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Former CPR business car 2, s t i l l i n i t s o r i g i n a l maroon paint and gold 
l e t t e r i n g , i s p i c t u r e d near the s i t e of Leaside S t a t i o n , Toronto, on 
Jul y 15, 1989. It r e s t s on a s e c t i o n of new track, s l i g h t l y over two car 
lengths long, l a i d beside the main l i n e but not connected. The car w i l l 
be a v a i l a b l e f o r rent f o r meetings and other gatherings. It w i l l be 
repainted in i t s CPR colours. Thompson 

The f i r s t TTC PCC, .A-1 c l a s s 4000, i s loaded aboard a truck at H i l l c r e s t 
Yard on June 21, 1989, f o r i t s r e t u r n to the Rockwood s t r e e t c a r museum. 
The car was in the Harvey Shop a f t e r being-displayed at the 1988 CNE for 
the 50th anniversary of PCCs in Toronto. p Thomp.son 

On J u l y 31, 1989, TTC track crews were busy l a y i n g track on Spadina Ave. 
north from Lakeshore Rd., leading up to the new bridge over the railway 
t r a c k s . The tracks w i l l be i n a r a i s e d concrete r e s e r v a t i o n , s i m i l a r to 
the one on Oueens Quay. This view looks northwest from the abandoned CNR 
High Line embankment . , , „ „, 

--John D. Thompson 
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Observations from a former Montreal commuter 
By Bob Sandusky . 
Vacationing near Dorion, Quebec for a few days i n Ju l y 
provided an opportunity to revisit a few haunts from my CP 
Lakeshore commuting days of 1965 to 1973. A n incentive to do 
so was hearing a report of the new Bombardier commuter stock 
entering use on the l ine. 

A t Dor ion itself is an overnight storage yard for commuter 
trains, located just west of the station, as we l l as the junct ion 
for the CPR Rigaud branch (now used by just one S T C U M train, 
wh i ch wyes at R i gaud and spends the night beside the stone 
station there). Freight activity abounds (Alco smoke here) whi le 
C N and VIA do their th ing 50 metres to the south. The 
refurbished station remains, though the order board has gone. 

Inquiry revealed that only one set of the new cars was in 
use. No . 14 out of Dor ion at 0657 and No. 19 out of Windsor 
Stat ion at 1700. Next morning, my early arrival at Dor ion was 
rewarded by the sight of leased V IA F40PH-2 6422 drawing up 
from the storage yard w i th 10 blue and grey 700-series coaches. 
They had been mentioned i n the June Newsletter, but i t was 
only a week later when I happened to see some Amtrak coaches 
on the MAPLE LEAF that I realized that STCUM's cars are 
practical ly identical to the "Hor i zon Fleef ' order of 104 cars for 
"short distance" service. Some differences include inside journal 
trucks on the S T C U M stock, compared to the Amtrak outside 
frame truck w i th equalizers. F u l l height s l id ing doors cover the 
steps, wh i ch seem a bit narrow for commuter work. 

That moming , I d id lineside photography, but next day 
showed up again to ride the same tra in. After buying a ticket 
to Beaconsfield and tak ing the trainman's photo, I cl imbed up 
into u c cool coach just behind the F40 . Seats are fixed-position 
w i th each hal f of the car facing the nearest end. They have blue 
v inyl cushions on grey plastic frames and are comfortable. They 
seat 3+2 across, w i t h the th ird (centre) posit ion having a lower 
back than its f lanking neighbours. Stainless steel overhead racks 
run the length of the cars. Windows are a neutral grey tint and 
easy on the eyes. Hote l power was being provided by 6422. 

A group of CP trainmen was exchanging stories beside me 
as we left. We crossed a branch of the Ottawa River onto He 
Perrot and I noticed that the south span was missing due to a 
replacement project underway. Two commuter trains were being 
"short-turned" due to the congestion caused by a l l the single 
track work ing . When we stopped at Ste-Anne de BeUevue, the 
trainmen a l l tmloaded to pick up their assignment on Train 16, 
wh i ch was leaving from there rather than Dor ion. 

A good crowd boarded at each station and the coach soon 
fi l led w i th early rooming chat. AH the halts that we passed had 
been completely refurbished since my commuting days. One or 
two Oike Pointe Claire) have been closed and consolidated w i th 
a neighbouring one where parking is better. He Perrot seemed 
an exception, as it s t i l l had a battered ex-CP a luminum and 
broken glass shelter. A t a s iding between Ste-Anne and Baie 
d'Urfe was a l ine of flat cars carrying a l l of the o ld bridge 
sections that had been removed at Dor ion. 

A t Beaconsfield I got off to await a return westbound train 
and observe commuting activities. The act ion came sooner than 
I expected. As the t ram began to ro l l , the s l idmg doors had not 
been closed. On the o ld 800-series they are always open and a 
lot of last minute Dagwoods hop on. No exception here. A n 
ample woman ran up and hopped on, changed her mind, and 
hopped off (presumably to j o i n her also ample husband who 
had not made it) only to tumble forward. I had visions of her 
roUing under the wheels but fortimately she feU clear and got 
up laughing. He r husband was not amused. M y mind flashed 
back to a 1970s incident at Montrea l West where I glanced out 
the w indow of an 800-series coach i n time to see a pair of feet 

cartwheel past my eyes. A teen-aged commuter had disembarked 
before his time, w i t h spectacular results but no injury except to ', 
dignity. Perhaps i n the future operation of these new cars the 
doors should be closed before starting (now that a button does 
it aU). 

The last coach to sweep past was control car 708, making 
this a push-puU. I wondered at the time what type of power 
wou ld head this stock i n the future (maybe VIA wou ld have 
spare F40s to lease?). 

There was time to study the facilities at Beaconsfield. IVhen 
I commuted from here, the station had become quite dingy. The 
trains were always longer than the platforms, so many were 
trying to board from ballast level wh ich , i n some cases, was 
about a three-foot lift. A l l has changed! Mi l l i ons were spent on 
extending and rebui lding platforms, bui ld ing or enlarging 
parking lots, constructing an i ron fence between tracks to 
prevent jaywalking, and erecting quaint, glassed-in steel shelters 
along the inbound platform area. Even extra sturdy bicycle 
racks were provided w i t h lock ing bars. The station looks new! 
The interior was gutted and made into one large wai t ing room 
w i th ticket area and washrooms at the west end. It was we l l 
appointed, w i t h new wood panel l ing on the lower walls, tile 
flooi; and lots of l ight from the many windows. The former 
operator's bay is now an exit to the westbound platform, whi le 
a i i ew stairway inside leads dovra under the lines to the 
eastbound track. Exterior colour is medium red w i t h cream tr im. 
Platform attendants now check the tickets, rather than the train 
crews. 

Other stations w h i c h have been rebuilt include Dor ion and 
Valois. Dorval has been demolished. 

The Montreal-bound commuters were arriving from al l 
directions: across the road, over fences, down the track, etc., 
unl ike the channelled " G O " people Fd become accustomed to. 
I watched as eastbound Train 212 from Rigaud, then No. 16, 
passed through behind fading blue 1300s and their uniform 
10 X 800 coaches. Soon No . 11 appreared w i t h three stainless 
steel gallery cars pushed by an FP7A, and I c l imbed aboard. 
These cars, introduced 19 years ago, seemed a bit dingy as the 
green glass windows were becoming discoloured and the 
generating sets ratt led. We had about 20 or 30 outbound 
passengers abord the train. 

As we moved westward I thought about changes to ro l l ing 
stock on this route i n the last 37 or so years. The 800s, 
introduced i n 1953, replaced open platform wooden coaches, 
some of wh i ch Fd seen at Lambton later (awaiting conversion 
to service cars). W h e n I began to use the l ine i n 1965, the 800s 
were then 12 years old, sl ightly older than some of the RDCs 
used on occasional trains (where you could indulge i n baggage 
compartment riding) . S t i l l used too at that time were 40 to 50 
year o ld ex-mainline coaches. These survived unt i l the early 
1970s and wou ld sometimes be mixed i u w i t h 800s. The new 
gallery cars retired them i n 1970, around wh i ch time the R D C 
trains seemed to become longer. I frequently came home to 
Pointe Claire on a nine or ten car R D C train. 

There were also a couple of experiments. For a whi le i n • 
1969 we had a fuU length smokei; No . 1700, at the end of 
Train 270 each moming . It had been bui l t for Calgary to 
Edmonton service behind 4-4-4s. There was a short period when 
a bar car was attached to the end of one of the afternoon 
trains, but i t didn't last long. 

Mot ive power was always a steady diet of FP7As, as now, 
w i th help from RS18s and E8s such as 1802. I wou ld have 
hoped that w i t h today's new cars w o u l d come locomotives w i th 
about a thousand more horsepower to a l low a faster schedule. 
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Tidbits 
• St. Thomas, On ta r i o -The E l g in County Ra i lway Museum has 
requested C N R a i l to donate some of the control levers and 
related inteiworkings from the o ld Canada Southern "BX" Tower 
at its junct ion w i t h the former l ine of the London and Port 
Stanley Railway. 

• Parkhi l l , On ta r i o -Th i s community is to lose its once busy ra i l 
l ine. ,The Nat iona l Transportation Agency is permitt ing C N Ra i l , 
effective Ju l y 23, 1989, to abandon the operations of the Forest 
Subdivision between Parkhi l l (Mi le 30.5) and Lucan (Mile 15.5). 
This line, between St. Marys Junct ion and Point Edward, was 
bmlt by the Grand Trunk Ra i lway as a port ion of its l ine from 
Riyiere-du-Loup to Point Edward and on to Chicago. This 
section was opened on-November-21,r i859T B y 1883, the year 
fol lowing the merger of the Grand Trunk w i t h the Great 
Western, the combination of the Forest Subdivision and the l ine 
through Komoka were carrying fully one-third of a l l ra i l traffic 
moving between New England and Chicago. 

>- Port Stanley Ontar i o -Por t Stanley Terminal Ra i l Inc. had 
some ro l l ing stock delivered v ia St. Thomas during the last few 
weeks. These were cars purchased from C N R a i l . 

>• The Pittsburg, Shawmut and Northern Rai l road Histor ical 
Society is i n the process of rebui ld ing a Davenport 0-4-OT 
locomotive into a 2-4-0, similar to one of the original Al legany 
Central Rai l road locomotives. This engine, bui l t i n 1903, was 
acquired by the Howe Taiming Co. of Mt . Jewett, Pennsylvania, 
and converted into a gasoline locomotive by using a Ford Truck 
engine. A t the time the plant was dismantled i n the 1970s, it 
was moved to Emporium, Pennsylvania where its shroud was 
removed. In the summer of 1988 i t was donated to the 
PS&NHS, w h i c h Is seeking donations to help defray the cost of 
rebui ld ing this locomotive. Donations may be sent to Russel l 
A l len, 6521 Whit ford Road, Al fred Station, New York, 
U . S A . 14803. Make cheques payable to the P S & N Histor ical 
Society. 

- J A . Clowes, W i l l i am D. Reddy 

READERS' EXCHANGE 
For many years I have collected post cards of electric railways 
of the wor ld . These of course include such lines as the St. Clair 
Tunnel Co.'s l ine under the water to the U . S A . 

J . Valentine published many cards dur ing the early years, as d id 
a lot of other publishers. There were two sets i n particular 
wh i ch U C R S members may have seen or have knowledge of. 
The card number J V 107,673, wh i ch shows Samia station w i th 
a steam loco at left and electric engines at right w i t h two 
raflmen standing on the pilot, has a number wh i ch I have not 
been able to confirm i n the series. 

There were seven 1908 locos original ly numbered i n the 1300-
series, up to 1310, I believe, and these were later ntunbered i n 
the series 150 to 156. The locomotive i n the J V card described 
above is photographed w i t h the number 2655, the figures being 
smaller i n order to better fit on the front, but otherwise 
corresponding to the St. Cla i r Tunnel Co.'s lettering on the 
other side. 

Can anyone throw l ight on this at all? -1 have been unable to 
establish from any records that any of the locos were numbered 
i n this series at any time. I shal l look forward to any reply, and 
w i l l be very grateful even i f i t remains a mystery. 

- M r . P. Price, "Oasis," 100 Queen's Road, Litdestone, 
New Romney, Kent County, TN28 SLY, United Kingdom. 

N M R A C N Lines Newsletter 
U G R S member M i k e Chr i s t i an is the convenor of a n e w 
special interest g roup w i t h i n the (U.S.) Na t i ona l M o d e l 
Ra i l road Assoc iat ion s tudy ing Canad ian Na t i ona l and its 
subsidiaries. The content of the group's newsletter w i l l be 
dependent on the interests of the members, but w i l l inc lude 
examinat ion of the operations of the ra i lways and discussion 
of mode l l i ng approaches and techniques. 

Membersh ip i n the group for one year, i n c lud ing the 
quarter ly newsletter, is $10.00 (U.S.) or $8.00 (U.S.) for N M R A 
members. Please make cheques or money orders payable to 
Michael J. Chrisfian-CN Lines SIG. For more mformat ion, 
wr i te to: 

The C N Lines SIC 
M i k e Chr is t ian 

2488 Paige Janette Dr i v e 
Harvey , Lou is iana 

70058 U.S .A . 

Cover Photo: VIA Rail Canada F40PH-2 6401 leads the westbound "Canadian" through the 
washer, just west of the Calgary VIA (ex-CPR) station. -M.F. Jones 
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Dor ion came, and on disembarking there I saw an 
eastbound freight w i t h 4711 , 5534, and 4564, wai t ing down the 
yard for a clear l ine into St-Luc. 

It had been a nostalgic two hours i n my o ld commuter 
haunt again; i t was also refreshing to see new equipment. I 

have since been to ld that some of the 800s w i l l be converted to 
use head end power; as we l l as being the subject of some 
conversions to control cars. It wou ld l ike ly be done by Pointe 
St-Charles. 

CN Pointe St-Charles wins STCUM 
commuter equipment contract 

A n $8.6-mil l ion S T C U M commuter train contract means about 
65 person-years of work for CN's Pointe St-Charles shops i n 
Montreal . The project w i l l add four locomotive^ and seven 
electric generator cars (EGUs) to the equipment fleet for the 
Montreal to R igaud l ine. 

A l though the deadline to complete the contract, signed 
M a y 18, is almost a year away, C N is confident that it w i l l 
deliver the ro l l ing stock near the end of this year. 

New contracts have permitted Pointe St-Charles to work at 
ful l capacity recently. The shop w i l l overhaul four surplus C N 
CP 9 locomotives for S T C U M , and w i l l convert steam generator 

cars to electricity. 
The locomotive carbodies w i l l be stripped, grit-blasted, and 

repaired. Their electrical, mechanical, and signal systems w i l l 
be completely rebuilt . A l l cab equipment, from insulat ion to the 
hotplate, w i l l be replaced. The finishing touch wf l l be a beige 
and cocoa decor inside the cabs. 

After similar treatment, the E C U s w i l l provide 500 k W of 
power to heat or cool the passenger cars. Their wal ls and floors 
w i l l be insulated, soundproofed, and rewired, and they w i l l be 
equipped w i th h igh speed trucks. 

- C N " K E E P I N G T R A C K " 

BELT LINE LATEST SUBWAY PLAN 
There seems to be no end to proposals to expand Toronto's" 
subway system, and each new scheme departs ever further from 
the Network 2011 scheme. Lately revealed i n the Toronto press 
is a proposal, i l lustrated on the accompanying map, to j o in the 
northerly extremities of the U-shaped Yonge-University— 
Spadina l ine. H i i s wou ld be acheived by way of an extension 
westerly from F inch terminal (how wou ld that - curve be 
accomplished?)'- a long the Ontario Hydro ' right-of-way north of 
F inch Avenue to Dufferin Street, and then southerly to Wi lson 
terminal. As repor ted ' in the Newslettei; a Wilson—Sheppard 
West extension has recently been separately proposed by the 
Prcr ince and approved by Metropol i tan Toronto Coimci l . 

A pr inc ipal advantage seen i n the proposal is that the two , 
terminal stations wou ld no longer be such, and trains w o u l d ; 
move continuously i n both directions around a large belt l ine 
wi thout the loss of time presently involved i n the slowdo'wn 
approaching terminals and the unproductive time lost i n 
changing ends. Load balancing between the Yonge and Spadina 
lines wou ld be facilitated by the connection. As transit fans 'will 
recall, Hami l ton once had a belt l ine as the main element i n its 
transit system, and the same k ind of advantages were etddent. 

The scheme is said to be the product of a team of transit 
planners representing the Province, Metro Toronto, York Region, 
the TTC, and CO Transit. It w i l l involve other matters as we l l , 
the 4.7-mile subway extension forming its pr incipal element. 
Busways a long the Hydro right-of-way wou ld c a n y east and 
west from the present F inch terminal and the proposed 
Du f f e r i n -Fmch station respectively. The easterly service wou ld 
presumably be i n l ieu of the TTC's p lanned Sheppard Subway, 
a fact w h i c h does not please polit icians representing areas east 
of Yonge Street. TTC staff members o n the p lanning team were 
reported by the press as saying that the "F inch Loop" makes 
good transportation sense, but does not eliminate the need for 
the Sheppard l ine (the port ion east of Yonge Sfre'et, it is 
assumed). 

Anothei; stfll vaguely stated, element of the new scheme 
is a l ink of the CO Transit Bradford train service (on CN's 
Ne'wmarket Sub.) to a subway connection ( in l i eu of running To 
Union Station?). 

T h e t r a n s i t p l a n 
Bradford 
GO line 

Proposed $500 milflon. 4 kilometre 
extension woufc) cxrnnect the 
Spadina and Yonge subway lines 
•along the hydro corridor just north 
of Rnch. 

Buses running fn rsssrvsd 
lanss vroutd travel to Dufferin, 
Bathurst and Yonge stations 

Express bus 
extensions to 
York University 

z J 

SteetesAve,. 

Finch Terminal • 
i E u i ^ 

Shepgaid Aye. 

A 3.5 kilometre extension rtorth 
to Finch would be needed. 
The province has already 
approved extending the Spadina 
tine to Sheppard Ave. 

Wilson ....̂  
TerminaU''^ 

Spadfaui 
lln« 

Cxprees' 
cxtenslot>s)D; 
McCowanFM, 

Hwy.401 

l.awrence Ave. 

V 

EgllotonAve. 

Bloor ttM 

Yonge 
line 

etOOrSL 

Toronto Star map 
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© B U F F A L O 
NFTA NOTES 
By Gordon J. Thompson 
NFTA transit service was rescued a second time w i t h enough 
money committed by the State of New York and Erie County for 
the provision of the fu l l level (December 1988 timetables) of 
ra i l and bus service ( including evenings and weekends) through 
to the middle of November. By that time, just past Elect ion Day 
for Erie County Legislators, the County Legislature is supposed 
to have adopted a dedicated source of revenue. Otherwise, a 
crisis situation may be experienced again. 

A n unfortunate feature of the current efforts is that money is 
being sought by the Legislators for only the purpose of covering 
the shortfall i n transit operating costs. They also expect a 
further tr imming of costs (NFTA has already la id off 35 
headquarters people) and action by the State Legislature to 
restructure the N F T A Board. So, for a period that could turn 
into years, the authority w i l l have no financial resource for 
capital expenditures ranging from buying new buses, to 
maintaining a l ow average fleet age, to investments i n Metro 
Ra i l extensions. 

Recent transit studies include the Amherst Corridor Economic 
Development/Value Capture Analysis and the Tonawandas 
Corridor Rai lbus Feasibil ity Study. A short whfle ago the 
region's metropol i tan plarming organization, the Niagara 
Frontier Transportation Committee, consented to N F T A moving 
forward w i th the study to update the Transit Development 
Program (TDP). Under this TDP effort, N F T A is looking at 

( other corridors beyond Amherst and Tonawandas, inc luding the 
fol lowing: . - . . • -

-Southtowns Corridor (3rd priority, fo l lowing Amherst and 
Tonawandas) w i t h West Seneca Branch, an Orchard Park 
Branch, and a Hamburg Branch. Examined w i l l be options 
for crossing the Buffalo River w i t h a view to routing the 
Southtowns Corridor v ia the Lake Erie waterfroht. 

-Cheektowaga Corridor (4fh priority) to the Creater Buffalo 
International Airport and possibly onward to Depew and 
Lancaster. 

CN QUEBEC ABANDONMENT 
Canadian Nat ional may abandon a Quebec rafl, fine that has 
been out of service since 1975, but i t must continue operating 
two other lines, the Nat iona l Transportation Agency has ruled. 

The agency said i t received no evidence the l ine between Sorel 
and Nicolet (Sorel Subdivision) wou ld be used i n the future and 
indicated that the l ine could be closed down i n A p r i l . 

However, the N T A said that l ine segments between Sorel and 
Tracy, and Nicolet and St-Cregoire (both Sorel Subdivision) 
could become viable i n the future and must be maintained. 

Between 1984 and 1987, business on the Tracy-Sore l l ine rose 
to 1,820 cars from 264, whi le traffic on the Nicolet-St-Cregoire 
tracks could pick up, the agency said. Losses on the three lines 
total led $990,155 i n 1987, compared w i t h $395,813 i n 1984. 

- J u l i a n R. Bernard, who adds: 

I rode the Sore l -N ico le t segment on a fan trip i n M a r c h or Apr i l 
of 1975. The trip was Montrea l to Becancour, returning via 
Aston Jet. I don't recal l real iz ing at the time that the l ine was 
about to close. M y October 1975 St. Lawrence Region 
timetable says that movements must not be made between stop 
signs at mileages 62.60 and 62.95 (midway between Sorel and 

-N iaga ra Fal ls Extension (no priority assigned) continuLng from 
Tonawanda through Nor th Tonawanda to Niagara Fal ls. 

-N i aga ra Fal ls People-Mover, wh i ch could we l l turnout to be 
a trolley l ine. Under consideration are a one mile shuttle 
i n downtown Niagara Falls, a continuation of such a line 
into the Niagara Gorge o n the trackbed of the Great Gorge 
Route, and a crossing of the Niagara River into Ontario. 

- Because i t has always been popular w i t h citizens, N F T A w iU 
also look at a Metro RaQ "Loop Line" essentially fol lowing 
Ehnwood Avenue from downtown Buffalo to Nor th Buffalo, 
then the former Erie Raflroad International Branch (most of 
wh i ch is owned by NFTA) to LaSalle station,the former Erie 
Rai l road Niagara Falls branch or the former Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western Rai l road Black Rock Branch to East 
Buffalo, and the Cheektowaga Corridor back to downtown 
Buffalo. 

From this assortment of proposals, N F T A vriU attempt to 
determine what is realistic to expect to accomplish between 
now and 2010 . This w i l l be adopted as a program. The 
remainder that is not taken into this 20 Year P lan wf l l be 
relegated to a n N F T A Transit Master P l an so that attention can 
at least be given to acquir ing or otherwise preserving the 
rights-of-way for the future fines. 

The authority is close to publ ish ing its first technical report 
from the Tonawandas Corr idor study. It compares shuttle 
service from LaSalle station (on the present Metro Ra i l fine) to 
Tonawanda w i t h raflbuses, w i t h P C C cars, and w i t h Metro Rafl 
cars, a l l of wh i ch w i l l continue under consideration through the 
study along w i t h a busway and through Metro Rafl service from 
downtown Buffalo v ia the Tonawanda Turnout. N F T A has ben 
sharing information w i t h Cleveland's R T A where a study has 
been made of the feasibility of railbus service from Union 
Terminal v ia the Rap id to East 34th Street and the former Erie 
Rai l road to Geauga Lake. That project has been declared as 
warrant ing further study. 

Nicolet) on account of impassable bridges, so i t seems that the 
reference to the l ine be ing out of service since 1975 is correct. 

I wonder i f 14 years is a record for no service without formal 
abandonment? 

Handwrinqinq by Stratford City Council over VIA 
City councfllors have expressed concern over the possible loss 
of V IA Rafl service to Stratford as a result of the new federal 
budget. Counci l wants the federal government to realize how 
important passenger t ra in service is to this community and its 
residents and tourists. A lderman M ike J o m a suggested that 
Mayor Dave H u n t wri te a letter to the president or chairman of 
the V IA Rafl board expressing the city's strong concern and 
asking for some assurance that the present service continue. He 
also suggested the city enlist the help of other communities i n 
support of Stratford's "dire need" for rafl service. "If s l ike the 
flag and motherhood to support V IA Rafl, but the Canadian 
government has no intention to take any notice," A lderman 
Dave Bradshaw said. "Are we just wast ing our time? Our most 
important means of transporting the masses is the railway. To 
us, V IA Rafl is Hke the CO train." 

BUT, no act ion was taken. 

-Kitchener-Waterloo Record v ia George W . H o m e r 
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By M.F. Jones 

on the CWR 

To be sure, the news hit the Calgary rai l fan community 
l ike a bombshel l . Expected i n to the city circa Ju l y 6, Bul le t 
Nose Betty 6060 was to be displayed adjacent to the 
Stampede Grounds as a pubhc relations move, to make her 
better known to Albertans and international visitors during 
the festivities Ju l y 7 - 1 6 then leading at least one excursion 
from there before returning home to Jasper i n mid-July. 
Instead, at the end of June, a newsclip on the loca l CTV 
associate 6 o'clock news showed her being backed into the 
freight-only Central Western Ra i lway (Newsletter 474, Ap r i l 
1989), to serve the need of the of their associate company 
the Central Western Ra i l Services Limited, dedicated to steam 
excursion service up and down the C W R out of Stettler (pop. 
5200), about 160 miles northeast of Calgary, on a l ine from 
Edmonton to Calgary and a bit east. The TV voiceover 
mentioned that 6060 wou ld be on the property Tor the best 
part of Ju ly and that, i n fact, it v irtual ly ruled out her 
appearance i n Calgary for the Stampede as we l l as any 
planned excursion from there. 

For weeks, i n the western press, the CWRS had 
extensively advertised its o w n excursions using T H E PROVINCE, 
a t ra in composed of a l ight steam engine and a half-dozen 
coaches. Their proposed outing of June 25 didn't materialize, 
due to the fact that, everything else being ready, their 
recently purchased B a l d w i n steam loco had st i l l not arrived 
on the property to pu l l the train. 

CWRS had also publ ic ized excursions up and down the 
l ine for a l l of July, notably dur ing the Canada Day l ong 
weekend out of Stettler (mile 50.9 C W R ) ; first south to B i g 
Valley (mile 72.1), Ju l y 2; then north to Meet ing Creek (mile 
21.2) on Ju l y 3. Others to fo l low were to Rowley (mile 92.9) 
on Ju ly 9, then to Edberg (mile 12.3), roughly alternating; , 
one to the north, the other one to the south every weekend 
during Ju l y and August, to help villages on the C W R 
celebrate a milestone event (many wou ld be 75) or just to 
give folks a chance to meet their neighbours. 

A t any rate, i t must have put the CWRS i n a quandary, 
as people kept phoning the to l l free number (1-800-282-3994 
in Alberta only) to obtain a reservation on "Tom Payne's 
Ra i lway" , as the C W R is affectionally known i n these parts. 
Ra i l people to the core, the C W R S had announced Steam 
excursions and a l though I suppose they could have used one 
of the C W R Ceeps to p u l l the consist for a whi le . Steam it 
was going to be, through a fortunate turn of events and also 
neighbour he lp ing neighboui; the hard and fast rule i n this 
southeast A lberta farming area. 

Enter Mr. Harry Home and the 6060. Mr. Home is 
president of the Rocky Mounta in Ra i l Society the 
locomotive's custodians i n Jaspe;; Alberta, about six hours 
west of Edmonton. Last winter; and again in the spring, 
during TV interviews, Mr. Home had made the statements 
that he wou ld l ike to take 6060 to Calgary for the Stampede 
(the gent is a qualified C N engineer) and from there, lead an 
excursion to Hanna (a couple of hours northeast of Calgary 
on the Drumhel ler Subdivision), i f he was able to secure 
corporate sponsorship to send the loco from Jasper and back. 
He also mentioned a problem i n obtaining coaches, but" was 
optimistic i n being able to negotiate w i t h VIA for some ro l l ing 

stock off their R O C K Y MOUNTA INEER trains 101 and 102, when 
they sit idle i n Calgary between ruirs. As of last June, nothing 
concrete had developed, but the rai l fan fiutemity was ready 
for -some fast-breaking news through the usual grapevine. 
Then came the change of venue for 6060. 

The loco's venture into C W R is probably a blessing i n 
disguise, as I surmise there w o u l d have been no coaches 
available and 6060 wou ld have had to sit idle by the 
Stampede Grounds most of the time dur ing her Calgary stay. 
As i t was, she got a chance to get some w e l l needed (if not 
heavy) exercise, before returning to Jasper. As of this wr i t ing 
(mid-July), this is expected to be about August 9, when the 
CWR's own Ba ldw in Consol idation (CWR #9) finally makes 
an appearance. More on this loco later. 

A serious factor marred an otherwise perfect outing for 
6060^ out of Jasper. In the past, as a publ ic i ty move, she had 
been invited to lead a revenue freight on a C N mainline. This 
time, the C N brass hats decreed that, " i f and when " she 
occupied the mainline anymore, 6060 was to travel w i th in a 
freight train and not r u n free, being pul led or pushed 
everywhere whi le on the C N . The TV newscast made the pun 
that "she was being rai lroaded by the railroads." 

Ever dedicated to his 6060, this change of heart by C N 
management had Mr.. Home positively fuming; l e fs hear h im 
on the subject (verbatim transcription from the TV audio) : 
"The C N , what they are saying, is that they f ind that the 
steam operations such as this one are too disruptive to their 
traffic and i t interferes w i t h people assigned to do that and 
so, you know . . . i n other words, they're saying: 'Go dovm to 
the branchlines and we don't want you running on our 
mainline. ' . . . ." The armouncer goes on to mention i n the 
voiceover wh i ch follows that the CN's attitude grows out of a 
couple of derailments last year on the "Great Canadian Steam 
Excursion," October 2 1 - 2 5 , 1988, w h i c h tied up regular 
traffic. As weR, the newscast went on, CP doesn't want to see 
an engine bearing a C N logo on its track. That, combined 
w i t h the mention that the insurance was not quite i n place 
for the proposed Calgary trip, made i t almost impossible for 
6060 to come to the Stampede on time and she went to the 
Central Western instead, where she wou ld be welcomed w i th 
open arms, to help solve a sticky situation there. 

In the video port ion of the newscast, she was shown 
being backed on C W R track south of Camrose, 6060 and her 
auxil iary tender being f lanked by a C N caboose on the point 
and a C N SD40-2(W) doing the pushing. (Due to the angle 
at wh i ch the cameraman shot the video, i t was impossible to 
read the ntunbers accurately). The next sequence showed 
6060 i n l ight steam, be ing taken i n charge by C W R Ceep 
4302, enroute to Stettlei; w i t h the switcher coupled to the 
tender end, thereby giving a chance for 6060 to show us her 
headlight and a bit of steam, as she is being towed 
backwards through the trees. Unfortunately for the duration 
of her entire stay, she wou ld be condemned to running tender 
first during every southbound trip on the C W R due to lack of 
wyes on her host railway. 

Lefs note here that C W R mileposts were not changed 
when the rai lway acquired the 100-mile or so port ion of the 
former C N Stettler Subdivision, wh i ch continues to be 
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operated as such at each end of the Central Western. In the 
long run, i t probably makes i t easier for the C W R to 
coordinate their operations w i t h C N . Mileages run from north 
to south and Stettleq the C W R headquarters, is at mile 50.9. 

Informed by a southeast A lberta friend of 6060's move • 
into CWR, I wasn't surprised anjanore and merely enjoyed the 
newscast. Dur ing his phone cal l , the friend and I discussed 
chasing 6060 and her t ra in a long the Central Western and 
agreed on Ju l y 2 and 3. This wou ld give me the k ind of look 
at the l ine Fve wanted for months; I felt that a 50 iiule 
sample wou ld be quite representative of maintenance, etc.; 
first from B i g Valley (mile 72.1) to Stettler (mile 50.9) on 
Ju ly 2; then from Stettler to Meet ing Creek (rrule 21.2) on 
Ju l y 3. 

Prior commitments kept me i n Calgary for Canada Day, 
Ju ly 1, but for the Central Western Ra i l Service, i t marked 
the inaugural r u n of T H E PROVINCE, wh i ch departed Stettler 
for Edberg (mile 12.3) w i t h dignitaries and the press - by 
invitation only. The run was mostly made at 15 m.p.h., due 
to the weight of 6060 and her auxi l iary tender on the CWR's 
l ight ra i l of 65 l b . or so. 

O n Ju l y 2, my good friend met me at Drumhel ler and we 
made the one hour drive to Stettler from Drumhelle i ; trying 
to keep w i th in sight of the CWR, either on the main road 
(mostly H ighway 56), though we had to use secondary roads 
at times, as the rai lway sl ightly diverges. Just south of Mo t r i n 
(mile 100.4), we encountered a cut of at least 100+ lumber 
cars on C W R track. Too pressed for time, we could not visit, 
but my friend to ld me they were BCOL lumber cars on long 
term storage w i t h the CWR. 

Next up the line was Rowley (mile 92.9). It has a lovely 
station. Again, short of time, the l ight ing also being wrong to 
photograph the front, we didn't visit and never got a chance 

to go back. S t i l l northbound, we eventually came to B ig 
Valley (mile 72.1), wh i ch was to be the afternoon's 
destination for the T H E PROVINCE. No t a soul had yet appeared, 
at the superbly restored station. The sun being just right, I 
lost no time i n capturing the bui ld ing on fihn. 

Our next stop was near Perm (mile 64.3), where we 
fo imd a wooden trestle of reasonable size. Explor ing the area 
for some moments, we kept i t i n mind for a runby location, 
la ter that day. Coming to the level crossing at Worden 
Junct ion (mile 55.8), we encountered a large gathering of 
ro l l ing stock i n a field and i t turned out to be the C W R 
shops. 

Reasonably pressed for time, we drove on the C W R 
property very briefly and I noted some of the Central 
Western's ro l l ing stock (reporting marks CWRL) on the fly. A 
tattered l ist I brought back home reveals the fo l lowing notes 
taken in haste: Geep 7438 i n Conrai l b lue (dead). Tool Car 
(?) 40001 (I played w i t h the zeros!). Passenger Car R O S E M E R E 
(obviously ex-CP), C W R L 1929 (no details - could have been 
the C W R number for Rosemere), Tank Car CWRL 6496, Work 
Service Cars C W R L 4 and CWRL 5 (I make them a diner and 
a sleeper), and f inally a string of ex-CN coal hoppers lettered 
CWRL 7010 through 7024. Let me apologize to the experts, 
my knowledge of ro l l ing stock being on a par w i th how to 
buUd an H-Bomb. Perhaps someone can shed more l ight on 
the above collection for our collective information and 
enjoyment. 

M y fiiend and I reached Stettler about noonish and made 
a beeline for the C W R station. Located in a large ATCO 
bui ld ing near a couple of grain elevators, the station is neat 
i n appearance, to match the rest of the railway. Between the -
station and one of the elevators stood the excursion train: 
6060 on the point, tender facing south. Her auxfliary tender 
had been removed and was parked on a nearby siding. Since 
we were just a b i t early for the consist's departure, we 
decided to hit the loca l chicken joint, and I made a mental 
note of some of the motel accommodation nearby actually 
about five blocks from the station. The two I looked at were 
very decent i n every way and wou ld meet anyone's standards, 
being clean and modem. 

After eating, we made for the first level crossing about 
1/4-inile south of the station, wh i ch the excursion special 
passed tender first, g iv ing a few railfans there a few good 
puffs of grey smoke (it was the only smoke of any description 
I photographed for two days). O n her way to B i g Valley we 
again encountered a few railfans or they fol lowed us, there 
being (as yet) no "raflnuts." Sometimes we were the only 
ones at our spot. Since T H E PROVINCE was hmited to 15 
m.p.h., i t was easy to be ahead of the t ra in and l ine up 
correctly. 

As we reached B i g Valley, the excursion special was just 
pu l l ing in , amid a great cluster of railfans and others. 
Everyone i n the village, wh i ch has a populat ion just about, or 
less than the U C R S membership, had turned out for the 
occasion and the 400 or so passengers off the train were 
greeted by a loca l brass band, the tra in being there to help 
B i g Valley celebrate its Diamond Jubilee (actually it wou ld 
be on Ju ly 29) . 

A t one point or the othei; most visitors filed past large 
panels i n the station covered w i t h period photographs, most 

' depicting rai l , as the area used to mine soft coal . Not too far 
away from the station across the tracks stood the remnants of 
a roundhouse, derelict i n the weeds w i t h just the wal ls left 
standing. I estimate its construction date to be circa 1920's 
(probably 1925), w i t h the roundhouse housing about 12 
locos i n its stalls. Adjacent was the shop wal ls, l ike the 
roundhouse, a very respectable size. In front of the 
roundhouse stood the turntable pit, about 50 feet i n 
diameter; locos used there were l ight stock. Noth ing was 
interpreted for y o u but i t was easy to see that this much have 
been a major operation in its time. Perhaps some local 
historical society w i l l take on documenting the facflity; i t has 
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high potential . 

Whi le we st i l l have a few minutes before the train is 
northbound, let's take a look at it. 6060 is on the point, nose 
first as the Good Lord intended, but she w i l l shortly be 
replaced by the proper powe:; C W R #9. I am glad to pass on 
whatever details I can now, courtesy a mai l ing by the Central 
Western Ra i l Service, but have had to make the odd 
correction here and there (e.g. St. L o u i s - S a n Francisco 
Railway, as per the Official Guide, instead of the St. Louis 
and San Francisco Rai l road, as per handout) , to maintain 
accuracy. C W R #9 is a Consol idation Class 2-8-0, bu i l t by 
Ba ldw in Locomotive Works i n Eddystone, Pennsylvania and 
delivered as #41 to the Jonesboro, Lee City and Eastern 
Rai l road i n Arkansas, i n December 1920. In 1925, the J L C & E 
was absorbed into the SLSF and was renumbered Frisco #77, 
operating on freight service. The loco was sold to the 
Mississippian Ra i lway and carried #77, again being used in 
freight service. After 1971 (when the Mississippian became 
diesehzed), the locomotive remained w i th the Mississippian, 
then the Nor th A labama Rai lroad Club and the Magnol ia 
State Rai lway st i l l carrying #77. In 1987, the locomotive was 
acquired by the "Himtsvi l le Depot," a rai lroad museum i n 
HuntsviUe, A labama where she was renumbered #9 and 
converted from coal to o i l . 

There is a caboose at each end of the T H E PROVINCE (to 
enable prototype running) ; next to the 6060 on the 
northbound trip is CWRL 910, a bay w indow steel caboose i n 
deep blue w i t h eggshell ye l low tr im on the grabirons and 
along the bottom edge. It was bui l t for the Balt imore and 
Ohio Rai lroad, where i f remained i n service unt i l 1986. The 
fo l lowing yeai; the caboose was acquired by the HvmtsviUe 
Depot and converted into a travel l ing gift shop and 
concession car. Mov ing up the train, the next car belies its 
electric commuter image, w i t h brownish paint, square 
windows along the entire length of the car and, most of a l l , 
the telltale pantograph plat form on top. In fact CWRL 978 
was bui l t by the Pu l lman Company i n 1925, as part of an 
order of coaches for the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western, 
where after electrification, i t operated as a power unit, 
carrying 76 passengers, four crew plus an engineer and 
pu l lmg five 96-passenger coaches of the same design. B y the 
mid 70s, retired from mainl ine service, 978 was converted to 
a straight passenger coach. In the mid-8 Os, the coach was 
sold to a tour operator i n the southeastern U S A and was 
acquired by the Huntsvi l le depot i n 1987. Next i n l ine o n the 
consist is CRCS 2 of the Colonist Rai lcar Society (see the 
1989 Trackside Guide page 3-21 for possible antecedents; 
listed is CRCS 1; possibly this is it ) . The car is very freshly 
painted in l ight green w i t h black on the w indow panels and . 
a silver roof. C W R L 934 comes next; it specifications very 
closely match those of its confrere, previously described at 
length above. Passenger Car V E R D U N (1920) is next up the 
consist; I could not f ind a l is t ing anywhere, but i t looks to 
have CCF/CP antecedents and is clearly lettered "Centra l 
Western Ra i lway" above the windows. This is a heavyweight 
coach i n maroon, possibly an ex-sleeper. Br ing ing up the 
markers is CWRL 789, a wood-sheathed centre cupola 
caboose i n tuscan red. You might see i t i n some western 
movies; i t has already been a star i n one. Let me apologize 
again, for my lack of knowledge i n this field. Surely someone 
has kept track of the transactions regarding this ro l l ing stock, 
and we wou ld aU l ike to update our files. 

As 6060 sped northbound at 15 m.p.h., I got several 
chances to observe the roadbed, general condit ion and overall 
maintenance. It's impossible to f ind better anywhere; indeed, 
the C W R is an example on how a branchline can be rescued. 
I didn't find one rotten tie; the gravel is fresh for the most 
part and the rai l , even i f Kght, shows absolutely no wear and 
is as straight as can be. Scenery-wise, the C W R goes through 
rol l ing hi l ls ; the setting is mostly lush green i n summer w i t h 
a variety of crops and shortgrass everywhere. Once i n a 

whi le , the odd ye l low patch appears; my friend tells me this 
is a canola crop. This yeai; i f a l l goes we l l , local farmers can 
expect a bumper harvest, g iv ing the C W R the edge i t so 
r ichly deserves as Canada's first rehab branchline. 

Monday Ju l y 3, the excursion was going northbound out 
of Stettler (imle 50.9) to Meet ing Creek (mile 21.2). As my 
host had already photographed this port ion on the inaugural 
run Ju l y 1, there was not so much need to research pictorial 
spots. As before, the weather held sunny but w i t h cloudy 
periods which, for the beginning of the afternoon, after the 
train had departed at 1300, seemed to engulf the consist at 
every scenic place where we stopped. Just as before, speed 
was held at 15 to 20 m.p.h., on account of heavy loco and 
l ight ra i l . Somewhere around Donalda (imie 30.9) was the 
setting for a nice wooden trestle over a creek, about 50 feet 
above the water and some 200 feet i n length. I photographed 
6060 going over it but it wasn't l ong enough to take the 
whole consist. A couple of Edmonton railfans had also 
discovered the spot; we chatted briefly and a l l made sure no 
one got into anyone's photo dur ing the nmpast - as it 
should be. Next location was Meet ing Creek, where a road 
bridge crosses the C W R tracks, about 1/4-mile short of the 
station. What makes this place attractive is that the roadbed 
is on a shght embankment, wh i ch separates i t from the rest 
of the field. 6060 being nose first also contributed greatly i n 
the success of a prototype photo of the train, for a dozen or 
so railfans on site. Most, i f not a l l , of the fans then made for 
Meet ing Creek station, a recently restored white stucco 
bu i ld ing now used for ra i l meetings and other activities. The 
vil lage populat ion is around 100 souls, but Meet ing Creek has 
two grain elevators, a sure s ign of prosperity (they are vsed 
by area farmers). A hal f dozen grain hoppers standing by the 
elevators made i t impossible for 6060 to run around her train 
and the first order of things after she arrived was to move 
them out of the siding, wh i ch she did, after uncoupl ing from 
the passenger train. Very shortly thereafter; the grain cars 
were moved to the end of the passenger train, after wh i ch 
6060 deserved a long awaited drink from a couple of tanker 
trucks, whi le the 400 or.so passengers descended on the O ld 
Tyme General Store for goodies, mostly ice cream. 

Meanwhile , Harry Home was busy w i t h the oi lcan and 
rag tending to his charge; he's a smal l ish man w i th grey hair 
and a b ig heart who w i l l ta lk to anyone who cares to enquire 
about his 6060. The Central Western's Tom Payne was also 
roaming about, making sure everything went we l l . A giant of 
a man, past six feet w i t h a grey beard, Mr. Payne Wears bib 
overalls and they are definitely not for rai lroad play acting. I 
did not talk to Mr. Pajme, and now regret not doing so, to 
te l l h im how I enjoyed his ra i lway i n general. Refreshments 
over for a l l , the return trip to Stettler got underway about 
1600, as the 6060 departed w i t h the tender on the point. 
Before leaving Meet ing Creek, however the hopper wh i ch had 
been b lock ing 6060 running around her t ra in had to be put 
back i n the siding. This was done i n record time, as they 
were now sitt ing at the ta i l end of the consist and i t just 
became a smal l matter of briefly switching off the mainline 
for a couple of minutes. 

Again, a long its southboimd trip, my friend and I 
photographed the T H E PROVINCE at strategic spots; i f s only 
around 1900 that i t reached Stettler ( + / - 40 miles from 
Meet ing Creek). 

The pressing need after; is that I had to be on the 
Greyhound bus back to Calgary or spend an extra night i n 
Drumheller; we made the one-hour journey w i th time to 
spare. O n the return trip, the bus stopped again at Beiseker 
(mile 91.9 C N Three H i l l s Subdivision and mile 31.2 CP 
Langdon Subdivision), where a fine wooden station i n maroon 
stood at the end of the street; ex-CP Tm told. Abandoned by 
the rai lway i t was sold to the town, where i t is used as the 
Town Office there, definitely wor th a look i f you are a station 
enthusiast and i n the vicinity. 
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trips at least, C W R passengers w i l l ro l l to M o m n (mile 
100.4) w i t h the train, then be bused to Drumheller and the 
Museum from there. 

The increased amount of excursions can only be salutary 
to the C W R and its parent company i n the long run, not only 
producing a healthier bottom line, but most of a l l by 
increased use of a l l C W R trackage, thereby ensuring that 
Ottawa Nabobs w i l l no longer have anything to squawk 
about very shortly and wf l l let the C W R do its own thing on 
its own tracks. 

Grain-wise and excursion-wise, l e f s collectively root for 
the CWR, the yardstick soon to be used by any operator 
considering rehabil itation of abandoned C N or CP trackage as 
a shordine. 

If you go: Stettler is a medium-sized t own about 160 
mfles northeast of Calgary served by Greyhound bus w i th a 
single run, arriving late evening and one departing early 
morning, so an overnight stay is i n order. If you drive, there 
is no problem as most people i n the area drive everywhere. 
Accommodation in the area, whi le not plentiful, is wholesome 
and clean; Stettler has five motels; I observed that those near 
the rai lway station were quite good. I foresee the price of a 
room there to be around the $30—40 mark. Camrose to the 
north and Drumheller to the south are the next larger towns; 
but are at least an hour away. Likewise, the bus connections 
Camrose—Stettler and Drumheller—Stettler are not timed to 
agree w i th C W R trips. I wou ld advise you to contact Travel 
Alberta; toll-free across Canada and the US at 
1-800-661-8888 to obtain travel pamphlets, maps, etc., year-
round. The area encompassing Stettler is cal led "Battle River 
Country;" you can get specific details from the Battle River 
Tourist Association, P.O. Box 1515, Camrose, Alberta 
T4V 1X4, 403/672-8555; they ' l l send y o u a visitofs guide 
point ing out "The Other Alberta. " . A l l of the campgrounds are 
listed i n this pamphlet and that of Travel Alberta. If you 
prefer to wri te Travel Alberta rather than ca l l toll-free, you 
can reach them at 15 - 10025 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta T 5 J 3Z3 . I don't know why anybody woxfld write, 
when you can hear a cheerful voice at the other end and 
tai lor your request specifically. 

Last but not least, la ' creme de l a creme: the Central 
Western Rafl Service. Whi le they won't provide you w i t h ' a n y 
accommodation info (they're located i n Strathcona, near the 
South Edmonton CP Station), you ' l l get plenty of info from a 
phone cal l , always answered by a friendly staff. Their toll-free 
number ( in Alberta only) is 1-800-282-3994; i n Edmonton 
439-9608 (and that applies to long distance calls from 
acrossd Canada and the U.S.). If you're into the fortunate 
few, you can Fax CWRS at 439-5658. For most, a simple 
letter to Central Western Ra i l Services Limited, P.O. Box 
4993, South Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5C8 , w i l l br ing an 
envelope-size pamphlet containing a smal l folder showing 
fares, maps and other pertinent detail . There should also be a 

• current timetable for the month as a separate handout. Write 
or phone them; you ' l l be g lad you d id and do take a trip on 
T H E PROVINCE, where you ' l l be amongst "just folks," i n "The ' 
Other Alberta, " away from the hustle of b ig city tourism. 

Impressions? Well , for starters, "Tom Pajme's Rai lway" is 
mighty fine and, although I didn't watch freight operation, 
wh i ch is the core of the CWR, I got a good look at the line 
and the way the excursions were run . Starting from the 
couple of phone calls I made to either the CWRS people (in 
Edmonton) or the C W R folks i n Stettlei; I haven't 
encountered such friendly service anywhere. 

Perhaps I was freeloading by chasing the excursion 
consist, but I managed to secure a C W R T-shirt for myself, 
available to excursion riders for just over a ten-spot. Other ' 
souvenirs, also marked w i t h the C W R logo, proved to be 
popular items as we l l . The concession cat; Bay Window 
Caboose 910, also had a few bagged crunchies for hungry 
folks; but most of a l l , a friendly summer student staff, who 
cheerfully staffed the counter, ready to answer every question 
about the train. 

O n a more technical note, I could not fail to be 
impressed w i th the Une itself wh i ch the C W R took over from 
the C N i n 1986 i n a condit ion wh i ch I perceive as "benign 
neglect." As far as the excursions of its parent company, the 
CWRS, i t was an idea whose time and place had come. I 
found , those trips I witnessed we l l organized i n every way 
from the clearfliness of every coach inside and out, down to 
the fact that handouts were available, showing the pedigree 
of some of the ro l l ing stock as we l l as a schedule of future 
excursions. By the time you read this, the CWRS wf l l be 
heavy into their August operations; most seats are l ikely to be 
sold out, as they were for a l l of the Jvfly excursions. 

It occurred to me on Ju l y 14 to find out about winter 
running and I phoned the C W R L on this. They volunteered 
the information that THE PROVINCE wou ld run unt i l 
Thanksgiving this yeai; then through the wintei ; but mostly 
on charter trips. (Perhaps i f we're lucky, there' l l be a 
'commemorative excursion for the Christmas period.) A t any . 
rate, their t ra in w i l l be idle dur ing January and February 
undergoing maintenance. I again inquired about their 
Consolidation No . 9; CWRS could not give me a delivery 
date; some technical difficulty seems to be gumming up the 
works. (The loco has never been outside U.S. soil, so tiiey 
might be running into some obscure ICC/DOT regulation.) 

The eventual a im of the CWRS is to eventually discard 
the cabooses and l ightweight commuter cars and run w i th a 
maroon "Central Western Ra i lway" consist, composed of 
Canadian passenger cars as they become available; this way 
T H E PROVINCE wou ld be an even passenger consist, l ed by a 
period locomotive. A l l of i t of course takes time and money, 
but the eventual a im is to provide a 1920s look as it was on 
the prairies. 

Envisaged as long term goals are two day runs into 
Camrose to the north and Drumhel ler and its Tyrell Museum 
of Palaeotology to the south. Whfle runs on the C N Stettler 
Subdivision out of the north end of the C W R are possible 
into the Camrose Subdivision, wh i ch is a fairly l ow traffic 
line, things don't look quite so good for the south end into 
the Drumheller Subdivision; -a main artery i n and out of 
Saskatchewan. Of course, i t wou ld be wise at this point to 
remember the revised C N policy of no steam locomotives on 
its trackl What is l ike ly to happen is that, for the southern 

^ A 130 year -o ld house near Cra i g l e i th , Onta r i o , b u i l t b y 
p ioneer r a i l w a y surveyor Sir Sand fo rd F l e m i n g (who also 
in t r oduced S tandard Time) has been demo l i shed b y its 
owner , anger ing loca l h is tor ians a n d m u n i c i p a l off icials. 
The house , i n nearby C o U i n g w o o d T o w n s h i p , was 
b u l l d o z e d d u r i n g the week of February 5, 1989; senior 
p lanner L y n n R i cha rdson ind i ca ted that m t m i d p a l 
author i t ies were power l ess to b l o ck the act ion. 

The owner of the home , M a r k O e l b a u m of Toronto , 
re fused to d iscuss the dec is ion to d e m o l i s h the house to 
m a k e w a y for a s u b d i v i s i o n be ing bu i l t b y a Toronto 

deve loper , obse rv ing that " i t 's a free country . " 

Sir Sand fo rd , w h o d i e d i n 1915 at age 88, conducted 
surveys of the prair ies a n d the Rocky M o u n t a i n s for the 
construct ion of w h a t was o r i g ina l l y ca l l ed "The Paci f ic 
Ra i lway , " w h i l e he w a s i n the emp l oy of the D o m i n i o n 
Gove rnmen t , w h i c h w o r k paved the w a y for the 
construct ion b y pr ivate interests of the o r i g ina l 
t ranscont inental l ine of the C P R . 

ITEM (WITH ADDED msiosicAr. EMBELLISHMENT) FROM THE 

KITCHENER- WATERLOO RECORD, VIA GEORGE W . HORNER 
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Link with a 
Lonely Land 
By Michael Barnes 
BOOK REVIEW by John A. Maclean 
There have been three books published in recent years dealing 
w i th the Ontario Nor th land Rai lway and its predecessor, the 
Temiskaming and Northern Ontario R a i l w a y - f o u r i f you count 
the system's erstwhile interurban subsidiary, the Nipissing 
Central, Railway. Happily, these books are largely 
complementary to one another rather than competitive. Steam 
into Wilderness, by Albert Thckei; published i n 1978, deals at 
length on corporate histoiy, w i t h extended coverage of the 
personalities and pol i t ical infighting wh i ch have played their 
parts i n the story of this publ ic enterprise. The Locomotives of 
the Ontario Northland Rai lway by Frank N . VoUhardt, 1985, is 
a detailed i l lustrated roster of the line's steam and diesel motive 
powei; w i t h an introduction briefly out l ining the system's 
history. Also worthy of mention is Tri-Town Trolleys, a 1984 
volume by Norman He lm on the Nipissing Central Rai lway 
which spent most of its life as a subsidiary of the T&NO. 

We now have L ink w i th a Lonely Land, by Michae l Barnes, a 
different type of work, presenting more of a "nuts-and-bolts" 
coverage of the construction and operation of the railway, 
together w i th a few of the more "folltsy" type of anecdotes and 
reminiscences. This is a hard cover volume w i th a dust jacket, 
203 pages, 8 by 8-1/2 inches, over 200 photos Call black and 
white) , four maps, eight drawings and several other illustrations, 
such as a menu, an accident report and a timetable. Production 
quality is excellent, and photo reproduction is quite good, on 
coated paper. The adoption of a three-column format w i th 
unjustified lines gives a slightly untidy appearance to the pages 
of text, at least i n this reviewer's opinion. The maps are 
perhaps the book's weakest feature, a l l being mere outlines w i th 
l itt le detail, and that on page 34 showing railwaj's radiating 
from North Bay contains errors. Regrettably also, the timetable 
reproduction is too small to be legible. 

A n introduction, seven chapters, and a conclusion describe the 
. promotion and construction of the ra i lway and give good 

insights into its operation over the y ea r s - i t must be pointed 
out, however, that the book describes itself only as the story of 
the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway, and comes to 
a virtual stop at the line's Ap r i l 1946 reorganization as the 
Ontario North land Rai lway: continuation of the system's history 
under this name is sketchy. A n appendix includes, inter alia, a 
roster of steam power in considerably less detail than that i n 
the second book mentioned above, to say nothing of the 
T&NO/ONR rosters wh i ch have appeared i n this Society's 
publications i n the past. Students of motive power and car 
equipment w i l l be g lad to l eam, however; that the numerous 
photographic il lustrations include a good selection of builder's 
broadside and other views of steam locomotives—and one diesel 
swi tcher- together w i th several pictures of passenger and service 
cars. 

Link w i th a Lonely Land is a worthwhi le effort to document the 
construction and operation of an interesting rai lway from a 
more practical standpoint than the more usual corporate history, 
and should be in the col lection of a l l historians and failfans 
interested i n Ontario's north country. In fact, those wishing a 
comprehensive coverage of this area and its pr incipal rai lway 
should see to it that a l l four books mentioned in this review are 
in their libraries. 

Link W i th a Lonely Land is published by The Boston Mi l l s Press, 
98 M a i n Street, E r in Ontario, NOB ITO. 

Peterborough - Lindsay 
L03IN01M0RE RAIL LINES 
The Nat ional Transportation Agency, by its Order 1989-R-160, 
dated June 12, 1989, authorized C N Ra i l to abandon its l ine 
between Peterborough and Lindsay as we l l as the line from 
Peterborough to Lakefield effective in 30 days. C N and CP had 
made'arrangements for CP Ra i l to take over rai l service to those 
industries i n Peterborough located on C N trackage. C N had 
taken over CP's customers in Lindsay; that permitted CP to 
abandon its Bobcaj'geon Subdivision. In late-breaking news, 
apparently the City of Peterborough has requested and obtained 
a 15-day extension to the date of abandonment. However, 
indications are,smce various track changes in Peterborough were 
we l l advanced for the CP Ra i l take over, their service to C N 
customers has commenced. 

This current abandonment, i f permitted to go through by the 
Nat ional Transportation Agency w i l l permit the removal of 
trackage built by five different railwaj's and includes: 

1. The Lakefield Spur, bui l t as part of the M id l and Rai lway of 
Canada: the 9.51 miles from Peterborough to Lakefield was 
opened for traffic on January 1, 1871. The Lakefield 
Subdivision, as it was called in the January 1927 CNR 
Timetable, had one first class and one second class 
passenger train each way every day except Sundays, down 
from the six first class passenger trains per day i n the 
summer of 1908. 

2 . The Ashbumham Spur trackage is probably the last 
remaining part of the Cobo iug and Peterborough Rai lway 
Co. This l ine extended from Cobourg via Rice Lake to 
Peterborough (Chemong Junct ion) . The port ion in 
Peterborough from Hiawatha was opened for traffic 
December 29, 1851. 

3. The Peterborough Industrial Spur trackage is part of The 
Port Hope, Lindsay and Beaverton Rai lway Company and 
this section was opened for traffic on August 12, 1858. In 
1908, this l ine had two mai l trains and three passenger 
express trains per day as part of the service between 
Toronto and Port Hope via Peterborough. 

4. The Campbell ford spur is part of the former Campbellford 
Subdivision that extended from Bellevil le to Lindsay unt i l 
the port ion east of Peterborough was abandoned under the 
authority of the Ra i lway Transport Committee i n February 
1987. The l ine from Peterborough to Lindsay was 
constructed by two separate railwaj's. The 8.78 miles from 
Omemee Junct ion to Linsday was constructed as part of the 
Port Hope, Lindsay and Beaverton Rai lway and was opened 
on December 30, 1857. The Toronto and Ottawa Rai lway 
Co. constructed the 14.51 miles between Peterborough and 
Omemee Junct ion and opened i t i n 1883. The January 
1927 C N R Timetable shows one first class passenger train 
and two first class mai l trains each way six days a week. 
In addition, the trackage west of Omemee Jrmction had a 
second class train six days a week that also traversed the 
Bethany Subdivision from Omemee Junct ion to Mfl lbrook 
Junct ion. 

The 1927 C N R Timetable carries a couple of interesting 
footnotes. The first relates to a three-armed semaphore at the 
junct ion w i t h the CPR. The top arm .governed the 
Campbellford, the middle the Lakefield trains, and the bottom 
the CPR. The second may be of interest to some of the traction 
fans' as it is noted there were two Peterboro Radia l Rai lway 
(Electric) crossings of the C N R Campbell ford equipped w i th 
semaphore signals. These were on Charlotte and Locke Streets. 
There was also a crossing at Water Street on the Lakefield l ine 
as we l l as one at Park Street over the trackage to Canadian 
General Electric Company; these two crossings were not 
interlocked, but were flagged by the Peterboro Rad ia l Railwajlfe 
staff. 
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Motive Power and Operations ; 
Edited by Pat Scrimgeour 

Contributors 

John Carter, On the road in B.C. 
Ar t Clowes, Toronto 
Steve Danko, Scarborough 
Rick Jelfs, Toronto 
Jack Knowles, Toronto 
Mike Lindsay, Bur l ington 
Chris Mart in , London 
John Mitche l l , Toronto 
Pat Scrimgeour, Toronto 
Alex Simins, Weston 
John Thompson, East York 
Dale Wi lson, Sudbury 

(Please note that contributors are often listed here when then-
names do not appear -with items in the main text below. Their 
contibutions have been used as support or have been set aside 
for future use, and their names appear here i n appreciation of 
their effort.) 

South Simcoe Railway Heritage Corporation 

South Simcoe charter approved 
In mid-July, approval was received from the Ontario Legislature 
for the SSR's charter.. The SSR, has . now become a rai lway 
company rmder the Ontario Rai lway Act. This is the first step 
in the process for the heritage rai lway to attain authority to 
operate its summer weekend excursions between Tottenham and 
Beeton. 

The June 7th hearing before the Regulations and Private Bi l ls 
Committee was attended by three residents of Beeton who 
expressed their opposition to the b i l l . They contended that 
trains passing" their houses wou ld shake the dwell ings and 
create air po l lut ion that wou ld force them to give up the use of 
their back yards. • . 

The committee adjourned the hearing on that date, pending the 
receipt of an opinion from the M i n i s i i y of the Environment and 
new resolutions of support from the three municipalities 
involved. When the committee reconvened on Ju ly 5th, M O E 
had replied, saying it d id not expect the South Simcoe operation 
to present significant problems, and the required resolutions 
were i n hand. The Beeton residents, however, presented a 63-
name petit ion opposing the railway, and the matter was thus 
delayed. South Simcoe was able to present another petition 
•with almost twice as many names i n favour of the project, and, 
on Ju ly 12th, the committee sent the b i l l back to the House. 

The next day, i t was given second and third readings, followed 
by Royal Assent. 

Now, the process turns to the Ontario Munic ipa l Board, the 
administrator of the Rai lway Act. SSR has already done much 
of the required groundwork for this application. Last fall, a 
Mmistry of Transportation engineer inspected the track, and, 
with ' a few minor exceptions, found that it met E R A Glass 2 
standards, allo-wing passenger trains to travel at 30 m.p.h. 
Operating rules, mechanical maintenance standards and 
programmes, and qualifying procedures and examinations are a l l 
being formalised for presentation to MTO's Ra i l Office, wh ich 
•will ad-vise the 0 M B on safety and operating matters. A formal 
application by SSR for operating authority for revenue trains 
should soon be underway, and publ ic operation should start in 
early summer, 1990. 

Tecumseth T-wp. interested i n Beeton Sub, trackage 
The to-wnship has expressed interest i n acqiuring the Beeton 
Subdi-vision between Beeton and Cooksto-wn, about 14 km, and 
from Beeton to Al l iston, 8 km. C N has applied to the NTA for 
permission to abandon its Bar r i e -Bee ton line to a point near 
Thornton, some 16 k m south of Barrie. The township is only 
interested i n the port ion w i th in its boundaries. 

South Simcoe is anxious to maintain a connection -with the 
national rai lway system, something that would be lost i f the 
Beeton Sub. were severed south of Barrie. The closest alternate 
point is where the C N R Al l is ton Spur crosses CP Rail 's MacTier 
Sub. near A l l is ton. Tecumseth has met -with SSR and indicated 
that the group's needs might be accommodated wi th in the 
township's objectives. SSR's aspirations do not include the track 
to Cookstown, wh i ch wou ld require extensive rehabil itation and 
in any event wou ld probably be too costly to operate. Al though 
the A l l i s ton route wou ld also require work, the main thing 
wou ld be to secure the trackage and make repairs when future 
resources permit. 

Equipment status 
Ex-CPR deisel-hydraiilic s-witcher 22 has received a revamping 
of its control circuits, y ie ld ing much improved operation. The 
locomotive is st i l l running on only one of its two 250-h.p. 
engines, as one torque converter was removed last year due to 
bearing and seal problems. Replacements have been ordered 
and it is expected that the locomotive -will be running under its 
ful l power this fa l l . It has been repainted i n its CPR livery, and 
-will soon be lettered "South Simcoe." 

Former CPR 4-6-0 1057 and 4-4-0 136 have received unofficial 
hydrostatic tests, w i t h no major problems; government 
inspections are being arranged. Auxil iaries have been 
successfully tested on both engines. The greatest effort on 1057 
•will have to be appl ied to repairs to the water tank and the 
wooden buffer-beam on the tender. Barr ing unforeseen 
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problems, 1057 w i l l be test-steamed .before winter. The 
locomotive has not been operated for about 10 years. 

Work has begun on refurbishing two coaches which, together 
wi th a car being restored-by the local Lions' Club, w i l l be used 
on the t ra in next -year.. 

South' Simcoe welcomes volunteers. Write to the SSRHC, P.O. 
Box 186, Tottenham, Ontario LOG IWO, or telephone 
416/936-2466. Work parties meet i n Tottenham every weekend,, 
on M i l l Street, one block w.est of Queen. 

SSR " I N J E C T O R " 

• . . . V I A J O H N T H O M P S O N 

B,ritish Columbia Railway • © Report from Tumbler Ridge 
There is access to at least 30 k m of trackage at the east end 
of the Tumbler Sub. I say "at least" because I turned back after 
30. There are some very good spots for photography. 
Unfortunately, nothing was running at the time I was there. 

The 12:30 l ineup had two trains, both northboimd. The first 
was to be Extra 6004 North , due to leave Wake ly at 16:00, and 
the • second was to be Extra 6007 -North; leaving Wake ly at 
19:00. Extra 6004 Nor th had been Extra C N 5519 Nor th from 
Prince George to Wakely . This train hadn't arrived at Wake ly 
by 16:45., ; 

The engine shed for the electrics is at Murray, mileage 73:3. It • 
looks l ike i t has a capacity of, say, one locomotive. Access to 
it is pretty tough. The highway is m the neighbourhood of. 
about 10 metres from it. 

The B C R Dawson Creek turn runs tri-weekly, on Sunday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday. 1 shot i t on August 15th and 17th. The 
lashup on both days was M 4 2 0 647, C425 804, and M 4 2 0 643. 
It's a wonderful chase for catching up on your, reading. Y o u 
shoot the train, go to your next spot, and read a chapter or two 
whi le wa i t ing for it. It's about three hours running time, aud i t ' s 
only 61 miles. 

J O H N CAR-TER 

Canadian National Railways O M 
Line abandoments: Forest and Beeton Subs 
The Nat ional Transportation Agency has now issued orders 
permitt ing C N R a i l to abandon, on Jariuary 1, 1990,. the 
remaining port ion of its Forest Spur as we l l as the trackage on 
the Beeton Spur south of mi le 77 .1 . 

The Forest. Spur, between St. Marys Jet. and Lucan Crossing, 
was constructed by the Grand Trunk as 'part , of their mainline 
between Montrea l and Chicago. The port ion of the Grand Trunk 
between St. Marys Jet. and Sarnia was opened on November 21 , 
1859. The Grand Trunk in 1883, just after i t amalgamated w i t h 
the Great Western Rai lway, was handl ing one third of a l l ra i l 
traffic to Chicago from the east against the American 
competit ion. . . 

The Beeton Spur abandonment consists of parts of two lines 
constructed by the Hami l t on and Nor th Western Ra i lway 
Company, both opened to traffic on January 1, 1878.. The first 
part is the Beeton . Spur from Beeton to mile . 77.1 on the 
outskirts of Barrie. , The second is the remaining part of A l l i s ton 
Spur constructed as. part of the N,8cNW l ine from Alliston -via 
G lenca im to Gol l ingwood. 

J . A F E R R O N U T 

Dismantl ing of the Ha l ibur ton Sub. 
The remaining ra i l of the o ld C N R Une south from Hal ibur ton 
vil lage to Pringle Road (UCRS N L 466, p. 8) was removed 
earlier this year and tie salvage was i n progress during July. ' 
Ha l ibur ton County bought from the. C N R the whole roadbed 
right down to the Victor ia County l ine just north of Kinmount. 

M u c h of the l ine was quite remote from existing roads, 
particularly the How land—Ge l e r t - Loch l i n section, and therefore 
may be used for road, purposes. Use for snowmobile trails is 
being advocated for some sections. After the l ine became 
freight-only in September 1960, C N R st i l l kept a steel cobine. 
continual ly at Lindsay. George Homer suggests that it was a 
maintenance gang car, necessitated by. the aforementioned 
remoteness from publ ic roads. C N R used a hi-rai l truck for 
smaller maintenance jobs. 

J A C K .KNOWLES 

Also . . . • • • , , . • 
The ra i l was lifted on the Cartierville Spur, branching north 
from V a l Royal , i n late May. 

New C N double-stack train ' 

Beginrdng on August 4th, C N has operated a weekly container 
t ra in using double-stack five-platform articulated cars. The train 
is pr imari ly used by Maersk Line to ship containers from 
Tacoma, Washington, across the U.S., then to Toronto and 
Montrea l . C N picks up the t ra in from the Norfolk Southern at 
Buffalo, New York, on Fridays about noon. Westbound, the 
tra in leaves Montrea l around midnight Saturday/Sunday, arrives 
i n Toronto early Sunday morning, and leaves Brampton 
hitermodal Tefminal at 16:00. O n the fourth week of operation, 
the train carried about 20 sets (100 platforms, 200 containers) 
from Toronto. 

The Port of Vancouver has criticised C N for supporting a U.S. 
jx j i t . 'Vancouver 's new container port is stiill. i n the p lanning 
stages, and so large-scale operation of double-stack trains is not 
yet feasible. W i t h this train, C N is act ing only as a local delivery 
agent for Norfolk Southem. If C N were not to operate the train, 
NS wou ld Kkely carry the containers by road from its terminal 
at Da in City, south of We l land . 

P A T SCR IMGEOUR; oBSERVA-qoNS BY OTHERS 

Canadian Pacific Limited CPRail 
Lake Erie and Northern abandonment approved 
CP Ra i l had obtained N T A approval earlier this year for the , 
abandoiunent of its T H & B Waterford Subdi-vision from near 
Hami l ton to the west of the CainsviUe mudslide and its former 
T H & B - L E & N trackage from south of Brantford to Simcoe. Whi le 
CP Ra i l had included the former L E & N trackage from near 
Brantford to Cambridge (near M a i n Street, the junct ion -with the 
GRR) as we l l as 0.8 miles of the G R R trackage from the 
Cambridge north towards Gait i n that application, the N T A had 
deferred its decision on it. The NTA, by a decision on August 2, 
1989, has now ruled that CP Ra i l can abandon their Simcoe 
Subdi-vision from a point w i th in the City of Brantford (mile 
19.4) to the point 0.8 miles nor th of Cambridge, effective 
August 2, 1990. 

The N T A in their decision gives the foUo-wing as the background 
on the Uhes. The Simcoe Subdivision, wh i ch forms part of the 
Lake Erie and Northern Ra i lway Company, was btult between 
1912 and 1915 and was leased to the Canadian Pacific Rai lway 
Company for 999 years- The Waterloo Subdivis ion was built i n • 
1894 as part of the Gait, Preston and Hespeler Street Rai lway 
Company wh i ch subsequently became the. Grand River Rai lway 
Company and was leased to Canadian Pacific Limited. The CP 
Ra i l trackage remaining i n Brantford -wfll be turned over to C N 
on August 2, 1990 as part of a agreement between the railways 
and the City of Brantford. • " 

J A . F E R R O N U T ' 

A n d . ; - . 
CP has received approval to abandon their fine from St-Jerome 
to Mont-Laurier i n two stages: north of Ste-Agathe on December 
31, 1989,- and from St-Jerome to Ste-Agathe on June 30, 1990. 
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Rebui l t R S I 8 s at Angus 
1865, formerly 8743, was released on Ju l y 5th 
1866, formerly 8790, was released on Ju l y 6 th 
1867, formerly 8765, was.released o n Ju l y 31st 

8792, to become 1868, expected out August 29 th 

Rebui l t GP9s at Angus 
8673, to become 8223, expected out October 4 th 
8676, to become 8224, expected out October 4 th 
8677 wf l l become 8226; work not yet started 
8702, to be 8225, i n shop Ju l y 6th, expected out Oct. 18th 
8704, to become 8222, expected out September 28th 

. 8812, to become 8221, expected out September 13th 
8814, no new number assigned, to arrive Jtme 27th 
8826, to become 8248, expected out September 6th 

CP ot>erating notes 
CP and Soo Line had hoped to run some test trains, inc luding 
containers, between Vancouver and Chicago i n late Ju ly . Soo 
was to contribute two SD60s. • The last Robot I t ra in leaving 
A l y th was a gra in train, 351-077, at 13:30 on June 18th. The 
power was 5863-5683-6011 i n the lead, w i t h Robot 20 (1020)-
5655-5935 i n the tra in. A l l Robot cars were t ied up on June 
29th . • RS18 1833 was leased to the Delaware and Hudson on 

•Ju l y 31st for use on the Napiervi l le Junct ion Rai lway. They 
have no RSC-equipped locomotives for use in Canada. N Y S & W 
were supposed to supply one, but had none. 

Diesel Division, General Motors 
DD at London is at present work ing on the Un ion Pacific 
SD60MS, Santa Fe GP60s, C N SD60Fs, and V I A F40PH-2s (new 
and retrofits). O n August 19-20th, Cotton Belt (SSW) 9635 to 
9639 were painted, w i t h 9636 testing. C N 5526 was painted,-
and UP 6209 was st i l l there, at least three weeks after having 
been completed. V I A 6458 is i n service, and was seen on August 
25th. The last "Red B a m , " CP 9008, was delivered on M a y 
31st. 

CHRIS M A R - H N , A L E X SIMINS, M I K E LINDSAY 

Other Railways 
CSX Transportation 
One C&O GP38 (2100-series) and three cars ended up i n the 
creek after a bridge washout at Harrow, fol lowing 
approximately 30 cm of rain, a record i n the area. 

CHRIS M A R - H N 

Societe de transport de l a Communaute urbaine de Montrea l 
S T C U M has leased two VIA LRC engines,, numbers 6903 and 
6912, to be used to supply electricity for l ight ing the new 
Bombardier cars. A t the beginning of August, one train was 
seen -with a n L R C at the east end and an FP7 at the west end, 
and another t ra in had a n FP7 and an LRC at the east end, w i th 
a cab car facing west. 

GO Transit 
A great GO tra in consist, seen on August 26 th : a n F 4 0 P H 
leading, then an ex-Rock Island GP40, then an 800-series A P U 
B-rniit, then 10 cars w i t h a cab car trai l ing. Get those F40 shots 
now. —PS 

Tourist Railways and Museums 

Huntsvi l le and Lake of Bays 
The Society has given up the Oxtongue River site (UCRS NL, 
466, p. 11) and now intends to locate adjacent to the 
Huntsvi l le fairgrounds where the motive power and ro l l ing stock 
are stored i n a temporary shed. Access to the intended site on 
teh Oxtongue River was from a sideroad running south from 
Highway 60, 5 k m east of the junct ion of Highways 35 and 60. 

The terminal Was to have been i n the area of map reference 
615230 on N T S topographic sheet 31 E/7, w i th the track 
running do-wnstream on rented pro-vincial l and through a smal l 
park developed by the.D-wight Lions C lub . Whi le a feasibility 
study done by a group connected w i t h Georgian College was 
favourable, a later study done for the provincial government 
indicated that the l ine wou ld not be self-supporting. 
Accordingly, the anticipated provincial government financial 
assistance was not forthcoming, forcing abandonment of the 
Oxtongue site. The group is i n cottage country remote from any 
large city; the busy season lasts only about two months. A great 
amount of clearing, grading, and culvert w o r k had been done. 
Footings had been poured for a locomotive shed. TracMaying 
had not commenced, a l though the group has a goodly store of 
ra i l arid .used ties. 

The two ex-Huntsvifle and Lake of Bays 0-4-OTs from Pinafore 
Park are considered operable, and a fine restorartion has been 
done on the H&LofB cross-bench "Sma l l Car." ex-Toronto 
Suburban Ra i lway 11 and Toronto Rai lway-Company 397. 

J A C K K N O W L E S 

General Railway Information 

Chamv. Qudbec 
H o w can you te l l that Chamy, on the' south shore of the St. 
Lawrence opposite Ste-Foy, is a rai lway town? Check the street 
names (EngUsh translations provided for the non-obvious ones): 

Rue de TAigufllage (switch) 
Rue d u Cantonnier (track maintainer) 
Rue du Cheminot (railway worker) 
Rue d u Conducteur 
Rue du Convoi (freight train) 
Rue de l a Debarcadere (station platform) 
Rue de I'Express 
Rue de la Gate 
Rue de l a Jonct ion 

' Rue d u R a i l 
Avenue de l a Rotonde (roundhouse) 
Rue du Signal 
Rue du Telegraphiste 

• Rue f f u Terminus 
Rue du Tort i l iard Qocal train) 
Rue de la Traverse (tie) • 
Rue du Triage (yard) 
Avenue d u V iaduc 
Rue du Wagorinier (carman) 
Rue West Junct ion 

Chamy has been divided into nine sections, each w i th a 
different theme for its street names. The westem part of the 
town, around the C N yard (CN Joffre) and the V IA station, has 
recently had these n a m ^ applied, replacing the older numbered 
streets and avenues. ' 

P A T SCRIMGEOUR 

VIA Rail Canada 

Summer timetables extended 
For the most part, V IA has extended the present timetables to 
be effective imtfl December 31 . Since there has been no 
direction from the government on w h i c h services are to be cut, 
V IA cannot inform the railwaj's of schedule changes. W h e n the 
government does decide, then trains can be annul led. It wou ld 
only, be after another timetable change, however, that the 
equipment tmd crew cycles for a reduced level of service could 
be fine-tuned. 

D A L E W I L S O N , PS 

Affordable transportation 
Some of the supporters of passenger ra i lway service i n Canada 
are getting carried away -with their .rhetoric. Letters to the editor 
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of newspapers have suggested that railways wou ld clearly be 
•seen as the most economical way to move passengers if 
everything were set u p on a ful l cost-recovery basis. That may 
be true. Authors of these letters have then gone on to propose 
that passengers should pay the fu l l cost of transportation, i n 
order that railwaj's may survive. This is ludicrous. 

The business VIA, Voyageur, and A i r Canada are i n is the 
movement of people from one place to another. The government 
must decide how it w i l l apply subsidy so that the benefits are 
the greatest. Any th inking rai l fan that is outraged over the 
threat to V IA is outraged because he or she believes that 
railwaj's are a good way of moving people. No one should be 
arguing for the retention of passenger trains on ly so that we 
can watch the CANADIAN i n the Don Val ley or the Niagara Falls 
Budds at Spr ing Garden Road . W e are i n this to put forward 
our view of how best to serve the publ ic good. 

If the supporters of railways were to, i n the end, lose the 
argument, and VIA were to be closed entirely, the country 
wou ld st i l l function pretty much as it does now. The publ ic 
subsidy of highwaj's and airways wou ld continue, and we wou ld 
st i l l have the choice, when travel l ing from, Toronto to Montreal , 
of paying $60.00 return for a-six-hour one-way trip or. $130.00 
return for a one-hoiu: one-way tr ip. The only opt ion that wou ld 
be lost wou ld be the $90.00 return fare for the five-hour one
way tr ip. 

It is far more important that we be able to move arovmd at a n . 
affordable immediate cost than that we be able to move around 
inside a blue and ye l low box on two strips of steel. In our 
support for passenger railwaj's, we should not be upoosing the 
basic concept of subsidised, affordable transportation. 

P A T SCRIMGEOUR 

Long live . . . u m . . . ah . • . indecision! 
After having taken a dramatic step i n proposing a cut to VIA's 

The Train Spotters 
Recent Sightings by UCRS members 

Bayview (Alex Simins) 
On May 15th, V IA Tra in 665 was led by F40PH-2s 640'2, 6405, 
and 6400, and FP9 6557. • A n eastbound C N freight w i th 
5046, 5080, and 2005, had at the front of the train ex-
Mi lwaukee Road GP40S 2017 and 2040, on their way to Pointe 
St-Charles for rebui lding. One week previotisly, four of the 
M ILW units had passed through. • O n May 29th, Speno ra i l 
grinder MW-2 was work ing . • Central Vermont GP9 4442 was 
on an eastbound C N freight on Apr i l 20 th . • _. . 

G M London (Alex Simins) 
F rom a June 3rd visit to G M : 
•UP S D 6 0 M 6212 was testing. 
•Two CP "Red B a m s " were st i l l at London. 
• G M had bought T H & B 57 for $20 000 to $25 000; i t was i n 

service, w i t h the T H & B emblem painted out. Another , 
switcher was expected from La Grange, to assist. The usual 
G M switcher, ex-ETR SW8 102 was working, and a C N 
switcher was there as backup. 

•At that time, UP and VIA units were being bui l t . G M had 
figured that new rmits are being released at a n average 
rate of 1.7 locomotives per day, and that it takes 10 to 11 
days for a unit to be btult, from the beginning of wo rk 
above the frame, to the paint shop. 

Sauit Ste. Mar ie (Alex Simins, again) , 
On May 21st, Wisconsin Central SDL39 589 was switching i n 
Sault Ste. Marie , Ontario. The unit, l ong hood forward w i th the 
van adjacent to the short hood, ptdled its train to the CP tracks. 

budget, the government is faced w i th the very tr icky problem of 
how to do so: This is a pol i t ica l decision, not a transportation 
or financial decision, and there is l ike ly a great deal of in-house 
disagreement. The complete silence .from the government since 
the presentation of the budget indicates that there is no dea r 
direction, and that no preparation had been made for this 
decision. 

h i 1981, V IA helped w i t h the decision, and showed wh ich of the 
trains were the least l ike ly to be successful and wh i ch were the 
least-necessaiy. In 1989, V IA has dropped the decision squarely 
i n the government's lap, and is not giving advice. This may be 
related to the difference i n tone. In 1981, the government said 
that i t was reducing services by' $150-miUion so that the sj'stem 
could operate , more economically overall . In 1989, the 
government has said that i t w i l l reduce services by $150-mil l ion 
so that the decision to cut another $150-mi lKon next year w i l l 
be easier. 

A n example of the analysis from the pol i t ical offices of the 
Minister of Transport. The minister recently announced plans 
for an expansion of Pearson Airport at Toronto. He was asked 
whether the crowding could not be relieved more readily by 
spending the money on a high-speed rai lway service. The 
response was that the airport is overcrowded and VIA. already 
exists, so therefore the airport wou ld continue to be 
overcrowded. Please write to me i f you tmderstand this. 

Since there is no apparent understanding of the concept of 
passenger ra i lway service, and since there is no apparent move 
to create ,an understanding, further delay is certain. If there 
were anyone outside the employ of Voyageur or the Treasury 
Board who actually agreed w i th the cuts to VIA, they wotdd be 
very upset w i t h the government. The services of VIA might last 
unt i l the next election only because the government can't decide 
how to reduce them. 

P A T SCRIMGEOUR 

left it there, then proceeded to switch behind the A C R shops. 

Toronto and vicinity (John Hinbest) 
June :1st, on the. . eN Kingston sub near Eg l inton GO station, at 

approximately 15 :00 : A n eastbound CP container train on 
Track 2, w i th ' three M636s, rerouted because of the 

,, derailment on the CP at Cobourg. There was a s low order 
on the north track of the Kingston sub at Cobourg, due to 

. . possible debris on the C N tracks from the CP derailment. 
J ime 5th, at the same location, at approximately 16:30: A n 

eastbound GP9, a dark green passenger car, and a van. 
The car, I believe, is from the C R H A col lection i n Toronto. 

June 15th, at MacMf l l an yard West Contro l : Spotted a two-
axle, 50-foot piggyback car near the head end of a cut of 
cars. ' 

GO Transit F59PHs in the lower numbers have a snow shield 
over the air intake for the auxi l iary generator i n the centre 
of the end of the "long hood. 

Peterborough area (Mike Lindsay) 
June 12th, at Havelock: CP 3019 and 3069; CP 3049, 4238, 

and 3067. 
June 13th and 14th, on the Peterborough local : CP 3067. 
June 14th, at Lindsay: . Two trains, one w i t h C N 4276, six cars, 

and a transfer, van ; the other .w i th C N 3567, six cars, and 
a van. The train w i t h , the GP9 was the train to 
Peterborough, operated by a crew taxied from BeUevflle. 
The M420 , -with a Tororito crew, switched at Lindsay. 

"Red B a m s " on the MacTier sub (Craig Smith) 
•9013, heading west on Train 403 on M a y 31st 
•9011 , heading west on Train 403 on June 6th 



16 UCRS Newsletter August 1989 
Schreiber l ineup 
Found on the platform at Leaside, addressed to " C P R Railfans 
at Leaside:" 

Schreiber 11:00 l ineup, Saturday, June 24 th 1989-
Westward Trains 
Train Power E G T Cars Cart Chap WRvr Schr CRvr 
Nol -23 6437 6607 11 15m 
481-23 5592 5754 5653 5747D 3462 39 21 1050 
401-23 5555 5553 5546 4343 71 03 1150 
407-23 5527 5526 S404 5599 - 5978 81 12 1030 1345 
407-22 S9SS 5644 5532.5751 5245 80 12 1135 1500 
409-23 5612 SS49 5551 5S05D 5379 52 09 0815 1200 1530 
403-22 5841 5574 5682 5093 82 05 0855 1240 1610 
955-22 5567 5544 4SS7 5609 7353 58 56 0500 1300 2000 
405-23 5528 5554 S 5 U 5093 90 01 1115 1445 1815 
415-23 5791 5537 4560 +2 5664 38 57 1010 1330 1700 2030 
185-24 5250 6203 OT OT OT • 
401-24 5941 5756 5853 4266 75 02 1020 1340 1800 2130 0100 
403-24 5640 5750 5718 4898 73 01 1150 1540 2000 2330 0300 
407-24 1330 1720 2140 0110 0440 
955-21 5561 SSOl O H 
955-23 5778 3046 4563 8242 . Q H 
471-24 5930 5509 5729 3918 54 10 1415 1805 2??.5 0155 0525 
481-24 5909 5525 5575 5421 49 39 1515 1905 2325 0255 0625 
409-24 2030 
955-24 Runs-

E a s t w a r d T r a i n s 
Train Power EGT Cars TBav Schr WRvr Chap Cart 
No2-21 6447 6618 11 0910 1230 
404-23 5981 5515 5572 4694 47 30 I l l s 1530 
482-21 5556 5563 4205 5642 6197 73 06 1130 1545 
402-21 5658 5581 3358 63 01 1030 1420 1840 
472-21 6041.5532 5633 4154 52 02 1100 1450 1910 
986-23 5925 5721 2000 17 OS O H 
954-23 5591 3023 2218 09 35 O H 2000 
406-21 5855 5832 4422 39 27 0830 1300 1630 2020 0040 
954-24 5733 4735 2095 14 10 0800 1400 
446-23 5504 5535 7936 57 39 1210 1630 2000 2350 0415 
986-24 Not running 
482-22 5910 5903 2663 30 12 1800 
404-24 5727 4738 4708 3648 46 23 1830 
402-21 5559 81S8D 5514 3016 50 01 1930 
688-29 •0030-25=--
472-22 0230-25' 
406-22 0330-25 
446-25 0600-25 
482-23 Run 

The l ineup shows tra in number, power, tonnage, number ' o f 
loads and empties, and the time expected at Cartier, Chapleau, 
White River, Schrieber, and Current River. For eastward trains, 
the time at Thunder Bay is sho-wn instead of the time at Current 
River. The train numbers, i n the form 481-23, are read as "481 
of the 23rd , " meaning Tra in 481 that was scheduled to leave its 
origin on June 23rd . (This rule does not apply to uni t trains, 
such as Tra in 688 i n this lineup.) 

Leaside (Cord Webster) 
June 2 : #500 -with Soo 6609-6405-6411-81 cars 
June 2 : " M o o n l i g h f w i t h CP 4217-4201-4200-11 cars 
June 24 : EB w i t h Soo 6611-CP 5409-Soo 6405-BAR 92 

(returning from "VMV Enterprises, Paducah, Kentucky) 
June 30 : "Moonl ight " w i t h CP 4230-4205-8 cars 
Ju ly 3: #904 w i t h CP 4706-4569-4201-81 cars 
Ju ly 3 : #507 w i th 4560-4567-4720-77 cars 
Ju ly 8: Ext ra NB w i t h TTC 6475 (see below) 
J u l y 9: #904 w i th CP 4731-4736-4713-4714-64 cars 
J u l y 9: Extra W B w i t h CP 4702-4737-4570-108 cars 

O n J u l y 8th, several railfans were forced to observe transit 
activity as TTC Flyer 6475, on the D o n Mi l l s (25) route, missed 
its r ight turn from the Leaside Bridge onto Overlea and instead 
continued west on Mi l lwood , then nor th on the Leaside Station 
roadway. To return to its route, the bus made a three-point 
turn at the entrance to the Ontario Hydro transformer station, 
then turned left onto M i l l w o o d and left again onto Overlea. 

Windsor (via Co r d Webster) 
May 10: CP #500 -with Soo 6603-6450 (a former B N SD40-2 

rebuilt as a B-unit)-CP 5534 
June 19: N W #951 -with N W GP59 4607-4608-8 coaches. This 

inspection tra in left Detroit at 06:45, was through Windsor 
at 10:36 to 10:46, and travelled east to Buffalo to inspect 
the new rout ing of NS trains through the Detroit River 
tunnel, and on the C N Caso, CSX No . 2, C N Chatham, C N 
Paynes, C N Cayuga, and C N Caso subdivisions. 

June 2 5 : CP 2 n d #501 w i t h Soo 6614-CP 5433-5402-BAR 81 
(going to 'VMV at Paducah) 

Don' (Toronto) (John Carter) 
On June 19th, the C N fibre-optics train was at the Don, parked 
on the north side of Front Street, -with SD40-2 5300. 

Various CP trains i n Ontario (Cord Webster) 
March 28 : Through freight Winnipeg to Thunder Bay -with CP 

5902-5785-4711 (Caterpil lar engine) 
Apr i l 6: O n #911, 4551 had a crankcase explosion; was set out 
Apr i l 13: #611. w i t h CP 3037-1829-1830-1825-1815-12 empty 

cars, from Toronto yard to Port McNicoU 
Apr i l 14: #610 w i t h CP 1815-1825-1830-1829-4250-80 loads, 

from Port M c N i c o l l to Trois-Rivieres 
Apr i l 16: 1st #904 w i t h CP 9006-4731-4231-9017-9002, from 

Windsor to St-Luc 
Apr i l 17 : #515 -with CP 5968-9006-9017, from St-Luc to 

Toronto 
Apr i l 17 : #515 -with CP 9017-9006-9010 (idle)-9015 (idle), 

from London to Windsor 
Apr i l 2 1 : #501 picked up units UP 6112-6113 at London 
Apr i l 2 1 : #503 picked up units UP 6114-6115 at London 
Apr i l 24 : #501 w i t h Soo 6617-CP 5557-5549-UP 6117-6116 

from London 
Apr i l , 19 (This one's not i n Ontario) : Transfer, from Outremont 

to Angus, w i th CP 1598-1607-4569-4744 
Apr i l 2 5 : #508 w i t h CP 5545-8136 (set out at Trenton for 

roadswitcher)-4560-4241. C424 4241 caught fire. The fire 
was extinguished by the Newcastle Fire Department, and 
the unit was set out at Newcasde. 

•M-W trains on the Goderich sub (Gord Webster) 
In Apr i l , a number of boarding car trains were run from 
Hami l ton to various points ' on the CP. A U of the trains ran up 
the Goderich subdi-vision from Aberdeen to Gue lph Junct ion. 
Power and vans for the trains were brought from Toronto the 
day before on the. "Starl ight." Crews were sent from London to 
Aberdeen by tax i to p ick up the train. Trains were r u n on the 
foUowing days: 

Ap r i l 13, 75 occupied boarding cars to Ra i th 
Apr i l 13, 90 occupied boarding cars to Toronto, to be forwarded 

to other points 
Ap r i l 17, 24 occupied service cars to M i l t o n 
Apr i l 26, 74 occupied service cars, 45 to Trois-Rivieres. 11 to 

Smiths Falls, and 18 for Jeannette set out at Guelph Jet. 

CP Sulph-uric A c i d Trains (Gord Webster) 
The fo l lowing is a r tmdown of some CP acid trains i n Ap r i l : 

Ap r i l 13: #702-23 -with 36 cars Copper Cli f f to,River Rouge 
Apr i l 13: #704-22 -with 36 cars Falconbridge to Cleveland 
Apr i l 14: #702-24 -with 36 cars Copper Clif f to Amherstburg 
Apr i l 17 : #704-23 w i t h 36 cars Falconbridge to Niagara Fal ls 
Ap r i l 2 1 : #704-25 w i t h 36 cars Falconbridge to Cleveland 
Apr i l 24 : #702-25 w i t h 36 cars Copper Cli f f to Amherstburg 
Apr i l 2 6 : #704-26 w i t h 36 cars Falconbridge to Cleveland 
Apr i l 26 : #702-26 w i th 54 cars Copper CUff to Niagara FaUs 
A p r i l 27 : #704-27 w i t h 54 cars Falconbridge to Niagara Falls 
A p r i l 28 : #702-27 -with 36 cars Copper Cli f f to Courtright 

Eastern Metro Toronto and other places (Steve Danko) 
AIco/MLW fans: I have seen C N #308 on the York sub at about 

20:00 on several occasions w i t h soUd lash-ups of 2000s, 
2300s, and 2100s. C N #415 also seems to get "Montrea l " 
power regularly. 

June 11, 11:35, at Liverpool : V IA #62 w i t h 6447, 8 LRC 
coaches, and 6439. Is this the shape of things to come. 
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and vri l l the schedules be lengthened to accommodate these 
"London-bui l t Snai ls?" 

June 23 , 2 3 : 0 3 - 2 3 : 0 7 at Gui ldwood: 
• VIA # 169 w i t h 6518-"Empire Club"-5560-3236-5442-5622 
• C N #415 w i t h 9408-9310-5362-19 cars of autos/parts. 
•ON-#415 and V IA #169 paced each other to Scarborough 
Jet., then 415 was he ld at Danforth for an extra eastbound 

GO train. The C N Y Q controller apologised profusely to 
#415, after having promised a "clear shot" to Cherry Street. 

June 24, at MacMf l lan yard : Four F7As have jo ined the eight 
dead switchers l ined up on the test track. They are 9177, 
9166, 9164, and 9164. 

Ju l y 16,, at Pottery Road : VIA. #9 was l ed by F40PH-2 6456, 
the highest number seen at that time.-

Trackine "The Canadian" (Steve Danko) 
V IA Tra in 9, as it left Toronto on the folio-wing days: 

May 27th 
6424 

June 10th June U t h June 17th June 18th June 24th July 8th July 9th 

F40PH-2 
FP9 
F9B • 

May 27th 
6424 6401 6423 6447 6435 6427 6455 

6309 
6428 

F40PH-2 
FP9 
F9B • 6624 6620 6625 6618 6626 6652 6626 6632 

15472 
Steam Generator 

6632 
15472 

Deadhead 765 

Deadhead 111 

Deadhead . 102 

Crew Edson 756 
608 612 

Baggage 609 616 610 602 616 607 608 612 

Coach 110 127 101 125 119 107 106 115 

Coach CSnack) 
Coach 
Skyline 
Chateau 

3240 

SIO 
Varennes 

3243 

S07 
USa l l e 

3202 

511 
Jollier 

3217 

514 
DoUier 

3243 

503 
USal le 

3225 

501 
LeMoyne 

3208 
129 
509 
Maisonneuve 

3216 
112 
514 
Salaberty 

Sleeper 
Chateau Cadillac 

Entrance 
Roberval Argenson Montcalm Robervai Denonviile Bruld Iberville 

Manor Hunter Lome Cornwall Wolfe Grant Hunter Douglas 

Diner York Champlain Emerald Louise Champlain - 1349 Acadian 
Bell 

imperial 
Cabot Manor Christie Craig Abbott Cameron Craig 

Acadian 
Bell 

imperial 
Cabot 

Chateau 
Craig 

Rigaud Marquette 
Cameron 

Manor Amherst Rogers Carleron 
Rigaud 

Stuart Butler -Rogers Cameron 

Park Reveistoke . Assiniboine Sibley Evangeline Assiniboine Kootenay Kokanee Prince Albert 

BC Transit 
Expansion of Vancouver transit system 
The pro-vince of Bri t ish Columbia has announced funding for a 
major expansion of the B C Transit system i n the Greater 
Vancouver area. The total cost is estimated at $ l -b f l l i o i i , over 
several years. 

, •- New rapid transit hne to R ichmond 
A new rapid transit hne -will be bui l t between Vancouver 
and Richmond, -with a possible branch to Vancouver 
International Airport . The cost of the l ine -will be between 
$550- and $750-mflhon, and service is to begin by 1995. 
B C T and the Cities of Vancouver and Richmond are now 
work ing to select a route and a technology taking the 
environmental impacts and passengers' needs into account. 
A publ ic participation programme -wfll foUow the . init ial 
study. 

• SkyTrain extension to WhaUey 
The SkyTrain l ine, wh i ch is now under construction to Scott 
Road i n Surrey -will be extended to Whal l ey To-wn-Centre 
by mid-1993, at a cost of $127-mfl l ion. Construction -will 
begin i n late 1989; the design work was completed several 
years ago, before funding was available. W i th the extension, 
the travel time between Whal l ey and downtown Vancouver 
-will be 38 minutes. 

SkyTrain extension to Lougheed M a U 
A branch of the SkyTrain line -wfll be bui l t to Lougheed M a l L 
by 1995, at a cost of $210-mfl l ion. P lanning is underway 
to determine the route and the environmental impacts. B C 
Transit had been considering, two basic routes, diverging 
from the present l ine i n either southem Bt imaby or eastern 
New Westminster. , 

>• Study on marine l ink from Port Moody 
A feasibility study w f l l be undertaken into the possibility of 
a marine rapid transit service between Port Moody and 
downtown Vancouver. Operation may begin as early as 
1991. The study -will consider the use of high-speed vessels 
that can carry up to 300 passengers at 30 to 40 knots, 
making the trip possible i n about 30 minutes. This 

apparentiy replaces the plarmed rai lway commuter service 
on the CP Rafl l ine, wh i ch has been bogged do-wn for some 
time. The "high-speed vessels" wou ld have to be either 
hovercraft or hydrofoils i n order to travel at that speed. 
Perhaps BCT, has a l ine on some ships that are available 
fairly quickly. 

New vehicles for present routes 
A third SeaBus -will be bui l t by 1994, to supplement, the 
Nor th Vancouver service. This wf l l a l low for the rush-hour 
headways to be improved • to 10 minutes from the 
present 15 minutes. The ship vr i l l cost $8-ini l l ion. • New 
articulated diesel buses and trolley coaches -will be ordered, 
at a cost o f $33-mi l l ion. They wf l l be operated routes to 
Richmond (unti l the rapid transit l ine is completed) and 
White Rock, and along Broadway to U B C . Apparendy this 
work also includes the instal lat ion of express -wires on 
Broadway. The articulated "SuperBuses" -wfll be i n service 
by 1991 or 1992. . 

BC Transit ridership increases 

Annua l ridership on B C T reached a level' i n 1988-89 second 
only to the exceptionally h i gh level reached i n 1986-87 because 
of Expo 86. Between Apr i l 1988 and M a r c h 1989, 105.6-mfllion 
trips were made on BCT) an increase of 3.6 percent over the 
pre-vious year. Ridership on the SkyTrain l ine was 9 percent 
higher than i n the pre-vious year. 

Annua l Ridership 
•S&ncouver Regional Transit System 
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INFORMATION F R O M T H E " B U Z Z E R , " FORWARDED BY R I C K J E L F S . 

ADDITIONAL NOTES BY PAT SCRIMGEOUR. 
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The Ferrophiliac Column 
Conducted by Just A. Ferronut 
Well, the o ld Ferronut must thank several of our members for 
supplying information to some of his questions. However, i t 
appears that every time one question is answered, several more 
pop up. 

W M l e 1 have been down to Port Dover since my last 
column, and had an interesting conversation there w i th the 
Curator of the Port Dover Harbour Museum, 1 am going to skip 
that town this month. This is part ly because I want to do some 
more research and also because I hear that three railfans have 
been scouting out the railways i n Port Dover; so there may be 
another report. There is however; one request concerning Port 
Dover — the museum wou ld l ike to get a few photos of trains 
i n Port Dover. So the request is, i f you have any such photos 
or negatives and wou ld permit copies for the museum, please 
either contact the museum or the o ld Ferronut at the address 
below. 

In skimming Charles Cooper's book "Rai ls to the Lakes," 
about the Hami l ton and Lake Erie Ra i lway 1 noted the photo 
on page 46 of the shelter at Garnet. U p o n checking, I found 
that this structure is s t i l l located on the north side of the 10th 
Line Road, the first crossroad south of the C N crossing of 
Highway 6 i n Garnet. The shelter is located north of the side 
road, west of Highway 6, i n the farm yard of the Cherricrest 
Farm, wh i ch is the first farm west of the Garnet Uni ted Church. 
It s t i l l looks about the same as it d id i n November 1979. 

Being i n this part of the province, I decided to do some 
checking as to what is s t i l l visible of the C N Port Rowan 
Subdivision. Zig-zagging a long the various side roads, I followed 
the former right-of-way from just west of Vittoria to Port 
Rowan. A hydro power l ine provides a clear marker for this 
route, confinned by numerous remains of the roadbed. Whi le I 
d id not have a l l my homework done .on-the Port Rowan rafl -
facilities, I can report that the lOHyear -o ld freight shed is s t i l l 
i n use as a part of the Doerksen Farm Supplies operations on 
the east side of M a m Street hear Chestnut Street. Other 
structures froih the ra i l era are st i l l clustered' along the o ld 
right-of-way at this location. 

Another t own i n this area that no doubt could be called 
the Station Town is Simcoe. For many years there were at least 
three stations i n this town. Of these stations, the Great Westem 
(Air Line, Wabash, CN) is now, I believe, the fifth station, west 
of Norfolk Street on what is now CN's Cayuga Subdivision. Fires 
i n 1904 and 1930 destroyed the first two. A second station 
location i n the Grand Trunk system was about 1.75 miles south 
of the A i r Line on the Port Dover l ine. Trains on the l ine to Port 
Dover and Port Rowan stopped at this station. The Lake Erie 
and N o i t h e m had a combination passenger station and 
substation i n Simcoe for their interurban l ine. In addit ion, whi le 
I have not been able to locate any record of a station bmld ing 
at Simcoe Junct ion (Loop Line Junction) , the J idy 1908 
International Ra i lway Guide shows at least six (Jrand Trunk 
trains a day stopping at this locat ion as w e l l as Simcoe. There 
was a single-story 14-foot by 18-foot telegraph office at Simcoe 
Junct ion i n 1907. 

Part of the reason for my sojourns i n this part of the 
province is that my l i fe long fr iend Ar t Clowes is compi l ing 
historical data on the Canada Southem Railway, so I have been 
doing a Httle scouting for h im. F rom these trips, I note the o ld 
Mich igan Central station at Waterford is st i l l standing. For the 
real nuts. A r t tells me that y ou can st i l l see the tie daps for the 
o ld water pick-up pans on the Canada Southem about a hal f 
mile east of County Road 24 i n Waterford. Travell ing on north 
on Road 24 i n Mount Pleasant on the west side of the highway 
is the Lake Erie and Northern frame station i n a farmer's front 
yard. This site, I presume, is about one quarter-mile or so from 
its original site, and, except for the missing ta l l chimney and the 
new foundation, i t looks much the same as i n John Mi l l s ' book 

"Traction on The Grand" and i n Norman Helm's "In the Shadow 
of Giants." Wh i ch street was i t on the north side of? 

Anjway, whfle we are ta lk ing of the Canada Southem part 
of the province, let me put a p lug i n here for Art . Art, as I said, 
is compil ing historical data and stories on the Canada Southem 
Rai lway over its 150 years of existence. He is presently just 
cataloguing as much information as he can collect and verify. 
Whether he translates this data into a raflfan-type book he is 
not sure at present. Howevei; he does consider there is a need 
for a reference base. So on this basis, he is asking that anyone 
who has stories or data on the Canada Southem Rai lway that 
they wou ld l ike to contribute to this data base, please contact 
Ar t Clowes, 50 Alexander Street, Apt . 1708, Toronto, Ontario 
M 4 Y 1B6. Also, since I always see Ar t when I am in Toronto, 
any comments, etc. you wou ld hke to send to me or the 
Ferrophiliac Column, just send them to Art 's address. 

Yes, there is more arotmd than just Southem Ontario. 
About mid-July, one of the Rusty Railfans and I headed 
northeast of Toronto to look over some of the long-abandoned 
lines inc luding CN's Coboconk Subdivision. We made a loop 
trip and the fo l lowing comments and questions are from the 
first part of this tr ip. The second part w i l l be i n this co lumn 
next month. 

Our first stop was at Uxbridge. M y records indicate this 
station was part of a substantial Grand Trunk rebui lding 
program i n this town dirring 1903-04. The station setting on a 
concrete foundation w i t h br ick work up to the w indow sflls is 
a frame structure w i t h a 15-1/2-foot pavflion, commonly 
referred to as a "witch's hat," due to its conical roof. The 
station is now a private dweUing, stfll on its original site. 
Except for the s l ight ly brighter shade of paint and a chain l ink 
fence, i t looks about the same as thirty years ago. 

Highway 48 in Sunderland had an interesting creature 
sitt ing i n front of an variety-ice cream store on the east side, 
near the top of the hfl l . It is a Climax-type locomotive, mounted 
on rubber tires. Don't look at me hke that. Honest, I saw it on 
two different occasions this summer. I don't know any of the 
background on i t other that i t appears that i t was designed to 
operate on steam power. It has a steering wheel connected to 
the front wheels. The gear box from the steam pistons is tied 
into the rear driv ing axle on this dual-axle beast. Come on fans, 
f i l l us i n on the details. 

Next tovyn, next mystery. Cannington, on the o ld C N 
Coboconk Subdivision. There is a station and caboose i n the 
Cannington Area Centennial Park i n the south east section of 
this vi l lage. What is the history of the station? Charles Cooper 
i n his book "Narrow Gauge For U s " has a photo on page 123 
of the Cannington Station. The caption indicates that i t burned 
to the gro imd i n 1968. Grand Trunk's inventory indicates this 
station was bui l t i n 1886 and was i n fair condit ion i n 1907. I 
wou ld say the present structure is smaller than the above one. 
It has a covered baggage cart area at one end. The second 
artifact at this site is ex-CN caboose 78661 (as listed i n the 
By town Ra i lway Society's "Canadian Trackside Guide" ) . This 
wooden caboose w i t h an end cupola was rebuilt i n 1948. It 
has had i t sides covered w i t h p lywood and presently is i n need 
of a rai lway logo a n d markings. 

So, as we leave Cannington and head northward, I am 
going to take a break from these jottings. Next month we wf l l 
continue our tour as weU as pass on any other titbits that come 
our way. It is going to take you to make this column, so don't 
hesitate to send your comments, questions, or what-have-you to 
either the Newsletter Ed i to r the Society's mai l ing address, or to 
myself at A r f s Toronto address. 

A late i tem and a reminder. It is noted that the remaining 
brick wal ls of the T H & B station at Market Street, Brantford has 
a new sign announcing that a "Iron Horse" restaurant vri l l open 
i n this structure i n the fa l l of 1990. This no doubt a spin-off 
effect of the new Telecommunications Museum that is presendy 
under construction i n the o ld Massey p lant a ha l f a block north. 
The reminder is to those who collect t ra in orders: they are fast 
disappearing and it looks l ike the last ones i n Canada w i l l be 
issued about the end of the year. 
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UCRS AND OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
Edited by Ed Campbell 

Friday September 15 - U C R S regular Toronto meeting, at the 
Toronto Board of Educat ion, 6fh floor auditorium, on College 
Street at McCau l , 7:30 p.m. Bob M c M a i m w i l l review the debut 
of the Canadian Light Ra i l Vehicles i n Tororito 10 years ago. 

Friday September 22 . - U C R S regular Hami l ton, meeting, 8:00 
p.m. at the Hami l t on Spectator auditorium, 44 Fr id Street, just 
off M a i n Street at H ighway 403 . GO buses from Oakvil le and 
Toronto stop nearby and,parking is available. The strike at the 
Spectator has been settled, and the U C R S meetings w i l l 
continue as, .usual. 

Saturday September 23 - Rai l fan Rambler bus trip to the 
Kawartha area, visit ing stations and rai lway right-of-way, leaving 
from Toronto Un i o n Stat ion at 8:00 a.m. The fare is $35.00 
C$40.00 after September 16). For information or to reserve 
space, contact Kingfisher Promotions, P.O. Box 248, Station M , 
Toronto, Ontario M 6 S 4T3, 416/462-4594. 

Sunday September 2 4 — Another Rai l fan Rambler bus trip is 
planned, to tour stations i n the vicinity of Gait, Brantford, and 
Hami l ton . If you are interested, please contact Kingfisher 
Promotions at the above address. 

Sruiday October 1 - UCRS/TTS day trip to the Ha l ton County 
Rad ia l Ra i lway museum i n Rockwood for their fa l l 
extravaganza. The trip w i l l also stop at locations a long the way 
for rai lway photography. The fare is $35.00 ($30.00 for 
children). For tickets, send a cheque or money order to the 
UCRS at 5 Vradenberg Drive, Scarborough, Ontario M I T 1M5 . 

Simday October 1 - CPR 1201 steam excursion "The Autumn 
l ^ l e y Express" from Ottawa to Pembroke and return. Tickets 
are $55.00. The tra in leaves Ottawa at 09:00 and arrives at 
Pembroke at 13:00, departs at 15:00 and arrives back at 
Ottawa at 19:00. For enquiries, contact the Bytown Ra i lway 
Society, EO. Box 141, Stat ion A, Ottawa, Ontario K I N 8V1 . 

WHAT THE STAMP DOESN'T TELL YOU 
Forwarded by Just A. Ferronut 

WhUe most people don't have ca l l to use $2.00 stamps very 
often, you may be interested to k n o w that Canada's present 
stamp of that denomination shows a rendering of the west 
elevation (side) of the colossal CPR station at McAdam, New 
Brunswick. This stamp was issued by Canada Post on May 5, 
1989 and was designed by a Montrealer using a computer. To 
perhaps put this station and hence the stamp in'perspective, the 
fo l lowing is a story carried i n the weekly Bugle from the nearby 
town of Woodstock, i n its February 22, 1984 issue, as one of 
the stories printed dur ing that year as part of the province's b i 
centennial celebrations. 

The McAdam Station: Miss Quinn's Preserve 

' W h e n the first passenger t ra in ran between Montrea l and Saint 
John over the Canadian Pacific Railway's new short l ine through 
Maine i n 1889, a reporter for the Saint J o h n Globe was among 
the enthusiastic crowd on board. 

"The tr ip was a most enjoyable one," he wrote. "A l l the 
passengers were thoroughly delighted w i t h i t . " 

But • this was i n the ba lmy days of June. In winter; a 
traveller's perspective could be different. Stranded i n Mc Adam 

Saturdav October 7 - U C R S day trip to ride the R.M.S. 
"Segwim" from Gravenhurst. Three meals are included i n the 
ticket price, inc lud ing a large Thanskgiving turkey dinner. The 
all-inclusive price is $100.00, inc luding transportation from 
Toronto. For reservations, send a cheque or money order to the 
UC RS at 5 Vradenberg Drive, Scarborough, Ontario M I T I M S . 

Fridav October 20 - UCRS regular Toronto meeting, at the 
Toronto Board of Educat ion, 6 th floor auditorium, on College 
Street at McCau l , 7:30 p.m. B i l l Robinson of Wilmette, Illinois, 
w i l l present a slide programme o n Canadian railways from the 
1940s to more recent times, inc lud ing a visit to Newfoundland 
i n 1947. 

Saturday October 21 - Toronto Transportation Society Annua l 
Slide Sale and Swap Day. From 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. at the 
Toronto Press Club, 5 Wellesley Street West. Admission is 
$2.00. Dealers are welcome. 

.Friday. October 27 - U C R S regular Hami l t on meeting, 8:00 
p.m. at the Hami l t on Spectator auditor ium. 

Fridav November 17 - U C R S regular Toronto meeting, at the 
Toronto Board of Educat ion, 6 th floor auditorium, on College 
Street at McCau l , 7:30 p.m. J o i n us for another of Dave 
Spaulding's popular presentations on Canadian rai lway stations, 
amny of wh i ch have since vanished. 

Fr idav November 24 - UCRS regular Hami l ton meeting, 8:00 
p.m. at the Hami l ton Spectator auditor ium. 

Saturday.: December . -2 UCRS/TTS Toronto Suburban 
Thristrftaf^Tour. This bus tr ip-VTl l four the outskirts of Toronto: 
rai lway yards, GO Transit operations, transit facilities, and photo 
stops. Details and ticket prices w i l l be announced i n the 
October Newsletter. 

.<v<:>" 
for nine hours by an 1894 bl izzard, another passenger used 
poetry to vent his frustration: 

W i th saddened face and battered hat 
and eyes that to ld of b lank despair 
o n wooden bench the traveller sat 
Cursing the fate that brought h im there... 

Then, for emphasis, he added: 
I hope i n he l l their souls may dwe l l ' ' 
who first invented M c A d a m Junct ion 

The "inventors" of M c A d a m were, i n fact, the founders of 
two early railways - the New Brunswick and Canada road, 
wh i ch ran north-south, and the European and Nor th American 
track, wh i ch ran east-west. The two lines intersected at 
McAdam, whose namesake was J o h n McAdam, an Irish-bom 
lumberman turned pol i t ic ian. 

By 1900 i t was clear that M c A d a m was evolving into a 
major rai lway centre. Accordingly the CPR, wh i ch had taken 
over the early roads that year; elected to put up a n improved 
station i n the vil lage. 

Designed i n the CPR's "chateau" style and built of local 
granite, i t became, i n time, just about the busiest bui ld ing i n 
New Brunswick. 

This is difficult to imagine today when most passenger 
trains have gone the way of the passenger pigeon. But for 
several decades i n the first hal f of this century the McAdam 
station represented a l l that was exciting, elegant, worldly, and 
sophisticated about life beyond the villages and towns of New 

•Brunswick. 
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Now this is quite a mouthful to utter about a mere railway 

station, but consider the assorted amenities of this one after 
additions were made in 1910-11. 

It had, of course, the usual separate men's and women's 
waiting rooms, a functional lunch covmter, and, because it was 
just five miles from the Maine border, a customs and 
immigration office. It even had police quarters and a small jaU 
for travelling miscreants. 

But the elements that made it more than an ordinary 
railway station were the fine dining room downstairs and the 
comfortable 17-room hotel on the second floor. 

This was an era when service was paramount, and the way 
to achieve it was by maintaining strict standards. At McAdam 
station no one better personified this adherence to standards 
and order than Miss Edith Quinn. 

Miss Quirm was matron in charge of 28 young women who 
worked in the dining room and hotel, and she ran the railway 
equivalent of a tight ship. The girls lived in two dormitories on 
the station's third floor. Miss Quirm's room was at the top of 
the stairs, and from there she ruled the roost, maintaining 
discipline and ensuring that her 10:00 p.m. curfew wasn't 
violated. 

In the dining room. Miss Quiim insisted that water glasses 
always had to be placed precisely at the tip of the knifes on the 
tables and filled exactly three-quarters full. This kind of 
fastidiousness may not always have pleased the matron's high-
spirited charges, but it made dining at the McAdam station a 
rather splendid experience. 

During its heyday in the '20s, '30s and '40s, the station was 
a vibrant place. 

"It was so active, I loved it," remembered Stella Green of 
Montreal, who once worked at the station's newsstand. 

W.A. (Bill) Redstone, an ex-CPR telegrapher who wrote a 
history of McAdam, recalled that even on the midnight to 8:00 
a.m. "third trick," the pace of work was so frantic he rarely had 
time for sustenance. "I carried my lunch with me," he said, "and 
I got to eat it probably about one night out of the week •'' 

Eventually, 16 passenger trains a day passed through 
McAdam - locals bound for St. Stephen, St. Andrews, Saint 
John, Woodstock, Edmundston, and Brownville Junction, Maine, 
and the long-distance trains headed for Halifax, Montreal andi 
Boston. To the McAdam villagers, 650 of whom worked for the 
CPR, it seemed as though the passenger train whistles would 
echo forever in their midst. 

They didn't, of course. The last two passenger trains were 
taken off in 1981. A bugler standing on the station platform 
blew taps. By then, the CPR had only a handful of employees 
left in McAdam. 

The station has since been designated as a national historic 
site, as befits a building that was once so teeming and vital. 
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But it is steady decay, and all the little flourishes, including 
the window boxes that once furnished fresh flowers for the 
dining room tables are long gone. Miss Edith Quinn would 
certainly not approve. 
FOOTNOTE: This station has seen a few more years of 
passenger trains, with the return of the ATLANTIC LIMITED 
between Montreal and Saint John on June 1, 1985. As 1989 
trundles along, the A H A N T I C is one of the trains rumoured to 
be on the hit list of VIA trains to be cut. 

On a lighter note, my friend "Loco," being from Woodstock, 
tells of his train trips to Saint John as a young lad of six or 
eight. Besides his comments about how busy the station always 
seemed to him, he felt confused for quite a number of trips, by 
the fact that his train to Saint John left McAdam headed back 
in the same northerly direction that the train froiri Woodstock 
came from to the station. It was only later that lie realized the 
junction at McAdam was a very flat "X." The line to Saint John 
leaves the station heading northward, but curves to the east, 
and eventually to the southeast. On the south end of the 
station, the same thing happens. One track heads for St. 
Stephen and St. Andrews, and the second southward track 
swings to the west towards Maine and Brownville Junction. 

Rail and Trucking Competition to be Intensified 
"Free trade will greatiy intensify competition in Canada between 
rail and trucking," and theie will be more competition between 
Canadian and American carriers in both of these modes, 
according to Ronald Lawless, president and chief executive 
officer, Canadian National Railways. 

In a speech to the Canadian Institute of Traffic and 
Transportation in Vancouver, Mr. Lawless said that CN will be 
bidding "more aggressively than ever" for trans-border freight 
business. He challenged the assumption that manufactured 
goods-the less bulky products on which tariffs are to be 
eliminated-will move across the Canada-U.S. border by truck. 
"All 1 can say as a railway man is, don't bet on it." Mr. Lawless 
observed that free trade and deregulation of the transportation 
sector are similar in that both initiatives are "partly designed to 
give Canadian firms a cold shower in the interests of making 
them more competitive." Furthermore, "anything that 
strengthens the Canadian economy in the long run will be good 
for the carriers, as long as they are sufficiendy efficient and 
productive to take advantage of it." 

Canadian carriers must emphasize service quality and become 
more iimovative in designing transportation packages that meet 
the needs of individual shippers. "It's vital to keep transportation 
costs as low as they can possibly be," Mr. Lawless added. 

- C N "Movin" 

. ^•r^¥fj . 

PRINTED MATTER 

NEWS MAGAZINE 
PLEASE DELIVER 

PROMPTLY 


