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O N THE CALENDAR 
Friday, February 17 - UCRS Toronto meeting, 
7:30 p.m., at the Me t ro Archives theatre, 
Spadina Road at MacPherson, just north of 
Dupont subway stat ion. Reg Button w i l l show 
photographs of railways around Hami l ton from 
the 1950s to the present. 
Friday, February 24 - UCR S Hami l t on meet­
ing, 8:00 p.m., at the Hami l t on Spectator au­
di tor ium, 44 F i i d Street, just off M a i n Street 
at H ighway 403. The programme w i l l be re­
cent news and members' current and histori­
cal slides. 

Saturday, March 11 - Forest Ci ty Ra i lway So­
ciety 21st annual slide trade and sale day 1:00 
to 5:00 p.m. A l l Saints' Church, Hami l t on and 
Inkerman, London, Ontar io . Admiss ion $2.00. 
Friday, March 17 - UCRS annual general meet­
ing, Metro Archives theatre, Toronto, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 24 - UCRS Hami l t on monthly 
meeting, 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 27, and Sunday, May 28 - The 
Central Electr ic Ra i l fan Associat ion electric 
rai lway weekend in Toronto. Saturday a visit 
to the Ha l t on County Rad ia l Ra i lway and a 
presentation on transit in Toronto; Sunday a 
F C C excursion over TTC tracks. Price for the 
full weekend is $50.00 (U.S.); CERA, P C . Box 
503, Chicago, I l l inois, U.S.A. 60690. 

COVER PHOTO 
Track c o n s t r u c t i o n on the n e w Spad ina 
streetcar line in Toronto , looking north on 
Spad ina A v e n u e f r o m Spad ina C i r c l e . 
Streetcars should be running on the new line 
beginning in early 1997. 

-Photo by Ted Wickson, September 6, 1994 
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NOTICE O F A N N U A L GENERAL MEETING 
M A R C H 17, 1995 

Notice is liereby given tliat tlie annual gen­
eral meeting of tlie Upper Canada Railway 
Society, Incorporated, will be held in tlie tliea-
tre of tlie Metropolitan Toronto Archives and 
Records Centre, 255 Spadina Road, Toronto, 
Ontario, on Friday, March 17, 1995, at tlie 
hour of 8:00 o'clock in the evening. Eastern 
Standard Time, for the purpose of receiving 
and considering the directors' reports and fi-
iiaiicial statements for the year ended Decem­
ber 31, 1994, electing directors, appointing an 
auditor, and for the transaction of other such 
business as may properly be brought before 
the meeting. 

Dated January 30, 1994. By order of the board 
of directors. 

(Signed) [b G. Eastman - President 
S. Haskiii - Secretary 

JANUARY 1995 - A M O N T H OF 

C H A N G E FOR C A N A D I A N RAILWAYS 
This has been a more active month than most 
for r a i lways and r a i l w a y en thus ias t s i n 
Canada. 

O n the last day of 1994, Canadian Pacific 
abandoned its connection in Canada w i th the 
At lantic coast, leaving only one isolated op­
eration east of Quebec. W i th in the next week, 
three new short line railways - the Canadian 
American, the Eastern Maine, and the New 
Bn insw ick Southern - had taken up where 
CP had left off, w i th plans to increase busi­
ness by reducing labour costs. 

Then, the same week that the new lines 
began, the newest rai lway line in the country 
opiened, GO Transit's extension to Oshawa. 
Wi th this extension, not only does the com­
muting territory of Toronto expand, but it now 
becomes possible to commute by GO train to 
a major c i ty other than Toronto. 

At the end of the month, the Aigoma Cen­
tral Ra i lway ceases to be an independent line, 
and becomes a subsidiary of a U.S. railway. 
Who ever thought that the Wisconsin Central 
wou ld have an interchange w i th the Ontario 
Nor th land in Hearst? 
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By Gordon Webster 

CP Rail abandoned its Canadian Atlantic Railway unit on 

December 31, 1994. Within the next few days, three new 

short line railway companies began operating the CAR line 

to Saint John, New Brunswick. Except for an isolated eight 

miles of track in northwestern New Brunswick, the Cana­

dian Pacific system no longer runs east of Quebec. 

C P R a i l created the C a n a d i a n At lant i c R a i l w a y i n 1988 as 
a n e x t e n s i o n o f i t s 1 9 8 7 r e o r g a n i s a t i o n i n t o u n i t s -
In t ennoda l Fre ightSystems a n d HeavyHat t l Systems. The 
crea t i on o f the C A R was " to give increased emphas is to 
the ra i lway ' s opera t i ons a n d m a r k e t i n g act iv i t ies i n the 
evo lv ing A t lant i c C a n a d a t ranspor ta t i on marketp lace . " In­
stead, i t became the p re lude to the c losure a n d sale o f 
CP's M a r i t i m e ne twork . 

The C A R w a s b u i l t f r o m the f o r m e r C P S a i n t J o h n 
D i v i s i o n a n d the D o m i n i o n A t l a n t i c Ra i lway , w h i c h to­
gether c o m p r i s e d 9 0 9 . 3 mi les o f t r ack a n d 18 subd i v i ­
s ions. The sale o f the D A R i n 1 9 9 4 a n d l ine abandonments 
h a d t r i m m e d the un i t d o w n to on l y 365 .5 miles o f t rack 
by December 1 9 9 4 . 

D t i r ing those years, the r a i l w a y reduced its staff, m o d i ­
f i ed ope ra t i ons to mee t cus t omer s ' needs , s t r e a m l i n e d 
admin is t ra t i on , a n d invested i n i n t e rmoda l infrastructure 
to m a i n t a i n service to customers not close to t rack . Bu t 
this was no t e n o u g h to keep the ra i lway a feasible opera­
t i on i n the eyes o f CP's upper management i n M o n t r e a l . 

A brief history of the Canadian Atlantic Railway 
• September 1, 1988 - The CAR is created. 
• June 4, 1989 - Ex-CPR 4-6-2 1201 arrives in Saint John from Montreal to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the fust through Montreal to Saint John 
train, which arrived June 3, 1889. 
• January 15, 1990 - VIA Atlantic cut from daily to tri weekly service. 
• January 16, 1990 - Notice of intent is filed with the NTA to abandon track 
from Aroostook to Grand Falls, from Upper Kent to Southampton, from 
Woodstock to McAdam, and 0.5 miles of track in Edmiindston. 
• January 29, 1991 - NTA hearing opens into the abandonment. 
• Vebruary 1, 1991 - CAR proposes a two-year contract to move 10 400 trailer 
loads of McCain's traffic by train between Fiorenceviiie and Toronto at broker-
competitive rates during the closing arguments in the NTA abandonment hear­
ing. This offer was not accepted by McCain's. 
• April 14, 1992 - CAR files notice of intent to abandon the St. Andrews Spur, 
the Champiain Spur, the Fiedericton and Southampton subdivisions, and the 
Gibson Subdivision between Southampton and North Devon, also known as the 
Nackawic Loop. 
• October 1992 - Rumours surface tiiat CP is negotiating with C N for the sale of 
the CAR within two years. State of Maine forgives CPS2-mi i i ion in taxes. 
• November 17, 1992 - CP files notice of intent to abandon ail railway opera­
tions east of Lennoxviiie, and applies to the U.S. Interstate Commerce Commis­
sion to abandon its track through Maine. Not included in this application was 
tiie DAR, wii ich CP also offers for sale, except that the line between New Minas 
and Coidbrook was included. 

Continued on Page 4 >-

C P SD40-2 5741 led the last train to operate on the Canadian Atlantic 
Railway, Train 281-30, seen here at Megantic, Quebec. 

-Photo by Pat Scrimgeour, December 31.1994 
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A brief history of the Canadian Atlantic Railway 
^ Continued from Page 3 

• November 26, 1992 - The federal court of appeal dismisses an attempt by 
McCain's to prevent the CAR from abandoning its Tobique Subdivision and seg­
ments of the Shogomoc Subdivision. Ftermission was originally granted to aban­
don various segments of these lines between May 1989 and June 1991. 
• December4,1992 - T h e last GAR train leaves the McCain's piantat Fiorenceviiie. 
• Febmaiy 24, 1993 - CP files application to abandon all of its track east of 
Lennoxviiie, excluding some of the D A R 
• May 1993 - CAR abandons the St. Andrews and Champiain spurs. 
• August 9, 1993 - NTA permits CP to abandon the Canadian portions of the 
CAR and its track east of Lennoxwiie, effective August 9, 1994. Permission was 
not granted to abandon eight miles of the Edmundston Subdivision between 
Cyr Jet. and Grand Falls. In reply to appeals, the federal cabinet moved the 
abandonment date to January 1, 1995. 
• September 8, 1993 - CAR abandons the DAR west of Hantsport. 
• September 23, 1993 - CP reaches an agreement with Iron Road Railways Inc. 
for the sale of the remains of the D A R 
• September 23, 1993 — A number of appeals are filed with the federal court of 
appeals to reverse the NTAs abandonment decision. 
• October 12, 1993 - The New Brunswick government files notice of intent to 

CANADIAN AMERICAN RAILROAD 
Former CP Sherbrooke and Moosehead subdivisions 

The abando iunen t o f the C A R at tracted a lot o f at tent ion 
n o r t h a n d sou th o f the border . People accused CP o f aban­
d o n i n g C a n a d a w h e n i t dec ided to a b a n d o n the C A R but 
w a s spend ing rml l ions o f doUars o n cap i ta l improvements 
o n the D e l a w a r e a n d H u d s o n Ra i lway , w h i c h i t h a d ac­
q u i r e d t w o years a f ter the CAR ' s c r ea t i on . N o w people 
say C P is no longer a t ranscon t inen ta i ra i lway, overlook­
i n g its U . S . east-coast connec t i ons . 

A f ter pe rm iss i on w a s rece ived to a b a n d o n a lmost a l l 
t r ack east o f Lexmoxvi i ie , eve ry th ing seemed to go quite 
smoo th l y for C P There we re over 2 0 dif ferent groups i n ­
terested i n t a k i n g over the C A R a n d i t l o oked l ike r a i lway 
service t h r o u g h M a i n e to Sa in t J o h n w o u l d be saved. The 
l i s t o f 2 0 w a s r e d u c e d to t w o : CanTrak , w h o m n o b o d y 
h a d ever h ea rd of, a n d Gu i l f o rd , w h o m everyone h a d hea rd 
o f bu t d i s l i ked . CanTrak 's p roposa l was favoured , because 
they w e r e in t e r es t ed i n a c q u i r i n g a l l o f the l i n e , w h U e 
G u i l f o r d w a s o n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e l i n e f r o m 

68.5 65.4 61.1 5X6 47.4 38.4 31.0 0.0 
I 17.1 
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114.1 101.9 86.3 73.6 65.1 43.4 33.4 30.8 13.1 0.0 

1 CP 1 Sherbrooke Subdivision | Moosehead Subdivision [ 

1 Quebec 1 Maine | 

1 Dispatched by C P Rail RTC, Montreal | Dispatched by N.B. Southern RTC, Saint John | 

appeal the NTAs ruling. ICG hearing begins in Bangor into CP's application to 
abandon the CAR through Maine. 
• November 1993 - Guilford announces it has an agreement in principle to pur­
chase the CAR and is seeking new customers. CP quickly refutes this statement. 
• November 26, 1993 - Application is filed to sell the DAR to Iron Road. 
• November29, 1993 - T h e last CAR train operates from Nackavdc, on the Gibson 
Subdivision and Southampton Spur. CAR abandons the Fredericton Subdivision 
from Fredericton to Fredericton Jet. and the Gibson Subdmsion from South 
Devon to Southampton. Also abandoned are the Minto and Southampton spurs. 
• Apr i l 1994 - CP claims S13.5-miIiion from the federal government for losses 
on the operation of the CAR from the date of abandonment application to the 
abandonment date. (Only the portion covering the losses of operations on the 
branch-line portions of the CAR were awarded.) Applications to appeal the NTA 
decision are also denied. 
• April 20, 7 9 9 4 - C P chooses Guilford and CanTrak as the final two companies 
to negotiate for the purchase of the C A R 
• July 7, 1994 - CP announces it has chosen CanTrak, later renamed NorRaii 
Transport, to negotiate the sale of the CAR and the line east from Lennoxviiie. 
• August 29, 1994 - The Windsor and Hantsport Railway begins operation on 
the remains of the D A R 
• September 16, 1994 - CP enters negotiations with the Irving family for pur­
chase of its line east of Brownviile Jet. Negotiations with CanTrak had been 
terminated and CP was now looking for a new buyer of the line between 
Brownviile Jet. and Lennoxviiie. 
• November 3, 1994 - The Bangor and Aroostook and Iron Road Railways are 
identified as the purchasers of the CAR west of Brownviile Jet. 
• December 15, 1994-The last VIAAriontic trains depart Montreal and Halifax 
for their trip over the C A R 
• December 28, 7 9 9 4 - T h e ICC approves the sale of the CAR line through Maine 
to another railway. 
• December 31,1994, at 14:24-The last CP train departs CAR track at Megantic. 
The last locomotive off the line was CAR RS23 8023. 
• December 31, 1994, at 23:59 - CAR is abandoned. 

M a t t a w a m k e a g , wh e r e i t connec ted w i t h the CAR , east to 
Sa in t J o h n . (This w a s o f p a r t i c u l a r interest to G u i l f o r d 
because i t has a n i s o l a t e d p iece o f t r a c k i n W o o d l a n d , 
M a i n e , that is connected o n l y to the CAR. ) 

CanTrak was chosen as the Jfinai candidate for the l ine , 
m u c h to the re l i e f o f m a n y groups . Negot ia t ions cont in­
u e d , C a n T r a k reg is tered i n O n t a r i o a n d became k n o w n 
as N o r R a i i Transpor t , agreements w e r e s i gned for loco­
mot ives to be leased f r o m the U .S . , a n d everyth ing seemed 
t o b e o n t r a c k f o r a J a n u a r y 1 9 9 5 s t a r t f o r t h e 
owners- to -be . 

Th is came to a c rash ing ha l t w h e n CP announced that 
i t c o u l d no t complete negot iat ions v d t h N o r R a i i a n d w o u l d 
enter final negot iat ions w i t h J . D . I rv ing L t d . for the sale 
o f the l ine east o f Brownvi lLe Jet. A n o t h e r buye r was to be 
sought for the l ine b e t w e e n Lennoxv i i i e a n d B r o w n v i l i e 
Jet. We m a y never f i nd out w h y C P reaUy ended negot ia­
t ions w i t h N o r R a i i , bu t there is no doub t that the I rv ing 
f a m i l y w a s i n v o l v e d i n th is d e c i s i o n i n one w a y o r a n ­
other, as I rv ing o w n e d mos t o f the proper ty o n w h i c h C A R 
t r a c k sat i n the p r o v i n c e o f N e w B r u n s w i c k , i n c l u d i n g 
m a n y a b a n d o n e d l ines . 

J . D . I r v i n g L t d . o w n s the N e w B r u n s w i c k R a i l w a y 
Company, w h i c h l eased its l ines to the C P R for 990 years 
o n J u l y 1, 1 8 9 0 , l o n g before I r v ing was invo l ved . As par t 
o f the o r i g ina l lease agreement be tween the N B R a n d CPR , 
C P w a s o b l i g e d to guaran t ee a n d pay in te res t o n f ou r 
percent conso l ida ted debenture stock o f the N B R w h i c h 
is t r aded o n the In t ema t i ona i Exchange i n L o n d o n , E n g -
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l a n d . W i t h the r e l i n q u i s h m e n t o f m os t o f th is lease, the 
N B R is n o w p a y i n g the interest o n this stock. 

I n the h o m e stretch o f CP 's ownersh ip , traff ic con t in ­
u e d to g r o w despite the uncer ta in ty o f w h a t was about to 
take p lace . S ince a b a n d o n m e n t approva l , traf f ic was ac­
t u a l l y u p 4 0 percen t o n the C A R . T h e f i rst s i gn o f r e a l 
change , t h o u g h , w a s t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f V I A passenger 
serv ice . 

Sa in t J o h n , Canada 's o ldest inco rpora t ed dty, los t its 
passenger t r a i n serv ice o n D e c e m b e r 16 w h e n the las t 
eas tbound A t l an t i c depar ted from the year -o ld Sa in t J o h n 
V I A stat ion. Th is was the first t ime tha t the c i ty h a d been 
w i t h o u t passenger service since 1889 - over 100 years o f 
cont inuous passenger service. V I A opened its n e w stat ion 
months after the N T A approved the a b a n d o n m e n t o f the 
C A R , suggest ing tha t sorne sort o f V I A t r a i n service w o u l d 
r e m a i n . U n d e r the N a t i o n a l T ranspor ta t i on Act , however, 
V I A t ra ins are n o t pe rm i t t ed to operate over o ther t h a n 

EASTERN MAINE RAILROAD 
Former CP Mattawamkeag Subdivision 

Disposition of the lines that made up the CAR in 1988 
Aroostook Subdivision Abandoned 
Edmundston Subdivision St i l i in service. Grand la i i s to Cyr Jet. 
Fredericton Subdivision Abandoned 
Gibson Subdivision Abandoned 
Halifax Subdivision'. Remaining part to Windsor and Hantsport 
Houlton Subdivision Abandoned 
Kentviiie Subdivision Abandoned 
Mattawamkeag Subdivision To Eastern Maine Railroad 
McAdam Subdivision To New Brunswick Southern Railway 
Moosehead Subdivision To Canadian American Railroad 
Shogomoc Subdivision Abandoned 
Southampton Subdivision Abandoned 
St. Andrews Subdivision Abandoned 
St. Stephen Subdivision To New Brunswick Southern Railway 
Tobique Subdivision Abandoned 
Truro Subdivision Remaining part to Windsor and Hantsport 
West Saint John Subdivision Remaining part to N.B. Southern 
Yarmouth Subdivision Abandoned 

Maine N.B. 

Dispatched by N.B. Southern RTC, Saint John 

f edera l l y - regu la ted fines. So n o w V I A passengers depar t 
from Sa in t J o h n at S M T (Fastem) 's U n i o n Street bus sta­
t i o n to ca tch a r ide to mee t the t r a i n i n M o n c t o n . O h yes, 
never forget the n a m e I rv ing - one o f the I rv ing compa­
nies also owns S M T . 

The last days o f C P t r a i n operat ions s a w the yards a n d 
shop b e i n g c l eaned out a n d the movemen t o f r o i l i n g stock 
of f the property. B y D e c e m b e r 3 1 , the y a r d at Lancaster 
i n Sa in t J o h n l o o k e d fike a ghost y a r d . The headquarters 
office b u i l d i n g h a d b e e n vaca t ed i n the m on t h s preced­
i n g , a n d e q u i p m e n t w a s g i v e n a o n e - w a y t i cke t o u t o f 
t o w n . 

C P main- f ine ope ra t i on o n the C A R came to a n end at 
M e g a n t i c at 1 4 : 2 4 o n Decembe r 3 1 w h e n the last t r a i a 
p u l l e d a w a y w i t h f ax m a c h i n e s a n d o the r office equ ip ­
m e n t from the s t a t i on l o a d e d onto the t ra f i i ng l o c o m o ­
t ives. It was d e a r o f C A R t r a ck a t 1 4 : 3 0 . Two hours later, 
this same t r a i n w a s in to Sherbrooke a t 1 6 : 2 0 a n d out a t 
1 6 : 4 0 , c l ea r ing w h a t w a s to become the east end o f CP's 
m a i n l i n e . 

Far f ier tha t day, a t 0 7 : 1 6 , Gene ra l B u l l e t i n Orde r F l 7 7 
h a d b e e n i s s u e d : "Ef fect ive a t 2 3 5 9 S a t u r d a y Decembe r 
31s t 1 9 9 4 that p o r t i o n o f the Sherbrooke S u b d i v i s i o n be­
t w e e n M e g a n t i c M i l e 0 .0 a n d L e n n o x v i i i e M i l e 6 5 . 4 is 
abandoned b y C P R a i l Sys t em. " 

Once n e w agreements w e r e s i gned i n the N e w Year, 
the C A R w a s t a k e n over b y f ou r di f ferent companies - the 
C a n a d i a n A m e r i c a n Ra f i r oad Company, the Eas t e rn M a i n e 
Ra f i road Company , the N e w B r u n s w i c k S o u t h e r n R a i l w a y 
Company, a n d - yes - C P R a i l Sys tem. 

Some of the last trains to operate on the CAR 
• Train 280 of December 27 - CP 3043, 4743, 4218, H A T X 920, HATX 517, 
CP 5717, and 4243, to Brownvi i le Jet., where some units were set-off be­
fore the t ra in continued to Saint J o h n . 

• Train 280 of December 28 - CP 5741, P N C X 3021, CP 4559, H L C X 663, 
and CP 4242, to Brownr i l l e Jet., where one unit was set-off before the t ra in 
continued to Saint J o h n . This was the last eastbound tra in to go to Saint 
J o h n . Train 280-29 was terminated at F a m h a m on December 30. 

• Train 281 of December 29 - CP 3043, 4743, 4218, HATX 920, HATX 517, 
and CP 1275. 

• Train 290 of December 29 - CP 5507, 5447, 5613, and CRL 603, w i th 
three loads and 17 empties. This was the last CP eastbound t ra in to termi­
nate at Brownrdlle Jet., arr iv ing at 10:50 on December 30. 

• Train 291 of December 29 - CV 5507, 5447, and 5613 w i t h 46 loads and 
21 empties from Brownvi i le Jet. at 15:00 on December 30. 

• Train 291 of December 30 - CP 5717, CP 4243, and C R L 603 w i t h 28 loads 
and 11 empties from Brownvi i le Jet. at 22:37. 

• The last t ra in from M c A d a m to Woodland, Maine , operated December 30 
w i t h CP 1273, 8040, and 1274, w i t h three cars and van 434922. This power 
and van later ran light from M c A d a m as an extra to Saint John , arr iv ing i n 
Saint J o h n at 06:15 on December 31 . 
• The last train to leave Saint J o h n for Montrea l was Train 281-30 - CP 
5741, P N C X 3021, CP 4559, CP 4242, and CAR 8023 w i t h 17 loads and 20 
empties (2657 feet). It departed Saint J o h n at 02:30 o n D e c e m b e r S l . After 
leaving Brownvi i le Jet., this had increased to 27 loads and 43 empties. 

• The last t ra in to leave the CAR at Saint J o h n was a transfer to the C N R 
interchange, leaving the CAR yard around 10:30 on December 31 - CP 
8138, 8025, 8033, 8040, 8025, 8024, 1273, and 1274 (not in that order) 
w i t h approximately 30 cars. The locomotives remained on the C N inter­
change unt i l the N.B. Southern retrieved them after January 1. 
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New Brunswick Southern Railway Company Limited 

Ownership - Subsidiary of Irving-owned New Brunswick Railway 
Company. 

Take-over agreement comp/eted-January 6, 1995. 

Headquarters — Saint John, New Brunswick. 

Miles in operation - 131.7 

History of l i nes -The McAdam Subdivision from Mile 0.0 to MileO. 17 
was on C N trackage. West to Mile 1.75 was built by the Saint John 
Bridge and Railway Extension Company in 1895, and purchased 
by the C P R in 1905. From there to Mile 84.36 was built by the 
European and North American Railway in 1871, later leased by 
the New Brunswick Railway, and leased by the CPR in 1890. • 
The St. Stephen Subdivision between Miles 0.0 and 14.8 was con­
structed between 1857 and 1861 by the St. Andrews and Quebec 
Railway. This was leased to the New Brunswick Railway from July 
1, 1882. Between Miles 14.8 and 33.9 was constructed in 1866 by 

the St. Stephen Branch Railway Company. This was amalgamated 
with the New Brunswick and Canada Railway in 1873 and leased 
to the New Brunswick Railway from July 1, 1882. 

Tra f f i c is a l r e a d y g r o w i n g a n d once b e t t e r m o t i v e 
p o w e r arr ives, operat ions are expected to change. A l l C A R 
s ta t ion a n d subd i v i s i on names have r e m a i n e d a n d the N .B . 
S o u t h e r n p lans to change the t imetab ie d i r e c t i on o f the 
St . S t ephen S u b d i v i s i o n f r o m nor th - sou th to east-west. 

Canadian American Railroad Company 

Majority ownership — Down East Securities, a subsidiary of Fieldcrest 
Cannon inc. and owners of the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, 
iron Road Railways is expected to complete its agreement with 
Fieldcrest Cannon early next month forthe acquisition of both the 
B&A and the C D A C . 

Agreement executed - January 4, 1995. (Not an ail-cash transaction. 
No locomotives or roiling stock were involved, however.) 

Headquarters — Brownviile Jet., Maine. 

Miles in operation — 182.5 

History of iines - The portion from Megantic to the Maine border 
was built between 1872 and 1879 by the St. Francis and Lake 
Megantic international Railway Company. This name was changed 

NEW BRUNSWICK SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
Former CP McAdam and St. Stephen subdivisions 

y 

# Miiitown Spur 

4.6 
rj3X8 s-

0 3 3 . 9 L J L J 

Other faciiities - Mechanical building in Saint 
John, built 1980. Houses diesei shop, car 
shop, R T C office, and general railway 
offices (relocated from the now-closed 
C A R headquarters building). 

F i n a n c i a l terms o f the transfer to the 
N . B . S o u t h e r n we re no t re leased, bu t 
since C P r e l inqu i shed most o f its lease 
w i t h t h e N e w B r u n s w i c k R a i l w a y , 
I r v i n g a lso con t ro l s a lmo s t aU a b a n ­
d o n e d C P l ines i n the prov ince . M o s t 
o f these a b a n d o n e d i ines have no t h a d 
the t r a c k r e m o v e d . 

Opera t ions o f the N . B . S o u t h e r n began o n the after­
n o o n o f J a n u a r y 6 w h e n the C P mot ive power o n the C N 
in t e r change t r a c k w a s re t r i e ved . Ag reements h a d to be 
finalised w i t h customs officials before the first t r a i n oper­
a t ed o n J a n u a r y 8. T h e first t r a i n to W o o d l a n d , M a i n e , 
a r r i v e d o n J a n u a r y 8 a r o u n d 1 4 : 0 0 , cons i s t ing o f three 
locomot ives a n d a caboose . There were 100 l o a d e d cars 
b a c k e d u p since C P ceased operat ions at the miU , a n d the 
first t r a i n spent abou t f ou r h o u r s p u l l i n g cars firom the 
M a i n e C e n t r a l (Gu i l f o rd ) in t e rchange . 

Leased mot ive p o w e r firom the U . S . is expected to ar­
r i v e i n F e b r u a r y u n t i l p e r m a n e n t N . B . S o u t i i e r n p o w e r 
arr ives f r o m the U . S . i n May . U n t H then , C P R S 2 3 s a n d 
S W 1 2 0 0 R S S are b e i n g used . Operat ions cont inue w i t h a n 
ass i gnment f r o m M c A d a m sw i t ch ing W o o d l a n d , a n d one 
t u r n a day opera t ing from Sa in t J o h n to M c A d a i n , meet­
i n g w i t h the C D A C t r a i n . Trains are st i l l ca l l ed Nos . 2 8 0 
a n d 2 8 1 , as they we re i n C A R days. 

to the international Railway Company in 1877, and the line was 
leased to the CPR in 1886. • The line from Brownviile Jet. to the 
Maine-Quebec border was commenced by the international Rail­
way Company of Maine and completed in 1888. it was leased to 
the C P R in 1886, before its complet ion. • The line from 
Sherbrooke to Lennoxviiie was begun in 1888 and from Lennoxviiie 
to Megantic in 1889 by the Atlantic and Northwest Railway Com­
pany. This railway was leased to the C P R in 1887. 

A i l employees o f the C a n a d i a n A m e r i c a n are fo rmer CP 
employees , except for the h e a d o f the r a i l w a y w h o is a 
B & A e m p l o y e e . T h e f i rs t C D A C t r a i n o p e r a t e d o n the 
even ing o f J a n u a r y 5 from Sherbrooke to Brownv iUe Jet., 
after C P T r a i n 9 1 0 h a d a r r i ved ear l ier i n the day. (Its con­
sist: C P 5 7 5 2 , 5 5 6 0 , 4 5 7 3 , 5 7 7 5 , 1 8 6 6 , 1 8 5 5 , 1 2 7 5 , a n d 
4215 . ) C P 1 8 6 6 , 1 8 6 5 , 1 2 7 5 , a n d 4 2 1 5 con t inued w i t h 
the t r a i n onto the C D A C . C P 4 2 1 5 re turned w i t h the first 
w e s t b o u n d t r a in , depar t ing Sherbrooke aga in as C P Tra in 
9 0 9 - 0 5 . There have b e e n no signi f icant changes m a d e i n 
opera t ions ye t a n d the o l d C A R t r a i n n u m b e r s are s t i l l 
used . E a s t b o u n d trains or ig inate w h e n C P tra ins arr ive i n 
Sherbrooke a n d t r a ve l to B r o w n v i i l e Jet . Trains t h r o u g h 
to N e w B n m s w i c k are h a n d l e d b y C D A C crews to M c A d a m 
a n d t u r n e d over to N . B . S o u t h e r n crews there . 

M o t i v e p o w e r is a m i x o f C P ( i n c i u d i n g C P 1 2 7 5 , 
1865 - since rep laced b y 1 8 1 3 - a n d 1866 ) a n d Bango r 
a n d A roos t ook power . There are n o B & A uni ts equ ipped 
to l e ad i n Canada , so C P uni ts l e ad a l l trains to Sherbrooke . 
Leased po we r is expected to arr ive w i t h i n a f ew weeks . 

There have b e en no changes to stat ion or subd i v i s i on 
names , a n d the l ine is d ispatched from the N . B . Sou the rn 
R T C office i n Sa in t J o h n . 
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Eastern Maine Railroad Company 

Ownership - Subsidiary of irving-owned New Brunswick Railway 
Company. 

Agreement executed - January 6, i 995. 

Miies in operation - 99.5 

History of iine-The line between Brownvillejct. and Mattawamkeag 
was begun by the International Railway Company of Maine and 
leased to the C P R in i 886. The line was completed In 1888. From 
Mattawamkeag to Vanceboro was purchased from the Maine Cen­
tral Railroad on December 17, 1974. Until this time, C P operated 
to Saint John over running rights on the MEG. in the sale agree­
ment, MEG retained running rights over this section of track. 

T h e E a s t e r n M a i n e is b e i n g o p e r a t e d b y the C D A C for 
I r v ing a n d d i spa t ched b y the N . B . S o u t h e r n f r o m Sa in t 
J o h n . The r a i l w a y does no t have any employees. The d i ­
v i s i on be tween N .B . S o u t h e r n a n d Eastern M a i n e t rack is 
at the i n t e m a t i o n a i bo imdary , 5.6 miies west o f M c A d a m , 
a n d C D A C crews b r i n g t ra ins the last f ew mi ies o n the 
N .B . S o u t h e r n . 

r e t i r ement packages a n d l u m p - s u m severance packages 
were offered b y CR A large n u m b e r o f the employees are 
protected b y the emp loyment secur i ty prov is ions o f the i r 
col lective agreements, w h i c h assure t h e m fuU wages a n d 
benefits u n t i l the employees are o f pens ionab le age. C P 
offered severance o f $ 1 0 0 0 0 to workers w h o Jo ined the 
n e w ra i lways a n d guaranteed any increase that m a y come 
out o f overa l l severance negot iat ions w i t h un i ons . The 4 0 
employees h i r ed b y the N .B . S ou th e rn were s igned to six-
m o n t h contracts. J . D . I rv ing L t d . sa id it c ou ld no t c om­
mit to employment w i t h o u t k n o w i n g h o w traffic w i l l de­
ve lop o n the n e w rai lway. 

The future o f these ra i lways looks p r o m i s i n g . I r v ing 
has a vast abOity to put n e w traffic o n the ra i lway or ig i ­
na t ing f r om its o w n companies . I rv ing owns refmeries, a 
sh ipya rd i n Sa in t J o h n , newspape r s , r ad i o s tat ions , gas 
stations, forestry operat ions, a n d t m c k i n g operat ions . The 
n e w ra i lway companies also have the potent ia l to expand . 
I rv ing owns m a n y a b a n d o n e d C P i ines that are near Irving-

CP Rail System 

Yes, that is correct - C P is st i l l present i n N e w Brunsw i ck . 
The 7.8-mi ie l o n g E d m u n d s t o n S p u r is s t i l l l eased f r o m 
the N e w B r u n s w i c k R a i l w a y a n d operated b y C P be tween 
Cy r Jet. a n d G r a n d Falls to serve a McCa in ' s p lant there. 
The one eng ine , based at the McCa in ' s p lant , takes short 
tra ins n o r t h o n the E d m u n d s t o n S p u r a n d over C N track 
to Sa in t - L eona rd , whe r e traff ic is in t e rchanged w i t h the 
C N a n d the B a n g o r a n d A roos t ook , v i a CN 's Va n B u r e n 
Br idge Company . The NTA den i ed C P pe rmiss i on to aban ­
d o n this i ine . C P also s t i l l has staff i n Sa in t J o h n - one 
marke t ing pe rson a n d t w o clerks are emp loyed i n a n of­
fice to sel l the service o f C P 

The d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n o f C A R ope ra t i on af fected app rox i ­
ma te l y 3 0 0 C P employees . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 0 were of­
f e r e d e m p l o y m e n t b y t h e C a n a d i a n A m e r i c a n a n d 
N.B . S o u t h e r n w h i l e o thers t ook transfers to o ther pos i ­
t ions o n C P R a i l . F i n a n c i a l incent ives to re locate , ea r l y 

o w n e d a n d other resources. Track mate r i a l is st i l l o n most 
o f these l ines, a n d since they are no longer federai iy-regu-
iated, they c ou ld easi ly be reopened . 

C N m a y sel l its Sussex Subd i v i s i on f r o m Sa int J o h n to 
M o n c t o n , o p e n i n g u p the i n t e r m o d a l bus iness b e t w e e n 
M o n t r e a l a n d M o n c t o n to the n e w short l ines. I ron R o a d 
is current ly negot ia t ing w i t h C P for the l ines f r o m Saint-
J e a n east to She rb rooke a n d s o u t h to Wel ls River , Ver­
mont . Already, Sa in t -Jean has been made the interchange 
po int be tween C D A C a n d CR ind i ca t ing that someth ing is 
l i k e l y to come o f th is d e a l s o o n . A l l i a n c e s c a n a lso be 
m a d e w i t h the po t en t i a l n e w opera tors o n the Quebec 
Cen t ra l a n d Rai lTex 's N e w E n g l a n d C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d o n 
the o l d Cent ra l Vermont . W h a t l ooked at first hke the dea th 
o f ra i l service to Sa int J o h n m a y i n fact be its reb i r th . • 

VIA F40PH-2 6436 heading Train 12, the eastbound Atiantic, at 
Saint John, two weeks before the train was removed. 

-Photo by Gordon Webster. December 4. i 994 
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Toronto's new Spadina streetcar iine 
C o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t i n u e s o n t h e n e w e s t 
streetcar hne i n Toronto , due to o p e n i n 
ear iy 1 9 9 7 o n S p a d i n a Avenue . 

The r a m p a n d tu rme i po r ta i to the rm-
d e r g r o u n d i o o p at B i o o r S t r ee t , w i t h i n 
S p a d i n a s u b w a y s t a t i o n , w a s c o m p l e t e d 
f i rst . 

T rack w a s t h e n i n s t a l l e d , o n a c o m ­
plete ly n e w base, b e tween Sussex Avenue , 
at the t op o f the r a m p , a n d Col lege Street. 
The t rack is segregated f r o m au to traf f ic 
except where it r ounds S p a d i n a C i rc l e , a 
short distance n o r t h o f Col lege. 

W o r k is c u r r e n t l y u n d e r w a y o n the 
u n d e r g r o u n d i o o p at S p a d i n a S t a t i o n . A 
n e w d r i v eway has b e en bu i l t for buses, a n d 
the southern part o f the bus transfer plat­
f o r m is n o w c losed . M u c h o f the intersec­
t i o n o f S p a d i n a Av enue a n d B i o o r Street 
is be ing excavated as w e l l . 

W h e n the n e w i ine opens i n 1 9 9 7 , it w i l l 
be k n o w n as Route 5 1 0 , a n d w i l l be con­
s o l i d a t e d w i t h t h e c u r r e n t 6 0 4 -
H a r b o u r f r o n t r o u t e . S t r ee t ca rs w i l l r u n 
f r o m S p a d i n a S t a t i o n to U n i o n S t a t i o n , 
w i t h add i t i ona l cars m i m i n g on l y be tween 
S p a d i n a S t a t i o n a n d S p a d i n a L o o p (at 
Queens Quay ) , to give more frequent serv­
ice o n S p a d i n a Avenue . 

Current p lans are for streetcars to ran 
o n S p a d i n a Avenue about every two m i n ­
utes d u r i n g rash hours o n weekdays a n d 
t h r o u g h the day o n Saturdays , about every 
three minutes d u r i n g the m idd l e o f the day 
o n weekdays , every f our m inu t es d u r i n g 
the even ing o n weekdays a n d t h r o u g h the 
day o n Sundays , a n d every five or six m i n ­
utes o n w e e k e n d e v e n i n g s . S e r v i c e o n 
Queens Q u a y w i U stay about the same as 
it is n o w w i t h Route 6 0 4 . 

The l ine is 3 .65 k i lometres l ong , w i t h 
12 stops b e t w e e n S p a d i n a S t a t i o n a n d 
Queens Quay. The to ta l c ons t ruc t i on cost 
is $ 1 4 1 - m i i i i o n , plus the cost o f the n e w 
streetcars . 

The present t rack be tween K i n g Street a n d 
Q u e e n Stree t w i l l be r e m o v e d a n d n e w 
track insta l l ed i n the s u m m e r o f 1 9 9 5 , i n ­
c lud ing the connec t i on w i t h the t rack sou th 
of K i n g , a n d the intersect ions o f the i ine 
w i t h the t racks o n Q u e e n , A d e l a i d e , a n d 
K i n g streets. T h e n , i n 1 9 9 6 , the present 
t rack be tween Q u e e n a n d Col lege w i l l be 
removed a n d rep laced w i t h n e w track, i n ­
c lud ing the intersect ions w i t h D u n d a s a n d 
Col lege. B y then , the u n d e r g r o u n d i oop at 
Spad ina S ta t i on w i l l be ready, a n d the l ine 
w i l l be comple te . 

T O P P H O T O - The portal to the underground loop at Spadina Station, transfer 
point with the Bloor-Danforth Subway, looking north from Sussex Street. The 
southbound track, on the left in this photo, has a longer grade than the north­
bound track, to make the climb out of the tunnel easier. 

B O T T O M P H O T O - The northbound track on the east side of Spadina Circle, 
looking northeast. The track on Spadina Circle has been built using special 
techniques to isolate any vibrations from scientific instruments in nearby build­
ings at the University of Toronto. 

Photos by Ted Wickson. 
September 6, 1994 

Diagrams by Pat Scrlmgeour 

Text by Ted Wickson and Pat Scrimgeour. 
from TTC information 
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Spadina streetcar line - Stops and track connections 

S p a d i n a S t a t i o n Bloor-Danforth 
k Subway 

S u s s e x St ree t 

H a r b o r d St ree t 

W i i i c o c k s S t ree t 

S p a d i n a C i r c l e 

C o l l e g e S t ree t 

C e c i l S t ree t 

N a s s a u St ree t 

D u n d a s St ree t 

Su l l i van Stree t 

Q u e e n St ree t 

R i c h m o n d Stree t 

A d e l a i d e S t ree t 

K i n g S t ree t 

Front Stree t 

B r e m n e r B i v d 

Q u e e n s Q u a y 

To Union Station 
Diagrams are not to scale 

New cars for the new line 
For the n e w S p a d i n a streetcar l ine , the T T C 
w i l l be b u y i n g 2 3 o r 2 4 n e w low- f l oor ar­
t i c u l a t e d streetcars, a t a n es t imated cost 
o f $ 5 - m i l l i o n each . These cars w i l i be about 
the same s ize as the cu r r en t A L R V s , b u t 
w i t h the l o w floor, there w i l l be no steps 
to b o a r d the car, a n d so l o a d i n g a n d u n ­
l o a d i n g w i n be faster, a n d the l ine w i U be 
fu l l y accessible to people w h o use whee l ­
chairs o r canno t c l imb stairs. 

T h e m o s t l i k e l y d e s i g n o f c a r a t th is 
t ime is the S G P Verkehrs t echn ik -E l in -S i e -
mens car b e i n g brui t for V i e n n a . M A N a n d 
A E G have b e e n p ropos ing another design, 
as b ru i t f o r N i i m b e r g , w h i c h c o u l d mee t 
the TTC ' s speci f icat ions. The T T C is n o w 
f i n a h s i n g the spec i f i ca t i ons f o r the cars, 
w i t h a con t rac t i i k e i y to be a w a r d e d to 
B o m b a r d i e r i n t h e s p r i n g . B o m b a r d i e r 
w o u l d t h e n secure l icenses for the des ign 
a n d b u i l d the cars i n Onta r i o . 

The S G P V i e n n a car is bu i l t i n five sec­
t ions , w i t h a pa i r o f whee l s u n d e r the ar-
t i c r i i a t i on j o in t s b e t w e e n ea ch segment -
eight whee l s i n aU. The whee ls are aU pow­
ered b y A C moto r s , one for each p a i r o f 
w h e e l s . The f i rs t a n d f o u r t h a r t i c u l a t i o n 
"po r ta l s " a l l o w h o r i z o n t a l movement , a n d 
the centre two a l l o w b o t h ho r i z on ta l a n d 
ver t i ca l movement . The T T C car w o u l d be 
s l ight ly di f ferent f r o m the cars n o w be ing 
bu i l t for V i e n n a , as they w o u l d be a l i t t ie 
longer, at 2 4 metres, a n d a l i t t ie wider , at 
2.6 me t res . T h e he i gh t o f the car above 
the g r o u n d c a n be ad jus ted , to a l l o w for 
the car to be b rough t as close as possible 
to g r o u n d l eve l w h e n i t is stopped, a n d to 
be h i gher w h e n t rave l l ing t h r o u g h snow. 

F o l l o w i n g the comp l e t i on o f the speci­
fication a n d the a w a r d o f a contract , the 
first t w o cars w o u l d arr ive i n Toronto ear iy 
i n 1 9 9 7 fo r a year o f test ing. The r ema in ­
der o f the cars w o u l d be de l ivered i n 1 9 9 8 . 
B e t w e e n t h e t i m e t h a t t h e S p a d i n a 
streetcar l ine opens a n d the n e w low- f loor 
cars arr ive, service w o u l d be p rov ided b y 
the TTC ' s cur r en t f leet o f C L R V s , A L R V s , 
a n d P C C s , a n d a t emporary paraUei acces­
s ib le serv ice m a y be ope ra t ed w i t h l o w -
f loor O r i o n II buses . 

Mas P,Wî  
• m ffl H 1 ks. 

• m ffl H 

( a i i i 

• 
/•'"•'\ 

H 

mm \ 

Rail and Transit • January 1995 • 9 



Research and Reviews 

Just A. Fcrronut's 

Railway Archaeology 
A r t Clowes 

1625 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve, Suite 1600 
Montreal (Quebec) H 3 H 2 N 4 

E-Mail: 7 ! l72.3S73@compuserve.com 

Railways of northern Quebec (Part 2) 
Last month , we covered the development of 
the Quebec a n d Lake St. J o h n Ra i lway nor th 
to Chambord and the rai lways i n the Sague-
nay River val ley arotmd the eastern end of 
Lac Saint-Jean a n d downriver to the Baie des 
H a ! H a ! . We left off o n the westward ra i lway 
march w i t h the Q & L S J reaching Robervai , 
13.32 miies west o f Chambord . 

This month , there is one more branch of 
the Q & L S J we should look at, and a n inde­
pendent t ramway that connected w i t h the 
Q & L S J . After that, we ' l l look at the ra i lway 
around the wes t em end of Lac Saint-Jean. 
F ina l l y this mon th , we ' l l re turn south and 
head west o n the Na t i ona l Transcontinentai 
Railway. 

Next month , to complete this review, we 
w i l l look at the construct ion of the various 
Canadian Na t i ona l resource iines, as w e l l as 
the Temiskaming and N o r t h e m Ontario 
Rai lway's so j oum into Quebec. 

Quebec and Lake St. John Railway (Q&LSJ) 
Linton to La Tuque (abandoned) 
This was a short-hved 39.6-mi le l ine that 
extended f rom L in ton (L inton Jet.) , 22 miies 
nor th of Riviere-a-Pierre, to La Tuque. The 
Hne was opened on November 23 , 1907, just 
as the Na t i ona l Transcontinental Ra i lway 
construct ion was gett ing i n fu l l swing i n the 
area o f La Tuque. Records show that con-
stmct ion supplies for the N T R were ferried 
over this hne into La Tuque. 

In addi t ion, i t shot i id be noted that the 
proposed N T R hne was shown on some Cana­
d ian N o r t h e m maps as a "great c i rc le" i ine 
extending f rom L in ton through La Tuque to 
Cochrane a n d Superior Jet, (Sioux Lookout, 
Ontar io ) . F r o m these maps, and not ing the 
t im ing of Mackenz i e and M a n n bujdng into 
the Quebec and Lake St. John , one must 
wonder i f they were hop ing to have the 
Q & L S J form part of the Na t i ona l Transconti­
nenta i route. However f rom ra i lway engin­
eering and operating perspectives, the design 
and construct ion standards o f the two ra i l ­
ways were so different that the Canadian 
Northern's i ines w o u l d have needed to be 
almost total ly rebui l t to meet the higher gov­
ernment standards used o n the NTR. 

The i ine from L inton was operated by the 
Canadian No r the m as their La Tuque Subdi ­
v is ion and k n o w n i n . Canadian National 's 
days as the L in ton Subdiv is ion. It crossed the 
N T R a couple of miies south of La Tuque and 
entered the communi ty on the west side of 
the NTR. This i ine, l ike the remainder of the 
Q&LSJ , came under the operating contro l of 
the new Canadian Nat iona l Rai lways o n J a n ­
uary 1 ,1919 , fo i iowing the financial collapse 
of the Canadian Nor them. 

The C N R discontinued operation over the 
fuU 39.6-mile L in ton Subdiv is ion on February 
27 , 1921 , except for 1.23 miles at La Tuque, 
w h i c h became a siding. This sma l l piece, 
later known as the L in ton Spui ; remained 
unt i l it was abandoned on November 24, 
1986. Parts of the rest of the i ine were dis­
mantled, but one 1931 railway diagram 
indicates that two sections tota l l ing about 32 
miles may have been leased, w i t h rails s t i l l i n 
place, to sports clubs. Later records indicate 
that these sports clubs eventually converted 
the o ld roadbed to private roadways. 

Metabetchouan Railway 
St. Andre Jet. to St. Andre de TEpouvante 
(abandoned) 
This was a short-hved lumber ing ra i lway 
w h i c h ran east off the Q & L S J from a point 
about 18 miies south of Chambord. J u l i a n 
Bernard brought this l ine to m y attention, 
and has supplied m u c h of m y mater ia l on it. 

The Metabetchouan Pulp Company was 
incorporated i n 1902, w i t h authority to bu i l d 
a t ramway f rom its m i l l at St. Andre de 
i 'Epouvante (now Saint-Andre-de-Lac-Saint-
Jean) , on the Riviere Metabetchouan, to Lake 
Bouchette on the Q & L S J . The i ine was bui l t 
i n 1911 or 1912, and the prov inc ia l govem-
ment suppl ied a subsidy i n the form of land, 
i n the amount of 1000 acres per mi le of l ine. 

The Ju l y Intemationai Railway Guide 

lists St. Andre Jet., but neither this station 
nor the Metabetchouan l ine is shown on the 
accompanying map. Quebec and Lake St. 
J o h n Ra i lway publ ic t imetables around this 
t ime show many changes i n this area. The 
map w i t h the October 1911 timetable shows 
a i ine that appears to extend from Bi lodeau 
(12 miles south of Chambord) southeast to 
St. Andre. The June 1913 timetable is very 
s imi lar to the 1908 guide, and shows St. 
Andre Jet as 17.5 miles south of Chambord. 
The January 1918 employees' t imetable has 
no reference to a junc t i on at St. Andre, but 
mileages are the same as i n 1908 and 1913 . 
Another publ ic t imetabie, for M a y 1921, lists 
a St. Andre as 18.3 miies south of Chambord. 

James Bay and Eeistern Railway (JB&E) 
Robervai to Triquet - Part of CN ' s Robervai 
Subdivision 
This was a n attempt by the Canadian North­
e m to add a major l i nk to its transcontinentai 
railway cha in . The James Bay and Eastem 
Ra i lway was incorporated o n M a y 4 , 1 9 1 0 , to 
construct and operate a ra i lway from Lake 
Ab i t ib i (on the Quebec-Ontario border) v ia 
the south shore of Lac Saint-Jean, to the 
mou th of the Saguenay River. 

N ine days iatei; o n M a y 13, 1910, the 
Canadian No r the m Ra i lway System made 
appl icat ion to • the federal government to 
renew an earlier-approved subsidy i n the 
name of the James Bay and Eastem Railway. 
W h e n questioned about this application, 
counsel for Canadian No r them replied that 
the Quebec and Lake St. J o h n Ra i lway Com­
pany was i n the hands of receivers and that 
the James Bay and Eastem Ra i lway was 
incorporated to take up the subsidy for the 
constmct ion of this new l ink . 

Needless to say, Canadian No r them didn't 
get their i ine across no r them Quebec. Seven 
years later; on November 21 , 1917, some 
19.4 miies was completed from Robervai to 
LaDore (CN Triquet). This was the last track 
constmcted by the Canadian Nor them i n 
nor them Quebec and it, l ike the rest of their 
system, became history 13 months later w i t h 
the format ion o f the Canadian Nat iona l 
Rai lways. 

Canadian National Railways (CN) 
Triquet to Dolbeau - Part of CN 's Robervai 
Subdivision 
Wh i l e a number o f railway enterprises had 
promoted a i ine around the north of Lac 
Saint-Jean, Canadian Nat iona l , w i t h its 26.6-
mi le i ine from Triquet (end of the James Bay 
and Eastem Ra i lway constmction) to Dolbeau 
(Mistassini ) , penetrated furthest into this 
t imber-r ich area. This i ine, west of Lac Saint-
Jean and the Mistass in i Rivei ; extends to the 
pulp and paper mi l ls at the junc t i on of the 
Mistass in i and Ouasiemsca rivers northwest 
of the lake. The i ine was off icially opened on 
November 22 , 1927. 

Today, this i ine, the James Bay and 
Eastem, and the section of the Quebec and 
Lake St. J o h n west of Chambord, together 
form CN's Robervai Subdiv is ion. At Triquet, 
CN's Cran Subdiv is ion connects, and mns 
west to Chibougamau. 

I ' l l r e t u m to the Cran Subdiv is ion next 
month , as we discuss CN's newer resource 
i ines. 

10 • Rail and Transit • January 1995 



Research and Reviews 

National Transcontinental Railway (NTR) 
Hervey to Cochrane, Ontario - Part of C N La 
Tuque, and ail of C N Saint-Maurice and 
Taschereau subdivisions 
W i t h the comple t ion of the Canadian Pacific 
f rom coast to coast, there was grave concern 
that the CPR- wasn't going to be able to 
supply adequate ra i lway service to the grow­
ing demand west o f the Great Lakes. In 
addit ion, some groups expressed the v iew 
that there had to be compet i t ion to ensure a i l 
ra i lway users were gett ing the best rates and 
service. The two b i g players i n this agitat ion 
were Mackenz ie and M a n n , w i t h their Cana­
d ian No r them enterprise, and the Grand 
Trunk Railway. We have noted the attempts 
and the results o f Mackenz ie and M a n n to 
get a i ine across no r them Quebec, so i t is 
t ime to look at the GTR's efforts. 

The Grand Trunk Railway, under Charles 
M . Hayes, p i cked up from the Trans-Canada 
Ra i lway Company, w h i c h h a d come forward 
w i t h several schemes inc lud ing their 1902 

proposal to bu i ld a rai lway from At lant ic 
tidewater; on the Saguenay Rive^ to Port 
S impson, on the northwest coast of Br i t ish 
Co lumbia . This company sounded serious, as 
they surveyed several hundred miies of Une, 
inc lud ing an area north of Lake Winn ipeg 
and areas i n Quebec and Br i t ish Co lumbia . 

In 1903, the Grand Trunk went to the 
govemment w i t h a scheme to bui ld , i n co­
operation w i t h the govemment, a new trans­
cont inentai ra i lway from Moncton , New 
Bmnswick , to Prince Rupert, Br i t ish Co lum­
b ia . The proposal was for two m a i n divisions, 
one f rom M o n c t o n to Winnipeg, and the 
other from there to Prince Rupert. The Grand 
Tmnk, w i t h their company the Grand Tmnk 
Pacific, w o u l d construct the l ine west of 
Winnipeg. The govemment wou ld bu i l d the 
i ine east of Winnipeg , and the Grand T m n k 
Pacific wou ld then lease and operate this 
eastem divis ion. The deal sounded good, so 
the Grand Tmnk Pacific was incorporated 
and a n agreement between the rai lway and 

the govemment was signed on J u l y 2 9 , 1 9 0 3 . 
Since these were optimist ic times, the flowery 
preamble of this J u l y agreement was reflected 
i n the preamble to The National Transconti­

nental Railway Act, w h i c h received Royal 
assent on October 14, 1903 . In addit ion to 
approving the J u l y agreement and certain 
other clauses, this act began: 

Whereas, by reason of the growth in popu­
lation and the rapid development in the 
productiveness and trade of Canada and 
especially of the westem part thereof, and 
with a view to the opening up of new terri­
tory available for settlement,, both in the 
Eastem Provinces and in the West, and the 
affording of transportation facilities for such 
territory, and for other reasons, the necess­
ity has arisen for the constmction of a 
National Transcontinental Railway, to be 
operated as a common railway highway 
across the Dominion of Canada, from ocean 
to ocean and whol ly within Canadian terri­
tory. 
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This a l l sounded great, but we now k n o w 
that between construct ion cost overruns, the 
general economic recession w i t h s low nat ion­
a l growth, a n d the Grand Trunk a n d Grand 
T n m k Pacific's near-bankruptcy, they were 
not i n a pos i t ion to take over the Na t i ona l 
Transcontinentai Ra i lway on its complet ion. 
Before we get ahead of ourselves, i e f s l ook at 
some of the facets surrounding the earl ier 
years of the NTR . 

In hindsight, the unanswered questions 
on "day one" shou ld have raised a few cau­
t i on flags. The proposed Hne was to penetrate 
a generally uninhabi ted country. A reconnais­
sance was made over the route, but the lack 
of knowledge of the country shortness of 
suppHes, lack of transport facflities, and out­
breaks of scurvy added to the difficulties of 
the first surveyors. For the most part, these 
parties h a d to rely on supplies they brought 
i n w i t h them or could get from the nearest 
fur trader's outpost or Hudson's Bay Company 
post. 

In 1904, the govemment appointed the 
Nat iona l Transcontinental Ra i lway Commis­
sion, i n accordance w i t h the 1903 Act, to 
oversee the bu i l d ing of the eastem div is ion of 
the transcont inental i ine f rom M o n c t o n to 
Winnipeg . 

Survey and preconstruction work 
The foUowing was extracted f rom articles 
carried i n the industry j o u m a i Canadian 

Railway and Marine World. Dur ing the 
au tumn of 1904 and 1905, some 34 survey 
parties were equipped a n d sent out. Before 
the end of 1906, there were 45 survey parties 
i n the field. These consisted o f about 18 men 
each i n the settled districts, and up to 2 4 
m e n i n unsettled districts, not count ing the 
large number of m e n engaged i n transport ing 
suppHes by canoe a n d backpack i n summer 
and by dog t eam i n winter. Each survey party 
was under the direct ion of a n engineer; and 
had eight technicians, as w e l l as a cook, 
eight or nine axemen, and a number of back­
packers. 

It must be remembered that there were 
no exist ing maps to rely on, and i n m u c h of 
the no r them territory there were no k n o w n 
landmarks to use as reference points, i t was 
slow, hard work to get the first pre l iminary 
routes defined, i n the area east from Lake 
N ip igon to the St. Lawrence val ley two 
pre i im ina iy m a i n routes were selected for 
further explorat ion. This was done to deter­
mine the general lay of the land . Some help 
was found at the head of the Saint-Maur ice 
Rivei ; where the Tete-de-Bulle Indians were 
found to possess a n aptitude for cartography 
and by fo i iowing their m d e maps, a j imc t i on 
was effected w i t h the party running east f rom 
the Gat ineau. 

The surveyors had to rely on their o w n 
skil ls to establish their general locat ion by 

tak ing sun shots w i t h their survey instru­
ments. Considerable p lann ing had to be 
completed to get the pieces of the siuveys 
together For example, two sruvey parties 
heading towards each other had to estimate 
their expected t ime to meet before they left 
their jo int base camp. The reason for this was 
that at a n agreed t ime on a n agreed night, 
each party w o u l d f ind some h igh gro imd and 
fire ship's flares into the sky. Each party 
wou ld look for the other party's flares and 
then head for that locat ion. Some of these 
crews repeated this on several nights before 
they made contact. 

F r om these pre l iminary surveys, a general 
route was selected, fol lowed by more survey­
ing and engineering calculations to establish 
the most economica l route. Some of the 
surveys i n the remote parts of nor them Que­
bec were not f inalised unt i l late i n 1908, we l l 
after the start of construction i n 1906. The 
f inal route selection was based on complex 
calculations that inc luded both capital and 
projected operating costs factored into the 
design l imits of grades and curves to deter­
mine route miies against constmct ion costs. 
For example, it was determined that it was 
justi f iable to expend $40 000 to save one 
norma l grade crossing w i t h another railway. 

Besides the amount of surveying needed 
to establish the most economical locat ion, 
the N T R Commission's decisions for route 
changes to skirt the nor th shores of Lakes 
N ip igon and Abi t ib i , cont inuing i n this same 
general direct ion to the headwaters of the 
Saint-Maurice Rivei ; meant delays and more 
surveying. 

Wh i l e . this surveying was massive, 
another massive support organisation was put 
i n place to establish supply routes and caches 
of supplies as the surveyors started to get the 
route t ied together. These rel ied on existing 
ra i lway iines, canoe and water routes, as we l l 
as trappers' routes. Regular systems for ma i l 
service were provided as soon as the supply 
routes were well-established. 

The most serious discomforts endured 
were black flies i n summer and a few i n ­
tensely cold days i n mid-winter when the 
mercury sometimes touched 60 degrees 
be low zero Fahrenheit (-51 C) . Accidents due 
to upsetting canoes and breaking through ice 
were too common. In the first three years of 
the survey, 27 lives were c la imed by the 
frigid waters, at that t ime the only highways. 
Narrow escapes were of almost dai ly occur­
rence. There was a case of a canoe that broke 
i n hal f wh i l e descending the Woodchuck 
Rapids on the Be l l River near Senneterre, and 
the occupants paddled five miies into camp 
seated one i n either piece. 

Route location across northern Quebec 
Perhaps the forbidding range of h i l ls loosely 
cal led the Laurent ian Mounta ins created the 

most difficult prob lem for locat ing the i ine on 
the Eas tem Div is ion. Three routes near the 
Saint-Maur ice River were proposed. The chal­
lenges here inc luded gett ing sufficient a l t i ­
tude to reach the higher lands to the north, 
as w e l l as avoid ing the precipitous cHffs a long 
the rivers. 

The chosen route fo l lowed several valleys 
from Hervey-Jonct ion un t i l a pass was 
reached over looking the hamlet of La Tuque. 
The descent into La Tuque was effected by 
fitting a two-mHe horseshoe curve into a 
recession of the hi l ls ide. 

In the 80 miies between La Tuque and 
the o ld Hudson's Bay post at Weymonta-
chene, the Saint-Maurice drops 700 feet. 
Four mi les above La Tuque, the Sa in t -Mau­
rice was bridged by six 140-foot trusses, and 
the precipitous side h i l l of the river was 
fo l lowed to Vermi l l ion. F rom VermilHon, the 
l ine fo l lowed a circuitous route through the 
long granite ridges and then along the Saint-
Maur ice to We3Tnontachene. 

As more surveys of westem Quebec were 
made, it was unexpectedly discovered that 
this h i gh country presented far fewer diffi­
culties than the area draining into the St. 
Lawrence. This resulted i n a change to an 
al ignment to the north of Lake Ab i t ib i , late i n 
1905. 

This was a land of innumerable lakes and 
creeks, separated by irregular ridges o f sand 
and boulders, covered w i t h jack-pine. The 
actual "height of l and " was crossed three 
times i n nor them Quebec, and twice i n 
no r them Ontario, w i t h elevations ranging 
from 1070 to 1500 feet above mean tide­
water. Deep muskeg and numerous streams 
resulted i n the need for many bridges and 
culverts. 

The engineering of ra i lway constmct ion 
was fast becoming a science. The early-day 
practices of people half-guessing about the 
design of bridges and then gradually load ing 
them to ensure they wou ld carry ful ly loaded 
trains had gone. Engineers were now l eaming 
about the strength of the various materials 
and w o u l d calculate what sizes were needed 
to carry certain loads. Part of this new 
science inc luded l eaming about the soi l o n 
w h i c h the structure w o u l d be placed. The 
fo l lowing is an interesting story about the 
resourcefulness o f a crew i n getting their so i l 
samples'at a bridge site a long a remote part 
of this l ine. 

Normally, l ight bor ing machines were 
used, w i th a pi le driver be ing used to drive 
the casings into the so i l . However i n one 
remote locat ion, a crew w i t h no pi le driver 
improvised. They set their bor ing machine on 
the ice, and the casing was driven by an 
improvised p i le drivei; consisting of a section 
of green b i r ch for the drop hammei ; work ing 
between makeshift leads and operated by 
transport dogs. The dogs suppl ied the power 
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to l i ft the hammei ; w h i c h w o u l d then be 
dropped o n the casing, m u c h as one w o u l d 
use a hammer. W h e n the ice went out, the 
bor ing machine was transferred to a raft, a n d 
the dogs harnessed to the spokes o f a w i n d ­
lass. By this contrivance, casing pipes were 
driven through 5 0 feet o f hard compacted 
sand. 

The land and construction access 
The 1804.84 rrdles o f the N T R between 
M o n c t o n a n d Winn ipeg was div ided into six 
districts for construct ion purposes. These 
districts were further b roken d o w n into 
"residencies," designated numeiicaUy. Whi l e , 
here, we are only interested i n parts of Dis­
tricts B a n d D and a l l o f Distr ict C, the fol­
l ow ing is a fuU l ist of the N T R districts. 
• District A — M o n c t o n to N e w Brunswick-
Quebec boundary; 256 .61 imles. 
• District B — N ew Brunswick-Quebec boun­
dary to east abutment o f Meg iskan River 
bridge; 578 .19 miles. The wes t em boundary 
of this district was about M i l e 70 o f the 
present C N Saint -Maur ice Subdiv is ion, just 
west of Sanmaur 
• District C - East abutment Meg i skan River 
bridge to Quebec-Ontario boundary; 121.94 
miles. 
• District D - Quebec-Ontario botmdary to 
204 miles west of Cochrane; 276 .11 miles. 
• District E - Mi leage 2 0 4 west of Cochrane 
to 125 rrdles east of Lake Superior Junc t i on ; 
195.19 mfles. 
• District F - F r o m 125 miles east of Lake 
Superior J tmct i on to Winnipeg , 375 .90 miles. 

W i t h the basic surveying and general 
al igrunent of the l ine completed, i t was t ime 
to start constmct ion. A t this t ime, a l l there 
was i n the field was a row of survey stakes, 
a long a brushed-out Hne through the woods 
about 10 feet wide . So, before constmct ion 
could start, the exact plots of l and needed for 
the ra i lway needed to be surveyed and 
staked-out, w i t h aU the survey in format ion 
recorded on plans that were then f i led i n land 
registry offices. Sometimes, this work needed 
to be done a couple of t imes, i f it was fo imd 
necessary to change the aHgnment to obta in 
a better track conf igurat ion. 

In conjunct ion w i t h this detai led survey­
ing was the major task o f c learing the ra i l ­
way right-of-way. This meant cutt ing and 
burn ing the trees and brush for a w i d t h of 66 
feet or wider for the length of the l ine. The 
news reports o f this per iod indicated that 
hundreds of m e n and horses were at work 
ahead of the ac tua l ra i lway builders on each 
contract. 

Constmct ion methods by the early 1900s 
had made major advancements. Steam 
shovels were be ing used o n major excava­
tions and cons tmct ion o f rai lways, w i t h 
"d inky " engines used to move cons tmct ion 
materials and fiU. However hand labour; 

horses, a n d drags were s t i l l m u c h needed and 
used for ra i lway c o ns tmc t i o nwo r k i n nor th­
e m Quebec and Ontario. Getting the heavy 
machinery and supplies to the work sites was 
always a problem, but i n nor them Quebec, i t 
was a major undertaking that resulted i n 
smaller-sized equipment be ing used. A t the 
start of constmct ion, access by ra i lway was 
l imi ted to around Quebec City and Hervey. 

As we noted above, the Quebec and Lake 
St. J o h n l ine from L inton to La Tuque was 
constmcted dur ing 1907. About this same 
t ime the Temiskaming a n d No r them Ontario 
Ra i lway ran its first t ra in into McDougal l ' s 
Chutes (Matheson) at the head of navigat ion 
on the Black Rive^ a tributary of the Ab i t ib i . 
F r o m here, two m a i n transport routes were 
established. A service of steamers and gaso­
l ine boats was established on each route, 
short stretches of l ight-rai l t ramway be ing 
bu i l t a round the worst rapids. Bush roads 
were also cut for winter communicat ions. 

One of these routes foUowed down the 
Black and Ab i t ib i rivers, to where the new 
N T R l ine crossed the Abi t ib i , beyond w h i c h a 
monora i l t ramway was constructed eight 
miles west across country to the Frederick-
house River (west of the present Cochrane) . 
The t ramway had a plat form car s i t t ing on a 
two-wheeled t m c k as its ro l l ing stock. There 
were shafts for a horse, attached to a pole at 
right angles to the car and the ra i l . A horse 
thus wa lked alongside the car and ra i l , the 
car be ing guided on the ra i l by double-
flanged wheels. By November 1908, the 
Temiskaming and Nor them Ontario , Ra i lway 
had been extended the remain ing 40 miles 
into Cochrane, and was able to get trains to 
that point, a l though it was 1909 before 
extensive traffic was handled. W i t h the T & N O 
reaching the N T R at Cochrane, the temporary 
water and t ram routes were abandoned. 

Constmct ion i n nor them Quebec and 
Ontario was plagued by weather oddities. In 
the spring of 1907 there was a two-foot 
depth of snow i n some nor them areas on 
June 1, and the ice i n Lake N ip igon d id not 
break up unt i l June 16, 1907. Dur ing the 
excessively dry summers of 1909 and 1910, 
disastrous forest fires d id enormous damage 
a long the line, b u m i n g contractors' camps, 
warehouses, and plant, and putt ing a stop to 
the work i n many locations. 

Railway line construction 
Actua l constmct ion began i n the spring of 
1906, w i t h contracts being signed for the 
bu i ld ing of 150 miles westward from Quebec 
City, and 245 miles eastward from Winnipeg . 
Periodical ly over the next two years, con­
tracts for addi t ional sections were let, un t i l 
by October 1908, the complete N T R l ine was 
under contract. 

Wh i l e the tota l length of the N T R 
through Quebec was under contract, ind ica­

t ions are that on ly 64 miles of track had been 
la id by the end of 1908 i n the area of Hervey 
and La Tuque. 

Constmct ion cont inued year ' round after 
i t was started. It was fo imd that the deep clay 
cuts i n wes tem Quebec could be excavated 
w i t h less expense i n w in t e i ; ' as i n summer 
horses cou ld on ly travel o n the greasy blue 
gumbo after the ground had been corduroyed 
(the surface of the road covered w i t h closely 
spaced logs). 

Construct ion accidents occurred frequent­
ly dur ing the durat ion of construction. M a n y 
accidents were related to the coUapse of 
temporary bridges, blasting, and rock and 
m u d sHdes such as the one about the middle 
of M a r c h 1909, twenty miles nor th of La 
Tuque, i n w h i c h five workers were k i l l ed . 

The track for the N T R was 80 lb . rails, 
l a id o n 3000 softwood ties per mile . The 
contractors, imder agreements w i t h the 
government, put sections of the N T R i n 
service a lmost as soon as i t was completed. 
By the end of 1910, there was l imi ted service 
over the approximately 50 miles from Hervey 
to Fitzpatr ick. The l ine was also progressing 
eastward f rom Cochrane towards the Quebec 
border and Taschereau (called O'Brien at the 
t ime of constmct ion) . 

The 119 miles of track f rom Fitzpatrick 
to Parent was put i n service i n 1911 . The 
fo l lowing year saw at least some service on 
the 102.5 miles f rom Parent west to Doucet 
(this is presently Paradis, M i l e 221 .5 on the 
C N Saint-Maur ice Subdiv is ion) . S imi lar 
service started i n 1912 over the 110 miles 
between Taschereau and Cochrane. 

The most isolated section, 117 miles 
between Taschereau and Doucet, was the last 
port ion of the whole l ine between Monc ton 
and Winnipeg to receive rails. A press report 
of November 17, 1913, from Cochrane 
advised that the last of the steel was la id 
near Nel l ie Lake, Quebec (about M i l e 238.7 
on the C N Saint-Maur ice Subdivision) about 
19 miles east o f Senneterre. 

Wh i l e this completed the track, there was 
considerable bal last ing, bridge work, and 
clean-up work needed to complete the Une. 

As the N T R was being completed, the 
poor f inancia l status of the Grand Tmnk 
prevented them from being i n a posi t ion to 
take over the l ine. This was one of the events 
that was forcing the govemment o n the road 
to the formation o f the Canadian Nat ional 
Rai lways i n 1919 . In the meantime, because 
the N T R was not an operating railway, it was 
decided on M a y 1, 1915, to have the Cana­
d ian Govemment Rai lways take over from 
the contractors the operation of the approxi­
mately 1356 miles of the N T R between 
Quebec City and Winnipeg . This became 
effective on June 1 ,1915 , the date quoted as 
the official opening of this l ine through 
no r them Quebec. 
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CP RAIL SYSTEM 
Q U E B E C C E N T R A L U P D A T E 

Marco Express, a Quebec t ruck ing f i rm, is 
asking loca l business, development, and 
tourist organisations to get involved i n its 
revival of the remains of the Quebec Centra l 
Railway, or else i t w i l l quit its attempt to 
acquire the l ine. The owner of Marco Express 
ini t iated and f inanced a $55 000 feasibil ity 
study to determine i f ra i lway service to the 
region cou ld be mainta ined. The Saint-Frede­
ric chamber of commerce scheduled a meet­
ing January 10 to w h i c h m im ic i pa l officials, 
members o f the Na t i ona l Assembly, industr ia l 
development officers, and tour ism representa­
tives f rom 72 munic ipal i t ies near the l ine 
were invi ted. The purchase price of the right-
of-way and infrastructure is estimated at 
between $25 - and $30-mi l l i on . 

Effective December 23 , a l l of CP Rail 's 
Chaudiere, Levis, andVaUee subdivisions, the 
former QCR, were off icially abandoned. 

- L e Sold! 

N E W TRAINS 
CP is operating two new trains between 
Toronto and Kansas City, M issour i . Trains 
511 and 512 operate seven days a week 
between the two cities v ia Chicago. West­
bound Tra in 511 handles intermodal a n d 
mardfest traffic for Davenport and Kansas 
City, and auto-racks for Kansas City. It is 
scheduled to depart Toronto a round 09 :00 . 
The first Train 511 departed on January 6. 

Tra in 512 handles intermodal traffic f rom 
Kansas Ci ty to Chicago a n d Toronto. It also 
handles intermodal traffic for cormection w i t h 
Train 928 to Montrea l . Train 512 is sched­
u led to depart Kansas Ci ty a round 16 :00 . 

W i t h the sale of the Canad ian At lant ic 
Ra i lway Train 280 (Toronto to Saint John) 
and Train 281 (Saint J o h n to Montreal ) have 
been abol ished and replaced w i t h Trains 906 
(Toronto to Sherbrooke) and 905 (Sher­
brooke to Montrea l ) . The changes were not 
made immediate ly after the sale - Train 280 

last left Toronto o n January 15, and was 
replaced by Train 906 on January 16. Train 
906 operates daily, and is scheduled to 
depart Toronto around 22 :00 and arrive i n 
Sherbrooke around 19:30 the next day. 

Also affected by the CAR sale were Trains 
290 and 291 (Mont r ea l -Brownv i l l e J u n c ­
t ion) , w h i c h were abol ished and replaced 
w i t h Trains 910 and 909 (Mon t r ea l -She r -
brooke) . 

A B A N D O N M E N T APPL ICAT IONS 
CP has filed a notice of intent to abandon the 
Owen Sound Subdivis ion, between Orange-
vi l le and Owen Sound. The ra i lway has lost 
more than $1-mi l l i on a year between 1991 
and 1993 on the line, and future traffic pro­
jections indicate the l ine w i l l not make 
money. The l ine is served by the Moonlight 

l oca l freight three t imes a week from Toronto 
Yard. If abandonment is approved, the Owen 
Sound Subdiv is ion w i l l terminate east of 
Dufferin County Road 16, on the westem 
outskirts of Orangevil le. The por t ion of the 
l ine between Streetsville and Orangevil le is 
also being considered for abandonment. 

A notice of intent to abandon has been 
filed w i t h the NTA for CP's Cornwal l Subdiv i ­
s ion i n eastem Ontario. The 27-mi le l ine runs 
f rom Soulanges, Quebec, to Comwa l l . The 
l ine was served by a loca l assignment from 
Smiths Falls three or four tunes a week. 
Dru ing 1993, an average of fewer than 15 
revenue loads per week were handled on the 
l ine. CP w i l l continue to compete for business 
at C o m w a l l through a n agreement w i th C N . 

—Finandal Post 

D E R A I L M E N T S 
A tampered switch was determined to be the 
cause of the derai lment of eastbound CP 
Tra in 926 on December 2 1 . The 90-car t ra in 
was travel l ing 55 m.p lh . through Tilbury, 
Ontario, just after midnight when the last 
four cars on the t ra in derailed. The switch 
lock on the siding to Woodbridge Foam had 
been broken and i t is beheved that the vibra­
t i on from the passing t ra in caused the 
unsecured switch points to move and derai l 
the cars. There were no injuries i n the derail­
ment. The derailed cars were a l l empty 
except for a load of c om . The crane from 
Windsor was used to clear the l ine. There 
was roughly 500 feet of m a i n track damaged 
and 500 feet of s iding damaged. The l ine was 
cleared at 12:40 the same day and the track 
was placed back into service by 15:00. Train 
270 was he ld at DougaU Avenue, Train 516 
t ied up at Walkervi l le , Train 5 1 7 t ied up at 
Ringold, and Train 510 was cancelled. 

Short ly after midnight on January 10, a 
hump assignment at Toronto Yard derailed 
seven cars, w i t h one of the cars roUing right 
d o w n the side of the hump. The accident 
occurred w h e n the assignment was pu l l i ng 
west w i t h a string of 52 cars from the classif i­
cat ion yard. Dur ing this movement, a car 
derai led at a switch and travelled over 300 
feet whi l e st i l l derailed. After wa i t i ng for 
other yard movements to cleai; the consist 
was then reversed to begin hump ing . The 
derailed car eventually pu l l ed t ra i l ing cars off 
the track behind it before the t ra in was 
brought to a stop. 

The derailed cars inc luded one loaded t r i -
level auto-rack, two loaded tank cars o f clay, 
a car of resin, an empty boxcai ; and two 
loaded covered hoppers of soya bean mea l . 
The tank cars remained upright, the auto-
rack and one hopper car were overtumed, 
and the other hopper car ro l led d o w n the 
side of the hump and came to rest beh ind the 
closed beanery. 

The Toronto auxi l iary crane, w h i c h was 
taken out of stand-by service over a year ago, 
was used along w i t h the high-ra i l crane and 
a rented crane to re-rail the cars. Repairs to 
the track were completed that afternoon, and 
humping operations resumed b y 16 :00 . 

—Toronto Star via Rex Bundle 

O T T A W A C O M M U T E R U P D A T E 
The Communaute urbaine de I 'Outaouais 
passed a resolution last mon th rejecting CP's 
proposed commuter t ra in project that wou ld 
l ink Masson and H u l l , Quebec, w i t h Ottawa. 
A consultanfs study indicated that a new 
commuter service wou ld have l i t t le effect on 
the number of autos crossing the Ottawa 
Rive^ and wou ld be too costly. A s imi lar 
report prepared by CP, however; showed 
costs to be as m u c h as 16 percent lower than 
what the consultant estimated. The alterna­
tive to a commuter t ra in is a new bridge 
across the river; w h i c h is causing m u c h 
debate i n the area. The Ontario govemment 
has turned d o w n proposals f rom the Quebec 
side to construct a new bridge between 
Ottawa and H u l l , or to add a th i rd lane to 
the Champia in Bridge. The Ontario govem­
ment has not m l e d bu i ld ing out a new road 
bridge between Cumber land, Ontario, and 
Masson, Quebec. In a n effort to salvage the 
plan, CP is prepared to guarantee its prices 
and negotiate a contract that is t ied to per­
formance. CP estimates that the annual 
operating costs o f the commuter t ra in would 
be about $14 .6 -mi l l i on . 

—Le Droit, Ottawa Gtizen, and Ottawa Sun 
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CN NORTH AMERICA 
PARL IAMENTARY T A S K F O R C E 

The federal parKamentary task force examin­
ing the future of C N completed its tr ip thro­
ughout Canada a n d released its report on 
January 19. The force was headed by M P Bob 
Nault , w h o was a CP conductor i n N o r t h e m 
Ontario before w i n n i n g his seat i n Ottawa. 

The fo l lowing are some o f the sub­
missions heard by the task force, other t h a n 
"don't seU C N to CP : " 
• The Nova Scot ia transport minister; a long 
w i t h many others, suggested that a regional 
ra i lway dubbed C N At lant ic or Nova Ra i l , be 
formed f rom CN's Mont rea l to Hal i fax l ines. 
The province w o u l d help by prov id ing infra­
structure assistance. The Hal i fax-Dartmouth 
Port Development Corporat ion said that a 
regional ra i lway could a l l ow compet ing t ra in 
operators to use the track. 

• C N president Pau l • Tell ier sa id that he 
w o u l d give employees a seat at the board­
room table i f the federal govemment sold off 
the money-losing railway. Tell ier also to ld the 
task force that the debt-heavy ra i lway w i l l 
never be profitable i f i t has to rely on debt to 
finance new expansions. 

• The Ontario transport minister stated that 
the province believes Ot tawa should : develop 
a comprehensive strategy for Canada's ra i l ­
ways, to support regional economic and 
social development; change the Nat iona l 
Transportation Act to ensure that passenger 
ra i lway services receive the same treatment 
under the l aw as freight shippers; a n d foster 
a n efficient, productive nat iona l ra i lway 
network by cont inu ing to support compet i ­
t ion i n the ra i lway sector. 

The task force heard presentations f rom 
150 groups, and said i n its report that 
Ottawa should transfer ownership o f CN's 
operations to the private sector a n d shou ld 
encourage employees to take an equity stake 
i n the carrier. 

The minister o f transport was non­
commit ta l about the report, saying that the 
task force report, together w i t h the results of 
the consultations Transport Canada has he ld 
o n the future of the ra i lway industry w i l l be 
taken into considerat ion as a new nat iona l 
ra i lway po l i cy is developed this year. 

The task force also recommended that: 
• CN's non-rai lway assets, inc lud ing the C N 
Towei; a Paris hotel , Canac Intemationai , 
and AMF, be transferred to a separate C rown 
corporat ion; 
• CN's real-estate holdings shou ld be trans­
ferred back to the govemment (at the end o f 
1993, its rea l estate had market value o f 
$527- inn i ion ) ; 

• Ot tawa should clearly identify subsidies for 
uneconomic ra i lway services deemed i n the 
publ i c interest, for instance the hne to 

Church i l l , Man i toba ; 
• The govemment should retain its role as 
regulator i n areas such as rai lway-l ine aban­
donment, wh i l e streamlining the process of 
abandoning l ines; 
• The govemment should appoint in ter im 
management to oversee the railway's transi­
t i o n to commercial ised operations. 

Pr ior to the parl iamentary task force 
recommendat ion, the federal govemment 
armounced its rejection of CP's offer to pur­
chase the eastem assets of C N . The offer was 
t u m e d down because its impl icat ions for 
ra i lway compet i t ion and employment w o u l d 
have been unacceptable. 

—Fmandal Post, Halifax Mail Star and Saint John 

Telegraph Journal, Toronto Star via Rex Rundk 

A B A N D O N M E N T REVISED 
C N has revised its jo int abandonment appl ica­
t i on for the both Newmarket Subdiv is ion 
f rom Barrie to Longford and the remains of 
the Meaford and M i d l a n d subdivisions. C N 
wanted approval of both to make the aban­
doned Ontario l ines more attractive to a 
potent ia l short-l ine operator. The NTA 
rejected the appl icat ion i n Novembei; how-
evep so C N has rescinded its appl icat ion for 
abandonment of the Newmarket Subdiv is ion 
between Bradford and Longford. 

SHORT-L INE C O M M I T T E E 
A j o in t un ion and management committee 
has been formed at C N to investigate the 
establishment of in t ema l short l ines. The 
committee is to prepare its report this month, 
and w i l l determine w h i c h lines can be 
retained by C N but managed more indepen­
dently, and at a more-local level, instead of 
be ing sold as a short l ine, spun off to 
employees, or abandoned. C N has sa id i t w i l l 
not sol icit the sale of any lines that are deter­
m ined to be potent ia l candidates for this 
programme. A n in t ema l short l ine was estab­
l ished i n the Okanagan Val ley i n Br i t ish 
Co lumbia i n 1993 . 

D E R A I L M E N T 
N ine cars and a locomotive on a C N freight 
t ra in derailed on the af temoon of December 
14, near Causapscal, Quebec, after co l l id ing 
w i t h a transport trailer. The locomotive and 
six of the derailed cars fell into the Matape-
dia River after knock ing a bridge span off of 
its supports. The other spans of the bridge 
were also damaged, and 8000 litres of diesei 
fuel leaked into the river. There were no 
injuries i n the accident. 

A l l C N freight traffic to the Mar i t imes, 
and VIAs Ocean, were detoured through 
Edmundston over CN's Napadogan and Pel-
letier subdivisions. Passengers on VIAs Cha-

leur to Gaspe were transferred to buses at 
Mont -Jo l i for the remainder of their tr ip. 

A n in t ema l investigation is underway to 
determine why the t ra in that s tmck the t m c k 

was not noti f ied of the disabled vehicle. The 
trai ler was carrying w o o d and separated from 
the tractor 45 minutes before the tra in 
arrived. Two phone calls were made to CN's 
Mont r ea l ra i l traffic control centre but there 
was a breakdown of communicat ion between 
the RTC centre and the t ra in crew. 

Work crews removed the last piece of 
derai led equipment, the locomotive, by Dece­
mber 19. The Hne was reopened o n Decem­
ber 22 , after a temporary culvert was built . 
The damaged bridge span w i l l be replaced i n 
the spring. Causapscal is located on the 
Mont -JoU Subdiv is ion, northwest of Matape-
dia . —Lo firesse, Journal de Montreal, Le Soleil, 

Montreal Gazette, and Tom Box 

STAT ION FIRES 
CN's Gr imsby stat ion was. destroyed by fire 
early i n the m o m i n g of December 31.. The 
Rai lhouse Restaurant leased space i n the C N -
owned bu i ld ing for the past 14 years, and 
V IA leased a sma l l passenger wa i t ing area. 
Arson was not suspected i n this fire, and the 
Ontario fire marshal 's office was investigating 
the cause. The bui ld ing was bui l t i n 1902, 
and just two weeks before the fire the station 
was designated under the Heritage Rai lway 
Stations Protect ion Act. 

O n September 2 7 around 22:00, a match 
was put to the C N West Toronto station. 
There was $50 000 damage done i n the 
arson-related fire, w h i c h included severe 
damage to the roof. The wal ls of the station 
and most of the roof are st i l l intact. The 
freight shed nor th of the station was set 
ablaze and destroyed by a n arsonist a few 
months before the stat ion fire. 

—Hamilton Spectator, Pat Sample 

S H O R T S 
Fifty-nine brakemen were given permanent 
lay-off notices i n Toronto on December 24 . • 
O n Christmas Eve, G T W Train 392 derailed 
ten of its 136 cars at Batt le Creek, M ich igan . 
Amtrak Trains 350, 351 , 352, 353, 354, 355, 
364, and 365 were a l l terminated early and 
passengers were taken by bus between the 
trains. • O n January 4, a pair of l ight C N 
locomotives derailed i n the St. Cla i r Tunnel 
at Samia . Amtrak Train 364 was t u m e d back 
at Durand, Mich igan , as was V IA Train 85 at 
Samia , and passengers were carried by bus 
between them. • The sale o f the Mur ray Bay 
Subdiv is ion to the Societe des chemins de far 
du Quebec took effect at 15:00 on December 
2, 1994. • The wye at Saint-Gregoire on the 
Becancour Subdiv is ion is out of service. • 
Effective January 9, 1995, station name 
Bronte at M i l e 27.1 on the Oakvi l le Subdiv i ­
s ion was changed to Burloak, and station 
name Oakvi l le West at M i l e 24 .7 was 
changed to Bronte. • Abandonment of the C N 
Granby Subdiv is ion was effective December 
6, 1994 at 08 :00 . -Al Tuner and others 
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OTHER NEWS 
VLA SERVICE STOPPED 

VIAs S u d b u i y - W h i t e River R D C trains were 
cancel led w h e n the lockout o f shop workers 
at the Ontario Nor th land began i n Novembei; 
and d id not resume u n t i l late January. The 
O N R mainta ined the three RDCs that are 
used on the tr i -weekly service, but V IA is n o w 
expected to close a dea l by February 1 to 
have the cars serviced at the C N Capreol 
wo rk equipment shop, w h i c h w i U be taken 
over by its new owner next month . Service 
resumed on January 28 , runn ing west on 
Saturdays and east o n Srmdays only. V IA w i l l 
save between $150 000 and $200 000 an­
nual ly once servicing is performed at Capreol, 
because deadheading between Sudbury and 
the O N R shop i n No r th Bay w i l l be e l imin­
ated. —Sudbury Star and Ttmmins Daily Press 

UNSCHEDULED RUN-PAST 
A VIA t ra in h a d diff iculty coming to a stop at 
Gui ldwood stat ion on December 7. Before 
departing f rom Toronto, wo rk was required 
on the locomotive. W h i l e the work was be ing 
done, the angle cock i n the brake l ine on the 
locomotive was closed. W h e n the unit was 
cleared for operation, the angle cock was 
never opened back up, severely reducing 
brak ing i n the rest of the t ra in . U p o n arr iv ing 
at Gu i ldwood station, the engineer found that 
the t ra in was not s lowing d o w n as i t should 
have, and ended up overshooting the stat ion 
by I V i miles. The t ra in entered the next 
block, w h i c h was occupied by a GO tra in. 

GO TRANSIT T O OSHAWA 
The banner was broken o n Canada's newest 
ra i lway hne on January 8. The extension of 
the double-track GO Subdiv is ion f rom Whi tby 
to Oshawa was marked by a ceremony that 
inc luded free rides between Oshawa and 
Picker ing stations. There are n o w 33 trains 
each weekday at Oshawa, 17 westbound and 
16 eastboimd, dur ing rush hours. There is no 
off-peak service on the l ine ; at these times, 
trains end at P icker ing . Before the opening of 
the new l ine, there was only one m o m i n g 
and one evening GO t ra in at Oshawa, w h i c h 
ran o n the C N Kingston Subdiv is ion, para l le l 
to the extension. As w i t h other stations o n 
the GO Subdiv is ion, the ra i lway designation 
of the track at the GO platforms .is Oshawa 
North , to differentiate i t f rom Oshawa stat ion 
on the Kingston Subdiv is ion. 

The new hne was officially p laced into 
service on December 18, 1994, w i t h the 
issuance of Supplement 1 to C N Great Lakes 
Reg ion Timetable 5 1 . The extension of the 
GO Subdiv is ion f rom Wh i tby No r th (Mi le 
8.9) includes two stat ion names: Th ickson, at 
M i l e 10.7, where there is a set of crossovers, 
and Oshawa Nor th at M i l e 11.6. The end of 
track is at M i l e 11.7. 

ONR DERAILMENT 
Vandal ism was the cause of an O N R derail­
ment near Iroquois Falls at 17:20 on Decem­
ber 13. A swi tch at a s iding at M i l e 5.0 on 
the Devonshire Subdiv is ion was- left half-
open. W h e n a t ra in ran through the switch, 
i t derailed 12 of 16 cars and two locomo­
tives, one of w h i c h was SD40-2 1731. The 
t ra in was travel l ing south to Englehart from 
Cochrane. The derai lment closed a nearby 
highway for more than four houis , and dam­
aging a through-truss bridge over a river. The 
loaded derailed cars contained newsprint and 
kraft pulp, and three empty chemica l tank 
cars also left the tracks. None of the t ra in 
crew were injured. 

O N R shopcraft workers, who are locked 
out, offered to help c lean up despite the 
labour dispute, but their services were not 
used. This derailment was the second o n the 
ONR that day. Farl ie i ; a caboose derailed i n 
Kapuskasing dur ing switching. 

—Toronto Stor via Rex Rundle 

DERAILMENTS 
The Chemin de fer Carrier suffered its second 
derai lment i n a 30-day period when 23 cars 
of a 150-car t ra in derailed on December 27 . 
There were no injuries i n the incident. The 
previous derailment occurred November 30, 
and leaked 60 000 litres of heavy o i l . 

Three cars on a Cape Breton and Central 
Nova Scotia Ra i lway tra in derailed near 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, on December 29 . The 
cars were carrying scrap meta l and there 
were no injuries i n this derailment. 

—Canadian Press 

ACR TAKEOVER 
The end of the A igoma Central Ra i lway w i l l 
come at 23 :59 on January 31 , and Canada's 
newest ra i lway company, the A igoma Central 
Ra i lway Inc., owned by Wisconsin Central , 
w i l l be b o m at 00:01 on Febmary 1. After 
the transfei; the staff w i l l be reduced from 
500 to only 217 employees. A igoma Central 
Corporat ion, the parent company of the 
current railway, has set aside $15-mi l l i on for 
retirement and severance packages. 

Once fully organised, W C plans to repaint 
the A C R units and renumber them into the 
new W C horsepower based number scheme, 
as fol lows: 
• SW8 ACR 140 to W C 901 
• G P 7 s . . . . ACR 100-170 to W C 1501-1507 

. • GP38-2S . ACR 200-205 to W C 2001-2006 
• GP40MS . ACR 190-191 to W C 3026-3027 
• SD40-2S . ACR 183-188 to W C 6001-6006 

-Fred Hyde and Rex Rundle 

NATIONAL STRIKE? 
Febmary 7 is the date that shopcraft unions 
on Canada's nat ional rai lways have set as a 
strike deadline. Workers at CP and VIA began 
casting their strike ballots o n January 17, 
and the results from the 7500 voters are 
expected to be tabulated by the end of the 

month . C N workers previously voted to strike. 
The Canadian Auto Workers wanted to 

settle w i th C N first, but the un i on was pro­
voked by ant i -CAW publ i c comments made 
by the minister of transport, and no settle­
ment has been reached. Most of the workers 
affected have been wi thout a contract since 
December 31 , 1993 . It is anticipated that i f a 
nat iona l ra i lway strike is called, the govem­
ment w i l l l ike ly pass back-to-work legislation. 

The m a i n impasse is centred aro imd job 
security; workers w i t h eight or more years of 
service are guaranteed wages unt i l retirement 
i f there are no other jobs available. V IA 
workers also want a publ ic inquiry into what 
V IA d id w i t h a $400-mi l l i on trust fund it had 
set up i n 1990 to protect employees. The 
money was supposed to help workers facing 
layoffs, but i t has disappeared, according to 
the un ion . 

The federal conci l iat ion commissioner is 
to submit a report by January 3 1 . The gov­
emment can then ask the commissiorier to 
reconsider a l l or part of it, or the report can 
be released publicly. A strike or lockout 
becomes legal seven days after the report's 
release. As an alternative, the govemment 
can also establish an industr ia l inqui ry com­
miss ion to examine the issues. Ra i lway m a n ­
agement have been preparing for some t ime 
to operate some services, at a reduced level, 
dur ing a strike. CP sent letters to a l l of its 
customers on January 18 out l in ing the poss­
ible strike. 

MONTREAL COMMUTER TRAINS 
The Quebec govemment is about to approve 
plans for a n expanded commuter t ra in net­
work around Montrea l that were proposed by 
CP. i n 1992. Both C N and CP submitted 
proposals, cal led MonTra in and Bonjour 
Montrea l , respectively. The new service w i l l 
use single-level former GO Transit coaches 
that the province purchased and is now 
storing at A M F in Montreal . 

The new service is expected to go into 
service six to eighteen months after approval, 
o n CP lines from Mascouche, Saint-Jerome, 
and Iberville, C N Hnes from Saint B m n o , and 
a Conra i l l ine from Chateauguay. Trains o n 
the C N l ine w o u l d operate to Central Stat ion, 
and the trains on the Conrai l and CP lines 
w o u l d r u n to Windsor Station. 

Once this project is formally announced, 
the Quebec govemment w i l l drop plans to 
extend the Mont r ea l Metro to Laval . The 
Metro extension w o u l d cost $20-mi l l i on per 
ki lometre to constmct, wh i l e the commuter 
t ra in p l an w i l l only cost $ l - m i l l i o n per k i lo ­
metre to implement. 

Fares are predicted to cover about $20-
mi l l i on of the $60-mi l l i on annua l cost of the 
service, w i t h m u c h of the rest coming from a 
special fee on automobi le hcenses. 

-La Presse, Graham Shurman, and Marc Dufour 
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CP RAIL SYSTEM 
N E W I N T E R M O D A L SERVICE 

CP has signed a new contract w i t h Orient 
Overseas Container L ine (OOCL) to handle 
a l l shipments through the Port of Vancouver 
to Toronto and Montrea l . The new long-term 
agreement for the traffic, w h i c h had been 
handled by C N since September 1990, took 
effect w i t h the arr iva l of OOCZs Orimt Exec­

utive vessel on January 3 at Vancouver. 
Neither company w o u l d disclose the vo lume 
of traffic to be handled, hut O O C L brings one 
ship a week to Vancouver and is the port's 
largest container customer. O O C L provides 
service f rom H o n g Kong, Ch ina , Japan, 
Korea, and Taiwan. 

CP handles the traffic on two new 
double-stack intermodal trains, Nos. 400 and 
414, both of w h i c h leave Vancouver on 
Mondays for Obico Ya rd i n Toronto. Train 
40 0 departs early i n the m o m i n g once i t is 
loaded and is scheduled to arrive at Obico 
Yard i n Toronto just imder four days later. 
Tra in 4 1 4 is scheduled to depart Vancouver 
by 13 :00 and sets-off Montrea l -bound O O C L 
traffic at Calgary or Wirmipeg for Train 482 
to handle to Montrea l . 

—Montreo/ Gazette, Victoria Times-Coionist 

A C C I D E N T S 
O n Fr iday moming , January 20 , westbound 
CP Train 981 , runn ing f rom Cranbrook to 
Trai l w i t h 49 cars o f z inc sulphide and gen­
eral merchandise, h i t a rock slide on the west 
side of Kootenay Lake, and derai led. The lead 
two units p lunged d o w n a steep embankment 
into the lake. SD40-2s 5660 a n d 5738 were 
submerged, and the th i rd unit , 5938, was 
part ia l ly submerged. The engineer and the 
brakeman died i n the crash; the conductoi ; 
who was i n the th i rd unit , was able to j u m p 
to safety. This is an isolated section of the 
Nelson Subdiv is ion, south of Procter (Mi le 
117.8) , where the ra i lway skirts steep rock 
faces above the lake on the lower slopes of 
M o u n t Irvine. 

No one was injured when several cars of 
a CP freight t r a in derai led near Chapl in , 
Saskatchewan, on December 2 1 . The 20-car 
tra in, w h i c h was most ly empty was heading 
east toward Moose J a w w h e n i t j umped the 
tracks at around 21 :30 , briefly knock ing out 

the village's power supply. The tra in was 
carrying automobiles, but a l l of the derailed 
cars were empty. Derai led cars knocked over 
a power pole and at least one car was sitt ing 
atop fal len power l ines. A broken ra i l was 
b lamed for the derailment. 

—John Reay. CBC-TV, Canadian Press 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
GRAIN D I S C O U N T S 

To encourage its grain customers to help cut 
its handl ing costs, C N w iU give discounts to 
people who can load larger blocks o f cars at 
one t ime. Beginning i n August, those who 
can f i l l 50 or more cars at one elevator i n 
one day w iU see a $4-per-tonne discount. 
About 100 cars or more wou ld receive a $5 -
per-tonne discount. Forty-one customers have 
signed up for the incentive program so far. 

—Canadian Press 

C N E X P L O R A T I O N S O L D 
C N has reached agreement to sel l its o i l and 
gas assets i n Saskatchewan to a company 
control led by Smart O n Resources Ltd., w h i c h 
i n tu rn is owned by Hong Kong residents. C N 
said that proceeds from the transact ion w i l l 
be used to reduce long-term corporate debt. 

— Globe and Mail 

D E R A I L M E N T 
The m a i n C N l ine was closed for several days 
after cars i n a grain train derailed on the 
night of January 6, near B i rch Island (Mi le 
61.6 on the Clearwater Subdivis ion) , nor th of 
Kamloops. The accident damaged a bridge 
and about 120 metres of track. Four of the 
eight grain cars went off the tracks. There 
were no injuries. Some C N trains were 
rerouted onto the CP m a i n l ine, and for a 
time, onto E C Ra i l . The diversion onto B C R 
stopped when there was a derai lment at 
Gar ibald i (Mi le 59 .7 on the B C R Squamish 
Subdivision) i n the middle of the next week. 

—Canadian Press, Dean Ogie 

PASSENGER TRAINS 
B C TRANS IT 

The Vancouver Regional Transit Commiss ion 
has approved the pre l iminary budget for the 
CommuterRa i l service to Miss ion , set to start 
i n November. The service's pre l iminary 
budget is estimated to be $10 .48-mi l l i on for 
1995-96, inc lud ing $4-mi l l i on to lease loco­
motives and cars. In vot ing against the 
budget, the mayor of R i chmond compla ined 
that the costs w i l l be too high. The cha i rman 
acknowledged the in i t ia l cost might be as 
high as $27 per one-way trip, but when those 
already using transit, fare revenues, and other 
factors are plugged into the formula, he 
insists the cost might be as l ow as $9 to $11 . 
A cost-sharing formula hasn't been worked 
out, nor has a f inal contract w i t h CP Ra i l . 

BC Transit has not yet made a n official 
announcement, but they are reported to have 

ordered five F59PHIs from General Motors 
Diesel D iv i s ion i n London. The units w i l l 
apparently be numbered 901 to 905, and are 
to be delivered i n the fa l l . Five units for five 
trains leaves no spares, as BC Transit wf l l be 
asking its maintenance contractor to supply 
spare power w h e n needed. 

—Voncouver Province, FCRS Tempo Jr., ion Fisher 

A M T R A K 
Bur l ington No r them is requesting the govem­
ment of Br i t ish Co lumbia to provide some of 
the funding for the upgrading necessary for 
the Amtrak passenger service between 
Vancouver and Seattle. B N has spent SB-
m i l l i o n o n trackwork i n B.C. , w i t h another 
$3-mi l I ion to be spent this year. The service 
is now expected to start on M a y 1, 1995. A 
second dai ly t ra in may be added i n 1996. 

—Ken Store/ in Northwest Raiifan 

G O TRAINS IN SEATTLE 
GO Transit equipment was sent from Toronto 
to Seattle i n mid-January for Regional Transit 
Author i ty demonstrat ion and test service 
between Seattle and Everett, Washingtoi i , 
f rom January 30 to Febmary 10, between 
Seattle and Tacoma from Febmary 20 to 
M a r c h 3, and for Seattle Sonics basketball 
games i n Tacoma (the Sonics' home arena is 
being renovated). The 14 coaches (223 and 
224, 2010 to 2017 , a n d 2019 to 2022) were 
sent west to Vancouver o n C N Train 263-14; 
F59PHS 567 and 568 (the newest F59PHs on 
the GO roster) and A P C U 911 fol lowed on 
Train 117-17. They were transferred to B N at 
Vancouver; for delivery to Seattle. It is hoped 
to have commuter trains m n n i n g between 
these three cities w i th in a few years, i f a 
bond issue is passed dur ing March . 

PRIVATE C A R TRIP 
The annua l convention of the Amer ican 
Associat ion of Private Ra i l road Car Owners 
w i l l be held i n Nelson, B.C., i n early Septem­
ber. There w i l l be a special t ra in of privately-
owned cars, part of the t ime added to regular 
passenger trains, going to the convention 
from Los Angeles. The Canadian rout ing is: 

• September 4 — Union Pacific from Spokane to 
Eastgate, Idaho, then on the CP from Kingsgate, 
B.C., to Nelson for the convention. 
• September 7 — From Nelson to Cranbrook on 
CP, and spending the night there. 
• September 8 — From Cranbrook to Lake Louise; 
reboard the train after a banquet and travel back 
to Golden for the night. 
• September 9 — Golden to Vancouver; arrival late 
at night. 
• September 10 — Special will depart at noon for 
Seattle via Sumas and Sedro Woolley (on the 
former Northern Pacific route). 

For those w ish ing to ride from Cali fornia, 
leaving August 31 , the cost is $3900.00 per 
person, for two i n a bedroom or $5700.00 
per person, single (that's U.S. bucks, though). 
Ca l l 714 680-5090 for information. 
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NEW POWER 
TOP P H O T O - Newly-acquired Aigoma 
Central GP40 190 at Steelton Yard in Sault Ste. 
Marie on October IS, 1994. The GP40 was 
originally Milwaukee Road 192, built in 1966, and 
was bought by A C R from National Railway 
Equipment in Illinois. -Photo by Peter Jobe 

CENTRE P H O T O - Ontario Northland's 
rebuilt FP7 2000, outside the shops at North 
Bay on October 16, 1994. No. 2000 was rebuilt, 
with a Caterpillar prime mover, from No. 1 502, 
one of ONR's original C M diesels, delivered in 
1951. The unit was in service briefly late in 
1994, before a labour dispute halted the 
Northlander passenger train. -Photo by Peter Jobe 

B O T T O M P H O T O - Amtrak California 
FS9PHI 2005, at the General Motors Diesel 
Division plant in London on October 14, 1994. 
The California state department of Transporta­
tion bought this series of units for operation by 
Amtrak on state-funded intercity trains. The 
streamlined shell covers a locomotive that is the 
same as those in service on C O Transit in 
Toronto. —Photo by Ian Piatt 

C N ' s GEs ARRIVE 
Through late December and early January, 
C N took delivery of its new General Electric 
D a s h 9 - 4 4 C W s , 2500 to 2522 . The units 
were delivered by Norfolk Southern from 
Erie, Pennsylvania, and interchanged to C N at 
Black Rock, New York. Nos. 2504 , 2507, and 
2509 arrived i n Toronto on December 3 1 ; 
2508 and 2510 to 2514 were interchanged to 
C N on December 3 1 ; 2502 and 2515 to 2521 
were received on January 4. The units were 
immediately sent west to Calder Yard i n 
Edmonton, w i th the exception of 2522 , 
wh i ch was displayed w i th other motive power 
at Central Stat ion in Montrea l on January 18. 

C P O R D E R S M O R E GEs 
CP increased its order for A C 4 4 0 0 C W s from 
GE from 4 0 to 80. The value of the order is 
now $200-mi l l i on . The first A C 4 4 0 0 C W is set 
to arrive on CP in August, w i th a l l to be 
received by the end of 1995. The units w i l l 
be assigned to Coqui t lam; 54 w i l l be used on 
coal trains - three units each on 18 trains -
and the rest on grain, potash, and sulphur 
trains. 
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TORONTO 
C A R H O U S E N E W S 

As one carhouse o n the Yonge-University-
Spadina subway is expanded, another may 
see l imi ted use i n the future. W i l s on carhouse 
and yard at the northwest end o f the TTC's 
busiest subway is be ing enlarged i n prepara­
t i on for the new subway lines that w f l l be 
constructed over the next decade. The compl ­
ex, w h i c h includes a bus garage, was bui l t i n 
the mid-1970s as part of the Spadina subway 
project. 

The need for more space for the larger 
fleet o f subway cars that w i l l come w i t h the 
opening of the Sheppard and Eg l in ton sub­
way lines early i n the next century requires 
expansion of the W i l s on complex. Excavat ion 
is tak ing place to the west and nor th o f the 
present yard, to a l l ow for more storage tracks 
and a larger shop bu i ld ing . The yard sits 
several metres be low the grormd level of the 
adjoining Canadian Forces Base Toronto, and 
the large amount of spo i l that must be 
removed is causing considerable dump truck 
traffic through the already-busy W i l son bus 
garage property. 

Across the system, at Davisvi l le Yard, 
there is m u c h less activity. For years, the yard 
had stored, mainta ined, a n d dispatched about 
a dozen of the 40-odd trains o n the Yonge-
University-Spadina subway. Remedia l wo rk to 
the large reta ining w a l l that separates the 
south ta i l track of the yard and the subway 
main l ine was begun i n 1993 . This required 
the temporary closure of Davisvi l le as a n 
operating facility. Mos t of the trains were 
mainta ined and dispatched f rom Wi lson , w i t h 
three be ing stored each night at the tafl. 
tracks at F inch Stat ion. 

The reta ining w a l l project has f inished, 
but the yard has not resumed its operating 
status. Trains cont inue to r u n out of W i l son 
and the F inch Stat ion t a i l track. The shop at 
the yard has been used to refit subway cars 
w i t h door chimes and other modif ications, 
but this w f l l finish i n 1995 . To save money, 
the yard may r ema in dosed as a n operating 
locat ion un t i l the Eg l in ton subway opens, at 
w h i c h t ime the sma l l number of trains for the 
Eg l inton subway w i l l l ike ly be based at Davis­
vi l le carhouse. 

S T R E E T C A R T R A C K C O N S T R U C T I O N 
The TTC's plans for streetcar track replace­
ment this year are as foUows: 

The biggest project is a complete rebui ld­
ing o f the streetcar tracks i n the underground 
loop at St. C la i r West subway station. This 
w i U require the closure of the stat ion for 17 
weeks, between early M a y and early Septem­
ber. Dur ing this t ime, the 5 1 2 - S t . Cla i r route 
w i l l run w i t h buses, and a l l interchange by 
passengers between the buses and the sub­
way w i l l take place curbside at street level. 
Wh i l e the station is closed, track w i l l also be 
replaced at the entrance to St. Cla i r Stat ion 
( in late June) , o n St. Clair Avenue east of 
Yonge Street (160 double-track feet, i n late 
June ) , at Avenue Road (250 feet, i n early 
June ) , between Dufferin and Oakwood 
avenues (2150 feet, i n May ) , and i n Gunn's 
Loop, the wes tem end of the l ine, just west 
of Keele Street ( in early August ) . 
Other tangent track replacement projects: 

• Church Street, Adelaide to Richmond, 360 
double-track feet, late September to early October. 
• Queen Street, Victoria to McFarrens, 2117 feet, 
and Ontario to Parliament, 715 feet, mid-June to 
late July. 
• Adelaide Street, Yonge to Bay, 620 single-track 
feet (Adelaide is a one-way street), mid-April to 
early May. 
Work at junct ions and loops: 
• Church and Richmond, north-to-west and south-
to-west curves, early September. 
• King and Bathurst, complete replacement, on 
weekends in May, starting on the Friday of the 
Victoria Day long weekend. 

• Queen and Parliament, including a new south-to-

east curve, on weekends in late June and early July. 

Work also continues on the Spadina l ine: 
• Spadina Avenue, King to Queen, In July. 
• Queen and Spadina, on weekends in July. 
• Adelaide and Spadina, early August, 
• King and Spadina, on weekends in October. 

T T C S H O R T S 
Beginning i n January, TTC subway guards 
have been announc ing subway stops over the 
on-board publ ic address system. The announ­
cement is made w h e n leaving the previous 
stat ion. The TTC had been reluctant to offer 
stat ion announcements,- because the of the 
previously-poor qual i ty of the on-board 
speakers. The equipment has now been 
upgraded, and the TTC has been facing 
cr i t ic ism from visual ly- impaired passengers 

.for not announcing stops. The announce­
ments w i n be replaced by an automated voice 
and v i sua l system w i t h i n the next few years. 
• The late or uncertain delivery of new buses 
from OBI has led the TTC to approve the 
rebui lding of up to 125 19-year and older 
buses. The project wou ld concentrate on 
engines, transmissions, and body repairs, 
inc lud ing deteriorated engine compartment 
bulkheads. If approved by the province and 
Metro Toronto, $6-mi l l i on w o u l d be spent to 

give the buses up to five more years of ser­
vice. N ew buses have not been purchased 
since 1991 , and about 10 percent of the fleet 
wf l l soon be beyond the normal 18-year 
retirement age. 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
A N K A R A CARS A B U I L D I N G 

A visit to Thunder Bay i n mid-December gave 
a chance to swing by the Bombardier plant to 
see what activity was going on . A set of new 
subway cars was visible testing on the outside 
test track. These cars were nearly Hke the 
cars that the TTC uses, but one of several 
notable differences was that the destination 
signs were not i n Engl ish. 

The p lant has two electrified test tracks 
w i t h th i rd ra i l . One is Ukely standard gauge, 
and the other the TTC's wide gauge of 
4 T 0-7/8". It wasn't clear w h i c h track the 
new cars were on . As for the differences 
between these cars and the TTC's cars, TTC 
subway cars are a l l outwardly identical, \vith 
an operators' cab at one end. The cars are 
semi-permanently coupled i n pairs so that 
each pa i r w i l l have a cab at either end. (The 
only exception to this is one car that had a 
cab added at its non-cab end when its "mate" 
was wrecked i n a derai lment a few years 
back. It can be used as a spare for either 
mate of any other pair.) 

The unusua l th ing about the cars being 
tested was that there were three of them! The 
two on each end were just l ike the TTC's con­
figuration, but the one i n the middle was 
cabless. This saves the cost of two cabs over 
a six-car t ra in , at the cost of some reduced 
flexibility. The Ankara cars are Bombardier's 
part i n a large metro project i n the Turkish 
capital . The TTC's latest subway cars, wh i ch 
should be i n product ion at the same plant 
w i t h i n the next few years, w i l l be of the 
more-famil iar marr ied pair configuration. 

—CaW'm Henry-Cotnam 

B A C K COVER - T O P 
C N Dash 9-44CW 25CM, with SD50AF 5502, 
leading a unit train of coal, in the siding at 
Roberts Bank, B.C., on one of the new locomo­
tive's first revenue trips, 

—Photo by hn Smith, January 21, 1995 

B A C K COVER - B O T T O M 
Twenty years ago, a three-way meet at Washa-

go, Ontario: a southbound freight train led by 

C N SD40 5052 on the east track of the Bala 

Subdivision and a northbound freight with 

CP38-2s 5580 and 5581 (since renumbered 

4780 and 4781) on the west track of the Bala 

Subdivision frame a southbound passenger 

excursion behind C N R 4-8-2 6060 on the west 

track of the Newmarket Subdivision, with the 

station building beyond. 

—Photo by Rick Eastman, May 1975 
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