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Th i s I M U * 

" H o w I spent m y st immer vacat ion" cou ld be 
the theme for this month's Rail and TLansit, 
w i t h three articles o n t r a i n rides i n Canada. 

The feature article, beg inning o n page 8, 
is J o h n Legg's tale of his epic cross-Canada 
railway Journeys this past summer. J o h n h a d 
been p l a n n i n g a n extensive passenger t r a i n 
vacation to Canada for some t ime, a n d he 
managed to inc lude Just about every possible 
tr ip , us ing a V I A Canrailpass. 

The other two articles highl ight one of 
the newest tourist t r a i n operations i n Canada, 
a n d one o f the most-remote. A tr ip o n the 
Q N S & L , w i t h its unique B u d d R D C / m i x e d 
trains, was a chance not to be missed. The 
loss-making service h a d been threatened w i t h 
discont inuation, but the N T A annoimced o n 
September 19 that it must continue, as it is 
i n the publ ic interest of the remote region. 

U p c o m i n g shows 
M a k e plans for these three upcoming ra i lway 
a n d mode l railway shows i n southern 
Ontar io . The first is the Forest Ci ty R a i l w a y 
Society's 2 2 " ^ a n n u a l railway slide a n d trade 
day, o n Saturday, M a r c h 2 3 , 1996, f rom 1:00 
to 5:00 p .m. , i n London , at AU-Saints ' 
Church , c omer of H a m i l t o n a n d Inkerman. 
Admiss ion is $2 .00 . Dealers are welcome; for 
rates contact Ian Piatt , R R # 3 IngersoU, 
Ontario N S C 3 J C , 5 1 9 438 -3330 . 

Next is the 21*'^ a n n u a l Toronto M o d e l 
R a i l w a y Show, o n M a r c h 30 a n d 3 1 , spon
sored by the Toronto a n d York Div is ion , 
Canad ian R a i l r o a d His tor i ca l Associat ion. The 
event w i U be he ld at the International Centre 
inMiss i s sauga , Ontar io , near Pearson Airport . 
The show opens at 11:00 a .m. , a n d closes at 
6:00 p .m. o n Saturday, 5 :00 p . m . o n Stmday. 

Admiss ion for adults is $8 .00 ; reduced rates 
are available for chi ldren a n d seniors. 

FinaUy, the 2 2 " ' ' a n n u a l Lindsay M o d e l 
R a i l w a y Show is o n A p r i l 13 a n d 14, at the 
Victor ia Park Armoury, 2 1 0 Kent Street West, 
Lindsay. The show is open f rom 11:00 a .m. 
to 5:00 p .m. o n Saturday, a n d from noon to 
4:30 p .m. on Simday. Adul t admission $4 .00 ; 
reduced rates for seniors a n d adults. Inquires 
to Wayne Lamb , 705 324-9865 , or Eric 
Potter 705 328-3749 , or write to P.O. Box 
452 , Lindsay, Ontario , K 9 V 4 S 5 . 

U C R S mMtlngs 
At the Toronto meet ing o n December 15, 
Peter Jobe gave a taste of his upcoming 
presentation by showing slides f rom his 
recent trip to the southwestem U . S . R i c k 
Eastman delved into his o w n col lect ion for 
some rare a n d interesting shots f rom closer to 
home. 

The next meet ing w i l l be Friday, January 
19, 1996, a n d w i l l begin at 7:30 p .m. at the 
Toronto Hydro office, 14 Car l ton Street, Just 
east of College subway station. 

The February meet ing w i U be o n February 
16, a n d w i U feature Peter Jobe's presentation 
o n fa l len a n d fa l l ing flags of the southwestem 
U . S . , inc lud ing the Westem Pacific, Missour i -
Kansas-Texas, Kansas Ci ty Southem, South-
e m Pacific, a n d Santa Fe. Peter takes excel
lent pictures, and this presentation is not to 
be missed, especially i f you want to have a 
good (last?) look at the str ik ing red-and-
silver Santa Fe scheme. 

The H a m i l t o n meet ing on Friday, January 
26 , 1996 w i l l feature recent news a n d m e m 
bers' current a n d histor ical slides. The meet
i n g w i l l begin at 8:00 p .m. at the H a m i l t o n 
Spectator audi tor ium, 44 F r i d Street, Just off 

M a i n Street at H i g h w a y 4 0 3 . 

C o v a r pho tos 

The front cover this m o n t h is a photo by Ken 
Andrews of C N F P 9 A 6538 , at Windsoi ; 
Ontar io , i n August 1958. The conductor is 
hand ing orders to the engineer. The locomo
tive is seen i n its or ig inal colours of green, 
black, a n d gold, w h i c h lasted a relatively 
short t ime, f rom the mid-1950s to the early 
1960s. Contrast this or ig inal scheme w i t h the 
version appl ied to Le Tortillard du Saint-
Laurent's F P 9 A 6306 as seen o n pages 6 a n d 
7, itself a former C N and V I A locomotive. 

The top back cover photo is o f a Q N S & L 
passenger t ra in of a generation earlier than 
the ones featured i n the article o n pages 4 
a n d 5. The photo is at Sept-Iles i n June 
1981 , by Steve Danko . S D 4 0 2 0 6 is leading 
a passenger t r a i n made up mostly of ex -CPR 
Angus Shops-buRt curved sided coaches and 
baggage cars. W h i l e some ex -CPR cars 
remain , passenger trains today o n the Q S N & L 
use ex-VIA R D C s or ex -Southem coaches. The 
S D 4 0 was later sold to CP as their 5402 . 

The bo t tom back cover photo is o n a 
railway that has new passenger service i n 
1995 - the route of Le Tortillard du Saint-
Laurent. The undated photo o f C N R 1400 is 
at Sa int -Joach im, the po int where the Que
bec Railway, Light , a n d Power Company's 
electrified l ine f rom Qudbec Ci ty ended, and 
CN's otherwise-isolated l ine to M u r r a y Bay 
began. The entire l ine is now operated by the 
C h e m i n de fer de Charlevoix, a new short 
l ine . The photo is f rom the Paterson-George 
coUection. 

This issue completed December 29, 1995 

Editor 
Pat Scrimgeour 
250 Queens Quay West # 1607 
Toronto, Ontario M5J 2N2 
E-Mail: 73! I2.l037@compuserve.com 

Piease send news items to the address 
shown with each news section. Articies and 
photos shouid be sent to the editor. 

Contributing Editors 
John Carter, Art Clowes, Scott Haskiil, 
Sean Robitaiile, Gray Scrimgeour, 
Chris Spinney, Gordon Webster. 

Correspondents 
Alex Campbell, Richard Carroll, 
Calvin Henry-Cotnam, Bill McGuire, 
Don McQueen, John Reay, Denis Taylor. 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions to Rail and Transit are 
available with membership in the Upper 
Canada Railway Society. Membership dues 
are $29.00 per year for addresses in 
Canada; $35.00 (or $27.00 in U.S. funds) for 
addresses in the U.S. and overseas. Piease 
send inquiries and changes of address to the 
address at the top of the page. 

Directors 
Scott Haskiil, President . . . . 416 604-207! 
John Carter, Vice-President 416 690-6651 
Rick Eastman, Vce-President 416 494-34 i 2 
Art Clowes 514 934-5549 
AJMaitiand 416 921-4023 
George Meek 416 532-5617 
Pat Scrimgeour 416 260-5652 
PatSempie 416 923-9123 
Chris Spinney 416 281-821! 



I 

News 
Photos 

N O V 9 5 

From December 26, C P R a i l can abandon 
27.4 miles of its C o r n w a l l Subdivis ion, from 
Souianges, Quebec, to C o m w a i i , Ontario . 
The abandonment was approved by the NTA 
on September 27. Traffic had decreased to 
644 carloads in 1993 and 450 carloads in 
1994. These two photos were taken by 
M i c h e l Be lhumeur on September 11 of this 
year, at N o r t h Lancaster, Ontario , and a t . 
Saint-Teiesphore, Quebec. 

CP's O w e n Sound Subdiv is ion between 
Owen Sound and Orangevi i ie , a distance of 
71 miles, has been approved for 
abandonment on December 11. Traffic was 
458 carloads in 1993 and 428 carloads in 
1994. In October, C P said that it w o u l d o f f e r " 
the remaining 35-miie section from 
Streetsviiie to Orangevi i ie for sale as a 
short-line railway, as it has higher traffic 
levels. These photos were taken by J o h n 
Cartel ; at Dundaik , i n 1993. 

Effective October 4, C P abandoned the 
Lachute Subdiv is ion between Mi l e 28 in 
M i r a b e l and M i l e 90 at Thurso. M i c h e l 
Be lhumeur took this picture o f C N Train 584 
on September 13, 1995, on the C N M o n t f o r f 
Subdivis ion (now the Mont for t Spur) . The 
train was about to cross the d iamond w i t h 
the C P at Sainte-Schoiastique, at M i l e 23.1 
on the C N and M i l e 31 .53 o n the C E 
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To Schefferville on the Q N S s c L 

By Pat Scrimgeour 
A t the e n d o f September, I rode n o r t h f r o m Sept-Iles to 
Schef ferv i l le o n the C h e m i n de fer Q N S & L (the Quebec 
N o r t h Shore a n d L a b r a d o r R a i l w a y ) , a n d back south the 
next day. 

The n o r t h b o u n d t r a i n , made u p o f f ormer V I A (CN) 
R D C s 6 2 1 8 , 6 1 1 5 , a n d 6 1 0 1 , left Sept-Iles at 0 9 : 0 2 . As w e 
left the y a r d , w e passed a t r a i n o f empty ore cars ready to 
leave b e h i n d D a s h 8 - 4 0 C 4 0 3 a n d S D 4 0 - 2 3 1 3 . We passed 
the b e g i n / e n d C T C s ign at the n o r t h e n d of the y a r d l imits 
at 0 9 : 1 8 , a n d A m a u d Jet. , w h e r e the C h e m i n de fer A m a u d 
connects , at 0 9 : 2 8 . We made stops for passengers to al ight 
a t S a u m o n a t 1 0 : 0 7 , N i c m a n a t 1 0 : 2 2 , a n d N i p i s s o a t 1 0 : 3 5 . 
A t 1 0 : 5 3 at T i k a , w e met a s o u t h b o u n d t r a i n w i t h D a s h 8 
4 0 2 a n d S D 4 0 - 2 s 2 5 8 a n d 2 2 2 . We stopped at Tonkas at 
1 1 : 1 5 , MOe 8 4 at 1 1 : 3 6 , M i l e 95 at 1 1 : 5 2 , a n d Dufresne 
Lake at 1 2 : 2 2 . 

The Q N S & L W a c o u n a S u b d i v i s i o n makes a c o n t i n u 
ous , s teady c l i m b f r o m Sept-Iles to the Quebec -Labrador 
boundary , a n d the most spectacular part is a l o n g the va l l ey 
a n d c a n y o n o f the M o i s i e River. As w e ga ined e levat ion , the 
l i ght r a i n changed to l ight snow, a n d b y about M i l e 100 the 
s n o w w a s a c c u m u l a t i n g o n the g r o u n d . 

We stopped at M a i , the first d i v i s i o n po int o n the r a i l 
way, at 1 2 : 3 0 , a n d left at 1 3 : 1 0 . As w e left there w e met a 
s o u t h b o u n d w i t h 2 6 1 , 2 2 1 , a n d 3 1 1 at 1 3 : 2 5 . Just to the 
n o r t h , at E r i c , w e met another s o u t h b o u n d , w i t h 2 4 2 a n d 
2 4 7 , a n d a t r a i n o f W a b u s h M i n e s cars f r o m the W a b u s h 
Lake Ra i lway . (The W a b u s h ore cars are c y l i n d r i c a l hopper 
cars , w h i l e the I r o n Ore C o m p a n y of C a n a d a cars are open-

top r o t a r y - d u m p gondolas . ) We met another southbound , 
a g a i n w i t h three uni ts , at O r e w a y at 1 4 : 4 0 . 

We arr ived at Ross B a y Jet. at 1 5 : 3 0 . F r o m Ross B a y 
Jet. , the W a c o u n a S u b d i v i s i o n extends south to Sept-Iles, 
the N o r t h e m l a n d S u b d i v i s i o n extends wes t to L a b r a d o r 
C i ty a n d the mines at C a r o l Lake a n d W a b u s h L a k e , a n d the 
M e n i h e k S u b d i v i s i o n extends n o r t h to Scheffervi l le , where 
the mines have been c losed since the ear ly 1980s . A t Ross 
B a y Jet. , w e w a i t e d for the connec t ing t r a i n f r o m L a b r a d o r 
City. The Q N S & L passenger t r a i n to Scheffervi l le runs once 
a week , a n d n o r t h o f Ross B a y Jet. , it is the o n l y t r a i n o n the 
l ine a n d so n m s as a m i x e d t r a i n , w i t h freight cars at the 
f ront a n d the passenger cars at the rear. The "express" 
t r a i n f r o m Lab C i ty brings the freight cars for Scheffervil le 
a n d the locomotive to p u l l the m i x e d t r a i n . Passengers trav
e l l ing f r o m L a b r a d o r C i t y to Scheffervi l le r ide i n coaches 
f r o m L a b C i t y to R o s s B a y J e t . , a n d t r a n s f e r to the 
Scheffervil le t r a i n . W h e n w e a r r i v e d at Ross B a y Jet. , the 
"express" h a d b e e n de layed a n d h a d not yet left L a b r a d o r 
City. W h e n it d i d arr ive , about h a l f a n h o u r was spent mar 
sha l l ing the m i x e d t r a i n . B y the t ime w e left, our t r a i n was 
l e d b y S D 4 0 - 2 3 1 7 a n d w a s m a d e u p o f about 15 freight 
cars - boxcars , refr igerator cars, double -deck auto-racks , 
a n d flat cars - a n d the three R D C s o n the rear, the ir en 
gines n o w i d l i n g a n d generat ing o n l y heat a n d l ight for the 
inter iors . We left Ross B a y Jet. at 1 7 : 4 0 . The t r a i n for L a b r a 
d o r C i ty r e turned west w i t h o n l y S D 4 0 - 2 2 5 4 , v a n 4 1 , a n d 
coach 1 3 5 1 9 , w i t h the passengers w h o w e r e t rave l l ing f r o m 
Sept- i les to Lab City. 

M o s t o f the rest o f the t r ip n o r t h w a s i n the dark . We 
stopped several t imes for passengers to a l ight , a n d to u n -
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l o a d supplies from the freight cars. This w e e k l y t r a i n is the 
o n l y w a y that people w h o l ive o r are vaca t i on ing i n the area 
c a n b r i n g i n suppl ies , apart f r o m those that c a n be f l o w n i n 
at a h igher cost. 

The t r a i n a r r ived at Scheffervi l le at 2 2 : 3 0 . It seemed 
as t h o u g h most o f the t o w n w a s out to meet the t r a i n , b y the 
n u m b e r o f p i c k u p trucks i n the p a r k i n g lots a n d the n u m b e r 
o f people m e e t i n g e a c h o ther o n the s ta t i on p l a t f o r m . I 
w o u l d have l o o k e d a r o i m d for a w h i l e after check ing into 
the ho te l , but I f o u n d it h a r d to get m y bearings after d a r k 
i n a large ly -abandoned t o w n w i t h re lat ively f ew street Ughts. 
The i s o la t i on o f Scheffervi l le was c lear w h e n I s a w the price 
at a gas s tat ion , p e r m a n e n t l y pa in ted at 76 cents a l i t re . 

The nex t m o r n i n g after breakfast , I r e t u r n e d to the 
s tat ion i n t ime for the scheduled s o u t h b o u n d departure at 
0 9 : 0 0 . The t r a i n w a s s w i t c h i n g w h e n I got to the s tat ion , 
a n d this w o r k c o n t i n u e d for the next t w o hours . A l l o f the 
four c rew members recognised me f r o m the d a y before a n d 
w a v e d o r sa id he l l o . The c r e w h a d w o r k e d 14 horns o n the 
n o r t h b o i m d t r a i n , got a f e w hours o f sleep overnight , a n d 
w o u l d t h e n w o r k a l l the w a y b a c k south . 

T h e c r e w h a d a s s e m b l e d the s o u t h b o u n d t r a i n b y 
0 8 : 4 5 , a n d t h e n set a b o u t spott ing the cars from the n o r t h 
b o i m d i n the appropr iate places - boxcars a n d refr igera
tors o n the t e a m track , f latcars a n d auto-racks at the r a m p . 
T h e y t h e n t u r n e d the u n i t a n d the passenger cars o n the 
w y e , c o u p l e d the f re ight cars to t h e m , a n d b r o u g h t the 
t r a i n back into the s ta t i on for l o a d i n g . 

The t r a i n w a s very f u l l o n the s o u t h b o u n d t r ip , most ly 
because the staff o f a couple o f h u n t i n g - a n d - f i s h i n g camps 
were pack ing -out for the w i n t e r ; the i r equ ipment was i n 
the boxcars a n d the i r trucks w e r e o n the b i - l eve l cars. M o s t 
seats o n a l l three o f the R D C s were f u l l as w e left Schefferville 
at 1 1 : 0 5 . C o n v e r s a t i o n i n the t r a i n was i n three languages 
- i n d e c l i n i n g propor t i ons , F r e n c h , I n n u , a n d E n g l i s h . M o s t 
o f the Innu-speakers also k n e w F r e n c h , most o f the F r e n c h -
speakers also k n e w E n g l i s h , a n d most o f the E n g l i s h was 
spoken w i t h a N e w f o u n d l a n d accent. The snack b a r o n one 
o f the R D C s w a s b e i n g opera ted b y a cater ing c o m p a n y 
f r o m Sept- i les , o f fer ing a var ie ty o f reheated meat sand 
wiches . We made stops at M e n i h e k at 1 2 : 2 0 , M i l e 3 0 1 at 
1 3 : 0 5 , Esker at 1 3 : 3 0 , S a w b i l l at 1 4 : 0 0 , Talzie at 1 4 : 2 0 , 
a n d a r r i v e d at Ross B a y Jet. at 1 5 : 0 0 . 

F r o m the j u n c t i o n s w i t c h , w h i c h is w i t h i n a large steel 
tube to protect it f r o m d r i f t i n g snow, w e backed west o n the 
N o r t h e m l a n d S u b d i v i s i o n . T h e freight cars w e r e set out , 
a n d the t r a i n re -assembled for the t r i p south to Sept - i les , 
w i t h 3 1 7 s t i l l l e a d i n g , p u l l i n g boxcar 1 5 5 2 , generator car 
3 7 2 , coaches 1 3 5 2 0 a n d 1 3 5 1 8 , a n d the three R D C s , 6 2 1 8 , 
6 1 1 5 , a n d 6 1 0 1 . The t r a i n to L a b r a d o r C i t y left b e h i n d 
2 5 4 , a n d w e left at 1 6 : 2 0 . 

O n the w a y south , w e stopped at Ross B a y at 1 6 : 3 5 , 
O r e w a y at 1 7 : 1 5 , P i taga at 1 7 : 3 0 , a n d M i l e 163 at 1 7 : 5 0 . 
We met a n o r t h b o u n d w i t h 2 5 8 a n d t w o other S D 4 0 - 2 s at 
Er i c at 1 8 : 2 1 , there w a s a n o r t h b o u n d t r a i n o f W a b u s h cars 
w a i t i n g at M a i as w e passed a f ew minutes later, a n d w e 
met t w o other n o r t h b o u n d s after dark . We ar r ived i n Sept-
iles at 2 2 : 3 0 . The y a r d switcher, S D 4 0 - 2 255 w i t h a r a d i o -
contro l car i n a G P 9 carbody, p u l l e d u p to the t a i l e n d o f the 
t r a i n to move it a w a y once u n l o a d i n g was complete . 

TWenty-sbc hours o f t r a i n t rave l over seven h u n d r e d 
miles i n a th ir ty -e ight h o u r p e r i o d was a b i t c o n f m i n g , but I 
w o u l d r e c o m m e n d the t r i p to anyone w i t h patience a n d the 
cur ios i ty to see a htt le -v is i ted part o f the country. This is the 

Opposite page - RDCs 6 1 0 1 , 6 1 1 S , and 621 8 at the station 
platform in Schefferville before being coupled to the freight cars 
for the southbound train. 

This page. Cop - The southbound train being assembled at 
Schefferville. 

This page, iower- a southbound train of i O C ore cars arriving in 
Sept-iles, with Dash 8-40C 4 0 3 and SD40-2 3 13 on the head 
end and Dash 8-40C 401 mid-train. 

o n l y w a y to see most o f the Q N S & L l i n e , as there is r o a d 
access o n l y at Sept-Iles a n d b e t w e e n L a b r a d o r C i t y a n d 
Ross B a y Jet. The t r ip is l onger t h a n the dayhght hours at 
that t ime of the year, but w e t rave l l ed over the s o u t h e m 
part o f the l ine i n day l ight o n the n o r t h b o u n d t r ip a n d the 
n o r t h e r n part o f the l ine i n d a y l i g h t o n the s o u t h b o u n d 
tr ip . W h i l e it is not " S i l v e r a n d B l u e " class, the equ ipment is 
w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d a n d i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n . 

I t rave l l ed f r o m Toronto to Sept-Iles b y A i r O n t a r i o a n d A i r 
A l l i a n c e , connect ing i n M o n t r e a l . The a i r l ines ' d e H a v i l l a n d 
D a s h 8 s ( w h i c h are not to be confused w i t h Q N S & E s O F 
D a s h 8 s) p r o v i d e d a very good vantage po int f r o m w h i c h to 
see a l l the r a i l w a y facUities i n the area o f Sept-Iles. 

Q N S & L tickets are so ld i n Sept-Iles b y the t r a v e l agency 
Vacances Inter, 4 1 8 9 6 2 - 9 4 1 1 . I n f o r m a t i o n is also avai lab le 
by ca l l ing the r a i l w a y at 4 1 8 9 6 8 - 7 8 0 5 . A n extra t r a i n each 
w e e k m n s to L a b r a d o r C i ty d u r i n g the s u m m e r m o n t h s . 

Rail and T r a n s i t • N o v e m b e r 1995 • 5 



T H E L I T T L E T R A I N O F T H E 

L E T O R T I L 

B Y S C O T T H A S K I L L 

W i t h its c o m b i n a t i o n o f riverside scenery, c lassic r a i l w a y 
e q u i p m e n t , a n d l o c a l cu l ture , Le Tortillard du Saint-Laurent 
is the best t o m i s t r a i l w a y j o i u n e y i n C a n a d a . T h e " l i t t l e 
t r a i n o f the St . L a w r e n c e , " as the n a m e loose ly t rans lates , 
does v e r y w e l l a t its j o b o f c a r r y i n g tourists i n t o , a n d i m 
press ing t h e m w i t h , the C h a r l e v o i x r e g i o n o f Quebec . 

Le Tortillard n m s b e t w e e n Quebec a n d P o i n t e - a u - P i c 
o n the n o r t h shore o f the St . L a w r e n c e , over the tracks o f 
the C h e m i n de fer de Charlevobc , u n t i l D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 4 
C N ' s M u r r a y B a y S u b d i v i s i o n . Years earl ier , the part o f the 
route closest to Q u e b e c C i t y was the Quebec R a i l w a y , L ight 
a n d P o w e r C o m p a n y , a n e l e c t r i f i e d r u r a l r a i l w a y , best 
k n o w n for its passenger service to M o n t m o r e n c y Falls a n d 
the B a s i l i c a at S a i n t e - A n n e - d e - B e a u p r e . L o c a l passenger 
serv ice , o v e r a s i m i l a r route to the t our i s t t r a i n , l a s ted 
u n t i l the ear ly V I A e ra , a n d Le Tortillard's concept was tested 
b y o p e r a t i o n w i t h l eased G O Transi t b i - l e v e l cars i n the 
s u m m e r s o f 1 9 8 4 a n d 1 9 8 5 . The present -day t r a i n is op 
erated b y Les T r a i n Tourist iques d u S a i n t - L a u r e n t , a n or 
g a n i s a t i o n separate f r o m the short - l ine r a i l w a y ; the pas
senger t r a i n is fmanc iaOy s u p p o r t e d b y the C h a r l e v o i x re 
g i o n a n d its t our i s t author i ty . Stops are also m a d e at the 
B a s i l i c a a n d at Ba ie S a i n t - P a u l . 

I n 1 9 9 5 , Le Tortillard's i n a u g u r a l season, the t r a i n was 
s c h e d u l e d to r u n every d a y f r o m its s tar t -up i n J u l y u n t i l 
O c t o b e r 3 1 . W i t h no shop fac i l i t ies , o r spare mot ive power , 
a n d o n l y a n i n e - h o u r l ayover at the s ta t ion i n Quebec , this 
is a n a m b i t i o u s u n d e r t a k i n g t h a t r e q u i r e s p r o f e s s i o n a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , m a n a g e m e n t , a n d m a r k e t i n g . 

T h e t r i p f r o m the Gate d u Pala is i n Quebec to Po inte -
a u - P i c is v e r y scenic , a l o n g the n o r t h shore o f the St . L a w 
rence River . For the f irst part o f the t r i p , the l ine is a f ew 
h u n d r e d metres i n l a n d , b u t for m o s t o f the route east o f 
B e a u p r e , the r a i l w a y is right o n the shore , w i t h o c cas iona l 
beaches , r o c k y areas , a n d t w o t u n n e l s . The r a i l w a y is d i s 
tant f r o m n e a r b y roads i n severa l p laces ; m a n y of the riv
er's n a v i g a t i o n a l l ights are l o ca ted r ight next to the r a i l 
way, a n d have the i r o w n he l i copter pads for maintenance 
access. A s i t is o n the river, the r a i l w a y is f lat , b u t there are 
frequent curves , the most spectacular o f w h i c h is at Baie 
S a i n t - P a u l , w h e r e the l ine curves a r o u n d a v e r y large b a y 
a n d e v e r y d a y o t h e r t h a n S u n d a y the passenger t r a i n 
meets the fre ight t r a i n , v i s ib le across the b a y as the t w o 
converge o n the s i d i n g b y the s ta t i on . 

T h e t r a i n runs to P o i n t e - a u - P i c ( freight service con 
t inues a d o z e n rrules b e y o n d , to C l e r m o n t ) , a n d the s ta t ion 
area is jus t b e l o w the M a n o i r R i c h e l i e u resort h o t e l , w i t h 
the a d j a c e n t n e w l y - c o n s t r u c t e d C a s i n o de C h a r l e v o i x . 
There was a s m a l l tent ava i lab le for shelter at the s ta t ion 
area , but o therwise the t e r m i n a l is s i m p l y a grassy p a r k 
near the m a i n street o f the t o w n . W h e n the t r a i n arr ives , 
shuttle buses leave f r o m the s ta t i on area for the M a n o i r , 
o ther restaurants a n d hotels i n the a r e a , a n d severa l tours , 
i n c l u d i n g one for w h a l e w a t c h i n g . 

We h a d no t r o u b l e p a s s i n g the s i x - h o u r layover i n 
P o i n t e - a u - P i c w i t h a f e w m i n u t e s i n the b u s y cas ino , l u n c h 
at the spif fy ( a n d pricey) M a n o i r , a l o o p to see P o i n t e - a u -
P i c , L a M a l b a i e , a n d C a p - a - l ' A i g l e i n a s choo l bus dressed 
to l o o k l ike a streetcar, l o u n g i n g i n l a w n chairs o v e r l o o k i n g 
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the river, a n d w a n d e r i n g a r o u n d the tracks to see the t r a i n 
a n d a r o u n d the d o c k w h e r e p a p e r w a s b e i n g l o a d e d o n a 
ship for S c a n d i n a v i a . Because the t r a i n is sponsored b y 
the l o c a l t o u r i s m assoc ia t i on , there are t ie - ins w i t h j u s t 
about every t o i u i s m d e s t i n a t i o n i n the a r e a , a n d t h e y m a k e 
it v e r y easy for y o u to spiend y o u r t i m e . M a n y o f the shorter 
t r ips are i n c l u d e d i n the t i cket pr i ce . Package deals are 
also ava i lab le for o v e r n i g h t stays at the M a n o i r o r at o ther 
hote l s . 

Le Tortillard du Saint-Laurent uses t w o f o r m e r V I A / 
C N F P 9 s , w i t h a t r a i n o f about n ine f o rmer V I A / C N coaches. 
A l l are p a i n t e d i n the attractive but shor t - l i ved C N R scheme 
of green a n d b l a c k w i t h y e l l o w p instr ipes , f r o m the 1 9 5 4 -
1 9 6 2 e ra . In place o f the C N R r o u n d m a p l e l ea f o n the car 
sides is a Tortillard crest w i t h a sty l ised t r a i n . N e i t h e r the 
cars n o r the l o comot ives are o therwise l e t tered . T h e i m 
pressive a n d fa i th fuUy-executed scheme is not i n the least 
b i t m a r r e d b y some discreet corporate a d v e r t i s i n g o n sev
e r a l o f the cars . 

O t h e r t h a n the ex ter i o r p a i n t scheme, l i t t le w o r k w a s 
done o n the ins ide o f the cars , a n d they r e t a i n t h e i r late 
C N / e a r l y V l A - e r a r e d , b r o w n , a n d i m i t a t i o n w o o d g r a i n 
i n t e r i o r scheme. T h e t r a i n operates i n a more-or - less f i xed 
consist , w i t h l o comot ives at e i ther e n d , w h i c h e l iminates 
s w i t c h i n g . T h e cars have h a d a s i m p l i f i e d h e a d - e n d - p o w e r 
convers i on , f r o m the prev ious s t eam heat a n d ax le -gen 
e r a t o r / b a t t e r y e lec t r i ca l power . 

O u r t r a i n , f r o m east to wes t , h a d F P 9 6 3 0 6 , baggage-
generator car Cap aux Coudres ( 9 6 4 0 ) , c oach Cap-au-Diable 
( 3 2 2 3 ) , c o a c h Cap Saint-Joseph ( 5 5 6 9 ) , c o a c h Cap Brule 
( 5 6 1 1 ) , b o u t i q u e - b a r car Cap Martin ( 7 6 1 ) , c oach Cap-au-
Rets ( 3 2 1 8 ) , c o a c h Cap Maillard ( 5 5 7 8 ) , c r e w car Cap 
Tourmente ( 2 1 4 3 , f o r m e r C N / V I A s leep ing car Warpath 
River), a n d F P 9 6 3 0 5 . T h e s leep ing car w a s not opien to the 
p u b l i c . T h e f o r m e r ca fe - lounge has h a d its cafe seat ing 
r e m o v e d , a n d the space conver ted to a gift a n d souven i r 
shop . The l ounge a n d l u n c h counter area was the p o p u l a r 
s m o k i n g sec t ion . 

N o . 6 3 0 6 has e x t r a head l ights above the cab , b u t l e d 
o n l y e a s t b o u n d i n the l ight ; b y a b i t la ter i n the summer , 
6 3 0 5 also h a d the e x t r a head l i ghts , w h i c h m i g h t be e v i 
dence o f the we ' l l - do - i t -when -we -ge t - the - chance m a i n t e 
nance a p p r o a c h r e q u i r e d b y h a v i n g no spare units i n the 
fleet. B o t h un i t s w e r e r e b u i l t f or V I A i n 1 9 8 4 , a n d w e r e 
s t i l l i n service w h e n so ld b y V I A i n late 1 9 9 4 . A l s o seen, 
b u t not i n u s e d , was Cap Blanc ( 5 7 3 7 , a f o r m e r C N / V I A 
d a y n i g h t e r ) , p a r k e d o n a side t rack i n the G a r e d u Pa la i s , 
the o n l y car le t tered for Les Trains Tourist iques d u S a i n t -
L a u r e n t . There w a s a lso a t w o - p e r s o n F a i r m o n t m o t o r car 
p a i n t e d i n the C N green a n d g o l d scheme, a n d le t tered 
T T S L 0 2 , w h i c h r a n a h e a d of l e Tortillard f r o m P o i n t e - a u -
Pic to B e a u p r e . 

T h e t r a i n left Quebec at 0 7 : 3 0 , for a f o u r - h o u r t r i p 
over the 85 mi l es to P o i n t e - a u - P i c . O u r r e t r n n departure 
w a s at 1 8 : 0 0 . T h i s is n o t a fast t r a i n , but v e r y scenic , a n d 
des igned to get passengers to the hear t o f the C h a r l e v o i x 
r e g i o n for e i ther a d a y t r i p o r as part o f a l o n g e r v is i t . We 
t rave l l ed i n first c lass, for $ 1 0 9 r e t m n , a n d the a l t e r n a 
t ive is comfor t c lass, for $ 8 9 . T h e di f ference is most ly i n 
the contents o f breakfast a n d d inner , w h i c h are i n c l u d e d . 
B o t h w e r e equ iva l ent to a v e r y g o o d a i r l ine m e a l , a n d serv
ice f r o m the t w o pro f e ss i ona l a n d exper i enced at tendants 
w a s exce l l ent . N o s imple b o x l u n c h e s , o r v o l u n t e e r car 
hosts here ; the t r a i n a i m s to p r o v i d e a n upscale service, its 
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m a i n se l l ing p o i n t aga inst the f requent a n d faster cas ino 
bus service. 

Le Tortillard has a large o n - b o a r d staff. I n a d d i t i o n to 
the t r a i n c r e w a n d the service a t tendants , there w e r e h a l f 
a d o z e n mus i c ians o n the t r a i n , m o v i n g f r o m car to car 
first as a g r o u p a n d t h e n i n d i v i d u a l l y , p l a y i n g m o s t l y l o c a l 
songs o r fo lk songs w e l l - k n o w n to m o s t o f the people o n 
the t r a i n , w h o e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y j o i n e d i n the s i n g i n g . A t 
one po in t , there w e r e people d a n c i n g o n the t o p o f the 
seat backs . O n the r e t u r n e v e n i n g t r i p , the c u r i o s i t y o f 
b e m u s e d pedestr ians outs ide the t r a i n as i t m a d e its w a y 
s l o w l y t h r o u g h the outskir ts o f Quebec - f i l l e d w i t h s ing 
i n g a n d l a u g h i n g passengers - m u s t h e l p se l l some t ickets . 
There is also a n M C / t o u r gu ide / s tory - te l l e r w h o also m o v e d 
f r o m car to car, a n d w h o p a i d p a r t i c u l a r a t t ent i on to those 
w h o n e e d e d the i r t o u r g u i d i n g i n F n g l i s h . 

There are f ew other places i n C a n a d a w h e r e exce l 
lent scenery, a rea l d e s t i n a t i o n , a n attract ive t r a i n , a n d a 
dist inct c u l t u r a l exper ience c a n c o m b i n e to produce a v e r y 
w o r t h w h i l e t r i p . In a very short p e r i o d o f t i m e , Le Tortillard 
du Saint-Laurent has m a n a g e d i n its first season to do a l l 
th i s . 

Rail a n d T r a n s i t • N o v e m b e r 1995 • 7 



A Canadian Railway Adventure: The Trains 
By J o h n Legg 
In the beginning 
F o r m o r e t h a n t e n years , I have b e e n p l a n n i n g a r a i l f a n n i n g 
h o l i d a y to C a n a d a b u t for one reason o r another have never 
got go ing . 

H o w e v e r , w h e n I s a w a n advert isement i n Trains m a g a 
z ine f o r a t o u r o f the B C R a i l system, I started to m a k e plans 
a g a i n f o r a r a i l f a n t r i p to C a n a d a . The p l a n w h i c h started 
w i t h the t e n - d a y t o u r o f the B C R a i l sys tem grew, a n d grew, 
a n d grew, a n d finally came to f r u i t i o n as a s i x -week coast to 
coast t r a i n t r i p . I w o u l d cover a s izable par t o f the V I A R a i l 
C a n a d a n e t w o r k , a n d take i n the B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a R a i l w a y , 
the A l g o m a C e n t r a l R a i l w a y , a n d the O n t a r i o N o r t h l a n d 
R a i l w a y a l o n g the way . 

T h e Rocky AAountaineer 
I r ode the Rocky Mountaineer f r o m C a l g a r y to Vancouver . 

W h e n d a w n b r o k e over C a l g a r y o n Tuesday, J i m e 2 0 , 
1 9 9 5 , i t w a s s t i l l r a i n i n g . I left the m o t e l a n d t o o k a cab to 
the r a i l w a y s ta t i on to b o a r d the Rocky Mountaineer f or V a n 
couver. I checked i n at the desk i n the s ta t i on l o b b y a n d 
s i zed -up m y f e l l o w trave l lers . A t 0 6 : 4 5 w e w e r e a l l o w e d to 
b o a r d the t r a i n a n d at 0 7 : 0 5 w e departed . 

W e came out f r o m the cover o f the s ta t i on a n d the 
w i n d o w s w e r e s o o n s treaked w i t h r a i n . The r a i n a n d l o w 
c l o u d b l o c k e d out the scenery. A t F x s h a w , a u n i t g r a i n t r a i n 
h a d t a k e n the s i d i n g for us to overtake . It w a s stiU r a i n i n g 
w h e n w e m a d e the s chedu led stop at B a n f f to e n t r a i n pas 
sengers . W e t o o k the o l d a l i g n m e n t f r o m L a k e Lou i se to 
S t e p h e n a n d over took a w e s t b o u n d fireight w a i t i n g o n the 
n e w a l i g n m e n t at S t e p h e n . Over the C o n t i n e n t a l D i v i d e , 
t h r o u g h K i c k i n g H o r s e Pass, w e h e a d e d d o w n t h r o u g h the 
S p i r a l Tunnels to F i e l d . 

W h i l e the c r e w w e r e c h a n g i n g a n d the d o m e car w a 
t e red , the w e s t b o u n d w e overtook at S tephen a r r i v e d . A s 
w e depar ted , the three uni ts f r o m the w e s t b o u n d h a d cut 
o f f a n d w e r e h e a d i n g for the east e n d . 

At - B e a v e r m o u t h , w e w e r e r o u t e d t h r o u g h the s i d i n g 
w h i l e a n M o W g a n g w o r k e d o n the m a i n t rack . W e t o o k the 
C o n n a u g h t t r a c k t h r o u g h Rogers Pass a n d s l o w e d to a c r a w l 
over S toney Creek for photographs o f the w a t e r f a l l . T h e C P 
crews have come to re fer to th is as " K o d a k speed." 

O u r pace s l o w e d as w e approached Taft a n d w e soon 
caught u p w i t h C P 5 5 4 8 a n d 5 9 7 9 p r o p e l l i n g t h e i r C W R -
l a y i n g t r a i n i n t o t h e s i d i n g at Taft f o r us to p a s s . A t 
CraigeUachie w e a g a i n s l o w e d to K o d a k speed for pho to 
graphs o f the C P R L a s t Sp ike m e m o r i a l site. 

F o r t h e l a s t t h i r t y - o d d m i l e s o f the day 's r u n f r o m 
P r i t c h a r d a n d K a m l o o p s , the B 3 6 - 7 w a s a l l o w e d to stretch 
h e r legs a n d ' s p e e d s over 6 0 m . p . h . w e r e r e g u l a r l y m a i n 
t a i n e d . A f t e r a b r i e f stop at K a m l o o p s F a s t w h e r e w e t rans 
f e r r e d to the C N tracks , w e a r r i v e d i n K a m l o o p s at a b o u t 
2 0 : 0 0 . G C R C 7 4 9 8 h a d a l r e a d y a r r i v e d -with the Jasper 
sect ion o f the Rocky Mountaineer. W e w e r e t rans ferred to 
o u r hote ls b y a m o t l e y co l l e c t i on o f buses . 

B y the m o r n i n g the t w o sections o f the Rocky Moun
taineer h a d b e e n " b a n g e d " together, w i t h the Jasper sect ion 
at the r e a r o f the C a l g a r y sec t ion , a n d G C R C 7 4 9 8 a n d 
7 4 8 8 at the h e a d . T h e d o m e car w a s n o w i n the centre o f 
the t r a i n . 

W h e n w e r o u n d e d the curve at L y t t o n , I got a g o o d 
v i e w o f the convergence o f the T h o m p s o n R i v e r a n d Fraser 
River . T h e Fraser b e i n g m u d d y a n d the T h o m p s o n clear; 
the t w o f l ows c a n be d i s t ingu i shed for several rrules d o w n 
stream. W e m a d e our s chedu led service stop at B o s t o n B a r 
for crew-change a n d w a t e r i n g o f the d o m e car. A s w e de
par ted , w e passed three C N w e s t b o u n d s w a i t i n g for us to 
overtake therru W e s l o w e d s l ight ly pass ing Hel l ' s Gate so 
t h a t w e c o u l d get a better -view o f t h e s a l m o n r u n s . 

W e enjoyed some m o r e fast r u n n i n g o n the a p p r o a c h 
to Vancouver . A s w e s l o w e d do 'wn for the cross ing o f the 
Fraser R i v e r Br idge , several " m o t h e r a n d s l u g " pa irs , a l o n g 
•with assorted other mot ive power , w e r e i n T h o r n t o n Y a r d . 
A t a grade cross ing i n the Vancouver suburbs a sports car 
j u m p e d the l ights a n d barr iers at a grade cross ing a n d near ly 
h i t G C R C 7 4 9 8 . A r r i v a l i n V a n c o u v e r w a s at 1 7 : 1 0 . 

The Malahat 
I rode the V I A Malahat f r o m N a n a i m o n o r t h to Cour tenay 
t h e n south to V i c t o r i a . 

Thursday , J u n e 2 2 , 1 9 9 5 , da-wned s u n n y w i t h occa
s i o n a l c l o u d . W h e n I a r r i v e d at the s ta t i on i t w a s a l ready 
get t ing h o t a n d a p a r t y o f c h i l d r e n b o i m d for ParksviUe 
w e r e a l ready there w i t h t h e i r parents . T h e coffee w a g o n 
s o o n a r r i v e d a n d 1 t o o k advantage o f the facility. V I A R D C - 1 
6 1 3 5 a n d R D C - 5 6 1 4 8 a r r i v e d a b o u t t e n minutes late as 
the Malahat. V I A 6 1 4 8 w a s reserved for the par ty o f c h i l 
d r e n . D e p a r t u r e was s i m i l a r l y t e n m i n u t e s late to a l l o w 
passengers to get refireshments f r o m t h e coffee w a g o n . 

Depar ture s o u t h f r o m C o u r t e n a y w a s s ix minutes late 
at 1 3 : 2 1 . A t M i l e 3 6 , 1 w a s i n v i t e d b y the conductor to ride 
w i t h the engineer, a n d I rode w i t h h i m f r o m M i l e 35 to M i l e 
1 0 . A r r i v a l i n V i c t o r i a w a s n i n e minutes late at 1 7 : 5 4 . 

The conductor t o l d m e t h a t a l l three o f the R D C s o n 
Vancouver I s land w o u l d be i n service the nex t day, s o l w e n t 
to the s tat ion the nex t m o r n i n g to p h o t o g r a p h t h e m . The 
l i n e - u p w a s V I A 6 1 3 3 , 6 1 3 5 , a n d 6 1 4 8 . 

T h e Mount Baker International 
I r o d e the n o r t h b o u n d Mount Baker International f r o m 
Seattle to Vancouver . 

A t 0 6 : 5 0 , A m t r a k F 4 0 P H 2 9 7 h a u l e d the empty Talgo 
t ra in -set t h r o u g h the s t a t i o n t h e n reversed into the pas 
senger t rack . B o a r d i n g started at 0 7 : 0 5 a n d departure w a s 
o n time at 0 7 : 1 5 . T h e r u n n i n g w a s s l o w u n t i l w e h a d d e a r e d 
Seatt le , w h e n the pace started to p i c k u p . 

To m y surprise , the ride q u a l i t y o f the Talgo cars was -
v e r y good . The ride w a s best o n C W R b u t w a s pret ty g o o d 
o n j o i n t e d t rack . B e i n g m y first ride o n a t i l t i n g t r a i n , i t t ook 
m e a w h i l e to get u s e d to the sensations. The t i l t i n g m e c h a 
n i s m is set u p to rotate a r o r m d y o u r centre o f gra-vity w h e n 
y o u are seated, so w h e n y o u are s t a n d i n g the sensat ion is 
strange because y o u are b e i n g ro ta ted a r o i m d a p o i n t be 
l o w y o u r centre o f gravity. 

A s w e r a n a l o n g the coast, w e s a w several b a l d eagles. 
W e s l o w e d d o w n a n d j o i n e d the S o u t h e m R a i l w a y of B r i t 
i s h C o l u m b i a a n d C a n a d i a n N a t i o n a l for the cross ing o f the 
Fraser R i v e r Br idge . A r r i v a l i n Vancouver w a s fifteen m i n 
utes ear ly at 1 1 : 3 5 . 
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T h e Canadian 
I rode the Canadian on f o u r separate occasions d u r i n g m y 
t r i p , f r o m V a n c o u v e r to Jasper, Jasper to O b a , Toronto to 
W i n n i p e g , a n d V / i n n i p e g to Toronto . 

O n the e v e n i n g o f M o n d a y J u l y 3 , 1 9 9 5 , 1 checked m y 
bags to Jasper a n d b o a r d e d V I A N o . 2 to t r a v e l c oach class 
to Jasper. F r o m Jasper 1 w o u l d t h e n ride the Skeena to Pr ince 
R u p e r t a n d back . T h e cons ist o f the Canadian w a s : VIA. 
6 4 3 9 a n d 6 4 4 3 , Grant Manor, 8 6 1 0 , 8 1 1 0 , 8 1 1 7 , S k y l i n e 
8 5 0 7 , 8 1 2 4 , S l y l i n e 8 5 1 2 , L a i r d M a n o ; ; HeameManor, Man 
Manor, Lome Manor, Amherst Manor, Champlain, Cameron 
Manor, Blair Manor, Buder Manor, and Kokanee Park. 

1 f o u n d a seat i n 8 1 1 7 b u t spent m o s t o f the j o u r n e y i n 
S k y l i n e 8 5 0 7 - D e p a r t u r e w a s at 2 0 : 0 3 . D e p a r t u r e from 
K a m l o o p s w a s 16 m i n u t e s late because m o r e tickets h a d 
b e e n s o l d t h a n there w e r e seats ava i lab le . W e w e r e h e l d at 
Irv ine w h i l e a b r o k e n r a i l w a s r e p a i r e d . A t C l e m i n a , w e m e t 
G C R C 7 4 9 8 w i t h the Jasper sect ion o f the Rocky Mountain
eer. A r r i v a l i n Jasper w a s at 1 4 : 1 0 , 25 m m u t e s late . 

V I A N o . 2 w a s r e f o r m e d , a n d cars 8 1 2 4 , Sky l ine 8 5 1 2 , 
Laird Manor, a n d Heame Manor w e r e cut out . N o . 2 de
p a r t e d at 1 5 : 0 5 , t e n minutes late . 

O n Saturday, J u l y 8, 1 9 9 5 , I checked m y bags to O b a to 
t r a v e l " S i l v e r a n d B l u e " class i n a roomette to O b a . I w a s 
adv i sed t h a t N o . 2 w a s r u n n i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 60 minutes 
late . A t 1 4 : 4 6 , the t r a i n a r r i v e d . T h e consist w a s : V I A 6 4 4 6 
a n d 6 4 4 7 , MacDonald Manor, 8 6 0 5 , 8 1 0 5 , 8 1 0 2 , Sky l ine 
8 5 0 2 , 8 1 1 3 , S k y l i n e 8 5 0 4 , Sherwood Manor, Heame Manor, 
Douglas Manor, Carleton Manor, Dufferin Manor, Eraser 
Manor, Erontenac, Elgin Manor, Draper Manor, Burton Manor, 
and Strathcona Park. Once N o . 2 h a d a r r i v e d of f the south 
t rack , a f re ight a r r i v e d i n t h e y a r d f r o m the n o r t h t r a c k 
w h e r e i t h a d b e e n w a i t i n g f o r the Canadian to overtake i t . 

A t 1 5 : 2 2 , N o . 2 w a s spl i t , a n d cars 8 1 1 3 , S k y l i n e 8 5 0 4 , 
Sherwood Manor, Heame Manor, and Douglas Manor w e r e 
cut out . D e p a r t u r e w a s at 1 5 : 4 5 , 5 0 minutes late . W e t o o k 
the s i d i n g at P e d l e y for a meet w i t h C N 2 4 2 2 a n d 5 1 8 4 o n 
a g r a i n t r a i n a n d C N 4 0 1 4 a n d 4 0 0 4 h e a d i n g 10 l o a d e d 
c o a l cars a n d a m a n n e d caboose. 

A t the w e s t e n d o f S a s k a t o o n y a r d w e meet V I A N o . 1, 
the w e s t b o i m d Canadian, w h i c h w a s r u n n i n g a b o u t 100 
minutes late w h i l e w e w e r e r u n n i n g about 8 7 minutes late . 
I n the south , as w e left, a n e lectr i ca l s t o r m w a s l i g h t i n g u p 
the n i g h t sky. D e p a r t u r e f r o m S i o u x L o o k o u t w a s at 2 0 : 2 4 , 
2 1 minutes late . 

The a r r i v a l i n O b a w a s at 0 6 : 4 6 , f ive minutes early. 
Once m y bags h a d b e e n u n l o a d e d , the t r a i n p u l l e d f o r w a r d 
a n d I d e t r a i n e d into the c o o l m o r n i n g air. N o . 2 w a i t e d t i m e 
a n d depar ted at 0 6 : 5 1 . F r o m here I p l a n n e d to ride A C R 
T r a i n 2 to S a u l t Ste . M a r i e . 

O n Thesday, J u l y 2 5 , 1 9 9 5 , 1 b o a r d e d V I A N o . 1 to t r a v e l 
coach class to W i n n i p e g . W e depar ted Toronto at 1 2 : 5 0 , 
five minutes late . T h e cons ist w a s : V I A 6 4 3 8 a n d 6 4 5 5 , 
baggage car 8 6 1 6 , a n d passenger cars 8 1 0 1 , 8 1 0 9 , 8 1 2 3 , 
S k y l i n e 8 5 0 0 , Sherwood Manor, Hunter Manor, Eranklin 
Manor, Rogers Manor, Fairholme, Christie Manor, BellManor, 
Monck Manor, and Prince Albert Park. 

O n the a p p r o a c h to B a r r i e w e n e a r l y f lat tened a p h o 
tographer as h e crossed the l i n e . A s w e depar ted , the eng i 
neer h a d w o r d s w i t h h h r u P a n d r o l J a c k s o n R M S - 1 3 was 
s i t t ing at Washago . A t N o r t h P a r r y w e t o o k the s i d i n g for a 
meet w i t h the s o u t h b o u n d N o . 2 , h e a d e d b y V I A 6 4 3 9 a n d 
6 4 1 3 . 

W e depar ted F l m a s ta t i on at 1 6 : 5 5 , 2 7 m i n u t e s late . 
W e o v e r t o o k C N 9 6 0 4 a n d 9 5 8 0 w i t h a w e s t b o u n d 
i n t e r m o d a l t r a i n at the east e n d o f F l m a s i d i n g t h e n re 
versed b a c k in to the s i d i n g i n front o f t h e m for a meet w i t h 
N o . 2 , r u n n i n g a b o u t t w o a n d a h a l f hours late . W e t h e n 
departed F l m a s i d i n g at 1 7 : 2 2 . 

P a n d r o l - J a c k s o n R M S - 1 4 w a s p a r k e d i n T r a n s c o n a 
Y a r d . The t r a i n a r r i v e d i n W i n n i p e g at 1 8 : 2 5 , 5 0 minutes 
late, a n d depar ted at 1 9 : 3 3 , 5 8 m i n u t e s late . 

O n S a t u r d a y J u l y 2 9 , 1 9 9 5 , 1 b o a r d e d V I A N o . 2 to t r a v e l 
" S i l v e r a n d B l u e " class i n a l o w e r sec t ion to Toronto . T h e 
Canadian a r r i v e d at 1 2 : 5 1 , 16 m i n u t e s la te . T h e consist 
w a s : V I A 6 4 4 4 a n d 6 4 5 6 , a n d cars 8 6 0 0 , 8 1 0 5 , 8 1 1 2 , 
8 1 1 5 , Sky l ine 8 5 1 7 , Carleton Manor, Dufferin Manor, Eraser 
Manor, F r o n t e n a c , Butler Manor, Draper Manor, Burton 
Manor, a n d Strathcona Park. 

We departed S i o u x L o o k o u t at 2 0 : 0 5 a n d t h e n stopped 
at S i o u x L o o k o u t F a s t before r e t u r n i n g to the s ta t i on to p i c k 
u p several passengers left b e h i n d . W e depar ted from S i o u x 
L o o k o u t a g a i n at 2 0 : 2 0 . 

T h e t r a i n depar ted A r m s t r o n g at 0 0 : 4 1 , 3 1 minutes 
late , s topped at O b a at 0 6 : 5 6 , five minutes late , to d e t r a i n 
a passenger, depar ted Foleyet a t 1 0 : 2 1 , 1 h o u r 2 minutes 
late , departed C a p r e o l at 1 3 : 5 8 , 4 3 minutes late , depar ted 
P a r r y S o u n d at 1 7 : 4 3 , 5 9 m m u t e s late , p a s s e d t h r o u g h 
Washago at 1 9 : 1 8 , 5 3 minutes late , a n d depar ted B a r r i e at 
2 0 : 1 0 , 5 7 minutes late . 

W e r a t t l e d over the d i a m o n d s at S n i d e r w h e r e the 
tracks o f the N e w m a r k e t S u b d i v i s i o n cross the Y o r k S u b d i 
v i s i on , before c o m i n g to a stop c lear o f the j u n c t i o n at Sn ider 
S o u t h . W e t h e n reversed ' r o rmd the c o i m e c t i n g c h o r d onto 
the Y o r k S u b . before cross ing over the N e w m a r k e t S u b . a n d 
h e a d i n g for Doncaster to j o i n the B a l a S u b . V I A N o . 2 ar 
rived i n Toronto at 2 2 : 0 7 , 1 h o u r 7 minutes late . 

T h e Skeena 
1 rode the Skeena from Jasper to P r i n c e R u p e r t a n d back . 

O n W e d n e s d a y J u l y 5 , 1 9 9 5 , 1 b o a r d e d the Skeena to 
t r a v e l c oach class to P r i n c e R u p e r t . T h e t r a i n p u l l e d into 
the s ta t i on at 19 :35 a n d b o a r d i n g started at 1 9 : 5 0 . T h e 
consist i s : V I A 6 4 4 2 a n d coaches 8 1 2 4 , S k y l i n e 8 5 1 2 a n d 
Latd Manor. 

I t ook m y seat i n 8 1 2 4 . A s w e w e r e l i g h t l y - l o a d e d , w e 
w e r e able to spread ourselves a r o u n d the coach . As w e 
w e r e b o a r d i n g , C N 2 4 1 2 a n d 5 4 5 3 depar ted w e s t b o u n d 
w i t h a s u l p h u r t r a i n . W e d e p a r t e d o n t i m e at 2 0 : 1 0 . A t 
W y n d , w e crossed to the s o u t h t rack to overtake 2 4 1 2 a n d 
5 4 5 3 a n d the i r s u l p h u r t r a i n , a n d r e t u r n e d to the n o r t h 
t rack at Y e U o w h e a d . 

We w e n t b y Redpass at 2 0 : 1 6 . C N 2 5 0 8 a n d 5 2 8 1 
w e r e a h e a d o f us o n a g r a i n t r a i n a n d repor ted t h a t the 
s id ing at Tete J a u n e w a s b l o c k e d . W e w e r e h e l d at H a r v e y 
w h i l e arrangements w e r e m a d e for a m e e t a t Tete J a u n e 
w i t h a n eas tbound . W e depar ted at 2 1 : 2 0 , 2 6 minutes late . 
A n M o W w a g o n t h a t s h o u l d have b e e n r e m o v e d b y a n ear
l i e r freight h a d b e e n left i n the s i d i n g . A r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e 
m a d e for C N 2 4 4 7 a n d 2 5 0 7 to m o v e the w a g o n into the 
b a c k t rack for o u r meet w i t h t h e m . O u r progress w a s s l o w 
as w e f o l l o w e d C N 2 5 0 8 a n d its t r a i n . 

A t the wes t e n d o f M c B r i d e w e overtook G N 2 5 0 8 a n d 
5 2 8 1 a n d the i r t r a i n . A r r i v a l i n Smithers w a s at 0 9 : 2 3 , 1 3 
minutes late , a n d V I A 6 4 4 2 t o o k f u e l . 

A s w e accelerated a w a y f r o m t h e stop at Terrace, a 
l o g g i n g t r u c k de l iberate ly j a n a grade cross ing , a n d the 
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engineer p u t the brakes i n emergency to a v o i d a co l l i s i on . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , n o one m a n a g e d to get the r e g i s t r a t i o n 
n u m b e r o f t h e t ruck , so h e w a s u n l i k e l y to get caught . 

A t Mole 7 w e w e r e h e l d for 2 0 minutes a w a i t i n g c lear
ance to p r o c e e d f r o m a t r a c k f o r e m a n w h o w a s n o t r e 
s p o n d i n g to h is r a d i o . A t K w i n i t s a w e m e t C N 5 3 2 5 a n d 
5 1 3 8 o n a g r a i n t r a i n . W e passed S k e e n a s tat ion at 1 4 : 5 0 . 

A r r i v a l i n P r i n c e R u p e r t w a s at 1 5 : 5 5 , 15 m i n u t e s 
late , after the t r a i n h a d t u r n e d o n the w y e . Before w e w e r e 
a l l o w e d to d e t r a i n t w o m o r e coaches w e r e c oup led to the 
r e a r o f the t r a i n . These w e r e Thompson Manor a n d Brant 
Manor. A s w e d e t r a i n e d the t r a i n w a s connec ted to the 
shore s u p p l y a n d 6 4 4 2 w a s r e t u r n e d to id le a n d shut d o w n . 

1 w a s w o k e n at 0 7 : 2 0 b y the so imds o f C N C P 9 7 0 0 3 
h a r d at w o r k s w i t c h i n g the y a r d . A t about 1 0 : 4 5 1 h e a d e d 
off f or the s ta t i on . T h e consist o f the o u t b o u n d Skeena i s : 
V I A 6 4 4 2 , c o a c h 8 1 2 4 , S k y l i n e 8 5 1 2 , Laird Manor, 
Thompson Manor, a n d Brant Manor. T h e t w o extra sleeper 
cars w e r e for a t our i s t p a r t y f r o m T a i w a n . 

B o a r d i n g started at 1 1 : 2 0 , a n d 1 h a d a roomette for 
the r e t u r n j ourney . W i t h 7 0 0 3 safely t u c k e d a w a y i n a s i d 
i n g , w e depar ted at 1 1 : 3 0 . There w a s also a par ty o f A u s 
t r a l i a n tourists o n the t r a i n , a n d S k y l i n e 8 5 1 2 s o o n adopted 
a d i s t inc t ly p a r t y a tmosphere . T h e Taiwanese l o o k e d be 
m u s e d . 

A t E n d a k o w e p u l l e d into the s tat ion o n the m a i n track, 
t h e n reversed o u t a n d t o o k the s i d i n g to meet w i t h t w o 
wes tbounds . F i r s t was a coa l t r a i n f o l l owed closely b y a g ra in 
t r a i n . W e t h e n reversed out o f the s i d i n g a n d h e a d e d o n . 

W e w e r e t h r o u g h Redpass at 0 7 : 1 0 a n d crossed to the 
s o u t h t rack . W e meet a w e s t b o i m d o n the n o r t h track , t h e n 
crossed to the n o r t h t r a c k at C r a n t B r o o k . W e overtook a n 
e a s t b o u n d o n the s o u t h t rack , t h e n crossed to the south 
t r a c k at F i t z w i U i a m . 

Before w e c o u l d d e t r a i n at Jasper, w e w e r e t u r n e d o n 
the w y e . W e r e a c h e d the s ta t i on at 0 9 : 2 4 , 2 4 mmutes late . 
A s s o o n as w e w e r e a l l off the t r a i n , V I A 6 4 4 2 prope l l ed the 
cars to the shore - supply cormect ion, w h e r e they w e r e c o n 
nec ted a n d 6 4 4 2 w a s r e t u r n e d to i d l e . 

T h e A l g o m a Cent ra l Rai lway 
M y p l a n w a s to r i d e A C R T r a i n 2 south f r o m O b a to Sau l t 
Ste . M a r i e a n d t h e n ride A C R N o . 1 n o r t h to Hears t . H o w 
ever, i t d i d n ' t qui te w o r k l i k e that . 

A t 0 6 : 4 6 o n a c lear Thesday m o r n i n g , I a l i ghted f r o m 
V I A N o . 2 in to the c o o l m o r n i n g air. M t h l itt le to do u n t i l the 
a r r i v a l o f A C R N o . 2 to S a u l t Ste M a r i e , 1 w a l k e d to the A C R 
side o f the s ta t i on b u i l d i n g a n d t o o k a seat. 

1 h a d over t w o hours to w a i t for N o . 2 a n d as the d a y 
started to w a r m u p , the mosqui tos w e r e b e c o m i n g active 
a n d l o o k i n g for breakfast . 1 started to w o n d e r i f i t w a s such 
a g o o d i d e a to change t ra ins here . 

Over a t the A C R b u n k h o u s e a n M o W crew w e r e get
t i n g r e a d y for w o r k . T h e i r H y - R a i l l o a d e d , they h e a d e d for 
the grade cross ing , w h e r e t h e y changed to r a i l m o d e a n d 
reversed b a c k t o w a r d s the s tat ion . 

T h e H y - R a i l s topped b y m e . 
" W h a t t r a i n are y o u w a i t i n g for? " 
"TTie train to Sault Ste. Marie." 
"There 's no t r a i n to S a u l t Ste . M a r i e today." 
"Why?" 
"The: s o u t h b o u n d t r a i n does not r u n o n Tuesdays." 
N o w 1 remember . E v e n t h o u g h I h a d doub le - checked 

m y p lans , th is mis take s l i pped t h r o u g h . 

T h e c r e w suggested t h a t I m i g h t be able to t rave l to 
H a w k J u n c t i o n o n the l o c a l fre ight . T h i s is apparent ly not 
a n u n c o m m o n event . T h e f o r e m a n contacted the dispatcher 
f o r p e r m i s s i o n . W h i l e the d ispatcher w a s m a k i n g the nec
essary arrangements , they b a c k e d t h e i r H y - R a i l d o w n to 
the M o W huts a n d l o a d e d the e q u i p m e n t t h e y w o u l d need . 
H a l f a n h o u r o r so la ter t h e y r e t u r n e d a n d t o l d m e I w o u l d 
ride w i t h t h e m to Mosher , w h e r e 1 w o u l d change to another 
H y - R a i l w h i c h w o u l d take m e to H a w k J u n c t i o n . A t H a w k 
J u n c t i o n , 1 c o u l d e i ther stay there o r take a cab to W a w a 
w h e r e 1 c o u l d catch a bus to S a u l t Ste . M a r i e . 

I l o a d e d m y bags into the b a c k o f the H y - R a i l a n d w e 
pu l l ed f o r w a r d to the inter lock ing s igna l contro l l ingthe cross
i n g w i t h C N . W e h a d to w a i t there for t w o C N tra ins to pass. 
E v e n t u a l l y a w e s t b o u n d a r r i v e d a n d c lattered over the d i a 
m o n d s , f o l l o w e d soon after b y a n eas tbound t h a t h a d b e e n 
w a i t i n g i n the s id ing . T h e e a s t b o u n d clear, the in ter l o ck ing 
s i g n a l d e a r e d a n d w e set off. 

One c r e w m e m b e r spotted a moose i n the trees, a n d 
w e stopped to take a l ook . B y his rack , t h e y reckoned he w a s 
at least f i f teen years o l d . T w o stops w e r e m a d e to m a k e 
m i n o r t r a c k repairs . W e a r r i v e d at M o s h e r a n d backed into 
the s i d i n g from the s o u t h e n d . S o o n after, the H y - R a i l that 
w o u l d take me o n to H a w k J u n c t i o n a r r i v e d f r o m the south , 
as another a r r i v e d f r o m the n o r t h . T h e three H y - R a i l s safely 
i n the s id ing , A C R 1 8 0 3 t h u n d e r e d t h r o u g h w i t h a freight 
for H a w k J u n c t i o n . 

A t F r a n z w e caught u p w i t h a s o u t h b o u n d freight that 
w a s w a i t i n g for the i n t e r l o c k i n g s i g n a l to c lear so they c o u l d 
cross the C P Hne. The fre ight h a d some interchange, traff ic 
to p i c k u p at F r a n z , so w e h a d to w a i t there for h i m to 
depart before w e c o u l d . W e caught u p w i t h h i m a g a i n at 
D u b r e i n l v i l l e w h e r e he w a s s w i t c h i n g cars for the l u m b e r 
rmH. M t h i n 3 0 minutes w e w e r e o n o u r way. 

W e reversed in to the s i d i n g at A r d e n ftom the south 
for a meet w i t h A C R N o . 1 to H e a r s t w i t h A C R 2 0 0 1 at the 
h e a d . Once ins ide the y a r d l imi t s at H a w k J u n c t i o n w e left 
the rai ls a n d c o n t i n u e d o u r j o u r n e y b y a service r o a d to the 
s tat ion . I a r ranged w i t h one o f the c r e w to give m e a l i f t to 
W a w a , so that I c o u l d catch a bus to S a u l t Ste M a r i e . I got to 
W a w a at 1 6 : 5 0 , b o u g h t a bus t i cket f r o m the agent, a n d 
f o u n d t h a t the nex t bus w a s n o t u n t i l 0 1 : 3 0 . There was 
ample t ime to explore the t o w n . B y day, W a w a seemed pretty 
average, b u t once n ight h a d f a l l e n , i t got a l i t t le more inter 
est ing . 

The first C r e y h o u n d bus a r r i v e d at 0 1 : 3 5 b u t w a s f u l l . 
The dr iver adv i sed that ano ther w o u l d be a l o n g i n about 
t e n minutes . A t 0 2 : 0 0 , the second C r e y h o u n d ar r ived a n d 
1 b o a r d e d . A r r i v a l i n Sau l t Ste . M a r i e w a s at 0 4 : 2 5 . 

F r o m the bus s tat ion , 1 w a l k e d to the A C R stat ion a n d 
got myse l f comfortable to w a i t for the A C R s tat ion to open . 
B y 0 6 : 3 0 , passengers for A C R N o . 3 , the tour i s t t r a i n to 
C a n y o n , w e r e s tar t ing to arr ive , a n d at 0 7 : 0 0 the s tat ion 
o p e n e d . 

A t 0 7 : 1 0 the consist for N o . 3 a r r ived i n the s tat ion . 
The consist w a s : A C R 1505 a n d 2 0 0 4 , cars 5 4 4 2 , 5 5 4 5 , 
5 5 7 1 , 5 4 8 4 , 9 3 0 2 , 3 2 4 3 , d i n e r 5 0 5 , d i n e r 5 0 4 , coaches 
3 2 3 6 , 5 5 1 9 , 5 5 1 4 , 5 4 8 3 , 3 2 3 9 , a n d 5 4 6 8 . T r a i n 3 de 
p a r t e d o n t i m e at 0 8 : 0 0 . 

A t 0 9 : 2 5 , the cons ist f o r A C R N o . 1 a r r i v e d i n the 
s tat ion . The consist w a s : A C R 1 7 5 3 , baggage cars 3 0 2 a n d 
3 0 0 , passenger cars 3 2 2 8 a n d 5 4 9 5 , a n d business car 5 5 0 . 

Depar ture w a s at a b o u t 0 9 : 4 5 . H a v i n g h a d l itt le sleep 
d u r i n g the n i g h t I slept fo'r m o s t o f the first 1 0 0 mUes. A t 
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C a n y o n , A C R 2 0 0 4 a n d 1505 are w a i t i n g to depart w i t h 
the s o u t h b o n n d t o u r t r a i n , A C R N o . 4 . O u r late a r r i v a l h a d 
de layed t h e i r departure b y 25 m i n u t e s . 

W e t o o k the s i d i n g at E t o n f o r a meet w i t h T r a i n 2 at 
1 4 : 2 5 . T h e consist w a s : A C R 2 0 0 1 , t w o baggage cars, a n d 
t w o passenger cars . N o . 2 clear, w e b a c k e d o u t o f the s i d i n g 
a n d d e p a r t e d a t 1 4 : 3 0 , 5 0 m i n u t e s la te . O u r c o n d u c t o r 
passed t h r o u g h the t r a i n t a k i n g orders f r o m anyone w a n t 
i n g f o o d f r o m the cafe i n H a w k J u n c t i o n . 

W C 6 5 2 3 , A T S F 5 3 9 0 , W C 6 6 2 9 , a n d W C 6 5 1 9 w e r e 
w a i t i n g at H a w k J u n c t i o n for us w i t h a s o u t h b o u n d o f 4 8 
l o a d e d ore hoppers . W e depar ted H a w k J u n c t i o n s ta t i on at 
1 6 : 0 5 , 6 0 m i n u t e s late , b u t w e r e h e l d at the j u n c t i o n u n t i l 
1 6 : 2 8 for the a r r i v a l o f A C R 1505 a n d 1 5 0 4 . 

W e m a d e var ious s ta t i on a n d spec ia l stops to e n t r a i n 
a n d d e t r a i n passengers a n d f re ight . O u r eng ineer came 
b a c k t h r o u g h the t r a i n to regale us w i t h a f e w y a m s about 
times past o n the A C R , l e a v i n g h i s second m a n to dr ive . 

W e r a n straight in to the s ta t i on at H e a r s t to arr ive a t 
2 0 : 0 5 , 1 h o u r 2 0 minutes late . 

T h e NortNander 
I rode the Northlander o n t w o occasions. 

O n Fr iday , J u l y 1 4 , 1 9 9 5 , a t 0 8 : 3 0 , the Northlander 
arr ived i n the Cochrane s ta t i on f r o m the depot . T h e consist 
w a s : O N R 1 5 2 0 , A P U 2 0 3 , a n d coaches 6 0 1 , 7 0 2 , 6 1 4 , a n d 
6 0 0 . Depar ture w a s o n t i m e at 0 8 : 5 0 . A t 1 0 : 0 0 , the A P U 
f a i l e d a n d a l l e lec tr i ca l p o w e r w a s lost . B y the t ime i t w a s 
res tored at 1 0 : 2 5 , the ins ide temperature w a s gett ing very 
h i g h . A ca l l w a s p u t out over the rad io for N o r t h B a y shops 
staff to be r e a d y to l o o k at the A P U o n a r r i v a l at N o r t h Bay. 
A r r i v a l i n N o r t h B a y w a s at 1 4 : 0 3 , 13 minutes late , a n d a 
m a i n t e n a n c e c r e w b o a r d e d the A P U . Depar ture f r o m N o r t h 
B a y w a s at 1 4 : 1 5 , 15 m i n u t e s late . A t K e n n e d y s w e m e t 
w i t h the n o r t h b o u n d Northlander. A r r i v a l i n Toronto w a s at 
1 9 : 2 5 , 5 0 m m u t e s late . 

O n M o n d a y , J u l y 2 4 , 1 9 9 5 , I b o a r d e d the Northlander at 
Cochrane for a second t i m e . T h e consist w a s : C N R 1 8 0 2 , 
A P U 2 0 3 , a n d coaches 6 0 1 , 7 0 2 , 6 1 4 , 6 0 0 , a n d 6 0 4 . D e 
parture f r o m C o c h r a n e w a s o n t i m e at 0 8 : 5 0 . A t 1 2 : 0 1 , as 
w e a p p r o a c h e d Cobal t , the A P U f a i l e d . P o w e r w a s restored 
at 1 2 : 1 2 . The c r e w repor ted t h a t generator "A" h a d shut 
d o w n w i t h a l o w l u b r i c a t i n g .oh a l a r m a n d t h a t generator 
" B " w a s b e i n g u s e d . A request w a s m a d e for N o r t h B a y 
shops staff to a t t end o n a r r i v a l at N o r t h Bay. 

W e a r r i v e d i n N o r t h B a y at 1 4 : 0 5 , 15 minutes la te . 
Two m a i n t e n a n c e staff f r o m the shops b o a r d e d the A P U to 
check o n the p r o b l e m w i t h generator " A . " T h e y t r i e d to start 
i t , b u t j u d g i n g f r o m the smoke f r o m the exhaust a n d d o o r -
way, the p r o b l e m w a s m o r e t h a n j u s t l o w o i l . T h e m e n ex
i t e d the A P U a n d w a i t e d for the smoke to clear. 

W e depar ted N o r t h B a y at 1 4 : 1 6 , 16 minutes late . W e 
entered the s i d i n g at Burks Falls f or the meet w i t h the n o r t h 
b o u n d Northlander. O n the B a l a S u b . h a l f a nu le n o r t h o f 
Washago s tat ion , P a n d r o l J a c k s o n R a i l C r i n d i n g M a c h i n e 
R M S - 1 3 w a s p a r k e d w i t h C N eng ineer ing coach 1 5 0 0 2 i n 
the f o r m a t i o n . Depar ture from Washago w a s at 1 7 : 2 5 , 3 2 
m i n u t e s late . The t r a i n a r r i v e d i n Toronto at 1 9 : 4 1 , 1 h o u r 
6 m i n u t e s late . 

T h e Ocean 
I r ode the Ocean i n coach class firom M o n t r e a l to H a l i f a x , 
t h e n b a c k t o M a t a p e d i a . A t M a t a p e d i a , I b o a r d e d t l i e Chaleur 
f o r C a s p e . 

B o a r d i n g o f the Ocean i n C e n t r a l S t a t i o n s tar ted at 
1 8 : 3 0 a n d departure w a s o n time at 1 9 : 0 0 . T h e consist 
w a s : V I A 6 4 1 4 a n d 6 4 2 9 , baggage 8 6 1 9 , a n d passenger 
cars 8 1 4 0 , 8 1 3 1 , S k y l i n e 8 5 1 1 , 8 1 4 6 , 8 1 4 2 , Kent, Chateau 
Maisonneuve, Chateau Dollier, t w o m o r e Chateau sleepers, 
a n d a P a r k car. A t 0 1 : 5 0 w e m e t w i t h the M o n t r e a l - b o r m d 
Ocean. 

A t C a m p b e l l t o n , C N 9 5 5 5 , C T W 6 2 1 1 , C N 9 6 1 8 , a n d 
C N 3 5 4 5 w e r e s w i t c h i n g t h e y a r d . W e d e p a r t e d 
C a m p b e l l t o n at 0 6 : 4 5 . A t M o n c t o n , the locomot ives t o o k 
fue l , a n d w e departed M o n c t o n at 1 1 : 1 2 , t w o minutes late . 
A s w e a p p r o a c h e d H a l i f a x , C N 1 3 9 5 a n d 1 7 6 1 a n d C N 
1 3 5 7 a n d 1 3 4 1 w e r e s w i t c h i n g the y a r d . A r r i v a l i n H a l i f a x 
w a s at 1 5 : 2 7 , three m i n u t e s early. 

T h e consist of the Ocean w a s a l r eady i n the s ta t i on w h e n I 
a r r i v e d at 1 2 : 5 0 . T h e consist w a s : V I A 6 4 3 0 a n d 6 4 3 5 , 
baggage car 8 6 2 1 , a n d passenger cars 8 1 1 6 , 8 1 3 2 , Sky l ine 
8 5 1 6 , 8 1 3 3 , 8 1 4 5 , Wascana, ChateauLatour, ChateauLavcd, 
Chateau Richelieu, Chateau Varennes, Chateau Lasalle, a n d 
Yoho Park. W i n d s o r a n d H a n t s p o r t R a i l w a y 8 0 4 6 w a s 
p a r k e d beside the V I A shops. 

B o a r d i n g o f s leep ing car passengers started at 1 3 : 3 0 
a n d b o a r d i n g o f c oach passengers started at 1 3 : 4 5 . D e p a r 
ture was at 1 4 : 0 2 , t w o minutes late . J u s t after w e depar ted 
f r o m Truro at 1 4 : 5 9 , 2 1 m i n u t e s late , w e m a d e a n u n 
scheduled stop a nu le from the s ta t i on o n a grade cross ing 
to let of f a m a n a n d b a b y w h o h a d b o a r d e d the t r a i n to see 
someone off a n d got l i t e ra l ly carr ied away. 

N o . 14 depar ted C a m p b e l l t o n at 2 2 : 5 0 , o n time, a n d 
arr ived at M a t a p e d i a at 2 2 : 1 6 . 1 d i s e m b a r k e d , a n d the Ocean 
left o n t i m e at 2 2 : 4 7 . A l l the t i m e the O c e a n h a d b e e n 
s i t t ing i n the s tat ion at M a t a p e d i a , the cross ing l ights h a d 
b e e n f l a s h i n g a n d the b e l l r i n g i n g . 

I checked m y bags for C a s p e a n d set o f f to explore 
M a t a p e d i a . P a r k e d i n the b a c k t r a c k w e r e V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 
baggage car 8 6 1 2 . A t 0 0 : 1 4 , a n eas tbound freight passed 
t h r o u g h w i t h C N 9 4 0 9 , 3 5 8 2 , a n d 5 3 6 7 at the h e a d . T h e 
c r e w seemed surpr ised to see someone o n the s tat ion at 
this ear ly h o u r o f the m o r n i n g . 

T h e Chaleur 
I rode the Chaleur c oach class fromMatapedia to C a s p e a n d 
Easter ly class f r o m Caspe to M o n t r e a l . 

B y 0 3 : 3 0 the sky w a s s tar t ing to l i g h t e n a n d at 0 3 : 5 0 
V I A piersoimel started to arr ive at the s tat ion . A t 0 4 : 0 2 , o n 
the second attempt , V I A 6 4 3 2 s tar ted w i t h a s h o w e r o f 
sparks f r o m the exhaust a n d w a s left to w a r m u p . A t 0 4 : 4 0 
6 4 3 2 a n d baggage cars 8 6 1 2 set out o f the b a c k t r a c k a n d 
onto the m a i n , p u l l e d f o r w a r d into the Cascapedia track , 
a n d s topped b y the s ta t i on b m l d i n g to l o a d baggage a n d 
f re ight . 

W i t h a r r i v a l o f the Ocean i m m i n e n t , V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 
8 6 1 2 p u l l e d f o r w a r d onto the Cascaped ia S u b . A t 0 5 : 0 1 
the Ocean a r r i v e d . The consist w a s : V I A 6 4 3 5 a n d 6 4 3 3 , 
baggage car 8 6 2 0 , a n d passenger cars Chateau Salaberry, 
Chateau Roberval, S k y l i n e 8 5 0 1 , 8 1 1 9 , 8 1 3 9 , t w o u n i d e n t i 
fied d a y cars, a S k y l i n e car, 8 1 4 3 , 8 1 3 7 , Louise, Chateau 
Levis, Chateau Viger, Chateau Brule, Chateau Vercheres, 
Chateau Papineau, a n d Revelstoke Park. 

W i t h the Chaleur baggage u n l o a d e d from 8 6 2 0 , V I A 
6 4 3 5 a n d 6 4 3 3 p u l l e d f o r w a r d w i t h 8 6 2 0 , Chateau 
Salaberry, Chateau Roberval, S k y l i n e 8 5 0 1 , 8 1 1 9 a n d 8 1 3 9 
a n d set b a c k into the Cascaped ia t rack . W i t h the cars p o s i 
tioned s u c h t h a t V I A 6 4 3 2 - a n d 8 6 1 2 c o u l d b a c k onto the 
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Chaleur cars , V I A 6 4 3 5 a n d 6 4 3 3 a n d 8 6 2 0 cut of f a n d 
r e t u r n e d to the Ocean cars . V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 8 6 1 2 b a c k e d off 
the Cascaped ia S u b . a n d coup led to the Chaleur cars. 

W i t h the b r a k e test complete a n d H E P energised, the 
Ocean depar ted at 0 5 : 2 9 , 5 7 mmutes late . O u r brake test 
complete a n d H E P energ ised , w e depar ted at 0 5 : 3 2 , 2 7 
m i n u t e s l a t e . A s w e h e a d e d t o w a r d s o u r f i r s t s t o p at 
N o u v e U e , conversat i on o n the scanner b e t w e e n the Ocean 
a n d the d ispatcher w a s about a p r o b l e m t h e y w e r e h a v i n g 
a n d t h a t t h e y m a y be at C a m p b e l l t o n for a w h i l e . 

W i t h the e a r l y m o r n i n g m i s t patches b e i n g caught b y 
the f irst rays o f the r i s i n g s u n , the landscape at t imes ap 
p e a r e d v e r y s u r r e a l . Once the s u n h a d r i s e n a l i t t le higher, 
the mists s tarted to diss ipate a n d w e l o o k e d to be i n for a 
s u n n y day. 

A s w e r a n a l o n g the coast a p p r o a c h i n g C a s p e , the s u n 
h a d b r o u g h t c r o w d s o f people out onto the beach . A r r i v a l i n 
C a s p e w a s at 1 2 : 1 5 , 1 h o u r a n d 5 minutes late . 

N o t l o n g after w e a r r i v e d , the t r a i n set b a c k to t u r n o n 
the w y e , a n d r e t u r n e d to the s ta t i on at 1 2 : 5 0 . 

D e p a r t u r e f r o m Caspe w a s at 1 5 : 5 0 , o n t i m e . A s the 
s u n started to set, the mists started to f o r m , a n d once a g a i n 
w e w e r e r u n n i n g t h r o u g h a surrea l landscape . A r r i v a l i n 
M a t a p e d i a w a s at 2 2 : 2 7 , 3 2 minutes late , a n d the baggage 
w a s u n l o a d e d . E v e n t h o u g h w e w e r e late w e w e r e s t i l l the 
first t r a i n to arr ive . A t 2 2 : 4 6 , the H E P w a s cut as a r r i v a l o f 
the Ocean w a s i m m i n e n t . T h e Ocean a r r ived at 2 2 : 5 0 , 1 h o u r 
5 m i n u t e s late w i t h V I A 6 4 1 4 a n d 6 4 2 9 . 

T h e H E P o n the Ocean w a s cut at 2 2 : 5 1 . A t 2 2 : 5 2 , the 
Ocean's 6 4 1 4 a n d 6 4 2 9 a n d baggage car cut of f a n d h e a d e d 
d o w n the m a i n t o w a r d s M o n t r e a l . A t 2 2 : 5 3 , w e f o l l o w e d 
V I A 6 4 1 4 a n d 6 4 2 9 d o w n the m a i n a n d stopped clear o f 
the s w i t c h . W e set b a c k onto the Ocean cars to couple at 
22:5.7. A t 2 3 : 0 1 , o u r V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 8 6 1 2 cut of f a n d set 
b a c k in to the Cascaped ia t rack . A t 2 3 : 0 5 , V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 
8 6 1 2 set of f to t u r n o n the w y e . A t 2 3 : 0 6 , V I A 6 4 1 4 a n d 
6 4 2 9 a n d baggage car c oup led to the c o m b i n e d t r a i n . A t 
2 3 : 1 1 , t h e H E P w a s r e s t o r e d . A t 2 3 : 1 9 , V I A 6 4 3 2 a n d 
8 6 1 2 r e t u r n e d to the b a c k t rack . W e departed M a t a p e d i a 
at 2 3 : 2 0 , 2 3 minutes late . The exc i tement over, I h e a d e d 
for m y roomette . 

W e depar ted D r u m m o n d v i l l e at 0 7 : 3 5 , 4 0 minutes late . 
T r a i n 15 w a s r o u t e d t h r o u g h the s i d i n g at Sa int -Eugene for 
a m e e t w i t h V I A 6 9 1 9 a n d L R C cars 3 4 6 2 , 3 3 1 9 , a n d 3 3 3 8 . 
T h e t r a i n a r r i v e d i n M o n t r e a l at 0 9 : 0 2 , 3 7 minutes late . 

A day t r ip to O t t a w a 
F o r no better r e a s o n t h a n to k U l the t i m e b e t w e e n the ar 
r i v a l o f the Chaleur in. M o n t r e a l a n d the departure o f the 
Abitibi i n the even ing I dec ided to take a t r ip to O t t a w a . 

D e p a r t u r e from M o n t r e a l w a s at 1 0 : 4 0 . T h e consist 
w a s : V I A 6 4 2 7 a n d f o u r L R C c a r s . A s w e a p p r o a c h e d 
Taschereau Y a r d w e passed C N 7 0 6 3 w i t h five f lat cars 
l oaded w i t h pairs o f n e w locomotive trucks w r a p p e d i n plastic 
sheet a n d a final f lat car l o a d e d w i t h the car body, m i n u s 
t rucks , o f n e w class 5 9 / 2 l ocomot ive 5 9 2 0 6 dest ined for 
N a t i o n a l P o w e r i n the U . K . 

I h a d secretly h o p e d that I m i g h t see one o f the five 
locomot ives d u r i n g m y t r i p b u t never expected to ac tua l ly 
see one . T h e five locomot ives w e r e de l ivered to N a t i o n a l 
P o w e r d u r i n g A u g u s t a n d are n o w i n service. 

A t C o t e a u C o n r a i l 6 4 4 8 a n d 6 7 5 5 w e r e w a i t i n g to 
come off the Va l l ey f i e ld S u b . a n d h e a d east. W e a r r i v e d i n 
O t t a w a o n Track 1 at 1 2 : 4 6 , s ix minutes late . 

A t the east e n d o f the s ta t i on y a r d w e r e V I A R D C s 
6 1 3 7 , 6 2 2 1 , 6 1 4 0 , 6 1 4 3 , 6 2 2 2 , a n d 6 1 1 8 . A t the w e s t end 
o f the stat ion y a r d w e r e a n a n o n y m o u s stainless steel b a g 
gage car a n d passenger cars 9 6 6 7 , 9 6 1 4 , a n d 7 5 7 . A t the 
w e s t e n d o f the s ta t i on . Riding Mountain Park, Sibley Park 
and Algonquin Park w e r e p a r k e d i n the n o r t h b a y track . 

A t 1 4 : 4 0 , 1 depar ted O t t a w a for the r e t u r n j o u r n e y to 
M o n t r e a l fi-om Track 2 . T h e c o n s i s t w a s : V I A 6 4 1 0 a n d L R C 
cars 3 3 0 7 , 3 3 3 2 , 3 3 2 1 , a n d 3 4 7 3 . A r r i v a l i n M o n t r e a l w a s 
at 1 6 : 4 2 , six minutes early. 

T h e slow train to C o c h r a n e 
I rode the Abitibi f r o m M o n t r e a l to Senneterre t h e n c o n t i n 
u e d to Cochrane a b o a r d the S a t u r d a y s - o n l y V I A N o . 8 0 5 . 

A t 1 9 : 3 0 , departure o f the A b i t i b i w a s rescheduled to 
2 0 : 3 0 . A n a r m o u n c e m e n t at 1 9 : 5 0 p u t the de lay d o w n to 
t e c h n i c a l p r o b l e m s . A t 2 0 : 0 4 , depar ture w a s fur ther de
l a y e d to 2 0 : 4 5 . B o a r d i n g finally c o m m e n c e d at 2 0 : 4 0 a n d 
departure w a s m a d e at 2 0 : 5 4 , 5 4 minutes late . 

The consist w a s : V I A 6 3 1 1 , baggage cars 9 6 7 2 a n d 
9 6 7 1 , a n d p a s s e n g e r c a r s 3 2 1 7 , 5 4 4 9 , 3 2 0 3 a n d 
Edmundston. D e p a r t u r e f r o m H e r v e y w a s at 0 1 : 2 5 , 1 h o u r 
4 8 minutes late . A t L a Thque , the s t e a m h e a t i n g w a s t u r n e d 
o n . W e departed L a I h q u e at 0 3 : 1 1 , 2 hours 1 m i n u t e late, 
a n d after s i t t ing i n the s ta t i on for a l o n g t i m e w e stopped 
a g a i n short ly after at F i t z p a t r i c k to f u e l the l ocomot ive . A t 
M o n e t , three C P 4 0 - 2 locos w e r e w a i t i n g for a meet w i t h us . 
W e departed M o n e t a t 0 9 : 3 1 , 2 h o u r s 58 minutes late , a n d 
a r r i v e d i n Senneterre at 1 1 : 2 2 , 2 hours 3 2 minutes late . 

A t Senneterre , the c r e w are changed a n d the Abitibi 
becomes V I A T r a i n 805 firom Senneterre to Cochrane . We 
departed f r o m Senneterre at 1 1 : 3 5 , 2 h o u r s 3 0 minutes 
late . There w e r e f our c r e w a n d f our passengers. 

Jus t past M i l e 5 5 , w e came to a stop w e l l short o f a 
grade crossing w h e r e someone w a s w a v i n g a w h i t e f lag . 
There w a s ac t iv i ty o n the grade cross ing , a n d s o o n t w o 
pol ice cars appeared , f o l l o w e d b y r a c i n g cyclists. We h a d 
b e e n stopped for a cycle race to pass . T h e c r e w left the t r a i n 
to w a t c h the race . A f t e r a w a i t o f about 2 0 minutes w e w e r e 
g i v e n clearance to proceed . 

D e p a r t u r e firom T a s c h e r e a u w a s at 1 4 : 0 5 , 3 h o u r s 
4 minutes late a n d w e h e a d e d t o w a r d s Cochrane at a stately 
25 m . p . h . The o n l y t ra ins to use the l ine b e t w e e n Taschereau 
a n d Cochrane are T r a i n 805 o n Saturdays a n d T r a i n 806 
o n S i m d a y s . 

A t M a c a m i c the conductor a t tached a not ice to the sta
t i o n b u i l d i n g w i t h r e g a r d to its d i sposa l b y C N ; w e departed 
f r o m there at 1 4 : 3 6 , 3 hours 10 minutes la te . A t L a Sarre , 
one passenger d e t r a i n e d a n d another e n t r a i n e d . 

I spent a l o t o f time r i d i n g i n the rear vest ibule , a n d the 
combinat i on of the sun , l o n g straights, a n d 25 m . p . h . speeds 
have a r e l a x i n g effect. T h e j o u r n e y p a s s e d r e m a r k a b l y 
qu i ck ly a n d w e w e r e s o o n p a s s i n g the C N R a n d O N R b o u n d 
a r y signs. 

Af ter a br i e f pause for the s w i t c h to be set w e arr ived 
i n Cochrane s ta t i on at 1 8 : 2 2 , 3 hours 7 minutes late . The 
V I A c rew h a n d e d the t r a i n over to a n O N R c r e w to w y e i t 
a n d take i t to the depot . 

T h e Polar Bear Express 
M y i n i t i a l attempt to r ide the RoZor Bear Express f a i l ed w h e n 
I missed a bus connec t i on , b u t there w a s suff ic ient f l ex ib i l 
i ty i n m y schedule for a second attempt at r i d i n g it.. 

T h e . t r a i n d e p a r t e d f r o m C o c h r a n e at 0 8 : 3 3 , thijee 
minutes late. T h e consist o f 13 cars w a s h e a d e d b y a C P 9 
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a n d a G P 3 8 - 2 . Because o f the d e r a i l m e n t o f one o f the cars 
o n a n o r t h b o u n d Polar Bear Express a w e e k e a r h e r at 
B r o w n r i g g there w a s a s l o w o r d e r o n the a p p r o a c h a n d 
t ra ins w e r e b e i n g r o u t e d t h r o u g h the s i d i n g w h i l e M o W 
r e p a i r e d the d a m a g e to the m a i n . A t C o r a l R a p i d s , a r o u 
tine run -pas t inspec t i on o f the t r a i n w a s p e r f o r m e d . 

A r r i v a l i n M o o s o n e e w a s at 1 2 : 5 7 , seven minutes la te . 
I w e n t to the h e a d e n d to take some photographs a n d w a s 
i n v i t e d into the cab to take a r ide a r o u n d the w y e . Because 
the rad io i n the C P 3 8 - 2 w a s defective the locomot ives h a d 
to be w y e d before t h e y c o u l d be c oup led to the o ther e n d o f 
the t r a i n . Once the t r a i n h a d b e e n w a t e r e d , the locos w e r e 
d e t a c h e d a n d w e h e a d e d f o r the w y e . T h e l o comot ives 
t u r n e d , w e h e a d e d f o r the h e a d o f the t r a i n a n d coup led , 
r e a d y for the r e t u r n . T h e c r e w re t i red to the b u n k house , 
l e a v i n g m e to explore M o o s o n e e . 

B o a r d i n g o f the t r a i n for the r e t u r n j o u r n e y started at 
1 6 : 4 5 . A s I h e a d e d d o w n to take a f e w m o r e photographs 
i n the late a f t e rnoon s u n , I b u m p e d into the engineer a g a i n 
a n d he asked m e i f I w o u l d tike a r i d e at the h e a d e n d a g a i n . 
I r e a d i l y accepted, a n d he i n t r o d u c e d m e to h is second m a n 
w h o t o o k m e u p to the cab . A f t e r a n abort ive f irst start 
w h e n some passengers a r r i v e d la te , w e finally d e p a r t e d 
f r o m M o o s o n e e at 1 7 : 2 2 , seven minutes late . Once w e w e r e 
u p to the l ine speed o f 5 0 m . p . h . the engineer t o o k the C P 9 
off - l ine so w e c o u l d m o r e eas i ly t a l k , l e a v i n g the C P S 8-2 to 
take the l o a d . A s w e a p p r o a c h e d C o r a l R a p i d s for the i n 
spect ion, a c oded message came over the rad io f r o m the 
conductor that there w a s another passenger w h o w a n t e d 
to r i d e at the h e a d e n d . It w a s time for m e to b i d f a r e w e l l to 
the engine c r e w a n d r e t u r n to the passenger cars. A r r i v a l 
i n Cochrane w a s at 2 1 : 4 2 , 2 2 minutes late . 

T h e Hudson Bay 
I h a d h o p e d t h a t I w o u l d be ab le to r i d e the H u d s o n B a y a l l 
the w a y f r o m W i n n i p e g to C h u r c h i l l , b u t I w a s s tar t ing to 
r u n o u t o f time i n C a n a d a , so I w o u l d have to content m y 
self w i t h o n l y r i d i n g as far as far n o r t h as W a b o w d e n . I h a d 
a roomette for the entire j ourney . 

T h e Hudson Bay a r r i v e d i n the s ta t i on i n W i n n i p e g at 
2 1 : 0 0 . T h e consist w a s : V I A 6 3 0 4 a n d 6 3 0 2 , s t eam gen
erator 1 5 4 8 6 , baggage car 9 6 6 8 , a n d passenger cars 5 6 5 0 , 
7 6 2 , Emperor, a n d ELmsdale. B o a r d i n g started at 2 1 : 4 5 a n d 
departure w a s at 2 1 : 5 8 , three m i n u t e s late . We passed the 
C P tracks at G lads tone at 2 3 : 5 8 . A w e s t b o u n d C P t r a i n h a d 
to w a i t for us to cross first. 

The t r a i n depar ted H u d s o n B a y at 0 6 : 2 2 , 3 1 minutes 
late . The s ta t i on at H u d s o n B a y is o f f the m a i n fine so w e 
reversed out o f the s ta t i on to r e g a i n the m a i n fine. A r r i v a l 
at T h e Pas w a s at 0 9 : 5 7 , 2 2 minutes late . 

C N 4 7 5 7 w a s m a r s h a l l i n g the consist for the L y i m L a k e 
t r a i n , w h i c h w a s : C N 4 7 5 7 , b o x c a r C N 5 9 4 3 0 5 , baggage 
9 6 3 1 , a c o a c h , c ombine 7 2 0 1 a n d a caboose. C N 4 7 5 7 as 
sembled the L y n n L a k e t r a i n b e h i n d the Hudson Bay t h e n 
h a u l e d i t to the y a r d to r u n r o u n d i t . 

W e depar ted T h e Pas at 1 0 : 5 3 , three minutes late , a n d 
a r r i v e d at W a b o w d e n at 1 4 : 1 8 . The Hudson Bay c o n t i n u e d 
o n to C h u r c h i l l at 1 4 : 4 5 . T h e s o u t h b o u n d Hudson Bay a r 
r i v e d at W a b o w d e n at 1 5 : 2 8 . The consist w a s : V I A 6 3 0 3 
a n d 6 3 0 0 , s t eam generator 1 5 4 9 4 , baggage 9 6 1 3 a n d pas 
senger cars 5 6 5 3 , 7 5 2 , Eldorado, Enfield, a n d Evelyn. 
Eldorado w a s out o f service due to faul ts . D e p a r t u r e f r o m 
W a b o w d e n w a s at 1 5 : 3 1 , 11 m i n u t e s late , a n d a r r i v a l at 
T h e Pas w a s at 1 9 : 0 1 , f our minutes early. 

T h e locomotives a n d the s t e a m generator w e r e fue l l ed 
a n d w a t e r e d . F u e l l i n g complete , V I A 6 3 0 3 a n d 6 3 0 0 , the 
s t eam generator car, a n d the baggage car cut o f f a n d co l 
lected passenger car 5 6 1 7 f r o m the s id ings . T h i s car is n o r 
m a l l y o n the L y n n L a k e t r a i n b u t w a s out o f service d u e to 
v a n d a l i s m a n d w a s to be t a k e n to W i n n i p e g for repair . 

W e depar ted firom T h e Pas at 2 0 : 2 1 , one m i n u t e la te . I 
spent u n t i l after m i d n i g h t taUdng a n d p l a y i n g chess w i t h 
the conductor . T h e t r a i n a r r i v e d W i n n i p e g at 0 8 : 3 4 , 3 4 
minutes late . The Hudson Bay w a s p r o p e l l e d a w a y to the 
maintenance centre a t 0 9 : 1 0 . 

A day tr ip to K ingston 
F o r m y second-to- last d a y a n d to use u p the r e m a i n i n g days 
o n m y Canra i lpass , I dec ided to take a d a y t r i p to K i n g s t o n . 

T r a i n 4 2 depar ted Toronto at 1 1 : 0 0 , o n time. The c o n 
sist w a s : V I A 6 4 0 9 a n d L R C cars 3 4 6 2 , 3 3 1 9 , 3 3 3 8 , a n d 
3 3 1 4 . I n the y a r d at BeUevfile w e r e C N 5 3 8 5 , 5 3 1 9 , a n d 
5 3 2 0 w i t h a w e s t b o u n d . W e a r r i v e d i n K i n g s t o n at 1 3 : 2 9 , 
1 2 minutes late . 

T r a i n 6 0 ar r ived f r o m M o n t r e a l at 1 4 : 5 6 . T h e consist 
w a s : V I A 6 4 2 4 a n d L R C cars 3 4 7 0 , 3 3 1 7 , 3 3 0 9 , a n d 3 3 0 0 . 
The t r a i n departed K i n g s t o n at 1 4 : 5 9 . A t M i l e 2 7 0 w e over 
t o o k the fre ight I h a d seen earher at BeUevi l l e . I a r r i v e d 
b a c k i n Toronto at 1 7 : 1 7 , 2 8 minutes la te . 

A day tr ip to Windsor, then h o m e 
F o r m y last d a y i n C a n a d a , I dec ided to take a r o u n d t r i p to 
Windsor . A t the suggest ion o f Scott H a s k i i l , I t o o k the ear
her A m t r a k t r a i n f r o m Toronto to Chicago as far as L o n d o n 
t h e n j o i n e d a V I A t r a i n to Windsor . 

The consist for the A m t r a k t r a i n w a s : V I A 6 4 5 0 a n d 
A m t r a k cars 5 3 0 0 7 , 5 4 0 2 1 , 5 4 0 3 7 , 5 4 0 4 2 , a n d 5 4 0 5 3 . 
W e departed Toronto at 0 7 : 5 0 , o n t i m e , b u t w e r e h e l d at 
Keele for over 25 minutes for t w o T o r o n t o - b o u n d C O tra ins 
to c lear the single l i n e . A s w e a p p r o a c h e d L o n d o n , the H E P 
supply shut off. The c r e w set about t r y i n g to find the p r o b 
l e m w i t h the H E P a n d the fau l t w a s t raced to the connec
t i o n b e t w e e n the l ocomot ive a n d the first coach . 

The V I A t r a i n arrives at 1 1 : 1 7 , 12 minutes late . The 
consist w a s : V I A 6 4 2 9 a n d L R C cars 3 4 5 1 , 3 3 1 1 , a n d 3 3 8 6 . 
The A m t r a k t r a i n depar ted at 1 1 : 2 1 a n d w e depar ted at 
1 1 : 2 5 , 2 0 minutes late . We a r r i v e d i n W i n d s o r at 1 3 : 2 8 , 2 4 
minutes late . The loco w a s cut off a n d t u r n e d o n the w y e 
w h i l e the seats w e r e t u r n e d . 

W e departed W m d s o r at 1 4 : 4 0 , o n tirpe. W e depar ted 
L o n d o n at 1 6 : 3 0 w i t h a t h u n d e r s t o r m i n progress to the 
east a n d soon r a n into the r a i n . W e stopped at C T C s igna l 
3 2 6 S at 1 7 : 1 0 . The conductor w a s s o o n o n the P A sys tem 
to advise us t h a t the t h u n d e r s t o r m h a d k n o c k e d out the 
C T C . I s tarted to worry . W e w e r e a l o n g w a y f r o m Toronto 
a n d I h a d a f l ight to the U . K . to ca t ch at 2 2 : 1 5 . 

To cut a l o n g story short , i t t o o k us 5 4 minutes to cover 
the 13.6 mi les f r o m s igna l 3 2 6 S to s i g n a l 1 9 0 S , w h e r e n o r 
m a l operat i on r e s u m e d . To see s igna l 1 9 0 S s h o w i n g clear 
w a s a b i g re l ie f a n d as l o n g as w e h a d no o ther maj or delays 
I c o u l d s t i l l m a k e m y f l ight . Oakv i l l e w a s exper ienc ing the 
f u U force o f the s t o r m w h e n w e d e p a r t e d at 1 8 : 5 5 , 5 2 
minutes late . B y L o n g B r a n c h w e h a d over taken the s t o r m 
b u t i t arr ived i n Toronto not l o n g after w e d i d . 

A n d finally... 
I w o u l d l i k e to t h a n k P a t S c r i m g e o u r , h i s f a t h e r C r a y 
Scr imgeour, Scott H a s k f i l , a n d J o h n R e a y for a l l t h e i r assist
ance d u r i n g the p l a n n i n g o f m y t r i p . 
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Just A . F e r r o n u t ' s 

R a i l w a y A r c h a e o l o g y 
A r t C l o w e s 

1625 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve, Suite 1600 
Montreal (Quebec) H 3 H 2 N 4 

E-Mail : 71 l72.3573@compuserve.com 

This month , I am, l ike the radio a n d T V 
types, coming to y o u l ive o n locat ion. In 
translat ion, that means that I a m here i n the 
w i l d M a r i t i m e provinces a n d w i l l use the 
m o d e m electronic wonders to send a short 
c o l u m n back to our editor i n Toronto. 

This visit is g iv ing me the opportunity to 
dig out m a n y of the f ina l pieces to a number 
of stories that I have h inted at over the past 
year or so. Things l ike the " C P R Penny 
Wreck" i n eastern N e w Brunswick , a m u l t i 
tude of ra i lway bridge collapses, a n d even the 
wreck of a "circus t r a i n . " This wreck for 
m a n y years kept rumours flying of animals 
that h a d supposedly escaped. These myth i ca l 
animals were b lamed for strange noises a n d 
unrecognised sightings i n the woods around 
the countryside. Also , f rom the o l d newspa
pers, i t appears that every communi ty and 
s m a l l ra i lway put their o w n twist on " the" 
stories about s low or poor t r a i n service. There 
are variations o n people travel l ing the length 
of a Una on foot as qu i ck ly or more qu ick ly 
t h a n the t ra in , a n d o f people hopping off 
trams to p ick berries, a n d then catching the 
t r a i l before i t got around the next curve. In 
m a n y cases, I t h i n k they are beKevable. 

As has often been said, rai lways are great 
sources of news, for there are always lots o f 
people around to comment o n happenings. 
These events, coupled w i t h the various r a i l 
w a y b u i l d i n g crazes, meant that the o ld 
newspapers cou ld be counted on for some 
ra i lway news i n every edit ion. 

W h i l e life i n the late 1800s m a y have 
been spartan a n d rough by our standards, 
people could s t i l l often get a little, h u m o u r i n . 
There is the story f rom October 1897 con
cerning the death of Joe Moore , a n o ld 
Intercolonial R a i l w a y driver. Joe apparently 
died i n M o n c t o n , but his remains were to be 
interred at Sussex, N e w Brunswick . The 
article states that the t r a i n carrying his 
remains to Sussex was two hours beh ind 
schedule, w h i c h left h i m "late for his o w n 
f imeral . " 

O f course, the rai lways of 1897 were 
accommodating. The Central R a i l w a y s imply 
changed their t r a i n schedule one day i n the 
fa l l o f 1897 to accommodate harness rac ing 
fans f rom St. Mar t ins . A horse, local ly raised 

by a St. Mart ins ownei ; was racing against a 
w e l l - k n o w n horse i n Sussex. The speed of 
these horses surely w o u l d have been greater 
than the t ra in speed over the o ld St. Mart ins 
a n d U p h a m Railway. 

Heavy winter snowstorms were often a 
problem for early rai lways. One must remem
ber that the locomotives of the 1880s and 
'90s d i d not have the power that we associate 
w i t h those of the 1940s and '50s. 

A report about b locked trains on the 
Canadian Pacific Ra i lway i n westem N e w 
Brunswick during a snowstorm i n late Febru
ary 1898 real ly makes one scratch one's head 
i n wonderment . The storm had dumped 
anywhere from 18 to 30 inches of snow. The 
w i n d had pi led i t into gigantic drifts of 10 
a n d 12 feet h igh . The fo l lowing occurred on 
the l ine that extended from Woodstock to 
M c A d a m , N e w Brunswick, a n d the branch 
f rom Debec to Houl ton , M a i n e . 

The first t ra in of the day due out of 
Woodstock for M c A d a m a n d St. Stephen was 
a freight scheduled for 6:00 a .m. Howevei ; 
because of a minor accident the night before, 
it d id not leave u n t i l 10 :00 a .m. It proceeded 
as far as the "70 mile p o s t , " about six 
miles north of Canterbury (17 or so miles 
f rom Woodstock) , w h e n its snowplough left 
the rails and tr ied running on top of the 
drifts. This occasioned a delay, and the delay 
occasioned the drift ing i n of the t ra in . The 
northbound express f rom M c A d a m came as 
far as Canterbury station, where, i n wait ing, 
i t too became drifted i n . A n engine was sent 
d o w n from Woodstock and before i t reached 
the stalled southbound freight, it became a 
fixture i n a huge drift. The downward 
express, proceeded f rom Woodstock as far as 
Benton (just nor th of the two stuck south-
bounds), where i t was ordered to meet the 
northbound express. W h i l e wai t ing , i t suf
fered the fate of the others — snowed i n . 

Two more engines were sent north from 
M c A d a m a n d another south from Woodstock, 
but evidently those were sent to keep the 
other locomotives company for they prompt
ly found themselves i n same predicament as 
the others. 

Latei ; the H o u l t o n t r a i n got stuck i n 
ro imding the wye at Debec. It took a double-
headed relief t ra in from Woodstock to event
ua l l y clear this one. 

By m y count, this episode involved at 
least nine locomotives and seven trains, a l l 
snowed i n w i t h i n a distance of less than 20 
miles. 

The final remedy, after the snow abated, 
was to use a large crew of m e n w i t h shovels. 

W h i l e other lines i n the area suffered 
delays a n d stal led trains, this section was the 
worst-hit . Therefore, i t is no wonder that the 
artic led stated that, "The t ra in service as a 
consequence is sadly demoralised." They 
concluded w i t h , "AU this w o u l d be enough 
for a good story o f fiction. But this story is 
not fiction. In fact the very strange part o f i t 
a l l is that i t is true." 

This l ine for many years was part of 
Canadian Pacific's Shogomoc Subdivis ion, 
and was taken out of service f o l l owing the 
spring freshet on the St. J o h n River that on 
A p r i l 1, 1987, washed out the ra i lway bridge 
across the river at the upper end o f Wood 
stock. This same freshet washed out the C P R 
bridge across the river between Perth and 
Andover; N e w Brunswick . 

CP R a i l has since legal ly abandoned this 
Hne a n d this fa l l awarded a contract to a 
company from Brandon, M a n i t o b a to remove 
the rails and ties. B y December 8, 1995 , they 
had made better progress southbound than 
the trains from Woodstock d i d dur ing the 
1898 storm. O n that Friday, the d ismant l ing 
crew were busy Hfting the rails just nor th of 
the Canterbury Stat ion. 

Bill M c G u i r e ' s 

D i e s e l L o c o m o t i v e s 
This m o n t h we w f l l deal w i t h the com
pressed-air system of the diesel locomotive 
and start to look at the electrical system. 

The compressed a i r system is used for a 
number of purposes. It provides a i r for the 
operation of the air brakes, the sanders, the 
horn , the bel l , the reverser switch, a n d the 
power contactor. Each locomotive is equipped 
w i t h a three-cylinde^ two-stage air compres
sor. The power to operate the compressor is 
provided by shafting, driven through a flex
ible coupHng, f rom the diesel engine crank
shaft. The compressor consists of two l o w -
pressure cylinders a n d one high-pressure 
cylinder. The compressor has its o w n lubr i 
cat ing o i l p u m p and pressurised o i l system. 

The operation of the compressor begins 
w h e n a i r is d r a w n into the low-pressure 
cylinders through a filter for the first stage o f 
compression. F r o m the low-pressure cy l in 
ders, the a i r goes to a n intercooler and then 
to the high-pressure cylinder for the second 
stage of compression. F r o m the high-pressure 
cyl indei ; the air goes to a n aftercooler and 
the m a i n .reservoirs, where i t is stored, 
cooled, a n d gives up its moisture. 
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The air compressor works a l l the t ime the 
engine is runn ing but it on ly starts to p u m p 
air w h e n the a i r pressure gauge drops below 
130 pounds per square inch . The compressor 
stops pumping a ir w h e n the air pressure 
reaches 140 psi . After a ir leaves the high 
pressure cylinder, it passes through a cool ing 
mani fo ld into the No . 1 m a i n reservoir. Some 
of the air passes through a check valve into 
the No . 2 m a i n reservoir. The check valve 
al lows the N o . 2 m a i n reservoir to be 
charged, but prevents loss o f air for braking , 
should the pressure be lost i n the No . 1 
reservoir. A i r pressure for the locomotive and 
tra in air brake system comes from the No . 2 
m a i n reservoir. Dra in valves eject moisture 
from the system. 

We' l l start our examinat ion of the electri
cal system by beginning w i t h the high-voltage 
system. The power c ircuit comprises the m a i n 
(traction) generator, power contactors, 
reverser, and tract ion motors. The power 
plant comprises the diesel engine, the main 
generator, the tract ion motors, the governor, 
the load regulator, the electrical control 
cabinet, and the engineer's control stand. The 
electrical cha in of control of the power plant 
is from: 

1. The engineer's control stand, to 
2. the electrical control cabinet, to 
3. the governor, to 
4. the load regulator, to 
5. the main generator. 
The electrical control uses low voltage 

supplied from a battery and smal l auxi l iary 
generator m u c h l ike the electrical system of 
your car. 

The electrical cha in of power is from: 
1. The main generator, through 
2. the electrical control cabinet, to 
3. the high voltage cables, to 
4. the traction motors. 
The power c ircuit runs at 600 volts, so a l l 

circuits are enclosed i n steel high-voltage 
cabinets. A n engine does not have to be 
work ing to be dangerous, as current flows as 
long as the engine control switch is i n the 
" r u n " posit ion. 

The m a i n generator converts the mechan
i ca l energy it receives from the diesel engine 
into direct current electrical energy. The m a i n 
generator also serves as a cranking motor for 
the diesel engine, getting its energy from the 
batteries. The armature is directly connected 
to the diesel engine crankshaft. The m a i n 
generator is forced-air-cooled either by a 
separate blower or by a fan w h i c h is part of 
the armature. The power developed by the 
m a i n generator is conducted to the traction 
motors through heavy cables. 

The circuit between the m a i n generator 
and the traction motors is opened and closed 
by heavy duty switches cal led power 
contactors. They are remotely control led from 
the control stand and are operated either 

magnetically or pneumatically. The number 
of power contactors w i l l vary depending on 
whether the unit has four or six tract ion 
motors. The power contactors o n M L W 

engines are electro-pneumatic (electrically 
control led and operated by compressed air ) . 

Next t ime, we ' l l continue w i t h the 
reverser, armature, a n d tract ion motor. 

Den i s T a y l o r ' s a n d A l e x C a m p b e l l ' s 

S t a t i o n s 

Lac Saint-Jean Subdivision (Q&LSJ) 
North to Jonquiere 

La Tuque Subdivision (NTR) 
East to Cap-Rouge 

La Tuque Subdivision (NTR) 
West to Fitzpatrick 

This unusual connecting track serves to connect the 
line from Cop-Rouge with the line to Gorneou, but 
located as it is, forms also o reverse-loop that could 
allow trains from Comeou to return there. The 
placement of the connecting tracks In atypical 
locations and some distance away from the junction 
have confused visiting tailfans for years. 

Lac Saint-Jean Subdivision (Q&LSJ) 
South to Garneau 

Hervey -Jonct ion , Q u e b e c , C N - Hervey-Jonction was barely a way station unt i l the 
construction of the Nat i ona l Transcontinental Rai lway transformed it into a substantial 
junct ion . Hervey-Jonct ion was on the east-west line extending from Riviere-a Pierre on the 
Quebec a n d Lake St. J o h n Ra i lway to Grandes-Piles on the Saint -Maurice River. F r o m 
Quebec, the l ine to Grandes-Piles provided a shorter route to a navigable part of the Saint-
Maur ice River upstream of some of the rapids. The west end of this l ine between Saint-Tite 
and Grandes-Piles was abandoned w h e n the new line westward through Shawinigan and 
Garneau was completed. 

The construction of the more southerly east-west connection from Garneau towards 
Quebec, now abandoned, further reduced the f low of traffic. However, the expansion of the 
connections into Montrea l provided extra traffic to serve the Jonquiere area at the north 
end of the Q & L S J . 

The complet ion of the N T R put Hervey-Jonct ion on the map. The N T R was bui lt for 
transcontinental traffic a n d bypassed Montrea l , but it crossed the Q & L S J at Hervey-
Jonct ion . Resource traffic from northern Quebec and even much farther west used Hervey-
Jonct ion as the interchange point to take the former Canadian Northern route to Montrea l . 

Changing traffic patterns a n d the abandonment of various lines has again changed 
Hervey-Jonct ion back to a less important junct ion . VIA trains stop there 12 times a week, 
three times per week i n each direction on the M o n t r e a l - J o n q u i e r e and M o n t r e a l -
Senneterre -Cochrane runs. -Photo by Art Clowes, August II, 1993 
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Pa t S c r i m g e o u r 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
RAILWAY H Q M O V E 

As par t of a major coiporate res t iuc tu i ing , 
Canad ian Pacif ic a imounced i n late N o v e m 
ber that the head office of CP R a i l System 
w i l l relocated to Calgary f r o m M o n t r e a l . 
M o r e t h a n 1 4 0 0 administrat ive jobs w i l l be 
cut, a n d 730 r a i l w a y employees w i l l be 
moved to Calgary f r o m offices i n M o n t r e a l , 
Toronto, W n c o u v e i ; a n d Minneapo l i s . The 
head office of parent company Canad ian 
Pacific l i m i t e d wiU. r e m a i n i n M o n t r e a l , 
a l though the Place d u Canada office b u i l d i n g 
hous ing the corporate head offices w f i l be 
sold, w i t h functions l i k e l y m o v i n g into 
vacated CP Rafi. headquarters space i n 
Windsor Stat ion . 

The j ob cuts represent about a quarter o f 
the administrative workforce at CP R a i l . CP 
officials sa id there was no connect ion 
between the announcement a n d the October 
31 vote o n Qudbec separation. 

"It h a d n o t h i n g to do w i t h po l i t i cs , " sa id 
D a v i d O'Brien, a Calgary resident w h o is 
president a n d chief operating officer o f Cana 
d i a n Pacif ic L i m i t e d . The company was 
spread out over too m a n y cities, O 'Br ien said . 
H e noted that 80 percent of the rai lway's rev
enues are earned m o v i n g w e s t e m Canad ian 
commodities a n d resources. "Alberta was the 
l og i ca l place a n d so was Calgary for several 
reasons. I f s where a l o t o f our customers are: 
that includes the petro -chemical industry 
some of the g ra in industry, su lphur a n d those 
kinds of commodit ies . I f s , n o t the centre o f 
our network b u t the busiest part is Calgary to 
Mmcouve^ a n d i f s easy to cover the rest 
firom Calgary." 

The move, sa id O'Brien, was " t a k e n i n the 
context of l o o k i n g at the r a i l w a y a n d its 
future. I f s been no secret we've lost m o n e y i n 
Eastern Canada for the last couple of years. 
A n d w e tr ied to purchase the eastern assets 
o f C N so w e cou ld p u t i t a l l togethei; but the 
government didn ' t w a n t that to happen. " 

The move affects not on ly M o n t r e a l ; 
more jobs w i U actual ly be moved f r o m 

Toronto to Calgary t h a n f rom M o n t r e a l to 
Calgary. The operating headquarters of the 
rai lway's eastern operating uni t w f l l r e m a i n 
i n M o n t r e a l , a n d there are no present plans 
to move the parent company. 

CP R a i l employs 2 4 000 people i n 
Canada a n d the U n i t e d States, d o w n f rom 
30 000 i n 1 9 9 1 . About 4200 employees are 
non-un ion . M o n t r e a l has been CP's headquar
ters since the ra i lway was founded i n 1875. 

—Canadian Press 

S T - L U C J O B LOSSES 
The car shop at St. L u c y a r d is to close, 
put t ing 8 2 employees out of w o r k b y M a r c h . 
The closure is part o f the system-wide 
reorganisation a n d restructuring, a n d is " a n 
effort to reduce rai l - car maintenance 
expenses a n d achieve better equipment ut i l i s 
a t i on , " sa id a CP R a i l spokesperson. The car-
repair w o r k w f l l be done elsewhere i n the 
yard, where 166 workers are to remain . 

—Montreal Gozette 

C H A L K RIVER SUB . SPARED F O R N O W 
The Cha lk R iver Subdiv is ion i n the Ottawa 
vaUey wasn ' t shut d o w n as scheduled, but its 
future remains tuicertain. Shortly before the 
abandonment date o f November 19, 1995, 
CP R a i l announced that i t wants the N T A to 
rescind its order to abandon the Chalk River 
Subdivis ion. The subdivis ion w f l l r emain i n 
use indef inite ly 

The route firom Snviths Falls to M a t t a w a 
was to be shut d o w n w h e n CP R a i l agreed i n 
pr inc ip le w i t h C N earlier this year to share 
trackage i n the valley. That agreement co l 
lapsed, part ly under objections f rom envi 
ronmenta l groups opposed to boost ing r a i l 
w a y traffic o n the C N Beachburg Subdivis ion 
through A l g o n q u i n P r o v i a d a l Park. 

-The Glofce and Mail, SI Wire 

A B E R D E E N Y A R D R E D U C T I O N S 
Act iv i ty has been reduced i n Hamil ton 's 
Aberdeen yard throughout October a n d 
Novembei ; a n d w o r k done there has been 
shifted to Wel land . N i g h t w o r k was to be cut 
by two thirds, a n d daytime operation was to 
be reduced to one swi t ch crew. 

A CP spokesman sa id the company h a d 
previously e l iminated five c ler ica l jobs 
through automat ion but is not e l iminat ing 
any positions w i t h its latest move. Fourteen 
people w h o reported to w o r k i n H a m i l t o n 
w f l l n o w report to w o r k i n Wel land . W h i l e 
activities w f l l be reduced, Aberdeen yard w f l l 
continue to handle cars destined to a n d f rom 
l o c a l businesses i n H a m i l t o n . 

—Hamilton Spectator 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
PRIVATISATION 

O n November 17, Canadian N a t i o n a l 
Ra i lways was privatised, through the sale of 
more t h a n 80-mfllio.n shares, at $ 2 7 each, o n 
stock markets i n Canada a n d a r o u n d the 
w o r l d . The privatisat ion, part o f the federal 
g o v e m m e n f s p u s h to get out o f the transpor
ta t i on business, brought i n about $2.26-bfl.-
l i o n of revenue, most o f w h i c h was to go to 
the federal government. 

The sale of C N marks the end of more 
t h a n 70 years of pub l i c ownership o f Cana 
da's largest railway. 

The share issue, the largest i n Canadian 
history at first drew l i t t le interest f r o m 
investors, but d e m a n d for the stock grew 
after a sales p i t c h b y C N executives through
out N o r t h A m e r i c a a n d Europe . D e m a n d for 
the stock was so strong o n the first day that 
7 .6-mfl l ion more shares were put o n the 
market , in c lud ing the last 3 - m i l l i o n shares 
he ld by the federal government. The federal 
government h a d considered re ta in ing owner
ship of a s m a l l part, of C N , b u t n o w holds no 
interest i n the railway. 

Private investors i n Canada have been 
al lotted 20 percent o f the shares, w i t h the 
remain ing 80 percent sp l i t evenly between 
Canadian a n d foreign ins t i tu t i ona l investors. 

Ottawa w f l l close its books o n C N b y 
forgiving another $ 9 0 0 - m f l l i o n i n the 
railway's debt. The sale d i d n o t inc lude CN's 
non-ra i lway assets, i n c l u d i n g some rea l estate 
a n d the C N Towei; w h i c h w i l l be retained by 
the federal government. —Calgary Herald 

C M / C P C O O P E R A T I O N 
Further cooperation between C N a n d CP i n 
eastern Canada m a y be i n the w o r k s . E x e c u 
tives f rom b o t h railways acknowledge the 
strong l ike l ihood of greater co-operation 
between the carriers. C N chief executive P a u l 
TeUier sa id he has already h a d " p r e l i m i n a i y 
conversations" w i t h CP Rafl. System chief 
executive Robert Ri t ch ie a n d Canadian Pacif ic 
L i m i t e d chief operating officer D a v i d O 'Brien 
about co-operation i n the East. B o t h railways 
have stressed, however; that there w i l l be no 
merger ta lks for the east. 

The i m p e n d i n g passage of n e w federal 
r a i l w a y legis lat ion that w f l l facilitate the 
abandonment of unwanted track w f l l hasten 
the abil it ies o f the rai lways to rationalise 
their eastern networks, w h i l e CN's 
pr ivat isat ion a n d Canad ian Pacific Limited's 
coiporate restructuring c o m m i t b o t h com-
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panics to reduc ing operating losses ftom 
eastern l ines. CP's reorganisat ion specifically 
targets CP Rai l ' s eastern network for remed ia l 
w o r k a n d opens the door to j o i n t ventures. 
E v e n before its pr ivat isat ion, C N has sa id i t 
has identi f ied 6400 k m of low-density track 
for rat ional isat ion b y 1999 , m u c h of that i n 
eastern Canada. 

Closer co-operation between C N a n d CP 
R a i l c ou ld inc lude abandonment a n d shared 
use o f para l l e l l ines, more haulage agree
ments, j o i n t operation o f major yards i n 

. Toronto a n d M o n t r e a l , a n d shar ing locomo
tive a n d car shops. —Financial Post 

B E A C H B U R G SUB . C L O S U R E 
The Beachburg Subdiv is ion i n the Ottawa 
Vahey, ftom Brent to Nipiss ing , was d o s e d o n 
November 2 4 , two days earKer t h a n ant i c 
ipated. Labour agreements reached i n late 
October a l l o w e d C N to start re -rout ing trains 
out of the Ot tawa vaUey b y November 26 , 
w h i c h i n itself was two months earlier t h a n 
previously p la imed . About 69 jobs w f l l be cut. 

E l i m i n a t i o n o f through service o n C N i n 
the Ottawa val ley comes after the jo int-oper
a t i on agreement w i t h CP fe l l through . Ex i s t 
i n g l o c a l service between M o n t r e a l , Ottawa, 
a n d Pembroke w f l l be mainta ined . 

O n November 25 , trains 101, 114, a n d 
2 0 4 a l l started c oming to Toronto, operating 
v ia the Kingston , York , a n d B a l a subdivisions, 
a n d requir ing a back-up move to connect 
between the B a l a a n d Y o r k subdivisions at 
Doncaster The add i t i ona l traffic through 
Toronto between M o n t r d a l a n d Capreol is 
about 2 0 0 cars per day. 

The Ot tawa va l ley l ine suffered a l o n g 
a n d l inger ing threat of death u n t i l f ina l ly the 
raf l wear i n the curves was too excessive to 
continue operations. O n October 3 1 , m a n y 
2 5 a n d 10 m.p .h . s l ow orders were imposed 
between Brent a n d Capreo l to ease the wear 
o n the track. Six-axle imits were b a i m e d 
between those locations o n the same day 
(except Nip i ss ing to M i l e 2 2 6 for trains 
4 5 0 / 4 5 1 ) . The consists of the final four 
trains were as fo l lows (showing engine n u m 
bers, loads a n d empties, t r a i n we ight a n d 
length) : 

Train 101 -23,9422-9481 -62&8/3748 tons/4883 feet 
Train 101 -24,9533-9551 -84&4/4860 tons/6169 feet 
(last run out of Capreol) 
Train I 14-20,9584-9515-78&4/4S38 tons/5932 feet 
Train I 14-21,9542-9620-80&5/4760 tons/5970 feet 
(last run out of Brent) 
A t the end, on ly t w o trains a day were oper
at ing between Capreol a n d Brent . The arr iva l 
a n d departure times for the last four days o f 
operation were as fo l lows: 
Brent 
Tm Nov 21 Nov 22 Nov 23 Nov 24 
101 1000/1320 1150/1210 0955/1015 IllCyillS 
114 nil nil 1950/1951 174Cyi745 
204 0615/0655 0250/0355 nil nil 

Capreol 
Tm Nov 21 Nov 22 Nov 23 Nov 24 
101 I820/I9II 1755/1835 1550/1605 I63V1710 
114 nil nil 1253/1330 II34'I2I5 
204 2240/0020 2045/2130 nil nil 
I n the last few days, i t was t a k i n g f r o m five 
to s ix hours just to cover the 144 mi les 
between Brent a n d Capreol . 

The last h i - r a i l inspect ion was o n N o v e 
mber 2 3 , l eav ing Nip iss ing at 07 :40 , arr iv ing 
at Brent at 10 :00 (where Tra in 101 was 
met) , a n d returning to M i l e 2 1 0 b y 12 :30 . 
O n the w a y back, the slowness of t r a i n oper
a t i o n was qmte evident, a n d the h i - ra f l crew 
kept catching up w i t h Tra in 1 0 1 . 

Disappointment was evident amongst one 
of the last Tra in 101 crews, a group of 
ra f lwaymen h a d spent most o f their years 
w o r k i n g Capreol-Brent. The conductor sa id , 
" W e l l be br ing ing i n the last 114 tomorrow 
night, a n d they're go ing to t a x i us out of 
Brent , back to Capreol . We're go ing to m a k e 
sure w e p u t a flag o n the Jfront of the unit , 
even i f w e have t o make i t out of cardboardl" 

B y December 8 i t was obvious that the 
Beachburg Sub was gone for good. The 
"RTC's Read" the day before indicated that aH 
hot box detectors (at miles 186.5 a n d 212.3) 
a n d radio towers (at Kiosk a n d Brent) were 
out of service. For the meantime, the YeUek 
to Capreol Newmarket Subdiv is ion stretch is 
be ing kept as i s , a n d can be reopened w i t h 
24-hours notice to a l l ow s ignal mainta ine is 
to check o n the crossing protect ion "on 
account of rust conditions." Howevei ; C N has 
h in ted that the Hne w f l l not be mainta ined 
just for detour purposes from Capreol to 
Washago, a n d its future is very bleak. 

Of f idaUy the foUowing track was closed 
i n the Great Lakes Distr ict : 

Beachburg Sub, Mile 163.9 to Mile 215.4 
(Brent to Nipissing) 
Newmarket Sub, Mile 233.4 to Mile 309.2 
(Yellek to Ella). 

-Seon Pobitailk, The Financial Post 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L G O E S HI-LEVEL 

Beginning w i t h the November 15 departure 
from Chicago, the A m t r a k A T A International 
has been changed to operate w i t h A m t r a k 
Superl iner a n d HE-Level double-deck equip
ment, replac ing the previously-used H o r i z o n 
single-level cars. V I A continues to provide the 
mot ive power. 

The change is be ing made at the request 
o f the State o f M i c h i g a n , w h i c h funds par t o f 
the tram's operation west o f Port H u r o n . The 
b i - leve l cars a l l ow more capacity to be oper
ated w i t h fewer cars, thus reduc ing the state's 
costs, a n d the enhanced customer attractive
ness o f the cars is expected to increase rider-
ship a n d revenue, w h i c h w o u l d reduce fund 
i n g requirements. 

The state h a d been considering w i t h 
drawing f inanc ia l support, w h i c h w o u l d have 
l e d to operation f r o m Chicago four-times-a-
week only as that is a l l A m t r a k is wflHng to 
fund . State funds have a l l owed the Chicago-
Toronto operation to r e m a i n dai ly at least 
u n t i l ear ly i n the n e w year A n y future 
change w o u l d not necessarily affect Toronto-
Ki t chener -Samia service, as V I A could con
t inue its da i ly operation b y r u n n i n g a L R C or 
H E P n t r a i n as far west as S a m i a only. 

O n its first r u n o n November 15 , the 
eastbound International h a d a V I A F 4 0 P H , a 
SuperHner dinei ; one SuperHner coach, three 
ex-ATSF H i - L e v e l coaches, a n d a brand-new 
SuperHner U sleeping ca^ the District of 
Columbia. 

There were several A m t r a k t ra in ing a n d 
mechan i ca l people o n the t r a i n to instruct 
V I A on-board a n d maintenance crews. The 
sleeper was inc luded so that V I A persoimel 
cotfld get famfl iar w i t h SuperHner n electrical 
a n d mechan i ca l systems. Brand-new Super
Hner n coaches m a y make i t to Toronto o n 
occasion, a n d V I A has to be able to m a i n t a i n 
a H three types. The n o r m a l consist of the 
t r a i n is a SuperHner diner (acting only as a 
snack-bar cai ; w i t h h a l f the seating area 
cordoned off a n d the lower- level k i t chen 
unused) , H i - L e v e l coaches, a n d at least one 
SuperHner I coach or coach-baggage. The 
SuperHner I is necessary because is i t acces
sible b y passengers i n wheelchairs, unHke the 
older H i - L e v e l cars. 

The sleeping car o n the inaugura l r u n 
was complete w i t h blankets a n d Hnens. One 
economy bedroom a n d the lower- level fami ly 
bedroom h a d beds made up for nighttime 
travel , a n d A m t r a k personnel thought the car 
m a y be put o n display i n Toronto over the 
next few days. N o display took place, a n d the 
car returned to Chicago a few days later 

E X T R A SERVICE A T CHRIST14AS 
There w f l l be Christmastime changes to the 
schedules of the Ocean (Trains 14 /15 ) a n d 
the Chaleur (Trains 1 6 / 1 7 ) . Extra trains 614 
a n d 615 w f l l r u n o n Tuesdays, December 19 
a n d 26 , o n the same schedule as Trains 14 
a n d 15 . Trains 14 a n d 15 w f l l be cancelled 
o n December 24 . 

Trains 16 a n d 17, normaUy combined 
w i t h the Ocean between M o n t r & l a n d M a t a -
pddia , w f l l be replaced by a separate 
Montrea l -Caspd t ra in , numbered 6 1 6 / 6 1 7 , 
from December 2 0 to January 1. These w f l l 
r u n o n the foUowing days: 

616 (Mtri-Gasp6) D e c 20, 22, 27, 29, 3 I 
617 (Gasp6-Mtri) D e c 21, 25, 28, 30, Jan. I 

These are the u s u a l days o f operation of 
the Chaleur, except that there is no 
G a s p d - M o n t r & l t r a i n o n December 2 3 , a n d 
no M o n t r d a l - C a s p d t r a i n o n December 24 . 

B y not r u n n i n g T r a i n 617 f rom Caspd o n 
December 2 3 , the crew w f l l either have a 2-

Rail a n d T r a n s i t • N o v e m b e r 1995 • 17 



Transcontinental Railway and transit news from coast to coast 

day layover i n Gaspd, i n c l u d i n g Christmas 
Eve a n d Christmas morn ing , or they w f l l be 
deadheaded home for the holiday. 

Tra in 616 w f l l leave M o n t r e a l at 19 :45 , 
a n d r u n 45 minutes b e h i n d the Ocean to 
Matapddia . Since the Gaspd t r a i n won ' t have 
to spend t ime i n Matapdd ia switching , i t w f l l 
t h e n r u n o n the regular schedule o f Tra in 16 
fix3m Matapdd ia to Caspd. The final a r r iva l 
t i m e i n C a q > d w f l l b e 11 :30 instead o f 11 :10 , 
w h i c h cou ld be schedule padd ing to account 
for delays a n d heavy passenger traffic. S i m i 
larly, Tra in 6 1 7 w f l l r u n o n the regiflar sche
dule Caspd to Matapddia , and, not h a v i n g to 
w a i t for Tra in 15 i n Matapddia , w f l l r u n 45 
minutes ahead o f the Ocean, a rr iv ing i n 
M o n t r d a l at 07 :40 . -Tom Box, AJon Switzer 

H E P II C O A C H E S D E L A Y E D 
The f o rmal introduct ion o f VIAs H E P E 
coaches into southwest Ontar io service has 
been delayed b y the s l ow deEveiy of seats 
f rom the supplier i n Spa in . Several cars were 
i n service i n mid-Novembej ; b u t w i t h tempor
ar i ly - instal led spare L R C seats. A n official 
roU-out a n d l a i m c h of the n e w equipment is 
scheduled for January 1996 , w h e n aU compo
nents are avai lable . 

The rebui l t ex -U.S . B u d d coaches have a 
revised pa int scheme, w i t h a sUghtly darker 
b lue co lour o n the w i n d o w band , accented b y 
a t h i n ye l l ow stripe a l ong the top. The cars 
also have prominent reflective si lver rec
tangles spaced closely a l ong the frame sides, 
for improved grade crossing visibflity. 

COMMUTER RAILWAYS 
G O SERVICE C U T S 

The Ontario g o v e m m e n f s cost-cutting efforts 
are h i t t ing 5 5 0 0 Toronto-area commuters 
w i t h reduced service o n C O t r a i n a n d bus 
routes. The cuts w f l l save $2 .9 -miI l i on a n n u -
aEy a n d were approved i n early November at 
a C O Transit board meeting. Some of the 
changes w f l l take effect i n December a n d 
others w f l l beg in i n early 1996 . 

In Decembei; ox>eration o f 12-car trains 
o n the busiest Lakeshore trains was sche
duled to end, a n d the trains w f l l r u n w i t h t e n 
cars. This gives a substantial cost savings, as 
two F59PHS are required for the 12-car 
trains, but a single F 5 9 P H can handle a 10 -
car t ra in . There w f l l be more standees o n 
these trains as a result o f the shorter consists. 

The last afternoon t r a i n to Stouffvflle w f l l 
be changed o n January 8 to operate earl ier 
at 16 :40 , instead o f the current 18 :03 . The 
17:20 departure w f l l r e m a i n imchanged . The 
n e w departure t i m e is expected to attract 
more customers, a n d increase revenues b y 
$ 1 8 8 000 each yean G O h a d w a n t e d to move 
the 18 :03 departure earEer for some t ime , 
but h a d been l i m i t e d b y the avaflable t r a i n 
paths o n the T T R a n d CN's K ings ton Subd iv i 
s ion. A t the same time, C O bus service 

between Scarborough Ci ty Centre a n d U x b r i -
dge /Coodwood w f l l end, a n d there w f l l be no 
connect ing bus service to a n d firom C O trains 
at Stouffvflle. Two homebormd U n i o n Sta -
tion-Stouffvflle train-bus evening trips w f l l be 
operated, however compared to the one 
current t r ip . 

Also o n January 8, a l l off-peak service o n 
the M i l t o n l ine w i l l be e l iminated. The five 
eastbound m o m i n g a n d five westbound 
afternoon trips w i l l r emain , but the 08:25 
a n d 15 :25 Uiuon-Er indale , the 09 :10 a n d 
16 :08 Er inda le -Union , the 18 :15 M i l t o n -
U n i o n , a n d the 19 :35 U n i o n - M i l t o n trips w i l l 

. be removed. The eflminated runs w i l l be 
replaced b y buses, a n d a n hour ly bus service 
w f l l operate from U n i o n Stat ion to M i l t o n 
from 18 :50 to 22 :50 . Separate buses w f l l 
serve the inner a n d outer parts o f the route, 
arid w f l l give n e w service to the Square One 
shopping m a l l i n Mississauga. 

Also a imounced, but w i t h no start dates 
given, was a reduct ion o n the R i c h m o n d H i l l 
fine f r o m four m o m i n g trains to three. O n 
the Lakeshore West a n d Lakeshore East l ines, 
two weekday m o m i n g trips w f l l be combined 
into one, as w i l l two homebound runs i n the 
evenings. A t r a i n to Oakvi l l e w i t h l o w rider-
ship w i l l also be cancelled. 

The H a m i l t o n C O Centre, the former 
T H & B station, or iginal ly p lanned to open i n 
the f a i l of 1995 , w f l l open at the end of 
January 1996. The centre w i l l replace the C N 
James Street stat ion a n d the former Cray 
Coach /Canada Coach fines bus depot. 

—Canadian Press, Globe and Mail, 

GO Transit, Picbard Carroll 

TOURIST RAILWAYS ^ 
A N D MUSEUMS 

W A T E R L O O A N D ST J A C O B S 
B y m i d - N o v e m b e j construction h a d beg im o n 
a n e w stat ion for the p lanned Waterloo a n d 
St. Jacobs R a i l w a y i n d o w n t o w n Waterloo. 
The stat ion is o n Father D a v i d Bauer Drive, 
near the Seagram M u s e i u n . The w o r k is 
expected to be f inished i n t ime to a l l o w t r a i n 
service f r o m Waterloo to the Ehn i ra M a p l e 
Syrup Festival o n Aprfl. 6, a l though t r a i n 
service w f l l n o r m a l l y operate on ly between 
Waterloo a n d St. Jacobs, w i t h a day pass 
sefling at $ 8 per person. 

Opponents of the t r a i n i n St. Jacobs are 
disappointed that the w o r k has started; the 
group is s t i l l p l a n n i n g a n appeal to the NTA. 
R a i l w a y opponents say i t w f l l increase the 
number of tourists i n the vfllage, a n d erode 
the qual i ty o f l i fe . In part i cula j the group is 
concerned about large numbers of tourists 
w a l k i n g through residential streets o n the 
w a y f r o m the stat ion to the vfllage's m a i n 
street. "I feel sick for the people w h o Eve 
there," sa id one spokesperson. 

—Kitchener-Woterfoo Record 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY 
VIA R D C B L O W N U P F O R T V S H O W 

The popu lar Fox television series "The 
X-F i l es " was be ing filmed at Porteau, o n the 
B C R S q u a m i s h Subdivis ion, dur ing the week 
of November 9. They were us ing B C R SD40-2 
756, w h i c h h a d the w h i t e stripe covered i n 
b lack a n d lettered "Northeast R a i l " o n the 
cab side. They also h a d seven of the 
newly-painted e x - C N / V I A coaches for the 
" R o y a l H u d s o n " a l l relettered over their 
names w i t h the s ign "Northeast R a i l " effec
tively b lo t t ing out w h a t cars they are other 
t h a n the ir numbers, w h i c h are 156280, 
155060 , 155940 , 154970 , 125030, 156420, 
a n d 15618 . 

O n the south end of the consist was 
former V I A K D C - 2 6211 , originafly C P R 
9112 . This car was destroyed o n November 
14, b l o w n up as part of the filming. It h a d to 
r e m a i n mob i l e afterwards, so i t could be 
towed back to W n c o u v e r for scrapping. 

—Deon Ogle 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
T R A N S C O N A L A Y O F F S 

C N issued layoffs notices o n November 3 for 
485 workers at Winnipeg 's Transcona shops. 
The layoffs, effective November 9, involve a 
w i d e range o f employees f rom carmen to 
labourers. About 3 5 0 workers w i l l be left on 
the j ob through Christmas. The company says 
the 4 8 5 employees w i l l be cal led back to 
w o r k J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1 9 9 6 . As w e l l , 2 6 6 workers 
w h o were l a i d off i n September because of a 
reduct ion i n w o r k l o a d are to be brought back 
at the end o f January. A C N spokesman said 
the temporary layoffs have been imposed i n 
order to conta in operating costs, a n d denied 
that the move was part of C N Rail 's 
privat isat ion. —Canadian Press 

R E M O T E - C O N T R O L S W I T C H I N G BEGINS 
A November 2 2 C N operating bu l l e t in states, 
"Effective immediate ly Locomotive Contro l 
System (Belt Pack Operations) are i n oper
a t i o n at Greater 'Wncouver Terminals, 
Kamloops Yard , a n d Greater E d m o n t o n Ter
m i n a l s . " If y o u see red strobe lights f lashing 
o n a uni t , y o u H k n o w i t is under remote 
contro l . —Dean Ogle 
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Transcontinental Railway and transit news from coast to coast 

BURLINGTON NORTHERN 
SANTA FE 

S K A G I T RIVER B R I D G E W A S H O U T 
A combinat ion o f early snowfa l l i n the m o u n 
tains fo l lowed by heavy rains a n d w a r m i n g 
temperatures created widespread f looding i n 
w e s t e m Washington . O n November 9, logs 
a n d debris w a s h i n g d o w n the Skagit R iver 
p i l ed up against BNSF ' s Coast l i n e bridge 
between BurHngton a n d M t . V e m o i i , causing 
one of the concrete footings to be under
m i n e d a n d shift. The bridge sank between 
five a n d n ine feet, a n d as a result i t was 
closed for a week. 

O n November 10, a BurHngton, 
Washington, m a n dr iv ing a dump truck 
h a u l i n g f i l l for stabi l isat ion w o r k was 
drowned w h e n he apparently drove into the 
rag ing r iver i n the dark. 

Some trains were detoured v i a C N a n d 
CP. These trains carried cars for W n c o u v e r 
a n d for the BeUingham, Washington, area. I n 
addit ion , a 36-car barge made two dai ly 
round-trips between Seattle a n d BeUingham 
f r o m November 11 i m t i l the span was 
reopened at n o o n November 15 . Detours 
were hampered due to the outage be ing 
south of the po int where trains routed v i a 
Sumas cormect to the m a i n Hne. Thus, some 
CP detours were to or f r o m Sweetgrass, 
M o n t a n a , w h i l e others were hand led v i a the 
U P - C P cormection i n Kingsgate, B . C . a n d 
Eastport, Idaho. O n November 12 , C N 
detoured cars a U the w a y to Superio j Wisco 
ns in , for BNSF. 

A m t r a k h a d canceUed the Mount Baker 
International of November 9 due to f looding 
elsewhere; this m a y have turned out to be a 
good th ing , as otherwise the equipment 
w o u l d have been trapped i n Canada dru ing 
the closure. -Deon Ogfe 

AMTRAK 
S E A T T L E T R A I N RIDERSHIP 

Patronage o n the Seattie-\frncouver Mount 
Baker International has been variable, though 
a newspaper report sa id that trains h a d been 
fiUed to 90 percent o f capacity o n every r u n . 
O n November 2 2 , the day before U . S . T h a n k 
sgiving, the passenger co imt nor thbound into 
\frncouver was only 16 . The Fr iday after U . S . 
Thanksgiv ing , h o w e v e j the crew reported 
hav ing " a f u l l l oad . " The t e n or so days 
missed due to BNSF ' s Skagit R iver Bridge 
outage certainly didn't help matters. 

O n November 6, the Mount Baker Inter
national was made up o f four SuperHner cars 
instead o f the u s u a l Talgo trainset. That day 
the Talgo equipment was used to take Pr ince 
FeHpe de B o r b o n y C r e d a of S p a i n f r o m 
Seattle to East O lympia , Washington . 

-Deon Ogk 
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TORONTO 
P C C L A S T D A Y O B S E R V A N C E S 

O n Fr iday December 8 the T T C h a d the 
off ic ial last r u n of P C C s , ftom RusseU to 
RoncesvaUes carhouses, v ia Queen. The cats 
left RusseH at 10 :30 w i t h a poHce escort. The 
first car was 4 6 0 0 w i t h banners a n d ribbons 
o n i t , a n d i t was operated by me. The second 
car was 4601 a n d was operated b y M i k e Laus 
o f RusseU. The l ead car h a d a standing l o a d 
of media , T T C officials, school kids a n d a 
couple of rafl. fans. The second car h a d about 
seven people o n board. We made our w a y to 
RoncesvaUes at a top speed of about 2 0 
k m / h , as that was as fast the poHce car 
w o u l d go. 

A t R o n c y there was picture tak ing , a n d 
t h e n the two cats headed back to RusseU v i a 
K i n g . I h a d a charter to do at about 13 :00 
us ing 4 6 0 0 . There were about t en of us o n 
the c a j a n d w e took i t up to St. C la i r to say 
good bye, as that is where they started back 
i n 1938 . We also traveUed o n the H a r b o u r -
fcont Hne, w h i c h w h e n opened i n 1990 was 
first operated by P C C s . 

The last car to operate i n regular service 
was 4611 o n 5 0 6 - C A R L T O N , out of M a i n 
Street Stat ion at 20 :34 . As this r u n becomes 
a n ight c a j i t was to be changed off at the 
west end. The operator was to r u n i t i n , a n d 
his rehef operator w o u l d b r i n g a G L R V out 
for t ime a n d place. About s ix of us ftom the 
charter went up to ride for the last tr ip o n 
4 6 1 1 , a n d w h e n i t left M a i n Street i t h a d 
about 3 0 railfans o n board, m a n y o f w h o m 
were ret ired from the T T C (and some w h o 
were not yet retired) . 

W h e n w e reached the west end, the 
operator of the car didn't w a n t to drive d o w n 
to R o n c y as his auto was parked at Lans -
downe a n d CoUege. So the inspector o n 
board sa id he w o u l d take the car i n . H e t h e n 
turned to m e a n d asked i f I w o u l d Hke to 
operate the car i n ! I sa id Y E S , so at Brock St. 
a n d CoUege, I took over the car B y this t i m e 
w e h a d two regular passengers a n d 3 0 fans. 
We aU rode d o w n to RoncesvaUes a n d Queen 
where w e exited. The inspector took the car 
into the yard, at about 21 :30 , to end the P C C 
era. There were s ix cars i n service o n Fr iday 
they a H completed their crews. C o o d Bye to 
the P C C s ! -Frank Hood 

G L O U C E S T E R C A R S T O BE S C R A P P E D 
The TTC's four remain ing unused Gloucester 
subway cars have been stripped of useful 
parts b y the Ontario Electr ic R a i l w a y H e r i 
tage Associat ion, a n d the cars w i l l be sold for 
scrap by the T T C . Cars 5066-67 a n d 5074-75 
have been stored since 1990 for possible c o n 
vers ion to w o r k cars, but are not required. 
The cars were m o v e d to the closed-DavisviUe 
carhouse a n d stripped there, a n d were then 
t owed to W i l s o n Carhotise o n November 19. 
F r o m there they w i U be t rucked away a n d 
scrapped. Consideration h a d been given to 
cosmeticaUy restoring the cars for use i n 
celebrating the TTC's 7 5 t h armiveisary i n 
1996, but the cost cou ld not be justif ied. 

The major i ty of the class were scrapped 
at W i l s o n i n 1990 -91 . E ight C-cars r e m a i n i n 
the TTC's w o r k service fleet, four as subway 
r a i l g r ind ing locomotives, two as tunne l 
w a s h i n g t r a i n locomotives, a n d two as refuse 
coUection cars. -Roy Corky, SH 

S U B W A Y D E R A I L M E N T 
The T T C h a d a rare subway derailment; at 
K i p H n g Stat ion o n November 13 . A t about 
21 :40 , the second t ruck of the lead car o n 
eastbound R u n 82 derailed for a distance of 
about 300 feet, as the t r a i n was leaving the 
stat ion. The derai led t r a i n came to rest f ou l 
of b o t h eastbound a n d westbound tracks, a n d 
b locked westbound R u n 86. Customers left 
f r o m b o t h trains us ing the emergency end-
door evacuation ladders, a n d w a l k e d back to 
K i p H n g Stat ion . 

Subway trains were turned back east 
f r o m IsHngton Stat ion for the remainder of 
the night , a n d shuttle buses were operated 
between the two stations. The damaged car 
(H6-class 5918) was j a cked up a n d placed o n 
doUies. After the third-raH power was 
restored just before 03 :00 , R u n 86 was oper
ated reverse traffic back east to IsHngton, 
where i t crossed over a n d came west o n the 
eastboimd track to the derai lment site. The 
five undamaged cars o f R u n 82 operated 
backwards to the crossover a t KipHng, a n d 
t h e n operated east o n the westbound Hne to 
IsHngton, where they crossed over a n d con
tinued o n to Greenwood carhouse. Once the 
five cars o f R u n 82 were c l ea j R u n 86 towed 
car 5918 to Greenwood yard. 

The accident appears to have been 
caused b y a b r o k e n axle o n car 5918 , w h i c h 
m a y have been the result of a manufactur ing 
defect. A l l s imi lar axles o n the system were 
checked over the next few days, a n d no 
s imi lar defects were f o imd. The underside 
a n d t ruck of 5 9 1 8 were heavHy damaged. 

KipHng Stat ion was back i n operation at 
the beg inning of the next day a l though one 
p la t form was out o f use u n t i l after the m o m 
i n g r u s h h o u j as crews h a d considerable 
track, signaUing, a n d th i rd - ra i l damage to 
repa ir 
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