
Newsletter of the Upper Canada Railway Society 



THIS MONTH 
IN RAIL A N D TRANSIT 

3 
DETRO IT RIVER T U N N E L 

CP reopens the enlarged north tube, 
and C N makes track and signal changes. 

4 
TRANSIT IN N E W BRUNSWICK 

David Onodera reports on the development 
and operations of the transit systems in 
Fredericton, Moncton, and Saint John. 

8 

R E S E A R C H A N D REV IEWS 
RAILWAY A R C H A E O L O G Y . . . 

. . . The Eastern Townships in spring 
. . . Early excursions 

INFORMATION NETWORK . . . 
. . . Passenger stations in Canada 

. . . World locomotive orders 
. . . Port McNicoii 

BOOKS More on Barney and Smith 
. . . Two reference books 

. . . New book on silk trains 

13 
T R A N S C O N T I N E N T A L 

THE RAPIDO . . Flooding in Quebec and N.B. 
. . . VIA and STCUM service changes 

THE PANORAMA Commuter trains 
. . . Tourist line on the Kettle Valley Railway 

MOTIVE POWER Diesel Division orders 
. . . New equipment for the QNS&L 

IN TRANSIT Winter in Toronto 
. . . Work begins on new subway lines 

ROLLING STOCK . . . . Interesting freight cars 

O N THE CALENDAR 
Friday, May 20 - UCRS Toronto meeting, 

7:30 p.m., at the Metro Archives theatre, 

Spadina Road at MacPherson, just north of 

Dupont subway station. This meeting w i l l 

be a video night - contact R ick F.astman at 

416 494-3412 about br inging your com

merc ia l or home tapes. 

Friday, May 27 - UCRS Hami l t on meeting, 

8:00 p.m., at the Hami l t on Spectator audi

tor ium, 44 Fr id Street, just off M a i n Street 

at H ighway 403 . The programme w i l l be 

recent news and members' current and 

historical slides. 

Friday, June 17 - UCRS Toronto monthly 

meeting, 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, June 24 - UCRS Hami l t on monthly 

meeting, 8:00 p.m. 

COVER PHOTO 
"Red Barn " SD40-2F 9020 leads a west
bound coal train past the approach signal to 
the siding at Drynoch (Mile 79.3), a few 
miles west of Spences Bridge, B.C., on the 
C P Thompson Subdivision. 

-Photo by John Carter, September 20. 1989 
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Hecwdettenr 
R O B E R T L E G G E T 

Author Robert F. Legget died on Apr i l 17 in 

Ottawa. B o m in England, he had a distin

guished career in Canada as a c iv i l engineer, 

in particular helping to establish the national 

bui ld ing code. Fol lowing his retirement i n 

1969, he wrote several books, mainly on the 

history of canals but also including Railways 

of Canada in 1973. He was also a published 

photographer and author of magazine articles 

on rai lway subjects. 

R A L F E C L E N C H 
UCRS member Ralfe Clench, of Kingston, 

died in August 1993. He was a we l l -known 

former professor of mathematics and adminis

trator at Queen's University, w i th an interest 

in railways and streetcars. 

R E A D E R S ' E X C H A N G E 
For sale to highest bidder: employee and 

publ ic timetables from Canadian and U.S. 

railways, generally 1950 and later. Send for 

a list from R. D. Brown, 1305 Dufrost Street, 

St. Bruno, Quebec J 3 V 4K3 . 

Southern Tier Rai l road Steam and Gas 

Engine Festival, Sunday June 5, 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., Allegany County Fair Grounds, 

Angel ica, New York. Includes a hobby show, 

live-steam engine and boiler display, restored 

F S & N coach and Shawmut depot replica, live 

steam-whistle demonstration, and a restored 

locomotive. Free admission. -Bil! Reddy 
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ENLARGED DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL OPENS 
By Gordon Webster 
The en l a r ged tube o f the j o i n t C N - C P De t ro i t R i v e r U i n n e l 
w a s r eopened b y C P R a i l Sys tem o n A p r i l 17 after b e i n g 
d o s e d s ince N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 2 . The t u n n e l w a s en larged b y 
t w o feet to a ccommoda te t i i - l e v e l auto-racks, h i gh-cube 
boxcars , l o a d e d p i g gyback cars, a n d doub le -s tack 
con ta ine r cars ( two SVi - foot conta iners m a x i m u m ) at a 
t o t a l cost o f $27 .5 -mi I l i o i i , fuHy funded b y CP. 

The t u n n e l w a s cons t ruc ted b e tween 1906 a n d 19 1 0 
b y the M i c h i g a n C e n t r a l R a i l w a y a t a cost o f $ 1 0 - i n i l l i o n . 
E l e c t r i c t ra ins ope ra t ed t h r o u g h the t u n n e l for the f irst 4 3 
years, after w h i c h the t h i r d r a i l w a s r emoved i n 1 9 5 3 . C P 
a n d C N a a cqu i r ed l ease -ho ld interest i n the De t ro i t R i v e r 
U i n n e l C o m p a n y o w n e r o f the tunne l , in 1 9 8 5 . D u r i n g 
en largement o f the n o r t h tube , 151 690 cub i c feet o f 
concrete w e r e r emoved from the tu rme l . 

T h e first l a rge r sh ipmen t t h r o u g h the t u n n e l cons is ted 
o f F o r d a n d G M automob i l e s o n t r i - l eve l auto-racks o n C P 
Tra in 5 1 5 o n the m o r n i n g o f A p r i l 19 . M o r e t h a n one-
quarter o f a l l r a i l w a y traf f ic b e tween C a n a d a a n d the U . S . 
is h a n d l e d t h r o u g h the W indso r -De t r o i t ga t eway a n d th is 
w i l l increase as more au to traff ic w i l l shi f t from Buf fa lo to 
Windsor . 

C o i n c i d i n g w i t h the t u n n e l w o r k w e r e a n u m b e r o f 
changes to the t r a ck o n the tu imeTs C a n a d i a n a p p r o a c h 
a n d the transfer o f c o n t r o l o f the centra l i sed traff ic c o n t r o l 
from W i n d s o r to Toronto . For the pas t 84 years, there h a d 
been a n operatop a n d l a t t e r l y a t r a i n movement d i rectop 
a t the M i c h i g a n C e n t r a l W i n d s o r s ta t i on ( n o w the C N 
VWndsor S o u t h s ta t ion ) , i n charge o f c on t r o l l i n g the C T C 
for the t rack t h r o u g h the t u n n e l a n d o n the approaches . 
Th is t ask w a s t rans ferred to a n e w C N " D I " r a i l traf f ic 
con t ro l l e r i n Toronto after a twe l ve -hour s h u t - d o w n o f the 

C T C wh ich , b e g a n at 0 6 : 0 0 o n Aprf l . 17 . 

T h e s ta t i on n a m e Er i e , a t M i l e 2 2 4 . 7 o f the C N Caso 
Subd i v i s i on , w a s r emoved from service. S ta t i on name 
W i n d s o r S o u t h w a s r e l oca ted f r om M i l e 2 2 4 . 7 to M i l e 
224 .5 , a n d the n e w s ta t i on name Co l l ege Avenue , a t M i l e 
225 .2 , w a s a d d e d a t the time o f the change i n C T C 
con t r o l . 

CP is e x t end ing i ts C T C ope ra t i on i n W i n d s o r from M i l e 
110 .8 o f i ts W i n d s o r S u b d i v i s i o n to the connec t i on w i t h 
the Caso S u b d i v i s i o n a t M i l e 112 .0 , W i n d s o r Subd i v i s i on . 
The t w o t racks tha t connec ted CP to the C N Caso 
S u b d i v i s i o n are cu r r en t l y cons idered y a r d tracks, b u t w i l l 
s o o n be a C T C - c o n t r o l l e d doub le - t rack ma in l i n e ex tens ion 
o f the W i n d s o r Subd i v i s i on . A de lay i n de l i very o f par ts 
from the s i gna l manu fac ture r has de layed the s tar t -up o f 
the ex tens ion to the C T C u n t i l la te May. W h e n the n e w 
C T C does go in to opera t ion , s ta t i on name W indsop a t M i l e 

111.2 , w i l l b e abo l i shed , a n d s t a t i on n a m e Co l l ege 
Avenue , M i l e 112 .0 , the j u n c t i o n w i t h the C N Caso 
Subd i v i s i on , wiU. go in to service. T h e ex i s t ing W i n d s o r 
Subd i v i s i on from Lakeshore in to W i n d s o r Y a r d w i U be 
rec lassi f ied as a s i gna l l ed s i d ing . 

The N o r f o l k S o u t h e r n tug-and-barge ope ra t i on tha t 
h a n d l e d cars w h i c h c o u l d no t go t h r o u g h the t u n n e l 
ceased to r u n effective a t 0 0 : 0 1 o n M a y 1. ( Look for a 
shor t ar t i c l e o n the N S ope ra t i on nex t month . ) The C N 
W i n d s o r S o u t h s ta t ion , b u i l t i n 1 9 1 0 after the c o m p l e t i o n 
o f the tunne l , w f l l be boarded -up w h e n a l l ma in t enance 
crews are re located . The east tube o f the t u n n e l w f l l a lso 
be d o s e d for the nex t f ew weeks for t r a ck repairs , after 
h a n d l i n g a l l traf f ic t h r o u g h the t u n n e l for the l as t 2 0 
months . A n o f f i da l op en ing ce remony for the t u n n e l w f l l 
be h e l d o n J u n e 7. ' 

In a d d i t i o n to the i r u s u a l traffic, the f o l l o w i n g CP t ra ins 
are also h a n d l i n g ad d i t i ona l traff ic t h r o u g h the en la rged 
tunne l , as no t ed : 
• Ttain 500: G M auto parts to Mont rea l i n high-cube boxcars. 
• Train 501: lifts auto-racks at Lambton, London, and 
Windsop w h i c h are destined for Chicago. Auto-racks on this 
t ra in for Kansas City are to connect w i t h Train 4 3 7 and for St. 
Pau l are to connect w i t h Train 4 2 5 . 
• Ttain 504: Empty and loaded miscellaneous auto-racks from 
Blue Island Yard i n Chicago to Toronto. 
• Train 505: F inished auto traffic f rom Toronto and Lambton 
yards for Blue Island Yard i n Chicago. It also lifts trai ler on 
flatcar (TOFG) traffic at Walkervi l le , destined for Blue Island. 
• Train 506 operates as a combined Train 508 "and 510 on 
Sundays and Mondays. 
• TTain 507: Any TOFC traffic to CSXT Detroit and may lift 
auto-racks at Lambton or Chatham, and auto parts at 
Walkervi l le . 
• TYain 508: TOFC traffic from CSXT Detroit and rush Ford 
and G M parts traffic for Oakvi l le, Oshawa, and Sainte-Therese. 
• Train 510: Can handle empty auto-racks for Lambton Yard. 
• T-ain 515: AU NS auto-rack traffic f rom Toronto, Lambton, 
Gait, Woodstock, and Chatham. 
• Train 516: Drops empty auto-racks and Ford auto parts at 
Lambton Yard. 

One n e w t r a i n has b e en a d d e d to the corr idop 
Tra in 517 , from Toronto to C S X T De t ro i t Rougemere Y a r d . 
Th is t r a i n is a u n i t t r a i n o f finished au to traff ic, h a n d l i n g 
traff ic from Toronto Yard , a n d l i f t i ng at Lambtorp 
Cha tham, a n d Walkerv f l l e . It has b e e n ope ra t ing every day, 
depar t ing Toronto Ya rd at 08 :00 , L a m b t o n at 10 :00 , 
L o n d o n at 13 :30 , Walkerv f l l e a t 16 :30 , a n d a r r i v i ng at 
Rougemere b y 1 9 : 0 0 . 

The d i a g ram b e l o w is a schemat ic o f the n e w t rack 
ar rangement o n the C a n a d i a n a p p r o a c h to the t u n n e l . • 

C N Caso Subdivision - New track arrangement and C T C at Windsor South 
2 2 5 i - D l CP Fail Signals 
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Transit in New Brunswick 
By David Onodero 
N e w B r u n s w i c k is h o m e to three t r a n s i t sys tems, i n 
F r e d e r i c t o n , M o n c t o n , a n d Sa in t J o h n . E a c h o f the three 
takes a d i f ferent a p p r o a c h to t rans i t , s e rv ing r e l a t i v e l y 
s m a l l t o m e d i u m - s i z e d u r b a n m a r k e t s . O n e is a c i t y 
d e p a r t m e n t , t h e s e cond i s a m u n i c i p a l c o m m i s s i o n 
s e r v i n g th r e e c en t r es , a n d the t h i r d is a p r o v i n c i a l l y -
c h a r t e r e d c o m m i s s i o n . T h i s a r t i c l e p resen ts a short 
pro f i l e o f e a c h o f the three . 

Fredericton 
O'ty of Fredericton, Transit and Parking Services 

City Hal l is one of the architectural highlights in downtown Fredericton. 
Fredericton Transit " N e w Look" T6H-4523N No . 214 heads tor Kings P lace 
on York Street near City Ha l l , In 1992. 

Photo by David Onodera 

Loca t ed a l o n g the Sa in t J o h n R iver , F r ede r i c t on l ies jus t 
a n hour ' s d r i v e f r o m Sa in t J o h n , the largest c i t y i n the 
p r o v i n c e . F r e d e r i c t o n is a c i t y o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 44 0 0 0 
p e o p l e a n d is the c a p i t a l o f N e w B r u n s w i c k . Bes ides 
b e i n g the seat o f g o v e r n m e n t for the p r o v i n c e , 
F r e d e r i c t o n is h o m e to t w o un i ve r s i t i e s a n d has a l oca l 
t ax base o f $ 2 . 6 - b i l l i o n . It is a m o n g Canada ' s h ighest per 
c a p i t a i n c o m e c i t ies a n d r e t a i l sales have exceeded the 
n a t i o n a l average b y as m u c h as 16 percent . 

M a j o r e m p l o y e r s i n c l u d e the p r o v i n c e ( 3 5 0 0 
peop l e ) , the N e w B r u n s w i c k Power C o m m i s s i o n (3200 
p e o p l e ) , the Dr . E v e r e t t C h a l m e r s H o s p i t a l ( 1 6 0 0 
peop l e ) , the Fede ra l G o v e r n m e n t ( 1500 peop le ) , a n d the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w B r u n s w i c k ( 1 4 0 0 peop l e ) . In the 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g sector, 2 4 4 firms e m p l o y ove r 5 0 0 0 
p e o p l e , w h i l e the t w o u n i v e r s i t i e s i n c l u d e w e l l ove r 
10 0 0 0 s tudents c o m b i n e d . 

T h e c i t y is one o f N o r t h Amer i ca ' s o ldest se t t l ements , 
d a t i n g b a c k a lmos t 3 0 0 years . F r e d e r i c t o n was n a m e d 
the p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l i n 1 7 8 5 . T h e d o w n t o w n a rea is 
l o ca t ed a l o n g the s ou th shore o f the r i v e r i n a va l l e y that 
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r ises steeply, jus t sou th o f the c e n t r a l city, a n d o n the 
n o r t h shore . 

If y o u are f am i l i a r w i t h the M a r i t i m e s , t h e n y o u w i l l 
mos t c e r t a i n l y r e cogn i se the I r v i n g n a m e . O n e o f the 
most i n f l u e n t i a l f ami l i es i n the country , the I r v ing f am i l y 
at one t i m e ope ra t ed t rans i t serv ice i n b o t h F r ede r i c t on 
a n d S a i n t J o h n . In the m i d - 1 9 7 0 s , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
t rans i t serv ice i n F r e d e r i c t o n w a s a s sumed b y the city. 

Today, t rans i t is s t ru c tu r ed as a c i t y depar tment l ed 
b y the manager , w h o r epo r t s d i r e c t l y to the c i t y 
admin is t ra to r . A staff o f 5 0 , i n c l u d i n g 3 7 f u l l - a n d part -
t ime dr i ve rs , seven m a i n t e n a n c e staff, one despatches 
t w o inspectors , one suppor t staff, a n d t w o managemen t 
p e r sonne l , w o r k w i t h i n the d epa r tmen t . 

T h e staff are r e spon s i b l e for the s c h e d u l i n g a n d 
ope ra t i on o f a l l c o n v e n t i o n a l t rans i t service w i t h i n the 
C i t y o f F r ede r i c t on l i m i t s . In a d d i t i o n , staff schedule a n d 
a d m i n i s t e r the p a r a l l e l t r ans i t serv ice for peop le w i t h 
d i s ab i l i t i e s i n the city, w h i c h is ope ra t ed b y a p r i va t e 
contractor . 

A t o t a l o f 23 t rans i t buses a n d t w o min i -buses are 
ope ra t ed i n c o n v e n t i o n a l serv ice , w h i l e t w o min i -buses 
are ass i gned to the p a r a l l e l serv ice . N i n e t e e n buses are 
r e q u i r e d for peak serv ice , w h i l e 11 are r equ i r ed d u r i n g 
n o r m a l h o u r s . S e r v i c e is p r o v i d e d s ix days a week , 
g e n e r a l l y o n 3 0 - m i n u t e p e a k a n d 6 0 - m i n u t e of f -peak 
headways . 

L i k e m a n y c i t i es i ts s i z e , the d o w n t o w n core 
a c c o u n t s for the larges t p r o p o r t i o n o f F r e d e r i c t o n 
Transi t ' s traf f ic : b e t w e e n 4 0 a n d 45 percent o f a l l t r ips 
t a k e n b y t r ans i t . T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w B r u n s w i c k ' s 
c a m p u s o n the sou th side accounts for a p p r o x i m a t e l y 12 
percent o f a l l t r i ps , a n d t w o major shopp ing ma l l s o n the 
s o u t h s ide m a k e u p the t h i r d ma j o r l o ca l t ra f f ic 
generator . 

T rans i t p l ays a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n the city, w i t h 
serv ice b e i n g p r o v i d e d u p t o 17 hours a day o n some 
routes . A l l rou tes mee t d o w n t o w n at K i ng s P lace , the 
larges t c o m m e r c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t i n the c i t y c en t r e . 
Route-spec i f i c , on-street bays r ep l a c ed curb-s ide stops at 
the fac i l i t y i n 1990 . 

Routes are des i gna ted b y n u m b e r a n d n a m e , a n d by 
a n o r t h s ide or s o u t h s ide le t ter . For e x a m p l e , 
1 6 N - M a r y s v i l l e is a n o r t h side (i.e., n o r t h o f the r iver ) 
route , w h i l e 13S -P rospec t is a s ou th side r ou te . N o r t h 
side buses leave at 10 m i n u t e s after the hour , a n d sou th 
s ide buses d epa r t at 15 a f ter the hour . S c h e d u l e d 
layovers a l l o w a l l buses to c onnec t at the K ings P lace 
t e r m i n a l . 

F r e d e r i c t o n Trans i t is based i n a c i t y - owned fac i l i ty 
ad jacent to the l o c a l p u b l i c w o r k s y a r d . The garage 
p rov ides m a i n t e n a n c e facu l t i es a n d i n d o o r storage for 
the 27-veh ic l e f leet, as w e l l as admin i s t r a t i v e offices. 

T rans i t staff are a l so r e s p o n s i b l e for m a i n t a i n i n g 
mos t o the r c i t y - o w n e d v eh i c l e s , i n c l u d i n g a l l po l i ce 
veh ic les , but e x c l u d i n g c i t y w o r k s a n d fire veh ic l es . 

F r ede r i c t on Trans i t c u r r e n t l y recovers a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
3 2 percent o f i ts ope ra t i ng costs f r o m farebox revenues . 



W i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f the m in i -buses , the F r e d e r i c t o n 
Trans i t fleet is a l l M C I a n d G M , w i t h five Class ics , one 
40-foot " N e w L o o k , " a n d seven teen 35-foot " N e w L o o k " 
buses , i n c l u d i n g t h r e e r e b u i l t b y P a l i n g i n 1 9 9 1 . T h e 
o ldest bus is a 1968-v in tage G M T 6 H - 4 5 2 1 that has b e e n 
r ebu i l t , w h i l e the newes t is a 1992 -bu i l t M C I C lass i c . 

T h e most r e c en t l y -purchased bus is bu i l t to the same 
spec i f i ca t i on as buses d e l i v e r ed to the Sa in t J o h n Trans i t 
C o m m i s s i o n i n 1 9 9 2 . The bus i n c l u d e s m a n y o f Onta r i o ' s 
E a s i e r Access f ea tures , i n c l u d i n g the a n g l e d f ron t 
sea t ing , k n e e l i n g capabi l i ty , v e r t i c a l stop-request s tr ips , 
a n d a n overs i ze d e s t i n a t i o n c u r t a i n . T h e bus is not a i r -
c o n d i t i o n e d a n d so i n c l u d e s a fu l l -s ize rear w i n d o w . 

M o s t v eh i c l e s c a r r y the n e w e r o range a n d b lue o n 
w h i t e c o l o u r scheme , bu t a n u m b e r o f the " N e w L o o k s " 
are p a i n t e d i n a l i gh te r -b lue a n d w h i t e scheme. 

The P r o v ince o f N e w B r u n s w i c k does no t p rov ide a 
d i r e c t s u b s i d y for u r b a n t r a n s i t , b u t i n s t e a d p r o v i d e s 
b l o ck grants t o m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , w h o m u s t i n t u r n a l locate 
the funds . F r e d e r i c t o n Trans i t cons iders the purchase o f 
r ep l a c emen t veh i c l e s for i ts f leet to be par t o f its a n n u a l 
ope ra t i ng expenses , a n d budge ts accord ing ly . 

T rans i t has a b r i g h t fu tu re i n F r e d e r i c t o n . T h e 
p r o v i n c i a l e c o n o m y is r e l a t i v e l y s t rong a n d Freder i c ton ' s 
c i t i z ens are suppor t i v e o f a h i g h l e v e l o f p u b l i c services 
a n d h i g h q u a l i t y o f u r b a n l i fe , i n c l u d i n g p u b l i c t rans i t . 

Moncton 
Codiac Transit Cammissian 

Loca t ed a l o n g the Pet i t cod iac R iver , M o n c t o n is home to 
5 7 0 0 0 peop l e i n the c i t y a n d over 105 0 0 0 i n the 
m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . It is a l so h o m e to the larges t 
f r ancophone c o m m u n i t y i n A t l a n t i c C a n a d a , w i t h about 
o n e - t h i r d o f the p o p u l a t i o n h a v i n g F r e n c h C a n a d i a n 
roots . M o n c t o n was first i n c o r p o r a t e d as a t o w n i n 1855 , 
bu t gave u p i ts char t e r i n 1 8 6 2 . It was r e - f ounded i n 
1 8 7 5 , a n d i n 1 8 7 7 b e c a m e the h e a d q u a r t e r s o f the 
I n t e r c o l o n i a l Ra i lway . M o n c t o n be came a c i t y i n A p r i l 
1 8 9 0 . (For m o r e h is tory , see the b u l l e t i n " The St ree t 
R a i l w a y s o f M o n c t o n , N e w B r u n s w i c k , " i n c l u d e d w i t h 
the N o v e m b e r - D e c e m b e r 1992 Rail and Transit.) 

Seve ra l factors have c o m b i n e d to m a k e M o n c t o n one 
o f the most a t t rac t i ve c i t ies to bus iness today. In the past 
f ew years , M o n c t o n has g a i n e d a r e p u t a t i o n as one o f the 
best c i t ies i n w h i c h to c onduc t bus iness i n the country . 
M o n c t o n ' s case is b u i l t o n h a v i n g the largest a n d best-
t r a i n e d b i l i n g u a l c o m m u n i t y ou t s i d e Q u e b e c . M a n y 
w o r k e r s are g raduates o f the area 's t w o un i ve rs i t i e s - the 
f r a n c o p h o n e U n i v e r s i t e de M o n c t o n a n d a n g l o p h o n e 
M o u n t A l l i s o n U n i v e r s i t y i n nea rby Sackv i i i e . In 1990 , 
the c i t y r e - e l e c t ed i ts first A c a d i a n mayor , L e o p o l d 
B e i i i v e a u , to serve ano the r t e r m . 

The w o r k force is seen t o be e x t r e m e l y stable, a n d 
the cost o f d o i n g bus iness is c ons ide rab l y l o w e r t h a n i n 
o ther par ts o f the country . H o u s i n g costs are a lso low. 
T h e p rov ince ' s t e l ephone sys tem, ope ra t ed b y N B Tel , is 
c o n s i d e r e d to be o n e o f the most t e c h n i c a l l y a d v a n c e d i n 
N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d i ts ef forts have b e e n p a r t i a l l y 
r espons ib l e for M o n c t o n ' s e c o n o m i c g r o w t h . 

S o m e c o n s i d e r the c i t y t o be s o m e w h a t 
unspec t a cu l a r as a quai i ty-o f - i i f e e n v i r o n m e n t . M o n c t o n 

g r e w as a r a i l w a y t o w n , s e r v ing as a major C N h u b for 
the r e g i on . O n the p lus s ide , the c i t y is jus t 2 0 m i n u t e s 
a w a y f r o m the N o r t h u m b e r l a n d S t ra i t , w h e r e m a n y l o c a l 
c i t i z e n s have s u m m e r co t tages a l o n g the w a r m , sa l t 
wa te rs . M o n c t o n is a lso g ene ra l l y fog-free a n d lobsters 
cost jus t $ 8 . 8 0 a k i l o g r a m . 

U n t i l 1 9 8 0 , t r ans i t se rv i ce i n the c o m m u n i t y w a s 
p r o v i d e d b y M o n c t o n Trans i t , a p r i va t e ope ra to r that s t i l l 
ex ists t oday as a char te r bus operator . T h e C o d i a c Trans i t 
C o m m i s s i o n t o o k ove r o p e r a t i o n o f t r ans i t serv ices i n 
1980 , s e r v ing three c o m m u n i t i e s - M o n c t o n , R i v e r v i ew , 
a n d D i e p p e . C o d i a c T rans i t is a m u n i c i p a l l y - c h a r t e r e d 
o r gan i sa t i on ; the c o m m i s s i o n is m a d e u p o f t e n m e m b e r s 
r ep r esen t ing the three m u n i c i p a l i t i e s served . The r e are 
a t o t a l o f 29 d r i v e r s ( i n c l u d i n g some pa r t - t ime staff) , 
five serv ice pe rsons , five m a n a g e m e n t p e r s o n n e l , t w o 
m e c h a n i c s , one b o d y m a n , one s tock c l e rk , a n d a n 
admin i s t r a t i v e suppor t pe r son . 

Cod iac Transit Orion 01.504 No. 101 heads east on M a i n 5treet at 
5 teadman 5treet, near Bore Park, on June 9,1988. 

Photo by Pot Scrimgeour 

E i g h t e e n r ou t es p r o v i d e serv i ce s ix days a w e e k . 
Twe l v e are r e g u l a r r ou t es a n d the r e m a i n i n g s ix are 
peak-hour , w e e k d a y - o n l y serv ices. Serv i ce operates f r o m 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 :30 a .m . to 6 :30 p . m . M o n d a y t h r o u g h 
Wednesday, f r o m 6 :30 a .m . t o 11 :00 p . m . o n T h u r s d a y 
a n d Fr iday, a n d f r o m 7:00 a .m . to 6 :00 p . m o n Saturday. 
He adway s range f r o m eve ry 3 0 m i n u t e s o n t w o routes , 
u p to one a n d a h a l f h o u r s d u r i n g w e e k d a y o f f -peak 
hours . Genera l l y , a n h o u r l y h e a d w a y is cons ide r ed the 
n o r m . The p r i n c i p a l serv ices are Rou t e 1 a n d Rou t e 2 , 
w h i c h c o m b i n e to g ive a n a i l -day 3 0 - m i n u t e headway, 
l i n k i n g t w o o f M o n c t o n ' s major s h o p p i n g m a i l s w i t h the 
d o w n t o w n area . 

U n l i k e F r e d e r i c t o n T rans i t , the s y s t em is no t 
de s i g ne d t o opera te u s i n g a " t i m e d m e e t " d o w n t o w n . 
M o s t buses pass b y ( and some routes do meet ) at the 
H i g h f i e i d S q u a r e / 1 1 1 1 M a i n l o c a t i o n n e a r the o l d 
d o w n t o w n a r ea , ad jacent t o a ma j o r c e n t r a l c i t y 
shopp ing deve l opment . A i l buses are r ad i o - e qu ippe d . 

The Cod iac Trans i t f leet c u r r e n t l y i n c l u d e s 2 2 buses, 
i n c l u d i n g a g r o u p o f seven ea r l y 35-foot O r i o n I buses. 
The re are a lso e l e v en 35-foot G M " N e w L o o k s " a n d f our 
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m o r e r e c en t C lass ics r o u n d i n g ou t the fleet. T h e mos t 
r e c en t C o d i a c T rans i t C lass ics c a n y a s t r i k i n g l i v e r y tha t 
i n c l u d e s a w h i t e base w i t h deep r e d a n d g o l d s t r i p i ng 
a n d l a r g e C o d i a c T rans i t l e t t e r i ng . C n e b us has a lso b e e n 
p a i n t e d i n a n e n v i r o n m e n t - r e l a t e d t h e m e a n d o n e 
car r i es a t o t a l -pa in t a p p l i c a t i o n for a l o c a l r ad i o s ta t i on . 

O f the 2 2 buses , 2 0 are o w n e d b y Cod i a c Trans i t , a n d 
t w o o f t h e 1982 v eh i c l e s a re ope ra t ed b y C o d i a c Trans i t , 
b u t a re a c t u a l l y o w n e d b y the T o w n o f R i v e r v i ew . 

T h e base fare i s $ 1 . 0 0 , w i t h 21 - t r i p p u n c h pass cards 
s o l d for $ 1 9 . 0 0 . A r e d u c e d ca sh fare o f 70 cents a n d 2 1 -
t r i p p u n c h passes f o r $ 1 3 . 0 0 are ava i l ab l e f o r sen io rs 
a n d s tudents , w h i l e c h i l d r e n f our years o f age a n d u n d e r 
r i d e f ree. 

T r a n s i t r i d e r s h i p i n M o n c t o n r e m a i n s r e l a t i v e l y 
s tab le , a t 1 . 3 - m i i i i o n t r i p s i n 1 992 ( c o m p a r e d t o 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same f i gure i n 1991 a n d 1 .2 -mi l i i on 
r i d e s i n 1 9 9 0 ) . I f t h e c i t y i s success fu l c o n t i n u i n g t o 
b u i l d i t s e c o n o m i c base b y a t t r a c t i n g m o r e n e w 
i n v e s t m e n t u s i n g i ts b i l i n g u a l w o r k force, l o w e r l ab ou r 
a n d l i v i n g costs , a n d t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a d v a n c e d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s technology , t h e n i t f o l l ows tha t Cod i a c 
T rans i t w i l l bene f i t as w e l l . 

B y i n v e s t i n g i n m a r k e t i n g a n d p r o m o t i o n , C o d i a c 
T r a n s i t i s c o u n t i n g o n s e l l i n g i t s e l f as a v i ab l e , 
e c o n o m i c a l a l t e rna t i v e to the p r i va t e car - no t a n easy 
s e l l i n a sma l l e r cent re - b u t a cha l l enge w h i c h Cod i a c 
T rans i t is f a c ing h e a d - o n . 

Saint John 
Saint Jahn Transit Commission 

N o t o n l y is Sa in t J o h n the o ldest c i t y i n C a n a d a , h a v i n g 
b e e n i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 1 7 8 5 , b u t i t is a l so N e w 
B r u n s w i c k ' s la rges t city. T h e a r ea was first se t t l ed i n the 
e a r l y 1 7 6 0 s a n d w a s a l so t h e h o m e o f C a n a d a ' s f i rs t 
newspaper , t h e first po l i c e force, a n d the count ry ' s first 
b a n k . 

T h e c i t y i s l o c a t e d a l o n g the B a y o f F u n d y a t t he 
p o i n t w h e r e t h e S a i n t J o h n a n d K enneb ecas i s r i v e r s 
m e e t a n d the f o rmer r u n s i n t o the B a y o f F u n d y t h r o u g h 
the f amous R e v e r s i n g Fa i l s . T h e c i t y is l a i d ou t over a n 
a r e a tha t f ea tures a r u g g e d t e r r a i n w h o s e shape i s 
de f i n ed b y the v a r i o u s bod i es o f w a t e r tha t s u r r o u n d i t , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e B a y o f Fundy , Sa in t J o h n Harbour , G r a n d 
Bay, a n d Kennebecas i s Bay. 

Haw ta read the numbers in Saint John 

Bus 7901 - most industry people " i n the loop" wou ld know that bus 7901 
is the first bus o f the 1979 order If you said that about Saint J o hn Transit 
7901, you 'd be right. In fact, after a whi l e , some Saint J o h n citizens 
figured that out too. 

The problem: how to number the buses so that people wouldn ' t th ink 
they were riding o n an o ld bus? It might also be very useful for 
supervisors to be able to te l l h ow many seats each bus had too - perhaps 
not so cr i t ical for regular transit service, but a must on sightseeing tours! 

The result: the Saint J o h n Transit five-digit fleet number ing system. 
Since 1985, Saint J o h n Transit buses have been assigned five-digit fleet 
numbers. The first two digits indicate the number o f seats, the middle 
digit indicates the year o f purchase, and the last two numbers are the 
sequence number w i t h i n the fleet. For example, the bus shown on Page 7, 
Saint J o h n Transit 48238, has 48 seats, was purchased in 1992, and is the 
38th bus purchased by the Commission. 

T h e p o p u l a t i o n o f the d t y i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 0 000 i n 
a n a r e a o f 3 2 3 square k i l o m e t r e s . T h e m e t r o p o l i t a n a rea 
i n c l u d e s j u s t over 120 0 0 0 peop l e . E i g h t y - n i n e pe rcen t 
o f i t s p o p u l a t i o n l i s t s E n g l i s h as i t s n a t i v e l anguage , 
w h i l e j u s t 0.3 p e r c en t n a m e F r e n c h a n d 1 0 .4 pe rcen t are 
b f l i n g u a l . 

O n e gets a g o o d sense o f h o w o l d t h e d t y is as one 
t rave ls t h r o u g h the streets o f the d t y . It is a n i n d u s t r i a l 
cent re , s ome t imes t h o u g h t o f as " b lu e coUar " because o f 
the d o m i n a n c e o f the I r v i n g f a m i l y g r o u p o f compan i e s 
o v e r t h e economy . I r v i n g o p e r a t i o n s i n S a i n t J o h n 
i n c l u d e t w o p u l p m iUs , a n o i l r e f i n e r y a n d n u m e r o u s gas 
s ta t i ons , t h e S a i n t J o h n S h i p b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n , a 
h a r d w a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n c o m p a n y , a n d t h e co rpo ra t e 
headquar t e r s for the I r v i n g c ompan i e s . O the r i n d u s t r y 
i n d u d e s t w o brewer i e s , t h e w o r l d ' s largest p a i n t b r u s h 
factory, f ood process ing , a n d the Por t o f Sa in t J o h n . 

L i k e so m u c h o f the l o c a l economy, the Irv ings have 
i n f l u e n c e d t r a n s i t o p e r a t i o n s i n the d t y . L o c a l bus 
serv ice w a s p r o v i d e d for m a n y years b y C i t y Trans i t - a n 
I r v i n g - o w n e d o p e r a t i o n . I n t e r c i t y b u s serv i ce i n the 
r e g i o n was p r o v i d e d b y a n o t h e r I r v i n g ope ra t i on , S M T 
E a s t e r n - s t iU i n o p e r a t i o n today. 

Howeve r , b y the la t t e r h a l f o f the 1970s , as i n m a n y 
N o r t h A m e r i c a n d t i e s , u r b a n t r a n s i t serv ices f o u n d 
t h e m s e l v e s i n severe financial d i f f i cu l ty . Buses i n the 
C i t y T r ans i t f leet w e r e m a i n t a i n e d at a n o l d r a i l w a y 
r o u n d h o u s e i n e x t r e m e l y poo r c o n d i t i o n , a n d the buses 
t oo w e r e b e g i n n i n g t o s h o w t h e i r age. In 1976 , the C i t y 
o f Sa in t J o h n f o u n d i t s e l f i n the p o s i t i o n o f h a v i n g t o pay 
its f i rst m u n i d p a l subs idy for t r ans i t serv ice . 

B y la te 1978 the g r o u n d w o r k h a d b e e n c o m p l e t e d 
for a p u b l i c t akeove r o f t r ans i t serv ice i n the city. A new, 
i n d e p e n d e n t , p r o v i n c i a l l y - c h a r t e r e d b o d y h a d b e e n 
f o r m e d - the Sa in t J o h n Trans i t C o m m i s s i o n - to t ake 
over u r b a n t r ans i t serv ice i n the c i t y effective J a n u a r y 1, 
1 9 7 9 . 

A n u m b e r o f buses w e r e t r ans f e r r ed f r o m the I r v ing 
o p e r a t i o n t o the n e w c o m m i s s i o n , a n d one o f the first 
orders o f bus iness w a s t o acqu i r e 15 n e w buses for the 
start o f the p u b l i c ope ra t i on . M o n e y w a s no t p l en t i f u l i n 
the e a r l y days a n d a r r angemen t s w e r e m a d e for 15 G M 
T 6 H - 4 5 2 3 N b use s to b e p u r c h a s e d b y C e n t r a l a n d 
E a s t e r n T rus t a n d l e a s e d t o t h e t r a n s i t c o m m i s s i o n . 
S ince tha t o r i g i n a l pu rchase , a t o t a l o f 2 5 a d d i t i o n a l n e w 
buses have b e e n a c q u i r e d d i r e c t l y b y the sys tem. 

T h e S a i n t J o h n T rans i t C o m m i s s i o n is a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t c o m m i s s i o n , m a d e u p o f e ight peop le . B y 
i ts charter, the re c a n be n o m o r e t h a n t w o po l i t i c i ans o n 

.the C o m m i s s i o n , a n d i n fact the re have b e e n n o n e s ince 
1 9 8 2 . T h e C i t y o f S a i n t J o h n , i s , however , mos t 
s u p p o r t i v e o f t r a n s i t . T h e c u r r e n t staf f i n c l u d e s 53 
dr i ve rs , 17 m a i n t e n a n c e staff, t h r e e despatchers , three 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n staff, t w o suppo r t staff, a n d the gene ra l 
manager . 

T h e bas i c a d u l t c a s h fare i s $ 1 . 0 0 w i t h m u l t i - r i d e 
p u n c h t i c k e t s s o l d at t h e ra t e o f 2 1 r i des for $ 1 9 . 0 0 . 
Those fares hav e r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t for the last f our -
and-a -ha l f years . 

For a c i t y i ts s i ze , the t r ans i t s ys t em does r e m a r k a b l y 
w e l l . I n 1 9 9 1 , i t r e cove r ed 57 .5 pe r cen t o f i ts ope ra t ing 
budge t f r o m farebox r e venues , e x c e ed ing i ts target o f 55 
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percent . R i d e r s h i p i n 1991 t o t a l l ed 2 . 6 - m i l l i o n r ides , u p 
8.6 p e r c e n t o v e r 1 9 9 0 . In 1 9 9 2 , t o t a l r i d e r s h i p rose 
a g a i n t o 2 . 7 - m i i i i o n . 

Bas i c serv ice is p r o v i d e d 12 hours a day, seven days 
a w e e k ( a l t h o u g h the serv i ce is v e r y l i m i t e d o n 
S u n d a y s ) . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 11 0 0 0 t r ips a d ay are t a k e n , 
i n c l u d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 0 0 0 to a n d f r o m the 
d o w n t o w n a rea a n d 1500 schoo l t r i ps . 

In a d d i t i o n , five routes r u n u n t i l 10 :00 p . m . a n d t w o 
r ou t e s r u n u n t i l m i d n i g h t d u r i n g the w e e k . A ma jo r 
t r u n k r ou t e ( a c tua l l y the c o m b i n e d Routes 1, 2, 3 , a n d 
4 ) p r o v i d e s c o m b i n e d t e n - m i n u t e h e a d w a y s i n p e a k 
hours , a n d 2 0 - m i n u t e serv ice i n of f-peak hours . O n most 
o ther routes , the bas i c serv ice is e ve ry 3 0 m i n u t e s p e a k 
a n d eve ry 6 0 m i n u t e s of f-peak. 

Th i r t y - s e v en buses are r e q u i r e d for peak ope ra t i on , 
12 i n the o f f -peak, 12 o n Sa turday , a n d o n l y t w o o n 
Sunday . 

T h e routes are s t r u c t u r e d to fit the phys i ca l se t t ing 
o f the city. A s no t ed , the major t r u n k route prov ides the 
heav i es t s e rv i ce , r u n n i n g east -west t h r o u g h the 
d o w n t o w n a r ea . O t h e r r ou t e s g e n e r a l l y l i n k i n t o the 
t r u n k c o r r i d o r at one o f three po in t s - K i n g Square o n 
the east s ide o f d o w n t o w n . M a r k e t Square o n the west 
side o f d o w n t o w n , or S i m m ' s Corner . 

Jus t to m a k e mat te rs i n t e r e s t ing ( and perhaps a b i t 
m o r e v i ab l e financially). Sa in t J o h n Trans i t a lso operates 
s i ghtsee ing serv ice i n the city. T h e port no t o n l y serves 
cargo sh ips f f o m a r o u n d the w o r l d , bu t has dev e l oped 
i n t o a major por t o f c a l l for passenger c ru ise vessels f r o m 
a r o u n d the w o r l d . 

M a n y m o r n i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g the s umme r , a 
large n u m b e r o f Sa in t J o h n Trans i t buses c a n be f o u n d 
after the m o r n i n g r u s h h o u r d o w n at the docks b o a r d i n g 
loads o f a v i d s ightseers i n t o w n for at least a short v is i t . 
A s m a n y as 25 t ours a d a y have b e e n r u n b y the system, 
somet imes s t r e t ch ing resources c lose to the l i m i t . E v e n 
i n late S ep t embe r as m a n y as seven or e ight buses are 
l oaded for the th r e e -hour tour . 

Sa in t J o h n is a great p lace to be i f you ' r e a fan o f the 
" N e w L o o k " a n d the C iass i c . The fleet c u r r e n t l y i n c ludes 
4 3 buses - a l l o f G M a n d M C I her i tage . Bes ides the 14 
s u r v i v i n g 35- foo t buses f r o m the o r i g i n a l 1 9 7 9 o r d e r 
(one w a s s c r a p p e d a f ter a n a c c i d e n t ) , t h e S a i n t J o h n 
Trans i t fleet i n c l u d e s t w o m o r e 35-foot buses (one f r o m 
C i t y T rans i t days a n d one a c q u i r e d s econd-hand from a 
p r i va t e c o m p a n y i n the N o r t h w e s t Terr i to r i es t o rep lace 
the w r e c k e d bus ) , e i ght 40- foot G M buses ( two f r o m C i t y 
T rans i t a n d a i l T 6 H - 5 3 0 7 N m o d e l s ) , a n d 19 C lass i c s 
f r o m G M a n d M C I . 

T h e f leet w e a r s a smar t w h i t e , r ed , a n d b l u e c o l ou r 
scheme , w i t h mos t o f the o l d e r buses spo r t i ng c r e a m -
c o l o u r e d roofs. 

W i t h the co - ope ra t i on o f the city, a p l a n w a s pu t i n t o 
p lace tha t ca l l s for the a c q u i s i t i o n o f t w o o r three buses 
a n n u a l l y t o e n s u r e the f leet is r e p l a c e d at a c ons t an t 
ra t e . T h e S a i n t J o h n T rans i t C o m m i s s i o n w o r k s o n a 
three -year c a p i t a l budge t t o he l p ensure the a v a i l ab i l i t y 
o f suf f ic ient funds . 

T h e s t a n d a r d bus i n the S a i n t J o h n T rans i t fleet 
t o d a y is the 40- foo t C i a s s i c e q u i p p e d w i t h m a n y o f 
Onta r i o ' s Eas i e r Access features, i n c l u d i n g the k n e e l i n g 

f ea ture , the front a n g l e d seats, a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r i o r 
l i g h t i n g , a n d the l a rge d e s t i n a t i o n c u r t a i n . T h e r ea r 
b e n c h seat is a m o u l d e d fibregiass u n i t , b u t o the r seats 
are u p h o l s t e r e d . A s i n g l e - w i d t h r ea r doo r is s t a n d a r d , 
e q u i p p e d w i t h the M c K a y gate. A Reca ro dr i ve r ' s seat is 
p r o v i d e d a n d DataFare A E S fareboxes ( s im i l a r t o those 
used b y the T T C i n Toronto ) are i n s t a l l e d . 

A i l o f the Class ics are p o w e r e d b y the De t ro i t D i e s e l 
6 V 9 2 T A eng ine . W i t h m a n y steep h i l l s i n the city. Sa in t 
J o h n was a n ea r l y cus tomer o f th is eng ine . A n in spec t i on 
o f the ea r l i e r C lass ics w i l l show that there is n o h i g h -
l e v e l e xhaus t p i p e p r e s en t . A l a rge , l o w - l e v e l p i p e is 
used , i n d i c a t i n g the presence o f a t u r b o c h a r g e d eng ine . 

Buses are m a i n t a i n e d at a m o d e r n f a c i l i t y l o c a t ed 
wes t o f the d o w n t o w n o n F a i r v i i i e B o u l e v a r d . T h e 
f a c i l i t y was o p e n e d i n 1 9 8 2 i n a f o r m e r i n d u s t r i a l 
fac i l i ty . The f ede ra l U r b a n Trans i t Ass i s tance P r o g r a m 
p r o v i d e d the funds for the garage a n d offices. In the fa i l 

Saint John Transit C lass ic TC40102N No. 48238 in September 1992, on a 
s ightseeing trip at Fort Howe , located high over Saint John harbour. 

Photo by David Onodera 

o f 1992 , the fac i l i t y was o f f i c ia l l y ded i ca t ed the L o m e F. 
Law less Trans i t Cen t r e , i n m e m o r y o f the C o m m i s s i o n ' s 
l onges t -serv ing emp loyee . 

Sa in t J ohn ' s f o r tunes are l i n k e d to those o f the I r v ing 
f am i l y bus inesses . A t the m o m e n t the e c o n o m i c p i c tu r e 
i n the city, a n d i n d e e d i n the p ro v ince o f N e w B r u n s w i c k 
as a w h o l e , is bet ter t h a n i n m a n y areas o f the country , 
as the I r v ing opera t i ons are g en e ra l l y p e r f o r m i n g w e l l . 

T h e ch a l l en g e s for the fu tu r e l i e i n b e i n g ab l e t o 
m a i n t a i n e x i s t i n g se rv i ce l e ve l s , w h i l e m e e t i n g the 
ch a l l en g e s o f a c c e s s i b i l i t y a n d u r b a n m o b i l i t y i n the 
fu ture . A t the m o m e n t , spec ia l i sed t rans i t serv ices are 
p r o v i d e d b y a non -p ro f i t c a r r i e r w i t h some ass is tance 
f f o m Sa in t J o h n Trans i t , e spec i a l l y i n the a rea o f v eh i c l e 
m a i n t e n a n c e . 

There is n o doub t that changes are c o m i n g to Sa in t 
J o h n T rans i t , a n d soon . O v e r the nex t f ew yea rs , the 
fleet w i l l t ake o n a di f ferent l ook , c h a n g i n g f r o m a n a i l 
N e w L o o k a n d C iass i c fleet, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h the l o w -
f loor wave l o o m i n g o n the h o r i z o n . 

This article previously a p p e a r e d In an e x p a n d e d fo rm In 
CUTA Forum. December 1992, M a r c h 1993, and June 1993. 
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1625 ouest, hioul. de Maisonneuve, Suite 1600 
Montreal (Quebec) H 3 H 2 N 4 

E-Mail: 71 l72.3573@compuserve.com 

This is Canada: last month, i t was winter ; 
this month , i t is almost summer. The spr ing 
showers, w a r m sun and the greening of the 
fields encourages one to get out to explore 
the countryside and that I d id ! 

Sherbrooke Expo Trains 94 
Saturday, Ap r i l 16, dawned w a r m and over
cast, but the weather people said that Sunday 
wou ld be stormy, so this w o u l d be m y day to 
go to the Eastern Townships to do a l i t t le 
explor ing and to visit the Sherbrooke mode l 
show. Sherbrooke is 150 kilometres east o f 
Montrea l . I took the quickest route, Auto-
route 10 CAutoroute des Cantons de i'est), 
since I wanted to continue east of Sherbrooke 
after v is i t ing the show. 

The Club des modelistes ferroviaires de 
FEstrie, w h i c h coordinated the Sherbrooke 
mode l show, had a very interesting mix . The 
show, i n a sizable exhib i t ion bu i ld ing at the 
fairgrounds, focused o n rai lway model l ing, 
but a n added touch was a section on radio-
control led mode l airplanes and boats. This, 
l ike most mode l shows I have visited i n 
Quebec, had some photos, paper goods, and 
memorabi l ia , but as their name states, they 
focus on modellers. 

This show proved interesting, for as I was 
standing ta lk ing to Roger Boisvert, a UCR S 
member f rom Trois-Rivieres, and look ing 
through his col lect ion of photos of steam 
powei; a Mrs . Carr of Danvi l le came a long 
and was asking i f anyone had a photograph 
of the Br i tannia M i l l s station. A n interesting 
question, since several months ago I was 
asked what I knew about this stat ion by a C N 
l ibrar ian. Be ing me, I approached Mrs . Carr 
and related my story, since apparently there 
is a group i n the area w h o are interested i n 
constructing a replica o f the station for a 
commrmity centre. Mrs . Cards interest i n a 
photograph related to the fact that her hus
band's mother had been the first telegraph 
operator at the last Br i ta imia M i l l s stat ion. 

Br i tannia M iUs was a sma l l stat ion on the 
St. L a w e n c e a n d At lant ic Ra ihoad about 
seven miles east o f Sa int -Hyadnthe . This 
company a long w i t h its U.S. counterpart, the 
At lant ic and St. Lawrence, became Canadian 
National 's l ine f rom Mont rea l to Port land, 

Ma ine . The Canadian company was amalga
mated w i t h five other companies to become 
the Crand Trunk Rai lway Company of 
Canada, effective Ju l y 1, 1853. The U.S. 
company was leased on the same date for 
999 years by the Grand Trunk Ra i lway Com
pany of Canada. The ful l route opened on 
J u l y 18, 1853, a l though some segments had 
been opened as early as 1848. The port ion 
from Saint-Hyacinthe to R ichmond, Quebec, 
through Br i tannia Mi l l s , was opened on 
September 11, 1852. 

The GTR Inventory of 1907 indicates that 
a first-class frame station at Br i tannia M i l l s 
was opened i n 1893 . The single-storey stat ion 
sitt ing on wooden posts and sills was 27 feet 
by 73 feet, w i t h an i ron roof. The open 
plat form was 2200 square feet and this stop 
had a wood frame baggage house 12 feet by 
2 0 feet as we l l as a frame freight shed 16 
feet by 20 feet w i t h a loading plat form on 
one side. 

The Eastern Townships in spring 
The w a r m weather was chasing the winter's 
snow rapidly towards the streams and rivers, 
and periods of heavy showers added more 
water to this race towards the lakes and 
ocean. The result was that the waterways i n 
many locations had no choice but to let 
water f lood over their banks. Such was the 
case even i n Sherbrooke as 1 came out of the 
mode l show. Sherbrooke is located a long the 
banks of the Riviere Saint-Frangois at the 
confluence of the Riviere Magog. CN's Sher
brooke Subdiv is ion (the St. Lawrence and 
At lant ic Raihoad) follows north-south along 
the banks of the Riviere Saint-Frangois from 
R ichmond south through Sherbrooke to 
Lennoxvil ie. 

CN's large br ick station is located about 
a b lock from the west bank of the river. The 
problem on this visit was that the waters 
were occupying the open area on the river 
side of the station. 

This station, bui l t i n 1890 is 33 feet by 
156 feet, consisting of a two-storey centre 
por t ion w i t h rambl ing single-storey sections 
on each end, a l l w i t h steep H p roofs and 
wide overhangs. V IA has i t painted i n pastel 
colours. This station and CP Rail 's have been 
declared heritage structures under the federal 
heritage stations protection act. 

The CP's Sherbrooke Subdivision, part of 
CP's M o n t r e a l - S a i n t J o h n "short l ine " was 
constructed by the At lant ic and North West 
Ra i lway and enters Sherbrooke from the 
west, a long the Riviere Magog, and then 

loops south along the Riviere Saint-Frangois 
to Lennoxvil ie, where bo th the river and the 
rai lway swing eastward. The CP station, bui l t 
i n 1901 and substantial ly added-to, was 
briefly described i n the June 1993 issue of 
Rail and Transit. CP R S 1 8 1819 was sitting i n 
front of the stat ion wa i t ing for its switching 
work on Monday. Sherbrooke is also the 
junc t i on w i t h the Quebec Central Railway's 
H i e that original ly w o u n d its way 
northeastward v ia Tring and Valley junctions 
to Har iaka , at Levis, across from Quebec City. 

M y next target was Scotstown, Quebec, 
43 miles east of Sherbrooke on the CPR. The 
station, recently declared a heritage station 
was the subject of a write-up i n Montreal 's 
Tlie Gazette a couple of months ago. 

This sma l l Eastern Township community 
on the Riviere a u Saumon first commenced 
its efforts to save the station i n 1978, when 
it was first rumoured that the CPR planned to 
close the bu i ld ing by 1982. This port ion of 
CP's short l ine east of Sherbrooke was started 
by the International Rai lway Company 
(Canada) and later acquired by the Atlantic 
and Nor th West Railway. The simple frame 
one-storey stat ion was constructed i n 1888 
between the m a i n l ine and the Riviere au 
Saumon. 

It real ly takes a trip to this site to put 
things into true perspective. East of the 
station, about 300 metres upstream, is a dam 
retaining a sizable m i l l pond. The rivei; west 
of the dam, o n the day o f m y visit was charg
ing i n a vicious war dance downstream, 
spiasMng angri ly at the pier of CP's bridge as 
it no doubt has done each spring for the last 
106 years. The mi l ls that caused the con
struction of the dam are now gone, except for 
one large chimney. This c H m n e y about eight 
or ten feet square at the base, rises 60 feet or 
so skyward. The communi ty has converted 
t H s piece of industr ia l archaeology into a 
useful monument, and has constructed a 
verandah a l l around it. This verandah is quite 
wide w i t h a ra i l ing around its outer edge and 
provides a v iewing p lat form for people to 
watch wildl i fe o n the m i l l pond or to just 
stop and enjoy a summer evemng's breeze. It 
has a roof that protects bo th people and the 
chimney's base. 

The ra i lway station is a boxy structure 
about 20 by 4 0 feet, w i t h a gable roof, oper
ator's bay w indow on the track side, and a 
med ium overhang on that same side. The 
station has a concrete foundation that 
appears to have been added after the orig inal 
construction and extends eastward beyond 
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the depot. This foundation, a long w i t h differ
ences i n the clapboard styles on the station, 
indicates that at some point there had been 
a coimected freight shed on the east end next 
to the road. 

The J u l y 1908 issue of the International 

Railway Guide shows three passenger trains, i n 
each direct ion stopping at Scotstown every 
day. 

Tlie Gazette, i n its article on this station, 
carried parts of a telephone Interview w i t h a 
Tom Riglar; now a Vancouver businessman 
who grew up i n Scotstown. Mr. Riglar 
recalled that back i n the 1950s, the station 
bustled w i t h act iv i ty whenever he boarded a 
tra in to visit a n a imt i n Montrea l . 

"You 'd hear the cl ickety-clack of the 
Morse code as y ou approached the bu i ld ing , " 
said Riglar. 

In those days, old-fashioned steam 
engines paused outside the station whi l e their 
tanks were replenished f rom a giant water 
tower that has since vanished. 

"Sometimes the engineer wou ld invite us 
aboard for a peek at a l l his gauges and 
gadgets." 

The communi ty w o u l d Hke to tu rn the 
station into a museum and a n art gallery for 
loca l artists. 

Head ing back towards Montrea l , I 
stopped by East Angus on the Quebec Central 
l ine, 17 miles east of Sherbrooke. This por
t i on of the Q C R was incorporated as the 
Sherbrooke, Eastern Township and Kermebec 
Ra i lway Company i n 1869 to construct from 
Sherbrooke northeast to connect w i t h the 
Levis and Kennebec Ra i lway at Valley Jrmc-
tron (Vailee Jonct ion ) . The S E T & K became 
the Quebec Central Ra i lway i n 1875 and the 
QCR purchased the L & K i n 1881 . The SET&K 
opened the first 14 miles of its l ine east of 
Sherbrooke i n 1874, but the cormection with, 
the L & K was not completed un t i l 1881 . 

East Angus is a pulpwood-miU. t own on 
the Riviere Saint-Frangois. Quebec Central's 
single-storey concrete b lock stat ion that was 
bui l t i n 1912 is s t i l l used by CPR mainten
ance forces. The station, about the size of a 
smal l bungalow, has a hip roof w i th one 
gable dormer projecting over the operator's 
bay window. Aga in , the J ir iy 1908 issue of 
the International Railway Guide lists eight 
trains a day us ing this station. There were 
two express, one passenger; and one accom
modat ion t ra in northbound, toward Levis, 
and two passenger; one express, and one 
accommodat ion southbotmd, to Sherbrooke. 

The adjacent freight shed, l ike the sta
t ion, is of concrete b lock construction. This 
structure has two load ing doors and a gable 
roof. The gables are finished i n asbestos 
shingles and i t is interesting to note the 
painted s ign o n one gable - FREIGHT SHED -
i n large capi ta l letters, a real carry-over from 

bygone days. 
Not want ing to treat the railways unfair

ly, 1 decided to fol low the C N (Grand Trunk) 
l ines for the remainder of my journey back to 
Montrea l . 1 skirted northward around Sher
brooke w i t h the p l an to foUow down a long 
the Riviere Saint-Frangois to R ichmond, the 
junc t i on w i t h GTR's or ig inal l ine (CN Dan
vi l le Subdivision) to Levis. H i g h water was 
over the road a long the east side of the 
Riviere Saint-Frangois between Sherbrooke 
and Windsor; so I had to detour. The east 
side road for the 10 miles from Windsor to 
R i chmond was open. This road parallels the 
C N Sherbrooke Subdiv is ion (St. Lawrence 
and Atlantic) and the h igh water made the 
rai lway a causeway surrounded by water i n 
many places. Knowing the power of nature, 
this setting made i t easy to visualise trains a l l 
the way from a wood-burning 4-4-0, puffing 
huge clouds of smoke, creeping w i t h a couple 
of swaying, creaking wooden coaches a long 
the rive^ to a pair of massive F40PHs growl
ing loudly as they gingerly puU the stainless 
steel cars of VIA's Atlantic a long the same 
water-level route. 

O n arr ival i n the south end of R ichmond, 
I found that due to the dangers o f f looding, a 
dike was being constructed across CN's l ine 
at M i l e 71 .25. I a m to ld that this locat ion 
about a quarter of a mi le south of the station 
has a long history of flooding. This flooding 
had delayed CN's Train 394 and C N GP9s 
7070, 7020, and 7073 were sitt ing i n the 
R i chmond yard as testimony. 

As I reached the eastern outskirts of 
Saint-Hyacinthe about 18:00, the sun was 
shining brightly a real contrast from the 
heavy showers of earlier. Also, C N added a 
bit of act ion as SD40-2 5309 and GP40-2 
9669 led two other units and a lengthy 
container t ra in o n a westbound march 
towards Montrea l as I approached the D rum-
mondviUe Subdivis ion. 

Bel-Gaz 
Whi l e ids not i n the Eastern Townships, here 
is an update on Bel-Gaz l im i t e e i n Saint-
Felix-de-Valois, We discussed Bel-Gaz's new 
use of this former CP trackage i n both the 
Apr i l and September 1993 issues of Rail and 

Transit. A tr ip through the area a few weeks 
ago revealed that Bel-Gaz has constructed a 
drive-through (double-ended) engine shed at 
its plant site north- of Samt-Felrx-de-Valois. 
Parked next to the new shed was a plough, 
and its orange paint scheme wou ld lead me 
to bet that i t was formerly owned by C N . 

Brov/nies in 1872 
About a year ago, my boss gave me a photo
copy of a Grand Trunk Rai lway bul le t in 
l ist ing "Punishments Inflicted and Rewards 
G iven" from June 1872. Being a computer 
pack-rat, 1 now have these on my computer's 

hard drive. It has been 122 years since the 
GTR issued these directives, but have things 
changed? Le f s look at a few. 

What year? - A Montrea l conductor was 
fined one day's pay for "A l lowing two gentle
men to smoke i n first class car on mixed 
t ra in to the annoyance and against the pro
tests of other passengers." 

Tlie two sides.' — A Toronto conductor 
was l ined two days' pay for "Not seeing that 
brakes were properly applied to his train. 
W h e n standing o n a grade at l imehouse 
Station, three cars broke loose from tra in and 
ran at a great speed down the grade unt i l 
overtaken by Driver Brow one mi le east of 
Nerva l . " 

The reward to Mr. Brow, a Toronto 
engineman, was three days' pay for "Prompt
ness i n securing part of Special Train wh i ch 
had become detached at Limehouse, thereby 
preventing serious damage to the Company's 
property." 

D id the Limehouse incident cost the GTR 
anything? In not ing the figures, one must ask 
how wou ld the two days' pay for a conductor 
compare to the three days' extra pay to the 
engineman? 

Origw of confusion! — Today we some
times hear the comment that trains should 
stop for vehicles at crossing - wel l , maybe, 
for i n 1872 a Pointe Saint-Charles engineman 
was given an extra day's pay as reward for 
"Promptness i n stopping No . 7 Train on 
observing a loaded cart stuck on a farmefls 
crossing near St. Anne's." 

There are a few others that I w iU throw 
your way i n future columns. 

Oanfusion! — in Victoria, B.C. 
This co lumn has carried bits i n the Apr i l , 
J ime , and September 1993 Issues on the 
proposal i n Victor ia to convert portions of 
CN's abandoned l ine to use as a bikeway and 
wa lkway w i t h space for a future LRT system. 

One of the major stumbl ing blocks i n this 
project has been over the Selkirk Water 
trestle. This body of water is navigable and 
hence there has been a squabble between the 
hiker/LRT proponents and the boaters on 
how each should cross the others' path. It has 
been proposed to put a hump i n the bridge 
that w o u l d clear most boats, but not aU. 

Now, Gray Scrimgeour has sent a long 
some comments o n the next stage as the 
various levels of government try to out-circle 
a l l the other levels. The province owns the 
abandoned right-of-way (to protect for the 
future LRT) , but has leased i t to the Capital 
Reg ional District for use as a l inear park. One 
of this park's uses is as a bikeway and 
walkway. Monies have already been spent 
towards these goals on either side of the 
Selkirk Water trestle. 

N o w to the real buck-passing. The Capital 
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Regional Distr ict has sub-leased the trestle 
over the Se lk irk Water to the City of V ic tor ia 
for rehabi l i tat ion as a b ikeway and walkway. 
The city must now f ind $250 000 to perform 
the work. Under the agreement, the region 
can terminate the sub-lease i f the city does 
not improve the trestle. The city now con
siders that a n appl icat ion should be made to 
the Prov inc ia l Capi ta l Commiss ion for a grant 
and there is also consideration of try ing to 
tap into the federal infrastructure grant 
programme to help pay for this work that the 
senior levels of government have passed 
downward. 

Gray closes by total l ing-up the costs that 
everyone is try ing to get someone else to pay 
and then wonders i f anyone has been th ink
ing about the costs to the keep bridge i n 
repair or w h o is go ing pay for a bridge-keeper 
to raise the span once or twice a week? A n d 
you thought Ottawa was confused! 

Early excursions 
Doug Brown forwarded some notes taken 
from August 1836 copies of Hie Gazette here 
i n Montrea l about early trips over the 
Champla in and St. Lawrence Ra i l Road 
between La Prair ie and Saint-Jean-sur-Riche-
l ieu. See the January 1994 issue of Rail and 

Transit for a map of this area. 
The first excursion appeared i n the paper 

on Thursday, August 18, 1836, and was the 
result of a trip to Saint-Jean by a Mor inghar 
and M a c r i m m o n (possibly n icknames) . 

"Arrived at LaPrair ie and had to wai t 
some t ime the return of the locomotive and 
cars f rom St. Johns. A t last they were seen 
approaching and a desire to v iew the whole 
i n rapid mot ion, l ed us forward a short dis
tance on the road to meet them. 

" W h i n ; Wh i rg puff, puff - by they 
rushed w i t h almost s tunning impetuosity and 
l ightning speed. The cars are of rather 
elegant construct ion and tastefully painted; 
on each, the emblazonry and armor ia l 
bearings of Great Br i ta in a n d the Uni ted 
States, emblematical , we presume, of the 
connection of Br i t i sh a n d Amer i can interest 
and enterprise combined together i n the 
complet ion of a wo rk so m u c h required and 
so important as this is. 

"When we were o n the point of starting 
for St. Johns, part of the machinery of the 
locomotive gave way . . . we were . . . left i n 
a delightful d i l emma, w i t h the alternative 
before us o f either wa lk ing to St. Johns (or) 
being dragged i n cars thi ther by horses. 

"The engineei; however; after some 
trouble, was enabled to put the engine into 
such a state as to put i t i n our power to 
proceed and accordingly we started, between 
four and five o'clock. 

"We had not got more than a mi le over 
the road, when the deplorable concern gave 

way again. Another hal f hour suffices to get 
us into condi t ion a second t ime to go for
ward , and ratt l ing a long i n very good style 
indeed . . . . 

"The engineer (Giba Pangbom) is about 
as coo l a fel low as we have seen for a long 
t ime. He d id not appear i n the least degree 
disconcerted nor seem to lose any of his stock 
of self-possession, notwithstanding the acci
dents and delays we met w i th , and he gave 
evidence of understanding his profession 
thoroughly." 

The second account of a trip taken by 
Charles KadweU was publ ished on Tuesday 
August 23 , 1836. 

" . . . we arrived at LaPrairie, when we 
found the locomotive and its taU, almost as 
long as Danie l O'ConneU's, wa i t ing our nobi l 
ity. Scrambled ashore and secured a seat i n 
the car immediately behind the engine, w h i c h 
saluted me w i t h a puff or two of a vaporous 
substance, yclept steam, i n acknowledgement 
of wh i ch I put up the window. 

"By a certain instinctive feeling w h i c h is 
natura l to aU men, I found we were mov ing 
and soon increased our speed as Paddy wou ld 
say, To the devi l of a rate,' for the trees went 
as fast one way as we did another and to 
make the matter short we were soon at St. 
Johns and about 23 miles from Montrea l . " 

Photo information 
You may have noticed above this co lumn and 
above the news columns that fol low a new 
selection of photos. 

The six photos above the Research and 

Review's section are: the famil iar view of CP 
Train 415 at Bolton, Ontario, by J o h n Carter; 
the CPR station at McAdam, New Brunswick, 
by the o ld ferronut himself; former CPR 4-4-0 
136 on the South Simcoe Railway, by R ick 
Eastman; the CTC panel at the C N Edmund-
ston. New Brunswick, RTC office, by J o h n 
Carter; the mezzanine of the C N R Hami l ton , 
Ontario, station, by Pat Scrimgeour; and a 
C N northbound t ra in leaving the Eraser River 
Bridge at New Westminstei; B.C., by Howard 
McGany . 

The six photos above the Transcontinentai 

section are: the eastbound VIA Canadian at 
Leanchoi l , B.C., on the CP Mounta in Subdiv i 
sion, by Pat Scrimgeour; the Calgary C-Train 
LRT near Frank l in Station, by Ted Wickson; 
the CP Breton Turn switching the wheat poo l 
elevator at Buford, Alberta, by Glenn Court
ney; two C N westbormd trairrs at Foleyet, 
Ontario, by Pat Scrimgeour; a westbound 
S T C U M commuter t ra in leaving Windsor 
Stat ion i n Montrea l , also by Pat; and a Fundy 
Gypsum switcher i n front of the Domin ion 
At lant ic station at Hantsport, Nova Scotia. 

Our editor tells me that he has counted 
six of the twelve pictures wh i ch cannot now 
be taken, for one reason or another. 

Information Network 
Ottawa trolley coaches 
Question from: Richard Carroll 
I know that streetcars i n Ottawa last ran on 
M a y 1, 1959 (a bad year for street railways, 
as Montreal 's operation ended that yeai; too), 
but I have never been able to find out what 
became of Ottawa's single trol ley bus line, on 
Bronson Avenue. W h e n were the trol leybuses 
removed, and what became of them? 

Reply from: Ray Corlcy 
The trol ley-coach operation ended on June 
27 , 1959. There were 10 coaches operating 
on the one route, and they were a l l Canadian 
Car and Foundry T-48As, numbered from 
2001 to 2010 . Five, 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 5 , were 
bought by the Kitchener P.U.C., and the other 
five, 2 0 0 6 - 2 0 1 0 , were bought by the TTC in 
Toronto. 

Passenger stations in Canada 
Message from: Pat Scrimgeour 
In the table i n last month's Rail and Transit, 

I ment ioned that the bus terminal i n Quebec 
was to be moved to the Gare du Palais i n 
1994. In fact, that move has already taken 
place, i n February. A Quebec govermnent 
insurance office sits above the 1985-vintage 
t ra in shed at the station, and the new bus 
terminal has been bui l t to the east of this, 
easily reached from the V IA wai t ing area. In 
its new timetables, V IA has taken advantage 
of the new bus te rmina l and the possibly-
impending cancel lat ion of the Saguenay, as 
they list connections from Quebec for Jon -
quiere by Intercar Saguenay as part of the 
Q u e b e c - M o n t r e a l t imetable. 
Message from: Art Clowes 
The CPR stat ion i n Trois-Rivieres (or Three 
Rivers, as it was commonly known outside 
Quebec i n those days) was bui l t i n 1924. 
Several issues of Canadian Railway and Mar

ine World that year chronicled the planning, 
approval, and construct ion of the station. The 
plans replaced earlier ones, from 1919, wh i ch 
were never adopted. A freight shed and office 
bui ld ing were bui l t a long w i th the passenger 
station, designed by architects Ross and 
Macdona ld of Montrea l , and bui l t by 
Thompson-Starrett Company. At the same 
t ime as the stat ion work, the track layout i n 
the area was changed, and the locomotive 
house was enlarged. 

World Locomotive Orders, 1992-1993 
Message from: Tom Box 
In the list of locomotive orders on Page 16 of 
the Apr i l Rail and Transit, the Iranian Ra i l 
ways U30Cs should be shaded to show they 
were produced i n Canada. These were the 
last units ever bu i l t at the M L W plant. 

O n the other hand, should the GEC Als-
thom units for C F M - Mozambique be 
shaded? (No; my mistake. -Pat) 
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I notice the power ratings for a given 
mode l can vary a lot. For example, the GO 
Transit F59PHs are said to be 3200 horse
power Metro l ink 's are 3800 hoisepower and 
CalTrans's 3900 horsepower (after conversion 
and round-off). GO's existing F59s are 3000 
horsepowei; according to the V-ackside 

Guide. Are these numbers correct? 
Message from: John F. Legg 
The Br i t ish R a i l and SNCF Class 92 electric 
locomotives are rated at 5600 k W for 25 k V 
(AC) and around 3 4 0 0 k W for 750 V (DC), 
and not the 5000 k W stated. The 750 V (DC) 
rat ing may be revised i n the l ight of running 
experience. These are continuous ratings. 

The Eurostar Class 373 units are bui l t to 
run under three voltages w i t h ratings of 
12 200 k W for 25 k V (AC), 5700 k W for 
3 k V (DC) and 3400 k W for 750 V (DC). The 
750 V (DC) rat ing may also be revised. It 
should also be borne i n m i n d that of this 
rat ing around 1000 k W is required to r u n the 
on-board a i r condit ioning, heating, and other 
anci l lary services. These are the continuous 
ratings for a complete Eurostar formation. 
Strict ly speaking, these are not locomotives 
but power cars. Br i t ish R a i l has classified the 
Eurostar as a n Electric Mul t ip l e Uni t . The 
power cars are permanently coupled to the 
trai ler cars w i t h the powered truck on the 
trailer car next to the power car being fed 
from the power car i n a s imi lar manner to 
the SNCF TGV-Sud Est sets. They w i l l only be 
removed from the formation for maiutenance 
purposes. 

The Euro tunne l diesel locomotives are of 
class DE6400 w i t h a power rat ing o f 960 kW. 
They are s imi lar i n design to the NS (Neder-
landse Spoorwagen) 6400-class. For use i n 
the tunnel , these locomotives w i l l be coupled 
i n pairs, separated by a wagon containing an 
exhaust-gas condit ioning plant. 

GTR Rolling Stock 
Request from: Ken Davis 
I a m mode l l ing a Grand Trunk Ra i lway bag
gage car and open-ended business car of the 
era between 1886 and 1905, and wou ld 
appreciate any photographs of these or s im i 
lar cars, as we l l as informat ion as to what 
wou ld have been pr inted on them: names, 
numbers, designations, etc. Please wri te to 
me at 126 Cedar Street, Or i l l ia , Ontario 
L 3 V 2C7 . 

Churchill boxcar search 
Message from: Dave Scott 
The Hudson Bay Route Associat ion has taken 
out advertisements i n 77ie Western Producer 

(see copy to the right), asking for informa
t i on on the wheat boxcars refirrbished under 
the sponsorship of the Mani toba government 
for use on the C N l ine to Church i l l . The 
fragil ity o f the l ine prevents the use of the 
much-heavier cy l indr ica l hopper cars that are 
used to move grains through the rest of the 

coimtiy. The Man i toba boxcars have 
remained strangely static during the recent 
wheat-car shortage. The Gra in Transportation 
Agency and the railways say that the boxcars 
are no longer suitable for mov ing wheat i n 
the south, and that few of the major te rmina l 
elevators can s t i l l handle boxcars. 

Port McNicoll 
Reques t from: Scott Garrett 
From the late 1800s to the mid-1960s, the 
Canadian Pacific Ra i lway owned and oper
ated five combinat ion passenger-freight 
vessels that operated from the CPR eastern 
terminus of Owen Sound, Ontario, to what 
was then caUed Fort W i l l i am and Port Arthug 
now of course Thunder Bay. The ships con
t inued to sa i l this route un t i l 1912. In that 
year; the CPR moved its eastern terminus to 
the newly-constructed rai lway communi ty of 
Port McN i co l l , on Georgian Bay. This new 
harbour at Port M c N i c o l l was owned and 
control led total ly by the railway. It also 
provided better ra i l gradients for the heavy 
grain trains haul ing that commodity from the 
brand new grain elevator. Freight and f lour 
sheds were bui l t on the adjacent side of the 
harbour. A whar f station was btdlt and beau
t i ful f lower gardens decorated the whar f area. 
Other facilities bui l t on the harbour were a n 
ice house, laundry bui lding, carpentef s shop, 
and boarding houses. 

The five ships, Aiberta, Athabasca, Mani

toba, Assiniboia, and Keewatin continued to 
p ly the route from Port M c N i c o l l to the 
Lakehead un t i l age and technology began to 
catch up w i t h the ships. Aiberta and Atha

basca were retired i n the late 1940s. Mani

toba was scrapped about 1950. The last two 
remain ing ships cont inued im t i l 1965. In the 
later years, a "boat t r a i n " wou ld make twice-
weekly coimections w i t h the two surviving 
ships, Assiniboia and Keed'atin. Twice a week, 
the t ra in from Toronto wou ld cormect w i th 
the Wednesday and Saturday sai l ing for Fort 
W i l l i am . The ships returned to Port McN i co l l 
Monday and Thursday and connected w i th 
the t ra in bound for Toronto. 

I have heard and read that members of 
the U C R S were at Port M c N i c o l l to photo
graph the last passenger t ra in run i n 1965. 
Does anyone have any prints available? 

In addi t ion to the freight and flour sheds, 
grain elevator; and whar f station, a large 
wooden ra i lway trestle k nown as the Hog Bay 
Trestle was located at Port McN ico l l . The 
bridge of just under a mi le i n length was the 
second-longest on the Nor th American conti
nent. It was demolished i n 1978. There was 
also a second stat ion at Port McN i co l l . This 
stat ion was used to take care of the freight 
business. Other structures typical of any 
ra i lway communi ty of the t ime were the 
roundhouse, coal chute, and several boarding 
houses. It is also interesting to note that by 

WANTED 
CN445880 C f N i Canada M . i n j i < * a ^ 

The Man i t oba Buffalo de termines 
Churchi l l boxcars . 

W e are trying to compi le a total list of all Boxca r s and their locat ion. W e request your help in th is 
endeavour. The numbers normally start with: 428, 429, 445 or 446. There are six digits in each 
number . Remember to look for the Man i toba Buffalo. 

REWAAD 
Y o u r reward for sending us a l isting of Boxca r Numbers , and the name of tf>e S id ing , will be a 
one-year membership In Hudson Bay Route Assoc i a t i on . 
Your Membersh ip entitles you to our Newsletter, at tendance at our Annua l Convention and the 
opportunity to run for our Board of Directors. 

S e n d o r F a x y o u r l i s t s t o : 

Phone: (306) 782-3363 Lmi 
Fax: (306) 786-7760 HUDSON BAY 

211 Tiipper Avenue, Yorkton, Sk. S3N 1 LB 
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I 960 , three 2-8-Os at Port M c N i c o l l were the 
last regularly-assigned steam locomotives i n 
Ontario. The last steam engine to operate on 
a regular n m travel led f rom Port M c N i c o l l to 
Or i l l i a on A p r i l 30 , 1960 . 

I a m attempting to preserve m y home
town history as w e l l as some of m y fami ly 
history. Some of m y fami ly worked for the 
CPR i n some capacity or another over the 
years. I a m interested i n any photos that 
members might have of the CPR at Port 
McN i co l l . Please wr i te to me at 641 Bayview 
Drive, M id land , Ontario L4R 4 Y 7 . 

New fastest times on VIA Train I 
Message from: Richard Carroll 
The new VIA timetable, effective A p r i l 24 , 
contains two new best-ever t imes between 
cities on the C N R transcont inental route, and 
another new t ime that matches the best ever. 

The 6 h 35 m i n t ime f rom Toronto to 
Sudbury Junc t i on matches the best t ime on 
C N (the best t ime o n CP to Sudbury was 
5 h 45 min ) . The t ime f rom Winn ipeg to 
Saskatoon has been reduced f rom 8 h 35 m i n 
to 8 h 2 0 m i n , a n amaz ing t ime, w i t h a n 
overal l average speed closer to corridor trains 
than to a typ ica l long-distance t ra in . F ina l l y 
the t ime f rom Winn ipeg to Edmonton is also 
the best-evei; at 14 h 50 m i n . 

Even w i t h these reductions, the east-
bound Train 2 is s t i l l faster than Train 1. 
Going back to the 1920s, the eastbound 
schedule of transcontinental trains has always 
been faster than the westbound schedide. 
This is i n part because padding is required for 
westbounds to serve major cities at conveni
ent times (except i n Saskatchewan), and i n 
part because tradit ional ly the superior direc
t ion has been east or south, and those trains 
wou ld have priority. 

South Simcoe Railway, 1994 Schedule 
Message from: South Simcoe Railway 
This summei; trains leave f rom Tottenham, 
Ontario, every hour f rom 10:00 un t i l 16:00 
on the fo l lowing days: Friday, J u l y 1; S i m -
days f rom M a y 22 to October 9; Mondays 
M a y 23 , f rom J u l y 4 to August 29 , Septem
ber 5 and 26 , and October 3 and 10; Tues
days from J u l y 5 to August 30, September 
27 , and October 4. 

Fares are $7 .00 for adults, $6.00 for 
seniors and students, $3 .00 for chi ldren, a n d 
$28.00 for families (two adults and three 
chi ldren) . A l l trips are scheduled to use 
locomotive No . 136, subject to availability. 

Rai l fan day on the South Simcoe is Satur
day, J u l y 2 . The day w i l l feature night photo 
sessions, a twi l ight t ra in , and several daytime 
events. The price for this special day is 
$30.00, or $10.00 for only the night-t ime 
events. 

For more information, ca l l 905 936-5815 
or wr i te to South Simcoe Railway, P .O. Box 
186, Tottenham, Ontario LOG IWO. 

Books 
More on Barney and Smith 
In Octobei; we carried a review of The Barney 

and Smith Car Company Car Buiiders as 
submitted by B i l l Reddy. N o w Jack Knowles 
has forwarded more details and comments on 
this book by Scott D. Trostel. 

The book is a history of the Barney and 
Sm i th car bu i ld ing plant i n Dayton, Ohio, 
w h i c h was once among the three top builders 
of luxury passenger cars, as we l l as producing 
large quantities of freight cars. Canadian 
Pacific and Canadian Northern were among 
the purchasers. A t one point, the bui lder 
employed 2000 people, work ing i n plants 
occupying 28 acres. Important customers 
inc luded both of the sleeping car giants, 
PuUman and Wagner. 

Late^ Pu l lman opened its own car-build
ing plant at Chicago and became a competi
tor. Barney and Smi th did not take part i n 
the mergers w h i c h produced strong combines 
i n the car bu i ld ing industry, and thus 
decl ined to minor standing. After many years 
as a family-owned company, managed for the 
benefit of employees and the community, it 
was sold to investors w i t h l itt le knowledge of 
the business, who were s low converting to 
steel car fabrication. The bui lder had a linger
ing death, and closed i n 1921. Prior to clos
ing, the plant suffered great damage i n 1913 
by flooding. This also caused the loss of 
company records and photographs, forcing 
the author to resort to secondary sources for 
information. The stoiy is nonetheless w e l l 
to ld , and wf l l appeal to those interested i n 
o ld passenger ro l l ing stock. 

New book on Sandford Fleming 
Chief Engineer is the title of a 185-page, six-
by nine- inch hard-cover book on the "Life of 
a Nat ion Bui lder - Sandford F l eming " wr i t 
ten by Lome Green. I have not yet read this 
book, but from a quick sk im, i t looks inter
esting. Whi l e I purchased m y copy at The 

. Book Company i n Ottawa, I have also seen it 
at The World's Biggest Bookstore i n Toronto. 
This book was publ ished by D u n d u m Press of 
Toronto. The book is' numbered ISBN 
1-55002-195-8 and the Canadian price is 
$29.95 plus aU those great taxes. 

—Art Clowes 

Two reference books 
The annua l revision and expansion of the 
Canadian Trackside Guide was publ ished 
earlier this year. The guide, as every year; 
includes locomotive rosters for the majo^ 
middle-sized, and minor railways and indus
tries, preserved equipment, passenger cars, 
rail-transit cars, cabooses, ra i lway mainten
ance equipment, radio frequencies, t ra in 
numbers and schedules, and station lists. 
N ew this year are maps of ra i lway lines i n 

five cities, and y ou may recognise these 
maps, because they were adapted from maps 
w h i c h or ig inal ly appeared in Rail and Transit. 

Jo in ing the Trackside Guide i n the refer
ence section this year is a new book, Tlie 

Street Side Guide to Urban Transit Fleets in 

Canada. This is a n attractive 72-page book, 
51/2 by 816 inches, l is t ing the bus rosters for 
almost a l l of the publ i c transit agencies i n 
Canada (the most notable missing fleet is 
that of STL i n Laval , Quebec). For each series 
of buses, the quantity, fleet numbers, model, 
and year bui l t are shown, w i t h explanatory 
notes. In add i t ion to the buses, light-, heavy-, 
and commuter-ra i l vehicles are l isted for 
Vancouve:g Edmonton, Calgary Toronto, and 
Montrea l , and BC Transit's two SeaBus ferries 
are also listed. 

Canadian Tbackside Guide 1994 (ISSN 
0829-3023) - By town Ra i lway Society, P.O. 
Box 141, Stat ion A, Ottawa, Ontario 
K I N 8V1 , $16.95 plus $1.40 GST and $3.00 
shipping. The Street Side Guide to Urban 

Transit Fleets in Canada ( I S B N 
0-9698053-0-6) - Canadian Transit Heritage 
Foundation, York/Toronto 1833 P.O. Box 30, 
260 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ontario 
M S A I N l , $24.95, inc luding postage. 

—Pat Saimgeour 

Silk trains 
This book describes the transportation of the 
perishable but valuable commodity raw sflk 
from Vancouver to the east coast of the U.S., 
f rom the late 1880s to 1941 . The author has 
based m u c h of the detail on the records of 
the Canadian Nat iona l Railways, i n Record 
Group 30 at the Nat iona l Archives of Canada. 
Unfortrmately, the corporate archives of 
Canadian Pacific Ra i lway possess no known 
references or photographs of si lk trains. The 
text, then, is fairly brief. 

There is an outl ine of the role of the CP 
Empresses i n starting this trade route, fol
lowed by a descript ion of the development 
and economics of the CNR si lk service. The 
si lk trade through Canada declined from 
about 1930 (special freighters were bui l t to 
carry sflk f rom the Orient through the 
Panama Cana l directly to the eastern U.S.). 
The trade ended abruptly w i t h the start of 
Wor ld War II i n the Pacific. 

The book inlcudes 14 photographs (only 
one of a s i lk train) and reproductions of 
some pertinent letters and telegrams, plus 
five pages from the M a y 13, 1928, CPR 
publ ic t imetable. 

Silk Trains: Tlie Romance of Canadian Silk 

Trains or "Tlie Silks," by Bernard Webber. 
Publ ished by Wor ld Works Publications, 
Kelowna, B.C. , 1993 . Paperbound, 8 " by 8", 
128 pages. Avai lable f rom Bernard Webbei; 
6205 - 91st Street, R.R. #1, Osoyoos, B.C. 
VOH IVO. Price, $18.95, inc luding GST, plus 
$2.95 shipping. -Gray Scrlmgeow 
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Transcontinental Railway and transit news from coast to coast 

^ S T E R N C A N A D A 
Gord Webster 

RO. Box 17, Station H 
Toronto, Ontario M 4 C 5 H 7 

E-Mail: 72l22.3353@compuserve.com 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
C A N A D I A N A T L A N T I C RAILWAY 

CP w i l l announce by the end of M a y the 
company w i t h w h i c h i t w i l l negotiate for the 
sale of a l l or part of its network east of Sher
brooke, Quebec. S ix proposals from the l ist of 
bidders were submitted i n mid-Apr i l , after 
w h i c h CP narrowed the running down to 
Guil ford Transportation Industries and a 
group of Canadian and Amer ican investors 
based i n Bea:; Delaware, cal led Cantrak. 

Gui l ford on ly wants to acquire the l ine 
east of Mattawamkeag, Maine , but Cantrak 
proposes to acquire a l l track east of Sher
brooke, and possibly as far west as Delson 
and south to Newport, Vermont, and operate 
a passenger service i f V IA service is discon
t inued. 

The province of New Brunswick has 
passed a b i l l a l lowing railways i n the prov
ince to be incorporated as any other business 
after complet ing a regulatory agreement on 
safety issues. This el iminates the requirement 
for the passage of a separate b i l l . Changes i n 
the rules also means that new rai lways oper
at ing only w i t h i n the province w o u l d fa l l 
under prov inc ia l jur isdict ion, el irninating the 
b ind ing of labour contracts imder federal law. 

Appl icat ions fi led w i t h the federal court 
for permission to appeal the NTA ru l ing 
a l lowing CP to abandon the CAR were 
rejected i n Apr i l . Other legal avenues are 
being examined by the objectors, w h i c h 
include the Saint J o h n Port Corporat ion. 

The NTA has ruled that CP is ineligible to 
receive a $13 .5 -mi l l i on rebate for its losses i n 
runn ing the C A R after abandonment was 
approved. The NTA decided that the CAR is a 
m a i n l ine, and that only smal l sections can 
be classified as branch lines. 
—Financial Post, Journal of Commerce, Globe and Mail 

O T H E R E A S T E R N SALES 
CP has fi led notice w i t h the NTA that i t has 
reached a n agreement to sel l the Domin i on 

At lant ic Railway. The new rai lway w f l l be 
operated as the Windsor and Hantsport 
Railway. CP is also i n the f inal stages of 
negotiations for the sale of its Lyndonvi l le 
Subdivis ion, from Newport to WeUs River; 
Vermont, and is considering proposals from a 
number of companies to take over the Saint-
Gabriel Subdiv is ion between Jol iette and 
Lanoraie (seven miles) i n Quebec. 

T O R O N T O C O A L TRAINS 
CP ran at least two coal trains through Nor
thern Ontario to Toronto during the month of 
Apr i l . The coal was being shipped from Line 
Creek i n A b e r t a to Zugg Island, Mich igan , 
for Nat ional Steel Corporation. The first t ra in 
had 45 cars of coal a long w i t h 37 miscel
laneous cars for Toronto on Aprf l 10. The 
coal cars were dropped at Lambton Yard 
where they departed the next morning to 
CSXT i n Detroit. CSXT handled the coal to 
the Delray Cormecting Rai l road for delivery to 
Nat iona l Steel. The second train, on Apr i l 17, 
contained 64 cars and operated to Toronto 
Yard because Lambton was too congested. 

These trains are being handled through 
Ontario instead of Chicago because of traffic 
bottlenecks i n Chicago and on the CSXT l ine 
between Detroit and Chicago. 

A B A N D O N M E N T A P P L I C A T I O N 
Notice of intent was filed w i th the NTA on 
M a r c h 30 to abandon the St. Mary 's Subdiv i 
s ion between St. Mary's and Zorra, Ontario. 
The l ine is used usual ly twice a week by one 
of the road switchers from Woodstock. Last 
year, the l ine averaged less than five cars per 
week i n and out of St. Mary's. 

A N G U S H A L F S O L D 
CP is preparing to sel l hal f of the remaining 
former Angus Shops to a communi ty group 
that is going to tu rn it into an industr ia l 
park. The Rosemont Petite-Patrie Communi ty 
Economic Development Corp. has offered CP 
$10-mi l l i on , and both parties expect to come 
to a n agreement i n the next few weeks. Up to 
2000 people w i l l be employed i n the new 
industr ia l park, wh i ch may also provide more 
customers for CP. 

Angus Shops, w h i c h closed i n 1992, have 
been used for a number of different things, 
inc lud ing auto auctions and by the Cirque de 
Sole i l performing group. Tl/ere was a possibi l 
ity that the Cirque wou ld remain at Angus, 
but costs to remove contaminated so i l were 
too excessive for the group. 

—Montreal Gazette via Jacques Messier 

S H O R T S 
The Bridge Line Div is ion suffered a washout 

at Port Henry, New York, on Apr i l 29 . 
Amtrak service between Montrea l and A b a n y 
was cancelled. • H H - U S achieved the best 
on-time performance for Amtrak trains for 
last year, w i t h 87.9 percent of the trains on 
t ime. • CP and the City of Cote-Saint-Luc 
have signed an agreement to provide four 
new exits through level crossings i n the CP 
yard i n case an emergency requires evacu
at ion of the city. —£ C. Schroeder, The Suburban 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
F L O O D S DISRUPT SERVICE 

Flooding and ice jams i n many rivers i n New 
Brunswick and eastern Quebec, particularly 
i n the Matapedia Valley, disrupted C N and 
VIA service i n Apr i l . O n Saturday, Apr i l 16, 
1994 at 23 :50 , h igh water was reported in 
the Restigouche and Matapedia rivers, caus
ing water problems at Mile- 13.25, near 
Matapedia, and between Mi les 28 and 30, 
near Glen Emma , on the C N Mont -Jo l i Subdi
v is ion. VTA sent its passengers by bus from 
M o n t J o l i . A 66-foot-long steel bridge at M i l e 
19.5, near Clark Brook, was moved 30 feet 
by ice and h igh wateg pushing i t against a 
highway bridge. 

O n the Napadogan Subdivision, high 
water was reported at M i l e 126, near J u n i -
pe:i; due to a b locked culvert. C N Trains 
130-15, 132-15, and 307-16 were al lowed 
through the area at m a x i m u m speed of 
5 m.p.h. After the trains passed, a two-hour 
work block was issued to correct the situ
at ion. Train 310-16 was also delayed by the 
problem. 

The Sherbrooke Subdiv is ion between 
R i chmond and Windsoi ; roughly Mfles 61 to 
71 , was i n danger of being flooded w i th 
water from the Saint-Frangois River. The 
water level i n the river increased at a rate of 
four inches per houi ; r ising two feet over
night. As a precaution, a dike was con
structed across the right of way at Mfle 
71 .25. C N Train 394-16 and VIA Train 11-17 
were delayed. 

The next day, Ap r i l 17, 211oaded ballast 
cars were placed on the bridge at M i l e 12.3 
on the Mont -Jo l i Subdiv is ion to secure the 
bridge. V IA Train 16-16 and C N Train 312-16 
were delayed. 

V IA Trains 16 and 17, the Chaleur, were 
replaced by buses between Mont -Jo l i and 
Gaspe beginning Apr i l 18, and the Ocean was 
diverted through Edmimdston, over the C N 
Pelletier and Napadogan subdivisions. VIA 
service returned to normal on Apr i l 25 . 

—Art Clowes and Tom Box 
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L O C O M O T I V E S T O BE R E C O V E R E D 
The mtinic ipal i ty o f Nak ina , Ontario, has 
asked C N to remove ra i lway equipment, 
inc lud ing four locomotives, that fel l into 
Green Lake i n 1992 at a track washout. 
Nak ina is concerned about the qual i ty of its 
dr ink ing water. 

C N is paying more than $350 000 to a 
diving company to remove the locomotives 
(GP40-2 9588, SD40-2 5278, and C630Ms 
2007 and 2005 ) , a flat cai ; and several 
pieces of pipe. The locomotives w i l l be lifted 
to the edge of the lake w i t h f lotat ion devices 
and then cut up and hauled away for scrap. 

A washout on J u l y 19, 1992, caused a 
freight t ra in to plunge into the lake, k iUing 
two crew members. The locomotives were 
thought to be bur ied i n silt, but a n under
water inspect ion conducted after the water 
level had dropped five feet fotmd that the 
units were resting o n the bo t tom of the lake. 

—Thunder Bay Times-News via David Scott 

C A P R E O L SHOPS T O C L O S E 
C N has to ld Capreol t own co imc i l that it 
plans to close the shops i n Capreol, putt ing 
about 75 people out of work, unless a private 
buyer is found. A C N official said that the 
rai lway operates five shops and only needs 
three. In total , C N employs 300 people at 
Capreol. Loca l pol i t ic ians are hop ing to con
vince Pr ime Min is ter Chretien to overtt im 
CN's decision about the closure and stop its 
proposed merger of operations i n the east 
w i t h CP. The other shop to be closed is i n 
Prince George. 

D E R A I L M E N T 
Three crew members were injured, two of 
them seriously, after a t ra in derailed at 13:15 
on Apr i l 25 , nor th of Nip igon, Ontario. 

The accident occurred at M i l e 89.6 on 
the K i n g h o m Subdivis ion, w h e n Winnipeg to 
Toronto Train 336 h i t a hole i n a section of 
track at Orient Bay o n Lake Nip igon. The two 
locomotives, SD40s 5163 and 5107 , fel l into 
the hole and became part ia l ly buried, and the 
first 15 cars o f the 72-car t ra in derailed. It 
took nearly two hours to rescue a l l of the 
crew members, who were taken by air ambu
lance to Thunder Bay hospital . One was later 
f lown to a Toronto hospita l for surgery u n 
available i n Thunder Bay. 

A n estimated 3000 gallons of fuel leaked 
from one engine's fuel tank, of w h i c h 1600 
gallons had been recovered by the fo l lowing 
Saturday. Clean-up crews are optimist ic that 
a l l spi l led fuel w i l l be recovered, a ided by ice 
s t i l l covering the lake. The remain ing fuel 
and c iankcase o i l i n the locomotives was 
drained to prevent any further contaminat ion 
of the environment. There was 300 feet of 
track damaged i n the derailment, and the 
only commodi ty involved was rmbleached 
paper rol ls. 

The Winn ipeg auxi l iary crane was dis

patched for the clean-up, w h i c h was ham
pered by the terrain i n wh i ch the accident 
occurred. Crews could only work from the 
west end of the derailment because the 
ground was too soft at the east end. B y late 
i n the day on M a y 1, the last car was cleared 
to the side of the right of way, but the loco
motives were st i l l i n place. The l ine was 
expected to be reopened by M a y 6, and i n the 
inter im, traffic, normal ly two freight trains 
per day, was detoured over CP track. 

SARNIA OPERATIONS 
C N is p lanning to mothbal l one of its ferries 
at Samia , shifting the larger traffic through 
the expanded tube of the Detroit River Tun
nel . The diverted traffic w i l l use the C N Caso 
Subdiv is ion and then the GTW M o u n t 
Clemens Subdiv is ion back to Port Huron . In 
turn, C N is p lanning to reroute Trains 382 
and 383 (Toronto-F la t Rock, M ich i gan v ia 
Windsor) through Samia , and they wou ld 
also use the M o u n t Clemens Subdivis ion from 
Port Huron to Detroit. 

ATCS D E M O TRAINS 
C N operated a number of ATCS demonstra
t i on trains from Toronto to the Brantford 
area i n the first two weeks of Apr i l , for vari
ous government and industry officials. The 
tra in, usual ly powered by GP40-2 9631 or 
9565, consisted of inspection cars Sandford 

Fleming, Coureur des Bois, and Car 94. It 
operated each day from M a c M i l l a n Yard, east 
on the York Subdiv is ion to the Bala Subdivi
s ion, and then south to Un ion Stat ion to pick 
up passengers before cont inuing on to Brant
ford. At Brantford, the motive power switched 
ends and took the t ra in to Garnet on the 
HageisviUe Subdiv is ion for the demonstra
t ion. The reverse route was used back to 
Toronto. -Dove Stremes and Phil Hall 

F O N T H I L L SPUR A B A N D O N M E N T 
There have been no objections to CN's appl i 
cat ion to abandon a 5.6-mile segment of the 
Fonth i l l Spur on the Thoro ld Subdiv is ion i n 
Ontario. This l ine carried CN's last inter-

' urban electric rai lway unt i l 1959. Once 
approval is received for abandonment, the 
l ine wf l l be offered for sale to the Ontario 
govemment and then to loca l munic ipa l 
ities. —Finandat Post 

^ SHORTS 
C N has called for bids to dismantle and 
remove ra i l , ties, turnouts, and other track 
mater ia l f rom the second m a i n track of the 
Caso Subdiv is ion from Mfle 19.47 (near 
Hewitt ) to M i l e 168.33 (near Fargo). The 
Caso is for the most part now single track. _^ 
O n the weekend of Aprf l 23 and 24, someone 
bombed a C N signal b imga low at Gloucester 
Junct ion on the Newcastle Subdiv is ion i n 
New Brunswick. This explosion was the 
fourth bombing or attempted bombing i n four 
weeks i n the province. 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
N E W T IMETABLE 

A new V IA timetable came into effect on 
Sunday, Aprf l 24 . There were very few 
changes f rom the winter timetable, but 
budget cuts corfld mean that the next time
table w i l l have many fewer trains. 
• Qu&hec-Montr&ai - Train 23 runs six m in 
utes slower and Train 22 runs five minutes 
faster. 
• Ottawa-Toronto - Train 43 leaves Ottawa 
five minutes later. A m o s t a l l trains run seven 
minutes slower; Train 43 runs six minutes 
slower and Train 44 two minutes slower. 
This is padding added to the schedules to 
al low for summert ime track work, and the 
extra t ime is i n most cases added between 
the last two stations. 
• Montr&ai—Toronto — Mos t trains are 10 
minutes slower; Trains 66 and 67 are 
unchanged. Train 61 is eight minutes slowei; 
and Trains 68 and 69 five minutes slower. 
Again, this is padding, usual ly added between 
Gui ldwood and Toronto westbound and 
between Dorva l and Mont rea l eastbound. 
• Toronto-Windsor - Train 79 leaves 
Toronto 2 0 minutes earlier. Train 72 leaves 
Windsor 2 0 minutes earlier and Train 76 five 
minutes earlier. A l trains run five minutes 
slowei; to a l l ow for track work. 
• Toronto—Samia — Train 89 leaves Toronto 
20 minutes earl ier and runs 10 minutes 
slower. Train 689 and Train 88 also run 10 
minutes slower. 
• Toronto -Niagara Fails - Train 92 runs 40 
minutes later; this wf l l a l low connections 
from the new Amtrak Niagara Rainbow over
night t ra in f rom N e w York (see the separate 
news i tem be low) . Train 98 leaves Niagara 
Falls 45 minutes earlier and runs five minutes 
faster to Toronto. 

The appearance o f the t imetable is basi
cally the same as that i n use since January 
1992, except that there are no longer fold-
out pages i n the inside covers, and i n a new 
departure, the back cover has been used for 
advertising. —Tom Box 

VIA W A N T S HIGH-SPEED T R A I N 
The cha i rman of V IA has asked the federal 
govemment to help bu i l d a high-speed tra in 
service between Windsor and Quebec City for 
VIA to operate. Mar c LeFrangois to ld a large 
business audience that the trains V IA now 
operates w i l l never lure travellers back from 
cars and airplanes. 

V IA carries one percent of a l l intercity 
traffic i n Canada, but i t has a larger 13 
percent share on VIA's busiest l ine between 
Montrea l and Toronto. Studies conducted by 
VIA since 1981 have suggested that trains 
could w i n back passengers i f the service were 
fast, comfortable, and reliable. Constmct ion 
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and ro l l ing stock w o u l d cost $8.5-bil ] ion over 
10 years, after w h i c h the service w o u l d be 
profitable, V IA calculates. 

V IA says the high-speed l ine should be 
bui l t by private interests, but Ottawa must 
also continue to provide subsidies for 25 
years. The provinces of Quebec and Ontario 
w o u l d each need to contribute $75-miI l ion a 
year for 10 years to bu i ld overpasses and 
underpasses separating the high-speed ra i l 
way from highways. This is equivalent to less 
than two percent of the provinces' transporta
t i on budgets. 

In its proposal, V IA has opted for T G V 
technology, w h i c h cou ld go between Mont 
real and Toronto i n two hours and 2 0 m i n 
utes, compared w i t h the current t ime of four 
hours. Fares w o u l d also be about 30 percent 
higher. —Financial Post 

N E W A M T R A K T R A I N 
The Niagara Rainbow, a n Amtrak overnight 
t ra in f rom New York to Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, w i l l start operating June 17. The 
tra in w i l l operate f rom New York as Train 65 
on Fridays and Saturdays, departing at 22 :30 
and arr iv ing at Niagara Falls at 07:15 the 
next morn ing for a connect ion w i t h V IA Train 
92 at 08 :30 for Toronto. The return t ra in 
connects w i t h V IA Train 95 and departs from 
Niagara Falls as Train 62 at 20 :45 on Satur
days and Sundays, arr iv ing back to New York 
at 07:45 the next morning. The cost of a 
round trip ranges from a special price of $58 
(U.S.) to the regular price of $170 (U.S.). 

STCUM 
D E U X M O N T A G N E S W O R K 

The Deux-Montagnes commuter l ine i n Mont 
real w i l l be shut down again this summer as 
part of the line's overhaul and expansion. 
Service w i l l be provided as fol lows: 

• Aprii 9 to May d - No weekend service 
between Roxboro and Deux-Montagnes. 
• May 7 to June 12 - No weekend service at 
a l l . Regular weekday service. 
• June 13 to June 26 - Weekday rush-hour 
service only. 
• June 27 to August 28 — No service. 
• August 29 to September 18 - Weekday rush-
hour service only. 
• September 19 to October 30 - No weekend 
service at a l l . Regular weekday service. 
• October 31 - F u l l service resumes. 
A s imi lar service shutdown is p lanned for the 
summer of 1995, after w h i c h there should be 
entirely new ro l l ing stock i n service. 

Work that was done i n 1993 inc luded: 
• Track rebuilt (100 po imd jo inted ra i l 
replaced w i t h 115 pound CWR) from Deux-
Montagnes to a point just nor th of Vertu. 
• V iaduct at Grenet (just south of Val-Royal) 
rebuilt . 
• Portal Heights and Mont -Roya l stations 
rebuilt (new drainage systems instal led. 

platforms repaved, plat form lengthened at 
Portal Heights, shelters instal led on the 
platforms). 

Work that is to be done i n 1994 includes: 
• Restoration of the track between Val-Royal 
and Central Station, inc luding the Mont -
Roya l turmel . 
• Renovat ion of the Laurentian Boulevard 
viaduct (just west of Val-Royal) . 
• Rebui ld the Roxboro station. 
• Construct a new electric power substation. 
* Install new catenary supports. 
• Bu i l d new ro l l ing stock (58 cars, 29 of 
w h i c h are self-propelled). 

Work that w i l l be done i n 1995 : 
• Rebui ld other stations. 
• Renovate Central Stat ion facilities. 
• Install new signall ing (CTC) and power 
systems (change from 2400 V DC to 25 Kv 
AC ) . 
• Test new ro l l ing stock. 

Once the work has been completed at the 
end of the summer of 1995, travel t ime wf l l 
be reduced, i n a l l cases, by approximately 50 
percent. 

A new timetable came into effect on 
Sunday, Ap r i l 24 . Two evening rush-hour 
trains to Val-Royal wh i ch were cancelled on 
December 6 are reinstated. These are Train 
915 (17:35 departure from Central Station) 
and Train 917 (18:15 departure). Because of 
the return of Train 917, the departure t ime of 
Train 951 to Deux-Montagnes was changed 
from 18:20 to 18:30. 

Diesel units that were used through the 
winter to assist the electric units i n providing 
a reliable service have a l l been discontinued. 
W h e n the diesel service began. Trains 915 
and 917 were cancelled. The afternoon rush-
hour short-turn trains to Val-Royal are now 
six cars long, as opposed to the four-car 
trains that operated before December. 

The other b ig change is that almost a l l of 
the deadheads, northbound before and during 
the morn ing rush houg and southbound 
dur ing and after the evening rush hom; are 
being converted to revenue service. The only 
remaining deadhead w i l l be Tra in 946 f rom 
Deux-Montagnes to Montrea l , wh i ch is the 
return trip of Train 945. 

Train 929 does not accept passengers 
be tween Sainte-Dorothee a n d Deux-
Montagnes, and Train 931 does not accept 
passengers between Val-Royal and Roxboro. 
These two trains used to run as a single 
deadhead from Central to Roxboro, where it 
split i n two, w i t h one section cont inuing to 
Deux-Montagnes and the other returning 
downtown. There are now two separate 
trains for the entire northbound run . 

There are now 28 departures and 27 
arrivals dai ly at Montrea l on weekdays. F r om 
Central Station, nine trains go to Val-Royal, 
two to Roxboro, and 17 to Deux-Montagnes. 

— T o m B o x and Marc Dufour 

OTHER RAILWAYS 
Q N S & L L O C K O U T 

Employees o n the Quebec Nor th Shore and 
Labrador Ra i lway have been locked out of 
work since the end of February. Employees 
and their famflies marched i n the streets of 
Sept-Iles, ca l l ing for the Iron Ore Company of 
Canada to return to the negotiating table i n 
Apr i l . Workers said they are w i l l i ng to return 
to work i f the lockout ends, but IOC refused 
unt i l the workers took a secret vote on the 
company's last proposal . 

Since the strike began, there have been 
two open votes on the mot ion of a secret 
ballot, and bo th times the mot ion failed. A 
sma l l group of employees persisted, howevei; 
and a secret vote was held on Aprfl 28 wh i ch 
resulted i n another "No . " The two sides have 
asked a mediator to step in . — Le Soiei! 

C S X T A B A N D O N M E N T APPL ICAT ION 
CSX Transportation has filed its notice of 
intent w i t h the NTA to abandon its Blenheim 
Subdiv is ion between Oldcastle and Harrow, 
Ontario, the last of its track i n Essex County. 
The tracks between Harrow and Ruthven are 
already removed and CSXT appl ied i n M a r c h 
to abandon the l ine from Blenhe im to Ruth
ven. The l ine between Oldcastle and Harrow 
has not been used since 1991 when it was 
disconnected from the rest of the CSXT track 
through other abandonments or sales. Even 
at that t ime, there were no customers on that 
section of the l ine. The B lenhe im Subdivis ion 
between Harrow and A m e r was abandoned i n 
1991, and the tracks to Ruthven were aban
doned a year later. C N also purchased CSXTs 
track from Walkervi l le to Oldcastle and track 
through Leamington i n 1991, leaving the 
track to Harrow isolated from the rest of 
CSXT. -Windsor Star 

C B & C N S DERA ILMENTS 
The Cape Breton and Central Nova Scotia 
suffered three derailments i n a four-day 
period i n Apr i l . 

O n the evening of Ap r i l 2, a train 
travel l ing through the Stel larton yard h i t a 
frost-swollen switch and derailed. The 
derailed cars were carrying 90-toime steel 
ingots, w h i c h made clean-up slow due to the 
weight of the cargo. 

O n A p r i l 4, two trains side-swiped one 
another around 02:00 just west of the Bridge 
Street crossing i n Stel larton. The trains were 
travel l ing in opposite directions when cars on 
the two trains touched, result ing i n two 
empty cars derai l ing. The l ine was reopened 
later that night. 

The th i rd derai lment was caused by a 
frost-related track failure on Apr i l 5 near 
Westville. Two cars carrying caustic soda and 
carbon black to M i che l i n Tire i n Granton 
derailed. —Montreal Gazette via David Scott 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC 
D E R A I L M E N T A T SPIRAL T U N N E L S 

O n Apr i l 18, there was a major derai lment at 
the upper end o f the upper Sp i ra l Tunnel, 
east of F ie ld . Over a dozen loaded potash 
cars at the rear of the t ra in left the track. It 
appears that a brake bar posit ioned hor izon
tal ly between brake shoes o n a truck failed 
and caught against the track, causing it to 
spread and the cars to derai l . O n Apr i l 23 , 
there were s t i l l two cars stuck i n the tunnel . 
Potash was being transferred from the stuck 
cars to other cars so that they could be 
moved. For the six days that the tunne l was 
closed, trains were detoured from Calgary 
either through Golden v ia Lethbridge and 
Cranbrook or through Edmonton and Kam-
loops on the C N m a i n l ine. The first train 
through the tunnel after the derai lment was 
Extra 5619 East, w h i c h left F ie ld at 15:15 on 
Apr i l 24 . -Carl Schnurr, Kevin Fletcher, 

6 . A Keay, Jacques Messier, Vancouver Province 

V A N C O U V E R C O M M U T E R TRAINS 
The Vancouver Province has publ ished news 
that the B.C. govemment and CP R a i l are 
close to a deal that w i l l see double-decker 
commuter trains m i m i n g between Vancouver 
and its northeast suburbs. Technical details 
such as track improvements are st i l l being 
negotiated, but these talks should be com
pleted w i th in a few weeks. Glen Clark, minis
ter responsible for BC Transit, said "It looks 
right now l ike i f l l be CPR crews (mnn ing the 
trains) and BC Transit w i l l do the t icket ing 
and stations." 

The proposal calls for five trains each 
moming , 15 minutes apart, to m n to down
town Vancouver from Miss ion , 64 k m east, 
w i th stops at Haney, Pit t Meadows, Port 
Coquit lam, Coqui t lam, and Port Moody. In 
the af temoon, the trains w o u l d run i n the 
opposite direct ion. The ride f rom Miss i on to 
downtown wou ld take about 75 minutes. 
F r om Coqui t lam, the ride is expected to be 
about 20 minutes faster than the current 55-
minute bus ride to downtown Vancouver. 

Track upgrading w i l l cost as m u c h as 
$65-mi l l i on and BC Transit w i l l also have to 
spend up to $28 -m i l l i on for stations and 
parking lots. Taxes and interest charges w i l l 
push the tota l capital costs as h igh as $103-

mi l l i on . Bus fares f rom Coqui t lam to down
t own Vancouver are $3.00. Proposed fares for 
commuter ra i l wou ld be $4.00. Clark said the 
new service w iU attract new business riders 
who don't want to ride buses. 

C A L G A R Y C O M M U T E R TRAINS? 
In order to relieve transportation problems 
for the south end of the city the Calgary 
Transportation Author i ty and the City of 
Calgary are looking into la imching a t ra in 
connecting the Anderson LRT station to 
162nd Avenue and potential ly m n n i n g a l l the 
way south to Okotoks. The tra in wou ld m n 
on CP Ra i l tracks, wh i ch are now i n moder
ate use for freight, using one or two VIA cars 
w i t h capacity for more than 100 passengers 
each. Negotiations are under way w i t h both 
companies. The rush-hour only t ra in wou ld 
run for six months to see what ridership 
there wou ld be. 

Possible stops are at 146th Avenue, 
where the city plans to eventually bu i ld its 
Midnapore C-Train station, and at 162nd 
Avenue, the site of the planned Shawnessy 
station. The south leg of the city's C-Train 
system now ends at the Anderson station, just 
north of Anderson Road and west of Mac leod 
Trai l . -Calgary Herald 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
S U M M E R T IMETABLE 

The summer timetable for the E & N has been 
changed for Friday evenings and Saturdays. 
The northbound Friday 18:00 trip has been 
cancelled, and Saturday service between 
Victor ia and Courtenay w i l l be the same as 
weekday service, leaving Victor ia at 08:15 
and Courtenay at 13:15. O n Sunday, Train 
199 leaves Victor ia at 12:00 and Train 198 
leaves Courtenay at 17:15 - as on the winter 
ski-train service. Restoration of ful l Saturday 
service should stimulate tourist trips during 
the summer. 

Sma l l changes have been made i n the 
times of the Canadian. Times at various 
intermediate points may vary from the previ
ous t imetable by five to ten minutes, but 
Toronto and Vancouver times are unchanged 
for Train 1. Train 2 arrives i n Toronto 10 
minutes later than before. Wai t ing rooms are 
now shown as being provided at Redditt, 
Evansburg, Valemount, Blue Rivei ; Clear-
watei; Ashcroft, Boston Bai ; and Hope, as 
we l l as the places that previously had wa i t ing 
rooms. 

There were no changes to times for the 
services i n northern Mani toba, but wa i t ing 
rooms are now listed at Plumas, Gilbert 
Plains, and Grandview. There were also no 
changes to the schedule of the Skeena, but 
the lack of checked baggage service has been 
highlighted, and ferry connections are now 
shown at Prince Rupert for Port Hardy and 
Skagway. - G S , Tom Box 

PRIVATISATION P R O P O S A L 
Rai lex Inc. of Fr iday Harbor; Washington, has 
asked Transport Canada to a l low i t to negoti
ate w i t h V IA to purchase VIAs ro l l ing stock, 
inventories, and schedules i n the four western 
provinces. Their condit ion is that V IA lay off 
a l l its employees west of Winnipeg so that 
Rai lex could hire back those it wanted, w i th 
no un ion cards. Rai lex wou ld retain the right 
to resell marg ina l services to th i rd parties. 

"The federal govemment wou ld be inter
ested i n any proposal from a provincial gov
emment or any other par t y " Transport 
Canada spokesman Rene Mercier said. He 
said the department needs more details on 
the offer. Merc ier also w a m e d that i n con
sidering privatisation, the govemment wou ld 
be concemed about the impact on services 
and implicat ions such as employment. 

M a l c o l m Andrews of V IA said that as far 
as he knows there are no plans to sell off any 
part of the company. Lome Bradley, a 
Vancouver businessman speaking for Railex, 
said that Min is ter of Transport Douglas 
Young has not responded to his letter sent i n 
mid-March. Bradley said Rai lex wou ld cut or 
sell any lines that didn't draw enough passen
gers and concentrate on tourist trains 
through the mountains between Vancouver 
and Calgary and Edmonton, 

In a related story, the Vancouver Sun 

reported that the people of Smithers, B.C. are 
concemed that the Skeena w i l l be taken off 
when V IA service cutbacks occu^ possibly 
later this year. A m m o u r i n Smithers is that 
the l ine could be taken over by Amtrak or a 
private-sector Amer i can operator; to keep the 
tourist connect ion w i t h the ferries sail ing out 
of Prince Rupert to A laska . 

-Globe and Mai! via Rick Jelfs; Montreal Gazette; 

Victoria Times-Colonist; Vancouver Sun 

TOURIST RAILWAYS 
K E T T L E V A L L E Y RAILWAY 

B.C. Minister of Tour ism B i l l Barlee said on 
Apr i l 29 that the govemment is negotiating 
w i th CP Ra i l to acquire 16 k m of the Kettle 
Valley Rai lway between Penticton and Sum-
merland. Barlee said a 1924 Shay used 60 
years ago i n the Cowichan Valley w i l l operate 
on the l ine after being restored by the B.C. 
Forest M u s e u m near Drmcan. The Kettle 
Valley Heritage Society w i l l operate the 
service, starting some rime i n 1995. 

The Shay is Mayo Lumber No . 3, donated 
to the Forest M u s e u m w i t h the proviso that 
it be kept i n the Cowichan Valley of 
Vancouver Island, where i t last served com
mercially. Volunteers associated w i th the 
museum and restoration of the locomotive 
are angered at the suggestion of the locomo
tive leaving Vancouver Island, and have 
pledged "massive opposit ion" to removal of 
No. 3. —Victoria Times-Colonist. Patrick Hind 
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John Carter 
126 Wi l low Avenue 

Toronto, Ontario M4E 3K3 
E-Mail: 72l23.563@compuserve.com 

DIESEL DIVISION ORDERS 
The table be low is a list of the orders that 
G M Diesel Div is ion completed during 1993, 
and a current l ist of work they are imdertak-
ing this year. The list only covers work i n the 
first hal f of the year; watch i n this co lumn for 
news of further orders. 

In some places, this list differs f rom the 
informat ion i n the World Locomotive Orders 

1992-1993 i n last month's Baii and Transit. 

Where the two are different, this table should 
be considered correct. 

DIESEL DIVISION N E W S 
G M continues to deliver new Burl ington 
Northern SD70MAC s . Wh i l e the majority of 
them are be ing painted pr ior to delivery v ia 
C N , some are leaving the plant i n pr imer and 
are being shipped by CP to V M V at Paducah, 
Kentucky, for paint ing, pr ior to delivery. 

A lso being deKvered through Apr i l were 
the S R A GT46C'WMs. These units are moving 
over CP through Toronto to Vancouver 
Wharf, for shipment to Austral ia . SRA 9 0 0 9 -
9011 and 9014 departed f rom London on 

GM DIESEL DIVISION, LONDON - SUMMARY OF LOCOMOTIVE ORDERS FOR 1993-94 
C o n t r a c t Q t y M o d e l S e r i a l s C u s t o m e r N u m b e r s D e l i v e r y N o t e s 

9 0 8 7 3 7 

C 7 3 7 
10 G U 2 L C - 2 9 0 8 7 3 7 . 1 - 1 0 

C F M 

Mozambique 
D 3 0 I - D 3 I O A u g 1 9 9 3 

• R e d , w h i t e , a n d y e l l o w , m e t r e - g a u g e 

• C o m p l e t e d j u n - J u l 1 9 9 3 , s h i p p e d b y C N i n A u g 1 9 9 3 

9 0 8 7 3 8 

C 7 3 8 
6 S D L 4 0 - 2 9 0 8 7 3 8 . 1 - 6 

S N I M 

Mauritania 
C 1 I I - C I 1 6 S e p 1 9 9 3 • L i g h t b l u e a n d c r e a m 

9 0 8 7 5 0 
C 7 5 0 

8 G L 1 8 B 9 0 8 7 5 0 . 1 - 8 
S N T F 

Algeria 
0 4 0 . D H 0 6 - 1 3 Ju l 1 9 9 3 

• O n e p a r t o f a t h r e e - p a r t o r d e r f o r 1 9 9 2 - 9 6 d e l i v e r y 
• T e s t e d i n A u g 1 9 9 3 , s h i p p e d b y C N i n S e p 1 9 9 3 

9 1 6 2 1 8 
C 2 I 8 

6 S D 7 0 9 I 6 2 I 8 . I - 6 N S 2 5 0 1 - 2 5 0 6 A p r 1 9 9 3 • O r i g i n a l l y a n o r d e r f o r f o u r 

9 1 6 2 4 6 
C 2 4 6 

3 0 S D 6 0 M 9 1 6 2 4 6 . 1 - 3 0 C o n r a i l 5 5 0 0 - 5 5 2 9 D e c 9 2 - F e b 9 3 • C o n r a i l Q u a l i t y l o g o 

9 2 6 3 3 0 
C 3 3 0 

1 4 S D 6 0 M - I C E 9 2 6 3 3 0 . 1 - 1 4 C o n r a i l 5 5 3 0 - 5 5 4 3 F e b - A p r 1 9 9 3 • I n t e g r a t e d c a b e l e c t r o n i c s a n d m I c r o - a I r b r a k e s 

9 2 6 3 3 1 
C 3 3 I 

1 S D 6 0 M - I 9 2 6 3 3 1 . 0 ! C o n r a i l 5 5 4 4 A p r 1 9 9 3 • I s o l a t e d c a b 

9 2 6 3 3 5 

C 3 3 5 
7 5 S D 7 0 M A C 9 2 6 3 3 5 . 1 - 7 5 B N 9 4 0 0 - 9 4 7 4 N o v 1 9 9 3 -

• O r i g i n a l o r d e r f o r 10 
• T o t a l I n c r e a s e d t o 3 5 0 - D D ' s l a r g e s t o r d e r 

9 2 6 3 4 5 
C 3 4 5 

4 F 5 9 P H 9 2 6 3 4 5 . 1 - 4 
S C R R A 

M e t r o l i n k 
8 7 0 - 8 7 3 A p r 1 9 9 3 • A n o p t i o n a l i n c r e a s e t o O r d e r 9 0 6 1 2 8 

9 3 6 4 2 8 

C 4 2 8 
2 5 G P 6 0 9 3 6 4 2 8 . 1 - 2 5 S P 9 7 7 0 - 9 7 9 4 N o v 9 3 - F e b 9 4 

9 3 6 4 3 2 
C 4 3 2 

2 5 S D 7 0 9 3 6 4 3 2 . 1 - 2 5 N S 2 5 0 7 - 2 5 3 1 N o v - D e c 1 9 9 3 

9 1 8 2 6 6 
C 2 6 6 

31 G T 4 6 C W M 9 1 8 2 6 6 . 1 - 3 1 
S R A 

Australia 
9 0 0 0 - 9 0 3 0 A p r 1 9 9 4 -

• D a r k b l u e 
• N u m b e r s o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d a s 9 3 0 1 — 9 3 3 1 

9 1 8 2 7 3 

C 2 7 3 
1 

J T 2 6 C W - S S 

( C l a s s 5 9 ) 

9 1 8 2 7 3 - 0 ! N P 

UK 
5 9 . 2 0 1 J a n 1 9 9 4 

• N a t i o n a l P o w e r 

• B l u e , g r e y , a n d y e l l o w 

9 2 6 3 3 9 
C 3 3 9 

9 F 5 9 P H M - I C a l t r a n s 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 9 
F o r 

M a y - j u l 1 9 9 4 
• T o b e b u i l t w i t h l i g h t w e i g h t , s t r e a m l i n e d s h e l l 

9 2 6 3 5 4 
C 3 5 4 

7 F 5 9 P H - 2 9 2 6 3 5 4 . 1 - 7 . C O T r a n s i t 5 6 2 - 5 6 8 A p r 1 9 9 4 
• F i r s t C a n a d i a n o r d e r u n d e r t h e C M L o c o m o t i v e 

C r o u p n a m e ; A - s e r l e s s e r i a l n u m b e r s n o t u s e d . 

9 2 8 3 0 3 
C 3 0 3 

10 J T 4 2 H C W 
IE 

keiand 
0 9 1 . 2 0 1 - 2 1 0 

F o r 
M a r - M a y 1 9 9 4 

• l a r n r o d E i r e a n n ( I r ish Ra i l ) 

9 2 8 7 9 3 

C 7 9 3 
8 S D 3 8 - 2 T C 

C M C 

Venezuela 
1 0 4 4 - 1 0 5 1 

F o r 
A p r - M a y 1 9 9 4 

• O r i n o c o M i n i n g C o . 

9 3 6 4 3 3 

C 4 3 3 
2 5 S D 7 0 N S 2 5 3 2 - 2 5 5 6 

F o r 

A p r - J u n 1 9 9 4 

9 3 6 4 3 8 
C 4 3 8 

2 5 S D 7 0 M S P 9 8 0 0 - 9 8 2 4 
F o r 

M a y - J u n 1 9 9 4 

9 3 6 4 5 5 
C 4 5 5 

7 5 S D 7 0 M A C B N . 9 4 7 5 - 9 5 4 9 
F o r 

M a y - j u l 1 9 9 4 
• T h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e o r d e r f o r 3 5 0 

9 4 6 5 0 1 

C 5 0 I 
21 S D 8 0 M A C C o n r a i l 

F o r 
A p r - M a y 1 9 9 5 

• R e p l a c e d a n o r d e r f o r 2 6 C P 6 0 M - I a n d 4 S D 7 0 M A C 

—Compiled by Don McQueen 
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Train 504-20 ; 9 0 1 6 - 9 0 1 8 left o n Train 504-
25 and then headed west o n Tra in 409-28 ; 
and 9015 and 9019 left London on Train 
510-27. 

G M has also been shipping GO Transit's 
new F59PHS. GO 5 6 2 - 5 6 4 arrived i n 
Toronto on A p r i l 6, and 565 and 566 fol
lowed on A p r i l 2 3 . Soon to fo l low f rom G M 
are Southern Pacific SD70s 9 8 0 0 - 9 8 2 4 . 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
S IX -AXLE MLWs 

As of A p r i l SOth, 2 0 of the briefly-retired six-
axle M L W units h a d been returned to service: 
C630M 4503 
M630s 4555 4563 4573 
C636s . . . 4 7 0 4 4709 4715 4730 4738 4743 

4706 4712 4716 4734 4739 
4707 4713 4723 4736 4740 

C636 4743 is the most wel l-travel led of the 
re-activated units, hav ing made trips to South 
Edmonton o n Train 403 , a n d f rom there to 
Vancouver; returning east o n Train 472-23 . 
After its return east i t headed onto the D&FI 
on Train 556-27. C636 4 7 0 4 had also ven
tured into Alberta, arr iv ing i n Lethbridge on 
Train 971-30, and then heading nor th to 
South Edmonton o n Train 961-02. 

C630S 4 5 5 7 a n d 4559 and C363s 4718 
and 4729 were expected to be placed back i n 
service early i n May. 

LEASED P O W E R 
F rom H e l m Leasing, CP has received H L C X 
GP40 301 (ex-Rock Island) and HATX GP40-
2s 506 , 507, 508, and 509 (ex-Guilford, 
Boston and Ma ine ) . F r o m Precis ion Nat iona l , 
CP has leased seven former M i s sour i Pacific 
SD40-2S. P N C 3011 and 3013 moved east 
from Chicago on Train 504-29 ; P N C 3021 , 
3064, 3065 , and 3107 came o n Train 504-26 
w i t h CP SD40-2S 5754 a n d 5654 ; and 3026 
is yet to come. Other changes to the lease 
fleet: H L C X SD40 3093 was off-lease i n late 
February for engine repair at the Liv ingston 
Rebui ld Centre on Mon tana R a i l L ink ; H L C X 
6200 has replaced H L C X 6100 o n CP. 

QUEBEC NORTH SHORE 
AND LABRADOR 

N E W E Q U I P M E N T DEL IVERED 
Aprf l was a busy mon th for the Q N S & L for 
equipment acquisit ions. O n Apr i l 18, C N 
delivered to Mont rea l Whar f the three new 
GE Dash 8-40CMs, numbers 401 - 4 0 3 (serial 
numbers 4 7 6 3 7 - 4 7 6 3 9 ) . O n Aprf l 2 1 , C N 
delivered Q N S & L SD40-2s 3 0 4 - 3 0 7 , rebui l t 
at A M R A n d , after a f inal test r u n i n Toronto 
on Apr i l 11 , the s ix Budd cars f rom VIA, 
R D C - l s 6101 , 6115, 6121 , and 6125 and 
RDC-2S 6203 and 6218, were moved to 
Montrea l o n Tra in 398-16. A l l of the equip
ment was then be ing made ready for ship
ment to Sept-Iles. 

Scott Haskill 
Ashford Hall, 2520 Bloor Street West #15 

Toronto, Ontario M6S IR8 
E-Mail: 72154.133 I ©compuserve.com 

TORONTO 
W I N T E R W O E S 

Severe winter weather i n Ontario, n ow only 
a memory, had its share of cr ippl ing effects 
on transit. In Toronto, the combinat ion of 
very co ld nights and freezing rain and snow 
caused the TTC to opt for overnight storage 
of subway trains i n the subway trmnels rather 
than i n the open yards on more than 50 
occasions, compared to only hal f a dozen i n 
a no rma l year. 

M a i n l ine storage is init iated when the 
weather forecast calls for temperatures to 
drop be low -16 degrees, or when sleet, ice, or 
a major snow storm is expected. Up to 37 
trains on the Yonge-University-Spadina l ine 
and up to 30 trains on the Bloor-Danforth 
l ine are parked overnight at the platforms of 
underground stations. This begins after the 
last regular trains have finished for the night, 
and requires extra operators to volunteer for 
overtime, to move and park the trains, and to 
operate the buses that p ick up the t ra in crews 
from the stations and return them to the 
carhouse. Early the next moming , more 
volunteers are required to shuttle crews to 
the trains. The effort is costly, but has been 
effective i n reducing the incidences of trains 
fa i l ing w i t h frozen doors or motors early on 
their first tr ip out of the carhouse on a cold, 
icy moming . 

One effect of greater-than-noimal m a i n 
l ine storage that lasts throughout the year is 

. that iriany operators have reached their 
annua l overtime l imits, and this can result i n 
reduced regular bus service, some of w h i c h is 
always operated on overtime. 

C O L D HALTS ISLAND FERRIES 
The weather was also unk ind to transit ser
vice o n the water i n Toronto. For the first 
t ime since 1986, the ferry service to the 
residential community at Ward's Island was 
cancel led for a n extended period. Usual ly the 
passage of the Ongara, the only one of the 
is land ferries to r i m i n the winter; keeps the 
route clear of ice for most of the winteg but 
this year the ice was too thick. 

Instead, the two TTC buses kept on the 
is land and operated by Metro Toronto Parks 
employees were used to shuttle residents 
between Ward's and the Toronto Island 

Airport, where they could cross the Western 
Gap on the Maple City ferry, reputed to be 
the shortest regularly-scheduled ferry trip i n 
the wor ld . 

For many years, the TTC has supplied 
Metro Parks w i t h one or two buses, wh i ch 
are rotated to and f rom Danforth Garage for 
inspections and maintenance. The buses are 
used throughout the year by Metro Parks to 
carry chi ldren to school and employees to the 
water-f i l tration plant. —Metro Miatters 

A P P R O V A L S A N D F U N D I N G 
After m u c h pol i t ick ing, two of the Rap id 
Transit Expansion Projects received the offi
c ia l go-ahead f rom the Metro Toronto 
govemment. 

Four projects had earlier received confir
mat ion of funding from the provincia l govem
ment — the Sheppard subway from Yonge to 
Don M i l l s , the EgHnton subway f rom EgUnton 
West Stat ion to Black Creek Drive, the 
Spadina subway extension to York University, 
and the Scarborough RT extension to 
M a r k h a m and Sheppard - and awaited 
approval of Metro's smaller financial contri
but ion. The mun ic ipa l govemment wanted to 
reduce expenditures i n order to avoid a tax 
increase for 1995, howevei; and had earlier 
decided to spend money o n both a trade 
centre at the Exh ib i t i on grounds and a con
vention centre expansion near the SkyDome. 
This reduced its wflltngness to fund aU four 
rapid transit projects. 

Out of the arm-twist ing and lobbying that 
resulted, just the Sheppard and Egl inton 
projects were voted funds. The provincial 
govemment has mainta ined pressure o n 
Metro to go ahead w i t h the other two Unes, 
and is try ing to arrange for federal infrastruc
ture funding for the Spadina extension. The 
Scarborough RT extension may j o in the 
Waterfront West LRT and the Bloor-Danforth 
westerly extension on the back burner. 

Constmct ion on the Sheppard and Egl in
t on lines is beginning this summei; and we 
wf l l have more details i n future months. 

STEERING A R M FAILURES 
The TTC's entire fleet of Wheel-Trans Or ion II 
accessible buses was temporari ly w i thdrawn 
from service i n Apr i l , because of possible 
defects in. the.steering arms of the buses. The 
problem was reported by the bus manufac-
tureg Ontario Bus Industries, after identical 
vehicles i n Sweden suffered failures. It took 
more than two weeks to inspect the entire 
133-vehicle fleet, and replace any arms that 
showed signs of cracks or failures. The pro
cess was s lowed by lack of replacement 
steering arms f rom the manufacture^ i n the 
U . K ; w h e n the prob lem was first found i n 
Sweden, operators there bought up the sup
p ly of spares. To get around the lack of parts, 
the TTC tr ied bo th to we ld defective arms, 
and fabricate new arms itself, both w i th 
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l imi ted success. Wh i l e the fleet was out of 
service, the TTC leased a n d b o n o w e d as 
many accessible taxis and buses f rom private 
operators as possible, but many customers 
were unable to travel at aU. 

T R A C K REHABILITATION PROJECTS 
The streetcar track rehabi l i tat ion season has 
begrm, w i t h replacement o f tangent track o n 
Queen between Bay a n d University, inc lud ing 
the specialwork at the York/Queen inter
section. 

As i n the past two years, for major track 
reconstruction projects, streetcar service is 
removed for a six-week period, and service is 
replaced w i t h buses to rninirnise the need for 
customers to transfer. This approach results 
i n better a n d longer-lasting track, as the 
crews can be more thorough wi thout hav ing 
to clear the w a y for streetcars every few 
minutes, and the setting concrete is not 
disturbed by hav ing heavy streetcars passing 
over top. 

Tangent track that will be rebuilt: 
• Queen Street, from Bay to University — 
March/April/May 
• Queen Street, from Connaught to Coxwell — 
May/June 
• Bathurst Street, from Dundas to Nassau — 
June/July 
• Howard Park Avenue, from Roncesvalles to 
Parkside — September/October 
• Gerrard Street, from Broadview to Carlaw — 
October/November 
• New track for the Spadina LRT, from College 
to Sussex — July-November 

Special trackwork that will be rebuilt: 
• Queen and York, in association with the 
Queen Street West tangent work, above; curves 
for northbound movements on York Street only 
will be rebuilt, one of the first times two-direc
tional trackwork will not be retained on a one
way street 
• McCaul Loop — June/July 
* King and Dufferin, including a new east to 
north connection, which will not jeopardise the 
crossover on Dufferin just north of King — 
August 
• Queen and Bathurst — September 
• King and Bathurst, rebuilding of existing 
"grtind union" all-way junction - October 
• Wolseley Loop - October/November 

ALBERTA 
TRANS IT F U N D I N G C U T 

Extensive cuts i n prov inc ia l spending recently 
announced by the Alberta govemment w i l l 
h i t transit. A U prov inc ia l operating subsidies 
to Edmonton Transit and Calgary Transit w i l l 
be el iminated, immediately. This means a n 
annua l loss of $6 .2 -mi l l i on for Calgary and 
SS.O-mi l l ion for Edmonton . For the smaller 
transit operations i n the province, the com
plete reductions w i l l be phased i n over three 
years. -CUTA Forum 

ROLLINXS^OCK 

Don McQueen 
38 Uoyd Manor Crescent 

London, Ontario N 6 H 3Z3 

FREIGHT CARS 
C N N O R T H A M E R I C A 

Canac, CN's consult ing and sales division, has 
transferred some cyl indrical hoppers to new 
numbers. CNDC 10020 (202 42-0 3800, was 
CNIS 368499, bui l t 6-74) was seen o n CP at 
Woodstock on January 30, w i t h the Env i ron
menta l Mode logo. Cars have also been seen 
i n the 9000-series: CNLX 9026 i n Fostoria, 
Ohio, on Febma iy 26 , and C N L X 9013 (for
merly C N 371275) i n Woodstock on Apr i l 1. 

Some of these C N L X hoppers have inter
esting backgrounds. Take for example C N L X 
5297, at first appearing to be a drab 
weathered grey' unmarked cyl indrical . The 
200 49-9 4550 LO was bui l t at Hawker 
Siddeley Trenton, N.S. (HS-T) i n 4-88 as 
C G L X 982 . Canadian General Transit leased 
i t to C N as 378982 unt i l 1986, w h e n i t was 
relettered as C G M X 378982 . Howeveg by the 
end of the 1980s, the car had been re tumed 
to CGT as C G L X 5297, and by 1992, the 
lease went to Canac as CNLX 5292 . 

X M s i n the C N A 419700-series are b lack 
w i th whi te marks, but have no logos. They 
are Berwick-bui l t boxcars from 1978. What is 
interesting is that these cars were or ig inal ly 
bui l t for Columbus and Greenvil le (CAGY) 
and then went to CPAA as 209000s before 
showing up as C N A cars. A n example: C N A 
419744 (159 50-6 XP 5277 BFF-BWK 11-78) 
was previously CPAA 209053 . 

C P RAIL SYSTEM 
CP 204500s that were formerly CPAA have 
been repainted from the or ig inal Mary land 
and Pennsylvania dark blue and yel low to 
oxide b rown red during 1993. One example 
is CP 204577 (154 60-4 X M 5037 BFF-RV 
5-76), or iginal ly i n the M P A 9200-series, 
recondit ioned and repainted by the now-
defunct Septa Ra i l i n Montrea l , 2-93. 

The D & H Oneonta car shop is pa int ing 
21 60-foot M ILW high-cube boxcars and 53 
SOO regular-height 60-foot boxcars w i t h 

• "system red" paint. The cars are be ing let
tered CP Ra i l , but no flags are being appl ied. 
The high-cube cars w f l l be used for paper 
rolls and the other cars w i l l be used for auto 
parts, pu lpwood and glass. 

NS A N D C S X C A B O O S E S 
A list of Canadian-assigned vans on Norfolk 
Southern: a l l are class C-32P (P indicates 

propane-heated), lettered for Norfolk and 
Western, buflt by International Car Co., 
Kenton, Ohio ( IC-KTN OR), 4-76 to 9-76. Car 
numbers are 555001 , 555009, 555019, 
555020 , 555023 , 555029 , 555076, 555077, 
and 555099 . A l l are label led for "Canadian 
Operations Only." 

A l l remain ing CSX Transportation bay-
w indow vans are painted for Ghessie System 
and stenci l led " International Assigned Ser
vice, must be re tumed to Detroit. Interna
t iona l Caboose i n U S & Canada Service." Five 
st i l l have C & O reporting marks, and a l l were 
bui l t by Frui t Growers Express i n Alexandria, 
V i rg in ia (FGE-AX RFP) dur ing 5-80 and 6-80. 
In service are 904111 , 904117, 904121, 
904125 , and 904156 . Also, 903303 is cur
rently i n the U.S., be ing repainted to CSX 
colours. 

C N van 79813 has been repainted, w i th 
silver stacks, a black roof, b lack undercar
riage, and bright orange w i t h white lettering. 
It was seen o n eastbound Train 422 i n Kit
chener i n January. The b lack box shows CN-
GC 11-93; GO used to be the shop code for 
Capreol, but lately the code appl icat ion has 
been abused, V T becoming PHS for Port 
H u r o n Shops and CN-TA meaning Talbotville. 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
N A T I O N A L STEEL C A R S O L D 

Nat iona l Steel Car was sold i n M a r c h by its 
parent, Dofasco, to 2970422 Canada Inc., an 
investment management firm. The name w i l l 
not change. N S C is also very busy w i t h over 
3000 freight cars on order - many for export 
to the U.S. New cars seen from NSC include 
some centre-beam bulkhead flatcars and we l l 
cars for TTX. In the TTZX 861100-series are 
yel low and black FBCs bui l t i n 3-94. 

T R E N T O N W O R K S BUSINESS 
Trenton Works of has w o n three lucrative 
contracts wor th more than S lS -m iU ion , for 
the refurbishment o f more than 190 auto-
racks for C N , the construct ion of 70 tank cars 
for a Montreal-based leasmg company, and 
the constmct ion of 100 centre-beam 73-foot 
lumber flatcars for C N . Trenton expects to 
increase its workforce by 500 employees to 
handle the addit ional work, w h i c h is 
expected to continue unt i l August. —B/ Wire 

B A C K COVER 
TOP — Five Saint John Transit buses at King 
Square, one of two major downtown transfer 
points in Saint John. 

—Photo by David Onodera, September 1992 

B O T T O M - C N eastbound Train 492 is seen 
near Sunnyslde station in Toronto, led by 
CFAI6-4 No . 8744, later renumbered as 9344. 
The C-Uner was only two years old when this 
photo was taken on May 24, 1955. 

—Photo from the Paterson-George Collection 
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