso r and Hantsport Ra i lway 
were operating a new Tourist Train called the 
"E-vangeline Express" for excursions over 
some of its l ine i n the historic area around 
Minas Basin. Reports indicate that ridership 
has , been good on the Windsor and 
Hantsport, and that ridership is up dur ing 
1997 on the East's other tourist rai lway the 
Salem and Hi l lsborough. 

A member's question 
Our member Dave Hanson wrote in a couple 
of months ago about a col l is ion on Ju l y 19, 
1963, between CN's Scotian and some loose 
cars that tr ied to occupy the same track at 
the same time at Derby Junct ion, N.B., on 
the outskirts o f Newcastle (now the City of 
M i ramich i ) . 

Whi l e I have been able to track do-wn 
one article on this col l is ion, I am not sure 
that I can add too much information on this 
incident. 

Derby Junct ion is near the junct ion of 
the Southwest and Northwest M i r a m i c h i 
rivers. The or ig ina l Intercolonial Ra i lway 
main line between Monc ton and Campbell-
ton crossed both o f these rivers -with a short 
'section of track between them. After the 
Intercolonial Rail-way in October 1904 ac­
quired the Canada Eastern Ra i lway a line 
f fom Loggie-ville (about 13.5 miles east of the 
ICR on the south shore o f the M i ramich i 
River) to Gibson (opposite the Ci ty o f Freder-
icton), they relocated the approximately 24 
miles o f rail-way west o f the crossing w i th the 
ICR main l ine to Blackvi l le . This relocation 
permitted the remo-val o f the CER's crossing 
of the Southwest M i ramich i Rive? as the new 
line fol lowed the north shore of the river to 
Derby Junct ion . 

O n F r iday J u l y 19, 1963, at about 
3:35 a.m., the Scotian, northbound on the 
Newcastle S u b d m s i o n (ICR main line) had 
slowed for the crossing of the two large 
through-truss bridges over the M i r a m i c h i 
rivers. This was probably one of the sa-ving 
features i n this accident. As the Scotian 

crossed the Southwest M i r a m i c h i bridge, 
eyewitnesses said only the engine and two of 
the cars of the passenger t ra in were clear of 
the bridge when the engine col l ided w i th a 
flat ca? one of three unattended cars that 
had roiled out on the ma in l ine. The grades 
in the area are such that any cars want ing to 
wander wou ld tend to head southward, op­
posite to the direction o f the Scotian's move­
ment. 
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The diesel engine c l imbed the rear o f a 
flat ca? wh i ch in turn ploughed into the first 
of the two attached box cars. The force of 
the col l is ion tore open doois on several bag­
gage and express cars and ripped one door 
completely off. Whi le some passengers were 
shaken up, and a few bruises reported, no 
passengers were seriously injured. 

The fireman, sustained a broken leg and 
the engineer received a badly cut knee. It 
took the auxi l iary crews fixm Monc ton and 
Campbel l ton, about 12 hours to clear the 
l ine. F r o m the fuzzy newspaper photo it 
wou ld appear that the lead unit was FPA4 
6784. 

Remember when? 
Every t own had one or several hotels near o r 
associated w i t h its rai lway stat ion. These 
were the privately owned ones that relied 
heavi ly on rai lway passengers for their busi­
ness. M a n y of them started at a location near 
the depot where they could also serve meals 
to the early travellers, especially on lines 
were the frains didn't have d in ing car ser­
vice. These hotels played a major role i n the 
development o f railways and the communi ­
ties a long them. 

But one group of these hotels had an 
extra dist inct ion. Every town of reasonable 
size had a ra i lway hotel that was the destina­
t ion of the commercial travellers who trav­
el led the countryside by tra in w i t h their b ig 
trunks of samples. These hotels had what 
they cal led sample rooms, and it always 
seemed that there was one or two commer­
c ia l travellers staying at these hotels showing 
their wares to the merchants o f the area. 
Del ivery wagons or trucks w o u l d meet the 
trains to transfer the sample trunks to the 
hotel . The travellers wou ld collect some of 
the loca l merchants, show, them what the 
various manufacturers were promoting that 
season, then take thern to the hotel's d in ing 
room to wine them and dine them. Since 
each traveller had a specialty, such as c loth­
ing, toys, hardware, jewellery or trinkets, it 
meant that there was a steady f low o f these 
travel l ing salesmen. 

After promoting their wares for a few 
days, they wou ld pack up, have their trunks 
taken back to the train, and then move on to 
the next t own on the line. Today these are 
but a memory. 

Train nomenclature 
We a i l have noted at various times the term 
"accommodat ion t ra in " either i n an o ld time 
card or an articlet One de f in i t ion o f an 
"accommodat ion t ra in " is: a t ra in on w h i c h 
there is no sleepe? |no dine? no smoke? no 
waite? no venti lat ion, no porte? and no 
news butche? Sounds like we are getting 
close to a l l our Canad ian trains be ing 
"accommodat ion tra ins! " 

Moscow streetcars in 1922 
A n announcement i n a 1922 issue o f Cana­

dian Railway and Marine World noted that 
the City of Moscow, Russia, had only 142 
electric street rai lway trains fit for service. 
These trains, consisting o f two cars each, 
could only serve 22 percent of the city's 
populat ion and had been reserved for gov­
ernment employees. The highlight of this 
announcement was that they were going to 
permit the general publ ic to ride the cars, i f 
they could afford to, between 10:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. The publ ic ridership, at about 
2000 rubles per mile, was approximately 
750 000 passenger-miles per month . Even 
these high feres only covered about 75 per­
cent of the operating cost. 

A tip of the hat 
Some comments made last spring at a Forest 
City Ra i lway Society meeting in London and 
a follow-up discussion started me th ink ing 
about the roles we play in ra i lway history. As 
one digs more and more into rai lway history, 
one realises that we fol low several genera­
tions who were mixed up in the subject. I'll 
avoid discussing our present ra i lway and 
transit historians, for I know I wou ld miss 
many i f I started, and so I w i l l focus on the 
earlier generations. 

Recorded rai lway history started w i t h 
those who were there dur ing the actual con­
struction, and who took time to record their 
work. Sandford F leming and Dav id Hanna 
come to mind . 

The generation of doers was supported 
or fol lowed by newspaper reporters, who 
filled columns in their publications w i th ra i l ­
way facts and their interpretations of trans­
portation events. 

Today present raiifans and transit fans, 
often tend to forget the work done by the 
generations of fans and others that separate 
us from those early recorders of history. Ra i l ­
way and transit history like a l l history is an 
evolution and we are part of that process. 

Fol lowing, the builders and the newspa­
per people, and whi le time becomes blurred, 
we were soon to see people interested pr i ­
mari ly in ra i lway and transit subjects starting 
to wri te about them. Most of this group were 
retired railroaders tel l ing stories about their 
early days w i th a railway. Yes, they may have 
shown a wrong date, or may have mixed up 
a location, but the general setting of their 
stories and the details of the local conditions 
o f the time make these stories come alive in 
a way that makes us stop just to visualise 
them from their earlier perspective. 

It was probably the gap between the first 
and second wor ld wars that saw the first 
major group of people not directly involved 
in either rai l roading or the news business 
that began to seriously study guided ground 
transportation and write about it. It is this 

group to wh i ch I wou ld like to tip my hat 
and say thanks! Probably the two most pro­
lific writers of Canadian rai lway historical 
subjects .were Robert R. Brown and Omer S. 
A . Lavallee. A sk im through my collection of 
Canadian rai lway articles from publications 
like the Railwcr/ and Locomotive Historical 

Society also shows names l ike Charles E. 
Fishe? Jo hn Loye, Mary G. S. Cummings, 
Lawrence Doherty and W. M . Spriggs, along 
w i t h others i n their byl ines. Loca l ly i n 
Toronto, we had Andrew Merrilees and Dou­
glas W. Knowles, who spent many hours 
digging and recording the events related to 
ra i l and transit subjects. The east had Major 
C. Warren Anderson, busi ly col lecting ra i l ­
w a y information. A n d whi le I don't have that 
much on western Canada, I expect they have 
a few names that helped lay the base for the 
present generations to work from. 

As I mentioned, it is not my intent to 
slight any of the people who are today en­
gaged in bu i ld ing the data banks o f rai lway 
data for the next generations. Also, I am 
certain I have missed many of our predeces­
sors, but I do consider that we should re­
member that the wal ls of rai lway and transit 
knowledge were started many moons ago, 
and let's not forget those people who took 
the time to record the events o f our hobby " 

This may we l l be a good place to raise a 
related topic - electronic data banks. Don't 
let the words scare you l Most of you proba­
b ly guessed long ago the important role the 
electronic media have in the production of 
Rail and H-ansic, and that I have been work­
ing for some time at putt ing more and more 
ra i lway and transit history data on computer 

Whi le I had concerns about prematurely 
publ ic is ing some o f our goals, a recent tele­
phone conversation brought into focus the 
feet that perhaps the earlier we raise the 
subject the bette? i f only to avoid dupl ica­
t ion of effort. 

One o f my concerns has been in what 
form to put our computer data, i n order that 
it w i l l be the most useful to the most people. 
I believe we have a fair part o f this learning 
curve behind us! So where do we go? Whi le 
I w i l l be contacting a number o f people 
directly I wou ld also like to throw this out to 
our readers i n general. Let us hear your 
views on the subject. What should be the 
scopie and form of any electronic data bank? 

To pul l the covers back just a little, to 
date we have the Society's first 25 Bulletins 

w i t h graphics as we l l as about 20 years of 
Neivsietcers w i t h graphics on C D - R O M . We 
also have numerous news items fmm news­
papers, early C N magazines and Canadian 

RaUwqy and Marine World. 

This should become one way to pass on 
the hours of research of that various re­
searchers and fens have several over the past 
generation of so! What are your comments? 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC 
ST. LAWRENCE & HUDSON 

Q U E B E C LINE SALES 
O n August 25 , St. Lawrence and Hudson 
announced that Genesee Rai l -One (GRO) was 
the prefefred candidate to. buy the Trois-
Rivieres and Lachute Subdivisions, between 
Quebec City, Montrea l , and H u l l . Details of 
the agreement, are confidential, but the sale 
is expected to close i n mid-November. The 
CPR put the lines up for sale i n January 
1997, and received 13 expressions of interest. 

If the deal is-f inalised, the lines w i l l be 
operated by a new GRO subsidiary, Les 
Chemins de fer Quebec-Gatineau. The sale 
involves about 590 k m of track, inc luding the 
Lachute Sub. segment between Saint-
August in and Thurso that was closed in 
October 1995, but has not been dismantled. 
The new rai lway w i l l have its operating base 
i n the S t L & H Outremont yard i n Montrea l . 

The lines to be sold serve approximately 
70 customers, and have a traffic base of more 
than 35 000 orig inat ing and terminat ing 
carloads of freight annually. Traffic consists 
o f paper and forest products,, chemicals, and 
bulk commodit ies, especially gra in to 
transhipment points on the St. Lawrence 
River. S t L & H w i l l continue to serve its 
customers located in Quebec City, through an 
agreement w i th the new operator. -CPR 

KLR A S S I G N M E N T S 
Current operations on StL&H's Kawartha 
Lakes Ra i lway internal short l ine are based 
around three work assignments. Assignment 
1, as it is known , is a n 8 to 10 hour 
assignment w i t h a home terminal at 
Havelock. Hours of work are 12:00 to 20 :00 
or 22 :00, Monday to Friday, w i t h a three-
person crew, of a locomotive engineer, 
conductor and one brakeman. This 
assignment often works to Nephton and Blue 
Mounta in . 

Assignment 2 is a n 8 to 10 hour 
assignment, home terminal Peterborough, 
hours of work 07:00 to 15:00/17:00, 

Monday to Friday, w i th a two-person crew. 
This job switches around Peterborough. 

Assignment 3 is a 10 to 12 hour 
assignment, at Havelock, from, 20 :00 to 
06:00/08:00, Monday to Friday, w i th a two-
person crew. 

IRON H I G H W A Y MISHAP 
Early in the afternoon on August 13, the 
front of the last trailer on S t L & H Train 121, 
the Iron Highway, shifted to the right and 
struck the supports for the overpass of 
County Road 44, just east of Bedell, Ontario, 
near M i l e 103.4 of the Winchester 
Subdivis ion. The trailer was heavily damaged, 
but remained upright on the car. 

The train was stopped around M i l e 104.5 
after being notif ied by track workers who 
observed the damaged trailer as it passing on 
the tra in. Track workers then inspected the 
switch stands on the north side of the r i ia in 
l ine, wh i ch appeared to have been hi t by the 
trailer. The road was also closed for a t ime, 
to inspect the overpass for damage. 

-Rich Stev/an via CPRSOO 

M A N I T O U W A D G E SUB. C L O S E D 
Service was discontinued on Ju l y 4 on CPR's 
64 k m Manitouwadge Subdivision, wh i ch 
connects w i th the ma in l ine Heron Bay Sub. 
at Struthers, about 50 k m east of Marathon. 
This is one of the first lines to have service 
discontinued under the provisions of the 
Canada Transportation Act, wh i ch require the 
ra i lway to solicit private-sector or government 
buyers for lines proposed for e l iminat ion. No 
satisfactory offers were received by the CPR 
for this l ine. -CPR 

N O T E S 
O n Labour Day the Gait Subdiv is ion through 
Mississauga was closed for a day to a l low 
new pedestrian underpasses to be instal led at 
the Highway 10 crossing, just east of 
Cooksvil le GO Station. The work is part of 
widening the road underpass, by using the_ 
existing sidewalk space for two extra traffic 
lanes. —Mississauga News via Hester Smith 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
ICR T O BE S O L D 

C N announced at the end of Ju l y that it w iU 
seek buyers for 484.6 k m of its former 
Intercolonial Rai lway l ine between Moncton , 
N.B., and Mont-Jo l i , Quebec. The entire 
Newcastle Subdivision, from Pacific Junct ion 
in Moncton to Campbellton, and the port ion 
of the Mont -Jo l i Sub. from Mont -Jo l i to 
Campbel l ton, w i l l be included in the sale. 
Initial bids were to be submitted by the end 

of August, w i th the sale expected to close this 
year. 

The sale wou ld remove from CN's 
network the less-busy of its two Montreal-
Monc t on lines. The former Nat ional 
Transcontinental Ra i lway from Monc ton to 
Saint-Andre Jet., v ia Edmundston, wou ld 
become CN's only route to the Marit imes, 
and wou ld be mainta ined as part of the core 
network. 

The new operator on the ICR wou ld serve 
customers located a long the northeast New 
Brunswick coast, wou ld host the Montreal-
Halifax/Gaspe passenger service operated by 
VIA, and wou ld interchange w i t h the Societe 
de Chemin de Fer Bale des Chaleuis at 
Matapedia . The sale w i l l affect 107 C N 
employees. 

Un l ike some recent l ine sales by CN, of 
minimal ly -mainta ined branch lines, the ICR 
sale w i l l transfer a secondary m a i n l ine i n 
good condi t ion and w i t h significant traffic. 
The Newcastle Sub. stiR has some Class 4 
track, w i t h a speed l im i t of 75 and 70 m.p.h. 
track, and some stretches of welded ra i l . The 
section of the M t . J o l i Sub. to be sold has 55 
to 65 m.p.h passenger t ra in speed l imits. 

C N is retaining the remainder of the 
Mont -Jo l i Sub., from Mont -Jo l i to Saint-
Andre Jet., because this l ine segment is 
busie? due to the traffic carried westward 
from the Matane Sub./Canada and Gulf 
Terminal Railway, w h i c h jo ins the ICR at 
Mont -Jo l i . 

HAGERSVILLE SUB . LEASED 
Ra iL ink has an agreement i n principle w i th 
C N to lease for 21 years the Hagersville 
Subdiv is ion i n Ontario, from Nanticoke to 
Brantford, a long w i t h CN's H & N W spur 
serving Hamilton 's north-end industr ial area. 
Togethe? the lines handle over 35 000 
carloads a year. Ra i l i nk ' s two new 
acquisitions w i l l increase their total track 
mileage operated to almost 1800 k m . 

, Ra iL ink operations on the Hagersville 
Subdiv is ion began on September 20. The 
Hami l t on deal is expected to close i n 
December —Canada News Wire 

T R A C K S IN ORILLIA 
In late August, Or i l l ia city counci l overturned 
an earlier decision and voted to not purchase 
abandoned C N tracks i n Or i l l ia for a potential 
short line, freight, or tourist operation. The 
trackage is part of the fragmented 
Newmarket Subdivis ion, closed as a through 
route i n September 1996, and now lifted 
between Al landale, i n the south part of 
Barrie, and Rama, east of Or i l l ia . The city 
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counc i l decision was made because of the 
h i gh purchase price for the ra i lway l ine. 

Disused trackage left i n Or i l l ia consists of 
the l ine from Rama to the former C N Ori l l ia 
station, and a piece of the M id l and 
Subdiv is ion, about two kilometres long, 
heading as far north as the facilities of a 
former shipper. The city counci l is now 
considering merely buy ing the right-of-way 
f rom C N , wi thout the tracks. 

-/on Wilson vio CN£T 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
GASPE A G R E E M E N T 

V IA has negotiated five-year agreements w i t h 
the two private railways i n the Gaspe area for 
the continued operation of VIA's Chaleur on 

the former C N Matapedia-Gaspe l ine. The 
agreement w i th Baie-des-Chaleurs Railway, a 
subs id ia ry o f the Qudbec R a i l w a y 
Corporat ion, took effect i n early June, and 
covers the port ion of the l ine between 
Matapedia and Chandler. The other 
agreement) between VIA and the Gaspe 
Ra i lway Corporation was to take effect as 
soon as the local ly-owned operator finalises 
its purchase, from CN, of the rai lway between 
Chandler and Gaspe. 

V IA notes that since 1993, when the tra in 
was equipped w i th rebuilt H E P l cars, 
inc lud ing a Skyl ine dome ca? ridership has 
steadily increased in the Gaspe, V IA has 
recently negotiated an agreement w i t h a U.S.-
based tour operator to sel l tours on the 
Chaleur, and the agreement was expected to 
generate at least 2000 bookings i n 1997 . 

- W A ml Canada 

N O T E S 
Amtrak GE P32 515 headed the eastbound 
V IA/Amt iak International into Toronto from 
Chicago on September 1, 'and fan back to 
Chicago on September 2 on the westbound 
counterpa.rt. N o r m a l power is a V IA F 4 0 P H . 
• The recent conversion of several 3300-
series LRC coaches to club cars was 
temporary, wh i l e 3400-series VIA 1 LRC cars 
were being shopped. The 3300s have reverted 
to their former coach configuration. • C N has 
deferred again the abandonment of the 
section of the Montmagny Subdiv is ion 
through Levis. —Brian Ellis and 

Gerry Burridge via CNET. Dave Stremes 

OTHER PASSENGER RAILWAYS 
C A P E B R E T O N S T U D Y 

B C A Holdings of Sydney, w i t h the 
part ic ipat ion of the Cape Breton County 
Economic Development Authority, has issued 
a request for proposals to conduct an 
assessment of the, feasibil ity of passenger 
ra i lway service between Sydney and Hal i fax. 
The assessment wo i l l d be of the overall 
feasrlrrh'ty o f the service, inc lud ing market ing, 

operations, regulatory requirements, and 
preparation of a business p lan . The request 
notes that the assessment is contingent upon 
conf irmation of appropriate funding. 
Proposals were to be received by September 
15. The operation wou ld be k n o w n as the 
Silver Dart Railway, commemorat ing the 
name of the first powered aircraft i n the 
Bri t ish Empire, wh i ch made its first flight 
near Baddeck, Cape Breton, i n 1909. 

V IA passenger service between Hal i fax 
and Sydney ended i n January 1990, as one o f 
the many service cuts made that month . 
Since then, the l ine between Truro and Cape 
Breton has passed from C N to Cape Breton 
and Central Nova Scotia Rai lway operation. 
The C B & C N S are on record as be ing w i l l i n g 
to work w i t h anyone want ing to restart 
passenger service, a l though the freight 
ra i lway is not interested i n operating the 
service themselves. — Gfen Smith via CNET 

A M T BLAINVILLE SERVICE 
Service was increased on the commuter t ra in 
service between Blainvi l le and Park Avenue 
station in Montrea l on August 18. There are 
now four inbound trains and two outbound 
trains i n the morning rush hou? and four 
outbound trains and two inbound trains i n 
the afternoon rush hour. A second train-set 
has been assigned to the service to a l l ow for 
the service increase. Both train-sets are now 
made up of an A M T GP9 and four gallery 
cars, w i t h the locomotive at the north 
(Blainvil le) end of the tra in. 

Times of trains leaving from Blainvi l le are 
at 06 :05 , 06:45, 07:40, and 08:35 i n the 
morning, and at 16:45 and 17:40 in the 
afternoon. The trains leave Park Avenue at 
06:55 and 07:50 i n the morning, and 16:00, 
16:55, 17:50, and 18:30 in the afternoon. 

—Vernon Ikeda, Tom Box, Jim Hay 

RIGAUD C L O S U R E T H R E A T 
The A M T is considering the e l iminat ion o f 
passenger service between Dor ion and 
Rigaud, as early as this fall. The . commuter 
t ra in operator runs trains 111 and 112, a 
morning eastbound and afternoon westbound 
tra in, between Rigaud and Terminus 
Windsor. The only two stations on the l ine 
beyond Dor ion are Hudson and. R igaud. 
Under the terms of the contract between the 
A M T and the railway, the two trains could be 
taken off on thirty days notice. The much 
busier part of the former CP commuter line, 
between Dor ion and Montreal , is not under 
threat of closure. 

The two trains are the only trains o n the 
SL&H's M & O Subdivision, w h i c h has no 
freight service, but retains automatic b lock 
signals and 70 m.p.h. speed l imits from its 
days as a m a i n l ine between Montrea l and 
Ottawa. Between 80 and 100 passengers each 
day use the t ra in west of Dor ion, and i f the 
trains are el iminated, service to Hudson and 

Rigaud may be mainta ined by bus 
connections w i t h trains at Dor ion. 

-Jim Sondilands via CPjSOO 

S O U T H S I M C O E N O T E S 
The South Simcoe is p lanning to operate 
steam trains every Saturday and Stmday unt i l 
the end of Novembe? w i t h possible operation 
as late as Christmas or New Year's. Dur ing 
the fa l l co lour season, trains wf l l also run on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, i n the 
first three weeks i n October • O n June 28, 
the . handover of equipment from the 
ownership of the Ontario R a i l Foundation to 
the South Simcoe Ra i lway took place. This 
includes ex-CPR 2-6-0 locomotive 1057 and 
the operable coach fleet. Locomotive 136 was 
not involved i n the handove? as i t is owned 
privately. • Work o n 1057 is proceeding, and 
the locomotive received its boi ler certification 
fo l lowing hydrotesting, and is being readied 
for further testing and possible operation this 
yea? after a long period o f inactivity. • 
Coach 74 was painted and lettered, 
complet ing its overhaul, wh i ch includes new 
upholstery and a ful l interior paint ing. 
Combinat ion car 321 has also received a n 
exterior repainting i n tuscan red. -SSR 

PRIVATE C A R TRIP 
For the 20 th annua l convention of the 
Amer ican Associat ion of Private Rai l road Car 
Owners, Inc., the group chose Nor th Conway, 
New Hampshire , as its destination. Most of 
the t ra in o f private cars was put together i n 
Chicago for the tr ip to New Hampshire, and 
a few others were added i n Montrea l . The 

•route o f the t ra in inc luded Conrail 's Chicago 
Line f rom Chicago to Syracuse, Conrail 's 
Montrea l Secondary and Montrea l Branch 
from Syracuse to Cecile, then CN's 
Va l l ey f i e ld , K ings t on , a n d M o n t r e a l 
subdi-visions to reach Montrea l . 

The run from Syracuse to Montrea l took 
place on August 3 1 . The t ra in consisted of 
Amtrak P40 units 823 and 814 plus 23 
various private cars. Customs inspection took 
place at Hunt ingdon, Quebec, between 16:15 
and 18 :00 . The t ra in then proceeded to 
Montrea l , stopping at Dorva l briefly at 21:25 
to a l low some passengers to alight. 

O n September 2, the t ra in departed 
Montrea l and travelled via C N , St. Lawrence 
and Atlantic, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
and Conway Scenic railways to reach 
Crawford Notch, then Nor th Conway. 

The tra in left Nor th Conway on 
September 5 to begin retracing the route to 
Montrea l . The t ra in returned to Montrea l on 
September 6, and was he ld overnight at VIAs 
Mont rea l Maintenance Centre. O n September 
7, the t ra in left Montrea l and headed to 
Rouses Point v ia CN's Rouses Point 
Subdiv is ion, then returned to Chicago v ia the 
D & H to Albany, thence west on the Conrai l 
ma in l ine. —Sean Robitailk 
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VIA RAIL CANADA 
CANADIAN D E R A I L M E N T 

Eastbound Train 2, the Canadian, derailed 
early i n the morning^ o f . Wednesday, 
September 3 a t , Oban, Saskatchewan (65 
miles west of Saskatoon, M i l e 8.6 on the 
Wainwright Subdivis ion) . One womap 'd i ed in 
the accident, antj. 17 other people were 
hospitalisedwithnop-Hfe-threateninginjuries. 
The t ra in had V IA F4OPH-2S 6437 and 6447 
and 19 cars. The two locomotives and the 
first 13 cars derailed, w i t h the last six cars 
staying on the tracks. 

The cause of the derailment appears to 
have been a break i n the lead axle of the 
second VIA locomotive. The a larm systems on 
6447 had activated two days before the 
accident. After an inspection, .the unit was 
permitted to leave Vancouve? but the crew 
were again gett ing these alarms near 
Chi l l iwack. The V IA shop foreman instructed 
the engine crew to reset the alarms and then 
disconnect the system (a practice that is not 
imknown ) . A t Jaspe? the C N shop personnel 
apparently saw noth ing wrong. 

Wh i l e c leaning up the derailment, C N 
detoured trains by the prair ie north line, 
north from Saskatoon to Warmah, then west 
to Nor th Battleford and Edmonton. The m a i n 
Hne was reopened at 16:00 on Friday, 
September 5. 

I Vhen " Train 2 derailed, i t had this 
consist: F40PH-2s 6437 and 6447; baggage 
car 8607; coaches 8111 , 8121 , and 8115 ; 
d in ing room car 8406-Champlain; Skyl ine 
8502 ; sleeping cars S3Q5-Bayfield Manor, 

8323~Dujferin Manor, and 8340-Stuart 

Manor, Skyl ine. 8501 ; sleeping cars 8 3 3 8 -
Rogers Manor, 8322—Dninimond Manor, 

8329-Heame Manor, and 8303-Amherst 

Manor; Skyl ine 8516 ; sleeping cars 8 3 2 8 -
Grant Manor, 8221 -Chateau Radissoii, and 
8336—MonckManor, and dome-observation-
sleeping car 8710—Prince Albert Park, 

The two locomotives and the' first 13 
cars, to Heame Manor, derailed. The last six 
cars, f rom Amherst Manor to the ta i l end, 
remained on the track. Aer ia l photos 
publ ished i n newspapers show that Hearne 

Manor remained upright and coupled to 
Amherst Manor, so the derailment of that car 

may have been very minor. Dnimmond 

Manor remained upright on the right-of-way, 
but can be seen i n the photos to have been 
derailed. The cars ahead of Dnimmond Manor 

were derailed more seriously. 
The nine cars from Rogers Manor to 

Prince Albert Park were moved east from the 
derailment site on C N Train 402-04. Rogers 

Manor and Dnimmond Manor were left i n 
Saskatoon on September 5. The other seven 
undamaged cars were taken to Winnipeg, and 
arrived there on September 6, to be added to 
a westbound Train 1. 

—]im Brock, Dean Ogle, Victoria Times-Cohnist, 

Mike Swick via CNET, VIA, Tom Box 

H O W VIA R E S U M E D OPERAT IONS 
The train-set from the tra in wh i ch derailed 
wou ld normal ly ha've arrived i n Toronto on 
September 4, and wou ld normal ly have 
turned and left again as Train I on 
September 6. But because of the derailment, 
there was no train-set ready i n Toronto for 
the westbound departure on September 6. A 
short replacement train-set 'was assembled 
from spare cars i n Toronto and Montrea l and ' 
cars w h i c h had been . running, i n eastern 
service on the Ocean and Chaleur. 

Train 1 left Toronto on September 6 w i t h 
this' eight-car consist: F4.0PH-2s 6415 and 
6400; baggage ' c a r 8610; coaches 8124, 
8 1 3 5 , . a n d 8130; d in ing room car 8 4 0 2 -
Alexandra; Skyl ine 8503 ; sleeping car 8 3 2 7 -
Fraser Manor, and dome-observation-sleeping 
car 8714-Strathcona Park. 

In Winnipeg, enough addit ional cars were 
assembled to form a train-set of the norma l 
length. Three cars from Vancouver had been 
added to Train 2 on September 4, to be taken 
to Winnipeg. Two cars were drawn from the 
equipment pool for the Hudson Bay at 
Winnipeg. These, and a l l of the undamaged 
cars from the tra in wh i ch derailed, except for 
Prince Albert Park, were added to Train 1 i n 
Winnipeg. The result was a tra in identical to 
the usual summertime consist of the 
Canadian, except for the substitution of a 
second din ing room car for one Skyline, two 
Chateau sleeping cars to replace two Manor 

cars, and the use of two former U.S. coaches 
instead of the usual ex-CPR coaches. 

W h e n it left Winnipeg, the consist of 
Train 1 was: F40s 6415 and 6400; baggage 
car 8610 ; coaches 8124^ 8135, and 8130; 
d in ing room car 8402-Alexandra; Skyline 

8503 ; sleeping cars 8327-Fraser Manor, 

8227-ChSteau Varennes, and 8329-Heame 

Manor, Skyl ine 8516; sleeping cars 8 3 0 3 -
Amhersi Manor, 8328-Grant Manor, 8 2 2 1 -

' Chateau Radisson, and 8336-Mci/ ick : Manor, 

din ing room car 8411 -Imperial; sleeping cars 
8310-Brock Manor, •8319-Dawson Manor, 

and 8226-Chateaii Salabeny; and, br inging 
up the rear, 8714-Strathcona Park. 

—Tom Box 

N E W VIA STATION IN E D M O N T O N 
By about the end of this yea? V IA should 
f inal ly be out o f the basement of the CN 
Tower office bu i ld ing i n Edmonton, where 
the stat ion has been located since the 1960s. 
The 'VIA stat ion w i l l move to a new 5000-
square-foot faci l i ty near the city's munic ipa l 
airport. The project has already passed 
through the p larming stages. Construction 
was expected to begin i n September 

SHORT LINES. 
H U D S O N BAY RAILWAY 

O m n i T R A X of Denve? Colorado, purchased 
the Port of Church i l l facilities from Canada 
Ports Corporat ion on September 3. This 
makes Church i l l the first privatised Canadian-
port. In August, O m n i T R A X had prrrchased 
the railway, l ine to Church i l l , from .CN, but 
that deal 'vvas not made f inal rmti l the port 
purchase was complete. 

The Hudsori Bay Rai lway subsidiary of 
O m n i T R A X now operates lines north of The 
Pas; the first -HBR t ra in ran on August.2'0. 

The H B R and the Hudson Bay ' Port 
Company jo int ly should provide 175 jobs. 
The short-line company is banking on 
a l u m i n u m hopper cars to cany grain to the 
terminal , to make ' a profit f rom a tradit ional 
money-losing l ine. C N . tested alrrrrrimrm 
hoppers i n the fa l l of 1996 and formd them 
suitable for carrying grain. O m n i T R A X plans 
to diversify exports through Church i l l to 
include barley drmrm, peas, lentils, and 
canola. . 

The company has also signed a letter of 
intent to buy two C N lines i n northwestern 
Saskatchewan, tota l l ing 279 miles. One l ine 
runs north from Warman Junct ion to a point 
just north of Prince Albert; the second runs 
north from Speers Junct ion , to the end of the 
track at Meadow Lake. These lines should 
feed grain to. the Church i l l terminal . 

C E N T R A L W E S T E R N RAILWAY 
The Central Western Rai lway probably w i l l be 
dismantled i n sections because of the closure 
of many gra in elevators. The l ine north of 
Donalda was be ing taken out this summer 
Sections south of B i g Valley -wfll be 
dismantled after Octobe? and between 
Meet ing Creek and B ig VaUey by the end of 
M a r c h 1998. The steam-locomdtive trips 
operated by Alberta Prair ie Steam Tours are 
threatened, as are the tourist businesses of a 
number of towns on the railway. A heritage 
society i n Stettler received a $125 000 grant 
from-the pro'vince o f Alberta to cover a down 
payment to buy a 32 k m piece of track 
between Stettler and B i g VaUey from CWR. 
The society is .trying to raise funds to save the 
rest of the l ines. , -Western Producer 
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RAILINK BUYS F O R M E R N A R LINE 
Ra iL ink Investments has acquired the 200-
mi le section of CN , former Northern Alberta 
Rai lways, track between Boyle and Lynton, 
Alberta. The l ine is operating as the Lakeland 
Waterways Division of Ra iL ink . As of 
September 3, the new operator was running 
trains several times as week; four Ra iL ink 
GP9s are based in Lac La Biche. -CNET 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
GRAIN DELAYS 

In early September, C N was hampered in 
del ivering grain to Prince Rupert because 
ships were not removing the grain as fast as 
the ra i lway was delivering it. C N had 2100 
loaded grain cars destined for Prince Rupert 
wa i t ing for space at the terminal . Dur ing 
August, grain deliveries by C N to .Prince 
Rupert were running ahead of schedule. 

A C N grain t ra in derailed on August 6 
east of Kane, Man i toba . Eight hopper cars of 
the 23-car t ra in were derailed. Kane is on the 
secondary l ine between Elg in and Morr is . 

C O N R A D A C C I D E N T I N Q U E S T 
A coroner's inquest at Kamloops i n August 
was to ld that the m u d slide that led to the 
deaths of two C N workers last M a r c h 
happened 90 minutes before the vict ims' t ra in 
derai led. A massive m u d slide came down the 
mounta in and washed out the ground 
imdemeath the tracks. The slide wasn't 
detected at the ra i l traffic control centre in 
Edmonton because there was no break in the 
rai ls. The inquest was to ld b y a geotechnical 
engineer hired by C N that improvements 
made to the Trans-Canada Highway in 1960 
just above the crash site caused the earth to 
wash out. Since, the accident, there has been 
a n increase in the number .o f patrols of the 
l ine , and washout detectors- have been 
instal led at the accident scene. 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY 
SPECIAL TRAINS 

The CPR has operated several- special 
passenger trains i n B.C. and Alberta recently. 

O n August 14 and 23 , CP leased two 
3200-series passenger coaches, f rom Rocky 

- Mounta ineer Rai ltours for day trips for 
investors and customers from Calgary to 
Banff Con August 14) , and Calgary to F ie ld 
(on August 23) . 

O n August 27 , CP A C 4 4 0 0 C W 9528 
(cleaned up for the occasion), and business 
cars Assiniboine and Mount Stephen left 
Kamloops. On board-were GE management 
guests en route to Lake Louise. 

O n August 3 1 , CP ran a passenger extra 
east from - Vancouver to Banff. Equipment 
used was CP SD40-2s 5930 and 5981 w i th 
CPR business car Assiniboine, R M R big dome 
9502, and CP's business car Mount Stephen. 

t h e tra in was chartered by Microsoft's B i l l 
Gates. —Rob Scrimgeour, Dean Ogle 

C O - P R O D U C T I O N TESTS 
CPR crews w i l l be operating on CN tracks in 
the Eraser and Thompson canyons in 
November. CP and CN engineers from 
Kamloops and Vancouver w i l l be taking a 
two-week training session learning each 
others' routes through the canyons. The p lan 
is to ini t ia l ly run several loaded trains west 
over the C N and empties east over CP. 

—PfiiV Mason via Dean Ogie 

OTHER RAILWAYS 
B C RAIL N O T E S 

Some of the trackage between Fort St. J o h n 
and Fort Nelson on the Fort Nelson 
Subdi-vision is i n bad shape, especially near 
the muskeg at M i l e 810. Trains are 
operating, but are l imited to 40 cars, and 
traffic is backlogged. W i th shorter trains, 
there has been a shortage of crews. 
Businesses served by B C R on this l ine are. 
suffering from the slower service. 

A consort ium of three companies is 
p lanning to open an open-pit coal mine ' i n 
early .1998 at W i l l ow Creek, near Chetwynd. 

On Thursday August 21 , B C R operated a 
steam-powered passenger extra to Squamish 
for a convention. The eight-car t ra in was 
powered by 3716. —Jim Johnston via E>ean Ogie 

A M E R I C A N O R I E N T EXPRESS . 
The U.S. luxury cruise train American Orient 
Express made two -round trips across the 
country in August and September. The tra in 
left from Vancouver on Augus t ' 12 and 26 , 
and from Montrea l on August . 19 and 
September 2. Three VIA F40s (on the first 
trip, 6415, 6401, and 6446) powered the 
train, .which had the fo l lowing consist: 
Baggage-crew car 800643—Son Anton/o • 
2235-GronJ Canyon 

Crew sleeping car 2223—Pacific Star 

Dining car 800308-C/i;cogo • 
Dining car 800301 -Zurich 

Sleeping car/dining car 800050—Montec/td 
Club car 80031 I -Rocky Aiountoin 
Sleeping car 800255-Ber/in 
Sleeping car 80023 I -Monte Carlo 

Sleeping car 800297-Istanbul 

Oub car 800310-Seott/e '• 
Sleeping car 800109-V/enno 
Sleeping car 800258-Wosb/ngton 
Sleeping car 800298-Rori i 
Parlour car/observation car 800321 - N e w York 
The A O E arrived back in 'Vancouver on 
September 8. After wheel inspection, four 
cars - Vienna, Berlin, Montecito, and Paris — 

were held in Vancouver for a day or two for 
repair, whi le the remainder of the train was 
taken south to Portland, Oregon, by BNSF. 

—Paul Bioxham, Pierre Bedard, 

Dave Stremes. Dean Ogle 

IN T 

S c o t t Hask i l l 
Ashford Hall, 2520 Bloor Street West #15 

Toronto, Ontario M6S IRS 
E-Mail: 72154.133 I©compuserve.com 

TORONTO 
S U B W A Y FIRE 

A dramatic subway fire occurred i n the 
evening of August 6, causing the shut-do-wn 
for the rest of the evening of the Danforth 
subway, east of Broadview Stat ion. The fire 
was caused when 400 rubber ra i l pads were 
ignited by a n u n k n o w n cause. The pads were 
surplus from the construction of the subway 
i n 1966, and had been stored since that t ime 
i n an area on the west side of the 'wye that 
connects Greenwood subway yard "with the 
m a i n l ine, between Donlands and Greenwood 
stations. 

The fire required the emergency 
evacuation of two trains -with approximately 
2000 passengers on board. Donlands, Pape, 
Green"wood and Woodbine stations were also 
evacuated. The venti lat ion fans activated to 
clear the tunnels.sent large, visible plumes of 
smoke skyward from the fan shafts i n nearby 
streets and sidewalks. 

About $500 000 of damage was done, 
inc luded the destruction of newly-installed 
fibre-optic -lines, and t h e , severing. of 
communicat ions cabl ing to the Scarborough 
RT, shutt ing that automated, l ine for a brief 
per iod unt i l . loca l control could he established 
at Kennedy Stat ion. There was . no significant 
structural damage.or damage to ro l l ing stock. 
Some .customers a n d . fire fighters were 
admitted to hospital due to the effects of 
smoke, but there were, no-serious injuries. 

The subway reopened almost on schedule 
the next morn ing , a l though Donlands Station 
had to be cleaned twice before customers 
could use it. About 75 buses were on hand 
the next morn ing to n m a shuttle service, i n 
case the subway could not be operated, but 
the buses were not needed. 

In the aftermath o f the fire, detailed 
inspections o f the entire subway system were 
carried out, and flammable materials were 
identified and removed. Upgra.Jes to the 
vent i lat ion system w i l l l ike ly be carried out, 
inc luding the instal lat ion of addit ional fans 
and fan shafts. In the weeks after the 
incident the TTC instituted a more-cautipus 
approach to reports of smoke or burning 
smells i n stations, frequently halt ing subway 
operations unt i l the source of the smoke 
could be identified and corrected. 
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RTS BUS IN T O R O N T O 
A n RTS bus arrived at the TTC's Hi l lcrest 
complex on September 3, newly-pain ted in 
TTC colours. By the next day, the bus had 
been lettered, numbered (1000, outside the 
historical number range for TTC city buses), 
and set up for TTC operation, out of Eg l inton 
Div is ion. 

The TTC has purchased two new RTS 
buses for evaluation. This bus is not one of 
them, but is a demonstrator prowded to the 
TTC for early evaluation of the bus type. The 
bus was bui l t i n December 1995, and has 
about 23 000 miles on the odometer. The 
interior is to MTA-New York City Transit 
standard, complete w i t h hard plastic blue 
seats, and New York-style lettering. The bus 
has a wheelchair lift at the rear (which 
effectively reduces the rear door to single-
stream), and a kneel ing, narrow, front door. 
It has front, side, and rear' electronic 
destination signs. The bus carries a New 
Mexico license plate at the rear. 

Wh i l e (he bus was being outfitted for TTC 
operation, i t was taken to a meeting of the 
Commiss ion on September 8, where it was 
shown off commissioners and the media. At 
that same meeting, the TTC approved the 
purchase of 100 R J S buses from NovaBus, i n 
addit ion to the two demonstrator buses 
ordered i n June (June-July 1997 Rail and 

Transit). The order w iU be delivered from 
mid-1998, and the buses w i l l inc lude a new 
wider front door 

Q U E E N S W A Y W O R K 
Work that w i l l signif icantly change the 
appearance o f the TTC's Queensway private 
right-of-way streetcar track sect ion began on 
September 2 . O n the sect ion between 
Parkside Drive and South Kingsway, the open 
track w i l l have ballast removed, replaced, a n d 
tamped. More significantly, new overhead on 
centre poles w i l l be instal led, replacing the 
long sparOs suspended from curbside poles. 
The centre pole instal lat ion requires that the 
devi l strip between the track be widened, to 
make room for the deep concrete- caissons 
used to support the bol ted poles, w h i c h w i l l 
be s imi lar to those instal led i n 1996 at the 
new Exh ib i t i on Loop. ^ 

A t the three intersections on the affected 
section, the track w i l l be completely replaced, 
and new passenger platforms bui l t . 
Elsewhere, the reballasting is be ing carried 
out w i t h the exist ing track i n place, and rails, 
ties, and tie-plates w i l l not be changed. A 
smal l ballast undercutter and tie tamper have 
been rented f rom a Pennsylvania firm, and 
both have been regauged to TTC gauge. The 
overhead and track work is scheduled to be 
finished by November 22, and in the 
meantime the eastern hal f o f the 501-Queen 
route, and a l l of 508-Lake Shore, are being 
operated w i t h buses. 

STREETCAR H O R N S 
CLRV 4167 was fitted w i th an air horn from 
a retired H-1 subway car in late August. A l l 
other TTC streetcars are equipped w i th a bell 
only, and the horn was installed to test it as 
a way of giving more warn ing to errant 
automobiles and trespassers, especially on the 
5 1 0 - S p a d i n a l ine. The test was a success, 
and fleet-wide instal lat ion w i l l proceed. The 
horn w i l l supplement the bel l , w h i c h w i l l be 
retained. Car 4123 was heard i n early 
September w i th both horn and bel l operating. 

OTHER ONTARIO CITIES 
O T T A W A FLEET P I A N S 

In 1997, 0 0 Transpo is p lanning to buy 20 
Nova Bus LPS low-floor buses, and 20 
Or ion V standard-floor buses. For 1998, 
delivery of 85 further Or ion Vs is planned. In 
both 1999 and 2000, 70 Or ion VI low-floor 
buses each year are on order. 

In addit ion to new buses, five ex-TTC 
Ikarus articulated buses have been bought for 
spare parts, and 25 ex-TTC Ikarus attics have 
been refurbished by a deale? and w i l l be 
leased to OC Transpo for three years. OC 
Transpo w i l l then retire some o f their older 
(1985) Ikarus and replacing them w i th the 
leased former TTC buses, bui l t i n 1988, i n 
order to mainta in their artic fleet at about 
110 buses. The Ikarus buses were discarded 
by the TTC because of structural problems. 

—Richard Ryczanowski via Internet 

3 0 - F O O T BUS O R D E R S 
The increasing cost of tradit ional heavy-ft.uty 
buses, and the long lead t imes f rom the 
major manufacturers, has led some transit 
agencies to purchase smaller and less-
expensive buses. 

Champion Motor Coach Inc., though its 
Canadian representative Capi ta l Bus Sales, 
has recently delivered Champion Solo low-
floor 30-foot buses to Ori l l ia and St. Thomas, 
w i th orders under construction for Markham, 
•Wughan, and R ichmond H i l l , Ontario, and 
Medic ine Hat, Alberta. Overland Customer 
Coach has delivered the first E-Z Rider 30 -
foot low-floor buses to Stratford Transit, and 
has orders for its smaller van-chassis ELF 125 
from Woodstock and Orangeville. 

The , Solo and E-Z Rider models are rear-
engined buses, available w i th o r wi thout 
centre exit doors, and typical of the type of 
bus used i n the past i n airport and corporate 
shuttle operations. In the case of the jo int 
Vaughan/Markham/Richmond H i l l orde? 
early availabil i ty of the buses, manufactured 
in Champion's Mich igan plant, was a key 
factor i n the sale. —OJTA Forum 

VANCOUVER 
RIDERSHIP A N D SERVICE LEVELS 

Ridership on the Vancouver Regional Transit 
System increased by 2.8 percent i n the year 

ending M a r c h 31 . The number of passenger 
trips on Buses, SeaBus, SkyTrain and West 
Coast Express was estimated at 222.7 
mi l l i on , up from 216.6 m i l l i on i n 1995-96. 
This is the s ixth consecutive year of increases. 

SeaBus led the way i n 1996/97 w i th an 
increase of 12.1 percent, to 5.4 mi l l i on 
passenger trips. SkyTrain also had a strong 
showing w i t h the number of passenger trips 
increasing by 7.3 percent to 42 mi l l i on . West 
Coast Express recorded 1.-44 mi l l i on 
passenger-trips i n its first ful l operating yea? 
a n average of about 600 passengers per train. 

Transit ridership i n other parts of the 
province has also increased. The number of 
trips i n the Victor ia region increased by 2 
percent to 20.1 mi l l i on . The other transit 
systems ,m B.C. showed an increase of 7.2 
percent, to 12.4 m i l l i on trips. 

N O T E S 
O n September 1, BC Transit added over 
85 000 annua l service hours to greater 
Vancouver transit service, the biggest, 
one-time increase since 1 9 9 1 . There are 
many service increases, and several new 
routes. A New Flyer low-floor bus caught 
fire whi le traversing S ix th Street i n New 
Westminster dur ing the afternoon of August 
11. Police closed the street for an hour whi le 
the blaze, confined to the . engine 
compartment, was extinguished a n d the area 
cleaned up. Newspaper photos showed a 
f ireman w i th a hose stuck i n the side of the 
bus and water pour ing out a hole chopped 
through the engine compartment door 

-Dean Ogle 

W I L D C A T STRIKE 
BC Transit bus drivers staged a wi ldcat 
wa lkout o n August 27 , last ing from the start 
of service un t i l noon. Other than a few buses 
that made i t out before 05:30, there was no 
BC Transit bus service on this day. The issue 
stemmed f rom the one-day suspension of a n 
operator who somehow got trapped between 
lowered crossing gates at the CPR Westwood 
Street crossing i n Port Coquit lam, and the 
m u c h longer suspensions given to several 
un i on officials for counsel l ing other drivers to 
deviate f rom their assigned route and go 
around the crossing, w h i c h the union 
contends is rmsafe. 

SkyTrain, SeaBus, and West Coast 
Express aU ran normal ly because striking 
drivers chose not to picket those facilities. 

To w i n back customer support after the 
disruption, a l l travel on BC Transit service i n 
the Vancouver area was complimentary on 
August 29, from start of service unt i l noon. 
Month ly FareCards holders were also invited 
to m a i l i n their expired passes to receive five 
dollars toward the purchase of a future 
month ly pass. 

—Ian Fisher via Usenet, Dean Ogle 
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C U R R E N T W O R K A T DIESEL DIVISION 
These units were seen i n various states of 
complet ion outside G M Diesel Div is ion i n 
London i n June, July, and August: 
• For Argentina, Me t ropo l i t ano G22CW-2s 

A908, A909, A910, A91 I, A912, A913, A914, 
A 9 I 5 , A 9 I 6 , A9 I7 , a n d A 9 l 8 . , . 

• For Argentina, Me t ropo l i t ano G22CU-2s 
MF70'I , MF702, MF703, MF704, and MF705. 

• Bur l ington N o r t h e r n and Santa Fe 
SD70K4CS 9803, 9804, 9805, 9806, 9807, 
9808, 9809, 9810, 9811, 9812, 9813, 9814, 
9815, 9816, 9817, 9818, 9819, 9820, 9821, 
9822, 9823, 9824, 9825, 9826, 9827, 9828, 
9829, 9830, 9831, 9832, 9833, 9834, 9835, 
9836, and 9837. 

• Canadian Nat ional SD7Sls 5731, S732, 
5733, 5734, 5735, 5736, 5737, 5738, and 
5739. 

• C S X Transportat ion SD70MACs 700, 701, 
702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 707, 708, 709, 710, 
7 1 1 , 7 1 2 , 7 1 3 , 7 1 4 , 7 1 6 , 7 1 7 , 7 1 8 , 7 1 9 , 7 2 1 , 
723, and 724. 

• Genera l Mo to r s demonstrator GT46MAC 
4000. 

• Un ion Pacific 4300-horsepower SD90MACs 
(UP class SD90/43M) 8164, 8165,8167,8168, 
8169, 8170, 8171, 8172,,8I73. 8174, 8175, 
8176, 8177, 8178, 8180, 8181, 8182, 8183, 
8184, and 8185. 

• Un ion Pacific 6000-horsepower SD90MACs 
(UP class S D 9 0 M A Q 8206 and 8207. 

The engine l isted as Metropol i tano B851 i n 
the M a y 1997 co lumn was actual ly A913 . 
The order of units B 8 5 1 - B 8 5 5 have yet to be 
bui l t . 

The General Motors demonstrator is for 
India Rai lways, painted i n the same blue, 
b lack, turquoise, and white scheme as was 
E M D demonstrator 8204 (a 6000-horsepower 
U P S D 9 0 M A C ) . G M 4000 is lettered 
" G T 4 6 M A G " on the cab, and " G M " on the 
hood. It is a prototype for a future order. 

G E T O MAINTAIN C N UNFTS 
C N has signed a deal that w i l l see General 
Electric Transportation Systems manage, 

i repai? and mainta in 118 C E Dash 8 and 
Dash 9 locomotives at Symington Yard i n 
Winnipeg . The contract began on June 1, and 
no jobs were expected to be lost. The value 

of the contract w i l l be based on the 
locomotives' monthly mileage. The change i n 
assignment means that the 2400s and 2500s 
w i l l be used pr imari ly i n transcontinental 
freight trains, and not i n Alberta—B.C. coal 
trains as they have been for several years, 
whi le based at Walker Yard i n Edmonton. 

C N ROSTER C H A N G E S 
N e w arrivals 
SD75I 5731 August 26 
SD751 5732 August 28 

Ret i rements 
513 I 17 August 27 
GMD-I H Q ! August 8 
GMD-1 II05 August 8 
GMD-I I 141 August 8 
HR6I6 2 ! 14 August 13 
M420 3571 August 8 
M420 3576 August 28 
SD40 5 I I5 August 28 
SD40 5I22 Augustus 
SD40 5153 August 6 
SD40 5I56 August .6 
SD40 5202 August 6 
GP9 702I August 28 
SI3 8700 August 6 
513 8701 August 28 
513 8703 Augusts 
513 8704 August 6 
S13 8705 August 6 
513 8706 August 6 
SI 3 8707 , August 6 
513 8708 , Augusts 
SI3 8709 Augus ts 
313 871 I Augusts 

CPR ROSTER C H A N G E S 
Ret i rements 
SWI200RS 121 I July 4 
RS18 1823 July 4 
RSI 8 1829 July 4 
C424 4245 July 4 
C424 4248 July 4 
SWI200RS 8120 June IS 
Soo GP9 404 August I I 
Soo GP9 412 August I I 
Soo SWI200 1213 August 1 I 
Soo SW1200 1220 August I I 
Soo SWI200 2122 August 11 
Soo GP9 2551 August 11 
Soo GP9 4229 August I I 
Soo GP9 4230 August I I 

C P R FAMILY PAINT N O T E S 
GP38 3004 has been painted into the green 
and yel low E & N Railfreight scheme, and at 
the end of June was at Coqui t lam wai t ing for 
striping. 

These units are currently lettered for St. 
Lawrence and Hudson: GP9 1625; SD40s 
5524, 5532, and 5542 ; SD40-2s 5593, 5614, 
5615, 5619, 5627, 5636, 5649, 5651 , 5654, 
and 5690 ; C P 3 8 7306; GP9s 8205, 8206, 
8212, and 8225. 

It has been reported that CP w i l l continue 
to letter units for the S t L & H i n the same way 
as at present, w i t h the possible addit ion of a 
smal l version of the new CPR crest. 

C A P E B R E T O N & C E N T R A L N O V A SCOT IA 
CB&CNS GP18 4 7 0 0 (the former GTW 
4700 ) , the railway's first G M unit, made its 
maiden voyage i n CB&CNS paint on June 10. 
It bears the name Gerard MacNeil. 

CB&CNS has received two CP50s for tr ia l . 
The former Bur l ington Northern 3108 and 
3109 (ordered by Frisco but delivered after 
the merger into BN) came to Cape Breton 
from RailTex's Indiana and Ohio Rai lway 
( lORY) . Whether the pair of 3500-
horsepower four-axle imits can replace three, 
or even two, of CB&CNS's ex-CN C630Ms 
remains to be seen, but even i f not, the t r ia l 
indicates that the end may be approaching 
for the o ld M L W units. 

The two GPSOs were seen passing 
through Dorva l on September 18 on C N Train 
308; the ' eng ine cons is t -was C N CP40-2 
9469, GP40 9303, l O R Y CPSOs 3108 and 
3109, and C N SW1200RSs 7107, 1360, and 
1357, and a l l the five first units were 
working . The TORY units are s t i l l i n ful l B N 
dress except that the B N logo and lettering 
on the cab side have been painted-out and a 
simple l O R Y and unit number restenciUed 
there. The B N number is s t i l l on the end of 
the long hood. 

B C R LEASES MK5000 
B C Ra i l has one M K 5 0 0 0 diesel locomotive 
on lease from MotivePower Industries, the 
successor to Morr ison-Knudsen. M P E X 9903 
has been used i n helper service out of 
Pemberton. A second M K , M P E X 9902, is 
expected i n early Octobe? to be ttsed i n 
general road service. • B C R has returned a 
number of G M tinits that had been on lease 
f rom He lm . 

F-UNIT PASSENGER N O T E S 
V IA FP9 6311 was sent to Winnipeg on the 
Canadian i n late July. The unit, newly 
equipped w i t h a HEP generate? joins 
similarly-equipped locomotives 6302 and 
6308 i n Winnipeg for Hudson Bay service. 
HEP-equipped FP9s 6300 and 6307 are based 
in Montrea l , for use on the Saguenay and 
Abitibi. 

Ontario North land has outshopped FP7 
2002, the th ird Caterpillar-engined rebuilt 
passenger unit from the ONR's Nor th Bay 
shops. The uni t sees regular use on the 
Northlander. 

Motive Power sources: Paul Bioxham, Ray 
Corley, Glenn Courtney, Paul Crozler-Smith, 
Dan Hadley, Don McQueen, Dean Ogle, Earl 
Roberts, Sean Robitaille, Glen Smith via CNET, 
FCRS Tempo jr. 
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T H E T R A I N 

Sean Robitaille 
150 Cloverdale #210 

Dorval (Quebec) H9S 3H9 

A W E E K E N D T U R N T O L O N G L E Y 
August 1 —4 

Sean Robitaille and Pat Scrimgeour 
For the August 4 long weekend, Sean 
Robitai l le and Pat Scrimgeour decided to 
make a trip eastward, pr imar i ly to examine 
abandoned and operating portions o f the o ld 
Nat iona l Transcontinental Ra i lway east of 
Joffre. 

O n Friday, August 1, after Pat arrived by 
V IA Train 64 at Dorval , the two travellers 
headed east for Joffre. 

The first s ighting of the trip was 
encountered on Autoroute 20 , w h i c h parallels 
the C N Drummondvi l l e Subdiv is ion west of 
Joffre. A n eastward intermediate block signal 
was l i t green, indicat ing that an eastbound 
was approaching from behind. A look in the 
rear-view mir ror revealed the headlights of 
the eastbound.. As it was after 22 :00 , at first 
it was assumed that the t ra in was a freight, 
as the last Ouebec City passenger t ra in and 
No. 14 should have been long,gone. Another 
glance in the mirror showed the headlight 
was gaining. W i th in a few minutes, the train 
overtook the travellers; it was a late-running 
V IA Train 14, the combined Ocean and 
Chaleur. A n d this No. 1 4 ' was a serious 
passenger train - 22 stainless-steel cars 
trailed units 6405 and 6402, making track 
speed. A very impressive sight even at night. 
However, No . 14 wou ld not beat Pat and 
Sean to Levis. They arrived at the o ld station 
w i th plenty of t ime to set up for night shots. 
O n this night. No. 14 was at the station from 
23:15 unt i l 23 :34 , mak ing three stops to 
board passengers. Upon No. 14's departure, 
the travellers decided to quit for the night. 

August 2 dawned grey and somewhat 
uninspir ing. The first stop was the yard at 
Joffre, where no overly interesting units or 
activity was noted. A trip was made over the 
Quebec Bridge to the north shore to see i f 
anything was happening there. A stop at 
StL&H's yard on the northwest corner of the 
city revealed a ma in ly empty yard a n d no 
power at a l l . No activity was seen at CN's 
L imo i lou yard, either. After that, a stop was 
made for breakfast, then back to the south 
shore via the Quebec Bridge once again. 

This was the start of the examinat ion of 
the NTR, starting w i th what is now called the 
M o n k Spur, a port ion of the former M o n k 
Subdivis ion wh i ch is sti l l operated between 
D iamond and Saint-Isidore. At Saint-Isidore 
there is a large feed m i l l at wh i ch were noted 
many covered hoppers. Several hundred feet 
east of the mi l l , the track ends and the 
former preferred freight route to the east is 
just a roadbed. Just west of Saint-Anselme, 
even the roadbed has been totally wiped out 
by a farmer for more field space. At Saint-
Anselme, a resident has moved the NTR-
design station away from the former right-of-
way and turned it into a respectable-looking 
home. 

East from Saint-Anselme, the roadbed is 
generally easy to locate except at the location 
of one of the former M o n k Sub.'s horseshoe 
curves in Saint-Malachie. Most of the f i l l and 
the bridge over the Riviere Etchemin has 
been removed, mak ing it difficult to picture 
the former track layout at this location. 
However, east of here through the hi l ls to the 
former divis ion point of Monk , the roadbed is 
easily visible as i t remains as a tra i l for 
snowmobilers. 

At M o n k (Tourville), the remains of the 
coal ing tower are the only real remnants of 
the divis ion point. A n runway for ultral ight 
aircraft was noted as occupying some of the 
former division point's yard. 

After this, it was north to La Pocatiere 
then east to the Pelletier Subdivision. By this 
time, the clouds had cleared away, leaving 
bright sunshine, but no trains were seen 
dur ing the wait unt i l sundown at the "deep 
cut" near Saint-Joseph-de-Kamouraska. 

Next, the travellers went to Riviere-du-
Loup to see what rai l action was happening 
there - none - and to check into their 
overnight accommodation. Around midnight, 
a phone cal l to the VIA toll-free l ine revealed 
that No. 14 was on time leaving Levis, so a 
trip was made up to the station for a second 
round of night shots featuring Train 14. The 
tra in was a little late, arriving at 01:00, and 
the consist was also shorter than the previous 
day (since it was not carrying the Gaspd 
section this night) at 14 cars. Regardless, it 
was st i l l a very impressive sight' at it pul led 
out of town at 01:07. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and 
sunny. After some breakfast, the first stop 
was once again the deep cut. By this time, 
10:00, the cut was fully-i l luminated, and by 
10:20 a horn was heard down on the 
Montmagny Subdivision. At 10:30, C N Train 
138 blasted through the cut w i th GP40-2s 
9604, 9566, 9457, and 9641, and 56 
intermodal cars. Wi th the passing of this 
train, the chase was on. At Pelletie? Train 
107 was found slowly advancing up the ma in 
to the home signal to wait for No. 138 to 
take the siding. No . -107 was running w i th 

SD70I 5608, GP40-2S 9421 and 9427, and 
82 cars. The travellers then headed to a point 
just south of Pelletier s id ing for another shot 
of No . 138. Next, they moved south to the 
h i l l at Vi l lage-Blier o n the east side of 
Estcouit i n t ime to photograph the t ra in as it 
crossed the fill across the end of Lac 
Pohenegamook, just barely inside the 
Canada-U.S. border. 

A t Estcoui t siding. Train 105 was wait ing 
for the southbound to pass; No . 105 had 
SD751 5714 and Dash 8 -40CM 2404 leading 
85 cars of intermodal traffic. Upon seeing the 
CE on this train, the travellers decided to 
backtrack to the Riviere Boucanee bridge 
north of Saint-Eleuthere to get some . 
reasonably well- l i t shots of this train. At 
11:55, Train 105 crossed the impressive 
trestle over this smal l river. Next, the 
venturing duo headed further south to see 
what other trains cou ld be intercepted. 

A stop was made at Ri-viere-Bleue to take • 
a look at the former N T R station there. A 
check o f the southward advance signal to, 
Tarte (located just north of the station) 
showed a "c lear" indicat ion. To get a good 
shot o f this train, the photographers 
posit ioned themselves at a sharp curve to the 
south of Taite siding — a location known to 
them as "Arts curve." A t 13:09, Train 110 
rounded the curve w i t h SD751 5698, SD40 
5133, and 50 intermodal cars. The chase was 
on again after this t r a in departed, and photos 
were obtained at Lac-Bake? New Brunswick. 
The t ra in w o n the race to the station at 
Edmundston — not unexpected, as trains 
move quickly as they enter the St. J o h n River 
valley closer to Edmundston — and the crew-
change was nearly complete upon the 
travellers' arr ival . W i t h this t ra in ready to rol l 
down the Napadogan Subdivis ion and over 
the Sa lmon River trestle, an easy decision 
was made to continue the chase. After major 
traffic problems in downtown Edmundston 
(around and through a summer fair parade), 
i t "was back to the highway and a fast-paced 
trip was made directly to Sa lmon River. At 
16:25 At lant ic Time, No . 110 crossed the 
famous bridge i n bright sunshine. The train 
was fol lowed several miles further east and 
one last shot was made at Plaster Rock of 
this eastbound. After this chase, it was time 
for some refreshments at the nearby comer 
store. 

After a stop at the local tourist bureau to 
get a map (where the prot inc ia l 
representative wanted to know i f the 
travellers were on their way to EE.L ) , some 
scouting of territory was done for possible 
future photographs. One back road was found 
wh i ch led to the middle of the siding of 
Longley, w h i c h was as far east as these two 
gents wou ld be going i n their trip. 
Backtracking toward Crand Falls, some 
further examinat ion of the Napadogan Sub. 
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was made, including a ground-level look at a 
relatively-unknown, yet remarkably tall, steel 
trestle, just east of the former station of New 
Denmark. After a few more looks at the 
Salmon River bridge from different angles, it 
was time for supper in Grand Falls. 

After supper, it was dark, but a stop was 
made in Saint-Leonard just to see if anything 
was approaching the .siding. Train 310, with 
GP40-2 9527, M420s 3557 and 3519, and 65 
cars, was already in the siding. At 22:00, 
northbound Train 301 blew through Saint-
Leonard with GP40-2S 9486 and 9669 and 
76 cars. With the meet over, the travellers 
headed north to their accommodation in 
Edmundston. A quick check of the yard 
around 23:00 revealed no railway activity, 
and so the day was concluded. 

Monday was another sunny day and 
would prove to be a very light day for railway 
traffic. At the Edmundston yard, the local 
switcher was busy sorting cars; the power 
assigned that day was a pair of M420s. On 
the "shop'track" was another MLW pair: 
3547 and 3505. Meantime, acrcss the river 
in Madawaska, Maine, the Bangor and 
Aroostook was switching the paper mill with 
two GM units, one a B&A unit and the other 
a CDAC unit. A B&A GP9 was also spotted 
parked near the paper mill. By 11:30, the CN 
switcher had finished its chores and there 
were no moves pending on the main line. 

The travellers decided to head west on 
the Pelletier Sub. in hopes of intercepting an 
eastbound. Along the way some further 
photography scouting was done to locate 
different shots for the next trip east, and all 
the CTC signals indicated that no trains were 
coming soon. A spot high above the Riviere 
Boucande trestle was chosen to wait for some 
activity, but none was forthcoming. 

Eventually, the travellers made it all the 
way down to the Montmagny Subdivision to 
just west" of Saint-Andre when eastbound 
Train 310 was spotted. A fast-paced 
backtracking trip up the Pelletier Sub. to a 
spot north (railway west) of Fourchue West 
was made to get properly-lit photos of this 
train. At 16:50, No. 310 passed the approach 
signal to Fourchue West with SD751 5650, 
GP40-2 9646, and 84 cars. The power was in 
Notch 8 as the train dug into the hill leading 
to the summit at Pelletier. After the passage 
of No. 310, no trains would be seen until 
Joffre yard. 

At Joffre at 18:50, Train 306 was seen 
pulling into the yard with SD40-2 5283, 
SD40s 5179 and 5196, and 60 cars. Just 
west of the yard at West Jet., the 
"Ultratrain," Train 781, was waiting for VIA 
No. 26 to arrive. At 19:20, Train 26 passed 
West Jet. with 6905 and three LRC cars, and 
then No. 781 pulled out with SD751s 5637 
and 5666, and 68 TankTrain cars of oil. The 
next stop for the travellers was for supper. 

After supper, the return trip to Montreal 
was made in darkness via the Autoroute on 
the north shore of the St. I..awrence River. A 
brief stop was made in Trois-Rivieres to 
check for activity at the StL&H yard. Among 
many units seen were RS18s 1851, 1813, 
1825, 1856, and 1807; also, some GMs were 
present, including CP 5568 and HLCX 4407. 
Having completed the head count, the 
travellers finished the last miles of their trip 
into Montreal. 

It was not exactly a trip of continuous 
action, but there were some impressive 
moments - two nights of seeing long 
stainless-steel, dome-equipped passenger 
trains; the sight of a double-stack train on 
the Salmon River trestle - and there is no 
question that scenery along the old NTR is 
highly impressive. Both of the travellers 
agreed that the "Turn to Longley" was a 
worthwhile trip. 

VIA IN MONTREAL 
August 1-2 

Pierre Bedard 
VIA Train 622, a special 20-car train from 
Montreal to Chamy on August 2, in 
connection with a bicycle tour, had as its 
consist: F40s 6400 and 6432, baggage car 
8620, HEPl coaches 8102, 8103, 8116, 
8135, 8117, 8137, 8146, and 8147, baggage 
cars 8615 and 8607, IIEP2 coaches 4118, 
4102, 4113, 4108, 4105, 4117, and 4120, 
baggage car 8606, and HEP2 club car 4003. 

VIA Train 601, the train from Montreal to 
Jonquicre and Senneterre, had an unusual 
car on the tail end on August 1. The train 
was made up of: FP9s 6300 and 6307, HEPl 
coach 8100, HEP2 coach 4110, baggage cars 
8608 and 8612, HEP2 coach 4115, and 
dome-observation 8709-Laiireiuide Park. 

VANCOUVER 
September 19-20 
Dwayne Reinhart 

Friday, S ep t embe r 19, C P R Wll l iston Yard 
At 18:15, CP 5022, 5025, 5015, and 5006 
were idling on the shop track; 1209 was 
idling in front of the yard office; 3079-3044-
3070 were sitting on Track 2 with 38 cars of 
eastbound containers; and 8115-1210 were 
switching grain hoppers in the yard. 

At 18:22, WCE 904 was on the point of 
a four car eastbound commuter train on 
Track 1. 

At 18:34, United Grain Growers No. 1 
was switching hoppers at the UGG elevator. 
Saturday, S e p t e m b e r 20, C N Vancouver Jet. 
At 18:00, BN GP40M 3520, GP39E 2763, 
and GP38-2 2309, with calxxrse 10017, sat 
idle at the BNSF engine terminal, along with 
SW1200S 192 and 194. 

At 18:05, Amtrak 367 led Train 761, the 
southlxjund Mount Baker Jnlernalional Talgo 
Train. 

Fol lowing C N ' s last M636 

Where's 2338? 

August 23 — Gordon Yard 
Train 308-22. 2100-2338-9304-7303 

August 24 — Gordon Yard 
Train 311-24. 9534-2106-5058-2338 

August 25 - Rivi6re-du-Loup 
Train 311-24. 2106-9534-5058-2338 

August 26 - Joffre 
Train 312-25.9593-5393-2338 

August 27 - Mont-Joli 
Train 311-26. 9470-9492-9580-2338 

August 2S - Joffre 
Train 148-26. 5605-9669-2338 

August 29 - Halifax 
Train 131-29. 5605-5272-2338-9669 

August 30 - Train 131 (5605-5272-2338-9669) 
seen by Sean Robitailk at Sainte-RosaHe at 17:40. 
Saint-Lambert at 18:30. and Turcot at 19:15. 

August 31 - MacMillan Yard 
Train 368-31. 5295-9457-2338 

September I — Taschereau Yard 
Train 312-01. 2433-5433-2338 

September 2 - Riviire du Loup 
Train 312-01. 2433-5433-2338 

September 3 — Gordon Yard 
Train 305-03. 9560-9623-2338 

September 4 — joffre 
Train 391-04. 9560-9623-2338 

September S - MacMillan Yard 
Train 369-03. 9560-9623-2338 

September 8 - MacMillan Yard 
Train 366-07. 9560-2338 

September 8 — Taschereau Yard 
Train 448-08. 9560-2338 

September 9 - Train 363-08 (9560-2338) was 
seen by Sean Robitailk at Mik 10 of the 
Montreal Subdivision, heard by Roman Hawrykjk, 
and seen by Paul Bioxham at Doncaster; by then. 
3588 had been added at Belkvilk. 

September 10 - Sarnia 
Train 362-10. 9560-2338-3588 

September 11 - Taschereau Yard 
Train 310-II. 9605-2338-1422 

September 12 - Gordon Yard 
Train 305-12.9605-2338-1422 

September 13 - Joffre 
. . Train 391-13. 9605-2338-1422-5131-5252 

September 14 - Taschereau Yard 
Train 402-14. 5131-2338 

September IS - MacMillan Yard 
Train 303-14. 9424-9452-5094-2338 
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