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This issue 
This month we feature news, history, and 

pictures of Canada's two newest commuter 

railways, in Montrea l and Vancouver. Our 

coverage of the Deux-Montagnes line in 

Montrea l includes photo coverage of much of 

the line's equipment and stations, inc lud ing 

some rare views of the older equipment. Just 

A. Ferronut presents photographs and descrip

tions of the unique construct ion equipment 

used on the l ine dur ing the recent rebui lding 

programme. 

C o v e r photos 
O n the front cover is a photo by Ted 

Wickson, taken at the loop at Val-Royal on a 

misty morn ing earlier this year. The veteran 

electric motors, w i th but a few more months 

of service ahead of them, are wai t ing to take 

a train south to Central Stat ion, after having 

turned around on the loop. 

The back cover shows the oldest and 

newest self-propelled cars on the Deux-

Montagnes l ine. The top photo is a C N 

archives view of one of the two early electric 

cars home-built by C N for the l ine. The posed 

and pristine condi t ion of car 15904 suggests 

that this is a builder's photo from the 1920s. 

The bot tom photo on the back cover 

shows the newest electric M U cars, bui l t by 

Bombardier i n 1994-95. Pat Scrimgeour 

captured the ceremonial first revenue tra in of 

the new equipment, at D u Ruisseau station 

on October 26, 1995, the day the line 

reopened for service after the rebui lding. 

This Issue completed January 5, 1996 

Above is a photo by Michel Belhumeur at Laval-sur-le-Lac station, showing a train typical of the Deux-
Montagnes line towards the end of 2400 V D C operation. The 1914-era boxcab motors are hauling a train 
of comparatively-new 1950s coaches, leased from VIA and fitted with opening windows, to eliminate the 
need to maintain the on-board airconditioning. Also common during the rebuilding period was the sight of 
old and new plant; on the left are new masts, ready for the 25 kV A C catenary; on the right are the old 
lattice masts, from the original electrification of the line. This station was not rebuilt, and the new trains 
now pass this site without stopping. 
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MONTREAL'S ELECTRIFIED RAILWAYS 

A train towards Montreal, led by Z-l-a boxcab 
6713, one of the original Canadian Northern 
electric locomotives from 1918, at Val-Royal, in a 
photo by John Carter, from September 1988. 

A connect ion w i t h the history of Canada's 
railways was lost when C N R electric 
locomotives 6710 and 6711 brought a 
suburban t ra in into Montreal 's Central 
Stat ion for the last t ime on June 2, 1995. 

These two motors had taken the first 
t ra in through the tunne l i n 1918, were the 
longest-surviving locomotives i n regular, 
cont inuous service i n Nor th Amer ica, and 
were the only locomotives remaining from 
one of the predecessor rai lways to Canadian 
Nat ional . Bui l t i n 1918, they predated diesel 
engines and outlasted locomotives bui l t even 
50 years later. 

This is not a comprehensive history of the 
l ine. These pages outl ine, w i t h photographs, 
tables, and maps, the expansion and 
contract ion of a system of electrified railways 
i n Montrea l over a period of 80 years. More 
informat ion on the construct ion of the l ine 
and the recent reconstruction is i n Just A. 
Ferronut's Ra i lway Archaelogy colurrm, later 
i n this issue. 

Electrified railways of Montreal, 1918-1995 

Moncreal-EsfJ 

Mbntreal-Nord 

H. C. ofM. 
1923 

Saint-Eustache-sur-le-i 
Deux-Montagnes 
Grancl-Moulin 

Ca r t i e r v i l l eV 

Can. Nor. 
19)8 

Lazard 
Val-Royol , 

Bois-Franc /tunnel Terminal^ " M ' t . . ™ - ? 
/fcentral Station ^ '̂̂ ^^^^ 

Turcot East 
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Tunnel Terminal 
The Tunnel Terminal was bui l t by the 
Canadian Northern as a temporary station at 
the southern end of the Mount Roya l Tunnel, 
unt i l a new stat ion was built as part as part 
of a major downtown development. Canadian 
Nat iona l selected the site to consolidate its 
stations i n Montrea l , and planned to bring its 
trains from the west into the new station 
from the north, through the tunnel . Work 
began in 1929, but was suspended in 1931. 
It was not unt i l 1943 that the Canadian 
Northern's aspirations were met by the 
complet ion of Centra l Stat ion. 

The top photo is of the Tunnel Terminal 
i n 1940, when it was sti l i n operation as the 
station for suburban and longer-distance 
trains to the north through the Mount Royal 
tunnel . Rue de la Gauchetiere is in the 
foreground in this view looking to the north. 
The Canadian Northern name and insignia 
remain on the bui ld ing, but the canopy is 
marked for Canadian Nat ional . 

Central Station 
The new Central Stat ion opened in 1943, but 
because of cost-cutting, it d id not at first 
a l low the complete consol idat ion of a l l of 
CN's passenger services. The new station was 
used for a l l long-distance trains and the 
suburban trains to the north. Suburban trains 
to the west cont inued to use Bonaventure 
Stat ion unt i l it was closed after a fire in 
1948. Local trains from the southeast 
continued to use the Montrea l and Southern 
Counties station unt i l that service ended. 

The new line to the south was electrified, 
and the wires were extended south from the 
new station to Bridge Street and to Turcot 
East. To el iminate noxious fumes in the 
station, electric locomotives replaced steam 
engines to move passenger trains in from 
these points. The overhead wires were 
removed when diesel engines replaced steam. 

The centre photo on this page shows a 
train arr iv ing into Central Stat ion from the 
Mount Roya l tunnel on Apr i l 30, 1950, 
behind GE boxcab 9101 (retired i n 1995 as 
6711 ) . The tracks to the left are those to the 
Tunnel Terminal , by then no longer used for 
passenger trains. The view is to the north 
from Dorchester Boulevard (now boulevard 
Rene-Levesque); this open area is now 
completely covered by Place Vi l le-Marie . 

The lower photo is of the Tunnel 
Terminal bui ld ing i n 1950, when it was being 
used as an express terminal . The new Central 
Stat ion is i n the background. By this time, 
the Canadian Northern lettering and the 
canopy had been removed, and Canadian 
Nat iona l Express heralds had been applied. 
The bui ld ing was removed when the C N 
headquarters bui ld ing was bui l t on this site. 

A l l three photos on this page are from the 
Paterson-George col lect ion. 
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Montreal Harbour 
After the first wor ld war, the Harbour 
Commissioners of Montrea l electrified their 
terminal rai lway serving the port area, w i th 
the a im of increasing efficiency as traffic 
increased. Nine locomotives were bui l t for the 
harbour rai lway by Engl ish Electric and 
Beyer-Peacock between 1924 and 1926, but 
l imited electric operations on the railway's 
ma in tracks had begun in 1923, w i th two GE 
motors leased from Canadian Nat ional . 

Electric operations at the harbour ended 
in 1940, and the nine locomotives were 
traded w i th the C N R for seven 0-6-0 steam 
locomotives. Between the 1920s and the 
1940s, costs and technology had changed to 
the extent that electric operation was then 
more expensive. Operat ion continues at the 
harbour today w i th the Port of Montreal 's 
smal l fleet of G M diesel switchers. 

The photo, from the C N photo library, 
shows locomotive No. 102 (retired in 1995 
as C N 6717, after having last run i n 1993) , 
lettered for the "Commissaires du Havre de 
Montrea l , " w i th a string of refrigerator cars 
on the western part of the harbour railway, 
near the Canadian Pacific Steamships wharf. 
The harbour's cold storage warehouse, wh i ch 
is st i l l standing today, is the large bui ld ing to 
the east, i n the background. 

Montreal-Nord 
As part of CN's consol idat ion of its lines i n 
the Montrea l terminal area, construction of a 
l ine was begun in 1943 from Jonct ion de 
I'Est (Cohier) to Pointe-aux-Trembles. 
Suburban trains began running on this line in 
1945, from Central Stat ion to Eastern 
Junct ion , then east to Montrea l -Nord. For a 
few months, these trains were diesel-hauled, 
unt i l the electrif ication was completed i n the 
winter of 1945-46. This extension, and the 
terminal switching at Centra! Stat ion, 
required the expansion of the locomotive 
fleet beyond the seven or ig inal Canadian 
Northern boxcabs, and so the Engl ish Electric 
motors from the harbour were acquired i n 
1942 and the centre-cabs i n 1950. 

Service on this l ine was always less 
frequent than on the l ine to the north; after 
1954, there were only two trains i n the 
morning and two i n the evening. Suburban 
trains on this l ine last ran in 1968. The 
complet ion of the Metro , w i t h its connecting 
buses, had made the trip to downtown faster 
and more frequent than the train could be. 
The overhead wires were removed soon after 
the suburban trains ended. 

The photo is from the Paterson-Ceorge 
col lect ion, taken on M a y 26 , 1950, at 
Montreal -Nord. The view is to the east, and 
the end of the overhead wires can be seen at 
the far end of the siding. A nine-car train 
waits in the siding, ready to head west, back 
toward Centra l Stat ion. 
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Equipment (1918 to 1925) 
T h e original G E boxcabs 
This photo, from the Paterson-George 
col lect ion, shows Z - l - a motor No. 9102 at 
the wooden platforms af the Tunnel Terminal 
on August 28 , 1936. No. 9102 was delivered 
from General Electric as Canadian Northern 
602, and was retired i n 1995 as C N 6712. 

The first four of this series, Canadian 
Northern Nos. 100 to 103, were built in 
1914 by General Electric in Erie, 
Pennsylvania. The fifth of the same series 
was assembled by Canadian General Electric 
in Toronto i n 1916. No. 105 came as a 
separate order, and was built at the C C E 
plant in Peterborough in 1915. A l l were thus 
completed some time before the tunnel 
opened i n 1918. 

The Z - l - a and Z-4-a boxcabs were 
overhauled i n the early 1950s so that they 
had the same traction motors as the newer 
Z-5-a centre-cabs. The four C E 754 traction 
motors together generated 1100 horsepower. 

T h e boxcabs f r om the ha rbour 
No. 6716 (original ly No. 101 of the Harbour 
Commissioners of Montrea l , and retired by 
C N in 1995) and another Engl ish Electric 
Z-4-a are haul ing a tra in away from Montrea l 
at Val-Royal i n this picture, taken by David 
Onodera i n September 1992. 

These locomotives were built together by 
Engl ish Electric and Beyer-Peacock in 
England between 1924 and 1926, and 
delivered to Montrea l by ship. They were 
used at the harbour as Nos. 101 to 109 unt i l 
1940, and were traded to the CNR in 1942 
for seven 0-6-0 steam switchers, CNR Nos. 
7512 to 7518 . 

At 146 tons, they were heavier than the 
CE boxcabs, wh i ch weighed 87 tons. This, 
plus a more rigid frame, made them rougher-
riding, and they were more commonly used 
for the slower-speed work switching the 
south side of Central Stat ion. 

T h e 1925 M U cars 
Mult ip le -uni t car No. 15904, bui l t by the 
C N R in the Pointe Saint-Charles shops, looks 
brand new in this photo from the C N photo 
archives. 

Canadian Nat iona l built two M U cars, 
15903 and 15904, using electrical equipment 
that had been bought by the Canadian 
Northern but never used. Two wooden 
coaches from 1908 and 1909, wh i ch 
original ly ran on the Grand Trunk Pacific, 
were heavily modif ied to become these two 
motor cars. They were powerful enough to 
pu l l several coaches uphi l l through the 
tunnel , and were the mainstay of the 
commuter service between Montrea l , Cartier-
vil le, and Saint-Eustache-sur-le-Lac for most 
of their lives. The cars were retired in 1949, 
replaced by the new C E Z-5-a centre-cabs. 
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Equipment (1950 to 1994) 
T h e G E centre-cabs 
Ted Wickson's picture from September 1, 
1978, shows 6726 and another Z-5-a w i th a 
northbound train near the siding at La 
Prairie. 

C N bought these three locomotives new 
in 1950, to replace the 1925 MUs and to 
supplement the smal l fleet handl ing 
passenger trains at Central Stat ion. Wh e n 
they were delivered, they were numbered 200 
to 202 ; they were renumbered to become 
6725 to 6727 i n 1969, as part of a larger 
scheme associated w i th the computerisat ion 
of CN's records and car tracking. 

In the last years, a pair of these was often 
used most as a "hauler " set, to br ing diesel-
powered commuter trains through the tunnel . 
The electrics wou ld be cut off during the 
station stop at Portal Heights and run ahead 
to either the crossovers at Mont -Roya l or 
those at Jonct ion de I'Est. A C N C P 9 wou ld 
then lead the train the rest of the way to 
Deux-Montagnes. Southbound diesel-hauled 
trains wou ld coast through the tunnel and 
did not need electric pilots. 

T h e 1952 M U cars 
This photo shows a standard off-peak train of 
one motor car, 6730 , and two trailer cars at 
Laval-sur-le-Lac, across the Riviere des Mi l l e -
Iles from Deux-Montagnes. The photo is by 
M i che l Belhumeur. 

The six motor cars, M-1 to M-6, and the 
12 trailers, T-1 to T-12, were bui l t in 1952 
by Canadian Car and Foundry in Montrea l . 
Each car was 70 feet long, and was close in 
appearance to the 85-foot intercity coaches 
that Can Car was then bui ld ing for CNR. 

The cars ran in sets of three, w i th the 
motor car at the north and the two trailers at 
the south, w i th their control cabs facing 
south. The sets were combined to form trains 
of three, six, or nine cars. They wou ld often 
run as two long trains dur ing rush hours, 
mixed w i th the locomotive-hauled trains, and 
as shorter trains to provide a l l service at 
other times. 

T h e 1994 M U cars 
This photo, taken by Ted Wickson on 
February 27 , 1995, shows motor car 402 at 
the new yard at Saint-Eustache, before either 
the car or the shop was in service. 

The new Bombardier cars were delivered 
in 1994 and 1995. They were tested on the 
newly-electrified section north from the o ld 
Deux-Montagnes station (now Crand-Moul in ) 
through the winter and spring, and then 
further south as the 25 k V AC overhead 
replaced the 2400 V DC wires. Regular 
service began w i th the new cars i n October 
1995, but electrical problems w i th the cars 
led to the temporary suspension of service in 
December 1995. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR MONTREAL ELECTRIC OPERATIONS 
Boxcabs, built for Canadian Nor the rn by Genera l Electric and Canadian General Electric 
CAN. NOR. CNR 1919 NUMBERS 
NUMBERS NUMBERS FROM 1949 

NUMBERS 
FROM 1969 

SERIAL 
NUMBERS 

YEAR 
BUILT 

CNR 
CLASS 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

600 9100 100 6710 4608 1914 Z-l-a 1995 
60! 9101 lOi 6711 4609 1914 Z-l-a 1995 
602 9102 102 6712 4610 1914 z-l-a 1995 
603 9103 103 6713 4611 1914 Z-l-a 1995 
604 9104 104 6714 4612 1917 Z-l-a 1995 
605 9105 105 6715 25326 1916 Z-l-a 1995 

Boxcabs, built for Harbour Commiss ion of Montreal by English Electric and Beyer-Peacock 
H. C. O F M . CNRI9-1I NUMBERS 
NUMBERS NUMBERS FROM 19'W 

NUMBERS 
FROM 1969 

SERIAL 
NUMBERS 

YEAR 
BUILT 

YEAR 
ACQUIRED 

CNR 
CLASS 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

10! 9180 ISO 6716 582/6234 1924 1942 Z-4-a 1995 
102 918! 181 6717 583/6235 1924 1942 Z-4-a 1995 
103 9182 182 6718 584/6236 1924 1942 Z-4-a 197! 
104 9183 183 6719 585/6237 1924 1942 Z-4-a 197! 
105 9184 184 6720 696/6328 1925 1942 Z-4-a 197! 
106 9185 185 672! 697/6329 1926 1942 Z-4-a 197! 
107 9186 186 6722 698/6330 1926 1942 Z-4-a 1995 
108 9187 187 6723 699/633! 1926 1942 Z-4-a 1995 
109 9188 188 6724 700/6332 1926 1942 Z-4-a 1995 

Multiple-unit motor cars, built by Canadian National from wooden coaches 
GTP CNR NUMBERS 

NUMBERS NUMBERS FROM 1925 
COACH 
BUILT 

REBUILT 
AS MU 

CNR 
TYPE 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

2012 3714 15903 1908 1925 EP-73a 1949 
2015 3717 15904 1909 1925 EP-73a 1949 

Centre-cabs, built for Canadian National by General Electric 
ORIGINAL 
NUMBERS 

NUMBERS 
FROM 1969 

SERIAL 
NUMBERS 

YEAR 
BUILT 

CNR 
CLASS 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

200 6725 30357 1950 Z-5-a 1995 
20! 6726 30358 1950 Z-5-a 1995 
202 6727 30359 1950 Z-5-a 1995 

Multiple-unit motor cars, built for Canadian National by Canadian Ca r and Foundry 
ORIGINAL 
NUMBERS 

NUMBERS 
FROM 1969 

SERIAL 
NUMBERS 

YEAR 
BUILT 

CNR 
TYPE 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

M-l 6730 1936-1 1952 EP-59a 1995 
M-2 6731 1936-2 1952 EP-59a 1995 
M-3 6732 1936-3 1952 EP-59a 1985 
M-4 6733 1936-4 1952 EP-59a 1995 
M-5 6734 1936-5 1952 EP-59a 1995 
M-6 6735 1936-6 1952 EP-59a 1995 

Multiple-unit trai ler cars, built for Canadian National by Canadian Ca r and Foundry 
ORIGINAL 
NUMBERS 

NUMBERS 
FROM 1969 

SERIAL 
NUMBERS 

YEAR 
BUILT 

CNR 
TYPE 

YEAR 
RETIRED 

T-l 6740 1936-7 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-2 6741 1936-8 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-3 6742 1936-9 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-4 6743 1936-10 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-5 6744 1936-1 1 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-6 6745 1936-12 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-7 6746 1936-13 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-8 - 1936-14 1952 ET-69a I960 
T-9 6747 1936-15 1952 ET-69a 1995 

T-IO 6748 1936-16 1952 ET-69a 1993 
T-l l 6749 1936-17 1952 ET-69a 1995 
T-12 6739 1936-18 1952 ET-69a 1995 

Multiple-unit cars, built for S T C U M by Bombard ier 

CAR TYPE NUMBERS 
YEAR 
BUILT 

BOMBARDIER 
TYPE 

Motor cars, one control cab 400 to 456 (^ytn numixrq 1994-95 M 
Trailer cars, no control cab 401 to 449 (odd numbtnj 1994-95 R 
Trailer cars, one control cab 481 to 487 (odd numbors) 1994-95 L 

Equipment disposition 
Fol lowing the retirement of the 2400-volt 
equipment i n June 1995, most of the Z - l - a 
General Electric locomotives and the 1952 
mult ip le-unit cars have been donated or sold 
by Canadian Nat iona l to museums across 
Nor th Amer ica . None of the Z-4-a Engl ish 
Electric motors nor the Z-5-a GE centre-cabs 
has yet been disposed of. 

The first of the Z - l - a motors, 6710, has 
been taken by the Town of Deux-Montagnes. 
It w i l l be displayed opposite the new station 
at boulevard Deux-Montagnes, but unt i l the 
site is ready it is being stored i n the S T C U M 
yard at Saint-Eustache. No. 6711 is now at 
the Canadian Ra i lway M u s e u m in Saint-
Constant, a long w i t h coaches 5062 and 
5064. Z - l - a 6712 w i l l be put on display 
adjacent to the Mont -Roya l station, but is 
now i n the munic ipa l works yard of the 
Town of M o u n t Royal . No. 6714 has gone to 
the Shore Line Trolley Museum in East 
Haven, Connecticut. A n d No. 6715 , the single 
one of the Z - l -a series to be bui l t entirely in 
Canada, at the Canadian General Electric 
plant i n Peterborough, is at the Nat ional 
M u s e u m of Science and Technology in 
Ottawa. 

Also at the Canadian Rai lway Museum 
are a pair of M U cars, motor 6734 and trailer 
6742 . The South Carol ina Ra i l Road 
Museum, i n Co lumbia , South Carol ina, has 
three motor cars, 6730, 6733 , and 6735, and 
one trailer car, 6746 . Alberta Prairie Rai lway 
Excursions, based i n Stettler, Alberta, have 
trailer cars Nos. 6740, 6741 , 6744, and 
6747 . Four more trailers, Nos. 6739, 6743, 
6745 , and 6749, have gone to the Conway 
Scenic Rai l road, i n Conway, New Hampshire. 

The remaining equipment is stored at 
CN's Taschereau Yard i n Montrea l : Z-4-a 
locomotives 6716 , 6722 , 6723 , and 6724; ' 
Z-5-a motors 6725 , 6726, and 6727; M U 
motor car 6731 ; and the remaining parts of 
Z - l - a 6713 , Z-4-a 6717, and trailer car 6748, 
a l l out of service since 1993 . 

Sources 
Histor ica l mater ia l for these pages was taken 
from several issues of the UCRS Newsletter, 

Rail and Transit, and Canadian Railway and 

Marine World, as we l l as The Mount Royal 

TUnnel by /riithony Clegg (Trains and 
Trolleys, 1963) . Equipment information came 
from these same sources, plus several issues 
of Extra 2200 South and Branchline, and the 
C N brochure Heirs to a Dream. 

The informat ion and photos on these 
pages were compi led by Pat Scrimgeoui; w i th 
assistance from M i che l Belhumeur, John 
Carter, /Vrt Clowes, Scott Hask i l l , David 
Onodera, A l Peterson, and Ted Wickson. 
News came via the Internet from Tom Box, 
James Hay, Vernon Erie Ikeda, and Bob 
Scheurle. 
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1995 Re-opening 
The l ine between Mont rea l and Deux-
Montagnes was closed for reconstruction 
work dur ing the summers of 1993 and 1994. 
Each year, the transit systems in the 
Communaute urbaine de Montrea l , Laval, 
and Deux-Montagnes co-operated to have a 
bus service replace the trains. The Rai lway 
Archaeology section i n this Rail and Transit 

describes the reconstruction project. In the 
summer of 1995, the closure extended unt i l 
Octobei; but when the service resumed it was 
w i th a l l new equipment, runn ing under new 
overhead wires, governed by new signals, and 
stopping at four new stations. 

The first t ra in of the re-opened l ine was 
Train 922 , wh i ch left the new Deux-
Montagnes stat ion at 05 :30 on the morning 
of October 26, 1995. The four Bombardier 
M U cars wh i ch made up the tra in were 454 , 
447 , 443 , and 450 . (By the t ime this l ightly-
used train arrived at Central Stat ion at 06 :25 , 
there were three U C R S members i n the lead 
car.) Later i n the morning , the same four cars 
made up a special t ra in wh i ch was used for 
the official opening. The photo on this page, 
by Pat Scrimgeour, is of this inaugural train 
loading at D u Ruisseau station. 

From October 26 unt i l November 30, 
l imited service op>erated on the l ine on a 
temporary schedule. There was no service 
dur ing the evenings or on weekends, to a l low 
work on the l ine to cont inue. Speeds were 
restricted to 20 m.p.h. i n several areas where 
lineside fencing had not been completed. 

Regular service began in the evening on 
Friday, December 1, 1995, but w i th in days, 
problems were being encountered. O n 
December 4 and 5, some trains were delayed 
or cancelled because of equipment problems. 
F r om December 6 to 8, the service was 
reduced to only four inbound trains i n the 
morning and four outbound trains i n the 
afternoon. Fu l l service resumed later that 
week, but cancellations and delays were st i l l 
c ommon. There was no service again on the 
weekend of December 16 and 17, and only 
four inbound and four outbound trains ran 
on December 18 and 19. The service was 
cancel led completely from December 20 , w i th 
a p lanned resumption on January 8. 

Two problems were cited i n the Montrea l 
press. One was w i t h moisture entering the 
contro l cabinets and causing problems w i th 
the electrical system. The other was w i th the 
tract ion motors, leading to the motors being 
removed from a l l cars and shipped back to 
General Electric for modif ications. Both 
problems were l inked to the especially-heavy 
snowfal l early i n the winter. Testing of the 
retrofitted cars began before Christmas. 
Dur ing the period of the closure, work 
cont inued on other areas of concern, reported 
to be i n part icular the brake systems on the 
cars and the train-detection equipment at 
level crossings. 

CN DEUX-MON1AGNES SUBDIVISION 

Mi l e STATIONS 

0.2 RUE W I L U A M Crossovers; junct ion with Montrea l Sub. at Mile 0.0 

0.6 B O N A V E N T U R E Crossovers 

0.8 C A R E CENTRALE Platforms on tracks 9, 10, 11, and 12 at Central Station 

1.0 VILLE MARIE Crossovers; junct ion with Montrdal Sub.; south portal 

1.5 G R O T T O 

3.9 J E A N TALON Crossovers; north portal o f tunnel at Mile 4.1 

4.2 C A N O R A Canora station (formerly Portal Heights) 

4.8 MONT-ROYAL Mont -Roya l station 

6.0 J O N C T I O N DE EEST Crossovers; crossing at grade with Saint-Laurent Sub. 

6.2 M O N T P E L U E R Montpel l ier station (formerly Vertu) 

7.2 D U RUISSEAU D u Ruisseau station (relocated Monkland) 

7.7 O 'BRIEN Crossovers 

8.2 BOIS-FRANC Bols-Franc station (formerly Val-Royal) 

8.5 VAL-ROYAL End o f two tracks 

10.6 BOIS-DE-LIESSE 

12.1 S U N N Y B R O O K E Sunnyhrooke station (relocated A-Ma-Bale) 

13.4 R O X B O R O Roxboro-Pierrefonds station (formerly Roxhoro) 

15.7 ILE-BICRAS lle-Bigras station 

16.3 STE-DOROTHEE Sa inte -Doroth& station (relocated station) 

16.7 DES PRAIRIES Siding, 2270 feet 

18.0 C R A N D - M O U L I N Grand -Mou l in station (formerly Deux-Montagnes) 

19.4 D E U X - M O N T A C N E S Deux-Montagnes station (new station); siding, 1820 feet 

20.0 ST-EUSTACHE SUD South entrance to yard and shop 

20.7 ST-EUSTACHE N O R D North entrance to shop; electrification ends at Mile 21.6 

Montr^al-Deux-Montagnes line, 1995 

S^n t«-Doro t 
rfie-BigrS)" 

jBoxboro-Pj/rrefonds^ 
jT Sunnybro^e 
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WEST COAST EXPRESS BEGINS IN VANCOUVER 
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BC Transit's new West Coast Express 
commuter t ra in service began on November 
1 between Miss ion and Vancouver. Five trains 
run west over the CP Cascade Subdivis ion i n 
the morning rush hour, and the five return 
east in the afternoon. The trains are made up 
of WCE's new G M F59PHI locomotives and 
Bombardier double-deck coaches, but i n the 
early months some locomotives have been 
leased and some cars continue to be leased 
from C O Transit i n Toronto. 

Westbound trains 
Train dp Missior, City ar Waterfront 
1 1 05:28 06:45 
13 05:53 07:10 
15 06:13 07:30 
17 06:33 07:50 
19 06:58 08:15 

Eastbound trains 
Train dp Waterfront ar Mission City 
10 16:15 17:32 
12 16:45 18:02 
14 17:15 18:32 
16 17:45 19:02 
18 18:15 19:32 

In preparation for the West Coast Express, 
CTC was placed i n service between Pitt River 
and Rusk in on October 16. There was also a 
track realignment between Smi th at Mi l e 
110.0 and M i l e 110.4, a new station, 
Renfrew, at M i l e 125.7, and new single-track 
CTC between Second Narrows, Mi le 124.1, 
and Vancouver, M i l e 129.1. 

O n the first day of service, the third train 
developed engine problems and l imped into 
Port Coqui t lam. The tra in was terminated 
and passengers were offered bus tickets to 
downtown or transfers to the fol lowing 
trains. Each of the latter was 30 minutes late 
reaching Vancouver. 

O n weekends, one or more W C E sets 
deadhead from Miss ion to VIA's Vancouver 
Maintenance Centre for work that is heavier 
than can be done at Miss ion. The move is 
often about 19:45 on Friday, w i th return 
often at 16:00 on Sunday. 

The purchase of five F59PHls from C M 
was selected over a cheaper b id by Morr ison-
Knudsen to supply six rebuilt locomotives. 
This government decision has been criticised 
by the opposit ion, as the C M units have 
added $5.3-mi l l i on to the cost of setting up 
the service. BC Transit staff said that they 
had wanted to buy from C M but were 
constrained by the budget. When it became 
apparent that the C M one was the better of 
the deals, the BC Transit board decided not 
to support the staff recommendation of the 
M K Ra i l opt ion. Rather than buy six engines, 
the order was scaled back to five, and BC 
Transit entered into a maintenance contract 
w i th VIA wh ich al lows VIA to supply an 
F40PH-2 when a spare unit i f needed. 



CP CASCADE SUBDIVISION 
Mile S T A T I O N S 

M I S S I O N J C T 
8 7 . 0 junction with Mission Subdivision 

Mission City WCE station 

8 7 . 9 M I S S I O N W E S T 

94 .5 R U S K I N 

9 9 . 5 A L B I O N 

1 0 1 . 3 R I V E R R O A D 

1 0 2 8 H A N E Y 
Por t Haney WCE station 

I Q ^ ^ M A P L E M E A D O W S 

Maple Meadows WCE station 

1 0 7 . 3 Pitt Meadows WCE station 

1 0 8 . 4 P I T T R I V E R 

I 0 9 . 7 Pitt River drawbridge 

I 1 0 . 0 S M I T H 

TiTg C O Q U I T L A M 
Por t Coquitlam WCE station 

112 4 M a c A U L A Y 
Junction with Westminster Sub. 

112.9 W E S T W O O D 

I 13 .4 Coquitlam Central WCE station 

I IJ ^ P O R T M O O D Y 

Por t Moo t f y WCE station 

1 1 7 . 6 C A S S I N 

1 2 0 . 5 B A R N E T 

7244 S E C O N D N A R R O W S 

1 2 5 . 7 R E N F R E W 

1 2 6 . 9 W I L L I S T O N 

I 2 7 . 7 Crossing with BNSF Burrard Inlet Line 

1 2 8 . 3 D U N L E V Y 

I V A N C O U V E R 
Wote r f ron t W C E station 

Oppos i t e page - West Coast Express cab car 
103 on the west end of an employee special 
at the Miss ion City station on October 29, 
three days before the service began. The train 
was powered by F59PHI 902 and made up of 
cab cars 105, 101, 104, 102, and 103. At 
start-up, these were the only W C E cars 
available, and so they were formed into a 
sol id t ra in for public-relations purposes. O n 
opening day, this consist formed the final 
t ra in of the morning schedule, carrying the 
Premier, other officials, and the media. As of 
November 20 , it remained the only W C E 
consist; the other four trains were a l l C O 
Transit cars, carrying large W C E heralds on 
both sides. The photo is by Ian Smi th . 
Th is page, top - The same t ra in at Miss ion . 
This page, cent re - W C E F59PH1 909 being 

delivered by VIA, as the centre unit on 
Train 1, the Canadian, leaving Toronto on 
October 14. The photo is by Scott Hask i l l . 
This page, b o t t o m - The CPR station in 

Miss ion i n 1908, from the Paterson-Ceorge 
col lect ion. 

^ J - ' . . . . " " " * . . . l l 
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Just A . F e r r o n u t ' s 

Railway Archaeology 
A r t C l o w e s 

1625 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve, Suite 1600 
Montreal (Quebec) H3H 2N4 

E-Mail: 71 172.3573@compuserve.com 

Back i n June I ment ioned that we wou ld be 
covering the now-recently-reopened com
muter t ra in l ine from Montrea l to Deux-
Montagnes. Wel l , i t looks l ike we are getting 
back on track w i th things around here. 

After I first decided to do a co lumn on 
the Deux-Montagnes reconstruction, I started 
looking at the reams of mater ia l that has 
been publ ished on this l ine. M y d i l emma was, 
therefore, what angles on this story had not 
been covered? 1 was drawing a b lank unt i l I 
happened to see a presentation on the three-
year reconstruction project by CN's assistant 
chief engineer for special projects, Jack Davis. 
He made a comment about the amount of 
home-built equipment used o n the project. 
This turned a light on - why not cover some 
of the construct ion proposals of this l ine, 
inc luding the present one, as we l l as some of 
the home-built equipment used? The more 1 
thought of this approach, the better I l iked 
the idea; it wou ld show some of the local 
ingenuity used, and wou ld give us a chance 
to take a quick look at the project, the cu lmi 
nation of many years of talks, plans, and 
more talk, about improv ing this l ine. 

When d id the first thoughts of improve
ments occur? 1 expect it is quite probable 
that S. J . Hungerford was already th ink ing of 
improvements to the l ine as Canadian North-
e m electric locomotive No. 601 pul led the 
first passenger train carrying the general 
publ ic from the Tunnel Terminal i n Montrea l 
at 8:15 a.m., o n October 2 1 , 1918, bound for 
Ottawa and Toronto. 1 say this know ing the 
owners', Mackenz ie and Mann's , phi losophy 
of bui ld ing cheap, then i f the l ine made 
money, upgrading it. If it didn't, they didn't 
lose much. 

The reopening of this reconstructed 
commuter rai lway l ine on October 26 , 1995 
put it on a new plateau i n the 77 years of 
operation, and marked the cu lminat ion of 
plans that have existed for at least 30 years 
for higher-speed m o d e m suburban tra in 
service. So, before 1 start look ing at the 
recent reconstmct ion program, I'll out l ine a 
few of the many schemes that have been 
considered for this l ine. 

The first major improvement was the 
nine-mile extension of the electric operation, 
from its previous end at \^1 Royal (originally 
cal led Lazard) to St. Eustache-sur-le-Lac 
(later cal led Deux-Montagnes) i n Ju l y 1925. 
This remained the nor them terminal of elec
tric operations unt i l the present upgrade that 
extended the catenary approximately another 
four miles, to north of the new equipment 
maintenance centre at Saint-Eustache. 

The Deux-Montagnes l ine and the Mount 
Roya l Tunnel were key elements i n a 1927 
proposal for a new central passenger station. 
Whi le Canadian Nor them had acquired a 
right-of-way south of their Tunnel Terminal, 
it was directed towards the harbour and the 
Montrea l Harbour Commissioner's trackage, 
wh i ch had been electrified by the Commis
sion shortly after the opening of the Deux-
Montagnes line. By 1927 Canadian Nat ional 
had not only been given the Canadian North
ern, but it had also amalgamated w i th the 
Grand Trunk Railway, so the th inking was 
somewhat changed. The new 1927 plan 
proposed what is now the present track 
al ignment from Central Stat ion to the Vic
toria Bridge for passenger trains to eastem 
Quebec and the Mari t imes. 

Passenger trains to and from the west on 
the Grand Trunk l ine wou ld use a proposed 
cut-off from Pointe-Claire to Saraguay, near 
Val-Royal on the Deux-Montagnes line. We 
discussed this proposed l ine i n our May 1995 
co lumn. This double track route wou ld let 
these passenger trains access the proposed 
central station and avoid a l l the road cross
ings i n the area east of Turcot. This west 
passenger entrance was never built . 

Work d id start on the new station project 
a couple of years later i n 1929. The depress
ion of the 1930s slowed up and delayed this 
and other parts of this 1927 scheme. After 
constmct ion was restarted, the new Central 
Stat ion passenger stat ion was opened for 
service on Ju l y 14, 1943. W i th Central Sta
t ion came what we now know as the Viaduct, 
the rai lway connect ion to the Victor ia Bridge 
and to the Grand Tmnk route to the west. 

Whi l e there were several other aspects of 
this 1927 proposal, only one other directly 
affected the Deux-Montagnes line. Canadian 
Nat iona l had amongst its problems the fact 
that it was ojjerating three pr ime stations i n 
Montrea l , plus the Montrea l & Southem 
Counties station on M c C i l l Street. The major 
stations were the Canadian Nor them Tunnel 
Terminal , about 400 yards away the Grand 
Tmnk's Bonaventure Stat ion, and about three 

miles east the Canadian Northem's Moreau 
Street Stat ion. The problem was that there 
was no convenient rai lway l ink between 
them. C N trains had to travel the 108-mile 
nor them loop to Rinfret Junc t i on (near St-
Jerome) and Joliette to get from the Tunnel 
Terminal or Bonaventure Stat ion to Moreau 
Street Stat ion. Occasionally, C N could get a 
little rai lway traffic through via the Harbour 
Commissioner 's trackage. 

Therefore, the 1927 proposal also 
inc luded a l ine from Eastem Junct ion (Jonc
t ion de TEst) on the Deux-Montagnes line 
east across the is land of Montrea l to connect 
w i t h the Moreau Street - Jol iette l ine. Con
struct ion started i n Apr i l 1944 on the new 
line from Jonc t i on de I'Est to Bout-de-l'Ile on 
the Moreau Stat ion line. The l ine was opened 
to through traffic into Central Stat ion on 
August 12, 1945. The port ion of this new 
line w i th in the City of Montrea l , 5.86 miles 
between Montrea l Nord and Jonct ion de I'Est, 
was electrified over the winter of 1945-1946. 
W h e n this was completed, electric locomo
tives took over the operation of the suburban 
trains that had been operating to Montrea l 
Nord since August 13, 1945. 

One of the next major proposals for 
upgrading this commuter service came in the 
fal l of 1964, just as various plans were being 
developed for Montreal 's Expo 67. At that 
t ime, the cost to upgrade the Deux -
Montagnes l ine for more-frequent service was 
estimated at $41.5 mi l l i on . It was expected 
that this proposal cou ld be ready by 1966, 
pr ior to the opening of Expo. This scheme 
envisaged not only cont inued electric oper
at ion on the ma in line and the Cartierville 
spur, but also proposed a new spur from near 
Ste-Dorothee to serve Chomedey-de-Laval. 
The other feature of this scheme, dubbed the 
"Rapide , " was that it was to later acquire and 
use the ra i lway cars from the Expo Express, 
fo l lowing the end of the World's Fair. 

S imi la r improvement schemes appeared 
periodical ly over the intervening years. The 
constmct ion of the internat ional Airport at 
M i rabe l resulted i n a flurry of proposals to 
extend the Deux-Montagnes to provide new 
rapid, electric service to the airport. 

Whi l e the local citizens had been given 
numerous promises for improved railway 
service, it wasn't unt i l 1992 that plans and 
commitments started to gel. The proposal 
was for a total rebui ld of the railway, inc lud
ing new electric M U cars designed to operate 
on 25 k V AC , instead of the o ld 2400 V DC 
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system. The estimated project cost was $270-
mi l l i on . 

Under the 1992 proposal, the new oper
at ion wou ld be centred around a new ma in
tenance facility and yard in Deux-Montagnes 
at the north end of the l ine. Not only wou ld 
this fit in w i th the STCUM's p lan to look 
after the maintenance of its o w n new ro l l ing 
stock, it wou ld give a base for testing the 
new equipment whi le the o ld system was st i l l 
i n operation. The rails i n this yard are the 
older rails lifted from the commuter l ine i n 
1993. The material taken from the ra i l un 
dercutting along the l ine also helped supply 
the f i l l and foundation for the new yard. 

The new equipment wou ld consist of 
power-car and trailer units, coupled in groups 
of five to provide the equivalent of a ten car 
train. The new cars were to be bui l t by Bom
bardier, mainly in Quebec. 

The construction schedule tied together 
the length of Montreal 's construct ion seasons, 
equipment design and construct ion times, 
and such things as ridership demands and 
Quebec annual vacation period. The result 
was a tight three-year schedule. It was agreed 
that there would be a total shutdown of the 
system over the summer months, w i th 
reduced service dur ing the spring and fal l . 

These shutdowns also impacted CN's 
freight service to its customers in the area, 
inc luding the C M plant near St-Jerome. 
Disrupt ion to freight operation between 
Jonct ion de I'Est and Saraguay (Doney Spur) 
was kept to a m i n i m u m , and some service to 
C M ' s plant was over CP R a i l trackage. 

The o ld 2 4 0 0 V DC electrical power 
system, as we l l as the signal system, had to 
be kept operational unt i l the th i rd year, 
1995. However the four miles of new high 
voltage catenary erected north of the o ld 
Deux-Montagnes station permitted testing of 
the new equipment starting in 1994. 

The design of the new service cal led for a 
number of the stations to be relocated. This 
was done to a l low better transfers w i th local 
transit services, roads, and highways. The 
station relocations required changes to the 
ra i l plant layout, inc luding revised cross-over 
and signal locations, and this made the ra i l 
relaying more complex, since the o ld plant 
had to Ijc kept usable un t i l the 1995 
shutdown. 

The in i t ia l design cal led for extension of 
the double tracking for most of the l ine on 
Montrea l Island. Due to the expected costs, 
this was replaced w i th long sidings at some 
of the stations. 

As part of the work, the l ine was 
renamed the Deux-Montagnes Subdiv is ion. 
This new subdivision name extends south of 
Central Stat ion almost a mi le to near C N 
Cape, where M i l e 0.00 of the Deux-Monta
gnes Subdiv is ion was established. The former 
Mount -Roya l Subdiv is ion was total ly gobbled 
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up, as was a port ion of the o ld Montfort 
Subdiv is ion. The Montfort Sub. and its o ld 
mileages remain north of the new mainten
ance centre. 

Dur ing 1993, the tunne l was upgraded to 
provide improved clearances for the signals 
and their cables. The road bed and drainage 
was also improved in the tunnel . The other 
major work dur ing this first year of construc
t ion was the rehabi l i tat ion of the roadbed, 
rai l laying, and tie replacement. To help 
reduce long term maintenance, large size 
ballast was used. 

The top photo on page 13 shows the 
compl icated relationship of o ld and new -
C N M 4 2 0 3568 hauls two new commuter 
cars (444 and 437) , along wi th veteran C E 
boxcab 6710 at Saraguay on June 15, 1995. 
The S T C U M cars were being delivered to the 
new yard for preparation for service, whi le 
6710, retired a few weeks earlier, was being 
hauled to the yard for storage. Deliveries of 
the new cars continued throughout the first 
hal f of 1995. 

A number of the contractors had gone to 
Europe to discuss electrified ra i lway construc
t ion techniques there. Various European com
panies wanted to either sub-contract work or 
to sel l expensive specialised equipment to the 
contractors. From the knowledge gained on 
their European trips, the Montrea l contractors 
were able to decline the expensive assistance, 
and returned home to bu i ld or modify equip
ment to suit their special needs. 

The photos show .some of this equipment. 
The track contractor relied heavi ly on his 
modif ied trackmobile and home-buil t , crane-
equipped flat cars, (Page 13, middle photo). 
This design met the requirements for CROR 
operation, but more important ly provided the 
equipment to lift and lay ra i l , etc., quickly. 
Other more-standard equipment, such as the 
ballast regulator in the tottom photo on page 
13, were used during the 1993 tracklaying. 

Since Montrea l is on an island, and the 
Deux-Montagnes line hops across several 
other islands on its 20-mile tr ip to Deux-
Montagnes, there are several substantial 
bridges near the north end, and they require 
periodic inspections. In this case they also 
needed to be examined to determine the 
most suitable locations for attaching the new 
catenary system. The top photo on page 14 
shows a C N bridge inspection truck at work. 
These trucks are hi-rai l equipped and have a 
sectional boom wi th an inspection basket at 
the end, much l ike a fire department snorkel 
truck. The operator in the basket manoeuvres 
the boom underneath the bridge for a good 
look at the structure. 

The summer of 1994 saw considerable 
pre l iminary work for the new catenary system 
and stations. One problem relating especially 
to the placement of the new foundations of 
the catenary system, was getting the concrete 
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foundations in place. The so lut ion for digging 
the holes for the foundations is shown in the 
middle photo on page 14, where Petrifond's 
Little Giant No. 138 truck-mounted soi l auger 
was equipped w i th hi-ra i l wheels, and rol led 
along the rails to dig the required foundation 
holes. It is seen here in Saint-Eustache, north 
of boulevard Industriel. This was fol lowed a 
standard concrete delivery truck (Beton 
Mob i l e du Quebec No. 74, page 14, bottom) 
equipped w i th hi-rai l wheels, and supplying 
the concrete for the catenary foundations, 
seen here at boulevard Deux-Montagnes. 

M a n y of the posts for the new catenary 
system, where they cleared the existing over
head, were erected during 1994. This work 
was done by standard boom trucks, again 
mounted on hi - ra i l wheels. The top photo on 
page 15 shows such a boom truck at work. 
The catenary, except for the northern test 
section, erected earlier, was put in place 
during 1995. These three pieces of equipment 
helped keep costs down whi l e ensuring the 
speed needed to keep things on schedule. 

Finally, the bot tom photo on page 15 
shows the rai lway version of a standard sight 
around a l l urban construct ion sites - the 
johnny-on-the-spot. In this case it is mounted 
on a push car w i th rai lway wheels and 
coupled w i th a tool cart, and seen at boul
evard Industriel i n Saint-Eustache. This 
enabled the crews to keep both these essen
t ia l items near their work site. 

Whi le 1993 was the heavy track year, 
1994 was the season for getting the signal 
cables and foundations in place. This project 
saw the upgrading of most of the at-grade 
road crossings along the line. (Two grade 
separations had been reconstructed in 1993, 
and a third was done in 1995) . Work on the 
stations and parking lots was a l l meshed 
together w i th the heavier work. 

The f inal year saw the removal and 
relocation of the various crossovers, s ignal 
work, and f inishing of the stations. W i th the 
higher voltage, a l l the adjacent fencing, hand 
rail ings, s ignal equipment, and any other 
nearby metal object had to be grounded. By 
late Ju l y 1995, system testing, especially of 
the signal installations, was started and 
gradually extended southward. 

So, over the three years, two almost 
separate systems, the ra i lway plant and the 
new rol l ing stock, were bui l t and made into 
a single system that may form the basis of a 
growing electric rai lway commuter system 
around Montreal . It was a long t ime coming, 
and it has had some teething problems, but 
satisfied comments from commuters show 
that it was worth wai t ing for. 

Many thanks for the photos; most are by Michel 
Belhumeur. except page 13, middle and bottom, and 
page 15, top, by Gaetan Hall of CANAC 
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Transcontinental Railway and transit news from coast to coast 
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VIA RAIL CANADA 
PRIVATISATION S T U D Y 

Transport Min is ter Doug Young, the architect 
of Ottawa's drive to get out of the transporta
t i on business, has warned that V IA R a i l 
Canada may be the next federal asset to be 
sold. "I a m a f i rm believer i n the need for 
passenger rati service i n this country but 
there is a price to be pa id and I th ink the 
t ime w i U be ripe over the Christmas break 
and into the new year to begin a very serious 
look at what the future of passenger ra i l 
should be," Mr . Young said. 

The p lanned review w o u l d focus on the 
future of passenger ra i lway service and how 
VIA should fit i n . VIAs fate l ike ly w i l l be 
decided w i t h i n a year. This is first t ime that 
the government has raised the possibi l i ty of 
sel l ing VIA. 

Short ly after the ministePs announcement 
of a possible pr ivat isat ion, a Transport 
Canada memorandum was released that 
concluded that V IA R a i l cannot survive w i th 
out federal subsidies, m a k i n g its wholesale or 
even piecemeal pr ivat isat ion un l ike ly i n its 
current form. 

"There is no prospect that V IA as a fu l l 
transcontinental enterprise can continue its 
operations w i thout subsidies," says the inter
n a l document. "The current level o f perform
ance holds no promise for a purely commer
c ia l operat ion w h i c h is able to recover aU 
operating and capi ta l costs." A n d no current 
part o f the network - whether the western 
or eastem transcontinental , services, or ser
vices to remote areas — has any chance of 
mak ing a profit, says the two-page review. 

Federal government subsidises to V IA 
have steadily decreased i n recent years, and 
the reductions are p lanned to continue. 
Subsidies i n 1993 were $348-mi l l i on , decrea
sing to $318-miUion i n 1994. P lanned sub
sidy levels for 1997 are $233-mi l l i on . V I A 
carried 3.6-miUion passengers i n 1994, w i t h 
a revenue increase o f 12 percent compared to 
the previ.ous year. 

—The Globe and Mail, Canadian Press 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
BRIDGE S T R U C K BY L A K E R 

A ship fuU of gra in rammed part of CN's 
Grimsby Subdiv is ion bridge on September 28 
i n the southem part of the WeUand Canal , 
carving a 12-metre hole i n the bow and 
temporari ly disabl ing the vessel. 

The Canadian Mariner struck one of the 
concrete pi l lars of the bridge at about 9:30 
p .m. The vessel took on some watei; but i t 
cont inued sai l ing for a short distance i n order 
to tie up a long the canal's wa l l . The boat was 
never i n danger of s inking, and the bridge 
tyas not seriously damaged. The cause of the 
accident is unknown . 

The cargo ship was bound f rom Duluth 
for Baie Comeau, but because of the accident 
was expected to sai l to a closer port - poss
ib ly Prescott, Ontario - where it could 
unload the grain before mak ing repairs. 

—Canadian Press 

C N R O A D C R U I S E R F O R SALE 
C N may soon stamp its last bus t icket i n 
Newfoundland w i t h the announcement Octo
ber 2 that it's put its province-wide Road-
cruiser intercity bus service up for sale, as a 
going business. Roadcruiser operates w i t h a 
fleet of 21 buses, and has 2 7 drivers, about 
2 5 mechanics, as we l l as ticket agents and 
cler ical staff. The bus service replaced C N 
trans-Island passenger t ra in operations i n the 
late-1960s, and has been operated by C N 
ever since. 

U n i o n representatives said that drivers 
wou ld be interested i n a possible buyout of 
Roadcruisei; i f what they see as excess man
agement is e l iminated. The un ion claims that 
seven of 13 drivers who work on special 
charter jobs are considered management, that 
others i n management ranks e a m more than 
$100 000 a yeai; a n d that cutt ing overhead 
l ike that could make the service viable. The 
bus fleet is ag ing - the newest is a 1990 
model , wh i l e some are over 15 years o ld -
but a l l are i n good condit ion. The sale wo idd 
inc lude CN's garage i n St. John's . 

—Canadian Press 

N O T E S 
C N and ConraR have begun electronic trans
miss ion of freight bf l l ing information, and 
c l a im that they are the first two railways to 
use the new R E N electronic biffing system, 
developed by the rai lway industry. • O n 
November 27 , C N abandoned the Paddock-
w o o d Subdiv is ion i n Saskatchewan. 

—A/ Tuner 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
SAFETY BLITZ IN H A M I L T O N 

Bush parties and a teenager's game of 
chicken w i t h a t ra in i n the summer are two 
reasons CP Police targeted H a m i l t o n i n a 
safety campaign on two weekends i n October 
and November. The campaign inc luded a zero 
tolerance trespassing enforcement b l i tz on 
rai lway property i n the area. Pol ice were also 
o n the lookout for traffic infractions at ra i l 
way crossings, as we l l as both l iquor and off-
road vehicle violat ions o n CP property. The 
programme was cal led Operat ion R E A C C T 
CRail Safety, Educat ion and Communi ty Co
operation) . 

The efforts were prompted i n part by a n 
evening incident on J i m e 16. As many as 40 
youths were ho ld ing a bush party near the 
Hami l t on Subdiv is ion tracks under the High
way 20 h i l l . One person, w h o had been 
dr inking, stood on the track as a t ra in 
approached. One o f his friends pushed h i m 
away at the last moment, but was himsel f 
cHpped on the e lbow by the tra in . That 
section of track has been a constant problem, 
w i t h parties and people throwing objects at 
trains. Hami l ton-Wentworth poKce had calls 
to the site five t imes dur ing the summer over 
complaints about teen parties and bonfires. 

A trespassing v io la t ion carries a $65 fine. 
H ighway Traffic Act offenses for those who 
violate level crossing rules have a $105 fine 
and two demerit points. As of early Septem
ber 22 people had died i n 1995 whi le 
i l legal ly trespassing o n ra i lway tracks i n 
Ontario, and 52 were k i l l ed across Canada. 

—Hamilton Spectator 

E L E C T R O N I C BILLING 
CP has jo ined the growing number of 
rai lways that can now exchange freight 
biffing in format ion electronically. CP is n o w 
us ing the Interline Settlement System, and 
bffis for aU freight that is interl ined w i t h 
selected rai lways is passed electronicaUy to a 
clearing house operated by the Association of 
Amer i can Rai lroads i n Washington, D.C. 

The electronic sett l ing of biUs is expected 
to reduce biff ing errors, and cut the time for 
each transact ion to a few hours, from the 
previous weeks or months imder manua l 
systems. CP is us ing the new system for 
shipments to and f rom Norfo lk Southern, 
Kansas City Southem, U n i o n Pacific, 
Bur l ing ton N o r t h e m Santa Fe, CSX, IDinois 
Central , and Paducah and Louisvi l le. 

-CP Pail 

16 • Rail and Transit • October 1994 



Transcontinental Railway and transit news from coast to toast 

SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO 
C O R N H A R V E S T EARLY 

By early November huge piles of c o m were 
awai t ing shipment outside some south
western Ontario gra in elevators, and there 
were concerns the crop cou ld start to rot 
unless i t was shipped promptly. 

A l though c o m can handle a b i t o f 
weathei; losses cou ld take place i f i t is 
exposed to the elements for more than a few 
weeks. The back log stems most ly f rom a n 
early harvest. The soybean harvest normal ly 
precedes the bu lk o f the c o m harvest by a 
few weeks, but dry weather this fal l brought 
c o m off the f ield at a lmost the same t ime as 
the beans. The c o m harvest was also fast, 
w i t h many fields harvested, and sent to 
elevators, i n hal f the no rma l t ime because 
both the c o m and the fields were drier than 
usual . 

Ra i lway cars that had long ago been 
booked to ship the grain w h e n it was 
expected to arrive i n October and November 
s imply were not avai lable w h e n the early 
crop started arriving i n September. 

—London Free Press 

POSSIBLE M O V E F O R C N R 86 
Former CNR 2-6-0 86 i n London may be 
moved from its outdoors display into a new 
museum to be established i n a n empty bu i ld 
ing at the Western Fair Grounds. The new 
locat ion wou ld be just a few feet f rom the 
engine's present outdoor resting spot. 

The locomotive cou ld be j o ined by other 
artifacts, such as Guy Lombardo's award-
w inn ing speedboat, o ld transit buses, fire 
engines, and pol ice paddy wagons. The city 
counci l lor that proposed the museum noted 
that one of the biggest attractions this year at 
the Westem Fair was an o ld London Transit 
Commiss ion bus. 

The locomotive, donated by C N and on 
display i n Queen's Park since 1958, has 
suffered vandal ism and weather-related 
deterioration. Several groups, inc lud ing the 
Komoka Ra i lway Muse um, have shown a n 
interest i n acquir ing the locomotive. 

—London Free Press 

COMMUTER RAILWAYS 
M A Y O R S B L O C K S T C U M T R A I N 

By organising a n rmprecedented demonstra
t i on at the fle-Perrot commuter ra i lway sta
t ion, the loca l governments to the west of 
Montrea l took a very visible stand on October 
19 against the prov inc ia l government's propo
sal for a new regional transport body. 

Twenty of the twenty-four l oca l mayors 
made their point by standing on the ra i lway 
tracks and preventing the 06 :49 S T C U M 
commuter t ra in f rom Rigaud, w h i c h arrives at 
Ile-Perrot at 07:28, f rom proceeding any 

further. The t ra in involved is the only morn 
ing t ra in f rom Rigaud. The mayors provided 
a bus to take the 14 passengers o n the t ra in 
to downtown. 

The transport p l an includes a proposed 
annua l payment of $1 .8-mi l l i on from the 
municipal i t ies to the province, as their contr i 
but ion to the cost of metropol i tan transport, 
pr imar i ly the S T C U M commuter t ra in service 
on CP Ran. The mayors feel that west is land 
transport is inadequate, and not wo r th the 
$1.8- ini l I ion. 

" O n average, 33 people take the t ra in 
between Rigaud and Ste-Aime de Bellevue. 
Do the ma th and y ou m U be stuck by the 
fact that a b i l l of $1.8-miiLion for 33 com
muters works out to $54,500 per passenger! 
We have good reason to demonstrate our 
indignat ion, " declared one mayor. The con
sensus of the mayors, i n v iew of the price 
that each munic ipahty w i l l have to pay for 
the t ra in service, is that the region wou ld be 
better off served by a private bus service. 

—Hudson Gazette 

H A L I F A X S T U D Y 
The metropoKtan government i n Hal i fax w i l l 
fund a $35 000 feasibility study on a pro
posed commuter ra i lway service i n Hal i fax. 
The study awarded to the IBI Croup, w i l l 
look at costs, f inancing, maintenance, mar
keting, routes and ridership expectations. 
Earl ier this yeai; the city endorsed the idea of 
i ink ing a commuter ra i lway service w i t h 
Metro Transit. C N and VIA Ra i l have 
expressed interest i n the ventiure. 

—Halifax Daily News 

OTHER RAILWAYS 
C B & C N S D E R A I L M E N T 

Nine empty cars of a CB&CNS tra in left the 
tracks near l ona dur ing the afternoon of 
October 20 . There were no injuries or dam
age. The t ra in was on a routine tr ip f rom 
Sydney. Zona is where the rai lway crosses 
Grand Narrows on Bras d'Or Lake. 

—Canadian Press 

S O U T H S I M C O E RAILWAY 
Former CPR D IO class 4-6-0 1057 has 
returned to steam for the first t ime i n almost 
twenty years. The steam-up came on October 
9 at Tottenham, after the locomotive passed 
its v isual and hydrostatic tests and received 
certi f ication. Whi l e the engine was not 
moved, i t d id exchange whist le salutes w i t h 
4-4-0 136 as the latter passed by w i t h the 
regular excursion t ra in . The whist le on 1057 
sormded rather mushy the result of almost 
2 0 years accumulat ion of bugs and dirt i n the 
whist le . The more i t was used, the better i t 
soimded. 

Engine 1057 should be up and run idng 
and avai lable for excursion service early i n 
1996 i f there are no unfoiseen problems. 

—The Injector 
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GRAIN TRANSPORTATION 
A L B E R T A W H E A T P O O L CENTRALISES 

The Alberta Wheat Poo l is mov ing away from 
its t radi t ional focus on operations and facil
ities a n d towards emphasis on market ing and 
customers. This is even more essential now 
that the Westem Gra in Transportation Act 
has been dropped. Improved logistics such as 
tak ing less t ime to load a car are the goal. 
The sale or swap of grain elevators is also 
part o f the rat ional isat ion process. The poo l 
has closed 46 of the 240 elevators it had at 
the beginning of the year. —Edmonton Journal 

E L E V A T O R C O L L A P S E S 
Alberta Wheat Poo l employees worked fever
ishly to empty a gra in elevator that was 
leaning over and threatening to fall onto 
nearby railway tracks. The elevator i n Innis-
free, 160 ki lometres east of Edmonton, began 
to t ip on September 29, and was leaning at a 
20-degree angle over the adjoining C N Vegre-
vi l le Subdiv is ion. A rott ing base has been 
b lamed. The elevator was to be torn down 
after i t was emptied. 

—Canadian Press via Ted Deller 

COASTWISE SHIPPING 
C P M O V E S T O T ILBURY ISLAND 

CP completed the move of the Vancouver 
termina l for their ferries and barges to 
Vancouver Island to the new TRbmry Island 
te rmina l o n October 29 . The facil ity has two 
loading ramps and three layover berths along 
w i t h increased trai ler park ing capacity. These 
ferries move the railway cars between the 
ma in land and CP's Esquimalt and Nanaimo 
Railway. Crews are now dismantl ing the sl ip 
i n downtown Vancouver at P ier A 3 . 

-Dean Ogle 

PRINCE GEORGE B U R N S 
O n October 15, the former C N R ship Prince 

George caught fire at her Br i tannia Beach, 
B.C. , dock. A lmost two weeks afterward, 
smoke s t i l l poured f rom two upper-deck 
vents, preventing investigators f rom boarding 
the vessel and determining the cause of the 
blaze. The vessel served as a floating hotel i n 
N e w Westminster for visitors to Expo 86, and 
dur ing the clean-up after the o i l sp i l l from 
the Exxon Valdez, the Prince George was 
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towed to A laska to accommodate crews. The 
fire came just as the ship was about to start 
a new life as a f loating restaurant and hotel . 
It h a d also been recently rented out to a 
movie crew. She is currently owned by Fair-
port Investments Ltd, of H o n g Kong. The 
ship's future is imcerta in. — Voncouver Sun 

AMTRAK 
V A N C O U V E R - L O S A N C E L E S TRAIN? 

G i l Ma l l e ry chief executive officer o f Amt rak 
West, has sa id that the Los Ange les -Seat t l e 
Coast Starlight cou ld be extended nor th to 
Vancouver; but that t rackwork i n B.C. m u s t , 
be improved first. Amtrak has spent $125 -
miUion on re-equipping the t ra in a n d revers
ing a five-year s lump i n ridership. The Coast 

Starlight provides a 36-hour service between 
. Los Angeles and Seattle and is being adver
t ised as a l and cruise. Ma l l e ry sa id that $20-
m i l l i on is needed to upgrade 55 k m o f B N S F 
Une between the border and Pacific Central 
Stat ion i n Vancouver. H e hopes that the t ra in 
can start serving Vancouver i n 1998, or 
earlier. "We could br ing i t to Vancouver 
tomorrow i f the upgrading had been done," 
said Ma l l e ry —Vancouver Province 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY 
N E W C O A L D E V E L O P M E N T 

BC R a h plans to get into the coa l -mining and 
exporting business w i t h two partners. The 
railway's representatives reached a n agree
ment m principle w i t h M i t s u i Matsush ima 
Company L imited, a Japanese coal -mining 
company, and Clobal tex Industries Incorpor
ated, a m in ing development company i n 
Vancouver for j o in t f imding of feasibihty 
studies that w i l l l ook into developing coa l 
deposits at Globaltex's W i l l o w Creek property 
i n B.C. B C R has created a subsidiary, B C R 
Ventures Incorporated, for the project. 

Product ion f rom the undeveloped prop
erty, about 50 ki lometres west of Chetwynd 
on the railway's l ine to Dawson Creek, wou ld 
be targeted for As ian markets. The coal can 
be exported through the Port of Prince 
Rupert, w h i c h has spare capacity at the 
Rid ley Island terminal . 

W i l l o w Creek has two types of coal, 
thermal and "semihard" cok ing coal , for 
w h i c h M i t s u i says there are ready markets. 
Each party wou ld have a one-third interest i n 
the project, w h i c h w o u l d begin product ion i n 
1997 i f its economic feasibil ity is confirrned. 

-Knight-Pidder and Vancouver Province 

E Q U I P M E N T N O T E S 
B C R has saved $28 000 and t ime by modify
ing new C E locomotives i n its o w n shops 
instead of hav ing the bui lder do the work. 
The ra i lway added a n extra door i n the cabs 
of the four new Dash 9-44C units bought last 
spring, to make the cabs s imi lar to those on 
the older Dash 8-40C locomotives. B C R d id 

the work i n its Squamish shops, tak ing three 
days for each unit . • Seven leased former 
Sou them Pacific SD45T-2s (tunnel motors) 
were on the B C R f rom September un t i l Nove
mber; • B C R SD40-2S 737, 739, 740, and 
742 have gone to H e l m Leasing, a n d are now 
H e l m 6205, 6207, 6208, and 6210. 

—Voncouver Province, Paul Crozfer Smith 

PASSENGER TRAINS 
B C R is considering ret ir ing a l l o f its RDCs by 
the end of 1996 except possibly for two for 
the lake service between D'Arcy a n d l i l l ooe t , 
where there are no roads. They are look ing 
into a Rocky Mountaineer type of service 
between Nor th Vancouver and perhaps 
Wi l l i ams Lake, w i t h no commuter-type ser
vice other than a long the lake. T ime w i l l tel l , 
but the RDCs are fast runn ing down. 

A proposed seasonal excursion service 
over B C R a n d C N between Nor th Vancouver 
and Prince Rupert v ia Pr ince George is we l l 
a long i n p lanning . The two-day t ra in trip 
wou ld a l low passengers to see the best of 
bo th the B C R and the Skeena Valley i n day
light. The 30-hour tr ip wou ld also include 
one night i n a hote l at Prince Rupert, where 
connections can be made to A laska and 
Vancouver Island. Private investors p l an to 
start the t ra in i n 1997. 

—Deon Ogle, Jim Shephard 

WHISTLER EXPRESS O P E R A T I O N 
As a clari f ication to the i t em i n the Ju l y Rail 

and Tiansit, about the Wliistler Express, Tom 
Box writes that this service runs betv/een 
Whist ler and KeUy Lake. It is supposed to 
operate southbormd coupled to another train, 
the Prince George—North Vancouver t ra in 
when it runs, or the Lf l looet—North Van t ra in 
o n other days. A l though the scheduled service 
is just between Whist ler and KeUy Lake, the 
cars remain on the southbound t ra in unt i l 
Squamish, where they are set out. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL 
TESTS O N C H U R C H I L L LINE 

In a n attempt to see just how m u c h weight 
can be carried i n gra in cars over the Churchi l l 
l ine, C N has been conduct ing its o w n tests, 
and sent a test t ra in from The Pas to 
Church i l l i n September. The t r i a l caught the 
interest of many farmers, i n addit ion to the 
Hudson Bay Route Association, w h i c h has 
lobbied for the maintenance of the Churchi l l 
l ine as we l l as the Port itself. 

The regular C N mixed t ra in to Church i l l 
had several cars tacked o n the end for the 
test run . A m o n g them were a n a lum inum 
hopper car loaded to 177 000 poimds tota l 
weight, a second a l u m i n u m hopper loaded to 
250 000 pounds, a n d a CN-Mani toba gra in 
boxcai; also loaded to capacity. In the middle 
of that consist was a n engineering test car to 
measure the cars' performance throughout 

the tr ip . 
Lobby groups have long mainta ined that 

the Church i l l l ine is capable of supporting 
a l u m i n u m hopper cars, but the ra i lway has 
insisted that hoppers wou ld be too heavy and 
do not bend enough to handle the sometimes 
twisted t rackwork. Instead, the ra i lway uses 
the older boxcars, m a k i n g this the last l ine i n 
the country us ing boxcars to move wheat. 
The test t r a in r a n as far as Church i l l success
fully, a n d the loaded cars were emptied. They 
returned to The Pas w i t h no en-route inc i 
dents. -Ted De/fer 

S A S K A T C H E W A N A C C I D E N T S 
Saskatoon Police have charged a 20-year-old 
m a n for dr iv ing w i thout due care and atten
t i on after he drove underneath a mov ing 
t ra in . A t about 07 :00 o n October 4, the m a n 
drove his car between the wheels of a mov ing 
t ra in crossing L o m e Avenue near the Westem 
Development M u s e u m . The car came out the 
other side, its roof crushed and the front end 
smashed. The m a n was taken to hospital 
w i th , among other problems, serious neck 
injuries. 

O n November 11, a tmck sHd into a 
freight t ra in near Esterhazy and caused a 
derai lment. The t m c k driver jumped from the 
t ruck before i t hit the t ra in . C N traffic was 
diverted over nearby CP fines. 

—Canadian Press via Ted De/fer 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
C P S P E N D I N G P L A N S F O R B.C. 

Fo l l ow ing the B .C. government's introduct ion 
of legislat ion that w i l l effectively cut property 
tax on ra i lway lands by about a third, 
rai lways have anno imced projects to spend 
money i n B .C. 

CP announced a $76-mi[f ion package, 
inc lud ing tunne l improvements i n Rogers 
Pass and plans for a $35-mi l f ion container 
t e rmina l i n Pitt Meadows, a Vancouver sub
urb; the te rmina l is designed pr imar i l y for 
piggyback and container traffic, and is 
capable of handfing about 110 000 cars a 
year. The CP package includes $20-mi l f ion a 
year o f purchases i n B.C. by C E Canada, 
under a n industr ia l benefits programme 
negotiated as part of CP's recent purchase of 
83 A C 4 4 0 0 C W locomotives. 

—The Financial Post, Globe and Mai! 

C O L L I S I O N IN K ICK ING H O R S E PASS 
In the evening o f October 20 , the driver of a 
tractor-trailer carrying mater ia l east from 
Vancouver drove off the Trans-Canada High
way onto a side road near Wapta. He and his 
passenger then went to sleep. Unfortunately, 
the trai ler was not clear o f the CP ma in l ine 
and was st i l l o n the crossing. A n uph i l l 
freight h i t the rig, wh ipp ing the tractor 
a round onto a t ra i l ing locomotive. 
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TORONTO 
T - l C A R S ARRIVE 

A ful l six-car t ra in of prototype T - l class 
subway cars f rom Bombardier 's Thunder Bay 
plant are now at the I T C , and w i l l be used 
for in-service testing over the next few 
months, before series product ion a n d delivery 
starts. The six cars are numbered 5000 to 
5005, reusing numbers f rom the departed 
Gloucester series. 

Two pre-production cars, 5006 and 5007, 
were delivered earlier i n the yeat; and were 
used for structural testing, largely at Davis-
vflle yard. The cars were tmfinished inside, 
and were not used i n service. They have now 
returned to the Thunder Bay p lant for fitting-
out into standard T - l cars. The six cars 
currently on the property have so far been 
used for late-night instrumented testing, 
w i thout customers on board. 

In a major change f rom past practise, the 
new subway cars were delivered by ra i lway to 
the TTC's HrQcrest shops, a n d from there 
were trucked to Greenwood carhouse. Recent 
changes to the TTC track layout at Green
w o o d yard, as part of its expansion, e l imin
ated the standard-gauge spur off CN's K ing
ston Subdivis ion that had been used to 
defiver aU TTC subway cars since the 1960s. 
A spur off of CP's Nor th Toronto Subdiv is ion 
remains available at Hi l lcrest . The six cars 
were moved out on weekends, w i t h the last 
two arriving on November 18/19, and re
main ing on the spur un t i l they were trucked 
out a few days later. -Roy CbWey 

BUS P U R C H A S E S 
The TTC has a imoimced changes to its bus 
purchase plans. The order fox 135 lift-
equipped 40-foot buses, p laced w i t h NovaBUS 
i n mid-1995, never received, funding confir
ma t i on from the province. Instead, the order 
has been given to Or i on Bus Industries, a n d 
w i l l be for 135 lift-equipped Or i on V h igh-
floor 40-foot buses, for delivery i n the second 
ha l f of 1996. A t almost the same t ime, 50 
addit ional l i ft-equipped Or i on Vs wf l l be 
delivered, as part of a n earlier 100-bus order. 
The remaining 50 buses f rom that order w i l l 
be delivered i n 1997, as low-floor Or ion V is , 
and w i l l l ike ly be tested on the busy 
29 -DUFFERIN route. 

VICTORIA 
LRT PLANS A L V E 

In mid-Novembei; the B.C. government 
announced that i t w o u l d f imd a study of 
commuter service for the Victor ia area. The 
study w i l l l ook at available routes for l ight 
r a i l transit, inc lud ing the E & N l ine and the 
disused C N right-of-way. 

Peter Chapman, a Victor ia inventor has 
suggested that modif ied buses and other 
vehicles could use the Esqi i imal t and 
Nana imo to ease the "Co lwood c r aw l " traffic 
jams wi thout spending hundreds of mfl l ions 
on LRT equipment. Chapman's proposal is 
based on the not ion that buses could be 
equipped i n the same way as ra i lway h i - ra i l 
trucks, w i t h retractable wheels. H e envisages 
converted double-decker buses be ing able to 
use the E & N for scenic tours. BC Transit 
rejected the proposal after having engineers 
study it. -Victoria Times Colonist 

CALGARY 
DIESEL T R A M 

Calgary may be the first city i n Canada to 
make use of new German l ightweight diesel 
rai lcar technology. Calgary Transit is 
p lanning to operate a f ive-month test, com
m e n c i n g n e x t A p r i l , o f S i emens ' s 
RegioSprinter. The articulated diesel-powered 
LRT car w o u l d be loaned to the city by the 
manufacturer; and wou ld operate on CP 
Ra i l ' s MacLeod Subd i v i s i on , be tween 
Anderson Stat ion on Calgary Transit's south 
l ine, and a temporary station at 162nd 
Avenue i n the Shawnessy district, s ix k i l o 
metres further south. The project must s t i l l 
receive its final approval by the city counc i l . 

The pi lot project w i l l cost the city 
$300 000, for rental of the track from CP 
Ra i l , and the cost of operating the light
weight diesel t ra in. The test wU l be funded 
f rom Calgary Transit's 1995 projected $1.4-
miU ion surplus, and the service w i l l be mon i 
tored closely to test the market for low-cost 
non-electrified LRT service extensions. 

The RegioSprinter is one of several 
designs from European manufacturers for a 
low-cost diesel-powered mult ip le unit car. 
Siemens is the first company to introduce 
product ion examples. The company has sold 
several to a loca l transit operator i n the Ruhr; 
has supplied, eight units to a regional ra i lway 
near Chemitz, where the cars w i l l replace 
heavy ra i lway operations, and has just 
annoimced the sale of one RegioSprinte:; 
w i t h options for more, to Dan ish private 
operator Lyngby Naerum Jerbane. 

Each car costs about $2- in i l l i on . The car 
is mostly low-flooi; and has a peak capacity, 
w i t h standees, of about 200 passengers. 

-Calgary Herald, Bob Sandusky 

Darrell PJchards, Passenger Rail Management 
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GM LOCOMOTIVE GROUP 
LAYOFFS A N D O R D E R S 

General Motors Locomotive Group armounced 
i n mid-September that is lay ing off 500 
workers at the London plant, as a result of a 
s lump i n new locomotive orders. The layoffs 
came as a surprise to the 2900 workers at 
the plant, who were to ld by managers as 
recently as last fal l that the plant wou ld be 
operating at fu l l capacity through to the end 
of 1997, At that t ime, G M had $1.5-bi l I ion i n 
back orders on its books, and couldn't satisly 
ra i lway demand for new power. 

The layoff is the biggest at the plant since 
the 1970s. Some of the affected employees 
can transfer to the nearby G M defence plant, 
w h i c h recently w o n a large order to bu i ld 
armoured personnel carriers for the Canadian 
A rmed Forces. 

The layoff announcement came a few 
days after the parent corporat ion announced 
it wou ld bu i l d a new locomotive assembly 
p lant i n Schenectady New York. The new 
plant w o u l d employ between 150 and 200 
people, who w i l l assemble as many as 50 
locomotives for the Long Island R a i l Road. 
C M denied that the Schenectady p lant was a 
factor i n the London cutbacks, and noted that 
the new plant w i l l be bml t to satisfy a con
tract requirement that the LIRR locomotives 
be manufactured w i th in the state of New 
York. The Schenectady plant w i l l not come 
o n stream un t i l mid-1996, and the London 
layoffs are slated for January 8, 1996. 

C M attr ibuted the latest layoffs to an 
unexpected s lump i n rai lway traffic 
wor ldwide . Both internat ional and North 
Amer i can orders have s lowed down. 

The layoff was announced just a week 
before C N made pubHc a n order for 105 
SD75I 4300-horsepower units, wor th $184-
mf l l ion. The locomotives w f l l be delivered i n 
mid-1996, and the order includes an opt ion 
for 70 addi t ional units, for delivery up to the 
end of 1999, at the same per-unit price. The 
in i t i a l 105 units are p lanned w i th DC tract ion 
motors, but the order can be changed to AC 
power i f the railway and C M agree. The G M 
order is part of CN's previously armounced 
plans to replace 543 locomotives over the 
next 15 years. 

-Globe and Mail, London Free Press 
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