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ON THE CALENDAR 
Friday, M a r c h 18 - UCRS annual general 
meeting, 8:00 p.m., at the Metro Archives 
theatre, Spadina Road at MacPherson, just 
north of Dupont subway station. Everyone 
is invited to bring their slides to show after 
the business of the meeting is completed. 
Friday, M a r c h 25 - UCRS Hamilton meet
ing, 8:00 p.m., at the Hamilton Sp>ectator 
auditorium, 44 Frid Street, just off Main 
Street at Highway 403. The programme 
will be recent news and members' current 
and historical slides. 

Saturday, M a r c h 26 - Forest City Railway 
Society annual slide day, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., 
All Saints' Church, Hamilton at Inkerman, 
London. Admission $2.00. 
Friday, A p r i l 15 - UCRS Toronto monthly 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, A p r i l 22 - UCRS Hamilton monthly 
meeting, 8:00 p.m. 

COVER PHOTO 
SD40 5187 hauls an eastbound train from 
Thunde r Bay through Nipigon, Ontar io, Mile 
127.6 on the C N Kinghorn Subdivision. 

-Photo by Peter Raschke. January 17, 1989 
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A H A Z A R D O U S C R O S S I N G 
The City of Toronto Archives has prepared an 
exhibition on the construction of the Toronto 
railway viaduct in the 1920s. The viaduct 
(actually an 18-foot-high embankment) 
consolidated and grade-separated all of the 
railway lines through downtown Toronto, 
and was integral with the new Union Station. 
The show has been organised by Jeffery 
Stinson, Associate Dean of the School of 
Architecture and Landscape Architecture at 
the University of Toronto. 

The exhibition, "A Hazardous Crossing," 
continues until June 12 at the Market Gal
lery, located on the second floor of the South 
St. Lawrence Market, Front and Jarvis 
Streets. The gallery is open from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. from Wednesday to Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays, and 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. on Sundays. Admis
sion is free. 

S T A T I O N D I R E C T O R Y 
Dave Savage reports that the Canadian Sta
tion News Railway Station Directory of Ontario 
is now available. It lists current stations and 
stations on abandoned rights of way, with 
maps and other information. The directory is 
available for $19.95 plus $4.00 for postage 
from Canadian Station News, PO. Box 171, 
Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4K5. 

W H E R E IS IT N O W ? 
At the auction of W. C. Bailey's railroadiana 
collection at Milton in 1987, a construction 
record of the Toronto Railway Company, kept 
by master mechanic Michael Power; was to 
have been auctioned. It was not so listed, but 
perhaps it was there under another descrip
tion - one of items 654, 673, 696, 718, or 
782 could possibly have been it. 

TRC historian and researcher John 
Stevens of New York urgently needs to refer 
to this book. If you know of it or if you know 
of the "suspect" numbered items, please 
advise Ray Corley, 41 Lynndale Road, Scar
borough, Ontario MIN 1B9, telephone 
416 690-6963. 
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CPR 's unusua l stat ion a n d roundhouse at 

WYNYARD, SASKATCHEWAN 
By Alex Campbell 
FROM TELEGRAPH LINES, DECEMBER 1993 

Bohi and Kozma, in their book, Canadian Pacific's 
Western Depots, list the station at Wynyard, 
Saskatchewan, as a special construction. It has no known 
"sisters" in other locations. The CPR likely built this 
station as an experiment, and found the design 
unsuitable for further construction in other locations. 

Today, the Wynyard depot is still in service, and has 
received a new coat of paint - in 1993, judging by the 
paint on the ground beside the foundation. This is 
astonishing, given the CPR's bent toward Atco-trailer-
type buildings. 

Behind the station, out of view, is a flat-roofed crew 
bunkhouse of recent construction. It is still in use as 
well, which shows Wynyard's continued importance to 
the Saskatoon-Winnipeg CP Rail line. 

The CPR roundhouse lies northeast of the station, 
across the main line and yard. It now houses a trucking 
operation involved in the transport of poultry. 

The Wynyard roundhouse appears to be a bigger 
brother to the "Standard Central Division" roundhouse, 
having eight stalls for engines. The boiler house addition 
is much different, however, in terms of windows. 

It is interesting to speculate as to why the CPR placed 
the roundhouse as it did, facing north, away from the 
yard and the main line. Could it have been to let the 
wind clear away snow? 

Long grass and the trucking operation have 
obliterated any traces of the trackwork leading into the 

W Y N Y A R D - Background and questions 
A chronology of the construction of CPR's Manitoba and 
North Westem, from the Canadian Rail Passenger Yearbook 
1993 Edition (Ottawa: Trackside Canada, 1993): 
• Track opened fixjm Leslie to Wynyard on February 10, 

1909. 
• Twice-weekly mixed train from Yorkton extended to 

Wynyard March 1, 1909. 
• Wynyard was the western terminal of the M&NW from 

March to November of 1909. 
• Rails reached Lanigan in the fall of 1909. 
• Twice-weekly mixed to Lanigan on November 4, 1909. 
• Great West Express began on June 4, 1911, the first direct 

passenger service over the M&NW It reduced the CPR's 
time between Winnipeg and Saskatoon by three hours. 

CPR Saskatchewan District employee timetable No. 26 of 
April 30, 1922, shows the Wynyard Subdivision, 113.8 miles 
long, from Bredenbury to Wynyard, and the Sutherland 
Subdivision, 113.5 miles long, from Wynyard to Saskatoon. 

The station at Wynyard is shown as having telegraph 
offices (office code "W") open day and night, having a 
comparison clock, and being a registering and bulletin 
point. There is no mention of coal or water supply as there 
is, for example, at Lanigan, or even just a water supply (the 
nearest are at Foam Lake and Jansen). 

roundhouse. Currently, there is a wye immediately west 
of the roundhouse. I saw three GP38s sitting on the wye, 
with a Co-op fuel truck pumping diesel into one of them. 
I could not visualise the tail of the wye leading into the 
turntable, as it would need to have curved very sharply 
to the east to do so. Perhaps it did, nevertheless. 
Certainly, east of the roundhouse appears to be a very 
marshy area, vrith no visible roadbeds. 

It was a cold day in October when I visited Wynyard. 
That discouraged me from wandering about. 
Unfortunately, the junk scattered about the roundhouse 
produced very poor pictures. 

But the mystery of why the CPR did what it did in 
placing the roundhouse so, the trackwork and required 
service facilities - coal and water - associated with the 
roundhouse require a further visit in warmer weather. • 

Westbound scheduled trains in 1922: 
Train 977, the West Prairie Freight ar 6:45, dp 7:45 
Train 51, the Great West Express ar 11:45, dp 11:55 

Eastbound scheduled trains in 1922: 
Train 978, the East Prairie Freight ar 12:35, dp 13:45 
"IVain 80, freight ar3:15, dp 3:00 * 
Train 76, freight ar 19:45, dp 19:30 * 
Train 82, freight ar 14:00 daily ex Su (from Colonsay) 
Train 52, the Great West Express ar 16:33, dp 16:43 
(* - The trains couldn't leave before they arrived, but maybe this 
allowed a leeway before arriving crews would be paid overtime.) 

Between 1922 and 1959, the timetables show no major 
changes at Wynyard. It continued to be the division point 
between those two subdivisions. The passenger trains still 
stopped there for 15 to 20 minutes, and there was still no 
coal or water supply. 

As Wynyard was a division point, crews on the 
passenger trains would have changed, and the freight trains 
might have done some switching as well as changing crews. 
With only a short stop so close to Saskatoon, the passenger 
trains likely did not change engines. There were no other 
railways through Wynyard, and no connecting CPR 
branches. So, why was there a roundhouse there? Was it 
closed before 1922, only 13 years after the line opened? 
That seems unlikely. Did it serve some local purpose but not 
have a coal or water supply for passing main line trains? 
Does anybody have the answers? -PATSCPIMGEOUR 
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R A I L W A Y S I G N A L L I N G 

b y C a l v i n H e n r y - C o t n a m 

There have been many articles and books written over 
the years that provided an explanation of railway 
signalling systems. Often a detailed explanation of block 
signalling is covered in order to provide the reader a full 
understanding of the meaning of the signal aspects. 
Many texts continue on to provide some information 
regarding more complex signal indications that are used 
at interlocking sites or controlled locations in 
Centralised Traffic Control (CTC) installations. However, 
often is the case where the explanation of such complex 
signal indications falls short of the detail they deserve. It 
is the purpose of this article to provide this detail to 
enable you to understand and recognise their 
installation and use, under the Canadian Rail Operating 
Rules, or CROR. To begin, let's start with a background 
of some of the basics of just why signalling exists in the 
first place. 

T ime tab l e s , t r a i n o r d e r s , manual block s y s t e m s 
If a railway line operates with only one train, then no 
signalling is needed. Once a second train is introduced, 
something must be done to prevent one train from 

Photo at Livingstone. B.C.. by John Carter 

running into the rear of the other when travelling in the 
same direction, or from running head-on into the other 
when travelling in opposite directions. The simplest 
method of traffic control is to use timetable schedules. 
The timetable defines when a train is to run. This 
includes details such as where a train is to meet another 
train travelling in the other direction as well as what 
trains have superiority over other trains. When an extra 
train is placed on the line, it must then operate under 
the authority of train orders that effectively inserts it 
into the schedule such that there is a proper spacing of 
time between it and the trains scheduled in the 
timetable. 

On a heavily-travelled line, a train having to slow 
down or stop can greatly throw off such a system. Safety 
is then placed on the shoulders of the flagman to provide 
protection from rear-end collision as a subsequent train 
can only know the time since the last train passed a 
manned station. Between manned stations, a train crew 
is on its own. 

To increase safety, a manual block signalling system 
may be implemented. When a train passes a manned 
station, the operator at the station sets a signal on the 
line to red to inform a following train not to proceed. 
Only after receipt of a confirmation that the first train 
has reached the next station will the station operator 
clear the signal. The major obstacle with this system is 
that the entire section of line between two stations is 
now reserved for a single train, thus reducing the 
capacity of the line. A second concern is that trains must 
approach each station prepared to stop. This second 
problem can be solved by placing a distant signal a 
distance before the station (or " in rear of the station," 
using signalling terminology), to allow the necessary 
braking distance. When the station's signal displays red, 
the distant signal displays yellow to indicate a stop 
signal is upcoming. 

A u t o m a t i c block s y s t e m s 
To increase capacity, an automatic block signalling 
system can be installed. Blocks may be reduced to be as 
short as the braking distance of a train. Signals are now 
controlled by track circuits where an electrical power 
source, often DC, is applied to the rails at one end of a 
block and a relay is powered from the rails at the other 
end of the block. The presence of a train produces a 
short circuit across the rails and causes this relay to 
become de-energised, which thus indicates that the 
block is occupied. In addition to this, a break in the rail 
will cause the relay to drop and indicate the block is 
occupied; this provides a fail-safe feature for the system. 
When the train leaves the block, its signal clears. 

The simplest form of automatic signalling is a two-
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indication system, showing only red and green signals. 
A three-indication system provides a yellow signal that 
informs a train crew of the need to stop at the next 
signal. One downfall to using a three-indication system 
is that on a high-speed heavy traffic line, traffic can 
bunch up and delays can result as trains must start and 
stop. Added to this, a train could come across one yellow 
signal after another with the expectation that the train 
ahead is moving at the same speed. This becomes a 
problem if the train ahead stops and the following train 
then comes to a red signal and must stop, because the 
train crew would naturally be expecting each successive 
signal to be yellow and would have had no real warning 
of the red signal. 

For higher-speed lines, a four-indication system is 
often used to provide an additional indication ahead of 
the yellow signal to inform a train crew that they must 
reduce to medium speed before reaching the next signal. 
This additional indication ensures that trains do not 
"ride the yellows" at too high a speed. The reduced 
speed can also reduce the need to operate in a stop-and-
start mode from signal to signal. 

A second signal head is needed to provide the fourth 
indication. While the upper head is showing the red, 
yellow, or green aspects of the three-indication system, 
the lower head will show a red signal. When the new 
indication is needed, the two heads will show a yellow-
over-green aspect. 

So, a train travelling along a line will come across 
green-over-red signals while the line is clear. As a stop 
indication is approached, the train will first come across 
a yellow-over-green aspect, indicating that it should 
reduce speed before the next signal. Tltis will be yellow-
over-red, indicating that the next signal will be red-over-
red where a stop is required. 

Centralised traffic control 
Simply put, C T C is a system where movements over a 
line are directed from a control centre. The line is 
divided into blocks. Points where a junction occurs with 
another line, where a siding starts or ends, or where a 
crossover is located between main tracks are designated 
as controlled locations. Movement through such a 
controlled location is controlled by a Rail Traffic 
Controller, or RTC, at the control centre. 

For the most part, all signals at a controlled location 
remain red until a route has been set, and then each 
signal will display the appropriate aspect for movement 
through the controlled location. Once a train has passed, 
the signal will return to red, as with block signals, but 
unlike block signals will remain so until another route is 
cleared. (Some installations allow for automatic clearing 
to be enabled should the route be required for following 
trains.) 

Signals at a controlled location are interlocked. This 
means two things: first, that signals will not display an 
indication such that two opposing movements are 
allowed at the same time; second, that the signal aspect 
at a controlled location wil l convey speed-limit 
information for the movement. In other words, the speed 
limitation that the signal displays is interlocked to the 
route selected in order to convey a speed limit that 
matches the most restrictive speed limit of the route 

selected. Generally, where C TC is in effect, traffic on the 
line may move in either direction on any track of a 
multi-track line. 

Al l signals on the line between controlled locations 
simply operate as automatic block signals; however, the 
last signal before a controlled location will have to be 
able to display aspects concerning advance notice of 
speed limitations. When a train passes, the intermediate 
block signals between controlled locations will turn red, 
and then will automatically change to less-restrictive 
indications as the train moves farther away. 

In some installations, when a route is selected 
through a controlled location, the automatic block 
signals beyond (or " in advance of," in signalling 
terminology) the controlled location will be cleared as 
favourably as possible, while the signals in the opposite 
direction on the same track will all turn red, known as 
"tumbling to red." When a train passes, the block signals 
will change to red, and then to a more favourable aspect 
once again. The signals at the controlled locations will 
remain at red until a new route has been selected by the 
RTC. Al l of the signals facing the other direction will stay 
red until a route is cleared in the other direction. An 
example of this arrangement can be seen in Toronto on 
CN's Kingston Subdivision between Cherry Street (Mile 
332.6) and Pickering Jet. (Mile 311.4). 

Some other installations differ slightly in that the 
automatic block signals will show favourable indications 
in both directions when no route has been set. This may 

Photo at Edmundston. N.B., by John Carter 

seem as if opposing movements are allowed, but 
remember that these are automatic block signals, and 
the signals at the controlled locations remain at red. 
When no actual route is set, there is no traffic 
approaching the block signals from either direction and 
thus what the signals display is irrelevant. An example 
of this arrangement can be seen on CP's Belleville 
Subdivision between Kennedy (Mile 199.5) and Leaside 
(Mile 206.3). 

Another type of signal operation, and not necessarily 
only associated with CTC, is approach lighting. In this 
installation, signals remain dark until they a train nears. 
Automatic block signals will light when an approaching 
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train enters the block leading up to the signal or a train 
in the other direction enters the block that the signal 
protects. Signals at controlled locations will be 
illuminated when the R T C clears a route and will remain 
so until the train has passed, but will also be lit by an 
approaching train should there be no route cleared. An 
example of this can be seen on CP's Belleville 
Subdivision between Staines (Mile 195.2) and 
Cherrywood (Mile 189.5). In other installations, such as 
on CN's Kingston Subdivision east of Clarke (Mile 
287.0), even the signals at controlled locations are only 
lit when there is a train in the nearest block. 

Photo at Riviere-Bleue, Quebec, by Cord Webster 

CROR indications 
Throughout the description of signal indications that 
follows, reference will be made to CROR rule numbers. 
Refer to the diagrams alongside this article on Pages 8 to 
10 for a visual representation of the indications. As we 
have seen so far, automatic block signals may show as 
little as only a single indication of either red, green, or 
yellow. Where higher speeds and traffic densities exist, a 
second head is necessary to provide a fourth indication 
of yellow-over-green to provide advanced warning of the 
need to stop. 

In busy areas, though, C T C signals use three heads, 
and in an extreme case, each of the three could display 
any of the three colours, either solid or flashing. 
Mathematically, this could provide 216 different possible 
indications, and even more with the other possibilities 
generated by the use of letter plates to modify the colour 
indication given or the vertical alignment of the signal 
heads! Naturally, many of these possibilities are not 
used. 

In fact, there are only 28 different indications listed 
in the rule book. The rules covering signal indications 
are from 405 to 429 with Rules 406, 407, and 408 
having alternate "A" versions. (Rule 430 is not counted 
here as it is used in conjunction with a block or 
interlocking signal.) In addition to this small number, 
there is some method to the madness in what is 
displayed, and it is this method that eliminates the many 
possibilities. By learning the aspects one at a time, it is 
possible to understand the "pattern" that many of them 

follow, though there are a few exceptions. To aid in your 
learning signal indications, some "rules of thumb" will 
be pointed out throughout this text and summarised at 
the end. 

Before getting into the signals themselves, a word 
about speed restrictions is necessary. A given region of 
track is going to have a speed limit that may differ for 
freight and passenger trains. A clear signal aspect, as we 
wil l cover shortly, indicates that the block the signal 
protects may be passed at this speed limit. If, however, 
trains need to diverge from the main track at a 
controlled location, the signals will show the speed limit 
thorough the turnouts. The speed can be shown as 
limited speed (45 m.p.h.), medium speed (30 m.p.h.), 
slow speed (15 m.p.h.), or restricted speed (a speed at 
which stopping is possible within half the distance of 
visibility, but not more than 15 m.p.h.). 

In addition, the signal before the controlled location, 
sometimes called its distant signal, must provide 
information about upcoming speed restrictions. Under 
the CROR, signal names follow a "this block to next 
block" speed restriction nomenclature. For example, for 
a clear block with a medium speed restriction followed 
by a clear block with a slow speed restriction, where 
there is not an upcoming stop signal, a signal aspect of 
"Medium to Slow" would be displayed. This will be 
explained one aspect at a time, starting with signals 
showing a "something to clear" or "something to stop" 
indication as these follow a simple pattern and are easy 
to understand. This will be followed by indications of the 
"clear to something" type as they tend to follow another 
pattern. Then indications of the "something to 
something" will be covered and finally, the various stop 
indications will be explained. 

With a signal mast with three heads, each head is 
capable of displaying an aspect similar to an automatic 
block signal, except that the top head corresponds to 
high speed indications, the middle signal is for medium 
and limited speed indications and the lower signal is for 
restricted and slow speeds. Though there are a few 
exceptions, generally medium involves solid indications 
while limited involves flashing indications, both on the 
middle head. Similarly with the lower head, solid is for 
restricted speed and flashing is for slow, and again there 
are exceptions. This is not difficult to remember, as in 
both situations, flashing represents the faster of the two 
possibilities: limited is faster than medium, and slow is 
faster than restricted. (Actually, where conditions 
permit, slow and restricted can be the same 15 m.p.h. 
speed, but restricted speed adds the visibility 
requirement that often makes it slower.) 

Now think of this: three signals indicating high, 
medium, and low speeds - and their positions on the 
mast or bridge are high, medium, and low. Relatively 
easy to remember! Another thing to remember is that 
when any of the heads shows red, while at least one does 
not, the red ones act as place holders. Such a place 
holder makes clear the relative position of the yellow or 
green head or heads on the signal. There is never a dark 
signal head in a valid indication, and red signals never 
flash. 

Now before we continue, let us mention what signal 
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types other than triple-head masts can display: 

• Single-head mast signals have only the high signal. 

• Double-head mast signals have a high and a medium 
signal. 

• Double-head dwarf signals have a medium and a low 
signal. 

• Single-head dwarf signals have only a low signal. 
Please note that where this text refers to a "mast" 

type signal, it is referring to not only signals alone on a 
mast, but also signals on signal bridges, cantilevers, and 
brackets. Also note that there are a few signal 
indications for double-head masts and dwarfs that differ 
slightly from their triple-head counterpart, but these will 
be noted. Another description that wil l be used for 
double-head masts is skewed or non-skewed. This 
differentiates between double-head masts where the 
signal heads line up vertically (non-skewed) or where 
they are offset from each other, with the lower head set 
farther from the track than the upper head (skewed). 
Where either adjective is not mentioned, the description 
will apply to both types. 

There are occasionally some other installations that 
are covered by special instructions in employee 
timetables. For example, tracks near Union Station in 
Toronto have two signal types that differ from the usual. 
One is a triple-head dwarf, and it is treated exactly the 
same as triple-head mast signals. The other is a high-
mounted single-head signal under the roof of the station, 
and these are treated exactly like single-head dwarf 
signals. 

Signal aspects 
Starting with basic three-indication block signalling with 
no speed restrictions, the high head may be either green, 
yellow, or red, while the medium and low heads are red 
(or not present in the case of single and double-head 
signals). The green aspect is known as Rule 405, the 
Clear Signal. The Clear Signal may also be displayed on 
a double-head dwarf as green-over-green. This means 
that this block is clear and so is the next one, both with 
no speed restrictions. When the high signal is yellow 
with the others at red, this is the aspect for Rule 410, 
Clear to Stop. This means that this block is clear, but a 
stop is required at the next signal. Naturally, when all 
heads are red, it is a Stop aspect. Rule 429. We will cover 
this later as there are some variations on Stop. 

So far, so good. We have Clear, Clear to Stop, and 
Stop. There is one unusual aspect called Advanced Clear 
to Stop, Rule 409. It is displayed with a flashing yellow 
on the high head. This is unusual as its name adds the 
word "Advanced" to it and because it is the only signal 
aspect that has the high head flashing. This gives 
advanced notice of an upcoming Clear to Stop signal. As 
mentioned previously, a four-indication system will 
often use Clear to Medium as the indication to warn of 
an upcoming Clear to Stop signal. Rather than require a 
train to reduce speed to medium, but still warn of an 
upcoming Clear to Stop, Rule 409 is used. An example 
of this is used northbound on CN's Bala Subdivision at 
Mile 8.9. From this point to the next signal at Mile 11.1 
the speed limit on the line increases. To warn a train of 
an upcoming Clear to Stop signal, and thus not have the 

train unnecessarily accelerate at the speed limit change, 
an Advanced Clear to Stop signal is displayed when the 
signal at Mile 11.1 shows Clear to Stop. 

Now let's take the aspects for Rules 405 and 410, and 
move them down to the medium head. That is, keep the 
high and low heads red while we look at green and 
yellow in the middle. With the medium head at green, 
we see Rule 416, Medium to Clear, that only applies to 
triple-head masts and double-head dwarfs, which display 
it as green-over-red. This means the block is clear tvith a 
medium speed restriction, while the next block is clear 
and may be entered at line speed limit. This is the same 
as the Clear Signal, except that moving the green down 
one head indicates the speed restriction. Can you guess 
what the aspect means when the medium head is yellow 
while the others are red? This is Rule 420, Medium to 
Stop, and again it only applies to triple-head masts and 
double-head dwarfs. To apply a general rule, any 
"Medium to . . ." signal aspect can only be displayed on 
triple-head masts or double-head dwarfs, though there is 
one that may only be displayed on triple-head masts. 

Taking the aspects of Rules 416 and 420, we can 
modify them to indicate a limited speed restriction by 
either making the medium head flash, or by placing a 
yellow triangular plate with the letter "L " on it just 
below the signal. When this is done, we have Rules 411, 
Limited to Clear, and Rule 415, Limited to Stop. 

We now move the indications to the low head, 
leaving the high and medium heads at red. Green on the 

Photo at Don Mills, Ontario, by Pat Scrimgeour 

low head gives us Rule 421, Slow to Clear. This applies 
to triple-head masts as well as double and single dwarfs. 
However, the Slow to Clear signal is also displayed on 
double-head mast signals as red-over-green, which 
should not be confused with Rule 416 because the 
medium head is green. Earlier, it was mentioned that the 
low head is for restricted speed unless it is flashing. Rule 
421 is one exception to this practice, as the green is not 
flashing. 

Yellow on the low signal is Rule 426, Restricting 
Signal. For Slow to Stop, we have Rule 425, displayed by 
having the low head flashing yellow. As with Slow to 
Clear, these indications on a double-head mast signal 
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Rule A 0 5 - C lean S igna l 
Green (g) 

3 Red-
Dwarf signal 

A 
Rule 4 0 B - C l ean t o L im i t ed 
ye/low-

Flashing j^G) CO) © © XGJ 

Metal plate 

Rule 4 C B A - C lean t o L imi ted 
(G ) 

Rule A O V - C lean t o M e d i u m 

G ) (2) © 

Rule A C ^ A - C lean t o Med lur 

Ru le A C S - C lean t o S l o w 

Ru le A C 8 A - C lean t o S l o w 

Ru le A O S - A d v a n c e C lean t o S t o p 

A A 
Rule A1 C - C lean t o S t o p 

A A 
Rule A l 1 - L imi t ed t o C l ean 

s h o u l d no t be con fused w i t h M e d i u m to S top or L i m i t e d 
to S t o p o n a t h r e e - h e a d s i g n a l . To fu r the r c o m p l i c a t e 
t h i n g s , a s i n g l e - h e a d d w a r f s i g n a l d i s p l a y i n g a soHd 
ye l low, b u t w i t h a l e t t e r p l a t e d i s p l a y i n g the l e t te r "A* o n 
i t is t r e a t e d as a S l o w t o S top i n s t e a d o f a Res t r i c t i n g 
S i g n a l . F i n a l l y , t h e r e a r e t w o o the r w a y s to d i s p l a y a 
R e s t r i c t i n g S i g n a l , w i t h s i n g l e - h e a d m a s t s i gna l s 
d i s p l a y i n g a r e d b u t h a v i n g a square l e t te r p la te w i t h a n 
" R " a n d w i t h a s k e w e d d o u b l e - h e a d m a s t s i g n a l 
d i s p l a y i n g a red-over - red , b u t a g a i n w i t h a n " R " le t ter 
p l a t e . N o n - s k e w e d d o u b l e - h e a d s i gna l s m a y o n l y use 
red -ove r - ye l l ow for the R e s t r i c t i n g S i g n a l . 

So far, w e have c o v e r ed s i g n a l aspects h a v i n g speed 
r e s t r i c t i o n s t h a t re f e r t o t h e b l o c k the s i g n a l i s 
p ro t e c t ing , w i t h e i the r a c l ea r o r stop aspect for the nex t 
b l o c k d o w n the h n e . N o w l e t u s l o o k a t s i gna l s 
d i s p l a j i n g a c l ear aspect for i t s b l o c k a l o n g w i t h advance 
w a r n i n g o f a speed r e s t r i c t i o n a t t h e n e x t s i g n a l , the 
" C l e a r to s o m e t h i n g " t y p e o f s i g n a l . To h e l p i n 
r e m e m b e r i n g , a n y s i g n a l tha t d i sp lays a y e l l o w for the 
h i g h head , is d i s p l a y i n g a " C l e a r to s o m e t h i n g " type o f 
aspect . 

I f w e t a k e a s i g n a l d i s p l a y i n g y e l l o w - o v e r - g r e e n 
( w i t h a l o w r e d for t r i p l e - h e a d s igna ls ) , w e have R u l e 
4 0 7 , C l e a r to M e d i u m . D o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f s ignals also 
d i sp l a y R u l e 4 0 7 as y e l l ow -ove r - g r e en . The r e is a lso a n 
a l t e rna t i v e m e t h o d o f d i s p l a y i n g C l e a r t o M e d i u m w i t h 
t r i p l e - h e a d s i gna l s . K n o w n as R u l e 4 0 7 A , i t is g r e e n -
over - red-over -green . T h i n k o f i t as b e i n g the oppos i te o f 
M e d i u m t o Clear , w h i c h is red-over -green-over - red . W h y 
is the r e a n a l t e rna t i v e w a y t o d i s p l a y t he same aspect? 
F rank l y , t ha t is b e y o n d the author ' s k n o w l e d g e , t h o u g h 
m y s p e c u l a t i o n is t h a t i t e i t h e r h a d b e e n p r o v i d e d t o 
a c c o m m o d a t e a d a p t a t i o n o f e x i s t i n g s i g n a l c o n t r o l 
h a r d w a r e , or i t is p r o v i d e d i n o rde r to " f i t t h e p a t t e r n " 
tha t w e sha l l see for s i gna ls d i s p l a y i n g speed res t r i c t i ons 
for b o t h the c u r r e n t a n d the nex t b l o ck . 

W e c a n m o d i f y t h e s i gna l s o f R u l e 4 0 7 b y e i the r 
m a k i n g the g r e e n h e a d (the m e d i u m h e a d for doub l e -
h e a d a n d t r i p l e - h e a d masts , t h e l o w h e a d for d o u b l e -
h e a d dwarfs ) f l ash or b y a d d i n g a y e l l o w t r i a n g u l a r p la te 
w i t h a n " L " o n i t to o b t a i n R u l e 4 0 5 , C l e a r t o L i m i t e d . A s 
w i t h R u l e 4 0 7 , R u l e 4 0 6 has a n a l t e rna t i v e tha t is R u l e 
4 0 6 A . A l s o m e a n i n g C l e a r to L i m i t e d , i t i s d i sp l ayed o n 
a t r i p l e - h e a d m a s t as g r e en -ove r - r ed -ove r - f l a sh ing -
g r een . 

T h e r e is n o " s o m e t h i n g to R e s t r i c t i n g " aspec t 
a v a i l a b l e as a n a d v a n c e i n d i c a t i o n w o i i l d use a 
" s o m e t h i n g to S l o w " i n d i c a t i o n t o e n s u r e a n 
a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n w o u l d a r r i v e at the r e s t r i c t i n g s i gna l 
n o faster t h a n 15 m . p . h . 

I f w e t ak e the p a t t e r n w e have d e v e l o p e d so far, t h e n 
i t w o u l d be fa i r to a s s u m e C l e a r t o S l o w w o u l d be 
d i s p l a y e d as ye l l ow-over - red -over -g reen . Un fo r tunate l y , 
t h i s i s n o t the case, a n d pa t t e rns b e g i n t o b r e a k d o w n . 
F o r t u n a t e l y t h o u g h , y e l l o w - o v e r - r e d - o v e r - g r e e n i s a 
p a t t e r n tha t i s n o t u s e d a t a l l . To ind i ca t e C l ea r t o Slow, 
w e have R u l e s 4 0 8 a n d i ts a l t e rna t i v e , 4 0 8 A . R u l e 408 
d isp lays C l e a r t o S l o w as y e l l ow -o v e r - y e l l ow ( w i t h a l o w 
r e d o n t r i p l e - h e a d s i gna l s ) . D o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f s ignals 
a l so d i s p l a y R u l e 4 0 8 as y e l l ow -o v e r - y eUow . T h e 
a l t e r n a t i v e m e t h o d o f d i s p l a y i n g C l e a r t o S low, R u l e 
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4 0 8 A , i s g reen-ove r - r ed -ove r - f l ash ing -ye l l ow for t r i p l e -
h e a d s i gna l s , a n d y e l l o w - o v e r - f l a s h i n g - y e l l o w fo r 
s k e w e d d o u b l e - h e a d m a s t s i gna ls . 

Now, o n t o s i gna ls tha t d i s p l a y a speed r e s t r i c t i on for 
i ts b l o c k p l u s i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t a n u p c o m i n g speed 
r e s t r i c t i o n . T h e r e is a f a i r l y s i m p l e p a t t e r n f o r these 
s igna ls . F i r s t , a l l o f t h e m w i l l have the h i g h h e a d r e d . 
E v e n t h o u g h the h i g h h e a d i s r e d , o n l y some o f t h e m are 
d i s p l a y a b l e o n d o u b l e - h e a d dwar f s . • T h i s i s m a i n l y 
because t h e r u l e b o o k s i m p l y doesn ' t de f ine t h e m for 
doub l e -head dwar fs , b u t the r e is one case, M e d i u m t o 
M e d i u m , w h e r e t h e d o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f v e r s i on , g r e en -
over -green , is a c t u a l l y u s e d for Clear , as w e have a l r e a d y 
cove r ed . 

To c o n t i n u e w i t h d e s c r i b i n g t h e p a t t e r n for these 
s igna ls , a l l o f t h e m w i l l ha v e the m i d d l e h e a d f l a sh ing 
g r e e n w h e n t h e c u r r e n t b l o c k h a s a l i m i t e d s p e e d 
r e s t r i c t i on , j u s t l i k e R u l e 4 1 1 , L i m i t e d t o C lear . A U o f 
t h e m w i U have t h e m i d d l e h e a d s o l i d g r e e n w h e n t h e 
c u r r e n t b l o c k has a m e d i u m speed r e s t r i c t i on , j u s t l i k e 
R u l e 4 1 6 , M e d i u m t o Clear , a n d aU w U l have the m i d d l e 
h e a d f l a sh ing y e U o w w h e n the c u r r e n t b l o c k has a s l o w 
speed r e s t r i c t i o n . T h e o the r h a l f o f t h e p a t t e r n i s tha t t h e 
l o w h e a d w U l a l w a y s be f l a sh ing g r e e n w h e n the n e x t 
b l o c k has a l i m i t e d speed r e s t r i c t i on , s o h d g r e e n w h e n 
t h e n e x t b l o c k has a m e d i u m speed r e s t r i c t i o n , a n d 
f l a sh ing y e U o w w h e n the n e x t b l o c k has a s l o w speed 
r e s t r i c t i on . T h e r e a r e n o "IT p l a t e mod i f i e r s for s igna ls 
i n d i c a t i n g a s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n f o r t h e c u r r e n t a n d t h e 
nex t b l o c k . 

To go t h r o u g h these spedf i caUy, L i m i t e d to L i m i t e d is 
R u l e 4 1 2 , d i s p l a y e d as r ed -ove r - f l a sh ing - g r e en -ove r -
f l a s h i n g - g r e e n . L i m i t e d to M e d i u m , R u l e 4 1 3 i s 
d i s p l a y e d as r ed -ove r - f l a sh ing -g reen -ove r - g r een , w h i l e 
R u l e 4 1 4 , L i m i t e d t o S low, i s d i s p l a y e d as r ed -ove r -
f l a sh ing - g r e en -ove r - f l a sh ing - y eUow . O n l y L i m i t e d t o 
S l o w is d i sp layab l e o n a doub l e -head d w a r f as f l a sh ing 
green-over - f lash ing-yeUow. 

M e d i u m t o L i m i t e d i s R u l e 4 1 7 , d i s p l a y e d as r e d -
ove r - g r e en -o v e r - f l a sh ing - g r e en . It is d i s p l a y a b l e o n a 
d o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f as g r e en -o v e r - f l a sh ing - g r e en . 
M e d i u m t o M e d i u m , R u l e 4 1 8 , i s d i sp l a y ed as red-over -
green-over -green , a n d i t c a n n o t be d i sp l a y ed as g r e e n -
ove r -g reen o n a d o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f as th i s i s h o w s u c h a 
s i gna l d i sp lays R u l e 4 0 5 , C lear . 

R u l e 4 1 9 , M e d i u m t o Slow, i s d i sp l a y ed as red-over -
g r een -ove r - f l a sh ing -yeUow, a n d i t is d i s p l a y e d o n a 
d oub l e -head d w a r f as green-over - f lash ing-ye l low. 

S l o w t o l i m i t e d i s R u l e 4 2 2 a n d is d i s p l a y e d as r e d -
ov e r - f l a sh ing - y eUow-ov e r - f l a sh ing - g r e en . It does n o t 
have a d o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f c oun t e rpa r t . S l o w t o M e d i i i m , 
R u l e 4 2 3 , i s d i s p l a y e d as red-over - f l ash ing-ye l l ow-over -
g r e e n , a n d i t t o o i s n o t d i s p l a y e d o n a d o u b l e - h e a d 
dwar f . R u l e 4 2 4 , S l o w t o Slow, i s d i sp l ayed as red-over -
f lash ing-yeUow-over - f lash ing-ye l l ow, a n d has n o d o u b l e -
h e a d d w a r f v e r s i o n . 

F ina l l y , w e ge t t o the v a r i o u s S t o p ' i n d i c a t i o n s . Tha t 
is , s i gna ls tha t a re a l l r e d . To start w i t h , w e have a l r e a d y 
m e n t i o n e d R u l e 4 2 6 , R e s t r i c t i n g S i g n a l . I n a d d i t i o n to 
o ther w a y s t h a t i t i s d i sp l a y ed , i t m a y b e a s ing l e -head 
s i g n a l t ha t i s r e d o r a s k e w e d doub l e -head tha t i s r e d -
over - red , b o t h w i t h a y e l l o w l e t te r p l a t e w i t h a n " R " o n 

Rule 4 1 2 - L imi t ed t o L imi ted 

Ru le 4 1 3 - L imi ted t o M e d i u m 

Rule 4 1 4 - L imi t ed t o S l o w 

Rule 4 1 5 - L imi ted t o S t o p 

Ru le 4 1 B - M e d i u m t o C l e a r 

Ru le 4 1 7 - M e d i u m t o L imi ted 

Ru l e 4 1 B - M e d i u m t o M e d i u m 

Rule 4 1 S - M e d i u m t o S l o w 

Rule 4 S C - M e d i u m t o S t o p 

Ru le 4 2 1 - S l o w t o C l e a r 

% 
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Rule 4 2 2 - S l o w t o L imi ted 

Ru l e 4 2 S - S l o w t o M e d i u m 

Rule 4 2 4 - S l o w t o S l o w 

Rule 4 2 5 - S l o w t o S t o p 

d 0 

Rule 4 2 B - Ree tp lc t lng S ignal 

Ru le 4 2 7 - Spec i e ! P r o t e c t i o n S ignal 

Ru le 4 2 S - S t o p end P r o c e e d S ignal 
d d 

A A 
Rule 4 2 3 - S t o p S igna l 

A 

i t . T h i s s i g n a l a l l o w s a t r a i n t o pass i t a t r e s t r i c t ed speed 
w i t h o u t m a H n g a fuU stop . R e c a l l t ha t r e s t r i c t ed speed 
i s t h e l esser o f e i the r 15 n i . p . h . or the speed tha t a stop 
i s poss ib l e w i t h i n h a l f t h e v i s i b l e d i s tance . 

N e x t , t h e r e i s R u l e 4 2 7 , t h e S p e c i a l P r o t e c t i o n 
S i g n a l . T h i s m a y b e e i t h e r a s i n g l e - h e a d o r s k e w e d 
d o u b l e - h e a d m a s t s i g n a l s . It w U l hav e a y e l l o w p l a t e 
w i t h the le t ters " S P S " o n i t . T h i s s i gna l r equ i r e s t h e t r a i n 
t o m a k e a c o m p l e t e s top , t h e n c o n t i n u e a t r e s t r i c t e d 
speed , p r e c e d e d b y a f l a g m a n w h e n necessary t o ensure 
f u U p r o t e c t i o n . These s i gna ls are ra r e . 

R u l e 4 2 8 , S top a n d Proceed , i s a lso e i ther a s ing le -
h e a d a t r e d o r a s k e w e d doub l e -head tha t d isp lays r e d -
ove r - r ed , w i t h n o a d d i t i o n a l l e t t e r p l a t e t o m o d i f y i t s 
m e a n i n g . T h i s r e q u i r e s t h e t r a i n t o m a k e a f u l l s top 
be fore c o n t i n u i n g past t h e r e d s i gna l a t r e s t r i c t ed speed. 

F ina l l y , t h e S top s i gna l , R u l e 4 2 9 , m e a n s s i m p l y that , 
stop. T h i s s i g n a l c a n n o t be pas s e d e x c ep t i f s p e c i a l 
i n s t r u c t i o n s a r e r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e R T C . It m a y be 
d i s p l a y e d as a s ing l e -head r e d s i g n a l tha t has a l e t te r 
p l a t e w i t h a n "A" o n i t , as a n o n - s k e w e d d o u b l e - h e a d 
s i g n a l t ha t d i sp l ays r e d - o v e r - r e d , a t r i p l e - h e a d s i g n a l 
s h o w i n g r ed -ove r - r ed -ove r - r ed , a d o u b l e - h e a d d w a r f 
s i gna l t ha t i s red-over - red , o r a s ing l e -head d w a r f s i gna l 
d i s p l a y i n g r e d . 

Rules of thumb 
I hope th i s t ex t has p r o v i d e d y o u w i t h the b a c k g r o u n d 
i n f o r m a t i o n ne c e s s a r y t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e i n d i c a t i o n s 
g i v e n b y r a i l w a y s igna ls i n C a n a d a a l o n g w i t h w h y some 
i n d i c a t i o n s are u s e d i n s t e ad o f o thers . To summar i s e , the 
" ru l e s o f t h u m b " tha t have b e e n de v e l oped here are as 
foUows: 

• T h e o n l y f l a sh ing h i g h h e a d aspect i s A d v a n c e d C l ea r 
t o S top . 

• A n y s i gna l tha t d isp lays a y e l l o w for the h i g h h e a d is 
d i s p l a y i n g a " C l e a r to s o m e t h i n g " t ype o f aspect . 

• A n y s i gna l d i s p l a y i n g a red-over- f lash ing-green-over-
s o m e t h i n g i s d i s p l a y i n g a " L i m i t e d to s o m e t h i n g " 
aspect . 

• S i g n a l s d i s p l a y i n g a r e d - o v e r - g r e e n - o v e r - s ome th ing 
g e n e r a l l y d i s p l a y a " M e d i u m to s o m e t h i n g " aspect . 
T h e excep t i ons to th i s are i n R u l e 4 1 1 , w h e r e there is 
a n " L " p la te t o m o d i f y t h e m e a n i n g o f th i s s i gna l to 
l i m i t e d to Clear , a n d R u l e 4 2 1 w h e r e a red-over -green 
o n doub l e -head s igna ls m e a n s S l o w t o Clear . 

• A n y s i g n a l d i s p l a y i n g a red-over- f lash ing-yeUow-over-
s o m e t h i n g is d i s p l a y i n g a " S l o w t o s o m e t h i n g " aspect . 

• A n y s i g n a l d i s p l a y i n g a r ed - o ve r - some th ing - o ve r -
f l ash ing -g reen is d i s p l a y i n g a " s o m e t h i n g to L i m i t e d " 
aspect . 

• S i g n a l s d i s p l a y i n g a r e d - o v e r - s o me th ing - o v e r - g r e en 
g e n e r a l l y d i s p l a y a " s o m e t h i n g t o M e d i u m " aspect . 
T h e e x c ep t i on t o th i s is R u l e 4 2 1 w h e r e a red-over-
red -over -g reen m e a n s S l o w t o Clear . 

• S i gna l s d i s p l a y i n g a someth ing -ove r - someth ing -ove r -
f l a s h i n g - y e l l o w g e n e r a l l y d i s p l a y a " s o m e t h i n g t o 
S l o w " aspect . T h e ex c ep t i on t o th i s i s R u l e 4 2 5 w h e r e 
red-over - red-over - f l ash ing-ye l l ow m e a n s S l o w to S top . 

• A U - r e d i n d i c a t i o n s o n t r i p l e -head , n o n - s k e w e d doub l e -
h e a d , s i n g l e - h e a d w i t h a n "A" p l a t e , a n d a l l d w a r f 
s igna ls d i sp l a y a n abso lu te S top aspect , m e a n i n g that 
t r a i n s m u s t s top a n d s tay un l e s s - g i v e n spe c i a l 
i n s t ruc t i ons t o pass the s i gna l . 

• A l l - r e d i n d i c a t i o n s o n s i n g l e - h e a d ( w i t h o u t a n "A" 
p la te ) a n d s k e w e d doub l e -head s ignals d i sp l a y a Stop 
a n d P r o c e e d aspect . 

• A l l - r e d i n d i c a t i o n s o n s i n g l e - h e a d a n d d o u b l e - h e a d 
s ignals , e i ther w i t h a n " R " p la te , d i sp l a y a Res t r i c t ing 
S i g n a l , m e a n i n g t h a t a t r a i n m a y pass at r e s t r i c t e d 
speed w i t h o u t first m a k i n g a comp l e t e s top . • 
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A LAZY WEEKEND IN THE WEST 
I h a d a ser ies o f m e e t i n g s i n w e s t e m C a n a d a i n J a n u a r y 
tha t w e r e s p r e a d ove r t w o w e e k s . R a t h e r t h a n fly b a c k 
t o M o n t r e a l f o r t h e w e e k e n d , I d rove from K a m l o o p s t o 
V a n c o u v e r a f ter t h e m e e t i n g o n F r i d a y a n d spen t 
S a t u r d a y e x p l o r i n g the r a i l w a y s ta t ions a n d the S k y T r a i n 
i n V a n c o u v e r . A f t e r a b u s y day, i t w a s g rea t t o c r a w l 
a b o a r d the Canadian for a t r i p t o E d m o n t o n . 

T h e V I A s t a t i o n o n M a i n S t ree t , t he f o r m e r C N R 
s ta t i on , i s a l a r g e g reys tone two -s to rey s t r a c tu r e . T h i s 
s ta t i on has a s t u b - e n d t r a c k a r r a n g e m e n t , a n d the t r a c k 
access i s v i a B u r l i n g t o n N o r t h e r n ' s h n e t o N e w 
Westmins te r . 

V I A has r e s t o r ed th i s s ta t i on . It, l i k e the C P R s ta t i on 
d o w n t o w n , has a f l a t c e i l i n g w i t h deep p a n e l s . T h e 
p i las te rs a l o n g the w a l l s have b e e n done i n d a r k g r e en . 
T h e c o l u m n s a r o u n d t h e m a i n concourse have a poHshed 
l i gh t - g r ey m a r b l e d a d o o r base . T h e c e i l i n g pane l s a re 
c r e a m w i t h t h e i r m o u l d i n g s a c c en t ed i n reds . A s pa r t o f 
the m o d e r n i s a t i o n , t h e s o u t h p o r t i o n o f the m a i n h a H has 
a n e w s s t and , a b a r b e r shop , a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y a 
i n t e r m o d a l t e r m i n a l for severa l b u s l i n e s . T h e cent re o f 
the m a i n h a l l has a n i n f o r m a t i o n c oun t e r w i t h a l a rge 
r e s t o r ed d o c k . T h e n o r t h w e s t c o m e r i s r e a d y to f eed the 
t r a v e l l e r s o f t h e n e x t d e c a d e w i t h a M c D o n a l d ' s 
Re s t au ran t . 

V I A T r a i n 2 p u l l e d o u t o f t h e s t a t i o n o n t i m e at 
2 0 : 0 0 . S o m e o f the o n - b o a r d c r e w w e r e a b i t o f f s chedu le 
s ince t h e i r w e s t w a r d a r r i v a l i n t o V a n c o u v e r h a d b e e n 
a lmos t 12 h o u r s l a t e d u e t o a d e r a i l m e n t i n the frozen 
w U d s o n n o r t h e m O n t a r i o . A s w e p u l l e d o u t o f 
V a n c o u v e r w e w a n d e r e d b a c k t o the d o m e o f Kootenay 

Park, t h e r e a r o b s e r v a t i o n car. T r a i n 2 t r a v e l s o v e r a 
short s e c t i on o f C N t r ackage from the s ta t i on t o connec t 
to the B u r l i n g t o n N o r t h e m ' s t r a ckage . F r o m C P Jet . at 
N e w Wes tmins te r , t he t r a i n f o l l ows the C P Wes tm ins t e r 
a n d Cascade S u b d i v i s i o n s t o M i s s i o n . A t M i s s i o n , t w o 
a t t empts w e r e n e e d e d t o get o n the M i s s i o n S u b d i v i s i o n 
to cross the F rase r R i v e r t o c o i m e c t w i t h the C N o n the 
s o u t h shore a t M a t s q u i J u n c t i o n , a f ter a c o u p l e o f 
sw i t ches w e r e n o t p r o p e r l y a l i g n e d o n the first try. A f t e r 
a shor t , s top at M a t s q u i , i t w a s o n t o C N ' s Ya l e 
S u b d i v i s i o n . T h i s w a s m y s i g n a l to get some s leep . 

S h o r t l y a f ter 0 3 : 0 0 , I h a l f - a w o k e a n d spen t a f e w 
m i n u t e s w a t c h i n g o u r p r o g r e s s a l o n g t h e T h o m p s o n 
R i v e r as w e m a d e o u r w a y east a l o n g C N ' s A s h c r o f t 
S u b d i v i s i o n , w i t h CP ' s T h o m p s o n S u b d i v i s i o n across the 
river. T h e s w i n g i n g h e a d l i g h t o f o u r t r a i n a n d the s igna ls 
o n the t w o sets o f w i n d i n g t r acks w a s in t e r e s t ing , b u t 
s leep h a d a h i g h e r p r i o r i t y . 

I finally got u p s h o r t l y be fore 0 7 : 0 0 a n d w h i l e I w a s 
h a v i n g break fas t , a b o u t 0 7 : 1 5 , w e passed a w e s t b o u n d 
at Vavenby, abou t f i f ty m i l e s w e s t o f B l u e R iver , B . C . A t 
0 8 : 1 5 , w e passed a w e s t b o u n d c o a l d r a g w i t h C N S D 6 0 s 
5 5 5 4 a n d 5 5 1 2 n e a r M e s s i t e r Wes t a t M i l e 15 o f t h e 
C l e a r w a t e r S u b d i v i s i o n . A f t e r a s top at B l u e R iver , i t w a s 
o n to the A l b r e d a S u b d i v i s i o n for the 1 3 2 - m i l e r u n to 
Jasper . A t L e m p r i e r e , 2 5 m i l e s east o f B l u e R i ve r , w e 
passed a w e s t b o u n d c o n t a i n e r a t 0 9 : 3 0 p o w e r e d b y C N 

GP40-2S 9 6 5 8 a n d 9 6 6 5 a n d at 0 9 : 4 5 p a s s e d a n o t h e r 
w e s t b o u n d w i t h 9 5 5 4 a n d 9 6 1 4 at C l e m i n a , M i l e 9 6 . 4 . 
W e r o U e d t h r o u g h A l b r e d a , M i l e 9 1 . 5 , a t 0 9 : 5 3 h o u r s . 
T h e n e x t w e s t b o u n d w a s w a i t i n g fo r us at C a n o e R iver , 
M i l e 8 2 . 6 , w i t h S D 4 0 - 2 5 2 5 9 a n d S D 4 0 5 1 3 1 as w e 
passed at 1 0 : 0 6 . 

O u r n e x t w e s t b o u n d w i t h S D 4 0 - 2 s 5 2 6 3 a n d 5 2 4 2 
w a s s i t t i ng a t YeUowhead , M i l e 17 .5 , a t 1 3 : 1 5 . T h e s o u t h 
t r a c k fo r the 8.5 m i l e s f r o m G e i k i e t o J a s p e r h a d t w o 
w e s t b o u n d s w a i t i n g fo r u s t o c l e a r so t h e y c o u l d ge t 
a r o u n d the r a i l m o i m t e d c rane w o r k i n g at G e i k i e . S i n c e 
I w a s h a v i n g l u n c h be fore o u r s ta t i on stop at Jasper , I 
d i dn ' t get a n y n u m b e r s . 

O u r t r a i n h a d the f o l l o w i n g cons is t as w e a r r i v e d i n 
Jaspe r : B e h i n d F 4 0 P H - 2 s 6 4 0 1 a n d 6 4 5 4 w e r e baggage 
car 8 6 2 1 , coaches 8 1 1 0 a n d 8 1 1 1 , S k y l i n e 8 5 1 5 , c o a c h 
8 1 0 1 , S k y l i n e 8 5 0 9 , s leeper D a w s o n M a n o r - 8 3 1 9 , d i n e r 
Fa i r7 ioZme-8409 , s l eepers Franklin Manor-8326 a n d 
Wolfe Manor-8342, a n d d o m e - o b s e r v a t i o n Kootenay 

Park-8708. D u r i n g o u r h o u r - a n d - t e n - m i n u t e l a y o v e r a t 
Jasper, Dawson Manor, 8 5 0 9 , a n d 8 1 1 1 w e r e set out t o 
j o i n F 4 0 P H - 2 6 4 0 6 for the Skeena to P r i n c e R u p e r t . 

A t Jasper , a w e s t b o u n d c o a l d r a g w i t h S D 6 0 5 5 0 1 
a n d D a s h 8 -40C 2 4 1 4 p u l l e d ou t at abou t 1 4 : 0 0 . A n o t h e r 
w e s t b o u n d a r r i v e d at 14 :20 a n d S D 6 0 5 5 4 4 a n d D a s h 8 
2 4 1 8 u n c o u p l e d a n d h e a d e d to t h e s h o p . A s e c o n d 
w e s t b o u n d , a g r a i n t r a i n , a r r i v e d a t 14 :38 p o w e r e d b y 
D a s h 8s 2 4 0 7 a n d 2 4 4 5 , S D 4 0 - 2 5 3 1 1 , a n d S D 4 0 5 1 2 2 . 
Nos . 2 4 0 7 a n d 2 4 4 5 r e t u m e d t o t h e i r t r a i n a t 14 :45 af ter 
d r o p p i n g the o the r t w o un i t s a n d got r e a d y to h e a d o n 
w e s t to t h e coast . T w o J o r d a n sp reade rs , 5 0 9 3 8 a n d 
5 0 9 5 4 , sat i n the y a r d n e a r m y car. 

W e le f t J a s p e r o n t i m e fo r the 2 5 0 - m i l e r i m t o 
E d m o n t o n ove r the E d s o n S u b d i v i s i o n . T h e r e w e r e 
p l e n t y o f e l k l o o k i n g for f ood o n the h iUs east o f Jasper . 
A l o n e w o l f o n the g lassy ice surface o f a s m a l l l ake w a s 
w a l k i n g v e r y g i n g e r l y as i f h e h a d f a l l e n n u m e r o u s 
times. 

A t Pa rk Gate , 3 0 m i l e s east o f Jasper , w e o ve r t ook a n 
e a s t b o u n d c o a l t r a i n a t 1 5 : 3 5 , b u t I go t n o n u m b e r s . 
D a s h 8-40 C 2 4 4 2 p l u s o n e o t h e r u n i t w a s p a r k e d a t 
B i c k e r d i k e as w e passed at 1 6 : 5 5 . B i c k e r d i k e , 138 m i l e s 
w e s t o f E d m o n t o n , is t h e j u n c t i o n w i t h the F o o t h i l l s 
S u b d i v i s i o n tha t p rov ides access t o the c o a l f i e lds . It w a s 
ge t t ing qu i t e d a r k at 17 :05 as w e passed E d s o n w h e r e 
D a s h 8 2 4 4 2 w a s p a r k e d . 

W e h a d d i n n e r i n the d i n e r as w e c o n t i n u e d east to 
E d m o n t o n , w h e r e w e a r r i v e d sho r t l y be fore 2 1 : 0 0 . W i t h 
t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e w e s t c o n n e c t i n g t r a c k t o t h e V I A 
s t a t i o n a l l t r a i n s m u s t e i the r b a c k i n t o o r o u t o f i t . 
E a s t b o u n d t r a i n s m u s t go east t o Eas t J u n c t i o n o n the 
W a i n w r i g h t S u b d i v i s i o n a n d t h e n b a c k i n the 3 .4 n u l e s 
to the s ta t i on . 

T h e t r i p f r o m V a n c o u v e r t a k e s 2 5 h o u r s , b u t w a s 
d e f i n i t e l y m o r e en j oyab l e a n d r e l a x i n g t h a n h a v i n g 
spent 10 o r 12 h o u r s j a m m e d i n t o a sa rd ine c a n t h e y c a l l 
a n a i r p l a n e for the t r i p b a c k a n d f o r t h t o M o n t r e a l . 

—Art Clowes 
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Th is m o n t h , w e ' l l s tar t of f t h e c o l u m n w i t h a f ew notes o n 
subjects we ' ve m e n t i o n e d before, a n d t h e n cont inue w i t h 
observat ions o n m y trave ls t h r o u g h N e w B r u n s w i c k a t Chr i s tmas . 

S t a t i on S c e n e 
Dave H a n s o n has sent a l o n g a no te tha t he has hea rd tha t the 
Fairv i l l e , N e w B r u n s w i c k , C P R s t a t i on has b e e n demo l i shed . W e 
m en t i oned th is s t a t i on w i t h i ts w i t ch ' s h a t r oo f b a c k i n the 
October 1992 c o l u m n . 

Tony C l e g g repor ts tha t the n e w V I A s ta t i on i n Sa in t J o h n 
is open . T h e s t rac ture is l o ca t ed a coup l e o f h u n d r e d feet east o f 
the i r f o rmer w o o d e n b o x s ta t i on . 

I f o rgot i n December to m e n t i o n tha t I w a s d o w n to a s m a l l 
r a i l w a y s h o w a t B u r l i n g t o n , V e m o n t , i n l a t e November . Th is w a s 
a n excuse t o d rop b y S a i n t - A r m a n d , Quebec , nea r the Ve rmont 
border . B a c k i n o u r M a r c h 1 9 9 3 co lvunn w e men t i oned Sa int -
A r m a n d i n con j rmct ion w i t h J u l i a n Bernard ' s comments a b o u t the 
C e n t r a l Vermont ' s R o x b u i y S u b d i v i s i o n ex t end ing n o r t h f r o m 
H i g h g a t e Spr ings , Vermont , t h r o u g h Sa in t -A rmand , S tanbr idge , 
Des Riv ieres , a n d Sa in t -A l exandre to Iberv i l le i n the la te 1930s . 

The r e la t i ve l y l a rge b r i c k S a i n t - A r m a n d s ta t i on st iU exists 
a n d is present l y u s e d as the communi t y ' s t o w n h a U . W h i l e the 
w a l l s o f the b u i l d i n g are p l a i n , the c o m e r s o f o p e r a t o f s b a y have 
pro j ec t ing b r i c k p i l a s t e i s . The w a l l s are qui te h i g h a n d i t w o u l d 
be m y guess tha t t h e o r i g i n a l passenger canopies w o u l d have 
b e e n j u s t above the w i n d o w s w i t h cons iderab le w a l l above i t . 
There is f ancy b r i c k c o r b e l l i n g a l l a r o u n d u n d e r the eaves, as 
w e l l as p ro j ec t ing b r i c k accents above the w i n d o w s . 

W e l l w o r t h the t en -minute de tour from the m a i n h ighway. 
I a lso e xp l o r ed more o f the o l d right-of-way i n the area, a n d a 
fair a m o u n t s t iU shows , b u t F U save tha t for ano ther t ime . , 

A l s o o n the s t a t i on scene, D o u g B r o w n gave m e a d i p p i n g 
a n n o u n c i n g t h a t the S a i n t -B r un o s t a t i on w a s reopened o n 
J a n u a r y 9, 1 9 9 3 , as a c o m m u n i t y centre . W e have f o l l owed th is 
r e l o ca t i on a n d r econs t ruc t i on severa l t imes, i n d u d i n g our 
J a n u a r y J u i i e , a n d November -December 1992 co lumns . T h e 
s l o p i n g l a n d s c a p i n g a n d comp le t e concrete basement u n d e r the 
o l d s t a t i on makes i t su i t ab l e for a coup l e o f s i zab le funct ions a t 
the same t ime . 

St . Ma r t i n s u p d a t e 
I made reference to S t . M a r t i n s , N e w B r u n s w i c k , a n d the i r 
r a i l w a y i n the September 1 9 9 3 c o l u m n . A t tha t time, I ind i ca ted 
tha t I w a s t r y i n g to get pe rm iss i on to use some stories a n d 
pho tog raphs o n th is 27-mf le r a i l w a y t h a t w a s abandoned i n 
1 9 4 0 . 1 a m st iU h o p i n g to achieve th is , b u t i n the meant ime, ou r 
member D a v i d Osborne has sent a l o n g some ex t ra in f o rmat i on . 
Howeveq I a m g o i n g to be m e a n a n d keep some o f Dave 's 
i n f o rma t i on u n t i l I c a n con f i rm w h e t h e r I c a n get th is o ther 
ma te r i a l . 

A n y w a y Dave advises tha t the present s t ructure o n the 
b e a c h a t the foot o f B e a c h Street is a c t u a l l y pa r t o f the fre ight 
shed . I h a d men t i oned abou t the change i n the roo f design, a n d 
Dave advises tha t H u r r i c a n e E d n a b a c k i n 1 9 5 6 d e d d e d th is 
s t rac ture s h o u l d be a boa t a n d sp l i t the b u i l d i n g i n two , w a s h i n g 
one pa r t ou t to sea . 

A l s o , I guess I mus t have b e e n h i g h o n the thoughts o f f r ied 
d a m s , for Dave c l osed h is r emarks b y i n f o r m i n g us " d t y s l i ckers " 
tha t the hghthouse-cum-tour i s t b u r e a u is a fake, b u i l t s imp l y as 
a tour is t b u r e a u . 

W h o ' s F i r ing it N o w ? 
Th is w o u l d appear to be the p rope r h e a d i n g for a shor t a r t i d e i n 
the N e w B r u n s w i c k H i s t o r i c a l Sodet fys 1 9 6 1 a n n u a l p u b l i c a t i o n 
abou t a s t eam locomot i ve tha t appa r en t l y h a d more changes i n 
ownersh ip t h a n any other s t eam locomot i ve i n C a n a d a . Th is l i s t 
c omp i l ed b y the N B H S ' s H u g h Bolster s ta ted tha t the W e s t e m 
E x t e n s i o n R a i l w a y acqu i r ed the i r eng ine N o . 1 i n 1 8 6 9 . h i 1872 , 
i t became the E u r o p e a n a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a n Ra i lway ' s engine 
N o . 1, a n d t h e n the F rede r i c t on Ra i lway ' s eng ine N o . 2 i n 1877 . 
In 1887 , i t w a s acqu i r ed b y the N e w B r u n s w i c k R a i l w a y as 
engine N o . 30 , o n l y to become C a n a d i a n Pad f i c ' s N o . 5 0 7 i n 
1 8 9 0 for a f ew months . La te r i n 1890 , the W i l l a r d K i t chen 
C o m p a n y (a r a i l w a y contractor ) a cqu i r ed i t as the i r N o . 1, t h en 
i t became eng ine N o . 1 o n John . S t e w a r f s Tobique Va l l ey 
Ra i lway, a n d b y the e n d o f 1890 , i t s t iU ca r r i ed N o . 1, b u t o f the 
C o m w a l l i s VaUey R a i l w a y i n N o v a Sco t i a . It r ema ined i n N o v a 
Sco t i a u n t i l i t w a s sc rapped i n 1 9 1 2 , b u t d u r i n g tha t time i t w a s 
the W i n d s o r a n d A n n a p o l i s Ra i lway ' s N o . 13 f r o m 1892 to 1 8 9 4 
a n d t h e n the D o m i n i o n A t l a n t i c Ra i lway ' s N o . 1 for the engine's 
final 18 years . 

T h e F r o z e n East, c o n t i n u e d 
Las t m o n t h , I men t i oned the Ken t N o r t h e m tha t ex tended f r om 
Ken t J u n c t i o n o n the In te rco lon ia l R a i l w a y to R i c h i b u c t o . 
H i g h w a y 1 2 6 s t iU shows the p a t c h j obs done w h e n the t racks 
w e r e t a k e n u p across i t . Ken t J r m c t i o n h a d a wye , so w i t h the 
he l p o f the p a v i n g marks , i t is easy to f oUow the a l i gnment o n 
this w y e east o f the I C R ma in l i n e . 

Roge i sv i l l e , a smaU v iUage a b o u t m i d w a y b e t w e e n M o n c t o n 
a n d Newcas t l e , s t i l l has i ts s tat ion, n o w ma in t a in ed a n d used b y 
V I A It is a s ingle-storey C N - b u i l t s t rac ture o n the same p l a n as 
the former s ta t i on a t Po in te -du-Chene . It has b e en restored wi th, 
n e w w i n d o w s a n d the w a l l a rea above the r e d b r i c k dado has 
b e e n covered w i t h l i gh t g rey i sh b l u e v i n y l s id ing , a l l w i t h c ream 
co l ou red t r i m a n d a b l a c k roof. 

I t raveUed o n in to C h a t h a m to p i c k u p H i g h w a y 8 for m y 
t r ip a l o n g the M i r a m i c h i . There w e r e a coup l e o f C N engines 
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s w i t c h i n g a l o c a l l u m b e r m i l l , b u t b e t w e e n traff ic, etc., I c ou ldn ' t 
get the number s . 

C N , i n J a n u a r y 1 9 8 5 , a b a n d o n e d the 7 5 mi l es o f t r ack f r om 
the I C R m a i n l i n e a t D e r b y J u n c t i o n , a t the conf luence o f the 
M i r a m i c h i a n d M c C i v n e y r ivers, the c ross ing a n d j u n c t i o n w i t h 
the N a t i o n a l T ranscon t inen ta l Ra i lway . T h e first 13 mi les wes t o f 
the I C R to Quar tyv iUe w a s cons t ruc ted b y the I C R a n d opened o n 
December 1, 1 8 8 6 . A s y o u m a y have guessed, th is b r a n c h w a s 
b u i l t to r e a c h the quarr ies a t Quarryv f l l e . T h e numerous mi l l s a t 
M i l l e r t o n s u p p l i e d l u m b e r traf f ic. 

T h e M i r a m i c h i has l o n g b e e n n o t e d for i ts lumbe j ; a n d the 
first a n d o n l y major r a i l w a y to penetrate the v a l l e y w a s p romo t ed 
b y t w o indus t r i a l s , b o t h o f w h o m h a d major l u m b e r i n g interests. 
They we re J a b e z B . S n o w b a l l a n d A l e x a n d e r C i b s o n . C i b s o n h a d 
a l r eady cons iderab le r a i l w a y exper ience f r o m h is p r o m o t i o n a n d 
cons t ruc t i on o f t h e nar row-gauge N e w B r u n s w i c k R a i l w a y f r om 
C i b s o n ( n o w S o u t h D e v o n o r F r ede r i c t on No r th ) n o r t h to 
E d m u n d s t o n . 

These g en t l emen p u s h e d to have the N o r t h e m a n d W e s t e m 
R a i l w a y C o m p a n y f o rmed u n d e r p r o v in c i a l char te r i n A p r i l 1 8 7 2 . 
H o w e v e q i t w a s 15 years before the 107-mi l e l ine a l o n g the 
N a s h w a a k a n d M i r a m i c h i va l l eys f r o m S o u t h D e v o n t o the I C R 
m a i n l i n e w a s o p e n e d for traf f ic. Th is l ine f o l l o w e d the n o r t h 
shore o f the M i r a m i c h i i n the area wes t o f B l a c k v i h e w h e r e the 
r iver w a s ge t t ing w i d e n A t B l ackv i l l e , t h e r a i l w a y crossed the 
M i r a m i c h i o n a l a rge t imbe r b r idge a n d t h e n stayed o n the s o u t h 
shore t h r o u g h Che lms f o rd a n d co imec ted w i t h the I C R at 
C h a t h a m J u n c t i o n ( n o w N e l s o n J u n c t i o n ) . Th is p o r t i o n wes t o f 
the I C R o p e n e d o n J a n u a r y 1, 1887 , e ight mon ths before the 
G B R Une in to C h a t h a m . 

In 1 8 9 0 , the n a m e o f the N & W R w a s changed to the C a n a d a 
E a s t e r n R a i l w a y a n d th i s c o m p a n y acqu i r ed the C h a t h a m R a i l w a y 
Company . A l e x a n d e r C i b s o n exerted more in f luence over the 
C a n a d a E a s t e m a n d J . B . S n o w b a l l faded f r o m the scene. 

T h e C a n a d a E a s t e m w a s acqu i r ed b y the D o m i n i o n 
government i n 1 9 0 4 w i t h the takeover b e c o m i n g effective o n 
Oc tobe r 1 o f t h a t year. 

Now , somet ime b e t w e e n 1 8 8 7 a n d 1904 , a nine- i rule b r a n c h 
w a s c o n s t m c t e d a l o n g the n o r t h s ide o f the M i r a m i c h i f r om 
B lackv iUe to connec t w i t h the I C R b r a n c h a t Quarryv i l l e . Th is 
b r a n c h became ' pa r t o f C N ' s M i r a m i c h i Subd i v i s i on , w h i c h i t 
a b a n d o n e d i n 1 9 8 5 . Con fus i on is added b y reports tha t the ice 
a n d age h a d m a d e the la rge b r idge across the M i r a m i c h i a t 
B l a c k v i l l e unsafe b y the la t e r 1890s a n d tha t w a s the cause for 
the c o n s t m c t i o n o f the b r a n c h . 

A n y w a y f o l l o w i n g the 1 9 0 4 takeover b y the government , the 
h n e w a s p u t u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f the C o v e m m e n t R a i l w a y s a n d 
the l i n e f r o m B l a c k v i l l e v i a Che lms fo rd to C h a t h a m J u n c t i o n , 
a l o n g the s o u t h shore , w a s a b a n d o n e d i n 1 9 1 3 . 

E x c e p t for a f ew br idges a n d stretches o f a b a n d o n e d 
roadbed , there is n o t m u c h left o f CN ' s M i r a m i c h i S u b d i v i s i o n as 
i t c l imbs to B o i e s t o w n w h e r e i t leaves the M i r a m i c h i to con t inue 
o n to M c C i v n e y w h i c h is the h i g h p o i n t b e t w e e n the M i r a m i c h i 
a n d N a s h w a a k r ivers ' wa te rsheds . T h e concrete b l o c k s ta t i on a t 
M c C i v n e y has b e e n conver t ed for use b y the t r a ck ma in t enance 
forces. 

Wes t f r o m M c C i v n e y , C N ' s N a s h w a a k S u b d i v i s i o n prov ides 
i t w i t h access to F r ede r i c t on a n d to C a m p Cage t own , s o u t h o f 
F r ede r i c t on o n the fo rmer Sa in t J o h n a n d Quebec R a i l w a y The 
n i n e mi les ftrom M c C i v n e y to Cross Creek is no t access ib le b y car. 
A t Cross Creek, the r a i l w a y the N a s h w a a k R i ve i ; a n d roads get 
c loser toge ther a n d m o r e p a r a l l e l . 

Cross Creek w a s the former j u n c t i o n w i t h the o l d Y o r k a n d 
C a r l e t o n Ra i lway ' s 5 .4-mi le l i n e to S t an l e y Th is hne, 
inco rpo ra t ed i n 1 8 8 7 , h a d great p l ans for i ts r a i l w a y l ines, b u t 
never d i d get b e y o n d S t an l e y The l i n e w a s cu t b a c k f r o m Sta idey 
to S u t h e r l a n d i n December 1 9 7 6 . The r e m a i n i n g 2 .4 nules in to 
Cross Creek w a s a b a n d o n e d i n A p r i l 1 9 8 6 . 1 t ook the b a c k roads 
in to S tan l ey a n d even as the h g h t w a s s ta r t ing to go, I c o u l d 
ident i fy m u c h o f the o l d r a i l hne . 

F r o m Stanley, I h i gh - t a i l ed i t over t h e r e m a i n i n g hh l s to the 
St . J o h n R i ve i ; w i t h e n o u g h quest ions for some ex t ra research 
a n d a r e t u r n t r i p . 

Ear ly T r a c k S t r u c t u r e a n d Ra i l road ing 
C o r d Webster 's art ic les o n ra i lways i n N o v a Sco t i a i n the October 
1 9 9 3 issue of Rail and Transit r e m inde d m e o f another in te rv i ew 
i n the February 1 9 1 5 Canadian Government Railway Employees 

Magazine. T h a t i n t e r v i ew w a s w i t h a M r . A. B . C r a y a n ear ly 
roadmaster o f the In te rco lon ia l R a i l w a y a t N e w Clasgow, N.S. , 
a n d the f o Uo w ing are h i s comments abou t h is recoUect ions o f his 
ear l y days as a sec t i on m a n o n the N o v a Sco t i a R a i l w a y : 

'When I commenced raflroading in. 1866, the Nova Scotia 
Ra i lway was i n operat ion between Hal i fax and Truro and 
Windsor. The road bed was baUasted w i t h clay, and rock, 
taken out of the cuttings between Hal i fax and Bedford. The 
ties were i n nine foot lengths o f ro imd timbei; spht i n two 
halves w i t h saws. The rails were of the " H " pattern, that is, 
the tops and bottoms were aHke, and cou ld be used over 
again by turn ing t h e m upside down. They were seemed to 
the ties by cast i ron chairs, the ties be ing spotted to a l low 
chairs to set level on them. The rails were fastened i n the 
chairs by wooden keys or blocks made of e lm soaked i n tar. 
These rails, w h e n new, made a smooth running road. The 
rails were 16 and 18 foot lengths, and they a long w i t h the 
chairs and keys, were brought out f rom England about the 
year 1855. In 1867, portions of the track between Windsor 
Junc t i on and Hal i fax were re-laid w i t h i ron "T " rails, the 
same pattern as are now used. These " T " rails were secured 
at the jo ints by a t h i n steel scabbard. These scabbards had 
a decided tendency to wo r k loose, and sKp clear of the end 
of one ra i l , and track m e n had to keep busy keeping these 
scabbards i n place. There were no hand-cars i n those days, 

push cars only, but they were m u c h l ighter than those i n 
use at the present t ime. The track m e n were pa id 90 cents 
per day and the foremen $1.25, and many of us had to 
Eve, pay house rent, fuel, etc., and support quite large 
families, yet they seemed to get along, and have a l itt le to 
spare. The first regular trains used to run w i t h the 
passenger cars next to the engine. Later on, the passenger 
cars were put o n the rear of the trains. These trains made 
good t ime, and accidents were rare. It was quite a usual 
occurrence to see eight a n d t en flat cars o n the regular 
morn ing t ra in f rom Truro to Hal i fax, loaded w i t h wagons 
of country produce. Specia l trains were frequently run out 
for loading and distr ibuting ties. M a n y o f these special 
trains had no van, a n d on ly a conductor and one man, and 
sometimes a conductor only. The engines i n use at that 
t ime were a l l wood burners. In many cases, when out on 
special trains, loading and unload ing ties, I have helped the 
f i reman to handle wood, bo th o n the tendej; and into the 
fire-box. The dumps or fills between Bedford and Hal i fax 
were seriously damaged by the heavy southeast and 
northeast storms. One, Doyle's dump, was badly washed 
out i n 1870. Rai ls and ties were carried by the sea into the 
pond o n the right hand side go ing to Hal i fax, and I th ink 
the rails are i n the pond to this day. The sections between 
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Hal i fax a n d Bedford were short, on ly three miles i n length, 
a n d they h a d two m e n and a foreman to look after them, 
yet there was always p lenty of wo rk for them to do. They 
got no extra help i n the srnnme:; and i n the winter they 
had plenty o f snow a n d ice to handle. There were no car 
flangers of any sort. 
A g a i n , r e a d i n g the above ar t ic le , i t i s in te res t ing to no te the 

reference to ear l y p i g g yback service, the h i g h rates o f pay (!), 
cabooseless t ra ins , a n d o f course reference to the w o o d - b u r n i n g 
locomot ives . 

Ma jo r B i r t h d a y 
I o n l y h e a r d i t as a r ad i o announcement , b u t the 1 0 0 t h 
ann iversary o f the o p e n i n g o f the C a n a d i a n Pacif ic 's C h a t e a u 
F ron t enac i n Quebec C i t y o ccur r ed o n S a t t u d a y December 18, 
1 9 9 3 . The M o n t r e a l Gazette a f ew mon ths ago car r i ed a wr i t e -up 
abou t th is s t ruc ture tha t has d o m i n a t e d the sky l ine o f O l d 
Quebec w i t h i ts green-roo fed turrets a n d massive medieva l -s ty le 
w a l l s for 100 years . It is t h e mos t eas i ly recognisab le a n d 
p r o b a b l y the bes t k n o w n s ight i n the d t y a n d appears every 
m o n t h i n Rail and Transit a t the t op o f the Transcontinental 

sec t ion . 

Its 100 years have seen m a n y rare a n d va r i ed events, some 
r e su l t i ng i n c h a n g i n g the course o f h i s to ry n o t o n l y o f Canada , 
b u t o f the w o r l d . It has seen p r o v i n d a l po l i t i c i ans s u c h as 
M a u r i c e Dup less i s a n d R e n e Levesque c h a n g i n g the course o f 
Quebec a n d C a n a d i a n h i s t o r y It echoes C h u r c h i l l a n d Rooseve l t 
as they sat o n t w o separate occas ions p l o t t i n g the course a n d end 
o f the s e cond w o r l d war . In hgh te r moments , i t has w i tnessed 
A l f r e d H i t c h c o c k k i l l a murde r e r as pa r t o f the mov i e / Confess, 

tha t ended w i t h a chase sequence i n the h o t e l h a l l w a j ^ a n d 
k i t chens , c u h n i n a t i n g i n a con f ron ta t i on i n the b a l l r o o m be tween 
the mtude r e r a n d M o n t g o m e r y Cl i f t . 

M a u r i c e Dupless is , the Quebec premier i n the 1940s , l i v e d 
p e rmanen t l y a t the C h a t e a u Fron tenac t h r o u g h h i s years i n 
powep b u t w a s d i sp l aced b y the t w o Church i l l -Rooseve l t 
summi ts . The s tory dr i f ts a r o u n d the C h a t e a u abou t the y o u n g 
bo i l e r - r oom enginee i ; w h o rece ived a c omp la in t f r om Dupless i s 
s ta t ing tha t h e c ou ldn ' t get a n y s leep because o f the w h e e z i n g 
s t eam rad ia to rs . T h e bo i l e r - r oom eng inee f s s o l u t i o n w a s to shut 
d o w n the h e a t i n g sys tem l o n g e n o u g h for the most powe r fu l m a n 
i n the p rov ince to f a l l as leep. It w o r k e d , a n d the y o u n g engineer 
became the Premier ' s t rus t ed contac t w i t h i n the Chateau 's staff. 

So December 18, 1 9 9 3 , w a s the h i g h po in t o f a yea r - l ong 
ce l ebra t i on o f the C h a t e a u Frontenac ' s 1 0 0 t h anniversary. The 
ho t e l w a s cons t ruc ted b y C a n a d i a n Paci f ic R a i l w a y i n 1 8 9 3 a n d 
is s t iU a major t our i s t a t t rac t i on . 

Information Network 
Question f rom: H a r v e y W . D o u g l a s 

Subject: H a m i l t o n a n d M e a f o r d R.P.O. 
I have in my possession a post card which shows a post office 

cancellation which reads "Hamilton & Meaford REO.," dated July. 

21, 1906. I would be interested in knowing the background of the 

railway history and the history of this particular railway post office. 

Answers from: G r a y S c r i m g e o u r and G o r d o n W e b s t e r 
The pos tmark r e a d i n g " H a m i l t o n & M e a f o r d R . P . O . " w i t h no 
n u m b e r at the b o t t o m w a s u s e d f r o m 1 8 9 9 to 1 9 1 2 . Other R .P .O . 
ma rk ing s w i t h fa i r l y s im i l a r w o r d i n g [e.g., " H a m . & M e a f o r d , " 

" H a m i l t o n & M e a f o r d R . P . O . " w i t h a n u m b e r at . the bo t tom, etc.) 
we r e used o n th is r a i l w a y post office r u n f r om 1 8 9 8 u p to 1959 , 
a c c o r d i n g to the Catalogue of Canadian Railway Cancellations a n d 
A History of Canadian RRO.'s. Th is r u n w a s i n i t i a l l y o n the 
H a m i l t o n a n d N o r t h W e s t e m R a i l w a y w h i c h w a s incorpora ted 
i n the ear l y 1870s . 

The r a i l w a y opened w i t h a Hne f r o m H a m i l t o n to 
Geo rge t own i n 1876 , a n d w a s ex tended to B a i r i e a year later. A 
t h r o u g h l i n e f r o m Jarv is to H a m i l t o n , Barr i e , a n d CoU ingwood 
w a s comp le t ed i n 1879- The H & N W h a d b e e n ama lgamated w i t h 
severa l o ther l ines a n d t h e n w a s abso rbed in to the G r a n d T runk 
system i n 1 8 8 8 . The o r i g iua l H & N W p o s t a l mark ings (used firom 
1878 ) we re r ep laced w h e n i t w a s abso rbed in to the G r a n d 
Trunk, a n d t h e n the nex t set w a s a g a i n r ep laced b y the 
" H a m i l t o n & M e a f o r d R . P . O . " devices i n the la te 1890s . 

Question from: J ohn Fos t e r via F idoNet 
Subject: C o m f o r t cabs 

Could someone give some Canadian railway locomotive information 

with comfort cab history for those that are interested? 

Answer from: Pa t S c r i m g e o u r 
The cab des i gn tha t has become k n o w n as the "comfor t cab , " 
"safety cab , " " w i d e c a b " (but never so i n Extra 2200 South), oi, 

more recent l y " N o r t h A m e r i c a n c a b " w a s deve loped b y C a n a d i a n 
N a t i o n a l i n the ear ly 1970s . The first u n i t w i t h the n e w cab was 
G P 3 8 - 2 5 5 6 0 (now 4 7 6 0 ) , f oUowed c lose ly b y GP38-2s 
5 5 6 1 - 5 6 1 0 (now 4 7 6 1 - 4 8 1 0 ) a n d M 4 2 0 s 2 5 0 0 - 2 5 5 9 (now 
3 5 0 0 - 3 5 5 9 ) . A U o f these un i t s w e r e deUvered i n 1 9 7 3 a n d 1974 . 

The benef i ts o f the n e w cab w e r e m a n y p r imar i l y r e la ted to 
p r o v i d i n g more comfor tab le a n d safer w o r k i n g cond i t i ons for the 
engine a n d t r a i n crew. E x t e m a U y the m a i n features were the 
f u l l - w i d t h nose w i t h the doo r near the centre a n d the four 
w i n d o w s across the ang l ed f ront o f the cab . There we re several 
differences b e tween the G M a n d the M L W vers ions o f the cab 

.des ign : the shor t h o o d is shor ter a n d its ang les sharper o n the 
M L W vers ion, the f ront w i n d o w s o f the cab are di f ferent o n the 
t w o vers ions, a n d the c lass i f i cat ion Ughts are p l a c ed differently. 

C N has the f o Uo w ing uni ts w i t h the i r cab des ign : 
GP38-2 4760-4810 (were 5560-5610) 1973-74 
M420 3500-3579 (were 2500 -2579) 1973-76 
GP40-2 9400-9667 1974-76 
GP40-2 9668 -9677 (second-hand, from GO Transit) 1973-75 
SD40-2 5241-5363 . . . j 1975-80 
HR412 3580-3589 (were 2580-2589) 1981 

and , w i t h the f u l l - w i d t h c o w l a n d " D r a p e r Taper : " 
HR616 2100-21 19 1982 
SD50F 5400 - 5459 1985-87 
SD50AF 5500-5503 (were 9900-9903) 1985 
SD60F 5504-5563 1989 
Dash8-40CM 2400-2454 1990-92 

The f o U o w i n g o ther ra i lways a lso b o u g h t un i t s w i t h CN ' s cab 

des ign : 
B C Rail 
M420 6 4 0 - 647 1973 
M630 723-730 1973 (since retired) 
Dash 8-40CM 4600-4626 1990-93 

G O Transit 
GP40-2 700-710 1973-75 (since retired) 

Prov idence a n d Worcester also b o u g h t M 4 2 0 R s w i t h the C N cab. 

In the la te 1980s , the manufac turers s tar ted to offer var ia t ions o n 

the C N des ign . G O Transit 's F S 9 P H s , C P RaU's SD40-2Fs , a n d the 

f irst S D 6 0 M S o n U n i o n Paci f ic a n d B u r l i n g t o n N o r t h e m have the 
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nex t va r i an t o n the cab , the th r e e -w indow design, a n d the cab 
has c o n t i n u e d to evo lve f r o m there . 

A n o t h e r p a r t o f C N locomot i ve des i gn h is to ry is the 
f u l l - w i d t h c o w l a n d the " D r a p e r Taper." A s w i t h the n e w cab 
design, C N rea l i sed tha t the i r l o comot i ve orders w e r e la rge 
e n o u g h tha t they c o u l d speci fy the design, a n d n o t have to sett le 
o n l y for the s t anda rd mode l s f r o m C M a n d M L W . H R 6 1 6 s 
2 1 0 0 — 2 1 1 9 axe mechan i ca l l y s im i l a r to M 6 3 0 s , bu t have des ign 
e lements t h r o u g h o u t tha t w e r e u n i q u e to C N . F r o m the outside, 
the v i s ib l e features are the C N cab, a f u l l - w i d t h b o d y w i t h 
w a l k w a y s o n the ins ide , the " D r a p e r Taper" notches i n the b o d y 
to a l l o w v i s i b i l i t y t owards the rear f r o m ins ide the cab, a n d the 
rad ia tors w i t h c o o l a i r i n t ake f r o m the roo f a n d w a r m a i r exhaust 
a t the s ide . C N ' s la ter c o w l un i ts , f r om C M a n d G E , do n o t have 
the reversed f l o w o n the radiator . The "D r ap e r Taper" w a s n a m e d 
for B i l l Draper ; the l eader a t C N o f the efforts to des ign 
locomot ives tha t w o u l d best meet the ra i lway ' s needs. 

Question from: G o r d o n W e b s t e r 
Subject: Centralised traffic control 

Where were the first CTC systems in Canada? 

Answer from: Train operation by signal indication without train 
orders — centralized traffic control, by Burt Anderson, 
December 1934 
CP a n d C N b o t h h a d C T C systems p l a c e d in to service i n 1 9 2 8 o n 
the pra i r ies . CP 's sys tem w a s l o ca t ed be tween M e d i c i n e H a t a n d 
D u n m o r e o n w h a t is n o w the M a p l e Creek S u b d i v i s i o n i n A lbe r t a , 
a d is tance o f 6.1 mi les , a n d cons i s t ing o f 10 s ignals a n d t w o 
con t ro l l ed sw i tches . Th is segment o f t r ack is s t i l l the o n l y C T C -
cont roUed t rack o n the M a p l e Creek Subd i v i s i on . CN ' s system 
w a s 0.8 mi les i n l e n g t h i n the Saska toon Terminals , a n d cons is ted 
o f s i x s ignals a n d three c on t r o l l ed swi tches . The t h i r d C T C system 
i n C a n a d a w a s ins t a l l ed o n the C P t rack be tween C a d o m a a n d 
Wolfe 's Cove (Arise a u Fou l on ) , Quebec, w h i c h con t ro l l ed the 
t rack t h r o u g h the Wol fe 's Cove t u n n e l . Th is system, w h i c h was 
p l a c ed in to service i n 1 9 3 1 , was 1.1 mi les l o n g a n d cons is ted o f 
three c on t r o l l ed sw i tches a n d 2 5 s igna ls . N o n e o f these systems 
i n c l u d e d power -opera ted sw i tches o r pass ing s id ings . B y 
September 1, 1934 , there w e r e 1 4 7 C T C ins ta l l a t i ons i n the 
U n i t e d States a n d three i n C a n a d a . 

Messages from: S c o t t Hask i l l and Ca l v in H e n r y - C o t n a m 
Subject: N o t e s o n T T C s t r e e t c a r t r a c k m a p 

T h e latest m a p o f the street r a i l w a y n e t w o r k i n Toronto 
( pub l i shed i n the J a n u a r y 1 9 9 4 Rail and Transit) is the o f f ic ia l 
T T C representa t i on o f e x i t i ng t rackage , b u t i t leaves off some 
in te res t ing deta i l s . 

W h i l e n o l onge r i n use, a s tub -end spur s t iU exists o n Nev i l l e 
Pa rk B o u l e v a r d , s o u t h o f Q u e e n Street. The spur used to be 
reached b y b a c k i n g - u p w e s t b o r m d fi-om the eas tbo imd t rack, j u s t 
before the ent ry to N e v i l l e L oop . The spur w a s used to store 
d i sab l ed cars, ou t o f the w a y o f the regu la r service. W h e n the 
t rack o n Q u e e n Street w a s r econs t ruc ted i n 1992 , the connec t i on 
to the s p u r w a s n o t rep laced , a n d N e v i l l e L o o p is one o f the f ew 
t e rm ina l l oops w i t h ne i the r l oop- the- loop capab i l i t y n o r a storage 
t rack . 

F u r t h e r w e s t o n Q u e e n Street, a t CoxweU , the t rack i n the 
Queen -CoxweH L o o p is more c o m p l e x t h a n represented o n the 
d i ag ram. T h e l o o p t rackage c a n o n l y be entered firom s o u t h b o u n d 
o n CoxweU , a n d as the t r a ck leaves the l oop to t u r n wes t o n 
Q u e e n a n d t h e n to s w i n g b a c k n o r t h o n CoxweU , i t forms a shor t 
sec t ion o f gaunt l e t t r a ck w i t h the w e s t b o u n d r u n n i n g t rack o n 
Q u e e n Street . Th is is because o f the geometry o f the l o o p 

p rope r t y — the curve to connec t the l oop t rackage d i rec t l y w i t h 
the w e s t b o u n d Q u e e n Street t racks w o u l d b e too t ight . 

Over the shor t sec t i on o f Q u e e n Street a t the l oop exit, then , 
the s ix ra i ls , i n ordei ; f r o m n o r t h to south , are : wes tbo rmd o n 
Queen, n o r t h r a i l ; w e s t b o u n d f r o m the l oop to CoxweU , n o r t h 
r a i l ; w e s t b o u n d o n Queen , s o u t h r a i l ; w e s t b o u n d f r om the l oop 
to CoxweU , s o u t h r a i l ; a n d eas tbound o n Queen, n o r t h a n d s ou th 
raUs. 

CompUca t ing th is a r rangement is the connec t i on f r om 
w e s t b o u n d Q u e e n to n o r t h b o r m d CoxweU , w h i c h does no t j o i n 
u p w i t h the wes t - to -nor th gaunt l e t t rack, b u t connects o n 
C o x w e U n o r t h o f Queen . A U direct ions o f turns are poss ib le 
b e tween C o x w e U a n d Q u e e n Streets, b u t the l oop c a n on l y be 
entered f r om a n d ex i t ed to the nor th , a n d is usuaUy o n l y used to 
shor t - tu rn 5 0 6 — C a r l t o n cars. 

N o t c l ea r l y represented o n the d i a g r a m is the recent 
s imp l i f i ca t i on o f t rackage a t St . C l a i r (Wychwood ) Carhouse . The 
carhouse has n o t be en used as a n ope ra t ing base for streetcars 
s ince 1978 , a n d aU o f the r edun dan t spec i a lwork embedded i n 
W y c h w o o d Avenue a t the east s ide o f the site was removed i n 
1 9 9 2 . One o f the y a r d t racks w a s connec ted w i t h the access t rack 
o n the n o r t h s ide o f the b u i l d i n g to f o rm a large cont inuous loop, 
w i t h north-to-east a n d wes t - to -south connect ions to St . C l a i r 
Avenue . T h e m a n y overhead w i r es for var ious carhouse entrance 
t racks r e m a i n i n p lace , even t h o u g h the l adde r t racks b e l o w the 
w i res we re removed , n e w curbs instaUed, a n d the street repaved. 

One o f the oddest pieces o f spec i a lwo rk i n Toronto has 
d isappeared f r om the map , b u t st f l l exists o n the street. O n 
Duf f e r in Street, j u s t n o r t h o f R i n g Street, is the o n l y crossover 
outs ide o f a carhouse . Loca t ed o n t rackage tha t is no t used b y 
regu la r service, the crossover is a t r a i l i ng -pomt crossover (i.e., 
ang l ed southwest to nor theas t ) . A n y use o f i t t oday w o u l d resiUt 
i n a streetcar e n d i n g u p o n the w r o n g t rack, f ac ing i n the w r o n g 
d i rec t ion , i n r e l a t i on to the f l ow o f traff ic o n the street. The 
crossover w a s o r i g ina l l y ins ta l l ed o n Duf f e r in to a l l o w a shutt le 
service w i t h doub l e - ended streetcars to be operated be tween K i n g 
Street a n d the l o o p a t the w e s t e m entrance to the C a n a d i a n 
N a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n . The p u z z l i n g t h i n g abou t the crossover is its 
con t inued existence, a n d i ts rep lacement i n k i n d w h e n the t rack 
o n Du f f e r in w a s rebu i l t ; the T T C has r u n n o double -ended 
doub le - t rack streetcar routes a n d has o w n e d no doub le -ended 
streetcars s ince the late 1940s . 

Message from: Ray C o r l e y 
Subject: U n u s u a l s t r e e t ra i lway o p e r a t i o n 

From the Toronto Telegram, September 29, 1896, quoting the New 

York Telegram: 

C A R R U N S O N C E A M O N T H 

In the t own of Warrensburg, Missour i , is a street ra i lway system and 
nearly three miles of track, over w h i c h a street car makes a trip once 
each mon th and not oftener. The road was bui l t five years ago by Mr. 
Fairchi ld Dowd and Frank Wood, boom-t ime promoters, and was part 
of their scheme to make a great summer resort of Electric Springs. 
They bui l t a b i g hote l at the springs and a street car l ine to and 
through the pr inc ipa l streets of Warrensburg. Then the coUapse came. 

The franchise granted to the street ra i lway by the t o w n coimcfl 
required that cars run over the l ine each month . So, to ho ld the 
franchise, an o ld and r ickety bobtai led car is r u n out of the b a m once 
a month and mules are attached to i t to draw i t over the line, and 
then i t is put up i n the b a m to rest another month . 

The roadbed of the l ine has been so disturbed by frosts and rains 
that the rails are twisted and bent, and the car jumps the track i n 
going a short distance a great many times. Sometimes i t takes two 
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days to make the ro tmd tr ip. W h e n the car makes its regular month ly 
rounds the people t u r n out to see it, and to banter each other about 
it. It is considered a r i ch joke to induce a travel l ing salesman or any 
other stranger to board the can 

Message from: D a v e S ta l fo rd 
Subject: B r i t i sh l o c o m o t i v e s t a m p s 

The Toronto Star repor ts t h a t Grea t B r i t a i n has issued a set o f 
f ive stamps, s h o w i n g pho t og raphs o f great s t eam locomot ives . 
The s tamps commemora t e the 1 5 0 t h anniversary o f " r a i l w a y 
m a n i a , " the p e r i o d f r o m 1 8 4 4 to 1 8 4 9 w h e n Par l i ament passed 
5 6 4 acts p e r m i t t i n g c ons t ruc t i on o f a lmos t 1 0 000 mi les o f 
ra i lway . T h e s tamps s h o w : a l ocomot i ve i n 1966 , a l ocmot i ve a t 
K ings Cross s t a t i on i n 1 9 6 1 , a n ea r l y -morn ing t r a i n a r r i v i ng a t a 
s ta t ion , a l o comot i v e h a u l i n g a passenger t r a i n over a c a n a l 
br idge , a n d t w o engines doub l e -headed p u l l i n g a l o n g t r a i n i n 
the H i g h l a n d s . T h e pho tos o n the s tamps are b y C o l i n G i f fo rd . 

Books 
T H E A R T O F R A I L R O A D P H O T O G R A P H Y 
BY G A R Y B E N S O N 
Published by Kalmbach Publishing, 1993. 

W h e n y o u p i c k u p a c o p y o f The Art of Railroad Photography b y 
G a r y Benson , i t becomes r e ad i l y appa ren t tha t the pho t og raphy 
w i t h i n is v e r y di f ferent f r o m tha t o f the major i ty o f ra i l fans . 
Today, there is n o shor tage o f r a i l images, pas t a n d present, w i t h 
the huge n u m b e r o f a l l - c o l ou r b o o k s a n d v ideos tha t have b e en 
p r o d u c e d i n recent years . W h a t makes th is b o o k di f ferent is the 
ar t is t i c a p p r o a c h t a k e n to p r o d u c i n g r a i l images. 

T h e vas t major i ty o f ra f l fan photographers , myse l f i n c luded , 
s tar ted ou t i n th is h o b b y w i t h a l ove o f t ra ins . W e t h e n n a t u r a l l y 
progressed in to the r e a l m o f p h o t o g r a p h i n g w h a t w e loved , aU 
the w h i l e l e a r n i n g h o w to h a n d l e cameras a n d lenses as 
amateurs . Th is a p p r o a c h has p r o d u c e d pho tographers w h o have 
deve loped a sty le o f photo - j ourna l i s t i c do cumen ta t i on w i t h a n 
a i m to h i s to r i c p reserva t i on i n the i r images . 

G a r y B e n s o n is a success fu l pro fess iona l pho tog raphe r w h o , 
a m o n g o ther subject matters, pho tog raphs t ra ins . H i s h igh ly -
art is t ic images a t t rac t a t t en t i on s i m p l y because h is subject mat te r 
is p h o t o g r a p h e d f r o m a di f ferent perspect ive t h a n the rout ine 
thousands o f t r a i n pho t os t h a t have b e e n p u b l i s h e d . B e n s o n 
emphasises the use o f l o n g t e l ephotos a n d ve ry w ide -ang l e lenses, 
w h i c h genera l l y compress o r d i s to r t the de ta i l o f equ ipment . Th is 
b o o k succeeds i n demons t ra t i ng h o w to s h o w t ra ins i n the i r 
n a t u r a l e l ement b y u s i n g the scenery env i ronment , f o reground, 
o r b a c k g r o u n d as a v e r y s t r ong c o n t r i b u t i n g factor to the image . 

If y o u r a i m is t o p r oduce pho t og raphs tha t are art is t ic i n 
nature , w i t h a t o t a l c ompos i t i on t h a t is p l e a s ing to the eye (even 
to the eye o f a non - ra i l f an s u c h as m y wi fe ) , t h e n th is b o o k 
shows y o u h o w to achieve th is sty le o f photography. ( A l t h o u g h 
m y w i f e ag reed w i t h m e tha t the examples o n pages 82 a n d 8 3 
o f s h o w i n g m o t i o n b y p a n n i n g , z ooming , a n d u s i n g l o n g 
exposures are su i t ab l e o n l y as examples o f w h a t to toss i n the 
garbage. ) If y o u w i s h to p r oduce t r a d i t i o n a l " ros ter sho ts " for the 
purpose o f p rese rv ing i n f o rma t i on s u c h as l ocomot i ve deta i l , t h e n 
th is b o o k does n o t p rov ide y o u w i t h the t e chn i ca l i n f o rma t i on to 
achieve tha t resu l t . 

P h o t o g r a p h y i n gene ra l is a v e r y subject ive m e d i u m . In most 
cases y o u e i ther l i k e w h a t y o u see i n a n image or y o u don ' t . 
Benson 's b o o k encourages us to exp lo re see ing t ra ins di f ferent ly 

t h a n mos t o f us genera l l y do . Th i s exercise i tse l f is h i gh l y v a l i d 
as i t m a y o p e n o u r eyes a n d get us ou t of the r u t of " b l a h " 
r ou t ine shoo t ing . 

In the book , B e n s o n a lso cha l lenges the Kodachrome 
s t anda rd o f ra i l fans b y p r o m o t i n g F u j i film i n every s ing le shot . 
(This b o o k p r o b a b l y s h o u l d have h a d a g reen dus t jacket . ) A s a n 
artist , i t makes sense tha t B e n s o n prefers F u j i w i t h i ts ab i l i t y to 
p roduce very b o l d , br ight , sur rea l co loru . M o s t peop l e prefer 
Kodachrome as a more honest, accurate fihn, even t h o u g h i t 
c a i m o t p r oduce the extreme sa tu ra t i on i n c o l ou r o f F u j i . To 
demonstra te w h a t I mean , j u s t shoo t a r o U o f F u j i o n your fami ly 
a n d see w h a t happens to the c o l o u r o f f l esh . A g a i n , the bo t t om 
l i n e o f th is i s : p i c k w h a t y o u p e r s o n a l l y h k e . I use b o t h 
Kodachrome a n d F u j i b u t o f ten f o r di f ferent subjects a n d 
outcomes. 

The Art of Railroad Photography b y Ga ry B e n s o n is the 
o p i n i o n o f one m a n . I t h i n k th i s b o o k w f l l s t i r u p controversy 
a m o n g photographers , a n d i f so, tha t is a g o o d th ing . It w i l l 
cause y o u , the pho tog raphe i ; to t h i n k more c r i t i ca l l y abou t h o w 
y o u use y o u r camera a n d m a y u l t ima t e l y g ive y o u greater 
sat is fact ion f r o m th is hobby. —Helmut Ostemann 

R O U T E O F T H E C A R I B O O : P.G.E./BC Rail 
BY A D O L F H U N G R Y W O L F 
Published by Canadian Caboose Press, RO. Box 844, Skookumchuck, 
British Columbia VOB 2E0. Hardbound, coated paper, 1 I" x 8'/i" 
horizontal format, 256 pages, 109 colour photos, 3 19 black and white 
photos, colour dust jacket, three maps. 

W h i l e no t the o n l y B C R b o o k n o w i n pr in t , this par t i cu la r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s h o u l d be enjoyed b o t h b y r a i l h is tor ians a n d " p o p " 
h is tor ians . Its pa r t i cu l a r appea l , as ide f r om i ts great supp l y o f 
we l l - r ep roduced photos , is a co l l e c t i on o f employees ' 
reco l l ec t ions . These are t i ed together b y suf f ic ient text to out l ine 
the h i s to ry o f the ra i lway . 

The n e w b o o k does n o t cover current business aspects, the 
p rob l ems o f the Dease Lake l ine , or pr ivate c ommerc i a l ra i l - t ruck 
opera t i on ; readers seek ing more o n fiscal matters s h o u l d see The 

British Columbia Railway: A Railway Derailed, b y K a r l M . 
R u p p e n t h a l a n d Thomas Keast, Un i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h Co lumb ia , 
1 9 7 9 . A j o u m a h s f s h i s to ry w a s done over 3 0 years ago : P.G.E., 

Railway to the North, b y B r u c e Ramsay, M i t c h e l l Press, Vancouve i ; 
1 9 6 2 . The n e w b o o k does m a k e reference to A x e l Wermer-Gren 's 
1957 -60 p roposed 700 -mi l e of fshoot Paci f ic N o r t h e m Rai lway, 
b u t does n o t m e n t i o n tha t m o n o r a i l t e chno l ogy w a s advocated . 

A d o l f H u n g r y W o l f s b o o k gives g o o d pho t o coverage o f b o t h 
the s team a n d d iese l eras o f the r a i l w a y as w e l l as the m o d e m 
TUmbler R i d g e e lectr i f i cat ion, se l f -prope l led cars o l d a n d m o d e m , 
h is to r i c passenger r o l l i n g stock, the spec tacu lar m o u n t a i n 
scenery the m a n y major c i v i l eng ineer ing w o r k s , p lus bu i l d ings 
past a n d present . 

Th is is a first-class p i c ture b o o k w i t h m u c h g o o d r ead ing . 
-J. D. Knowks 

N e w ed i t ion o f H & L o f B b o o k 
N i a l l MacKay ' s s o f t bound 1982 b o o k By Steam Boat and Steam 

Train: Tiie Story of the Huntsviiie and Lake of Bays Railway and 

Navigation Companies, has appeared i n a n e w b lue-cover ed i t i on 
f r om S toddar t a n d B o s t o n M i l l s Press, a n d n o w inc ludes a two -
page desc r ip t i on o f the preserva t i on project, w i t h four n e w 
p ic tures . The space for th is a d d i t i o n w a s ob ta ined b y r ea r rang ing 
the rear pages o f the b o o k to e l im inate m u c h o f the w h i t e space 
o f the o r i g ina l ed i t i on . T h e o n l y de le t ions appear to be the 
draught ings o f the w a t e r t a n k a n d f lat car. -J. D. Knowks 
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CN-CP CO-PRODUCTION 
M E R G E R U P D A T E 

CP and C N are now saying that a n agreement 
between the two for a merger of the ir l ines 
between Hal i fax a n d Winnipeg , and Toronto 
and Chicago, w i l l not be completed before 
the spring. C N President Pau l Tell ier and I. B. 
Scott, cha i rman of Canadian Pacific Ltd. , met 
w i t h Transport Min is te r Doug Young at the 
beg inning of the month , to keep Young 
informed of the ir progress. 

There are many things upon w h i c h the 
rai lways must s t i l l decide, inc lud ing the 
structure of the new company, w h o w o u l d 
o w n the assets, wha t Knes and yards wou ld 
be used, wha t shou ld be sold as short l ines 
and what shou ld be abandoned. Accommoda
t i on must also be made for V IA operations. 
Once a l l of this is decided, w h i c h should take 
several months, the agreement i n pr incip le 
w i l l be submitted to the government Tell ier 
said that a merger is not a foregone con
clusion, and that-there are many contentions 
between the two railways. 

The transport committee of the House of 
Commons may l aunch its o w n investigation 
of the merger issue. Stan Keyes, the commit
tee chairman, has asked for experts to br ie f 
the committee members o n some of the 
issues involved i n a merger. 

Another issue be ing debated by the gov
ernment is whether the cabinet should let a 
merger proposal proceed through the no rma l 
long government approval process, or have 
the cabinet direct the Na t i ona l Transportation 
Agency and the B i u e a u of Compet i t ion Pol icy 
to approve the deal . If the proposal goes 
through regular government channels, noth
ing w f l l be approved before the next election. 

—Journal of Commerce via An Clowes, Toronto Star 
via Rex Rundle, Hamilton Spectator via Doug Page 

O T T A W A V A L L E Y U P D A T E 
The Ottawa VaUey co-production agreement, 
wh i ch ' was approved last year by the NTA, 
st i l l has a few things to be worked out 
between the two railways before operations 

begin. The railways are going to undertake a 
mult i -mfl l ion-dol lar construction program, 
w h i c h includes the instal lat ion of connect ing 
tracks at de Beaujeu, Quebec, and at two 
locations near Nor th Bay Ontario. Other 
track and radio-system upgrades w i l l take the 
expected expenditiues for the first year of the 
co-production over $15-mi l l i on . A l though not 
afl. plans are finalised, construct ion of the 
connecting tracks is expected to beg in around 
A p r i l 1, and jo int operation to be ing J u l y 1. 

Staffing for maintenance-of-way and 
signals stfll has to be determined by the 
rai lways and their unions, and negotiations 
w i t h the running trade employees also have 
to be completed. Before CP employees oper
ate over the jo int flne, crews w i l l go through 
tra in ing sessions on a s imulator programmed 
w i t h the new route. 

Dispatching procedures and mak ing 
computer train-management operations 
compatible w i t h both CP's and CN's com
puters are other tasks that must be dealt 
w i th . Headquarters for the CN-CP Ottawa 
Valley partnership w i l l be located i n the yard 
office at Walk ley Yard. -CP Rail System News 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
L A M B T O N R E O P E N I N G 

Lambton Yard, i n the west end of Toronto, 
w i l l be reopening as a yard again by M a y of 
this year. The yard has been used for Triple 
Crown RoadRafler service since M a y 1991 , 
and has occasionally been used for weighing 
cars, since the yard was officially closed i n 
1991 . "With the reopening of the yard, adjust
ments w i l l be made i n t ra in operations i n the 
Toronto Terminals, w i t h some assignments 
eventually being relocated to Lambton from 
Toronto Yard. Some office furniture has 
already been moved from Toronto Yard to 
Lambton Yard i n preparation for the opening. 

F O R D A U T O TRAFF IC 
Auto shipments from the Ford Canada plant 
i n Oakvi l le are going to greatly increase i n 
the next few months w i t h the product ion of 
Ford Windstar vans. Oakvi l le is the only p lant 
producing the new vans, w h i c h wf l l add 75 
to 85 addi t ional cars a day for CP. A lot of 
the new traffic wf l l be handled through the 
enlarged Detroit-Windsor tunnel , w h i c h is 

. expected to open i n Apr i l . Four new tracks 
were constructed beside the C N Oakvi l le 
Subdiv is ion to increase car storage capacity 
near the plant. 

E X P E R I M E N T A L C O A L T R A I N 
CP and Chicago and Nor th Westem operated 
a j o in t experimental coal tra in, numbered 
884 for the loaded tra in and 885 for the 

return empties, o n December 18. The tra in 
originated i n the Powder River coal fields i n 
northeastern Wyoming and was turned over 
to CP at M a s o n City, Iowa. 

F r o m M a s o n City, the t ra in went east on 
the Soo's ex-Mflwaukee Road Hne from 
M a s o n City to Marquette, then up the Soo's 
ex-Mflw River L ine to La Crosse, Wisconsin, 
and then east to New Lisbon. This rout ing 
saves approximately 360 miles and requires 
two fewer crews for the tr ip. The regular 
trains operate over C & N W to New Brighton, 
where they are interchanged to Wisconsin 
Central . -Fred Hyde 

D E R A I L M E N T S 
O n Christmas eve around 18:00, a car 
derailed on a n eastbound CP mn-through 
t ra in on CSX at Grand Junct ion, Mich igan . 
The car rode the ties for some distance before 
the t ra in came to a stop. As a result of the 
derailment, the CTC was knocked out from 
Grand J imc t i on westward to Porte^ Indiana. 
Hulcher was cal led i n to help the Benton 
Harbor loca l crew re-rai l the car several hours 
later. Dur ing the closure of the Hne, Amtrak 
traffic was detoured. 

The Owen Sound t ra in from Toronto, the 
"MoonHght , " derailed on Friday, Febmary 11, 
i n deep snow near Owen Sound. The t ra in 
was powered by C424 4250 and GP38-2s 
3030 and 3049, and was to return to 
Toronto w i t h 30 cars. The l ine had been 
p loughed on February 7, but heavier snow
falls this winter plugged the l ine again. The 
high-ra i l crane from Toronto was used to re- . 
rail the derailed equipment. The train, wh i ch 
normal ly arrives back i n Toronto on Friday 
night or early Saturday, d id not air ive in. 
Toronto unt i l 02 :15 Sunday moming . 

. C O L L I S I O N 
A CP Oshawa switching assignment was 
rammed by a C N switching assignment dur
ing the week of February 7 near the General 
Motors plant i n Oshawa. CP SW1200RS 
1214 was passing through a switch when it 
was rammed by a string of autoracks being 
pushed by C N GP9 7272 and s lug 272 at 11 
m.p.h. on the diverging track. The C N crew 
has been held out of service and the engineer 
on the CP assignment has been off work w i th 
injuries. The CP uni t is at Toronto Yard out 
of service. 

NEW T IMETABLE 
CP has issued new timetables for the Toronto 
and Bridge Line (Ontario) divisions and the 
A g o m a Div is ion. The Toronto and A g o m a 
divisions were previously i n the same t ime
table, but have now been separated, as they 
bo th were pr ior to 1990 . The new timetables. 
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Number 38 for the Toronto and Bridge L ine 
COntario) divisions a n d Number 4 8 for the 
A g o m a Div is ion, were effective at 00:01 o n 
Sundaj; February 20 . The ind iv idua l subdivi
s ion tables conta in more information, inc lud
ing station numbers and road un i t haulage 
capacities i n each direct ion for four- and six-
axle units. 

The covers of the new timetables have a 
sketch of a "Red B a m " SD40-2F pu l l ing a 
tra in, and are pr inted o n glossier paper. The 
divis ion map o n the back cover has been 
replaced w i t h a schematic system map, and 
divis ion maps have been relocated to the 
inside on the subdiv is ion index pages. 

Timetable 38 is label led o n the cover as 
for the Toronto and Bridge l i n e (Ontario) 
Div is ion, indicat ing one div is ion, but on the 
inside the divisions are separated into the 
Toronto D iv i s ion and the Bridge L ine Div is ion 
(Ontario) . 

The Bridge L ine Div is ion (Ontario), w h i c h 
was created o n August 1, consists of the 
Dimnvi l le , Fort Erie, a n d H a m i l t on subdi
visions, and the Goder ich Subdiv is ion 
between H a m i l t o n Junc t i on and Gue lph 
Junct ion . The on ly changes to subdivisions, 
other than remova l of abandoned track (Port 
McN i coU Subdiv is ion and a por t ion of the 
Waterloo Subdivis ion) , are the removal o f the 
fo l lowing stat ion names: Norwood, Ponty-
pool , and Claremont, at Mi l es 99.8, 139.1 , 
and 165.2 of the Have lock Subdiv is ion; 
South Lake, at M i l e 8.0 o f the Nephton 
Subdiv is ion; and E n d of Track, M i l e 17.6 o n 
the Port BurweU Subdiv is ion. Stat ion name 
Loop l i n e Transfer has been relocated f rom 
M i l e 17.5 to M i l e 17.6 o n the Port Burwe l l 
Subdivision, where E n d of Track previously 
was. 

Bo th Timetables 38 and 48 no longer 
contain system or region special instructions, 
as these are a l l contained i n operating bu l l 
etins, w h i c h are n o w pr inted separately f rom 
the timetables. 

T U N N E L O P E N I N G 
The enlarged nor th tube of the Detroit-
Windsor Tunnel w f l l be reopening around the 
middle of Apr i l , a l i t t le later than scheduled. 
The project, w h i c h has taken just over a year 
to complete, w f l l a l l ow cars as large as t r i -
level autoracks to move by ra i l between 
southwestern Ontario and Mich i gan . U n t i l 
now, a l l such movements were transported by 
barge. There w i l l be changes i n CP's t ra in 
operations once the tunne l reopens, inc lud ing 
the p la imed replacement o f a l l 900-series 
trains to Windsor w i t h 500-series trains to 
Detroit. 

"STATE O F E M E R G E N C T ' 
CP declared a "state of emergency" i n 
Toronto beginning January 2 7 due to a lack 
of crews and motive power. Assistant super
intendents were p laced o n duty i n the t ra in 

crew cal l ing bureau 24 hours a day to decide 
w h i c h trains woi f ld operate and w h i c h were 
to be he ld unt i l crews became available. 
Mechan ica l staff were also placed i n the RTC 
office aro imd the clock, put t ing mechanica l 
staff i n direct contact w i t h t ra in crews, i n a n 
attempt to solve motive power problems w i t h 
trains out on the l ine. The Toronto Yard 
diesel shop came imder cr i t ic ism by CP Ra i l 
President Rob Ritchie for its poor qual i ty of 
work. CP also experienced some trouble w i t h 
low-sodium fuel purchased i n the U.S. for its 
motive power. 

C A R U P D A T E 
The Interstate Commerce Commiss ion w i l l 
ho ld meetings on M a r c h 15 and 16 to discuss 
the environmental impact of CP's proposed 
abandonment of the Canadian At lant ic Ra i l 
way i n the State of Ma ine . The meeting w iU 
sol icit publ ic op in ion about the effect of the 
abandonment on the state. Based on the 
public 's input, the commission wf l l decide 
whether to order a formal environmental 
impact statement. 

Guflford failed to gain approval from the 
New Brunswick legislature for its appl icat ion 
to incorporate the New Brunswick Terminal 
Railway. The prov inc ia l charter w o u l d be 
required by Guflford i f they were to succeed 
i n their attempt to acquire the eastem por
tion o f the CAR. - B / Wire via An Clowes 

R E M O T E - C O N T R O L L E D H U M P 
A l o f the signal and communicat ion hard
ware has been instal led for the remote oper
at ion of the Toronto Yard hump. A l l that 
remains is the start-up of a new computer i n 
the hump towei; complet ion of equipment 
instal lat ion i n the hump motive powen and 
tra in ing the crews. The first remote consist is 
scheduled to begin operation next month . 

T U R N A R O U N D F O R C P RAIL 
CP R a i l System made a b i g turnaround i n 
1993, mak ing a n operating income of 
$244.8-mfl l ion, compared to a loss of 
$343.3-mi l l i on i n 1992. CP Ships also 
increased its income to $55-mf l l ion this yean 
compared to only $18 .3-mi l l i on last year. 

Canadian Pacific Ltd . announced this 
month that i t is offering 22-mf l l ion c ommon 
shares, w h i c h wf l l raise a to ta l of $500.5-
mi l l i on , result ing i n a net sale of $484-mi l -
l i on for CP after underwriters' fees. CP said it 
w i l l use the money "to repay certain out
standing indebtedness and to finance addi
tions to plant, property, and equipment i n its 
core businesses and for general corporate 
purposes." Some of the money w i l l be used to 
wri te off ra i lway operations i n the east as 
part of a merger or consol idat ion w i t h C N , 
and some may be used for the purchase of 
new motive power. CP Ra i l has said that its 
capital program for 1994 wf l l be considerably 
higher than i n 1993 . 

—Toronto Stor and Progressive Railroading 

C P - B N S E T T L E M E N T 
CP and Bur l ington No r them have reached an 
out-of-cotrrt settlement over C N Nor th Amer
ica's haulage agreement w i t h B N between 
Di f luth and Chicago. A t issue was the track
age between St. Paul and St. Cro ix (Hast
ings), Minnesota, w h i c h was subject to a 
1902 agreement between the Chicago, Bur
l ington and Quincy (a B N predecessor) and 
the M i lwaukee Road (a CP predecessor). CP 
cla imed B N cou ld not have entered into the 
C N agreement w i thout CP's concurrence. As 
a result of the settlement, CP w i U now get a 
por t ion of the revenue B N derives from CN's 
operation over the l ine, and the abil i ty to 
enter into haulage agreements on its own. 

—Al Tuner 

S H O R T S 
Canadian Pacific Forest Products, sold by 
Canadian Pacific Ltd . last September is pro
posing to change its name to Aveno^ a name 
derived f rom a Lat in phrase meaning to 
advance and the French wo rd for north. • 
Paul Gflhnore has been named president of 
CP R a i l subsidiary Delaware and Hudson. 
Gi l lmore was the Vice-President of Market ing 
for CP R a i l - I F S . 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
W O R K E R FATALfTY 

A 47-year-old Toronto m a n who worked at 
the C N Brampton Intermodal Terminal as a 
maintenance mechanic was k i l l ed January 
26 . H e was standing between the whee l and 
fender of a 50-ton crane whi le lubr icat ing the 
whee l bearings. Another employee, not 
realising the m a n was work ing on the 
machine, turned the steering wheel , crushing 
the v ic t im. H e died thirteen hours after the 
incident i n hospital . The provincia l ministry 
of labour is investigating the accident. 

—Toronto Star 

D E R A I L M E N T S 
After the derai lment on January 16 near 
Gogama (see the January Rapido), wh i ch 
kept the C N transcontinental l ine closed unt i l 
January 23 , another derailment, this ome 
near Longlac, occurred three days later and 
closed the l ine again. The 26-car derailment 
b locked the l ine for another 48 hours, result
ing i n the detorrr of trains on C N lines 
through Thunder Bay. This derailment was 
caused by a broken ra i l . 

C N suffered a th i rd derai lment i n as many 
weeks i n w h e n 23 of 82 cars on Train 302 
derailed on January 30 at 04 :45. The east-
bound t ra in was 57 miles west of Capreol, at 
M i l e 57.0 on the Rue l Subdivision, when the 
derailment occurred. Included i n the derailed 
cars were: two tank cars of v iny l acetate, one 
tank car of methanol , one tank car of pro
pane, nine cars of coke, three cars of wheat, 
two cars of malt , one of lumbei ; one of pulp, 
and three empty cars. One of the cars of v iny l 
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acetate ruptured, s p M n g 2 2 000 gallons of 
the product on the ground. The other car of 
acetate was leak ing at the rate o f ha l f a 
ga l lon per minute, but aU o f the spflled 
commodi ty was contained by the use of 
dikes. There was a sma l l leak of methano l as 
we l l , a n d the propane car he ld a l l of its 
cargo. No evacuations were necessary 
because there was no one i n the remote area. 

Crews f rom Homepayne, Sudbury and 
Toronto worked i n the clean-up, w h i c h was 
made diff icult by the locat ion of the incident. 
The transfer of cargo f rom the tank cars d id 
not beg in i m t i l late the next day and the l ine 
was not reopened u n t i l February 4. Dur ing 
the closure, freight trains and the Canadian 

were detoured over CP and A C R track 
between Sudbury and Oba, and freights were 
also detoured over the O N R a n d A C R 
between Nor th Bay and Oba, and over CR 
W C and B N through the U.S. v ia Superior 
and Chicago. There were no injuries i n the 
accident, a n d the cause has not yet been 
determined. 

Only a few days later; at 08:30 on Febru
ary 12, 34 o f 73 cars on Train 304 derailed 
at M i l e 233 of the Caramat Subdivis ion, 10 
miles east of Armstrong. The derai led cars 
were carrying wheat, malt , feed, and fuel o i l , 
and some were empty. There was a minor 
leak i n the car carrying the fuel o i l . Traffic 
was detoured over C N hnes through Thunder 
Bay and the l ine was reopened by 16:00 the 
same day. The cause of the derai lment was a 
burnt roLLLng bear ing on a car. The last hot 
box detector that the t ra in passed was 
located 16.8 miles west of Armstrong, and 
the t ra in should also have been inspected 
drrring its crew change i n Armstrong. 

A broken rail was the cause again i n 
another derailment, this one i n southern 
Ontario. C N Tra in 338 derai led 21 cars o n 
Thursday, February 17, at 03 :10 at M i l e 36 , 
near Newbury on the Chatham Subdiv is ion. 
The derailed cars consisted of 15 tank cars 
containing a residue of propane, one loaded 
car of soya, and five empty cars. A sma l l 
amount of propane vapour was detected at 
the derailment, w h i c h was found to be orig
inat ing f rom the domes on three of the tank 
cars. The openings were tightened, w h i c h 
stopped the leak. Track damage consisted of 
200 feet on one track a n d 600 feet o n the 
other track. One track was reopened at 04:00 
on Friday, February 18, and the other track 
at 20 :00 the same day. Dur ing the clostue, 
V IA passengers were taken by bus to and 
from Windsoi : C N a n d Norfolk Southern 
rerouted their trains over other C N hnes. 

C R O S S I N G A C C I D E N T 
A n Uxbridge man's p ickup truck s l id into the 
side o f a C N freight t ra in i n Georgina, 
Ontario, on February 12. The driver was 
foUowing closely beh ind another t ruck and 
braked suddenly w h e n he not iced the t ra in . 

The t ruck s M 138 feet before h i t t ing the side 
of the t ra in w i t h the passenger side of the 
p ickup, dragging the truck a short distance, 
before i t was dislodged when it struck a 
s ignal bungalow. One of the tram's cars 
derailed as a result of the accident, but was 
rerailed soon after by C N crews. The driver of 
the t ruck suffered only a bruise, and was 
charged w i t h faUing to stop at a ra i lway 
crossing. —Toronto Stor 

C V U P D A T E 
C N has narrowed-down the l ist of potent ia l 
purchaseis of the Central Vermont Railway. 
The three finalists were among six companies 
w h i c h submitted bids earlier this month, and 
are: RaUTex Incorporated of San Antonio , 
Texas; CSF Acquis i t ion Group of Morr isv i l le , 
Vermont; and Oakes Development of St. 
Louis Park, Minnesota . RailTex owns over 22 
railways, two of w h i c h are i n Canada. 

CSF operates the F lor ida West Coast R a i l 
road, the Lamoi l le Val ley Rai l road, the New 
Hampshire and Vermont Rai l road, the Twin 
State Rai l road, and the Washington Co imty 
Rai l road. CSF is the only remaining bidder 
physical ly connected w i t h the CY, and is 
comprised of Clyde S. Forbes, chief operating 
office^ after w h i c h the company is named, 
Robert Bandeen, former president of C N , 
Dav id Johnson of Montrea l , a former Cabinet 
ministei ; and Harry Steele, cha i rman of 
Newformdland Capita l Corp. 

Members of Oakes Development include 
Kent Shoemake:; a former president of 
Delaware and Hudson Railway. Oakes con
trols two short-Hne raUroads i n Nor th Dakota, 
the Red River Valley and Westem Rai l road 
and the Minnesota, Twin Cities and Westem 
Rai l road. 

A C V management group promot ing a n 
employee stock ownership p lan is also s t i l l i n 
consideration for the Hne, but has been 
subjected to m u c h crit ic ism. The p l an has 
been touted as a mask to remove unionised 
workers from the ra i lway whi le keeping it 
imder C N control . The other three private 
suitors must b i d at least ten percent more 
than the management p lan to acquire the C V 

The finalists w i l l be given a n opportunity 
to conduct due dUigence on C V s property, 
w h i c h includes a detailed review of traffic 
patterns, track condit ion, operating practices, 
and staffing. F ina l bids must be submitted by 
Apr i l 8, and the successful purchaser w i l l be 
announced toward the end of Apr i l . 

Companies who were unsuccessful i n 
•making the final cut included the Protddence 
and Worcester Ra i l road Company of 
Worcestei; Massachusetts, and Massachusetts 
Central Ra i l road Corporation of Palmer; 
Massachusetts. The C V had a n annua l rev
enue of $20-miIHon (TJ.S.) i n 1992 and 
employs 161 people. 

—Financial Post via Art Clowes, 
Journal of Commerce via Jonathan Flanders 

ST. CLAIR T U N N E L U P D A T E 
"Re locat ion" of the St. Clair Tunnel between 
S a m i a and Port H m o n is on schedule for 
complet ion for opening early next year. 

By mid-January, the tunne l bor ing 
machine "ExcaHbore" had progressed 330 
metres, dur ing w h i c h t ime i t passed w i th in 
three metres of a S a m i a m a i n sewer Hne, and 
passed underneath the Esse research labora
tory bui ld ing . Specia l equipment was 
instal led i n the bmld ing to detect any settle
ment, w h i c h d id occu^ whi l e the bor ing 
machine travel led imdemeath. A grouting 
mixture was injected into the ground around 
the bu i ld ing to restore i t to its or ig inal posi
t i on . 

"ExcaHbore" quit bor ing on Febmary 3 to 
aUow for the instaUation of a n air-tight 
bu lkhead to pressurise the t imne l i n the event 
of a n emergency dur ing the trip under the 
river. Dur ing this scheduled stoppage, u n 
scheduled maintenance to the bor ing 
machine w f l l be carried out, inc luding the 
overhaul of gaskets o n the forward haul . A 
shaft is being constructed 30 feet down to 
the machine to remove the gaskets, wh i ch 
wf l l be sent back to the Lovat plant for the 
work. As a result of this work, the stoppage 
wf l l be longer than scheduled, w i t h bor ing 
not expected to begin again untf l sometime 
i n Apr i l . Bor ing of the tunne l is now 25 
percent complete, and this stoppage is not 
expected to delay the project because the lost 
t ime w i l l be made up. -CN Keeping Track 

T R A F F I C SHIFTING S O U T H 
In a speech to the Chicago Counc i l of Foreign 
Relations, C N No r th Amer ica chairman Br ian 
Sm i th hinted at a large increase i n C N traffic 
through Chicago. C N has recently completed 
feasibflity studies indicat ing that a new 
intermodal facflity shou ld be bui l t i n Chicago, 
to accommodate the addi t ional double-stack 
intermodal traffic f rom southwestem Ontario 
that w f l l arrive when the relocated St. Clair 
Tunnel opens at the end of this year or early 
next year. C N w i l l also be increasing its 
traffic f rom the west to Chicago, using its 
trackage agreement w i t h B N . Other C N 
feasibflity studies are i n favour of new lumber 
and pulp and paper terminals being con
stmcted i n Chicago, to handle the addit ional 
wes tem traffic. -Progressive Pnilroading 

ICC T U N N E L R U L I N G A P P E A L E D 
The Detroit/Wayne County Port Author i ty has 
taken the U.S. Interstate Commerce Commis
s ion to court over its decision to a l low C N to 
"relocate" the St. Clair Tunnel wi thout ob
ta in ing formal agency approval to do so. Last 
yea^ the ICC decided that i t d id not have 
jur isd ic t ion over CN's proposed construction 
of the new tunnel , avoiding a requirement by 
C N to subject the project to a n environmental 
impact study. The port authority a long w i th 
other parties, contends that a n ICG re'view 
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w i t h a n environmental impact study was 
needed before the tunne l cou ld be bui l t . The 
lawyer representing the port authori ty 
po inted out that the U.S. Supreme Court has 
repeatedly he ld that the ICC has jur isd ic t ion 
over hne add i t ionsor constructions regardless 
of whether a new territory or a n exist ing 
service area is to be served. C N w i l l intervene 
i n the case on the side o f the ICC. The tunne l 
is slated for complet ion by early 1995 at the 
latest. —Knight-FUdder Tribune via An Clowes 

A B A N D O N M E N T APPL IC AT IO N S 
O n February 17, C N fi led applications to 
abandon a number of spur tracks i n Ontario 
w i t h the NTA. The abandonments are for: 
• FonthiU Spm; located at M i l e 5.2, Thoro ld 
Subdiv is ion. The spur begins at Thorold, M i l e 
4.5, and runs 7.3 nules to FonthiU, at M i l e 
11.9, but the appl icat ion is on ly for abandon
ment of a 5.6-mile por t ion between MUes 6.3 
and 11.9. The remain ing por t ion o f the spur 
w f l l be retained to serve customers i n Thor
old. The spur was constructed by the Niagara, 
St. Catherines and Toronto Ra i lway Com
pany and opened for traffic i n Ji f ly 1906. 
The N S & T was amalgamated w i t h C N i n 
December 1960 . Loca l freight service on the 
spur was provided by a road switcher f rom 
Niagara Falls un t i l this por t ion of the spur 
was removed f rom service i n A p r i l 1992, due 
to poor track and culvert condit ions. Traffic 
handled on the por t ion up for abandonment 
i n 1990, 1991 , and 1992 was 38, 51 , and 
zero carloads, respectively. 

• Petrol ia Spu^ M i l e 46 .3 , Strathroy Subdiv i 
s ion. The spur extends f rom Petrol ia at M i l e 
0.0 to M i l e 4.7, the connect ion w i t h the 
Strathroy Subdiv is ion at Petrol ia Junct i on . 
The abandonment appl icat ion is for the entire 
spui; w h i c h was constmcted b y the London 
and Port S a m i a Ra i lway Company, and 
opened for business i n December 1858 . In 
A p r i l 1871 , the London a n d Port Sam ia 
Ra i lway amalgamated w i t h the Great West
e m Ra i lway Company wh i ch , i n M a y 1882, 
was amalgamated w i t h the Grand Trunk 
Ra i lway Company. Loca l freight service on 
the spur is provided o n a n "as required" basis 
by a road switcher operating f rom London . 
Traffic on the spur has decl ined f rom 26 • 
carloads i n 1990 to 13 carloads i n 1991 , and 
to eight carloads i n 1992 . 

• R y m a l Spu^ M i l e 18.7, Hagersvi l le Subdiv i 
s ion. The spur extends f rom R y m a l at M i l e 
6.5 to Caledonia at M i l e 17.4, the connect ion 
w i t h the Hagersvflle Subdiv is ion, The por t ion 
of the spur proposed for abandonment 
extends f rom R y m a l at M i l e 6.5 to Caledonia 
at M i l e 15.9, a to ta l distance of 9.4 miles. 
The balance of the spur; between M i l e 15.9 
and M i l e 17.4, w f l l be retained i n operation 
to serve existing customers at Caledonia. The 
spur was constmcted by the H ami l t on and 
Lake Erie Ra i lway Company a n d opened for 
business i n January 1875 . Loca l freight 

switching service on the spur is provided on 
a n as required basis by a road switcher oper
at ing f rom Brantford. Traffic on the por t ion 
of the spur proposed for abandonment i n 
1990, 1991, and 1992 was 31 , 63, and 21 
carloads, respectively. —An Clowes 

PREPARING F O R A B A N D O N M E N T 
C N is i n the process of preparing its abandon
ment appl icat ion for the Newmarket Subdiv i 
s ion between Bradford and Washago, 
Ontario. C N has said the l ine is uneconomica l 
and is a candidate for abandonment (applica
tion) this year. Dur ing the month of January 
C N officials were i n Barrie ta lk ing w i t h cus
tomers a long the l ine. One customer who 
manufactures soap, Stepan Canada, i n Long
ford Mi l l s , said that i f the C N l ine were aban
doned, i t woi f ld force the closure of its plant. 
65 percent of the p l a n f s raw materials are 
delivered by rail. C N has previously appl ied to 
abandon the Meaford and M i d l a n d subdivi
sions, w h i c h bo th run off of the Newmarket 
Subdivis ion, but was denied approval. Bo th of 
those lines were also candidates for sale to 
short-Hne operators. 

—Borne Examiner via Bruce D. Cole 

N E W A L L I A N C E S 
Afliances w i t h two shippers have recently 
been formed by C N . K L L M , the largest ship
per of temperature-controlled cargo i n the 
U.S., has signed a n agreement to ship fresh 
produce by ra i l to Canada from Cali fornia, 
the Gul f Coast, and Mex ico . Processed food 
from Canada w i l l be handled on the r e t u m 
trip. The second agreement was signed effec
tive January 1 w i t h Kleysen Transport, one of 
Canada's leading tmck ing companies. The 
agreement covers traffic to a l l points i n 
between and mc lud ing Vancouver and Mont 
real, as we l l as access to hubs i n Chicago and 
Detroit. —Progressive Railroading 

SHORTS 
The m a x i m u m hump ing speed at MacMf l l an 
Yard has been decreased from 2.2 miles per 
hour to 1.75 miles per hour. • Toronto—Win
nipeg Trains 211 and 212 have been 
renumbered as Trains 111 and 112, and 

X 
.Toronto-Vancouver Train 213 has been 
renumbered 113. • The C N Barrie (Al lan-
dale) station received a new roof and was 
painted last November even though the 
bui ld ing is not used. —Bruce D. Cole 

STCUM 
D E U X - M O N T A G N E S U P D A T E 

Work is cont inuing on the rebui ld ing of the 
Deux-Montagnes commuter Hne i n Montrea l . 
Canac has issued a ca l l for tenders for the 
design and instal lat ion of a temporary venti
la t ion system i n the M o u n t Roya l tunnel , and 
a $9.3-mflHon (U.S.) contract has been 
awarded to U n i o n Swi tch and Signal to 
engineer and provide the mater ia l for a new 

signal system. The new CTC system wf l l 
replace the existing automatic b lock system, 
interlockings, and non-signal led track, and 
wf l l control 16 interlockings. The work is to 
be completed this yeai; a n d w f l l see the 
instal lat ion of 27 swi tch machines, 156 h igh 
searchUght signals, 17 searchHght dwarf 
signals, and the upgrade of 16 highway 
grade-crossing protect ion systerns. 

In the meantime, work has been going on 
i n the tunnel , at Grotto, on the weekends of 
February 12 a n d 13, a n d 19 and 20 . New 
cable for s ignal l ing and communicat ion 
service was be ing instaUed, result ing i n ser
vice i n bo th directions be ing routed over one 
track between Central Stat ion and Val-Royal. 
Track equipment for this work has been a C N 
trackmobfle, flatcars, and a van . 

Current operations seem to have: Train 
902 (07:15 arr iva l at Central) consisting of 
three M U cars. Train 926 (07:25 arrival at 
Central) pu l l ed by a GP9 alone. Train 930 
(07:50 arr iva l at Central) and Train 951 
(18:20 departure f rom Central) each puUed 
by two electric units, and Train 947 (17:20 
departure f rom Central) puUed by two elec
trics and a GP9, w i t h the electrics mak ing the 
whole tr ip to Deux-Montagnes. W h e n the 
current schedule was announced, it was to 
continue untf l February 27, but there has 
been no announcement yet of schedule 
changes. 

Last year; 15 miles of jo inted rail were 
replaced w i t h 115-pound continuous welded 
ra i l , 33 000 new crossties were installed, 12 
miles of track was undercut and reballasted, 
foirr 800-foot stat ion platforms were con
structed, 4300 square feet of the tunne l was 
renovated, s ix chambers were excavated for 
instal lat ion of electrical and signal equipment 
i n the turmel, 2.5 miles of underground drain 
pipe was instal led, 20 culverts replaced or 
repaired, seven grade-crossings rehabflitated, 
and the subgrade was prepared for the con
struction of a new 12-track yard at the north 
end of the Hne. Dur ing the shutdown this 
summer; t rackwork w i l l be nearly completed, 
turmel renovation w i l l be completed, new 
electrical power distr ibution and turmel 
Hghting wf l l be installed, and piles w f l l be 
driven for the new catenary support struc
tures. The track bed wf l l eventually be raised 
and widened. The first of the new Bombar
dier equipment w i l l also be deHvered this fal l . 
-Tom Box, Marc Dufour, and Progressive Railroading 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
S N O W M A C H I N E COLL IS ION 

Two men, aged 22 and 23 , were k i l l ed when 
their snow machine was struck by a west
bound V IA passenger t ra in near Deerbrook, 
Ontario, o n the Chatham Subdivision, Jan 
uary 9. The machine exploded on impact, 
instantly k i l l i ng the two riders. The two were 
dr iv ing their snow machine one and a hal f 
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feet f rom the track, i n the same direct ion 
that the t ra in was travel l ing. The engineer 
b lew the h o r n a n d tr ied to stop the t ra in , but 
could not. -CKCO News 

C R O S S I N G A C C I D E N T 
Nor thbound V IA Train 1, the Canadian, was 
struck by a n automobi le at a level crossing i n 
K i n g City on January 22. The t ra in consisted 
of F40PH -2S 6447 and 6453, baggage car 
8605 , coaches 8106 and 8100, Skyl ine 8507, 
d in ing car 8406-Champlain, sleeping cars 
8323-Drummond Manor, 8341-Thompson 

Manor, and dome-observation-sleeper 8 7 1 0 -
Prince Albert Park. The vehicle struck 8106, 
derai l ing the car and destroying the vehicle. 
No one o n the t ra in was injured, and the 
driver of the car d id survive. -Dono Ashdown 

1993 P E R F O R M A N C E 
VIA R a i l increased its passenger revenue last 
year by seven percent, wh i l e its ridership 
remained constant. In a pre l iminary report, 
V IA stated that ridership increased on the 
Canadian between Toronto and Vancouvei; 
and also increased between Quebec and 
Montrea l , bu t dropped o n trips between 
Hal i fax a n d central Canada. Improvements, 
such as a new station at Sainte-Foy Quebec, 
and reduced trip t imes are credited for the 2 0 
increase i n ridership and 35 percent increase 
i n revenues between Quebec and Montrea l . 
Revenues increased by n ine percent on the 
Canadian, w h i c h was attr ibuted to improve
ments to equipment and service. On-t ime 
performance for the year was 90 percent. 
F ina l figures w f l l be released i n the spring. 

—Toronto Star via Rex Rundk 

N E W T I M E T A B L E 
VIA has issued a revised edit ion of its current 
timetable, to correct mistakes the or ig inal 
version contained and to provide updates 
where changes have been made. The revised 
timetable, dated January 1, stfll contains 
some mistakes, however; inconsistencies i n 
the levels of checked baggage service at 
certain stations, as l isted i n the timetables 
and i n the index (e.g., at Orf l l ia and Port 
Coqui t lam) ; on the Mon t r ea l -To ron to table, 
the arrow indicat ing the co imect ion f rom 
Train 45 to Train 65 at Kingston has been 
removed, but a n arrow for the co imect ion 
from Train 4 4 to Train 64 has not been 
added. -Tom Box 

ONTARIO NORTHLAND 
D E R A I L M E N T 

After CN's series o f derailments i n N o r t h e m 
Ontario, the O N R put 21 cars o n the ground 
o n Tuesday, February 15, at 19:37, at M i l e 
97 on the Ramore Subdiv is ion, near 
Monte i th . The derai led cars on the 28-car 
t ra in from Cochrane aU contained paper 
products and woodchips, except for two 
empty tank cars. There were no injuries i n 

the derailment, w h i c h had the l ine closed 
untf l Friday, February 18, at 16:00. Dur ing 
the closure, bus service operated on the 
schedule of the Northlander between Coch
rane and Englehart. The derailment also 
b locked a road crossing for two days. 

CROSS ING A C C I D E N T 
The northbound Northlander passenger t ra in 
s tmck a R i chmond Hf l l parks department 
tmck , w h i c h was stuck between two ra i lway 
tracks i n R i chmond Hf l l , just after 13:00 o n 
Febmary 16. The driver of the t ruck was 
try ing to reach a park adjacent to the C N l ine 
by Weldrick Road when the t m c k got stuck. 
The workers i n the t m c k heard the t ra in 
approaching, left the. vehicle, and waved the 
t ra in down. The t ra in s lowed considerably 
before h i t t ing the vehicle, knock ing i t into a 
ra i lway signal bungalow. The t ra in , w h i c h 
was carrying 15 passengers, was able to 
continue after the accident. 

GO TRANSIT 
PEDESTRIAN S T R U C K 

A 16 year-old Scarborough youth was s tmck 
by a GO t ra in at the Momings ide Avenue 
level crossing i n Scarborough on December 3, 
arormd 18:45 . The youth wai ted whi l e a 
westbound t ra in passed the crossing and then 
proceeded to cross before the road gates 
raised, when he was s tmck by the eastboimd 
GO t ra in travel l ing at 60 m.p.h. H is parents 
are now asking that pedestrian gates be 
iostal led at the crossing. The youth suffered 
broken fingers, a broken arm, and a shattered 
pelvis. The GO tra in involved backed up to 
Gufldwood, where passengers were unloaded 
for the next GO train, an hour later. 

-Toronto Stor via Rex Rundle 

B R A K E INSPECTIONS C A U S E DELAYS 
Several m o m i n g rush-hour trains were 
cancel led on Monday, Febmary 14, after 
emergency safety inspections on GO's fleet o f 
331 bi-level coaches were not f inished. O n 
the previous Fr iday i t was decided to per
form inspections on the brak ing equipment 
o n a l l of the coaches, after two coaches lost 
a brake disc wh i l e i n service. Inspections 
were performed a l l weekend, but could not 
be f inished i n t ime for the m o m i n g rush hour 
o n Monday. Trains that were cancelled 
inc luded: the 06 :10 and 07:10 trains f rom 
Oakvi l le to U n i o n Station, the 07 :17 t ra in 
f rom Oshawa to Un i on Station, and the 
06 :50 t ra in f rom R i chmond Hf l l . Express 
trains from Oakvi l le made addit ional stops on 
their way to Un i on Stat ion to replace the 
cancel led trains from the west. A bus trans
ported passengers from Oshawa to Wh i tby 
replacing the cancelled t ra in f rom the east, 
and the express t ra in from Whi tby also made 
addi t ional stops. The 08:08 t ra in f rom Picker
ing operated w i t h a longer consist, 10 m i n 
utes beh ind its schedule. A l l but two trains 

were re tumed to service for the evening rush 
ho iu . 

It is suspected that the co ld weather 
caused bolts ho ld ing the brake discs to 
shrink, permit t ing them to become loose and 
fa l l off. —Toronto Star 

E Q U I P M E N T LEASED 
GO is leasing 25 bi- level coaches and five 
auxf l ia iy power control units to MetroUnk i n 
Los Angeles. MetroHnk's ridership has 
skyrocketed, increasing on the Santa Clarita 
l ine f rom 800 daily passengers to 22 000 
dai ly passengers, due to the closure of the 
S i m i Val ley Freeway after the January 17 
earthquake. The equipment is on a basic 
lease of 180 days, and can be renewed i n 60-
day increments. MetroHnk's fleet of bi-level 
coaches are s imi lar to GO's coaches, except 
that they operate on 480 k V power and GO's 
coaches operate on 575 k V This w f l l prevent 
GO and MetroHnk cars from being combined 
i n operation, and made necessary the lease of 
the APCUs from GO as we l l . 

The equipment to be sent down has been 
imdergoing a jo int inspection i n Toronto by 
GO and MetroHnk staff, and the first twelve 
coaches and five generators are expected to 
start the tr ip down i n the first week of 
M a r c h . They w f l l be shipped by C N to Chica
go, and then by UP to Los Angeles. UP is 
pay ing for the movement of the cars for 
MetroHnk. 

O n M a r c h 3, APCUs 905, 906, 907, 910, 
and 911 , and coaches 2 0 1 0 - 2 0 3 4 left M i -
mico on C N Advance 333-03 for Frontier 
Yard i n Buffalo. (A333-03 passed through 
Fort Erie at 3:33 p .m. that day, 94-03-03.) 

Five-year extension plans for MetroHnk 
were completed i n roughly one week by the 
U.S. A r m y Corps of Engineers to handle the 
increase i n ridership and extend service to 
earthquake-damaged areas. Seven new sta
t ions have been bui l t since the quake. 

U N I O N STATION ELEVATORS 
GO is i n the process of instaUing four elev
ators at Toronto Un i on Stat ion for GO ser
vice, as part of its program to make its sta
tions more accessible to people who are 
physicaUy disabled. Three elevators w f l l be 
located i n the GO concourse, serving Platform 
1, P lat form 2-3, and Plat form 3-4, and one 
elevator w i l l be i n the V IA departure area for 
P lat form 12-13, where M i l t o n trains operate. 
The instaUation of the elevators is expected 
to be completed this summer. 

GODERICH-EXETER RAILWAY 
O P E R A T I N G T R O U B L E S 

The Goderich-Exeter Ra i lway has had a 
diff icult t ime operating this wintei ; w i t h 
mechanica l trouble w i t h its motive power 
and excessive snow. There was one story of a 
unit derai l ing on a p lough tra in, and then 
another uni t derafling whi le try ing to rerafl 
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the first. A t the same t ime, the th i rd un i t was 
having problems w i t h snow causing gro imd-
relay trouble. O n January 20 , the t ra in re
turn ing to Goder ich f rom Stratford became 
stuck for a few hours i n snow just west of 
M i t che l l . The units were cut off f rom the 
t ra in a n d went to Goder ich to get help. 

To a i d i n the motive power department, 
addi t ional units have been dispatched to the 
GEXR. H e l m GP38 2 0 3 4 ( in PC black) and 
G A I X GP40 3080 (painted i n B N colours) 
and Cape Breton and Centra l Nova Scot ia 
C 6 3 0 M 2 0 3 5 - J ' r r Walter Scott were be ing 
used earlier this month . The H e l m a n d GATX 
units were used previously o n other RaiLTex-
owned rai lways i n the U.S. C B & C N S 2035 
passed through Mont r ea l o n February 3 on its 
way to Stratford, but was re tumed on Febm
ary 18 after str ipping some of the teeth on 
the r ing gears. As a result, i t could not be 
restarted, and passed through Mont rea l on 
Febmary 21 o n its r e tum. The fourth GP9, 
GEXR 178, i n the group o f former Cartier 
units that RaflTex owns, is be ing temporar i ly 
assigned to the GEXR. It passed through 
Sam ia o n February 25 o n its way to Strat
ford. Its stay w f l l depend o n traffic demands 
on the hne, w h i c h are expected to be higher 
w i t h ant ic ipated new business aga in this 
year 

The ra i lway has been operat ing every day 
of the week to t ry to catch up w i t h the back
log of traffic f rom such places as the salt 
m ine i n Goderich and the Co-op i n HensaU. 

—Ghnn Courtney, Roman Hawryluk, 
The Huron Expositor via Doughs Webster and GW 

C R O S S I N G R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 
Al though the G E X R does not fa l l under the 
jur isdict ion of Transport Canada, inspections 
are stfl l performed by them. The Ontario 

• Mun i c i pa l Board contracts w i t h Transport 
Canada to per form inspections a n d make rec
ommendations, as the 0 M B does not have 
staff i n place to do so on its own . Recent 
inspections by Transport Canada have 
resulted i n recommendations to the 0 M B , 
two of w h i c h were upgrade crossing c ircuit 
relays w i t h new ones i n the event a relay 
fails, a n d that crossing circuits be shortened. 

The GEXR agreed w i t h the first recom
mendation, but has said the second is too 
costly. The crossing circuits, w h i c h are 
between 2 0 a n d 3 0 years old, were designed 
for a t rack speed of 50 m.p.h. Circuits are 
designed so that the signals w f l l be activated 
for a m i n i m u m per iod of time before a t ra in 
reaches the crossing at m a x i m u m track 
speed. W h e n a t ra in is travel l ing slower than 
track speed, crossing protect ion is activated 
for a longer per iod o f t ime, before the t ra in 
reaches the crossing. The G E X R now operates 
at a m a x i m u m speed o f 30 m.p.h., result ing 
i n crossing protect ion signals be ing activated 
longer t h a n necessary. Transport Canada 
thought the circuits should a l l be shortened 

w i t h i n one yea:^ w h i c h the GEXR says is 
prohibit ive. The GEXR thought a long-term 
p l an may be more appropriate. 

—The Huron Expositor via Steve Gardner 

OTHER NEWS 
U N I O N M E R G E R 

The Canadian Brotherhood of Railway, Trans
port and General Workers, first formed i n 
1908, is work ing o n a merger p l an w i t h the 
Canadian Auto Workers un ion . If the deal 
passes a vote i n Apr i l , the merger w f l l take 
place effective June 1, contributing the 
C B R T & G W s 32 000 members to the CAW. 
This woi f ld be one of the largest un ion 
mergers i n Canadian labour history, and 
wou ld make the C A W the largest un i on i n 
Canada, at more than 200 000 members, 

—Toronto Stor 

G R A D E C R O S S I N G A C C I D E N T S 
The Ra i lway Associat ion of Canada released 
figures indicat ing that 14 people died and 34 
were injured i n 81 railway crossing accidents 
i n Ontario i n the first nine months of 1993, 
w h i c h is higher than aU other provinces i n 
Canada. Quebec had 39 accidents, wh i l e 
Br i t ish Co lumbia recorded 28 . There were a 
tota l of 259 accidents at level crossings, 
involv ing 110 injuries and 42 fatalities across 
the country. 

Two Ontario P r o v inda l Police officers 
were k i l l ed on October 25 when their car was 
struck by a n Montreal-botmd V IA t ra in from 
Ottawa, at the M a i n Street crossing i n Cassel-
man, Ontario. Witnesses said the pol ice car 
had its emergency lights on, but police offi-
da l s said they d id not know of a ca l l that the 
car was responding to. The crossing was 
protected by f lashing lights, but since the 
accident. Transport Canada, C N , and the 
Town of Casselman have announced that 
crossing gates w f l l be instal led. 

Rac ing a t ra in at a crossing can cost a n 
Ontario driver a $78.75 fine, as we l l as 
demerit points. As part of the railways' near-
miss programme, t ra in crews are asked to 
record l icence numbers of vehicles w h i c h do 
not stop at crossings, or cross unsafely i n 
front of a tra in, for police to fo l low up on . 

-Toronto Stor 

U.S. C U S T O M S I N S P E C T I O N FEE 
The Whi te House has made a proposal to 
increase custom inspection fees to compen
sate for $2.35-bf l l ion i n annua l tariffs that 
w i l l be e l iminated under the new Nor th 
Amer ica Free Trade Agreement. Included i n 
the taxes w o u l d be a new $10 tax that Cana
dians w o u l d have to pay w h e n arr iv ing i n the 
U.S. by air or b y sea, and a tax of $15 on 
each ra i lway car crossing the border. 

The increased fees could add $3 .8-mi l l i on 
(U.S.) to the cost of shipping freight to the 
Uni ted States, said the Ra i lway of Associat ion 
of Canada. —Montrea! Gazette 

iMA 

W f s f l R N CANADA 
G r a y S c r i m g e o u r 

# 5 7 0 - 1 8 8 Douglas Street 
Victoria, B .C . V 8 V 2P1 

E-Mail: 706 l4 .356 l@compuserve .com 

BRITISH COLUMBIA RAILWAY 
S N O W IN C E N T R A L B.C. 

Snow was heavy on the Chetwynd and Tum
bler Subdivisions i n January, w i t h drifts up to 
10 feet deep. For example, a p lough extra 
went nor th on January 8 to rescue a stalled 
t ra in i n Pine Pass, but its tract ion motors got 
packed w i t h snow. W i t h help, it was able to 
get oifly about 45 of the 144 cars out of the 
pass. 

In the th i rd week o f February, a n empty 
103-car coal t r a in got stuck i n snow drifts on 
the Tumbler Subdiv is ion. Helicopters were 
used to remove the crew f rom the train, and 
a p lough t ra in sent i n to clear the l ine 
became stuck w h e n a slide came down 
behind it. Crews were then digging out each 
car by hand, at the rate of 10 to 15 a day. 

O n February 24, four engines of a north
bound freight derai led at Azouzetta, on the 
Chetwynd Subdiv is ion at M i l e 592.1 (miles 
on the B C R are measured from Nor th 
Vancouver). 

—Vancouver Province, Wayne Benedict via Fidonet 

G R A D E CROSS ING A C C I D E N T 
O n February 1, a log t ra in on the Takla 
Subdivis ion was hi t by a semi. The truck hi t 
one of the four units, aU four of w h i c h ended 
up clear of the tracks. Three of the units -
M 4 2 0 B 683, M 4 2 0 640, and M 4 2 0 B 684 -
were damaged and are i n the B C R shops at 
Squamish for assessment. The t ruck driver 
was seriously injured. 

-Wayne Benedict via FidoNet, 
Detkf Rudolph via Internet, Paul J. Crozier Smith 

WILDLIFE KILLED O N RAILWAY LINES 
Rather than using their energy to fight their 
way through deep snow i n a continuous 
quest for food, moose travel a long ra i l l ines 
where they lose battles for rights of way w i t h 
trains. Doug Heard, B.C. Environment M in i s 
try regional biologist, said he expects the 
number of moose k i l l ed o n railway tracks wf l l 
be w e l l over 100 this w in te r B C R has report
ed 48 moose, five dee^ and a wo l f kfl led. C N 
is us ing wo l f scent a long the lines where they 
have had a h i gh death rate, wh i l e B C R is 
t ry ing cattle guards i n some areas and put
t ing i n salt l icks to attract animals away from 
the l ine. -Bl Wire 
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CP RAIL SYSTEM 
D E R A I L M E N T IN N O R T H D A K O T A 

A CP R a i l t ra in carrying chemicals derailed 
on Sunday February 27 , at B iu l ing ton , No r th 
Dakota, The t r a in had just passed a scanner 
— vd th no problems fo imd — four miles west 
of Bur l ington, at a speed of 38 m.p.h. i n 40 -
m.p.h. territory. There were three cars con
ta in ing inf lammable mater ia l : two of propane 
and one of butane. The butane-carrying car 
spi l led and the butane ignited. 

The result ing fire injured a father and 
seriously burned his 16-year-old son. The two 
injured people were burned at their trailer 
home, about 150 metres from the ra i lway 
tracks. Two other fami ly members were 
unhurt but the trai ler was destroyed. Nearby 
Bur l ington lesidents, evacuated from their 
homes as a precaution, re tumed home on 
Monday moming , Febmary 28 . 

Twenty-six cars of the 59-car t ra in 
derailed. None of the crew was injured. No 
cause had been determined for the derai l
ment, a l though a track structural prob lem or 
a broken whee l is suspected. The track was 
reopened by 22 :00 o n Monday. 

—CPRS, Victoria Vmes-Coionist 

TRESPASSER IN jURED 
Two rock-cl imbers f rom Victor ia , testing their 
rope-swinging skiUs at the Niagara Canyon 
bridge, ran into difficulties on the af temoon 
of Febmary 2 1 . One c l imber swung harder 
and farther on a 60-metre rope than he had 
planned, a n d s lammed into the stone piUar 
o n the other side of the canyon, suffering 
brief tmconsciousness, a broken leg, and 
facial lacerations. The other c l imber lowered 
himsel f f rom the bridge and untangled a 
connect ing Kne so that a pa i r of hikers could 
p u l l the injured c l imber to safety. 

—Victoria Times-Colonist and CFAX Radio 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
E N G I N E FIRE IN M A N F F O B A 

The lead un i t of a n eastbound t ra in caught 
fire at Portage l a Prair ie o n February 2. The 
tra in, w i t h SD50 5432 and SD40 5043 , was 
switching a gra in elevator at B loom, M i l e 
64.3 of the Rivers Subdiv is ion, and as i t was 
pu l l ing out, engine o i l (not fuel) i n 5432 
caught fire. The crew extinguished most of 
the fire, uncoupled the two units, a n d went 
to the first level crossing east of B l oom. The 
Portage l a Prair ie fire department was cal led 
there, but the fire h a d almost b u m e d itself 
out by the t ime they arrived. The blaze 
b u m e d a l l the paint off the top and side of 
the locomotive and also caused extensive 
damage to the interior. The train's conductor 
and engineer were taken to Portage General 
Hospi ta l for smoke inhalat ion, after suffering 

sore throats and nausea. They were released 

later the same day and taken back to W i n n i 

peg-
About 30 minutes behind the fire-stmck 

t ra in was VIAs eastbound Canadian w i t h 
F40PH -2S 6403 and 6454. It was stopped by 
a red s ignal at B loom, and was he ld for 
almost two hours. About a hal f a n h o i u 
before the l ire a westbound had puUed into 
Portage l a Prair ie w i th SD40 5072 , H R 6 1 6 
2119 , a n d G M D l 1171 . To clear the l ine of 
the dead uni t and its tra in, the power f rom 
this westboimd proceeded to the side road 
near B loom, put 5432 and 5043 back as 
tra i l ing imits on the stalled eastbound and 
then hooked 5072, 2119, and 1171 on the 
head end. This made G M D l 1171 the lead 
uni t for the eastbound move. Once the freight 
was cleared, the Canadian was able to con
t inue east. 

Under the headline "Fire crews battle 
blaze i n locomotive: Unique experience for 
passing t ra in buffs," the Portage l a Prair ie 
Daily Graphic reported: "The unusua l blaze 
attracted the attention of two t ra in buffs. 
Chris M a r t i n of London, Ontario, and Ar t 
Clowes of Montrea l , Quebec, are travel l ing 
across the country watching and photograph
ing trains. They were train-watching i n Port
age l a Prair ie when they heard the fire ca l l 
on a radio scanner and fol lowed fire engines 
to the scene. 'Our hobby is t ra in photogra
p h y ' Clowes explained. "We're wo rk ing our 
way west,' M a r t i n noted. The flames had 
already subsided by the t ime they arrived, but 
they photographed the smou lde r ing , 
blackened engine anyway. It w i l l be added to 
a l l the photos of trains and scenery they 
collect on their three-week journey through 
Canada and the Uni ted States. Ironically, 
M a r t i n used to work for C N R a i l and Clowes 
s t i l l does. They p lan to travel west to Leth-
bridge. Alberta, and then head south to 
warmer climes, possibly ending up i n A r i 
zona. " 

PR INCE G E O R G E S H O P T O C L O S E ' 
C N has announced that it w i l l close its m a i n 
tenance-of-way equipment shop i n Pr ince 
George, B.C. , by. mid-July, thus e l iminat ing 
19 jobs. C N now has five such shops across 
the country, and is reducing the number to 
three. The shops i n Edmonton, Winnipeg, and 
Joffre, Quebec, w f l l remain open, the shop i n 
Pr ince George wf l l be closed, and the shop i n 
Capreol, Ontario, wf l l be offered to a private 

• company. 

C N is transferring the upkeep of ra i l track 
maintenance equipment, such as ballast 
tampers, f rom Prince George to Edmonton. 
"We are reorganising the way track mainten
ance is done," C N spokeswoman Christine 
Skjerven said. "The divis ion of wo rk between 
l ine crews and district engineering forces w i l l 

be adjusted, to a l l ow us to reduce one person 
here, two there. There w i l l be no cutback i n 
the qual i ty and frequency of track inspec
t i on . " 

The closure is part of CN's p lan to reduce 
the number of employees by 10 000 over 
three years. The number o f jobs was reduced 
by 722 i n the latest announcement. 

—Canadian Press, Vancouver Province 

VIA RAIL CANADA 
E & N E Q U I P M E N T 

V I A R D C - l s 6133, 6135, and 6148 are on the 
Esquimalt and Nana imo, based at Victor ia : 
6135 is i n dai ly service and appears to be the 
only car reliable enough to operate alone; 
6148 can be operated w i t h 6135, but has 
transmission problems; and 6133, the crews' 
" l ucky " car, is retained as a backup to the 
other two. In addit ion, RDC-1 6134 is stored 
at the Vancouver Maintenance Centre, for 
sale for scrap. The five-chime air horns from 
6134 were removed and instal led on 6135. 

V A O F F I C A L S VlSfT T H E ISLAND 
Several V IA officials came to Vancouver 
Island i n mid-February, seeking meetings 
w i t h civic and prov inc ia l government leaders. 
The B.C. pol it icians hoped for progressive 
talks on the future of the Esquimalt and 
Nana imo, but instead apparently got oifly 
explanations of current operations. A commit
tee of southern Vancouver Island residents, 
organised by Reform M P Keith Mar t in , has 
suggested that the E & N line be used for rush-
hour commuter service, w i t h three trains 
each way to the Westem Communit ies and 
one to and from Duncan. V IA has commented 
that commuter services are not its mandate 
and that funding must come from the provin
c ia l government. —Victoria Times-Cohnist 

OTHER NEWS 
B.C . FERRIES 

The ferry Queen of Bumaby — undergoing 
refit i n Vancouver for its V i c to r ia -Sea t t l e 
service - has been renamed RqyaZ Victorian. 

Four people suggested this name i n the B.C. 
government's contest; three others suggested 
"Roya l V i c to r ia " and were also named w i n 
ners. More than 3400 suggestions were 
received f rom the publ ic . Amongst the losing 
suggestions were "Dances w i t h Sa lmon, " 
"Cross Border Shoppei ; " and m y favourite, 
"NAFTA RAFTA. " 

The S-class ferry Spirit of British Columbia 

is back i n regular service. Its mate Spirit of 

Vancouver Island has just been commissioned 
and w f l l be i n service w i th in a few months. • 
B .C. Ferries is negotiating lease of three idle 
passenger-only catamarans, owned by Royal 
Seal ink Express, for use dur ing the busy 
summer per iod and the 1994 Commonweal th 
Games i n V ic tor ia . 
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CAPE BRETON AND CENTRAL 
NOVA SCOTIA RAILWAY 

M O T I V E P O W E R U P D A T E 
The Cape Breton and Centra l Nova Scot ia 
Ra i lway has undergone a few motive power 
changes since the art ic le appeared i n Rail and 

R-ansit last October 
The ra i lway now owns eight ex-CN 

C 6 3 0 M s : 2003 , 2015 , 2016 , 2029 , 2032 , 
2034 , 2035 , a n d 2039- These units are i n the 
process of be ing pa inted into the railway's 
b lack paint scheme, w i t h three go ld chevrons 
on each end of the unit , a n d a red Hon on 
the sides of the long hood beh ind the cab. 
The name of the ra i lway is spel led out i n fu l l 
on bo th sides o f the l ong hood i n b lock 
lettering. A l l lettering, stripes, and the l i on 
are appl ied w i t h v i ny l Scotchline, w h i c h is 
h ighly reflective. 

S ix o f the units have been pa inted so fai; 
and each of the painted units has been 
named after a Scott ish poet: 2003-John 

Gait, 2015-Robert Bums, 2029-Sir Richard 

Maitland, 2032-LordByron, 2035-Sir Walter 

Scott, and 2039-William Dunbar. No . 2034 
has not been painted, a n d 2016 had a l l of its 
o ld paint ground off i n preparat ion for paint
ing, but was immediate ly required for oper
at ion. So i t has been operating for the past 
l i t t le wh i l e covered l ook ing rather rusty. 

C 6 3 0 M 2035 is currently i n the C N diesel 
shop at Monc ton , be ing repaired f rom its tr ip 
to the Goderich-Exeter Ra i lway and hav ing 
TIBS equipment instal led. It is expected back 
i n service by the first weekend i n M a r c h , 

The other motive power currently on the 
rai lway consists of RSC14s ( R S l S s derated to 
1400 horsepower and r id ing o n A l A trucks) 
and R S l S s . Two R S l S s , w h i c h were in i t ia l ly 
leased and have since been purchased, are 
3675 and 3842, and two more that are on 
lease, w i t h a n opt ion to purchase, are 3627 
and 3716 . No . 3716 is currently i n M o n c t o n 
for work, and is expected back soon, a long 
w i t h 2 0 3 5 . 

A fifth R S I 8, w h i c h has not yet been 
determined, w f l l also be leased f rom C N . A l l 
of the R S l S s w f l l eventually be purchased 
from C N , after w h i c h they w f l l be pa inted 
and named after Canadian pr ime ministers. 

The paint scheme for these units wf l l be the 
same as on the C630Ms, w i t h a sHght var i 
a t ion i n the appl icat ion of the l ion, due to 
the shorter hood. The RSC14s, w h i c h are 
leased from CN, are 1760 and 1765, bo th of 
w h i c h w i l l be re tumed w h e n a l l of the R S l S s 
are i n service. RSC14s 1754 and 1757 were 
previously re tumed to C N due to their poor 
condit ion. 

Eventual ly a l l of the C630Ms and one 
RS18 wf l l have TIBS equipment installed, but 
currently, only 2003 , 2015 , 2016, and 2032 
have the equipment. The paint ing of the 
units is being done i n the shop i n Sydney by 
a private contractor The shop is also hav ing 
a p i t constmcted i n one of its tracks. The 
only p i t that the rai lway currently has is a n 
outdoor pit, leftover f rom the roimdhouse i n 
Sydney. 

C N NORTH AMERICA 
N E W P O W E R 

C N has ordered 18 new Dash 9-44Cs from 
General Electric, at a cost of $35-mi l l i on . The 
4400-horsepower units wf l l be assigned to 
heavy-haul service i n Westem Canada, and 
wf l l a l low the transfer of other locomotives to 
the east. A l l 18 of the Dash 9s are to be 
delivered i n 1994. 

The units wf l l have DC motors, and C N 
says they w f l l have computers and new tech
nology to save fuel, reduce ahr po l lut ion, and 
increase reliability. The locomotive tmcks , 
refrigerators, speed indicators, speed control 
equipment, seats, a i r brake castings, and 
toilets w i l l be purchased from Canadian 
suppliers. 

C N has also arranged to acquire 2 4 Un i o n 
Pacific SD40-2S early i n 1994, when their 
lease expires. The units are UP 4 0 9 0 - 4 1 0 4 
and 4 1 0 6 - 4 1 1 4 , and were or ig inal ly 
Missour i Pacific 7 9 0 - 8 0 4 and 8 0 6 - 8 1 4 , 
then M P 3 0 9 0 - 3 1 0 4 and 3 1 0 6 - 3 1 1 4 . The 
units wf l l be upgraded by A M F before they 
are put into service on C N . 

-Bl Wire, Knight-Ridder. BRS Branchline 

LEASED UNITS O N T H E G T W 
C N has leased EC R a i l SD40-2s 737, 739, 
and 742, and they are now i n service o n the 
Grand Trunk Westem for nine months. 

Five former U n i o n Pacific and Missour i 
Pacific SD40s, subsequently operated as P L M 
leasers and recently rebuilt by Morr i son-
Knudsen, and now numbered as M P I 
9 0 5 3 - 9 0 5 7 , have also been leased for ser
vice on the GTW. 

Eleven former CSXT SD45-2s, now owned 
by He lm, w f l l be leased to the G T W after re
bui ld ing . Five wf l l be rebuilt at AMF, four at 
V M V i n Paducah, Kentucky, a n d two by 
Metro East, i n East St. Louis, Missour i . After 
rebuilding, the units are to be numbered 
HATX 9 0 0 - 9 1 0 . -BRS Branchline 

CP RAIL SYSTEM 
LEASED P O W E R 

CP is i n need of more motive powei; as are 
many other Nor th Amer i can roads. The latest 
power to come to CP are five SD40-2s from 
GAIX . The units are former Un i on Pacific 
engines, and are be ing renumbered from 
GATX 3 9 0 0 - 3 9 0 4 to 9 0 0 - 9 0 4 . 

CP is also going to be leasing four VIA 
F40PHs, to be used on intermodal trains 928 
and 929 between Toronto and Montrea l . The 
first two units, 6438 and 6452, were first to 
be used on M a r c h 2, and the other two were 
expected to fo l low shortly. 

GM LOCOMOTIVE GROUP 
DIESEL DIVISION DELIVERIES 

The fo l lowing are some more deliveries of 
units f rom the General Motors Diesel Div is ion 
p lant i n London. (A l l but one of the B N 
SD70M-ACS have been delivered by C N so 
far.) 

• Jan 6 - BN 9406 Interchanged to BN through 
the Belt Railroad of Chicago's Clearing Yard by 
C N , In Chicago. 
• Jan 12 - BN 9404 arrived at Battle Creek, 
Michigan. 
• Jan 13 - SP 9788 and 9790 Interchanged to BN 
through the BRC Clearing Yard from CR 
• Jan IS - SP 9785 and 9791 arrived Chicago 
Clearing Yard on CP Train 505-14. 
• Jan 27 — BN 9409 Interchanged through the 
BRC Clearing Yard by C N . 
• Jan 29 - SP 9794 arrived Clearing Yard on CP 
Train 505-28. 
• Jan 30 - BN 9408 and 9410 Interchanged 
through the BRC Clearing Yard by C N . 
• Feb 2 - SP 9793 arrived Bensenville Yard on CP 
Train 505-01. 
• Feb 3 - BN 9411 and 9412 interchanged 
through the BRC Clearing Yard by C N . 
• Feb II - BN 9414 arrived Chicago Bensenville 
Yard on CP Train 505-09. BN 9417 was bad-
ordered at Sarnia, where It was held for repair. 
• Feb 12 - BN 9413, 9415, and 9416 arrived at 
Battle Creek, Michigan, and BN 9417 arrived at 
Port Huron, both on C N . 
• Feb 13 — BN 9416 turned back east, departing 
Blue Island Yard, Illinois, on C N Train 388. 
• Feb 14 - BN 9413 and 9415 Interchanged to 
BN In Chicago. BN 9416 and 9417 arrived at Battle 
Creek Yard, Michigan. BN 9420 waiting at C N 
London East to be picked up. 
• Feb 17 - BN 9420 and 9422 Interchanged to 
BN In Chicago. 
• Feb 18 - BN 9417 arrived back at Battle Creek 
Yard on C N Train 389. 
• Feb 23 - BN 9423 and 9424 Interchanged to 
BN in Chicago. 
• Ma r 2 - BN 9418 and 9427 departed from 
London East on C N Train 51 I to Samia, destined 
for Chicago. 

B N 9405 and SP 9786, 9787, 9789, and 
9792 were previously delivered to Bensenville 
Yard i n Chicago by CP. 
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TORONTO 
S U B W A Y A N N I V E R S A R Y 

M a r c h 30, 1994, marks the 4 0 t h anrdversary 
of the opening of the Yonge Subway. The 
TTC is investing some effort i n a month- long 
celebration of the event, ty ing i n the anniver
sary of Toronto's most successful rap id transit 
hne w i t h the f inal push for mun ic ipa l funding 
for the present-day Rap id Transit Expans ion 
Programme. A photo and video exhibit is on 
display at Metro H a U for the next month , and 
w i U be j o ined by other displays at U n i o n 
Stat ion and the te rmina l stations, closer to 
the actual anniversary date. 

O n M a r c h 30 , two special subway trains 
w f l l operate southbound f rom the TTC head 
office at Davisvflle Stat ion, carrying invi ted 
guests to a noon ceremony at U n i o n Stat ion. 
The trains w i U be decorated for the event. 

w i t h the interior advertising cards replaced by 
archiva l photos and histor ical information. 
Briefly considered for use i n the ceremony 
were the four remaining stored Gloucester 
subway cars, part o f the Yonge hue's or ig inal 
1954 fleet. Their use was ruled out because 
of the time and cost that wou ld be necessary 
to refurbish them. The TTC may consider a n 
overhaul of the cars over the next two years, 
howevei; i n t ime for use i n the TTC's 75 th 
anniversary i n 1996. 

T T C SERVICE C H A N G E S 
M a n y changes to TTC routes were made 
beginning February 13, to improve transit 
service across Metro . These changes were 
inc luded i n the 1994 Service P lan , w h i c h was 
approved by the Commiss ion i n 1993 ; some 
of the changes i n the p l an had already began 
i n November 1993 . The changes are designed 
to make transit service more closely match 
customers' travel needs, extend service into 
new areas, reduce travel t ime for customers, 
a n d reduce the number of transfers needed. 
The TTC says these improvements w f l l make 
service more attractive for people travel l ing 
i n Metro Toronto, and should lead to 
increased ridership. A l l of the changes were 
made at l itt le or no cost, by shuffling buses 
between routes, and speeding up services. 

The most-extensive changes were made i n 
the West Toronto area, where several routes 
changed their te rmina l subway stations i n a 

R A I L W A Y A N D T R A N S I T N E W S 

significant straightening-out and speeding-up 
of routes. Some of the West Toronto route 
extensions have orfly been possible since 
trol ley coaches were removed f rom the 
4 7 - L a n s d o w n e and 6 3 - O s s i n g t o n routes. 

The on ly streetcar service to change is the 
addi t ion of five trips f rom downtown to Long 
Branch Loop on the 5 0 4 - K i n g / 5 0 7 - L o n g 
Branch route, e l iminat ing up to two transfers 
for customers travel l ing through. 

OTHER CITIES 
N E W T E R M I N A L IN S U D B U R Y 

FoUowing the trend o f other cities such as 
Kitchener-Waterloo and Barrie, Sudbury wf l l 
construct a new combmat ion city and 
intercity bus terminal . The site selected is 
presently the locat ion of a Canadian Tire 
store, w h i c h wf l l be relocated. Before the 
store was bui l t , Greyhoimd (formerly N icke l 
Belt Coach Lines) had an intercity bus depot 
on the site. As w i t h a l l new transit terminals 
and stations bui l t i n Ontario, the new depot 
w f l l be fully-accessible to a l l customers. 

-CUTA Fdrum 

V A N C O U V E R F E R R Y - C O M M U T E P L A N 
A private company has recently begun a ferry 
service between Port Moody and the down
t own Vancouver SeaBus terminal . Traffic 
between the northeast sector and dovmtown 
Vancouver can be very slow, and a SkyTrain 
or commuter t ra in system is stiU years away. 
A n already-approved project to create high-
occupancy vehicle lanes on the Bamet H igh
way won ' t be complete un t i l at least 1996. 

The ferry proposal came together quickly 
and the single tr ip a day could remove up to 
200 cars f rom the clogged corridor. The Pride 

of Vancouver made its first tr ip on 
January 31 . — Voncouver Sun 

INDUSTRY NEWS 
LATE NEWS: PROVINCE BUYS OBI 

The financial difficulties of Ontario Bus 
Industries culminated at the end of Febmary 
i n the sale of the company to the Province of 
Ontario. The province bought OBI for one 
doUai; and has appointed new senior man
agement. The province acted as an inter im 
owner w h e n UTDC Inc. was transferred from 
Lavahn to Bombardiei ; and the purchase of 
OBI may be part of a s imi lar p lan . We wf l l 
have more details i n next month's Rail and 

R-ansit. -Globe and Mail 

OBI C A U G H T MISLABELLING BUSES 
The Mississauga-based Ontario Bus Industries 
and its Amer ican subsidiary Bus Industries of 
Amer ica , have pleaded guilty to v io lat ing U.S. 
" B u y Amer i ca " mles . The company's president 

•a-cHnTtted that OBI^hipped BflsStb-a-Buffalo, 
New York, customer that had "Made i n 
U.S.A . " labels, when i n fact they were whoUy 
assembled i n Canada. 

T T C Service Changes 

1 8 - C A L E D O N I A . . Name no longer used; replaced by Lansdowne 47 
1 6 4 - C A L V l N G T O N - R U S T I C R D . . . . Evening, Saturday service removed (low ridership) 
1 9 - C H U R C H 
1 2 7 - D A V E N P O R T 
3 2 - E G L I N T O N W E S T 
3 1 - G R E E N W O O D . 

4 8 - H U M B E R B L V D . Name no longer used; replaced by Rogers Road 16! 
3 5 - j A N E 
4 1 - K E E L E • 
4 3 - K E N N E D Y 
4 7 - L A N S D O W N E 
5 2 - l A W R E N C E W E S T 
5 0 7 - L O N G . B R A N C H 
5 9 - M A P L E L E A F 
1 3 0 - M I D D L E F I E L D 
1 3 3 - N E I L S O N Re-routed through Centenary Health Centre 
8 0 - Q U E E N S W A Y 
1 6 1 - R O G E R S RD 
76 - R O Y A L Y O R K S O U T H 
8 4 - S H E P P A R D W E S T 
1 2 3 - S H O R N C L I F F E Extension to Long Branch Loop 
8 8 - S O U T H LEASIDE Re-routed, extension at Thorncllffe Park 
5 3 - S T E E L E S EAST Extension to Markham Road 
6 0 - S T E E L E S W E S T 
1 6 8 - S Y M I N G T O N N e w route, Rogers Road to Dundas West Stn 
1 1 2 - W E S T M A L L 
9 6 - W I L S O N N e w branch to Tandrldge and Thist ledown 
i 0 6 - Y O R K UNIVERSITY Articulated buses now used 
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A E T S T R O L L E Y C O A C H E S 
Edmonton Transit System trolley coaches, 
loaded on flat cars, ride a CP Rail train as they 
return west after three years' operation In 
Toronto. 

-Photo by Dove Morgan, December 26, 1993 

U.S. regulations require that buses pur
chased with federal funds have at least 50 
percent of the dollar value of the bus orig
inate in the U.S., and that final assembly be 
done in a U.S. plant. OBI's president faces up 
to a year in jail, and total corporate fines 
may add up to $1-million. Fortunately for the 
company, there will be no restrictions in 
bidding for future business in the United 
States. -Globe and Mail 

ROLLI OCK 

D o n M c Q u e e n 
38 Uoyd Manor Crescent 

London , Ontar io N 6 H 3Z3 

N A T I O N A L S T E E L C A R 
National Steel Car of Hamilton, the largest 
Canadian manufacturer of railway rolling 
stock, is hiring a total of 300 additional 
employees to meet an increase in demand for 
freight cars. The greater demand for cars is 
coming from the U.S., thanks to a low Cana
dian dollar and high demand in the U.S. for 
rolling stock. Included in the orders are 1000 
hopper cars for Union Pacific, which will 
keep the plant working for seven months 
alone. TTX has also ordered a large number 
of cars (see December Rail and TYansit). 

-Hamilton Spectator via Doug Page 

B O M B A R D I E R IN T E X A S 
Bombardiei; and other members of a consor
tium awarded a franchise to build the contin
ent's first high-speed railway line in Texas, 
have failed to raise the necessary funding to 
keep the project going. The high-speed line 

was to be built between Dallas/Fort Worth 
and Houston, and was going to be the North 
American showcase of the TCy to which 
Bombardier owns the North American rights. 
The franchise for the Texas project was 
awarded in 1991, and the consortium had to 
raise $170-million by the end of 1993, of 
which it only raised $40-million. Bombardier 
blames the failure on a lack of state funding, 
which a lot of private financiers of the project 
required before submitting their money. 
Bombardier hopes this is only a setback, not 
a failure. -Toronto Star via Rex Rundle 

TARIFF EL IMINATION 
As part of the NAFTA accelerated tariff elim
ination process, application has been made to 
eliminate the tariffs on the following compo
nents for "railcars" sooner than scheduled: 
insulated wire over 600 volts, AC motors, 
mirrors, destination signs, fuses, articles of 
bedding and similar furnishings, cushions, 
plastic light lenses, lamps and lighting fit
tings, laminated safety glass for railway 
vehicles, steel or aluminium hinges, rubber 
hoses, lighting equipment, plywood and 
similar laminated wood, receptacle boxes of 
metal and suspension shock-absorbers. 

-Canadian Gazette via Douglas Webster 

TOURIST RAI 
A N I X M t >T4 ! J S 

1 n n 

HERITAGE STAT ION DES IGNAT IONS 
In honour of Heritage Day, February 21, the 
Minister of Canadian Heritage, Michel Dupuy, 
designated 45 more railway stations as pro
tected under the Heritage Railway Stations 
Protection Act. 

New Brunswick: CN Grand Falls, CP Ed
mundston, CN Sackville, and CN Sussex. 
Quebec: CN Amqui, CN Macamic, CP Mas-
son (Buckingham-Junction), CN Mont-Joli, 

CN Rimouski, CN Saint-Pascal, CP Sainte-
Anne-de-la-Perade, CN Sayabec, CP Scots-
town, CN Shawinigan, CP Shawinigan, and 
CP Sherbrooke. 

Ontario: CN Belleville, CP Cartiei; VIA (ex-
CN) Cobourg, CN/ONR Cochrane, CN Home
payne, CN Huntsviiie, CP Kenora, CN North 
Bay, CP North Bay, CN Orillia, CN St. Clair 
Avenue (in Toronto), CP Parry Sound, CN 
Port Hope, CN Prescott, CP Schreibei; 
CN/VIA Sioux Lookout, VIA (ex-CN) Strat
ford, VIA (ex-CP) Sudbury, Union Station in 
Thunder Bay, CN Unionville, and VIA (ex-CN) 
Woodstock. 
Alberta: CN Jasper. 

British Columbia: VIA (ex-E&N) Courtenay, 
VIA (ex-E&N) Duncan, CN Kamloops, CP 
Nelson, CN Prince Rupert, VIA (ex-E&N) 
Qualicum Beach, and BN Salmo. 

SSR E X P A N S I O N H O P E S FALL 
Negotiations between CN and the Cookstown 
Chamber of Commerce broke down when CN 
stated that a 15-acre parcel of land must be 
purchased with the right-of-way to Alliston 
and Cookstown. The parcel of land, which 
was the old Beeton yard, is not needed by the 
South Simcoe Railway, and CN now refuses 
to sell any property unless this unwanted 
parcel is included. 

The sides were coming closer to agreeing 
on terms for the purchase of the right-of-way 
from Beeton to Cookstown, but when CN 
leamed that plans were made to re-align the 
track along a municipal road allowance to 
bypass the Beeton yard land, CN demanded 
that it be included with the rest of the pur
chase. 

The Town of New Tecumseth is nego
tiating with CN to purchase 6.8 miles of 
right-of-way between Beeton and Alliston for 
$150 000, to use as a service corridor. The 
town expects to recoup its money by selling 
building lots at the Alliston station site. 
—The Barrie Examiner, The Scope via Bruce D. Cole 

ETR 0-6-0 M O V E S 
Essex Terminal's 0-6-0 Number 9, has made 
another move in its long road to restoration. 
The locomotive, which is owned by the ETR 
and leased to the Southem Ontario Locomo
tive Restoration Society, was moved to the 
Ontario Hydro Nanticoke Generating Station 
in 1986. Before that, it had sat on an isolated 
piece of track in Milton, near the GO station 
in the east end of town, for a decade. The 
engine was moved last month on two flatcars 
to the Michigan Central engine facility in St. 
Thomas, which is also the home of the Elgin 
County Railway Society's 4-6-4 5700 (ex-CN 
5703). Restoration work on No. 9 will soon 
start again with a rejuvenated group from St. 
Thomas joining the Society. Number 9 is 
planned to return to service by 1999, and 
may operate on the Port Stanley Terminal 
Railway. —The Spectator via Doug Page 

26 • Rail a n d T r a n s i t • F e b r u a r y - M a r c h 1994 



TRANSCONTINENTAL R A I L W A Y A N D T R A N S I T N E W S 

SPOTTERS 
Sean Robita i l le 

371 Wakefield Place 
Newmarket , Ontario L3Y 6P3 

H A M I L T O N A R E A December 21 -January 30 Greg Smith 
Bayview, D e c e m b e r 21: 
11:16 - C N Tra in 4 1 0 w i t h 5309-5226-2332 and 68 cars 
11:23 - C N Tra in 449 w i t h 5363-5356-f lat-SP l * - f la t -53 cars 

* - SP 1 is Shaw Pipe's GE 44-Ton. It was set out at Hamilton account flat wheeb. 

11:44 - CP Train 522 w i t h 8206-8210-1821-8228 and 53 cars 
A b e r d e e n , January 9: 
• Power f rom CP Train 557 - CPRS 6410-Soo 742 

• Power from CP Tra in 521 - 5915-Soo 788-6617-CPRS 6404-Soo 6604 

A lde r sho t , January 15: 
15:04 - C N Train 380 w i t h 2109-2309-9527 a n d 82 cars 
15:07 - CP Train 557 w i t h Soo 7 7 0 - H L C X 4062 and 12 cars 
15:18 - C N Train B333 w i t h 9 6 6 2 - E M L 775-CN 9307 and 60 cars 
Kinnear, January 2 3 : 
16:21 - CP Tra in 522 w i t h 5515-5757-4224-4212-4227-3087 and 51 cars 
16 :29 - CP Tra in 521 w i t h 4239-4229-3078-Soo 6620-743-CPRS 762 and 44 cars 
A b e r d e e n , January 2 5 : 
• Power from CP E/B - CPRS 6410-GArX 2005-CP 4 2 2 4 - 4 2 1 2 ^ 2 2 7 - 3 0 8 7 
A lde r sho t , January 28 : 

13:53 - C N Train 332 w i t h C N N A 2440-2450 and 66 cars 

Gue lph Jet., January 30 : 
15:06 - CP Train 2 7 0 w i t h 1833-CPRS 6607-Soo 770 and 50 cars 
15:23 - CP Train 923 w. 5680-5630-1682-8236, a flat w i t h G W W D 44-Ton 101, and 71 cars 

C H I C A G O January 1 8 - 2 3 Ken Lanovich 
Due to C N derailments i n no r them Ontario, some trains were detouring through Chicago. C N 
Trains 215 and 219 ran over G T W to Chicago, then over Soo from Chicago to Du lu th . C N 
Train 265 , consisting o f double-stack containers, was forced to detour from Buffalo to Chicago 
on Conra i l (as Train D301 ) , then onto the Soo to Du lu th . 

January 18, 13:00 - C N Train 215 w i t h 9512-9570 and 67 cars 
January 19, 12 :20 - C N Train 265 w i t h 9503-9665-5035-9656 and 71 cars 

20 :55 - C N Train 219 w i t h 5323-CR 6753-CR 6735 and 78 cars 
January 20 , 16 :00 - C N Train 392 w i t h 5360-5245-GTW 5920-5900 and 81 cars 

17 :00 - C N Train 379 w. 5013-5008-5025-GTW 5930 and 83 phosphate loads 
21 :15 - G T W Train 394 w i t h C N 9307-9317-GTW 5913-DE 013 a n d 73 cars 

January 2 3 , 10:30 - CP Train 505 w i t h 5857-5602-SP 9692-9689-GMD 57 and 41 cars 

C O B O U R G January 2 - 2 7 Denis Taylor 
January 2, 11:54 - C N W/B w i t h 5321-5305 and 80 cars, inc lud ing 2 0 cars of welded ra i l 
January 4, 13 :18 - CP E/B w i t h 5599-5732 and a t ra in of containers 
January 13, 12:14 - C N W/B w i t h 5249-2329 and 117 cars 
January 22, 12 :30 - CP E/B w i t h 5406 and 20 cars 
January 27 , 13 :02 - C N E/B w i t h C N N A 6005-CN 2310 and 71 cars 

H A M I L T O N - B U R L I N G T O N December 7 - 2 3 Todd Badour 
December 7, 19:41 

20 :21 
December 10, 20 :14 

21 :23 
December 16, 21 :14 

21 :29 
December 19, 2 0 : 3 4 
December 23 , 09 :52 

CP Tra in 558 w i t h 5676-GArX 7368 
CP Tra in 521 w i t h 8248-1862-8237-1861-Soo 6613-CPRS 740 
CP Train 521 w i t h 8222-4241-4237-8212-CPRS 6404-GArX 7370 
C N Train 413 w i t h 5156-2323-3584 
C N Train 403 w i t h 4110-7104-7102-7035 
CP Train 700 w i t h 8206-CPRS 5481-CP 8208 
CP Train 521 w i t h 8241-1840-1849-3030-1811 
CP Train 271 w i t h Soo 788-6617-6616 

PARIS February 13 James Gamble 
12 :20 - C N Train 382 w i t h 5342 -5042 -CNNA 2450 
12:30 - C N Tra in 380 w i t h 9607-(.?j-CSX 8957* -SBD 8 9 6 3 * - C S X 8 9 5 0 * 

* - The CSX and SBD units are model SD45-2, destined for AMF. 

BACK COVER 
The date: Sunday, October 31,1965. The time: 
around 17:00. The cast: three railfans and two 
trains. The storyline: the three of us had posi
tioned ourselves near the Don Yard In Toronto 
to observe the first eastbound departures of 
Canadian National's new Rapido and Canadian 
Pacific's new Chateau Champlain. 

" P o o l " trains had stopped running the day 
before. Pooled service on C N and CP between 
Montreal and Toronto and between Ottawa and 
Toronto began on April 2, 1933, and between 
Quebec and Montreal a year later. The railways 
began pool trains to reduce costs during the 
depression, and the arrangement ended when 
C N and CP decided to go their separate favour
able and unfavourable ways regarding passenger 
trains. 

These pictures were taken by Jim Appleby, 
and although the Rapido has been captured on 
film many times, we believe the photograph of 
the classy CP streamliner to be a rarity. If not a 
unique Item. There was just enough daylight left 
to get acceptable pictures that day, and sunset 
was never as late during the life of the train. 

The Rapido was due to leave at 16:45, and It 
did, with a lot of pomp and circumstance, we 
might add. The mayor of Toronto, Phil Glvens, 
had " launched" the train with champagne across 
the "bow," flashbulbs popped, and the engineer 
really "notched her up " to put on a good show 
for a short distance out of the station. The 
consist of three units and six cars made for a 
pretty good power-to-weight ratio. C N pre
pared the equipment especially for the new train 
by installing flashing lights on the locomotives and 
painting "Rapido" on the car sides. The 4 hour 
59 minute time was the fastest up until then on 
the C N line. 

By contrast, the Chateau Champlain left, on 
time at 17:00, with little If any fanfare, though 
the CPR had taken out a full-page advertisement 
In the Toronto newspapers. As It gracefully and 
quietly glided by us to make the swing north, we 
could clearly see that the cars were sparsely 
populated — an ominous sign of things to come. 
The train Included a baggage car, three coaches, 
a Skyline dome, a dining room car, two 40-seat 
parlour cars, and a Park dome-observation car. 
The 5 hour 45 minute trip time was the best 
ever operated on the CPR route. 

The fates of these two trains paralleled their 
Inaugurals. The Rapido name lasted many years, 
first as a train name, then as a type of service. 
C n the other hand, the CP trains could not 
compete with their C N rivals because of a 
slower schedule, considerably higher fares, and 
a lot less promotion. Three months later, the 
Inevitable had happened, and on January 23, 
1966, the Chateau and Its westbound sister, the 
Royal York, made their last runs and were 
history. 

-Photos fay Jim Applefay, October 31, 1965. 
Caption by Richard Carroll. 
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