
The Toronto, H a m i l t o n and B u f f a l o R a i l w a y has l o n g en­
j o y e d a r e s p e c t a b l e t r a d e on i t s Hamilton-Welland (Ontj 
main l i n e . In a d d i t i o n to a s i z e a b l e " b r i d g e t r a f f i c " 
between Canadian P a c i f i c and NYC c o n n e c t i o n s a t these 
p o i n t s , the h e a v i l y i n d u s t r i a l i z e d Hamilton d i s t r i c t 
o r i g i n a t e s numerous c a r l o a d s f o r TH&B. 

By the mid-1920's, tonnage was becoming too arduous, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y over the s t i f f N i a g a r a Escarpment c l i m b 
between Hamilton and Vinemount, f o r the f l e e t of l i g h t 
2-8-0's then i n charge, and TH&B began c a s t i n g about 
f o r s u i t a b l e designs f o r new power. In 1927, the r a i l ­
way i n i t i a t e d experiments w i t h a borrowed New York 
C e n t r a l H-lO-b 2-8-2 and brand new Boston and Albany 
2-8-4 No. 1433. The outcome of these t e s t s was the 
p l a c i n g of an o r d e r w i t h M o n t r e a l Locomotive Works i n 
F e b r u a r y , 1928 f o r two 2-8-4 type l o c o m o t i v e s , the 
f i r s t and, as events were to prove, the o n l y 2-8-4's 
owned by a Canadian l i n e . 

The new l o c o m o t i v e s , Nos. 201 and 202, C l a s s A, were 
d e l i v e r e d i n J u l y of the same y e a r . While one engine 
i m m e d i a t e l y e n t e r e d s e r v i c e , the other was p l a c e d on a 
week's p u b l i c e x h i b i t i o n on Company t r a c k s at Hunter 
and B a i l e y S t r e e t s , H a m i l t o n , by the proud TH&B. A 
s t a i r w a y was b u i l t so t h a t v i s i t o r s c o u l d view the cab 
and d u r i n g the e x h i b i t i o n p e r i o d movies of the 2-8-4's 
c o n s t r u c t i o n were shown at Hamilton's Pantages Theatre 

In terms of b a s i c dimensions, the two A - c l a s s engines 
were i d e n t i c a l to t h e i r B&A k i n , and t h e i r appearance 
bore unmistakeable t r a c e s of NYC parentage. The open 
cab c o n t r a s t e d s h a r p l y w i t h the a l l - w e a t l i e r v e s t i b u l e d 
types b e i n g a p p l i e d to o t h e r Canadian l o c o m o t i v e s . The 
i m p r e s s i v e a i r s t o r a g e c a p a c i t y of t h r e e main r e s e r ­
v o i r s was s u p p l i e d by a p a i r of p i l o t - m o u n t e d compres­
s o r s , c o n c e a l e d behind a s h i e l d . A C o f f i n feedwater 
h e a t e r i n t l i e shape of an i n v e r t e d "U" was m e r c i f u l l y 
c o n c e a l e d w i t h i n the smokebox, w h i l e the feedwater 
pump was c a r r i e d on a s u b s t a n t i a l b r a c k e t on the eng­
i n e ' s l e f t s i d e . A massive f i r e b o x c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 
l a r g e h e a t i n g s u r f a c e , n e c e s s a r y to s a t i s f y the steam 
demands of the 28" x 30" c a s t s t e e l c y l i n d e r s ; a low-
water alarm guarded a g a i n s t burned crown s h e e t s . Over 
one ton of c o u n t e r b a l a n c e i n each main d r i v e r , c o v e r ­
i n g f u l l y h a l f of the wheel c e n t r e , was n e c e s s a r y to 
reduce the pounding e f f e c t of the main r o d b i g ends. 
P r o v i s i o n was mode i n the d e s i g n of the Commonwealth 
t r a i l i n g t r u c k f o r f u t u r e a p p l i c a t i o n of a b o o s t e r . 
The swing-type b e l l perched atop the smokebox f r o n t , 
which was hinged to permit the e n t i r e f r o n t end to be 
swung open. 

V i r t u a l l y a l l of the 200's s e r v i c e was spent h a u l i n g 
f r e i g h t between Aberdeen Yard i n H a m i l t o n and NYC's 
Montrose Yard, N i a g a r a F a l l s — a distance of 50 m i l e s . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y , one of them would be c a l l e d upon to han­
d l e passenger s t o c k , and f o r t h i s duty the A's were 
equipped w i t h steam heat c o n n e c t i o n s . In 1929, when 
the NYC ( i n c l u d i n g the M i c h i g a n C e n t r a l ) adopted Auto­
matic T r a i n C o n t r o l , the 2-8-4's were among the group 
of THScB engines f i t t e d w i t h ATC equipment f o r o p e r a t i o n 
on NYC t r a c k east of Welland. T r a i l i n g t r u c k b o o s t e r s 
were a p p l i e d about t h i s time, f o r improved s t a r t i n g 
t r a c t i v e e f f o r t . O t h e r w i s e , a p a r t from the r e p l a c e ­
ment of the Duplex mechanical s t o k e r s w i t h the S t a n ­
dard type i n 1946, the 200's remained v i r t u a l l y un­
changed f o r t h e i r e n t i r e c a r e e r s . A l l s e r v i c i n g and 
maintenance work on these e n g i n e s , i n c l u d i n g complete 
o v e r h a u l s , was done i n TH&B's own shops a t Chatham St., 
H a m i l t o n . 

In 1950, THSB's f i r s t r o a d d i e s e l s a r r i v e d , numbering 
the days of the 200's. In June, 1953, a f t e r i n ­
c r e a s i n g l y i n t e r m i t t e n t use, they were l a i d up, and i n 
October s o l d to the S t e e l Company of Canada f o r s c r a p . 
By the year's end, o n l y memories remained of Canada's 
o n l y 2-8-4's. % 



MOTS; BAKtR. VALVS 

CLASS 
ROAD NUAtBERS 
BUILDER'S NUMBERS 
BUILDER & DATE 
BOILER PRESSURE 
CYLINDERS 
DRIVING WHEELS 
TRACTIVE EFFORT 
TRACTIVE EFFORT OF BOOSTER 
FIREBOX WIDTH, INSIDE 
FIREBOX LENGTH, INSIDE 
GRATE AREA 

A d) 
2 0 1 , 202 
67573/74 

MONTREAL LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, 1928 
240 

2 8 " x 30" 
6 3 " 

6 9 , 0 0 0 
1 2 , 0 0 0 

9 6 - 1 / 4 " 
150" 
100 

TUBES, NUMBER AND OUTSIDE DIAM. 

DISTANCE BETWEEN TUBE SHEETS 
HEATING SURFACE, TUBES 
HEATING SURFACE, SUPERHEATER 
HEATING SURFACE, FIREBOX 
HEATING SURFACE, ARCH TUBES 
TOTAL HEATING SURFACE 
WEIGHT ON DRIVERS 
TOTAL WEIGHT OF ENGINE 
LOADED WEIGHT OF TENDER 
LIGHT WEIGHT OF TENDER 

204 3 - 1 / 2 " 
98 2 " 

2 0 ' - 0 " 
4 , 7 4 2 
2 , 2 4 3 

288 
50 

7 , 3 2 3 
2 5 4 , 5 0 0 
3 9 3 , 0 0 0 
2 2 8 , 0 0 0 

9 6 , 0 0 0 

U p p e r C a n a d a R a i l w a y S o c i e t y 
T E R M I N A L " A " T O R O N T O 

10C0M0TIV[ DATA SHEET 

C o m p i l e d by: James A. Brown. 
C o n t r i b u t o r s : W . E . B l a i n e , R.S. George, R.G. L e i t c h , 

W.H.N. R o s s i t e r , R.F. C o r l e y . 

KKViiRSE SIDE, TOP: No. 201 aviaits disnatoh at Hamilton, January 
1937- Note the ATC pickup on the tender truck. /R.S. George C o l l . 
REVERSE SIDE, BOTTOM: One vieek from retirement, 201 pounds west 
through Smithville, Ont., i n June, 1953- /'.V.H.M. Rossiter 
ABOVE: No. 202 rides the tiu-ntable at Hamilton. /w.E. Blaine 
LEFT: TH&B tonnage nears Montrose Yard i n charge of 2-8-4 201 i n 
June, 1953- /W.H.N. Rossiter 
BELOW: B&A's A-l-b class influenced the design of TH&B's 2-8-4is. 


