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CNR M e a f o r d S t a t i o n and y a r d , l o o k i n g e a s t , c i r c a 1907, i n Grand Trunk Ry. 
days. Note the f r e i g h t shed, l e f t , s t i l l e x t a n t i n 1986; the s t a t i o n was 
removed i n the e a r l y 1960s, a f t e r the end o f p a s s e n g e r s e r v i c e . T h i s view 
was t a k e n from an a d j a c e n t g r a i n e l e v a t o r , which b u r n e d down i n 1915. 
— D o n McCartney c o l l e c t i o n 

NFTA's r e c e n t l y - o p e n d South Campus LRT S t a t i o n , l o c a t e d on the e a s t s i d e o f 
Main S t . . B u f f a l o . Note the s e m i - c i r c u l a r bus roadway, the g l a s s canopy o v e r 
the u n l o a d i n g a r e a , and the U n i v e r s i t y b u i l d i n g s , b a c k g r o u n d . ttyrc, nhntn 

A two-car t r a i n o f NFTA's Tokyu Car Co. LRVs a w a i t s p a s s e n g e r s a t South 
Campus S t a t i o n a f t e r a r r i v i n g from downtown. T h i s s t a t i o n f e a t u r e s a s e t o f 
t a i l t r a c k s f o r the s t o r a g e o f c a r s n o r t h o f the p l a t f o r m s . NFTA photo 
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Foundation for the Future... 
Forward to the 2Ist Century 

The Niagara Frontier Transportat ion Author i ty 

Cordially Invites You to 

T h e G r a n d O p e n i n g of the 
M E T R O R A I L S Y S T E M 

a n d the 
D O W N T O W N P E D E S T R I A N M A L L 

Saturday, November 29, 1986 
Ceremonies begin at the 

SOUTH CAMPUS STATION 
10:00 A . M . 

FREE METRO RAIL RIDES - NOV. 29TH & 30TH 
(SATURDAY FROM 11:00 A . M . TO 6:00 P.M. • SUNDAY FROM 11:00 A . M . TO 5:00 P.M.J 
ENTERTAINMENT IN ALL UNDERGROUND STATIONS - NOV. 29TH 
(SATURDAY FROM 10:00 - 1:00 P.M.) 
FREE PARKING AT THE SOUTH CAMPUS STATION'S 
PARK & RIDE FACILITY 

BE A PART OF T H E FUTURE! 

M«.»j«->i-»M-:-:-K«:. 

OUFFALO: 

METRO RAIL 
TO 

SOUTH 
CAMPUS 

On Saturday, November 29, 1986, the Niagara F r o n t i e r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y , B u f f a l o , New York, 
o f f i c i a l l y opened i t s M e t r o R a i l L i g h t R a i l T r a n s i t l l n e _ t o _ S o u t h Campus_Statipn,^ marking the 
completion of the 74 yeu.r,-$5291000,W0'Tix)j'e6tr Ceremoniesa^t'ended by l o c a l . S t a t e and F e d e r a l 
o f f i c i a l s , were h e l d i n s i d e the South Campus S t a t i o n , commencing at 10:00 a.m. Among the guests 
were Don Morton, General M a n a g e r — E n g i n e e r i n g & C o n s t r u c t i o n , Toronto T r a n s i t Commission, and 
Ken Knight, M a n a g e r — C o n s t r u c t i o n , TTC, As NFTA's f i r s t Metro C o n s t r u c t i o n Manager, from 1973 to 
1980, Ken had p l a y e d a key r o l e i n g e t t i n g the p r o j e c t underway. A l s o p r e s e n t were UCRS members 
Ted Wickson and John Thompson, 
This was the second opening w i t h i n a year and a h a l f f o r the NFTA; e a r l i e r , i n May, 1985, the 
A u t h o r i t y had opened the M e t r o R a i l l i n e from Memorial A u d i t o r i u m , i n downtown B u f f a l o , f o r a 
di s t a n c e of some f i v e m i l e s to Amherst S t a t i o n , at Main and Amherst S t s . The South Campus 
s e c t i o n b r i n g s NFTA's s l e e k LRVs another 14 m i l e s , t o the v i c i n i t y of the C i t y L i n e . Opening 
of the l i n e was delayed f o r approximately a year due to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the L a S a l l e S t a t i o n , 
midway between South Campus and Amherst S t a t i o n s . L a S a l l e S t a t i o n was d e l e t e d i n 1982 i n order 
to p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g f o r the downtown t r a n s i t m a l l ; e v e n t u a l l y , f o l l o w i n g strenuous 
p r o t e s t s from l o c a l r e s i d e n t s , i t was r e s t o r e d . 
The theme of the opening ceremonies f o l l o w e d the u s u a l format o f such events, w i t h the v a r i o u s 
speakers r e c a l l i n g the long, hard s t r u g g l e to get the p r o j e c t completed, and e x p r e s s i n g 
optimism f o r the b e n e f i t s t h a t i t would b r i n g to the r e s i d e n t s of the Niagara F r o n t i e r . The need 
f o r e x t e n s i o n s to the b a s i c 'core' system was a l s o s t r e s s e d . A commemorative plaque was then 
u n v e i l e d , f o l l o w i n g which the guests boarded a s p e c i a l t r a i n f o r L a S a l l e S t a t i o n , where another 
plaque was d e d i c a t e d . A non-stop run was made to A u d i t o r i u m S t a t i o n , l o c a t e d b eside Memorial 
A u d i t o r i u m . Here, the guests d e t r a i n e d f o r a luncheon i n the Aud Club. 
South Campus S t a t i o n i s l o c a t e d on the grounds of the S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , As the photo on page 2 
i n a i c a t e s , i t i s an unusual s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t Into the n a t u r a l contours or the ground. I t i s 
the o n l y NFTA underground s t a t i o n which l a c k s an i n t e r m e d i a t e mezzanine l e v e l ; passengers 
descend d i r e c t l y from s t r e e t l e v e l to p l a t f o r m l e v e l . South Campus i s l o c a t e d near the i n t e r ­
s e c t i o n of Main S t . and Niagara F a l l s B l v d . , i n an area of s i n g l e f a m i l y homes d a t i n g c h i e f l y 
from the i n t e r w a r y e a r s . A s h o r t d i s t a n c e from the r a p i d t r a n s i t s t a t i o n , at Main and Kenmore, 
i s Windermere Loop, used by the 8-Main s t r e e t c a r s o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Railway Company u n t i l 
1950. 
Both South Campus and L a S a l l e S t a t i o n s are c e n t r e p l a t f o r m s t a t i o n s , w i t h curved w a l l s 
r e m i n i s c e n t of the T T C s U n i v e r s i t y Avenue Subway. The o u t e r 3.5 m i l e s of the M e t r o R a i l l i n e 
were bored through rock; the remaining subway s e c t i o n , to the p o r t a l at Tupper S t . , used the 
out-and-cover c o n s t r u c t i o n method. An i n s p e c t i o n of the L a S a l l e S t a t i o n r e v e a l e d t h a t there 
are s t i l l a few f i n i s h i n g touches to be completed, such as i n s t a l l a t i o n of some w a l l panels. 
Revenue o p e r a t i o n s t r a i g h t through to South Campus had a c t u a l l y commenced on Nov. 10. The 
South Campus S t a t i o n i s expected to generate a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n r i d e r s h i p , due to the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f Park and Ride l o t s on the U n i v e r s i t y grounds beside the s t a t i o n . 
On the 1.2-mile downtown t r a n s i t m a l l . North America's l o n g e s t , workmen are p u t t i n g the l a s t 

Text continues P.6 
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1987 FARES, PLEASE... by Sandy Worthen 
G e n e r a l l y , November i.s that time of year when urban t r a n s i t agencies preview changes in f a r e s 
f o r the forthcoming year, and f o r Toronto and Montreal t h i s past November was no e.xei'ption. 
Toronto T r a n s i t Commission patrons read Mi c h a e l Smith and Dana F l a v e l l e ' s Nov. 29 Ttironto STAR 
re p o r t w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n , g e n e r a l l y , f o r the TTC's proposed i n c r e a s e averages out to plus 3.37%, 
not an e.xcessive i n c r e a s e . TTC's 1987 budget of $489 m i l l i o n , t a b l e d f o r approval on Dec. 1, 
p o s t u l a t e d a t o t a l of 442 m i l l i o n r i d e r s i n 1987. Recommended fa r e i n c r e a s e s i n c l u d e a r i s e i n 
a d u l t t i c k e t and token p r i c e s from f i v e f o r $4 to s i x f o r $5. S i n g l e fare? 83.33C, up from 80?. 
Cash f a r e at $1 per r i d e won't change, nor w i l l the s u c c e s s f u l "two-for-one" f a r e , being two 
t i c k e t s f o r $1.90. 
Se n i o r s and student.s no doubt w U l l o b j e c t m i l d l y to the i n c r e a s e , from the f i v e f o r $2 l e v e l to 
one of s i x f o r $2.50. C h i l d r e n ' s t i c k e t s w i l l be 5? more expen.sive, from f o u r f o r $1 to f o u r f o r 
$1.05. METROPASS, a d u l t , w i l l cost $43.26 i n 1987, as a g a i n s t $41.50 i n 1986, w i t h s e n i o r s ' 
.METROPASS up a d o l l a r , from $27.25 to $28.25. 
As r a t i f i e d by the TTC, o r d i n a r y TTC f a r e s took e f f e c t on Jan. 5. .METROPASS increa.ses w i l l apply 
on and a f t e r Feb. 1. 19 86. TTC t i c k e t s are b e i n g accepted without p e n a l t y u n t i l Jan. 31, a f t e r 
which an e x t r a 5? w i l l apply, u n t i l March 31. A f t e r t h a t , 1986 t i c k e t s may be exchanged f o r cash. 
As might have been^e.spected, anyond whom tlie STAR " r e p o r t e r s - a s k e j l - s a i d tb_a.t _ t h e ^ i p c r c a s e was "too 
much"..But A l Cormier, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of the Canadian Urban T r a n s i t A s s o c i a t i o n , b e l i e v e s t h a t 
the TTC Is u n l i k e l y to lose any r i d e r s . The TTC's a d u l t cash f a r e i s the same as that i n Calgary, 
Edmonton and Montreal. I t i s h i g h e r than i n Winnipeg (85?) and. Hamilton (95?), but these c i t i e s 
have bus-only systems. A monthly pass on the TTC (METROPASS) i s the second most expensive 
t a r i f f i n Canada, a f t e r Vancouver, which charges $46/month, w i t h an a d u l t cash f a r e of ,$1.15. 
1986 p r e d i c t i o n s f o r e c a s t e d a t o t a l of 437 m i l l i o n TTC r i d e r s , but i n d i c a t i o n s are t h a t the 
grand t o t a l w i l l be c l o s e r to 438 m i l l i o n . On Nov. 21, 1986, the TTC c a r r i e d 1.639 m i l l i o n 
r i d e r s , s e t t i n g a new one-day r e c o r d . T h i s represented the f o u r t h time t h a t year t h a t the one-
day t o t a l exceeded the 1.6 m i l l i o n r i d e r mark. P r e d i c t e d o p e r a t i n g c o s t s i n 1987 w i l l r i s e by 
$28.2 m i l l i o n , l e s s than 1986's f o r e c a s t e d $35 m i l l i o n i n c r e a s e . E.eason? For one t h i n g , lower 
o i l p r i c e s , s a v i n g $1 m i l l i o n . 
Wheel-Trans, TTC's s e r v i c e f o r p h y s i c a l l y d i s a b l e d customers, w i l l need a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e 
i n 1987 funding. Manager Alan Hewson s a i d . T h i s year, the s e r v i c e w i l l cost $15 m i l l i o n to 
operate, up from 1986's $11 m i l l i o n , and w i l l c a r r y an e s t i m a t e d 527,000 r i d e r s . 
In Quebec, Transport M i n i s t e r Marc-Yvon Cote was quoted i n Lew H a r r i s ' Montreal GAZETTE r e p o r t 
(Nov. 19, 1986) as s t a t i n g t h a t there would be no immediate cut i n p r o v i n c i a l s u b s i d i e s to the 
MOCTC (Montreal Urban Community T r a n s i t Commission) and e i g h t o t h e r mass t r a n s i t systems i n 
Quebec. Therefore, these commissions would not be i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r f a r e s i n 1987. This r e p r e s e n t s 
a p o l i c y r e v e r s a l , as i t had been intended to t r i m p r o v i n c i a l s u b s i d i e s by $18 m i l l i o n , which 
would have t r a n s f e r r e d the s h o r t f a l l to r i d e r s . Mr. Cote remarked t h a t he was sure t h a t Premier 
Robert Bourassa would approve the p o l i c y change on Dec. 2. As one Montreal c i t i z e n remarked, 
"He'd b e t t e r ; " 
The 1986 MUCTC budget t o t a l l e d about $479 m i l l i o n . Users p a i d 45%, the Quebec government 
n e a r l y 33%—about $157 m i l l i o n — a n d the Montreal Urban Community the r e s t . Cote's reassurance 
t h a t the p r o v i n c e would pro v i d e at l e a s t $157 m i l l i o n p l e a s e d Robert P e r r a u l t , Chairman of the 
MUCTC: "The M i n i s t e r hasn't g i v e n us a d e f i n i t e answer to the e f f e c t t h a t s u b s i d i e s w i l l never 
be cut, but I t h i n k t h a t he showed a great deal of open mindness r e g a r d i n g our problems". As i n 
many o t h e r Canadian c i t i e s , the c o s t of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and the j u s t i f i c a t i o n of f a r e 
i n c r e a s e s a n n u a l l y are very s e n s i t i v e i s s u e s , p o l i t i c a l l y . 

Cover: A CNR suburban e l e c t r i c MU t r a i n s e t approaches Ste. Dorothee S t a t i o n a f t e r c r o s s i n g the 
Des P r a i r i e s R i v e r ( n o r t h shore of Montreal I s l a n d ) . Jan. 2, 1976. „ , , 

' ' — T e d Wickson 



M e t r o R a i l t r a c k m a p 

drawn : Gordon J. Thompson 

CetfrZ<i:f)- , 
Z"oZ Zo .rc**Z^Z 
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b i t s o f work i n t o the s i x s u r f a c e s t a t i o n s and the l a n d s c a p i n g on the a d j o i n i n g m a i l . These 
s t a t i o n s , l o c a t e d at each s i d e o f the 100-foot wide t h o r o u g h f a r e , p r e s e n t a uni q u e , almost 
V i c t o r i a n appearance, w i t h t h e i r dark green framework and g l a s s p a n e l l i n g ; they almost l o o k 
l i k e something one might see i n B r i g h t o n o r B l a c k p o o l , England. The s t a t i o n s f e a t u r e both h i g h 
and low l e v e l l o a d i n g . Seneca S t a t i o n , the f i r s t s top n o r t h o f A u d i t o r i u m S t a t i o n , i s j u s t a 
s h o r t walk west of Amtrak's Exchange S t r e e t S t a t i o n , s e r v e d by the MAPLE LEAF and two o t h e r d a i l y 
t r a i n s . A new b a s e b a l l stadium i s c u r r e n t l y under c o n s t r u c t i o n j u s t e a s t o f Seneca S t a t i o n , and 
t h i s s h o u l d generate a s u b s t a n t i a l number o f r i d e r s f o r M e t r o R a i l . 
For the moment, r a p i d t r a n s i t c o n s t r u c t i o n has ended i n B u f f a l o , and f o r a v a r i e t y o f reasons 
appears u n l i k e l y t o resume i n the near f u t u r e . Two e x t e n s i o n s have been proposed; t o the Nor t h 
Campus of the S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 6.1 m i l e s f u r t h e r n o r t h , i n the Town o f Amherst; and to Nor t h 
Tonawanda, 6.4 m i l e s t o the northwest. A c e r t a i n amount of p l a n n i n g has been performed on bot h 
e x t e n s i o n s ; i n d i c a t i o n s are t h a t the Amherst E x t e n s i o n would be b u i l t f i r s t , as t h i s was to be 
the o r i g i n a l t e r m i n u s o f the l i n e u n t i l r i s i n g c o s t s c u t i t back to South Campus. The Tonawandas 
E x t e n s i o n would l i k e l y be cheaper t o c o n s t r u c t , due to the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f an abandoned E r i e R.R. 
r i g h t - o f - w a y , and NFTA has a l r e a d y b u i l t a t u r n o u t from the Main S t r e e t subway t o l i n k up w i t h 
t h i s l i n e . 
However, the F e d e r a l Government, which g e n e r a l l y p r o v i d e s 80% o f c o n s t r u c t i o n f u n d i n g f o r r a p i d • 
t r a n s i t p r o j e c t s , has gone on r e c o r d as b e i n g r e l u c t a n t t o fund f u r t h e r a c t i v i t y i n B u f f a l o . 
R i d e r s h i p on the M e t r o R a i l l i n e has been o n l y about h a l f o f t h a t which was p r e d i c t e d 10 y e a r s 
ago, due p a r t l y to low g a s o l i n e p r i c e s , a d e c l i n e i n the area's p o p u l a t i o n , and the ready 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f cheap p a r k i n g downtown. As a r e s u l t , the o p e r a t i n g d e f i c i t s o f the l i n e have 
been p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y h i g h , and b o t h NFTA and the l o c a l governments are u n d e r s t a n d a b l y r e l u c t a n t 
to add t o them through c o n s t r u c t i o n o f an e x t e n s i o n u n t i l an ass u r e d s o u r c e o f f u n d i n g i s 
o b t a i n e d . P a r t o f the problem, a c c o r d i n g t o the B u f f a l o NEWS, i s t h a t the NFTA, u n l i k e most 
t r a n s i t a u t h o r i t i e s , i s a s t a t e agency, and a c c o r d i n g l y E r i e County has not f e l t o b l i g a t e d t o 
i n c r e a s e i t s s hare o f NFTA f u n d i n g , d e s p i t e the d i r e f i n a n c i a l s t r a i t s o f the agency. As 
u s u a l , though, i t i s the t r a n s i t p a t r o n who s u f f e r s from t h i s p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . D a i l y 
r i d e r s h i p f o r the Amherst E x t e n s i o n i s p r e d i c t e d at about 21,000 p a t r o n s , about 16,000 o f whom 
would be s t u d e n t s t r a v e l l i n g between the two campuses. 
For the time b e i n g , NFTA w i l l have to be co n t e n t w i t h r u n n i n g i t s p r e s e n t M e t r o R a i l , i n a manner 
which has drawn h i g h p r a i s e from many q u a r t e r s . The c a r s and s t a t i o n s have been kept e x c e p t i o n a l l y 
c l e a n and crime f r e e , due to the presence o f armed p o l i c e o f f i c e r s throughout the system, and the 
LRVs have proven t o be v e r y dependable v e h i c l e s . H o p e f u l l y , as g a s o l i n e becomes more s c a r c e and 
ex p e n s i v e , i n common w i t h downtown p a r k i n g , Metro R a i l patronage w i l l i n c r e a s e s u b s t a n t i a l l y , 
making the case f o r e x t e n s i o n s even s t r o n g e r , and N i a g a r a F r o n t i e r r e s i d e n t s and t h e i r e l e c t e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w i l l r e a l i z e what a v a l u a b l e a s s e t t h e i r LRT l i n e a c t u a l l y i s . 

Comparing the Extensions 

Existing 
line Amherst 

Tona­
wanda 

Miles 6.4 6.1 6.4 

Stations 14 9 11 

Dally 20,000 to 
passengers* 23,000 21,500 10,200 

Construction 
c o s t " $529 mil. $391 m i l . " $205 mil.* 

Annual oper­
ating deficit $8.5 mil. $4.5 mil. $5.1 mil. 

*Year 2000 
SOURCE: NFTA 

'1985 dollars 

SKYTRAIN PHASE I I (SURREY EXTENSION) PROGRESS REPORT (AS OF SEPT. 30, 1986) 
— G u i d e w a y and S t a t i o n — N e w Westminster: Land a c q u i s i t i o n s , d e m o l i t i o n s and u t i l i t y r e l o c a t i o n s 
a r e p r o c e e d i n g on sc h e d u l e . C o n s t r u c t i o n o f the guideway s t r u c t u r e and th e 4 t h S t r e e t S t a t i o n 
i s s c h e d u l e d t o b e g i n e a r l y next s p r i n g . C o n s t r u c t i o n o f the New Westminster approach t o the 
F r a s e r R i v e r S k y t r a i n B r i d g e i s s c h e d u l e d t o b e g i n i n e a r l y 1988. 
— F r a s e r R i v e r S k y t r a i n B r i d g e : C o n s t r u c t i o n began i n e a r l y September and i s p r o c e e d i n g on 
sc h e d u l e , w i t h c o m p l e t i o n s c h e d u l e d f o r the e a r l y f a l l o f 1988. 
— G u i d e w a y and S t a t i o n — S u r r e y ; The Park and Ride component of the S c o t t Road S t a t i o n s i t e was 
completed e a r l y t h i s y e a r and used d u r i n g EXPO '86, w i t h s h u t t l e buses to S k y t r a i n i n New 
Westm i n s t e r . Land a c q u i s i t i o n s , s t a t i o n and guideway de s i g n s are p r o c e e d i n g on s c h e d u l e . 
C o n s t r u c t i o n o f the S u r r e y B r i d g e approach, guideway s t r u c t u r e and S c o t t Road S t a t i o n i s 
s c h e d u l e d t o b e g i n i n the l a t e summer and f a l l o f 198Y. 
T r a i n s are s c h e d u l e d f o r t e s t i n g and commissioning i n l a t e 1989. G e n e r a l l y , a l l elements o f the 
S u r r e y E x t e n s i o n are p r o c e e d i n g on s c h e d u l e . ^ ^ T r a n s i t r e l e a s e 
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Canada's passenger rail network 
CANADIAN PASSENGER RAIL SPEED--1986 

(Hr s . - M i n s . ) 

by R i c h a r d C a r r o l l BASED ON TIMETABLES IN EFFECT 
OCT. 26, 19 86 

Route C u r r e n t B e s t Time B e s t E v e r ( I s t Y r . ) C u r r e n t B e s t Bus 
H a l i f a x - S y d n e y 6-45 6-40 (1985) (V) 5-30 
H a l i f a x - M o n c t o n 4-04 3-56 (1984) (V) 3-40 
Monoton-St. John 1-40 1-40 (1985) (V) 1-50 
Moncton-Campbellton 3-30 3-30 (1986) (V) 6-30 
Moncton-Mtl. 15-35 C D 14-40 (1967) (2) 15-00 
S t . J o h n - M t l . 15-35 12-35 (1979) (V) 14-05 
M t l . - S h e r b r o o k e 2-10 1-59 (1965) 2-00 
Mtl.-Quebec C i t y 3-05 C3) 2-59 C1966) 2-50 
M t l . - M t . J o l i 6-55 (4) 6-50 (1985) (V) (4) 8-05 
Mtl.-New York C i t y 9-13 (5) 8-20 (1979) (A) 7-55 
Mtl.-Ottawa 1-59 1-49 (1975) (6) 2-10 
Toronto-Ottawa 3-59 3-59 (1984) (V) 4-30 

(7) Toronto-Tlmmins 11-00 10-05 (1978) 10-15 (7) 
Toronto-Sudbury 6-35 5-45 (1964) 4-55 
T o r o n t o - S a r n i a 3-04 3-01 (1968) 4-40 
Toronto-Windsor 4-00 . 3-45 (1973) 4-50 
Toronto-Chicago 10-10 10-00 (1963) 12-05 
Toronto-New York C i t y 11-05 11-00 (1937) 10-40 

(9) T o r o n t o - M t l . 4-30 3-59 (1968) (8) 5-55 (9) 
Thunder Bay-Winnipeg 9-05 8-15 (1970) 9-10 
R e g i n a - C a l g a r y 9-20 8-50 (1962) 9-45 
Saskatoon-Edmonton 6-30 5-45 (1968) 6-35 
Edmonton-Jasper 5-20 4-25 (1970) 4-25 
Notes 
(A) B e s t e v e r time f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d by Amtrak. (V) B e s t ever time f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d by VIA. 
(1) v i a Campbellton (2) v i a Edmunds con (3) Summer t i m e t a b l e f e a t u r e d b e s t run of 3 h r s . 2 
mins., c l o s e l y a p p r o a c h i n g b e s t ever o f 2-59. (4) Not a through t r a i n , change r e q u i r e d at 
Charny; b e s t time ever f o r through t r a i n i s 7 h r s . 35 mins., e s t a b l i s h e d by VIA i n 1979. 
(5) To/from C e n t r a l S t a t i o n , new t h i s y e a r v i a P l a t t s b u r g h . summer t i m e t a b l e f e a t u r e d b e s t run 
of 8 h r s . , 27 mins., .using T u r b o l i n e r equipment; -t-h-i-s c l o s e l y approa-ch.ed-be..s-t-ever of - 8-20 . 
(6) CN T u r b o T r a i n — t h i s equipment was used from August 1974 to September 1975 on t h i s r o u t e . 
(7) T r i p time of 9 h r s . , 45 mins. i s p o s s i b l e by changing bus, t o an e x p r e s s , sb at Sudbury. 
(8) T u r b o T r a i n .schedule withdrawn i n January 1969 a f t e r o n l y t h r e e weeks. A time of 4 h r s . 5 
mins. was m a i n t a i n e d w i t h somewhat more s u c c e s s between May 1970 and February 1971. 
(9) Twice a week i n each d i r e c t i o n . B e s t d a l l y time i s 6 h r s . , 10 mins. 
Best P o l n t - t o - P o i n t Runs i n Canada 
T r a i n ( s ) From To M i l e s Minutes Average MPH 

41 K i n g s t o n B e l l e v i l l e 44.6 +31 + 86.3 
60 Guildwood K i n g s t o n 145.1 104 83.7 

169 D o r v a l 
K i n g s t o n 

165.8 119 83.6 
63 B r o c k v i l l e 115.3 84 82.4 

61-65 C o r n w a l l K i n g s t o n 108.1 79 82.2 
63 B r o c k v i l l e 50.5 37 .81.9 
40 Guildwood B e l l e v i l l e 100,5 74 81 .5 

+ Al t h o u g h t h i s i s an e x c e l l e n t r un, s t a r t - t o - s t o p , on paper, i t may prove d i f f i c u l t t o a c h i e v e 
i n a c t u a l o p e r a t i o n . Perhaps an a d d i t i o n a l minute or two w i l l be more p r a c t i c a l . 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ENLARGING OF DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL TO BE S T U D I E D — C o n s u l t i n g 

tf**" 4 V i mr-A Qp e n g i n e e r s Acres I n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d . has been commissioned by CP R a i l 
E I 1̂ 1 Pail Canadian N a t i o n a l to study the f e a s i b i l i t y o f e n l a r g i n g the 
TiiBiiMir D e t r o i t R i v e r t u n n e l l i n k i n g Windsor w i t h D e t r o i t , The two r a i l ­

ways, i n p a r t n e r s h i p , a c q u i r e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l r a i l w a y t u n n e l and 
o t h e r Canadian a s s e t s o f C o n r a i l i n May, 1985. CN manages, m a i n t a i n s and o p e r a t e s the t u n n e l on 
b e h a l f o f the p a r t n e r s h i p . The c u r r e n t p h y s i c a l dimensions of the t u n n e l do not a l l o w f o r the 
movements o f high-cube box c a r s , m u l t i - l e v e l auto c a r r i e r s nor highway t r a i l e r s c a r r i e d on f l a t 
c a r s . These c a r s c u r r e n t l y are handled e i t h e r by tug and barge o r by highway t r a n s f e r between 
D e t r o i t and Windsor, or by t u g and barge between S a r n i a , Ont. and P o r t Huron, Mich. The e n g i n ­
e e r i n g s t u d y i s s c h e d u l e d f o r c o m p l e t i o n by mid~1987. -̂,p J^^^J_ News 

— A l t h o u g h the new r e f l e c t o r i z e d no-wording r a i l w a y c r o s s i n g c r o s s b u c k s i g n s ( w i t h the "bucks" 
now at 90 degree a n g l e s ) are a l r e a d y o l d h a t i n Western Canada, a ceremony i n t r o d u c i n g them to 
O n t a r i o was h e l d i n November. T h i s o f f i c i a l u n v e i l i n g took p l a c e i n Toronto, a t the n i n e - t r a c k 
S t r a c h a n Ave. c r o s s i n g , and was a t t e n d e d by members o f the F e d e r a l and P r o v i n c i a l Governments, 
r a i l w a y o f f i c i a l s , and O n t a r i o S a f e t y C o u n c i l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 6500 of the s i g n s 
are t o be i n s t a l l e d i n O n t a r i o , and a t the end of the program t h e r e w i l l be 31,000 l e v e l c r o s s ­
i n g s i n Canada p r o t e c t e d by them. .^^^^ ^ 
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B P ^ ^ HI-RAIL VEHICLE PROJECTS—CP has undertaken t h r e e p i l o t p r o j e c t s to t e s t 
V .̂ .jĵ g e f f i c i e n c i e s and economies of h i - r a i l v e h i c l e o p e r a t i o n i n i n s p e c t -
^ ^ ^ H fisiSI t r a c k maintenance, the comparisons to be made a g a i n s t the use of 
^ ^ D ^ rmOlt s t a n d a r d s e c t i o n speeder equipment. HRVs are e s s e n t i a l l y road v e h i c l e s 

( i n motor t r u c k c o n f i g u r a t i o n ) equipped w i t h r e t r a c t a b l e f l a n g e d wheel and a x l e s e t s f o r e and 
a f t o f the highway wheels. The r a i l w a y has purchased a t o t a l of 47 HRVs of v a r i o u s s i z e s (rang­
i n g from J-ton to 5-ton) f o r assignment to the p r o j e c t areas, as d e t a i l e d more e x p l i c i t l y i n 
the summary presented below. The advantages seen i n the use of HRVs i n c l u d e the a b i l i t y to get 
o f f the l i n e (onto roads) to a l l o w t r a i n s to pass or t o overtake them, the c a p a c i t y ( p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n the case of the crane equipped 5-ton v e h i c l e s ) to c a r r y heavy t r a c k maintenance equipment, 
the g r e a t e r speed and g r e a t e r v i s i b i l i t y , and the o v e r a l l savings i n l a b o u r f o r c e and number of 
i n d i v i d u a l u n i t s of equipment r e q u i r e d . The p r o j e c t s (one i n each of O n t a r i o , Manitoba and 
A l b e r t a ) w i l l be assessed a f t e r one year of o p e r a t i o n ; d e t a i l s are i n the f o l l o w i n g . 
CP R a i l H i - R a i l V e h i c l e P r o j e c t s Summary 
P r o j e c t L o c a t i o n Mileage M a i n t a i n e d P r e v i o u s Work Force P r e v i o u s Work L o c a t i o n s 

1. Oshawa-Smiths F a l l s 171 32 10 
2. South of Calgary 758 96 25 
3. Winnipeg and a r e a * 504 127 13 
HRV Work Force HRV Work L o c a t i o n s HRVs Assigned Equipment Notes 

24 5 12 A 
63 12 24 B 
80 5 11 C 

* M e t r o p o l i t a n area ( f o u r gangs) p l u s two branch l i n e s and one secondary main (one gang). 
Notes on New Equipment A c q u i r e d f o r P r e f e c t s 
A—One 3/4-ton H i R a i l V e h i c l e f o r each o'f f i v e 2-man gangs C37-mile i n t e r v a l s ) ; one 5-ton HRV 
w i t h crane f o r each of three 4-man gangs (60-mile i n t e r v a l s ) ; one 3/4-ton HRV f o r each of the 
Roadmaster and the two Deputy Headmasters; one 3-ton HRV f o r a 2-man w e l d i n g gang. 
B—One J-ton HRV f o r each of twelve 3-man gangs; one 5-ton HRV w i t h crane f o r each of f o u r 4 
to 5-man gangs; one 3/4-ton HRV f o r each of f o u r Headmasters; one J-ton HRV f o r each of f o u r 
Deputy Headmasters; one t a m p e r / l i n e r ; one b a l l a s t r e g u l a t o r ; one t i e i n s e r t e r . 
C—Two 1-ton 12 passenger HRV crew cabs and seven other HRVs deployed across f i v e gangs) one 
4-ton HRV ( i n s p e c t i o n ) f o r each of the Roadmaster and A s s i s t a n t Roadmaster; one t r a c k tamper, 
one s w i t c h tamper; one b a l l a s t compactor; one b a l l a s t r e g u l a t o r . 
— A d a p t e d from i n f o r m a t i o n i n CP R a i l News 

SOUTHERN ONTARIO RAIL MEMENTOS by George W. Horner 
— A house at 368 Main S t . i n Schomberg, Ont. was r e s o l d i n November, 1986, about 105 years 
a f t e r i t was b u i l t , a s k i n g p r i c e $92,700. What's so s p e c i a l about t h i s house? In 1902 i t became 
the Schomberg r a i l w a y s t a t i o n , of the Schomberg and A u r o r a Ry. T h i s r a i l w a y was o r i g i n a l l y 
o perated w i t h steam power, then was e l e c t r i f i e d In 1916 (as p a r t of the Toronto and York R a d i a l 
Ry.) and was abandoned i n 1927. At t h i s time the Schomberg s t a t i o n once again became a p r i v a t e 
r e s i d e n c e . 
— A l s o i n Schomberg, a new shopping p l a z a was opened .in September, 1985. The p l a z a , named 
" B r o w n s v i l l e J u n c t i o n " , has a r a i l w a y m o t i f throughout on s i g n s , w a l l s , and a d v e r t i s i n g , 
u s u a l l y showing a 4-4-0 type engine. The name " B r o w n s v i l l e J u n c t i o n " comes from the o r i g i n a l 
name of Schomberg, which was B r o w n s v i l l e , but the name was changed to Schomberg i n 1862, l o n g 
before the r a i l r o a d a r r i v e d . On a l l f o u r w a l l s I n s i d e the IGA s t o r e can be seen h i s t o r i c a l 
p i c t u r e s of Schomberg, i n c l u d i n g e i g h t photos of the Schomberg and Aurora Railway. T h i s p l a z a 
i s on No. 27 Highway j u s t south of No. 9 Highway, a couple of hundred f e e t from the s t i l l 
v i s i b l e abandoned'right-of-way o f the S&A Ry. 
— A v i s i t to the new IGA s t o r e i n Beeton w i l l show you a couple of photos of the o l d Beeton 
s t a t i o n . Another new IGA s t o r e , i n S u t t o n , has been b u i l t to resemble a r a i l w a y s t a t i o n . Again, 
i n s i d e can be found h i s t o r i c a l photos of S u t t o n and Jackson's P o i n t , I n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l of the 
T&YR Ry. M e t r o p o l i t a n D i v i s i o n . At the same l o c a t i o n , the owner/manager has purchased VIA 
lounge car 4884 to be used as a team room, and TH&B caboose 67 as a museum, both of which have 
been r e p a i n t e d and p l a c e d on new t r a c k . 
— R a i l r o a d n o s t a l g i a seems to be showing up a l l over O n t a r i o . The McDonald's r e s t a u r a n t s are 
to be c o n g r a t u l a t e d f o r t h e i r e x c e l l e n t p r e s e r v a t i o n o f cabooses at s e v e r a l l o c a t i o n s . But, not 
so w e l l known, i n the McDonald's at S t r a t f o r d may be found a c o l l e c t i o n o f photos from i n and 
around the o l d CNR S t r a t f o r d Shops. At the McDonald's i n Cambridge, Cnt. may be seen another 
s e t o f area h i s t o r i c a l photos, i n c l u d i n g a t r a i n wreck. The S t r a t f o r d McDonald's a l s o has a 
most b e a u t i f u l c o l o u r s t a i n e d g l a s s p i c t u r e of a locomotive,'used as p a r t of a room d i v i d e r . 
— P a u l Weber's Restaurant, on Hwy. 11 f i v e m i l e s n o r t h o f C r i l l i a , has added two more box c a r s 
as of 1986, CN 575634 and CN 433380, f o r a t o t a l of s i x cars now. 
— C s s a w i p p i Express Restaurant i n C r i l l i a added t h r e e more ca r s l a s t y e a r : CP b u s i n e s s c a r 37, 
the former CAPE MUDGE; CP V i s i o n Test Car 65, the former s l e e p e r HUNGERFCRD; and CP 21094, a 
former baggage car, f o r a t o t a l of e i g h t c a r s now. 

--Cne important i t e m which the NEWSLETTER f a i l e d t o r e c o r d f o r h i s t o r y was the o f f i c i a l c l o s i n g 
l a s t Aug. 29, 6 f CP R a i l ' s ( o r , b e t t e r , the Canadian P a c i f i c R ailway's) John S t r e e t Roundhouse 
i n T o r o n t o — o m i s s i o n thus c o r r e c t e d . As has been p r e v i o u s l y docomunted i n these pages, the 
b u i l d i n g i s to be t r a n s f e r r e d to the C i t y of Toronto and, i t i s t o be s i n c e r e l y hoped, w i l l 
u l t i m a t e l y commence a second c a r e e r In the form of a " r a i l w a y i n t e r p r e t i v e c e n t r e " ( r a i l w a y 
museum, i n r a i l f a n s ' language). 
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O S J CPRaiSLi 
CTC CABOOSELESS TRAIN HEARINGS—The f o l l o w i n g i s the 
s u b s t a n t i v e p o r t i o n o f the t e x t o f a l e t t e r d a t e d Got. 17, 
1986, f orwarded by the P r e s i d e n t s o f CN and CP R a i l t o 
Andrew Witex, MP (Toronto P a r k d a l e - H i g h P a r k ) : 

Dear Mr. W i t e r — W e would l i k e t o b r i n g you up to date about developments r e l a t e d t o the 
"c a b o o s e l e s s t r a i n " i s s u e which i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g examined by the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission. 
In i t s d e c i s i o n o f September 1985, the Commission o r d e r e d the r a i l w a y s t o conduct an e x t e n s i v e 
s e r i e s o f t e s t s and s u r v e y s t o determine t h e r e l i a b i l i t y o f e n d - o f - t r a i n i n f o r m a t i o n systems, 
and t o r e c o r d c e r t a i n f u n c t i o n s performed by caboose crews so t h a t the c o n t r i b u t i o n o f these 
f u n c t i o n s t o t r a i n s a f e t y c o u l d be a n a l y s e d . These t e s t s were conducted from November, 1985 
through June, 1986, over a p p r o x i m a t e l y 700,000 km o f t r a c k r e f l e c t i n g v a r y i n g c l i m a t i c , 
g e o g r a p h i c and o p e r a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s . We are c o n f i d e n t t h a t the c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t e s t 
r e s u l t s whJch w i l l be undertaken d u r i n g the next round o f p u b l i c h e a r i n g s w i l l demonstrate t h a t 
c a b o o s e l e s s t r a i n o p e r a t i o n s can be i n t r o d u c e d w i t h o u t compromising the s a f e t y of r a i l w a y 
o p e r a t i o n s . 
The c o n t i n u e d v i a b i l i t y o f Canadian r a i l w a y s and t h e i r a b i l i t y t o compete w i t h U.S. r a i l w a y s f o r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o f o r e i g n and domestic markets i s dependent on the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f new t e c h ­
n o l o g y . O p e r a t i n g t r a i n s w i t h technology t h a t s a f e l y r e p l a c e s c o s t l y and o b s o l e t e cabooses i s a 
n e c e s s a r y s t e p i n t h i s p r o c e s s . Most U.S. r a i l w a y s , some o f whom are our d i r e c t c o m p e t i t o r s , now 
have e x t e n s i v e e x p e r i e n c e w i t h c a b o o s e l e s s o p e r a t i o n s w i t h o u t any s a f e t y problems. 
There w i l l be p u b l i c h e a r i n g s h e l d a c r o s s the cou n t r y i n October and November. We know t h a t you 
w i l l be i n t e r e s t e d i n the CTC p r o c e e d i n g s . To a s s i s t your u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the i s s u e s , we have 
e n c l o s e d c o p i e s o f a b o o k l e t o u t l i n i n g o ur reasons f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t cabooses can s a f e l y be 
e l i m i n a t e d from t r a i n s . — Y o u r s v e r y - r u l y , R.E. L a w l e s s , P r e s i d e n t & CEO, CN, R.S. A l l i s o n 
P r e s i d e n t , CP R a i l . J J I . T ^ . , . T . , . , , . 

— f o r w a r d e d by P e t e r F. Oehm 
— T h e diagrams r e p r o d u c e d below are e x t r a c t e d from "Cabooseless o p e r a t i o n s : the R a i l w a y 
P e r s p e c t i v e " , the b o o k l e t mentioned i n the above l e t t e r . The diagrams summarize the v a r i e t y o f 
s a f e t y improvements i n t r o d u c e d ( o r sought t o be I n t r o d u c e d i n the case o f the E n d - o f - T r a i n U n i t 
and R e c e i v e r ) by the major r a i l w a y s i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 

End-of-Train Unit 

End-of-Train System 
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• Shows air-brake pressure 
• Measures distance 
• Indicates direction of 

movement al rear of train 

Tower 

Hot-Box and 
Dragging-Equipment 
Detectors 

Double-Shelf 
Coupler 

Air Brakes Roller Bearings Better track: Signal System Radio 
• Better ballast 
• Concrete ties 
• Heavier, continuous 

welded rail 

Railway Safety Improvements 
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A d v e n t u r e s of t h e 
R U S T Y R A I L F A N S : No .1 

A l l r i g h t , you h a r d nosed d i e s e l f a n s w i t h your motor d r i v e s and,scanners, the Husty R a i l f a n s 
put i t to you t h a t t h e r e are o t h e r p u r s u i t s t o pursue i n the r a i l r o a d hobby. One o f t h e s e , a 
whole f i e l d o f endeavour i n i t s e l f , i s the s e m i - a r c h a e l o g i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n o f d y i n g , dead, and 
b u r i e d branch l i n e s , such as the CN Meaford Sub. L a s t Sept. 27 t h r e e i n t r e p i d r u s t s e e k e r s s e t 
out from Toronto f o r Meaford, Ont. to examine the s t a t e of the f a r end o f the Meaford Sub., 
the abandonment o r d e r f o r which was g r a n t e d by the CTC on Dec. 31, 1985. 
I t s h o u l d be e x p l a i n e d t h a t the l i n e d e s c r i b e d a l a r g e h a l f c i r c l e i n d i v e r t i n g from i t s 
e s s e n t i a l l y n o r t h - w e s t e r l y course from C o l l i n g w o o d t o descend a l o n g grade, c r o s s i n g s e v e r a l 
town s t r e e t s , t o meet the w a t e r f r o n t heading e a s t e r l y a l o n g the s o u t h shore of Nottawasaga Bay 
(the s o u t h e r l y e x t r e m i t y of the much l a r g e r Georgian Bay). P a r k i n g near the s i t e of the former 
Meaford S t a t i o n , our threesome tramped e a s t e r l y i n t o the s t i l l i n t a c t t h r e e - t r a c k y a r d , the 
ground somewhat muddy from r e c e n t r a i n s . The f r e i g h t house w i t h i t s wooden l o a d i n g p l a t f o r m 
s t i l l l i e s on the s o u t h s i d e o f the t r a c k s . F u r t h e r east,.where the t h r e e t r a c k s have been 
reduced t o two, a former s w i t c h l o c a t i o n on the n o r t h e r l y t r a c k (marked by a s i n g l e r e m a i n i n g 
s w i t c h t i e ) r e p r e s e n t s the p o i n t where a former t r a c k l e d o f f to t h e s m a l l engine t e r m i n a l of 
steam days. The overgrown t u r n t a b l e p i t was found, l o c a t e d amidst a f a i r s t a n d of t r e e s and 
underbrush, t h i s f a c i l i t y h a v i n g been v e r y c l o s e to the w a t e r ' s edge, so c l o s e t h a t r i p r a p was 
p l a c e d a l o n g the shore i n t h i s a r e a . E v i d e nce of two ash p i t s c o u l d a l s o be seen i n the under­
growth, one on each s i d e of the t u r n t a b l e p i t . The former w a t e r tower s i t e may be seen a d j a c e n t 
t o the l o c a t i o n of a second former s i d i n g , to the south o f t h a t which c o n s t i t u t e d the engine 
t e r m i n a l . T h i s second s i d i n g c r o s s e d a c r e e k on a s m a l l t i m b e r b r i d g e t o c a r r y on f o r what i s 
now an i n d e t e r m i n a t e d i s t a n c e . The "main stem" o f the y a r d s e r v e d two I n d u s t r i e s a t i t s f a r 
end, one o f which was the former Bentwood C h a i r Co. 
R e t u r n i n g w e s t e r l y , the r a i l f a n s n o ted a s e r i e s of seven c o n c r e t e chutes l o c a t e d under and 
a d j a c e n t t o the southernmost of the t r a c k s i n the t h r e e - t r a c k y a r d . An o l d and d e c r e p i t shed 
l i e s a d j a c e n t t o these chutes (does any r e a d e r know what t h i s i n s t a l l a t i o n was f o r ? ) . Some 1891-
r o l l e d r a i l was noted on t h i s most s o u t h e r l y t r a c k . At the r o a d c r o s s i n g c l o s e s t to the s t a t i o n 
s i t e , t h e r e was a s i g n p o s t e d p r o c l a i m i n g "Memorial Park 3 km". A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s an abundance 
o f space here i n w h i c h t h i s s i g n c o u l d have been l o c a t e d , some humourist d e c i d e d t o p l a n t i t 
d i r e c t l y between the r a i l s j u s t west of the west y a r d s w i t c h . The a d j a c e n t i n t e r s e c t i o n of 

_ Bridge.and.Denmark,Streets, which the main l i n e had c r o s s e d on a d i a g o n a l a l i g n m e n t , showed 
evidenee of h a v i n g been c o m p l e t e l y repave'd i n 1986; w i t h the t r a c k a c r o s s i t -completely removed. 
The t h r e e R.R.'s then d e c i d e d to h i k e up t h e grade to t h e s o u t h edge of town. Some l o c a l s t r e e t 
c r o s s i n g s had the r a i l s i n t a c t a c r o s s them; o t h e r s had t h e flangeways f i l l e d w i t h a s p h a l t , and 
at l e a s t one had the r a i l s removed ( o b v i o u s l y by town f o r c e s , as the s t e e l had been s i m p l y 
dumped i n a t r a c k s i d e d i t c h ) . One i t e m t h a t was n o t i c e d was how s e v e r a l a d j a c e n t p r o p e r t y 
owners have a l r e a d y i n essence l a i d c l a i m to the r a i l w a y r i g h t - o f - w a y , as n e a t l y manicured 
e x t e n s i o n s t o r e s i d e n t i a l back y a r d s have been c a r r i e d out r i g h t t o the t i e ends. The dates on 
t i e n a i l s t hroughout t h i s s e c t i o n i n d i c a t e d many replacements i n 1946, as weFl as some f a i r l y 
e x t e n s i v e maintenance i n the e a r l y 1970s. At the p o i n t where the b u i l t u p a r e a of the town ends 
st a n d s the p l a n t of K n i g h t I n d u s t r i e s w i t h i t s s i d i n g s t i l l i n t a c t . The r a i l f a n s c o u l d not h e l p 
r e m a r k i n g upon how the l i n e would have made a n i c e t o u r i s t r a i l r i d e on t h i s s e c t i o n , even i f 
t h e grade may have meant c e r t a i n o p e r a t i n g problems. Two s h o r t t r e s t l e b r i d g e s remained i n t a c t . 
The h i k e r s l e f t the r i g h t - o f - w a y where the l i n e comes a d j a c e n t t o the H i g h w a y ( 2 6 ) i n t o town 

• ( a d j a c e n t t o the garage/depot of Breadner T r a n s p o r t , w h i c h presumably has f a l l e n h e i r to the 
t r a f f i c which CN gave up on). They then f o l l o w e d the road back downtown t o s e a r c h out a r e s t -
a r a u n t t o s a t i a t e h o n e s t l y earned a p p e t i t e s . L a t e r on, on t h e i r way back home, the r a i l f a n s 
s t o p p e d t o view the s t i l l i n t a c t CN C r a i g l e i t h S t a t i o n (now a r e s t a u r a n t , and l o c a t e d some 
d i s t a n c e back from the l i n e ) . They a l s o n o t i c e d a bench on the main s t r e e t o f the town o f 
Thornbury w h i c h had been f a b r i c a t e d from a r a i l w a y c r o s s b u c k s i g n ( w i t h the l e t t e r i n g p r e s e r v e d ) , 
d o u b t l e s s s a l v a g e d from a Meaford Sub. l o c a t i o n . 
The Rusty R a i l f a n s saw nary a f l a n g e d wheel t u r n a l l t h a t day, but they agreed t h a t they had 
put i n a f u l l and r e w a r d i n g day of r a i l f a n n i n g ( o r r a i l w a y r e s e a r c h , i f you i n s i s t on b e i n g 
f o r m a l about i t ) , the r e s u l t s o f which have been p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s a r t i c l e and i n the accom­
p a n y i n g map. 

— T h e R a i l r o a d Museum of P e n n s y l v a n i a ( S t r a s b u r g ) has purchased ex-CN s t a i n l e s s s t e e l c a r 304 
from Gordon C h a p l a i n (Canadian G e n e r a l Tower). The c a r , w h i c h was s t o r e d a t O a k v i l l e , Ont. was 
the o b s e r v a t i o n u n i t from tne Reading R.R.'s CRUSADER t r a i n s e t , b u i l t by Budd i n 1937. The 
CRUSADER equipment was purcnased by CN i n the e a r l y 1960s under the P i e r r e D e l a g r a v e - l e d 
passenger s e r v i c e r e v l t a l i z a t i o n program. The c a r was moved t o P e n n s y l v a n i a J u s t p r i o r to 
C h r i s t m a s . 
— P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s SEPTA has o r d e r e d 35 p u s h / p u l l commuter c a r s from Bombardier I n c . (10 cab o a r s , 
25 c o a c h e s ) . Seven AEM-7 l o c o m o t i v e s have been o r d e r e d from ASEA by SEPTA to power the e q u i p ­
ment i n the Bombardier o r d e r . ^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ B u r s h t y n 

Toronto C i v i c R a i l w a y s Book U p d a t e — T h e completed book was t u r n e d o v e r to t h e b i n d e r y on Jan. 5. 
Completed books are e x p e c t e d i n our hands by the end o f January; a l l o u t s t a n d i n g m a i l o r d e r s 
w i l l be f i l l e d p r omptly by B i l l Hood. Books w i l l be on s a l e a t the February meeting. 
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Canada's passenger rail network 

A N I C E I M P R O V E M E N T 
by Bruce D. Cole 

When one reads a l l of the n e g a t i v e press r e g a r d i n g VIA H a i l l a t e l y , he would wonder why I would 
want to go on another VIA t r i p . I, f o r one, have seen VIA go down the tubes i n the l a s t few 
y e a r s . W i l l the new equipment ever be ordered? W i l l VIA ever market i t s product to the p u b l i c ' s 
needs, and keep up w i t h the times? I r e a l l y wonder. I was very c r i t i c a l of VIA on my l a s t t r i p 
i n March of 1986. I have some time to r e l a x , as t h i s i s not my busy time, but can you r e l a x on 
a VIA t r a i n f o r s i x days? W e l l , as a r a i l f a n I "go f o r i t " . X decide t h a t I want to go back up 
to C h u r c h i l l . Most people would want to go to a warm c l i m a t e i n December. Not me. I was l a s t on 
t h i s l i n e .four years ago. S i t back, you s h o u l d r e l a x ! L e t ' s go on a 4538 m i l e r a i l t r i p . 
I t ' s Tuesday, Oct. 21, 1986. I phone VIA to make my r e s e r v a t i o n . I am on the phone from 9:20 
a.m. to 9:55 a.m. The r e s e r v a t i o n person i s not too good. I want the f o l l o w i n g : roomette, 
Toronto to Sudbury; bedroom, Sudbury to Winnipeg v i a Sioux Lookout; bedroom, Winnipeg to Church­
i l l , same one each way so t h a t I can leave my s u i t c a s e on the t r a i n i n C h u r c h i l l ; bedroom i n 
the Park car, Winnipeg to Toronto. I was t o l d the f o l l o w i n g : Toronto to Sudhury roomette, no 
problem; o n l y roomettes on the t r a i n , Capreol to Winnipeg, no bedrooms at a l l ; Winnipeg to 
C h u r c h i l l , I want the same bedroom, but she says t h a t i t can't be done, not because the bed-
.rooms are s o l d out, but because i t j u s t can't be done. From Winnipeg: to Toronto I want a bed­
room i n the Park c a r , the dome car, the l a s t c a r on the t r a i n , which she can't f i n d . So a f t e r 
a l l t h i s I s a i d t h a t I w i l l have my t r a v e l agent p i c k up the t i c k e t and l e t him work on the 
s p e c i f i c s . 
I s h a l l be u s i n g the C o n t i n e n t a l Saver Fare. The o p t i o n date i s Nov. 11, f o r departure on 
Monday, Dec. 1. W e l l , my t r a v e l agent gets what I want i n accommodation and the t i c k e t i s 
i s s u e d on Oct. 31, as there i s going to be a f a r e i n c r e a s e on Dec. 1, so I save a few d o l l a r s . 
I p i c k up my t i c k e t d u r i n g the f i r s t week of November and the t r a v e l agent has o b t a i n e d f o r me 
a l l of the accommodations t h a t I wanted. I check a l l of my camera equipment-and o b t a i n some 
r e a d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on the areas t h a t I w i l l be t r a v e l l i n g through, and road maps of both 
O n t a r i o and Manitoba. 
W e l l , i t ' s Monday, Dec. 1. Most people would be going to a warm c l i m a t e , not a c o l d one. I 
a r r i v e at Toronto Union S t a t i o n at 11:45 a.m. There i s l o t s of new signage up s i n c e my l a s t 
t r i p . I t i s a l l q u i t e easy to read. The g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n area i s now i n the middle of the 
main concourse. I proceed to Track 4 and check i n w i t h the s l e e p i n g c a r attendant. He reminds 
me about the bus from Sudbury to C a p r e o l , and a l s o a d v i s e s me tha-t my roomette accommodation 
has been changed to a d i f f e r e n t number. At 12 noon there i s an announcement t h a t , because of an 
equipment delay, the CANADIAN w i l l not be able to board f o r a w h i l e y e t . 
The POINT PELEE, No. 73, i s boarding^.at Gate-=6.-There i s a - l o n g - l i n e - t o b o a r d - t h i s t r a i n . I 
board the CANADIAN at 12:15. Today's CANADIAN equipment i s 'A' u n i t 6501, 'B' u n i t 6623, both 
of which have j u s t been p a i n t e d , baggage dorm 602, coach 126, s k y l i n e 516, s l e e p e r CRAIG MANOR, 
s l e e p e r MACDONALD MANOR, and o b s e r v a t i o n TWEEDSMUIR PARK. The cars have been cleaned on the 
o u t s i d e s . I have the roomette i n CRAIG MANOR. I am met by my attendant and get s e i i l e d away. In 
each s l e e p e r t h e r e are l i t t l e n o t i c e s r e g a r d i n g items on the t r a i n : food s e r v i c e , s e r v i c e 
manager, c o n n e c t i n g to o t h e r t r a i n s , e t c , I walk through to the TWEEDSMUIR PARK car. A l l of the 
c a r s ' i n t e r i o r s are c l e a n . The PARK car looks as though i t s i n t e r i o r has j u s t been done over. 
When they were washing i t s dome they must have been i n a h u r r y , as the f r o n t g l a s s has not been 
cleaned. We p u l l out at 12:35, r i g h t on time. 
By the S c o t t S t r e e t Tower, and Cherry S t r e e t , on to the B a l a S u b d i v i s i o n . North we go,. I t i s 
o v e r c a s t and c o l d ou-fc today. There i s no snow but some s m a l l ponds are i c e covered. When t h e r e 
are no l e a v e s on the t r e e s and shrubs i t i s very u g l y out. You see l o t s of garbage a l l a l o n g 
the Don R i v e r banks. FirsT; c a l l f o r l u n c h . I don*t f e e l l i k e a d i n i n g car meal so I have a 
couple of sandwiches from the PARK car. We t u r n west on the York Sub. at Doncaster, along the 
n o r t h t r a c k . The development t h a t i s going on i n Vaughan i s i n c r e d i b l e . We pass over the 
Newmarket Sub. at 1:20. Between Aurora and B a r r i e t h i s p a s t summer there was a l o t of t r a c k 
work b e i n g done. On w a l k i n g the t r a i n I see t h a t there are 15 s l e e p i n g c a r passengers, 40 coach 
passengers. I n o t i c e t h a t there are no t i m e t a b l e s i n the compartments and VIA's new magazine. 
D e s t i n a t i o n s , i s not around. I f i n d a summer e d i t i o n . 
At Aurora we meet a s h o r t f r e i g h t w i t h two engines i n a s i d i n g . We a r r i v e at Newmarket at 1:53 
and take on two passengers. There are newspapers and magazines i n the PARK car t o browse 
through. We a r r i v e at B a r r i e where t h e r e are two plows ready to go f o r the w i n t e r . On d i s p l a y 
n o r t h of the s t a t i o n i s CNR Ten Wheeler 1531. At C r i l l i a , engines 9556 and 9593 are parked near 
the s t a t i o n . These u n i t s are used f o r l o c a l work. There i s a l o t of i c e on Lake Couchiching; 
w i t h a few more c o l d n i g h t s i t s h o u l d f r e e z e over. A l l of the s m a l l l a k e s are now i c e covered, 
but the l a r g e ones are s t i l l wide open. We are t r a v e l l i n g at 68 mph between m i l e p o s t s south of 
Washago. The Trainman and Conductor are wearing f u l l VIA u n i f o r m s ; the o n l y person wearing a 
name badge i s the S e r v i c e D i r e c t o r . 
N orth of Washago we stop f o r a hot box d e t e c t o r t h a t went o f f ; i t ' s a s h o r t stop and we are on 
our way. The d i n i n g c a r Steward comes around f o r d i n n e r r e s e r v a t i o n s , 5:30, 6:30 o r 7:30 p.m. 
I take the 6:30 s i t t i n g . S e l e c t i o n t o n i g h t i s s o l e o r c u r r i e d c h i c k e n . I take the s o l e . The 
sun i s s e t t i n g q u i c k l y now. The eastbound CANADIAN j u s t south of Boyne i s r u n n i n g one hour l a t e ; 
i t s makeup i s the same as t h i s t r a i n except t h a t i t has a steam generator oar. We stop at Boyne 
to t r a n s f e r over to the CPR P a r r y Sound Sub.; a t a x i w a i t s t o take the engine crew. 
The PARK car attendant comes up to the dome on a r e g u l a r b a s i s to make sure t h a t e v e r y t h i n g i s 
okay and to c o l l e c t the garbage. We are i n P a r r y Sound 25 minutes e a r l y and l e a v e a t 5:20. I 
ask the attendant t o t u r n the dome l i g h t s o f f and he t e l l s me t h a t he cannot do so u n t i l a f t e r 
Sudbury. CP t r a c k i s much rougher. I f you aren't aware, the f u l l s e r v i c e d i n e r - i s o f f the 
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CANADIAN. They now use the S k y l i n e Dome Car f o r d i n n e r , f o r which I go up. The p r i c e i s $10.25 
f o r a f u l l meal. S e r v i c e i s q u i c k and a t t e n t i v e . There i s one w a i t e r , one cook who does d i s h e s 
a l s o , and the passenger s e r v i c e a t t e n d a n t . The s o l e was v e r y t a s t y . There are o n l y 10 people f o r 
the second s i t t i n g . 
We a r r i v e i n snowless Sudbury a t 7:25 p.m., 25 minutes e a r l y . I t r a n s f e r my bag o f f the CANADIAN 
and put i t i n t h e bus to C a p r e o l . The M o n t r e a l s e c t i o n comes i n 20 minutes e a r l y w i t h engine 
6536, steam g e n e r a t o r c a r 15460, coach-baggage 9301, c a f e c a r 756 and s l e e p e r CHATEAU IBERVILLE. 
The coach i s f i l l e d , and those people who are c o n t i n u i n g by coach have t o change t r a i n s and 
c a r r y a l l o f t h e i r b e l o n g i n g s , w i t h no one t o h e l p . A y a r d engine t a k e s o f f the l a s t t h r e e c a r s 
on the CANADIAN and backs onto the M o n t r e a l s e c t i o n t o p i c k up the s l e e p e r . We depart by bus a t 
8:10 f o r the r i d e t o C a p r e o l . There are 15 people on the bus, a l l shapes and s i z e s . About h a l f 
were on the CANADIAN, w h i l e the r e s t boarded a t the s t a t i o n . We a r r i v e a t C a p r e o l at 8:45. There 
i s a steam engine on d i s p l a y , 4-8-2 6077. I grab my gear and p r o c e e d t o l o a d i t on T r a i n 7. I t s 
equipment c o n s i s t i s : CN 9158, steam g e n e r a t o r c a r 15457, baggage roomette 9479 (not c l e a n and 
ready f o r the s c r a p heap), coach snack c a r 3237. 
My a t t e n d a n t i s a l s o the a t t e n d a n t i n the snack a r e a . He i s a v e r y f r i e n d l y chap. There are f o u r 
p e o p l e w i t h s l e e p i n g accommodation and 35 coach p a s s e n g e r s . We l e a v e C a p r e o l on time a t 9:00 
p.m. T h i s i s a community t r a i n , as everyone knows everyone. No hangers i n my roomette, f o r which 
the a t t e n d a n t i s very s o r r y . C a p r e o l i s a CN d i v i s i o n p o i n t and t h e r e are a couple of f r e i g h t s 
i n the s t a t i o n a r e a , one w i t h an e n g i n e e r i n g s e r v i c e c a r b e h i n d the e n g i n e s . A l s o , j u s t west of 
the s t a t i o n are e i g h t o l d coaches w i t h "CN E n g i n e e r i n g " on the s i d e . The t r a c k we're on i s a l l 
welded r a i l so we get a smooth r i d e . Our f i r s t s t o p i s i n the m i d d l e o f nowhere t o l e t a t r a p p e r 
o f f . That's what t h i s t r a i n i s a l l about. The coach i s smoke f i l l e d and I have never seen so 
much b e e r and l i q u o r b e i n g consumed on a t r a i n . Above the s e a t s are the checks i n d i c a t i n g where 
these p e o p l e are g o i n g . The conductor and Trainman are i n f u l l VIA u n i f o r m s . By the time t h a t 
we are 60 m i l e s out o f C a p r e o l the ground i s snow covered. I t ' s o f f to bed and i t ' s fun t r y i n g 
t o manoeuvre around your roomette. 
I t ' s 7 a.m. and we are i n L o n g l a c , on t i m e . L o t s of snow on the ground and i t ' s -15 d e g r e e s ( I 
c a r r y a s m a l l temperature gauge w i t h me). At t h i s p o i n t the l i n e s p l i t s and a s e c t i o n goes t o 
Thunder Bay and west i n t o M i n n e s o t a . We head n o r t h now t o N a k i n a , where we w i l l head west. We 
j o i n w i t h the CN l i n e from H e a r s t . At N a k i n a we are h e l d 50 minutes f o r a f r e i g h t , so we are 
r u n n i n g l a t e now. No. 7 i s put i n t o s i d i n g s f o r a l l f r e i g h t s . 
For b r e a k f a s t you don't get much of a c h o i c e : bran m u f f i n s , sweet r o l l s , t u r k e y sandwich, hot 
d o g s — n o t my i d e a of b r e a k f a s t . I have a couple of bran m u f f i n s . I am the o n l y one i n the s l e e p e r 
and t h e r e are 20 coach p a s s e n g e r s . The t r a c k i s s t i l l a l l welded r a i l , f o r a v e r y smooth r i d e . 
L o t s of f o r e s t t h a t you t r a v e l t h r o u g h , w i t h lumber m i l l s s c a t t e r e d a l o n g the l i n e . I am t o l d 
t h a t most of the passengers are CN employees g o i n g to d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s a l o n g the l i n e . A l l 
s i g n a l s and s w i t c h e s are under CTC. I t i s o v e r c a s t and dark o u t , a l t h o u g h we might be heading 
i n t o snow. Only time w i l l t e l l ; no snow y e t . 
At Armstrong, a CN d i v i s i o n " p o i n t , a l l p e ople get o f f and we take on s i x . There i s a water 
tower s t i l l s t a n d i n g here. I t i s v e r y m i l d by comparison w i t h s e v e r a l hours ago: o n l y -5. I 
have a sandwich f o r l u n c h ; not too much l e f t . A r r i v a l at S i o u x Lookout i s at 1:30, 20 minutes 
l a t e . The CN l i n e from Thunder Bay comes up here and meets at S u p e r i o r J u n c t i o n , where we meet 
our f i r s t f r e i g h t s i n c e 10:00 t h i s morning. L o t s of equipment and oars are t o be seen a t t h i s 
s t o p . Engines i n the y a r d are 4261 and 4319. I t ' s now snowing as we make our way to Winnipeg. 
The a t t e n d a n t t e l l s me t h a t , i n t h e summer on F r i d a y s out and Sundays r e t u r n from S i o u x Loo-
out, T r a i n s 107 and 108 have as many as n i n e coaches. When one sees how these people l i v e you 
wonder i f you are i n the same p r o v i n c e . We are back on s c h e d u l e now. The n i c e s t s t a t i o n on the 
l i n e , now boarded up, i s the famous M i n a k i s t a t i o n . 
I do not have d i n n e r as I s h a l l w a i t u n t i l Winnipeg. We pass by CN's Transcona Shops and a r r i v e 
i n W innipeg a t 7:30, on time. I must say a g a i n t h a t t h i s i s a community t r a i n and a l l s t a f f 
h e l p each o t h e r to make everyone's t r i p , l o n g o r s h o r t , more e n j o y a b l e . A r r i v a l i n Winnipeg i s 
w i t h 13 p a s s e n g e r s . I have two hours i n t h i s c i t y . I hear t h a t t h e r e i s a c a s i n o at the Con­
v e n t i o n Centre so I head o v e r t h e r e , have some d i n n e r , make a few d o l l a r s , and head back to the 
s t a t i o n . I go up on the p l a t f o r m and the CANADIAN i s ready t o depart on t i m e , which i t does. I t 
has the same equipment as i t had y e s t e r d a y a f t e r i t l e f t Sudbury, the SUPER CONTINENTAL has the 
f o l l o w i n g equipment: s l e e p e r s ELIZABETH, ELMSDALE, S k y l i n e 517, coach 3252, baggage c a r 9668. 
The HUDSON BAY equipment: CN engine 9168, VIA 'B' u n i t 6615, steam g e n e r a t o r c a r 15489, baggage 
car 9663, D a y n i g h t e r 5707, c a f e - d i n i n g c a r 765 and s l e e p e r ENTWHISTLE. 
The a t t e n d a n t g r e e t s me and shows me to my bedroom. I unpack some o f my b e l o n g i n g s , as t h i s i s 
t o be my home f o r the next f o u r n i g h t s . We d e p a r t Winnipeg on time a t 9:55 p.m. w i t h o n l y f o u r 
s l e e p i n g c a r passengers and 10 coach p a s s e n g e r s . The SUPER, which was supposed t o l e a v e a t 
9:35, i s s t i l l i n the s t a t i o n w i t h no e n g i n e s . Temperature on d e p a r t u r e was -10 w i t h a s t r o n g 
n o r t h wind. Around the s t a t i o n I counted 15 d i f f e r e n t p i e c e s o f passenger equipment, m o s t l y 
Budd. I am t i r e d , so I h i t the hay. 
Good morning at Hudson Bay, Saskatchewan, a t 8:10 a.m. We are r u n n i n g a b i t l a t e b ut I am not 
concerned. L o t s o f f r e s h snow on the ground; I don't know what the temperature i s — w i l l l e t you 
know a f t e r b r e a k f a s t . We are now t r a v e l l i n g on the Turdoerny S u b d i v i s i o n , which goes to The Pas.. 
Temperature out o n l y -5. I t ' s snowing v e r y h e a v i l y now and i s l i k e a p i c t u r e p o s t c a r d w i t h the 
snow on the t r e e s . At b r e a k f a s t today I have the pancakes and bacon w i t h j u i c e and m i l k f o r 
$5.2'5: h o t f o o d and a t t e n t i v e s e r v i c e . 
On w a l k i n g the t r a i n a f t e r b r e a k f a s t I observe t h a t t h e r e are 10 coach passengers and f o u r 
s l e e p i n g c a r p a s s e n g e r s . The r a i l bed i s v e r y smooth, so we are g e t t i n g an e x c e l l e n t r i d e . We 
pass a f r e i g h t g o i n g southbound w i t h a s s o t t e d c a r s , s o u t h o f The Pas. South o f Hudson Bay, 
Saskatchewan i t i s a l l f a r m l a n d ; n o r t h , you are i n t o the t r e e s and bush. As we approach The Pas 
I n o t i c e t h a t , on the e a s t s i d e of the l i n e , are l o c a t e d a l l o f the shops and equipment f o r 
t h i s a r e a . There are some very u n u s u a l c a r s h e r e , f o r what purpose I don't know, but they l o o k 
l i k e t h e y were c o n v e r t e d from cabooses. I t i s s t i l l snowing as we p u l l 
i n t o the w e l l kept s t a t i o n at The Pas. Workmen s t a r t s e r v i c i n g the t r a i n i m m e d i a t e l y ; the i c e 



4 JANUARY 1987 

b u i l d u p beneath the c a r s i s tremendous, so they use crowbars t o t a k e i t o f f . They are a l s o 
r e p l e n i s h i n g the c a r s ' w a t e r s u p p l y . The engine and steam g e n e r a t o r s are taken o f f and backed 
to the shops f o r s e r v i c i n g . D a y n i g h t e r 570^ and steam g e n e r a t o r 15490 are added; the coach i s 
c l e a n e d . 
The t r a i n to Lynn Lake i s p a r ked on a s i d i n g b e s i d e the s t a t i o n . I t i s a mixed w i t h f r e i g h t 
c a r s and VIA combine 7189, complete w i t h a wood b u r n i n g s t o v e . I n d i a n s t r a v e l b o t h of these 
t r a i n s (on any t r a i n i n Canada t h e r e i s a s p e c i a l n a t i v e t a r i f f , t o be e l i g i b l e f o r which one 
must show a s p e c i a l c a r d ) . The Lynn Lake t r a i n takes on 38 p e o p l e , w i t h a CN c o n s t a b l e w a t c h i n g ; 
he must be 6'6". The s w i t c h e r comes and p u l l s the Lynn Lake t r a i n back down i n t o the y a r d 
where i t c o u p l e s onto the r e s t o f the f r e i g h t c o n s i s t , then l e a v e s at 11:10 a.m. The c o n s i s t 
i n c l u d e d engines 4279, 4349, 4342 (CN Geeps), 11 f r e i g h t c a r s , the combine, and a caboose. 
Our engine and equipment r e t u r n and we are on our way at 12:00 noon, one hour l a t e , w i t h e i g h t 
c a r s . In the s t a t i o n i s a p o s t e r a d v e r t i s i n g the l o n g gone PANORAMA, a l s o a s o f t d r i n k machine 
t h a t must be 25 y e a r s o l d . 
I w a l k the t r a i n and t h e r e are o n l y f i v e coach passengers and s t i l l f o u r s l e e p i n g c a r passengers. 
There are seven crew members. We c r o s s the Saskatchewan R i v e r and c o n t i n u e on our way, t r a v e l l i n g 
a long the Wekusko Sub. The temperature when we l e f t The Pas was -15. I t has now stopped snowing 
and I see some b l u e sky. We now f i n d o u r s e l v e s at F l i n F l o n J u n c t i o n where the l i n e s p l i t s , w i t h 
one t r a c k g o i n g up t o Lynn Lake and F l i n F l o n . We are a v e r a g i n g about 40 mph and snow i s a g a i n 
b e g i n n i n g to f a l l . We s t o p at Wekusko and are met, not by c a r s , b u t by snowmobiles and a l l -
t e r r a i n v e h i c l e s . I have l u n c h and i t i s hot and t a s t y . Maybe the crew on the CANADIAN s h o u l d 
take a few l e s s o n s from t h i s crew. As we are on p e r m a f r o s t the t e l e g r a p h w i r e s are mounted from 
" t r i p o d " p o l e s . Some o f the s i d i n g s c o n t a i n very o l d work c a r s and g r a i n c a r s . We meet the s o u t h ­
bound HUDSON BAY at Wabowden w i t h the same number of c a r s . I can't get any numbers o r names as 
the snow i s growing i n i n t e n s i t y ; l o t s of snowmobile t r a c k s are v i s i b l e b e s i d e the r a i l l i n e . 
These v e h i c l e s are used f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g f a m i l i e s and l o a d s o f wood i n t h i s r e g i o n . The s t a t i o n 
names are those o f e x p l o r e r s , I n d i a n s , o r the b u i l d e r s of t h i s r a i l w a y . We are now on the 
T h i c k e t Sub., w h i c h c o n t i n u e s a l l the way to G i l l a m . We w i l l c u t o f f a t Thompson J u n c t i o n f o r 
the 30 m i l e t r i p i n t o Thompson. 
A r r i v a l i n Thompson i s one hour l a t e . We take on two more s l e e p i n g c a r passengers and about 40 
coach passengers. I take a t a x i i n t o town to buy a newspaper. W h i l e I am gone a piggyback c a r 
w i t h t r a i l e r s i s added f o r the t r i p to C h u r c h i l l . D i n n e r t o n i g h t i s f i s h , which i s t a s t y . The 
t r a c k n o r t h of Thompson i s a l o t rougher than b e f o r e . I h i t the .hay. 
Good morning, i t ' s 7 a.m. I l o o k out and i t ' s v ery dark. We have passed the t r e e l i n e . The 
o n l y t r e e s are two f e e t h i g h , w i t h the odd one h i g h e r . I see a mileage p o l e . We are 30 m i l e s 
south o f C h u r c h i l l . I have b r e a k f a s t , then we are g o i n g i n t o the "Y" south of town. We back 
i n t o the s t a t i o n at 9 a.m. Immediately, s e r v i c i n g crews are busy w a t e r i n g the t r a i n and k n o c k i n g 
o f f the accumulated i c e . Our a r r i v a l was 40 minutes l a t e ; i t i s now l i g h t , o v e r c a s t , w i t h a -15 
temperature but not much wind. I take some p i c t u r e s w i t h the piggyback f l a t s t i l l a t t a c h e d . I t 
i s u n c o u p l e d and moved to a s i d i n g where the t r a i l e r can be t a k e n o f f . A l l o f the g r a i n t r a c k s 
are empty except f o r t h r e e Manitoba G r a i n c a r s , much s m a l l e r than normal g r a i r t c a r s . There are 
about 12 box c a r s t h a t are b e i n g unloaded which came o f f the mixed f r e i g h t y e s t e r d a y , p l u s two 
work c a r s and one automobile c a r r i e r . 
What does one do i n C h u r c h i l l when i t i s -15 w i t h a wind from the n o r t h s t a r t i n g ? Dress warmly. 
I r e n t a room at a l o c a l m o t e l , take a shower, r e l a x and watch some c a b l e TV. Around noon I 
head o u t . I b r o u g h t s p e c i a l c l o t h e s f o r t h i s c o l d . I make some purchases o f l o c a l goods, check 
out a l l of the o t h e r s t o r e s and t r y to s t a y warm. The main s t r e e t , K e l s e y Avenue, w i t h the 
snow b l o w i n g a c r o s s i t , l o o k s l i k e something out o f a movie about the Yukon. What a l i f e s t y l e ; 
i t g ets dark at 3 p.m. A f t e r d i n n e r I p roceed back to the s t a t i o n by c a r ; the owner o f the 
r e s t a u r a n t t a k e s me. I t i s -20. The HUDSON BAY i s steaming and h i s s i n g . The s t a t i o n i s o l d and 
has been r e c e n t l y r e p a i n t e d . The b u i l d i n g i s a two s t o r e y s t r u c t u r e , and has a plaque t h a t 
t e l l s you about the c o m p l e t i o n of the r a i l w a y . When you t h i n k of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s l i n e , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n such a s h o r t summer season, i t i s amazing. 

.We depart a t 9 p.m., on time, and head s o u t h on the Herchmer Sub., the most d e s o l a t e i n Canada. 
I t goes to G i l l a m , home of a b i g h y d r o - e l e c t r i c g e n e r a t i n g s t a t i o n . A l s o , CN keeps two engines 
here f o r work up to C h u r c h i l l and down to Thompson. We have 25 coach passengers and f i v e 
s l e e p e r p a s s e n g e r s . T o n i g h t t h e r e are some N o r t h e r n L i g h t s and m i l l i o n s upon m i l l i o n s of s t a r s , 
which you don't see i n the c i t y . I r e t i r e a f t e r a v e r y r e f r e s h i n g day, 
I am up at 0700. L o t s o f snow out a g a i n ; I h u r c h i l l does not r e c e i v e t h a t much snow. A f t e r 
b r e a k f a s t I j u s t watch the s i g h t s at P i k w l t o n e i ; I t h i n k t h a t we p i c k up the whole v i l l a g e , 
about 60 p e o p l e . They go i n t o Thompson f o r the day and r e t u r n i n the e v e n i n g on the northbound. 
We reach Thompson on time a t 10:10 a.m. I t ' s c o l d o ut, -20. They are c l e a n i n g a l l the t r a c k s 
w i t h a f r o n t end l o a d e r . The p i g g y b a c k f l a t i s uncoupled and s e t out on a s i d i n g . The r a i i b u s 
which you heard t h a t they were t e s t i n g on t h i s l i n e out o f Thompson d i d n ' t work out too w e l l : 
an o l d B r i l l bus m o d i f i e d f o r the r a i l s , A B r i t i s h L e y l a n d u n i t was a l s o t e s t e d ; t h i s u n i t i s 
b e i n g brought back f o r t e s t i n g i n the c o l d weather i n e a r l y 1987. 
We l e a v e Thompson on time w i t h o n l y t h r e e s l e e p i n g c a r passengers and 10 coach passengers. An 
u n e v e n t f u l run i s made t o The Pas, p i c k i n g up and d r o p p i n g o f f a l o n g the way. The northbound 
HUDSON BAY i s met at Wabowden, powered by VIA 6304 and 6610. I cannot make out the 
o t h e r names o r numbers because of the c l o u d s of steam. I have d i n n e r b e f o r e we r e a c h The Pas. 
We have a 14 hour s t o p here so I go f o r a b r i s k walk. On my r e t u r n a f r e i g h t from Lynn Lake w i t h 
t h r e e engines and 45 c a r s a r r i v e s . Out o f The Pas I am the o n l y s l e e p i n g c a r passenger and t h e r e 
are 20 coach p a s s e n g e r s . One coach and one steam g e n e r a t o r c a r were removed a t t h i s s t o p . We 
p i c k up a few passengers at Hudson Bay and Reserve. 
.Good Saturday morning at G l a d s t o n e ; we are r u n n i n g one hour l a t e . I have b r e a k f a s t and watch the 
s u n r i s e . We c r o s s at P o r t a g e l a P r a i r i e , a g r e a t p l a c e f o r r a i l w a t c h i n g . There i s a CP R a i l 
g r a i n t r a i n w a i t i n g f o r us to c r o s s and a CN p i g g y b a c k t r a i n w a i t i n g . We p r o c e e d i n t o Winnipeg. 
CN b u s i n e s s c a r s 92 and 15112 are p a r k e d on a s i d i n g . I must say t h a t t h i s VIA crew w hich I 
have had up t o C h u r c h i l l and back i s the b e s t I have ever e n c o u n t e r e d on a VIA t r a i n . They 
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took p r i d e i n t h e i r work and they enjoyed b e i n g w i t h a l l o f the p a s s e n g e r s . A l s o on b o a r d was 
a VIA t e c h n i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , c h e c k i n g o.it the steam g e n e r a t o r u n i t s , which are c a u s i n g some 
problems now. 
On c h e c k i n g the b o a r d , I see t h a t the CANADIAN and the SUPER are on time. I then walk b e h i n d 
the s t a t i o n t o the coach y a r d , where I see about 18 p i e c e s of passenger equipment, about h a l f 
o l d CP and CN, p l u s a coach w i t h the b l a c k and w h i t e CN c o l o u r s . The CANADIAN comes i n on time 
at 9:45 a.m. The equipment c o n s i s t i s : 'A' u n i t 6657, 'B' u n i t s 6626, 6608, baggage-dorm 604, 
coach 120, Sl<yline 507, s l e e p e r s CHATEAU PCLLARD, BLAINE MANOR, and LAURENTIDE PARK, i n which 
I have Bedroom 'C t o Toronto. The SUPER a r r i v e s a t 10:00 a.m., on time: 'A' u n i t 6519, 'B' 
u n i t 6637, baggage c a r 9620, coach 3210, s n a c k - d i n e r 750, s l e e p e r s EASTVIEW and ENDAKO. 
I b o a r d at 10:55 f o r our 10:55 d e p a r t u r e . We l e a v e at 11:25, h a l f an hour l a t e ; the coach has 
to be changed out. The A t t e n d a n t comes by t o i n t r o d u c e h i m s e l f , f o l l o w e d by the S e r v i c e Manager. 
A f t e r c l e a r i n g the CN l i n e we are now on the CP Keewatin Sub. Not t h a t much snow around, and 
the sun i s beaming i n t o the dome. Up t o 20 m i l e s west of Kenora, we have met two westbound 
c o n t a i n e r f r e i g h t s , an empty c o a l f r e i g h t and a g r a i n t r a i n . The CANADIAN has been f o l l o w i n g a 
f r e i g h t , so we are now one hour l a t e ; e v e n t u a l l y we move over to the n o r t h t r a c k to pass the 
f r e i g h t . 
Cur t r a i n a r r i v e s i n Kenora where the engine crew changes. We're now on the Ignace Sub., and 
between Kenora and Ignace we pass f i v e f r e i g h t s . Cne of the d i n i n g c a r a t t e n d a n t s comes around 
f o r e v e n i n g d i n n e r r e s e r v a t i o n s , two s i t t i n g s o n l y . There are 35 coach passengers and s l e e p i n g 
c a r p a s s e n g e r s a t t h i s p o i n t . At Ignace, t h r e e westbound and f i v e eastbound f r e i g h t s are i n the 
y a r d . E a s t o f Ignace t o Thundler Bay the CTC system i s not y e t o p e r a t i o n a l ; I am t o l d t h a t i t 
w i l l be w o r k i n g w i t h i n the next two months. The S e r v i c e Manager g i v e s me and the o t h e r passengers 
a VIA survey book, which i s 15 pages o f q u e s t i o n s . I have never had one o f these b e f o r e . The 
S e r v i c e Manager i s always v i s i b l e on the t r a i n . CP R a i l crews s i t up i n the dome and t h e i r 
w a l k i e - t a l k i e s are always g o i n g . Can't they get earphones? I t i s v e r y annoying. 
D i n n e r i s s e r v e d , and I have the H a l i b u t s t e a k ; i t i s more l i k e a grease f i s h s t e a k . The s e r v i c e 
i s q u i c k and a t t e n t i v e . Upon s p e a k i n g to the o t h e r passengers, I f i n d t h a t they seem to be 
e n j o y i n g themselves. We a r r i v e a t Thunder Bay at 9:20, r u n n i n g 20 minutes l a t e . I check the 
c o n s i s t : the new coach i s 116, the power 'A' u n i t 6513 and 'B' u n i t 6632. We are moving out o f 
Thunder Bay; l o t s of g r a i n c a r s . The N i p i g o n Sub. i s a l l welded r a i l ; at N i p i g o n i t ' s good 
n i g h t . 
I t ' s 8:30 a.m.; I open the b l i n d and t h e r e has been a f r e s h s n o w f a l l — n o t t h a t much, though. We 
are at M i l e a g e 120 on the Nemegos Sub., and are on time. T h i s a r e a i s a l o t l i k e N o r t h e r n 
Manitoba. I go f o r b r e a k f a s t ; I guess t h a t everyone i s s t i l l s l e e p i n g , as t h e r e are not too many 
i n the d i n e r . Even w i t h the s m a l l s n o w f a l l t h e r e i s not much snow o u t s i d e , and i t i s m i l d . The 
CANADIAN a r r i v e s at B i s c o t a s i n g on time at 9:30, under o v e r c a s t s k i e s . A westbound f r e i g h t , w i t h 
two engines and j u s t seven c a r s , i s met e a s t of here. A r r i v a l at C a r t i e r i s on time at 10:55, ajid^ 
an engine orew change i s made. Th e - o l d water tower i s s t i l l s t a n d i n g . We a r r i v e i n Sudbury 10 
minutes e a r l y . I t i s snowing to the tune of Christmas c a r o l s o v e r the s t a t i o n l o u d s p e a k e r . I 
get my camera and take some w i n t e r p i c t u r e s . 
The M o n t r e a l s e c t i o n has 'A' u n i t 6536, steam g e n e r a t o r 15460, coach-baggage 9300, snaok-
lounge c a r 758, and s l e e p e r CHATEAU POLLARD. Both t r a i n s l e a v e Sudbury on t i m e . We have o n l y 20 
coach passengers and 15 s l e e p i n g car p a s s e n g e r s . I t has now stopped snowing, and the c o u n t r y s i d e 
l o o k s f a r d i f f e r e n t from my t r i p n o r t h , as i t i s now covered i n snow. We l e a v e Sudbury a t 1:10 
and make our way through P a r r y Sound. N o r t h o f Washago we meet the westbound CANADIAN, then at 
the York Sub. we meet the Sunday N o r t h Bay t r a i n , then i n t o Toronto at 7:45, on t i m e . 
W e l l , i t ' s o v er, another VIA R a i l t r i p . 1 must say t h a t t h e r e has been a huge improvement over 
my t r i p i n March, e s p e c i a l l y i n the a r e a of s t a f f a t t i t u d e s and communication w i t h the 
passengers. The Customer S e r v i c e p erson from Winnipeg was the b e s t t h a t I have ever had on VIA. 
He shook everyone's hand and thanked them at the end o f the t r i p . I do hope t h a t i t keeps up. 

— O n Nov. 29 I took LRC T r a i n 46 from Toronto t o Ottawa. I t l e f t two minutes l a t e as b o a r d i n g 
d i d not b e g i n u n t i l 10 minutes b e f o r e s c h e d u l e d d e p a r t u r e , and l o s t time s t e a d i l y , a r r i v i n g 18 
minutes l a t e . I almost m i s s e d the t r a i n as the B l o o r subway t r a i n had t r o u b l e a t Spadina w i t h a 
s t u c k door; when I l a s t saw i t , the t r a i n was p r o c e e d i n g i n t o the t u n n e l w i t h the door open 
w h i l e passengers s t o o d around i t ! 
— O n my next v i s i t t o Toronto I rode TTC subway c a r 5336 and n o t e d t h a t i t has a plaque 
commemorating i t s h a v i n g been the f i r s t c a r from Hawker S i d d e l e y i n 1965. 
— O n Dec. 8, I t r a v e l l e d t o Ottawa on T r a i n 14. We were 16 minutes l a t e a t Cbbourg because o f 
t r a c k work between Oshawa and P o r t Hope, b u t g a i n e d i t a l l back on the f i v e hour s c h e d u l e . The 
t r a i n was d i v i d e d i n t o smoking and non-smoking c a r s r a t h e r than by d e s t i n a t i o n . 
— C N has l i f t e d the t r a c k west from Smiths F a l l s E a s t . The b r i d g e under the CP C h a l k R i v e r Sub. 
has been f i l l e d i n . The Smiths F a l l s h i s t o r i c a l group were s t i l l n e g o t i a t i n g t o buy the t r a c k 
from CN when the c o n t r a c t o r s l i f t e d I t ; they were a b l e to buy some t r a c k from the c o n t r a c t o r . 
— T h e W a k e f i e l d t r a c k has been taken over by the t h r e e concerned m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . A group i s 
i n t e n d i n g t o run a t r a i n s e r v i c e i n 1987. Many t r a i n s are t o be d i e s e l h a u l e d . Passenger 
p r o j e c t i o n s are o p t i m i s t i c . 
— T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e t e x t of the n o t i c e w h i c h a f r i e n d i n L a b r a d o r C i t y s e n t when I asked him 
t o get me a QNS&L t i m e t a b l e . 
PUBLIC NCTICE—QUEBEC, NCRTH SHCRE AND LABRADOR RAILWAY—Beginning 86-^10-20 and c o n t i n u i n g 
t hroughout the w i n t e r months u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e , the f o l l o w i n g QNS&L Passenger T r a i n Schedule 
i s i n e f f e c t . A l l times are l o c a l . 
Dpt. Sept l i e s , Sunday a t 1930 f o r Labra dor C i t y , a r r i v i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 0300. 
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Dpt. Labrador C i t y , Monday at 1300 f o r Sept l i e s , a r r i v i n g approximately 1900. 
Dpt. Sept l i e s , Wednesday at 0800 f o r Labrador C i t y , a r r i v i n g approximately 1800. 
Dpt. Labrador C i t y , Wednesday at 1400 f o r S c h e f f e r v i l l e , a r r i v i n g approximately 1930, 
Dpt. Labrador C i t y , F r i d a y at 10:00 f o r Sept l i e s , a r r i v i n g approximately 1830. 
Dpt. S c h e f f e r v i l l e , F r i d a y a t 0700 f o r Labrador C i t y , a r r i v i n g approximately 1530. 
WINDSOR AREA SIGHTINGS by A l l a n Rudover 
Aug. 29: C o n r a i l : BN 6805, OR 6626. Aug. 30: OR: 6474, 6009. DT&I T r a n s f e r : GTW 6400, 6424. 
Sept. 1: at B r a n t f o r d : CN 4601, 1378. At B u r l i n g t o n : CN 9538, 5345. Sept. 8, N&W: Sou. 3196, 
NW 8067. Sept. 9: N&W: NS 3269, NW 8034. Sept. 13, C o n r a i l : OR 6766, 8184. Sept. 14: CN wb i n 
London, CN 2035, 2000, 2017, 4536. At Rectory St. (engine t e r m i n a l ) : CN 9506, 9542, 4484, 3119, 
4502, 4528, 4510, 1322. Westbound INTERNATIONAL: Amtrak 392. EB INT'L: Amtrak 280. At CP 
Quebec S t . Engine T e r m i n a l : CP 5549, 4702, 4204, 6709. Sept. 19: CP wb A c i d t r a i n : CP 5518, 5401. 
Sept. 20: C o n r a i l y a r d : OR 7697, 2019. T r a i n 501: Soo 6614, CP 5559, Soo 6611.Sept. 22: N&W 
T r a n s f e r : NS 8000, 3230. Sept. 23: C&O wb t r a i n ; B&O 4807, C&O 3012, 3031. Sept. 26: DT&I 
T r a n s f e r : CTW 6421, 5 815. C&O wb t r a i n : 4439, 4101, C&O 3012, Sept. 27: CP T r a i n 502: Soo 6612, 
6607, CP 5519. T r a i n 501: Soo 6622, CP 5532, 5411. C o n r a i l yard: CR 1961, 6770. C&O wb t r a i n : 
C&O 3009, 4259, B&O 4802. Oct. 1: N&W yard: N&W 8077 ( r e d ) , 8055 ( b l a c k ) . Oct. 3, N&W yard: 
Sou. 3245, NS 8004. Oct. 11, CN Vandewater Yard: CN 5352, 9166, 4595. C&O wb f r t . , B&O 4296, 
SBD 6224, C&O 4827. CP wb f r t : CP 6039, 4205, 4213. At N&W boat y a r d i n D e t r o i t : NS 2854, N&W 
233. Oct. 12: C&O wb f r t : B&O 4805, SBD 6764, B&O 4101. DT&I T r a n s f e r : CTW 5924, 6201. Oct. 15 
at CN R i v e r f r o n t Yard: CN 7727. CN t r a n s f e r : CN 1347, 4229. DT&I T r a n s f e r : GTW 6422 ( r e d ) , 
5919. Oct. 18, at NW D e t r o i t boatyard: NW 233, 204. Oct. 18, CR y a r d : CR 8020, 1981, 8231. C&O 
wb f r t : B&O 4296, SBD 6800, B&O 4803, SBD 8131, 8224. Oct. 20: Essex Terminal 106 f r e s h l y r e ­
p a i n t e d . VIA T r a i n 74: 6553, 6634 and nine c a r s . Oct. 21, CR yard: CR 6298, 6711. Oct. 24, DT&I 
GTW 6403, 6402. C&O wb f r t . C&O 4065, 4118, 3017. CR yar d : CR 8157, 6295. CN eb f r t : CN 2030, 
4537, 2327. Oct. 28, N&W yard: Sou. 3232, NW 8028. Oct. 29, N&W yd. Sou. 3197, NW 8529. 
TORONTO AREA SIGHTINGS by Ben M i l l s 
Oct. 10: CP 1211-434017 B l o o r & K i p l i n g ; CN 7952 Long Branch; CP wb P t . C r e d i t 5515-5512-434003; 
eb P t . C r e d i t RDCs 6001-6125-6127-6147; D u f f e r i n Gate CN 9433 and e i g h t VIA c a r s . 
Oct. 13: CN 9433-15460 and e i g h t cars wb U; 6105-6002-6205-6217-6124 NIS to Mimico; CN 7733-
76550 dropping three gons of t i e s , B a t h u r s t S t . b r i d g e . CNR 1520 and f o u r cars i n t o U. 
Oct. 19: Amtrak 295, 354, 370, 372. Oct. 25: Lambton Yd.: 8139, 5513, 8921, 4213, 4200, 4248, 
434555. Oct. 28: CN MY wb 2032-5062-9505-79623; eb 9608-4294-4537-4571-79642; i n yard , crane 
50453-79736 and f l a t - 9 4 0 9 - f i v e c a r s of b a l l a s t ; eb 2019-2031-2323-79506; wb 9410-9451-9592-
79472; eb 2328-9900-9403-9461-9554-9464-79587; 1215-1244; 1245-1229 i n yard. Nov. 7: CP eb 
5553-4511-B&0 3721; eb 5798-B&0 3704-3708-434471; wb 4225-4230-5426-434556. Nov. 8: CP wb 
5530-8921-434059-434035-434071-434062-431105. Nov. 12: TTC RT16~17 ( w a l l washing u n i t s ) on 
St. Andrew S t a t i o n t a i l t r a c k . Nov. 15: Lambton, CP 1531-434070; Jordan spreader 40489L, V-plow 
on f r o n t . Nov. 23: CN Don Yd.: 7734, 7178, 7904, 7733, Sperry 123, a l l s t a t i o n a r y . Nov. 25: CP 
eb 5988-5793-ACR 183-434668. Nov. 27: CP 1618 i n c o l l i s i o n w i t h auto, Spadina & Front. Dec. 7: 
Soo 6623-CP 5520-5503-434102, c o n t a i n e r s and g r a i n hoppers. Dec. 17: VIA TMC (Mimico), 6400-6514. 
Dec 20- VIA 6401 Mimico; wb CN 9442-VIA 6402-15410 and s i x cars^ O a k v i l l e ; CN 9427-VIA 6405-
15471 and e i g h t c a r s . Dec. 24: CN MY 7227-221 NIS; wb out 9566-9489-9508-79316; wb i n 9418-
9493-7729-7163-76598; 7923-223 i n yd. Dec. 26: O a k v i l l e , VIA 6401-6402 and e i g h t c a r s . Dec. 28: 
CP 5531-4505-5555-4566-434722; VIA T r a i n 76, 6402-6407-15456-15410 (2nd s.g. on end of t r a i n ) ; 
VIA 6206-6003-6102-6106 on Havelock t r a i n . 
— A CN'F' u n i t was observed on Saturday, Nov. 29, 1986, heading north on the Newmarket Sub. 
through H o l l a n d Landing, Ont. I t was the t h i r d u n i t , r u n n i n g nose forward, i n a four u n i t 
lashup t a k i n g the empty Sherman ore car u n i t t r a i n back to U h t h o f f f o r a l o a d of stone, 
— T h e recent cotnmercial seen on l o c a l t e l e v i s i o n showing new automobiles on moving f l a t cars 
was f i l m e d on the B a l a Sub. at mileage 48.46, the f i r s t l e v e l c r o s s i n g south of Cedarbrae 
('actually, at Park Rd.) which i s roughly midway between Zephyr and P e f f e r l a w , Ont. 

--Dave S t a l f o r d 

M O R E NOTES 
F R O M THE C .G .M. 

— a s adapted from a Dec. 17, 1986 l e t t e r from Chief General Manager 
A.R. Savage to TTC S u p e r v i s o r y Employees 
— T h e American P u b l i c T r a n s i t A s s o c i a t i o n has honoured the TTC w i t h the 1986 P u b l i c T r a n s i t 
System Outstanding Achievement Award, given a n n u a l l y t o the North American t r a n s i t system t h a t 
has demonstrated e x t r a o r d i n a r y achievement i n e f f i c i e n c y and e f f e c t i v e n e s s . At the p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
the members of the APTA E x e c u t i v e spoke i n glowing terms of the TTC's r e p u t a t i o n w i t h i n the 
t r a n s i t i n d u s t r y across the c o n t i n e n t . " I b e l i e v e one of the reasons f o r our success i s t h a t we 
make every e f f o r t t o be r e s p o s i v e t o the r i d e r s . We have t r i e d to pay c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o 
t h e i r concerns and work hard towards improvement. As a r e s u l t of t h i s , complaints r e l a t e d t o 
d i s c o u r t e s y were down by almost 25 % through the t h i r d q u a r t e r of 1986 compared t o the same 
p e r i o d i n 1985; complaints about b y p a s s i n g patrons d e c l i n e d by approximately 13%; and complaints 
about subway and s u r f a c e delays were a l s o down s u b s t a n t i a l l y " , the CCM observed. 
— W i t h the onset of w i n t e r , t h e r e i s concern about o v e r a l l r e l i a b i l i t y on the subway and 
su r f a c e systems. As an example, d i e s e l bus r e l i a b i l i t y shows a downward t r e n d w i t h i n c r e a s i n g 
numbers of d e f e c t s r e c o r d e d per m i l e of 'operation. R e p a i r s of the c o o l i n g and b r a k i n g systems 
are becoming more frequent and many of the garages are e i t h e r a t , or near, t h e i r maximum 
c a p a c i t y t o do t h i s work. The TTC i s a l s o e x p e r i e n c i n g a c o n t i n u i n g d e c l i n e i n subway car 
r e l i a b i l i t y . In p a r t , t h i s can be a t t r i b u t e d t o the d e c l i n i n g performance of the G l o u c e s t e r 
f l e e t , which r e a l l y i s not s u r p r i s i n g i n l i g h t of the age of the car s and the m i l e s of s e r v i c e 
which they have p r o v i d e d . However, r e l i a b i l i t y problems continue to plague the H-5 c a r s , which 
i s cause f o r apprehension as the R-5 f l e e t i s l e s s than 10 years o l d and must serve f o r at 
l e a s t 20 more y e a r s . The problem areas are under i n v e s t i g a t i o n by a s p e c i a l R-5 ta s k f o r c e 
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U C R S a n d o the r 
e v e n t s a n d o c t i v i t i e s 

b y Ed C a m p b e l l 
Those members who were a b l e t o put a s i d e the p r e s s u r e s o f the Christmas season i n o r d e r t o 
a t t e n d the Toronto UCRS meeting on Dec. 19 were w e l l rewarded ( a c t u a l l y , the attendance was 
c l o s e t o the u s u a l l e v e l ) . The reward came i n the form o f an e x p e r t l y p r e p a r e d i l l u s t r a t e d 
address by Mike Ro s c h l a u on the s u b j e c t of the r a i l w a y s and e l e c t r i f i e d t r a n s i t systems o f 
A u s t r a l i a and New Zealand. Mike, now employed w i t h the Canadian Urban T r a n s i t A s s o c i a t i o n , spent 
s e v e r a l r e c e n t y e a r s i n A u s t r a l i a w o r k i n g towards a Ph.D. degree. H i g h l i g h t e d i n h i s 35ram 
s l i d e s were the i n t e n s i v e l y developed commuter r a i l systems o f Sydney and Melbourne, the l a t t e r 
c i t y ' s 700-car s t r e e t c a r system to which e x t e n s i o n s have r e c e n t l y been made, p r e s e r v e d steam, 
Canadian b u i l t d i e s e l s , and the s e v e r a l t r a n s p o r t museums. 
— A Good New Year's R e s o l u t i o n — R e s o l v e d t h a t I w i l l b r i n g one new member t o the Tipper Canada 
Railway S o c i e t y t h i s year. 
—We are g l a d t h a t Toronto member Ed M i s e r a , a f a i t h f u l meeting attendee, i s home from a rec e n t 
s t a y i n h o s p i t a l — w e w i s h Ed a q u i c k r e t u r n to good h e a l t h . The same i s wished f o r V i c Borrow 
who i s a l s o home from a r e c e n t h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n . 
— P l e a s e r e s o l v e now to a t t e n d the UCRS Annual M e e t i n g , t o be h e l d on Feb. 20. 
F r i d a y , Jan. 1 6 — T h e r e g u l a r Toronto UCRS meeting w i l l be h e l d i n the 6 t h f l o o r a u d i t o r i u m of 
the E d u c a t i o n Centre, C o l l e g e and McCaul S t s . , a t 7:30 p.m. sharp. F e a t u r e d w i l l be an address 
by Greg Cormick o f T r a n s p o r t 2000 on the Canadian passenger t r a i n s i t u a t i o n . By a l l means b r i n g 
your e d i t e d newscast s l i d e s . T h i s s h o u l d be a very i n t e r e s t i n g meeting. 
F r i d a y , Jan. 23—UCRS H a m i l t o n Chapter meeting i n the CNR s t a t i o n , H a m i l t o n . Members' 35mm 
s l i d e s w i l l be f e a t u r e d . Hamilton members would welcome your newscast s l i d e s — w h y not take them 
along? 
Thursday, Feb. 5—CRHA T&Y Div. meeting at 235 Queen's Quay West, Toronto. Meeting s t a r t s at 
8 p.m.; admission f r e e . 
F r i d a y , Feb. 6 — O n t a r i o S o c i e t y o f HO Model E n g i n e e r s meeting a t Rosedale P r e s b y t e r i a n Church, 
Mt. P l e a s a n t Rd. and South Dr., Toronto. Admission f r e e . 
S aturday, Feb. 1 4 — B a r r i e Model R a i l r o a d e r s F l e a Market w i l l be h e l d at S t . George's A n g l i c a n 
Church, co r n e r o f Burton Ave. and G r a n v i l l e S t . , B a r r i e . A dmission $2, 75? c h i l d ; t a b l e 
r e n t a l s $10 each. Contact Maurice Wagner, 86 H i g h c r o f t Rd., B a r r i e , Ont. L4N 2X7 (phone 705-
737-4496). 
F r i d a y , Feb. 20—UCRS Annual Meeting i n the 6th f l o o r a u d i t o r i u m o f the E d u c a t i o n Cenjtre, - -•-
C o l l e g e and McCaul -Sts., Toronto, 7:30 p.m.—sharp. A l l members-who can "^attend s h o u l d p l a n now 
to do so. Members s h o u l d a l s o s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r r u n n i n g f o r o f f i c e . There are t h r e e D i r e c t o r s 
to be e l e c t e d . The Nominating Committee i s c a l l i n g f o r n o m i n a t i o n s . The Committee c o n s i s t s of 
John Thompson (759-1803), George Meek (532-5617), George Roe (487-2512), A l M a i t l a n d (921-4023) 
and Dave S p a u l d i n g (463-1530). 
F r i d a y , Feb. 27—UCRS Ha m i l t o n Chapter meeting at the CNR s t a t i o n , H a m i l t o n , 8 p.m. Members' 
35mm s l i d e s w i l l be shown, p l e a s e b r i n g y o u r s a l o n g , newscast o r o t h e r w i s e . A l l members-and 
guests welcome . 
Saturday, March 14, Sunday, March 1 5 — T h e 12th Annual Toronto Model Railway Show, sponsored by 
the T&y D i v i s i o n , CRHA, at the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C e n t r e , 6900 A i r p o r t Rd., M i s s i s s a u g a , Ont. 
Adm i s s i o n $5 a d u l t , $3 s e n i o r , $2 c h i l d (6-12 y e a r s ) . The UCRS i s expected to have a d i s p l a y 
booth. F o r vendor i n q u i r i e s and o t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l Mike at (416) 488-9446. T h i s i s Toronto's 
b i g annual event f o r both r a i l e n t h u s i a s t s and model r a i l r o a d e r s , so p l a n to a t t e n d — b o t h days 
i f p o s s i b l e . 
Saturday, A p r i l 1 1 — A n o t h e r day to mark on your c a l e n d a r : F o r e s t C i t y R a i l w a y S o c i e t y w i l l h o l d 
i t s 14th Annual S l i d e Swap Day a t A l l S a i n t s A n g l i c a n Church, Hamilton Rd. ( e a s t of A d e l a i d e ) , 
London, Cnt., from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. E n t r y s t i l l $2, d e a l e r s welcome. 

made up of o p e r a t i o n s and e n g i n e e r i n g p e r s o n n e l w i t h i n the Equipment Dept. T h i s t a s k i s not an 
easy one as the numerous i n t e r d e p e n d e n t subsystems on these c a r s make t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g a ve r y 
complex p r o c e s s . 
— T h e P l a n t Dept. i s e x t e n d i n g the l o a d i n g p l a t f o r m s a l o n g S t . C l a i r and o t h e r s t r e e t c a r r o u t e s 
t o accommodate the ALRVs. Merchants i n the a r e a have complained t h a t the e x t e n s i o n o f the, 
I s l a n d s reduces the number of curb p a r k i n g spaces. However, the number of p a r k i n g s p o t s removed 
i s v e r y s m a l l . 
— P r o g r e s s on the H a r b o u r f r o n t LRT p r o j e c t c o n t i n u e s t o be slow. W h i l e the TTC has r e c e i v e d 
what i s hoped to be f i n a l a p p r o v a l from the O n t a r i o M i n i s t r y o f the Environment, t h e r e i s a 15-
day p e r i o d b e f o r e t h i s a p p r o v a l comes i n t o f o r c e . T h i s a l l o w s the M i n i s t r y a p e r i o d i n w h i c h to 
r e c e i v e any r e q u e s t s f o r a h e a r i n g . However, a Metro p o l i t i c i a n has lodged a c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t 
the p r o j e c t on the grounds t h a t the l i n e i s "not n e c e s s a r y " ( N o r t h York C o n t r o l l e r E s t h e r S h i n e r , 
the g r e a t expressway p r o t a g o n i s t — E d . ) , which c o u l d r e s u l t i n a p u b l i c h e a r i n g and a d e l a y i n 
a p p r o v a l of up t o s i x months. I n the meantime, a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of de s i g n e n g i n e e r i n g work 
i s b e i n g c a r r i e d out so t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n can be w e l l underway by the end of 1987. The a p p l i c ­
a t i o n t o the M i n i s t r y o f the Environment was, i n f a c t , the f i r s t f u l l e n v i r o n m e n t a l s t u d y t h a t 
t h e TTC has had t o c a r r y out under t h i s A c t , i n v o l v i n g about 18 months of work and s u b s t a n t i a l 
e x t r a c o s t . T h i s v e r y c o m p l i c a t e d procedure p r e s e n t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e c h a l l e n g e t o TTC s t a f f , who 
were f a c e d w i t h numerous demands and new and time consuming f o l l o w - t h r o u g h p r o c e d u r e s . (A t r u l y 
i m p a r t i a l c o s t / b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s o f t h i s " e n v i r o n m e n t a l " study would p r o b a b l y show t h a t t h i s i s 
money s t r i c t l y down t h e d r a i n — E d . ) . 
— T h e Sp a d i n a LRT p r o p o s a l has not been w e l l r e c e i v e d by the Spadina Avenue/Kensington Market 
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b u s i n e s s community, nor by r e s i d e n t s o f the neighbourhood s t r e e t s e a s t and west of Spadina Ave., 
At a p u b l i c meeting h e l d i n October, members of the l o c a l b u s i n e s s community e x p r e s s e d s t r o n g 
concern o v e r the l i m i t e d l e f t t u r n p r o v i s i o n s and the l o s s of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 100 o n - s t r e e t 
p a r k i n g spaces through e l i m i n a t i o n o f angle p a r k i n g , as s p e c i f i e d i n the c u r r e n t d e s i g n 
p r o p o s a l s . In p a r t i c u l a r , they f e e l t h a t commercial v e h i c l e s would encounter even more d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s than they do now i n making p i c k u p s and d e l i v e r i e s . For the r e s i d e n t s p a r t , they are 
concerned t h a t , i f m o t o r i s t s and d e l i v e r y ti'ucks are unable to make l e f t t u r n s , t r a f f i c w i l l 
stream through t h e i r neighbourhoods. Another concern i s t h a t the LRT w i l l change Spadina Ave. 
to a h i g h speed c o r r i d o r s e r v i n g the CN/Marathon R e a l t y (dome stadium e t a l ) development, which 
c o u l d have an adverse e f f e c t on the c h a r a c t e r of the neighbourhood. In t h i s r e g a r d some of the 
news media have g r e a t l y e xaggerated the s i t u a t i o n by r e f e r r i n g t o " h i g h speed t r a i n s r o c k e t i n g 
down Spadina". In f a c t , the LRT o p e r a t i n g on a d e d i c a t e d r i g h t - o f - w a y would ac h i e v e an average 
speed of ap p r o x i m a t e l y 13 mph, compared to e i g h t mph averaged by Spadina buses. The Commission 
and M e t r o p o l i t a n Toronto P l a n n i n g s t a f f have taken a s t r o n g s t a n d t h a t the LRT on Spadina i s 
necessary t o p r o v i d e b e t t e r t r a n s i t s e r v i c e f o r Metro r e s i d e n t s and, f u r t h e r , t h a t i t must be 
p r o v i d e d t o sup p o r t the amount of development t h a t i s b e i n g c a r r i e d out i n downtown Toronto and 
to o f f s e t the crowding on the Yonge Subway. The s a i d a u t h o r i t i e s a l s o are of the o p i n i o n t h a t 
s t r e e t c a r s o p e r a t i n g w i t h o u t p r i o r i t y are not p r a c t i c a l i n the type o f t r a f f i c t h a t i s now 
b e i n g generated i n downtown Toronto. Mr. Savage s a i d t h a t "The c l e a r e s t way of p u t t i n g i t i s 
t h a t we are r e l u c t a n t t o send s t r e e t c a r s i n t o t h a t t r a f f i c and have them op e r a t e i n e f f i c i e n t l y ; 
the c o s t i s too h i g h . I f we are unable to o b t a i n the r i g h t - o f - w a y , then we s h o u l d use buses, 
which have a lower c a p i t a l c o s t and are e q u a l l y e f f e c t i v e , i f not more so. How, the i s s u e of 
s t r e e t c a r s on Spadina w i l l e v e n t u a l l y be r e s o l v e d i s u n c l e a r at t h i s time". 
— C o n s t r u c t i o n Is c o n t i n u i n g on the newest subway s t a t i o n (North,York C e n t r e ) , l o c a t e d on the 
Yonge l i n e between Sheppard and F i n c h . The s t r u c t u r a l work i s now almost c o m p i e t e j w l t h the new 
co n c r e t e w a l l s , mezzanine f l o o r , and r o o f s l a b i n p l a c e . S t a t i o n " p l a t f o r m s have no^'been 
completed and i n s t a l l a t i o n of mech a n i c a l and e l e c t r i c a l components i s underway at both p l a t f o r m 
and mezzanine l e v e l s as p r o g r e s s c o n t i n u e s toward the s t a r t o f o p e r a t i o n s i n mid-1987. The 
removal of the e x i s t i n g t u n n e l w a l l s was a very i n t e r e s t i n g o p e r a t i o n t h a t used the l a r g e s t 
diameter c o n c r e t e saw i n No r t h America to cut the w a l l s i n t o 20-ton sections;, making i t p o s s i b l e 
t o remove them as i n d i v i d u a l s l a b s . T h i s work was performed w h i l e the subwayvwas i n o p e r a t i o n 
and p r o v i d e d an i n t e r e s t i n g vantage p o i n t from which to view the t r a i n s i n mid - t u n n e l o p e r a t i o n . 
T h i s i s b e l i e v e d t o rep r e s e n t the f i r s t time anywhere t h a t such a c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o c e s s has been 
used w h i l e a subway system remained i n o p e r a t i o n . 
— I n the matt e r of the 1987 f a r e i n c r e a s e Mr. Savage p o i n t e d out t h a t the,Commission h e l d t o 
the $1 cash f a r e as opposed to going t o $1.05, but i t ,may be necessary t o ̂ (S t o $l--.j05, o r even 
h i g h e r , next year. However, by then t h e r e s h o u l d be a ' d o l l a r c o i n , which w i l l -make cash f a r e 
t r a n s a c t i o n s e a s i e r t o p r o c e s s . I n t r o d u c t i o n o f the new d o l l a r c o i n i s expected to b e g i n i n 
J u l y , 1987. The F e d e r a l Government has i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t w i l l s t o p p r i n t i n g $1 b i l l s 'three 
months a f t e r the new c o i n i s i n t r o d u c e d and th a t $1 b i l l s w i l l be accepted as currency f o r t h r e e 
more y e a r s . The government a n t i c i p a t e s , however, t h a t i n about nine months t h e r e w i l l be very 
few $1 b i l l s l e f t i n c i r c u l a t i o n , which w i l l make a consideiNlrtMe d i ^ f i ^ r e j i ^ . In the TTC's (and, 
presumably, o t h e r t r a n s i t systems') f a r e h a n d l i n g o p e r a t i o n s . 
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