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F a r e w e l l , Spadina: CN's roundhouse has r e c e n t l y been demolished but 
i n 1963 i t was humming w i t h a c t i v i t y , f i l l e d w i t h f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n 
d i e s e l power. In those days the Toronto s k y l i n e was much d i f f e r e n t , 
and much b e t t e r . __john D. Thompson 

T h i s strange beast i s the l a t e s t a d d i t i o n to the TTC's work c a r 
f l e e t . I t ' s RT27, a beam t r a n s p o r t e r car to be used to r e p l a c e beams 
(c o n c r e t e t r a c k s l a b s ) on the P r i n c e Edward V i a d u c t . The 75-foot car 
can c a r r y a beam on each end, which i s then lowered i n p l a c e w i t h the 
t r a v e l l i n g overhead crane. The car, which i s p r o p e l l e d by one of the 
TTC's subway lo c o m o t i v e s , was assembled by a company i n Scarborough, 
and uses a p a i r of strengthened G l o u c e s t e r subway car t r u c k s . 

—TTC photo 

T h e y ' l l run again: two of O n t a r i o R a i l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s steamers, ex-CPR 
136 and 1057, are p i c t u r e d on a 1974 e x c u r s i o n to Owen Sound, n o r t h 
bound near Shelburne. The C r e d i t V a l l e y name was chosen f o r the 
u n r e a l i z e d o p e r a t i o n n o r t h out of Georgetown. , „ „, 

— J o h n D. Thompson 

CN Burro Crane 50452 switches work cars (mostly s l e e p i n g cabins mounted 
on f l a t c a r s ) i n the Main S t . Maintenance-of-Way Yard, Toronto. Note 
adjacent Danforth GO T r a n s i t s t a t i o n ; u n t i l the l a t e 1960s CN had a 
s t a t i o n on the n o r t h s i d e of the p l a t f o r m . Apr. 24, 1986. ^̂ ^̂  Smith 
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One round s t r u c t u r e i s b e i n g removed f o r a n o t h e r — u n d e r t h e a u t h o r i t y o f a d e m o l i t i o n p e r m i t 
i s s u e d i n e a r l y A p r i l , Greenspoon B r o s . , Toronto w r e c k i n g c o n t r a c t o r s , were at time o f w r i t i n g 
l a y i n g waste the CN S p a d i n a b u i l d i n g s . I n c l u d e d i n the d e v a s t a t i o n , o f c o u r s e , i s S p a d i n a Round
house, s u b j e c t o f the NEWSLETTER'S November 1985 i s s u e l e a d a r t i c l e . In the meantime, th e coach 
y a r d has been i n r e c e n t months a s i t e f o r s t o r a g e o f out o f s e r v i c e f r e i g h t c a r s . The whole 
scene i s one o f p h y s i c a l d e s o l a t i o n and one such as t o i n s t i l l d e s o l a t i o n i n the h e a r t s o f r a i l 
e n t h u s i a s t s who knew the g r e a t d a y s — w h e t h e r i n t h e d i e s e l o r steam e r a . 
To r i s e p a r t i a l l y on the s i t e o f the roundhouse ( c o v e r i n g more o r l e s s i t s e a s t e r l y h a l f ) w i l l 
be T o r o n t o ' s much p u b l i c i z e d and s t i l l c o n t r o v e r s i a l domed s t a d i u m — c o n t r o v e r s i a l because o f i t s 
l o c a t i o n (many p e o p l e s t i l l f e e l t h a t t h e CNE would have been b e t t e r ) , c o n t r o v e r s u a l because an 
u ncovered ( b u t s t i l l f i r s t c l a s s ) s t a d i u m c o u l d be o b t a i n e d a t much l e s s c o s t , and c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
because t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t r a f f i c f a c i l i t i e s promise to be l e s s than i d e a l . The dome i s s a i d 
t o be so l o c a t e d as to be w e l l s e r v e d by t r a n s i t , b u t n o t h i n g w i l l r e a l l y s e r v e i t d i r e c t l y . A 
walk o f a h a l f m i l e from Union o r S t . Andrew S t a t i o n s f a c e s the TTC subway passenger. T h i s i s 
not a p l e a s a n t p r o s p e c t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i n c l e m e n t weather, i n c l u d i n g h ot, humid summer days. 
A l t h o u g h thought had been g i v e n t o a new GO T r a n s i t s t a t i o n a t S p a d i n a Avenue t o -serve the dome 
t h i s i d e a has now been a b a n d o n e d — t h e s p a c i n g from Union S t a t i o n would s i m p l y haive been too ' 
s h o r t . The R e l i e f L i n e i n the Network 2011 p l a n f o r subway'extensions would t e r m i n a t e (from the 
e a s t ) a t S p a d i n a and F r o n t , e x p l i c i t l y t o s e r v e t h e s t a d i u m ( s t i l l i n v o l v i n g some l i t t l e w a l k ) . 
But t h e R e l i e f L i n e remains even more c o n t r o v e r s i a l t h a n the s t a d i u m and may not be b u i l t a t 
a l l . Even i f i t i s c o n s t r u c t e d , the dome w i l l p r o b a b l y o p e r a t e f o r some y e a r s - w i t h o u t i t . 
The H a r b o u r f r e n t LRT l i n e w i l l not s e r v e t h e dome v e r y w e l l , as p a s s e n g ers w i l l have t o a l i g h t 
at John S t . (Rees S t . ) and walk some d i s t a n c e t o t h e n o r t h and west. I t seems t h a t the s t a d i u m 
w i l l open w i t h S p a d i n a buses, o f a l l t h i n g s , coming c l o s e s t t o i t s doors. The dome p r o v i d e s an 
e l o q u e n t case f o r a t h r o u g h H a r b o u r f r o n t - S p a d i n a LRT l i n e . A s t a t i o n a t S p a d i n a and The Esplanade-
(West) ( t h e s t r e e t w h i c h i s t o pass d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f the stadium) i s under c o n t e m p l a t i o n 
(and d e s i g n ) f o r the LRT l i n e . However, the S p a d i n a s e c t i o n o f the l a t t e r i s c u r r e n t l y bogged 
down i n l o c a l o p p o s i t i o n w o r r i e d about s i x - i n c h h i g h median curbs and r e s t r i c t i o n s on where one 
can make l e f t t u r n s ( t h e Annex R e s i d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , which w i l l not r e a l l y have the l i n e 
p e n e t r a t i n g i t s neighbourhood, has come out s a y i n g t h a t i t t h i n k s t h a t c o n t i n u e d bus o p e r a t i o n 
would be t h e b e s t a l t e r n a t i v e f o r S p a d i n a Avenuel'.) A f t e r 14 y e a r s o f s t u d y t h e S p a d i n a LRT l i n e , 
s e emingly v i t a l f o r access t o the domed s t a d i u m because of the above d i s c u s s e d remoteness o f 
o t h e r t r a n s i t l i n e s , s t i l l appears t o be a l o n g way from g e t t i n g o f f ( o n t o ) the ground. 
Another weakness i n the o v e r a l l s t a d i u m t r a n s p o r t a t i o n scheme would seem t o be t h e heavy 
r e l i a n c e t h a t i s b e i n g p l a c e d on a m u l t i p l i c i t y o f p r i v a t e p a r k i n g garages and l o t s n o r t h o f 
F r o n t S t . t o s e r v e m o t o r i s t s a t t e n d i n g e v e n t s . The f r u s t r a t i o n t h a t may w e l l r e s u l t when 
d r i v e r s f i n d t h e s e l i m i t e d c a p a c i t y f a c i l i t i e s a l r e a d y f u l l , h a v i n g t o move on t o s e a r c h f o r 
o t h e r s s t i l l w i t h space, may w e l l make many d r i v e r s r e g u l a r u s e r s of l a r g e r garages i n t h e 
downtown a r e a , becoming p a r k and r i d e p a s s e n g e r s on the H a r b o u r f r o n t - S p a d i n a LRT l i n e . T h i s i s 
a n o t h e r r e a s o n why the Spadina s e c t i o n o f t h e f a c i l i t y c o u l d w e l l be o f g r e a t importance i n 
p r o v i d i n g a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o t h e dome. F o r t h a t m a t t e r , i f the TTC and GO T r a n s i t _ s h o u l d be 
a b l e t o work o u t t h r o u g h t i c k e t i n g arrangements, GO p a s s e n g e r s may u l t i m a t e l y r i d e t h e LRT 
from Union S t a t i o n to the s t a d i u m . 

ONTARIO' RAIL A'SSOCrATlON FINDS A HOME—AT L A S T — A f t e r some 15 y e a r s of f a l s e s t a r t s , the ORA 
has, at l a s t , o b t a i n e d an o p e r a t i n g l o c a t i o n f o r i t s c o l l e c t i o n o f steam l o c o m o t i v e s and 
v i n t a g e passenger c a r s — f o u r m i l e s o f the CNR's Beeton S u b d i v i s i o n , between the towns o f Beeton 
and Tottenham, about 45 m i l e s from Toronto. The t r a c k i s b e i n g p u r c h a s e d f o r $40,000 ( t h e s c r a p 
p r i c e ) by the Tottenham Chamber o f Commerce, and presumably w i l l be l e a s e d t o the ORA. By the 
time you r e a d t h i s the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s c o l l e c t i o n , c o m p r i s i n g CPR 4-6-0 1057, 4-4-0 136, s e v e r a l 
CPR heavyweight coaches, an ONE B u s i n e s s Car, and o t h e r i t e m s , w i l l l i k e l y have been moved up 
t h e r e from the Toronto a r e a . The impetus f o r the move was the imminent i s o l a t i o n o f t h e y a r d 
a t Cawthra Rd., P o r t C r e d i t , where most of the r o l l i n g s t o c k was s t o r e d , due t o a grade 
s e p a r a t i o n p r o j e c t . The l o c o m o t i v e s were s t o r e d on s i d i n g s on the Toronto w a t e r f r o n t . 
A l t h o u g h t h e l i n e n o r t h o f Beeton i s b e i n g r e t a i n e d by CN f o r t h e time b e i n g , the r a i l w a y 
c o n s i d e r s i t n o n - o p e r a t i o n a l , due t o the c o n d i t i o n of two b r i d g e s . However, the ORA equipment 
was moved a c r o s s them on a "one t i m e " b a s i s . South of Tottenham, the l i n e i s t o be t o r n up l a t e r 
t h i s y e a r . The s o u t h e r l y p o r t i o n , from Cheltenham to- Georgetown, some seven m i l e s , w h i c h ORA had 
o r i g i n a l l y sought, has been t o r n up. From Beeton, i t i s about 25 m i l e s t o the j u n c t i o n w i t h 
CN's Newmarket Sub. a t A l l a n d a l e ( B a r r i e ) . The ORA s e c t i o n c o v e r s M i l e s 54.8-58.75. 
Much work must be'performed b e f o r e the ORA can commence o p e r a t i o n s ; UCRS members i n t e r e s t e d i n 
a s s i s t i n g c o u l d c o n t a c t them a t Box 64, Brampton, Ont. 
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UPDATE ON SOCIETY NEWS—JUNE 3 ,' 1986 
Car 1 3 — I n t h e l a s t NEWSLETTER, i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t the c a r was about t o be moved i n t o i t s new 
home i n an O n t a r i o Hydro y a r d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the curve l e a d i n g i n t o t h e s i d i n g i s of an 
ex t r e m e l y sharp r a d i u s , and the oar's f r o n t a x l e has d e r a i l e d t w i c e w h i l e b e i n g moved i n . I t i s 
f e l t t h a t t h i s may be due t o the f o r c e e x e r t e d by the s w i t c h e r p u s h i n g t h e c a r around the cur v e . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , once t h e c a r i s r e r a i l e d , i t may be p u l l e d i n t o p l a c e , u s i n g a t r u c k ( s ) . E o r t u n a t e l y 
Car 13 r i d e s on r o l l e r b e a r i n g t r u c k s and moves e a s i l y . H o p e f u l l y by the ti m e you r e a d t h i s i t 
w i l l be s a f e l y i n s t a l l e d i n i t s s i d i n g . We are indee d f o r t u n a t e t h a t members such as George Meek 
and Mai Marchbank have had some f r e e time d u r i n g week days t o a t t e n d t o arrangements i n v o l v i n g 
the move. They and the o t h e r s i n v o l v e d , such as John Laraway, deserve our tha n k s . 
The problems, i n c l u d i n g unexpected expenses, a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the move o f Car 13, p o i n t out t h e 
heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h a t ownership o f a r a i l w a y c a r by a c l u b such as ours i n v o l v e s . As mentioned 
e a r l i e r , i t i s o n l y sound b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e f o r the S o c i e t y t o e v a l u a t e the wisdom of c o n t i n u e d 
ownership o f the c a r , i n l i g h t o f a n t i c i p a t e d maintenance expenses, c o n t i n u i n g s t o r a g e and 
e l e c t r i c i t y c h a r g e s , _ e t c . ,- J. n i t h e face„pf the r a t h e r d o u b t f u l p o s s i b i l i t y o f o p e r j . t i n g the c a r , 
g i v e n the d i f f i c u l t y o f moving i t i n and out o f the s i d i n g . T h e r e f o r e , a t the next D i r e c t o r s ' 
m e eting, we w i l l attempt t o r e s o l v e the s i t u a t i o n , w e i g h i n g t h r e e o p t i o n s : l ) R e t a i n i n d e f i n i t e l y j 
2 ) R e t a i n f o r a g i v e n p e r i o d , e.g.. 6 months-one y e a r , t o see. what the o p e r a t i n g c l i m a t e i s , 
what use can be made o f the c a r f o r s p e c i a l meetings.! e t c . , and what amount o f i n t e r e s t i s 
shown by members^ 3) O f f e r i t f o r s a l e t o a good home. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , v i r t u a l l y n o t h i n g has been r e c e i v e d from the membership a t l a r g e i n the way o f 
feedback c o n c e r n i n g the c a r , d e s p i t e my r e q u e s t i n the l a s t NEWSLETTER. 
Toronto C i v i c R a i l w a y s b o o k — i s now i n the hands of our p r i n t e r , and work i s p r o c e e d i n g towards 
an August r e l e a s e d a t e . The response from members has been g r a t i f y i n g , w i t h over 50 o r d e r s 
h a v i n g been r e c e i v e d t o d a t e . 
S p e c i a l B u s i n e s s M e e t i n g , May 2 8 — T h i s was an i n f o r m a t i v e and p r o d u c t i v e meeting, r u n n i n g 3i 
ho u r s . A l t h o u g h o n l y e i g h t members, i n a d d i t i o n t o D i r e c t o r s , a t t e n d e d , the d i s c u s s i o n was 
l i v e l y , w i t h a number of i n t e r e s t i n g s u g g e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g c l u b a c t i v i t i e s b e i n g p u t f o r w a r d 
and, t h a n k f u l l y , a couple o f o f f e r s o f a s s i s t a n c e . V a r i o u s UCRS t o p i c s o f i n t e r e s t — t h e Toronto 
C i v i c book. Car 13, the 1987 c a l e n d a r , the NEWSLETTER, o f f i c e space, and f u t u r e p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
were a l l r e v i e w e d . 
C h r i s Spinney o f f e r e d t o a s s i s t w i t h the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the TOR book to a r e a s t o r e s commencing 
t h i s f a l l . Ray Kennedy o f f e r e d h i s a s s i s t a n c e as g e n e r a l a d v i s o r on the book's p u b l i c a t i o n , 
s a l e s and g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n . C a l e n d a r C o - o r d i n a t o r Dave S t a l f o r d r e p o r t e d t h a t i t would be 
a v a i l a b l e by mid-summer, w i t h a p r e s s run of 500. A committee c o m p r i s i n g Dave, John Thompson and 
A r t Clowse w i l l d i s c u s s p r i c i n g , p r o m o t i o n , e t c . O r d e r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be p r o v i d e d i n the 
J u l y and August NEWSLETTERS. Some changes to th e NEWSLETTER t o make i t more a t t r a c t i v e , such as 
double columns, were s u g g e s t e d by C h r i s Spinney. Use of a word p r o c e s s o r was c o n s i d e r e d ; C h r i s 
was asked t o p r e p a r e a r e p o r t on the f e a s i b i l i t y o f d o i n g so. A r t was asked to work on some new 
i d e a s f o r u p d a t i n g our NEWSLETTER a d d r e s s i n g p r o c e d u r e . C o n s i d e r a b l e d i s c u s s i o n took p l a c e 
c o n c e r n i n g Car 13, w i t h mention o f r e p a i r s , f u t u r e uses, e t c . b e i n g c o v e r e d . 
Our thanks t o A l M a i t l a n d f o r a r r a n g i n g t h e room. 
F a n t r i p s — C u r E x c u r s i o n Committee, c o m p r i s i n g Ron L a y t o n and Mai Marchbank, has proposed a week
end t r i p on the CNR. T h i s would i n v o l v e t r a v e l l i n g t o N o r t h Bay by C h a r t e r e d bus, then onto a 
s p e c i a l CNR t r a i n . H o t e l accommodation would be a r r a n g e d i n N o r t h Bay. T h i s t r i p has not been 
g i v e n f u l l a p p r o v a l by the D i r e c t o r s , pending e v a l u a t i o n s and recommendations as t o i t s chances 
f o r s u c c e s s b y our E x c u r s i o n D i r e c t o r , P a t Scrimgeour, and T r e a s u r e r , John Hesse. F u r t h e r d e t a i l s 
as t o whether o r not t h i s t r i p goes ahead w i l l be p r o v i d e d n e x t month. j^^^ ^ Thompson, 

PRESIDENT ' 

C o v e r : CN 'F' u n i t s on a t r a n s f e r run t o Scarborough on a Satu r d a y morning i n A p r i l 1986. 
— J o h n D. Thompson 
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THE ITINERANT RAILFAN • 4 Text and map by Dems T a y l o r 

A g i n c o u r t , Ont., M i l e 96.3, Oshawa S u b d i v i s i o n , CP R a i l . G e n e r a l L o c a t i o n : N o r t h - c e n t r a l 
Scarborough, Cnt. 

How To Get There: L o c a t i o n "A": From Highway 401, d r i v e n o r t h on Kennedy Rd. t o Sheppard Ave. 
E a s t . Go e a s t on Sheppard t o Glen W a t f o r d Dr., j u s t b e f o r e t h e CPR underpass, a t the t r a f f i c 
l i g h t s . Turn n o r t h on Glen W a t f o r d and i n t o t h e s m a l l p l a z a on th e immediate r i g h t , p a r k and 
w a l k around t h e b u i l d i n g s t o the s o u t h - e a s t c o r n e r . 
L o c a t i o n "B": No r t h from Hwy. 401 t o Sheppard Ave. E a s t as above. C o n t i n u e under t h e CP o v e r 
pass t o th e top of the grade and t u r n l e f t - i n t o the laneway by Stanmore Equipment b u i l d i n g on 
the n o r t h s i d e o f Sheppard. T h i s i s the s i t e o f the o l d CPR A g i n c o u r t s t a t i o n . 
R a i l t r a f f i c : T h i s l i n e i s f r e i g h t s e r v i c e o n l y , e x c e p t f o r the morning and e v e n i n g RDC t o 
Havelo c k . T r a i n s run t o and from t h e CPR Toronto Y a r d as w e l l as the hump s w i t c h e r movements. 
CP on fr e q u e n c y 161.475. 

A TIMELY WORD OF ADVICE—As r e p o r t e d i n an e a r l i e r NEWSLETTER, CNR E-lO-a 2-6-0 No. 96, w h i l e 
s i t t i n g i n CN M a c M i l l a n Y a r d , had i t s b e l l s t o l e n by p a r t i e s unknown. The r a i l w a y and t h e 
owner o f the engine were not too i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e a c t o f v a n d a l i s m . A g a i n t h e "Ugly R a i l f a n " 
r i s e s t o the s u r f a c e t o g i v e as a l l a b l a c k eye. R a i l photo b u f f s a r e a g a i n reminded t o ta k e 
the time t o o b t a i n photo r e l e a s e s and buy t h e i r own ha r d h a t s f o r e n t r y t o th e y a r d . Show t h e 
r a i l w a y s t h a t you are someone who can be t r u s t e d and a c r e d i t t o th e hobby'. Toronto a r e a r a i l 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s have had i t good f o r y e a r s a t our y a r d s , w i t h v e r y easy e n t r a n c e t o engine 
t e r m i n a l s . Cne has o n l y t o go t o M o n t r e a l , a t th e CN o r CP y a r d s t h e r e , t o see the d i f f e r e n c e . 
The same s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s i n t h e U.S. i n New England, where the r a i l r o a d s have become v e r y 
a g g r e s s i v e and h o s t i l e t o r a i l f a n s . Obey t h e r u l e s so t h a t t h e welcome mat s t a y s out'. 

— R o n L i p s e t t 
C a l l s f o r t e n d e r s have been i s s u e d f o r C o n t r a c t 333-M12-85-BTM f o r s u p p l y 
and d e l i v e r y of submerged pumps, c o n t r o l systems and a c c e s s o r i e s f o r pumping 

f^^^^W s t a t i o n s on the west s e c t i o n o f M o n t r e a l Metro L i n e No. 5 and C o n t r a c t 974-
l^^^ri V9-86-BTM f o r the l a y i n g of tra c k w a y s f o r a p a r t o f t h e west s e c t i o n o f L i n e 
y J B J 5. T h i s l i n e i s t h a t p a r t o f M o n t r e a l ' s subway system j o i n i n g t h e west 
X ^ ^ ^ ^ p o r t i o n o f L i n e No. 2 a t Snowdon w i t h the e a s t p o r t i o n of the same l i n e near 

Mont R o y a l . On most c u r r e n t METRO system maps. L i n e No. 5 i s shown as b e i n g 
"operational',' but th e s e t e n d e r s , c o u p l e d w i t h s e v e r a l e x p l o r a t i o n s o f the 

Snowdon METRO s t a t i o n , c o n f i r m t h a t i t w i l l be some time y e t b e f o r e s e r v i c e i s i n a u g u r a t e d . 
— S a n d y Worthen 

— I n a r e c e n t i s s u e o f CP R a i l News, Ken Enmond d e s c r i b e d the d e p a r t u r e from Saskatchewan 
M i n e r a l s ' C h a p l i n , Saskatchewan mine o f a 66-car u n i t t r a i n of 100-ton covered hoppers o f s a l t 
cake (sodium s u l p h a t e ) f o r New Zea l a n d , v i a Vancouver, B.C. The C h a p l i n mine i s 50 m i l e s west 
of Moose Jaw; the t r a i n was assembled a t th e l a t t e r p l a c e . The C h a p l i n mine has a c a p a c i t y o f 
about 135,000 tonnes p e r y e a r o f s a l t cake and uses a b r i n i n g method t o produce t h e c h e m i c a l . 
.New Ze a l a n d F o r e s t P r o d u c t s w i l l use the s a l t cake i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n of k r a f t wood p u l p . 

— Sandy T(orthen 
— A r e c e n t announcement on To r o n t o r a d i o s t a t i o n CERB mentioned t h a t the B r i t i s h R a i l s t a t i o n 
a t L l a n f a i r e t c . e t c . had been bought by a S c o t t i s h i n d u s t r i a l i s t f o r 100,000 pounds. B r i t i s h 
R a i l s t i l l has ac c e s s t o th e p l a t f o r m . A l o t o f p l a t f o r m t i c k e t s o n l y are s o l d t o t o u r i s t s . 

— D e n i s T a y l o r 



6 JUNE 1986" 

HAMILTON: T R O L L E Y COACH TROUBLES 

On Thursday, May 8, 1986, t h e H a m i l t o n S t r e e t R a i l w a y h e l d a p u b l i c m e e t i n g a t which D e l c a n 
C o n s u l t a n t s , h i r e d by t h e Hamilton-Wentworth R e g i o n a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee and the HSR, 
recommended t h a t t r o l l e y coaches be phased out by 1988. B i l l Dawson o f D e l c a n s a i d t h a t h i s 
f i r m had compared d i e s e l and t r o l l e y coach c o s t s and r e v i e w e d non-monetary f a c t o r s between the 
two modes. He c l a i m e d t h a t t r o l l e y coaches c o s t more t o buy, are not made i n N o r t h A m e r i c a 
(which was l a t e r r e f u t e d ) , may have h i g h e r maintenance c o s t s ( o v e r d i e s e l ) and would add $1 
m i l l i o n t o t h e c o s t o f the new HSR garage t o be b u i l t on Wentworth S t . N o r t h . He n o t e d t h a t the 
t r o l l e y s use about 35% l e s s energy and o f f e r r e d u c e d n o i s e and l e s s a i r p o l l u t i o n — w h i c h he 
c a l l e d a secondary factor.' He s a i d t h a t h i s f i r m recommended p h a s i n g o u t t h e t r o l l e y coaches 
bacause " t h e r e do not appear to be s u b s t a n t i a l monetary b e n e f i t s w h i c h outweigh the c o s t s " . 
An HSR O p e r a t o r gave a b r i e f a t t h e m e e t i n g c l a i m i n g t h a t , o f 300 O p e r a t o r s whom he p e r s o n a l l y 
canvassed, 81% were i n f a v o u r o f " g e t t i n g r i d o f the t r o l l e y s " . Of a l i s t o f 20 reasons i n 
s u p p o r t o f h i s argument, most were of a c o m p l a i n t n a t u r e due t o poor maintenance, and c r e a t u r e 
comfort of the p r e s e n t v e h i c l e s . The H a m i l t o n f l e e t o f 56 F l y e r s i s composed o f 40 E700s b u i l t 
i n t h e e a r l y 1970s u s i n g t h e p r o p u l s i o n equipment from 1950s v i n t a g e B r i l l s . A l l o f t h e s e have 
r e c e n t l y had major body work done by O n t a r i o Bus I n d u s t r i e s i n M i s s i s s a u g a . The 16 model E800s 
were pu r c h a s e d i n 1978. S e v e r a l o t h e r HSR employees spoke up i n f a v o u r of k e e p i n g t h e t r o l l e y s , 
c l a i m i n g t h a t poor maintenance was the major so u r c e o f the problem, a l o n g w i t h some e x t r e m e l y 
poor r o a d c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e Region. I t was a l s o n o t e d t h a t so many o f t h e t r o l l e y s are out o f 
s e r v i c e at any one time t h a t the Cannon r o u t e has been i n v o l u n t a r i l y d i e s e l i z e d f o r t h e p a s t 
two y e a r s and t h a t d i e s e l s have t o be used f o r r u s h hour e x t r a s on the B a r t o n r o u t e . 
H a m i l t o n l a w y e r A l e x P a z a r a t z mentioned i n h i s b r i e f t h a t he p e r s o n a l l y c o n t a c t e d f i v e N o r t h 
American t r a n s i t v e h i c l e m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and none c l a i m e d t h a t t h e y had been c o n t a c t e d f o r the 
HSR s t u d y , f u r t h e r i n g t h e argument t h a t D e l c a n had used 1950s t r o l l e y coach t e c h n o l o g y v e r s u s 
1985 d i e s e l bus t e c h n o l o g y f o r the purpose o f t h e i r s t u d y . Argument about t h e i n f l e x i b i l i t y 
and o p e r a t i n g i n c o n v e n i e n c e of t r o l l e y coaches was shot down by a most i n t e r e s t i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g v i d e o , by B i l l Cohoe o f G a r r e t t - S t r o m b e r g o f C a l i f o r n i a , r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e Neoplan d u a l 
mode t r o l l e y coach w h i c h has demonstrated s u c c e s s f u l l y i n s e v e r a l U.S. c i t i e s . The company i s 
p r e s e n t l y b i d d i n g on a 2 3 4 - v e h i c l e S e a t t l e o r d e r . The d u a l mode t r o l l e y ( a v a i l a b l e i n - s i n g l e and 
a r t i c u l a t e d v e r s i o n s ) has a d i e s e l engine t o run the a l t e r n a t o r and t r a c t i o n motors, p r a c t i c a l 
i f the v e h i c l e has t o d e t o u r , e n t e r a garage, s h o r t t u r n , o r even r u n a t highway speeds i f i t 
l e a v e s a b u i l t up m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . The new t r o l l e y s have shown s a v i n g s o f 55% i n maintenance 
c o s t s and have, up t o 33% lower_energy._cpsts than i i e s e l o r c o n v e n t i o n a l t r o l l e y coaches-. Over
head w i r e s can a l s o be g r e a t l y s i m p l i f i e d — n o s p e c i a l w i r e s f o r s h o r t t u r n l o o p s o r - y a r d a r e a s . 
C o n v e r s i o n from e l e c t r i c t o d i e s e l mode o r v i c e v e r s a t a k e s 18 seconds. A f t e r t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
the D e l c a n c o n s u l t a n t a d m i t t e d t h a t he had n ever h e a r d o f the d u a l mode v e h i c l e and was not 
aware t h a t i t was b u i l t i n N o r t h America. 
Howard L e v i n e , w e l l known t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g c o n s u l t a n t , spoke i n f a v o u r o f r e t e n t i o n and 
e x p a n s i o n o f the p r e s e n t system (new r o u t e s t o the Westdale and Dundas s e c t i o n s o f the Region 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y a c e n t r a l t r u n k r o u t e up the m o u n t a i n ) . I r o n i c a l l y , D e l c a n mentioned t h a t 
t r o l l e y coaches are f a v o u r e d i n many (?) c i t i e s because o f t h e i r h i l l c l i m b i n g a b i l i t i e s and i t 
i s t r u l y s u r p r i s i n g t h a t H a m i l t o n n e v e r c o n s i d e r e d e l e c t r i f y i n g t h e heavy, h i l l c l i m b i n g Upper 
James r o u t e . I t was a l s o mentioned t h a t H a m i l t o n s t i l l o p e r a t e s i t s r o u t e s i n a r a d i a l g r i d . 
A l l o f t h e major r o u t e s on the mountain come downtown, r a t h e r than f e e d i n g o f f one c e n t r a l 
t r u n k . P h i l l i p Webb, from the C e n t r e f o r Urban and Community S t u d i e s a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
T o r o n t o , a l s o mentioned t h a t the D e l c a n r e p o r t i g n o r e d t h e use o f t h e l a t e s t t r o l l e y coach 
t e c h n o l o g y i n Western Europe, and gave examples o f E n g l i s h c i t i e s t h a t are h a v i n g problems i n 
t r y i n g t o r e - e s t a b l i s h p r e v i o u s l y abandoned systems. 
One e x t r e m e l y n e g a t i v e note: a t the s t a r t o f the m e e t i n g o n l y one member o f the r e g i o n a l 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n committee was p r e s e n t ( A n c a s t e r Mayor Bob Wade, who c h a i r e d the m e e t i n g ) . Most 
o f the o t h e r s wandered i n o v e r an hour l a t e ( from a r e c r e a t i o n c l u b d i n n e r ) and u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
the member o f t h e committee i n t e r v i e w e d on t h e l o c a l TV news (who was a c t u a l l y i n attendance 
f o r l e s s t h a n h a l f an hour) appeared t o w r i t e o f f t h e meeting as a motherhood i s s u e and seemed 
more concerned t h a t he saw members o f t h e l o c a l Communist p a r t y i n the audience o f 150 p e o p l e . 
More news t o f o l l o w a f t e r t h e n e x t meeting. __Mike L i n d s a y ( a d v i c e o f m e e t i n g a l s o f o r w a r d e d 

by B i l l M alcolm) 
CN MONCTON SHOP—AN UNCERTAIN EUTURE—A r e c e n t announcement by CN Chairman Maurice L e C l a i r , 
c o n t a i n e d l i t t l e t o make Moncton, New B r u n s w i c k maintenance shop employees v e r y happy. W h i l e a 
t e n t a t i v e c o n t r a c t w i t h one of the s h o p c r a f t u n i o n s e f f e c t i v e l y p r e c l u d e s c l o s i n g t h e shops i n 
19 86, t h e r e are no guarantees t h a t the f a c i l i t i e s w i l l remain open l o n g e r than t h a t . There a r e 
so many f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d , s a i d Mr. L e C l a i r , t h a t a d e c i s i o n i n 1986 on t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e shops 
would be d i f f i c u l t t o make. CN R a i l has excess shop c a p a c i t y . M o n t r e a l and Winnipeg can t a k e 
c a r e of p r e s e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s , making Moncton redundant. The r e v i e w of needs v s . f a c i l i t i e s , 
made p u b l i c l a s t summer, s u g g e s t e d t h a t some 1,000 j o b s c o u l d be saved by c l o s i n g the shops, 
b u i l t at the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . M o n t r e a l ' s f a c i l i t i e s are newer; Winnipeg's are b e t t e r l o c a t e d 
t o meet CN's w e s t e r n needs. 
Moncton d i d o v e r h a u l Bombardier frej.gl!t l o c o m o t i v e s , but w i t h Bombardier now out o f the f r e i g h t 
l o c o m o t i v e b u i l d i n g b u s i n e s s , ex-Alco/MLW d i e s e l u n i t s make up an e v e r d e c l i n i n g m i n o r i t y i n 
CN's m otive power f l e e t . There i s a f a i n t p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e G e n e r a l E l e c t r i c Co., E r i e , Pa., 
might be i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a s i n g the Moncton shop b u i l d i n g s to assemble GE d i e s e l l o c o m o t i v e s , to 
o f f e r CN and CP an a l t e r n a t i v e to power b u i l t by D i e s e l D i v i s i o n , G e n e r a l Motors of Canada 
L t d . , London, Ont. __sandy Worthen 
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Canada's passenger rail network 

Windsor service 
has its problems J"' '^" R.woite 

The adequacy o f VIA R a i l ' s Windsor-Toronto s e r v i c e has r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e p u b l i c i t y i n 
r e c e n t months. The Windsor STAR has h i g h l i g h t e d some of VIA's problems t h i s p a s t w i n t e r , when 
t r a i n s r a n l a t e , o r p a s s e n g e r s were "bumped" due t o inadequate c a p a c i t y . On A p r i l 25, the STAR 
ran a f r o n t page a r t i c l e , complete w i t h a photo showing a mob b o a r d i n g a t r a i n o f GO T r a n s i t 
equipment i n Windsor, which quoted a VIA spokesman as s a y i n g t h a t s e r v i c e i s good, and t h a t i t 
i s e s s e n t i a l l y the passengers who are making up t h e s e r v i c e d e f i c i e n c y s t o r i e s . Another f r o n t 
page s t o r y , w i t h two c o l o u r photos, appeared A p r i l 28 under the h e a d l i n e " S i n g i n ' the R a i l r o a d 
B l u e s " and subheaded " I t has d e t r a c t o r s but a d m i r e r s , t o o " . 
Four major problems w i t h VIA's s e r v i c e have, o v e r the p a s t few months, l e d to mounting com
p l a i n t s , w i t h MP Herb Gray (L-Windsor West) n o t i f y i n g the Canadian T r a n s p o r t Commission 
a c c o r d i n g l y . The Commission, on A p r i l 16, announced t h a t i t w o u l d conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o 
VIA s e r v i c e i n Windsor. The c i t y ' s Mayor, D a v i d B u r r , and Windsor Chamber o f Commerce Manager 
B l a i r Hoffman have a l s o p u b l i c l y c omplained about VIA. One o f the major s o u r c e s of c o m p l a i n t s 
has been th e use o f l e a s e d GO T r a n s i t equipment between Windsor and Toronto d u r i n g busy weekend 
and h o l i d a y p e r i o d s . In an u n u s u a l weekday appearance, GO equipment even showed up i n Windsor 
on Thursday, March 27, t h e day b e f o r e Good F r i d a y . 
Passenger a v e r s i o n t o t h e GO equipment i n c l u d e s the l a c k o f luggage space, the use o f non-
r e c l i n i n g s e a t s f o r a f o u r - h o u r t r i p , and poor f o o d f a c i l i t i e s , w h i c h u s u a l l y c o n s i s t o f sand
wiches and d a n i s h s p r e a d out on a wooden b o a r d p l a c e d o v e r two f a c i n g s e t s o f s e a t s . ( I n f a i r 
ness, i t s h o u l d be s t a t e d t h a t t h e t r a i n s made up o f GO T r a n s i t c a r s are u s u a l l y more r e l i a b l e , 
and on time more f r e q u e n t l y , than VIA's s t a n d a r d or LRC t r a i n s , and t h e GO c a r s c e r t a i n l y r i d e 
as w e l l as most o a r s , and f a r b e t t e r than the Tempo o a r s , a s e r i e s o f equipment permanently 
r e l e g a t e d to the W i n d s o r / S a r n i a t o T o r o n t o s e r v i c e . As i f t o acknowledge t h e i r l i m i t e d a p p e a l , 
VIA d i s t r i b u t e s coupons to i t s "GO" p a s s e n g e r s , e n t i t l i n g them to a 25% d i s c o u n t on t h e i r n ext 
VIA c o r r i d o r t r i p . 
On Thursday, A p r i l 24, VIA's D i r e c t o r o f Media Communications, P a u l Raynor, f l e w to Windsor 
from M o n t r e a l t o address a R o t a r y Club l u n c h , and among o t h e r t h i n g s was quoted as s a y i n g , 
about p e r c e p t i o n s o f second c l a s s s e r v i c e , t h a t "they are i l l u s i o n s c r e a t e d by an a c t i v e 
i m a g i n a t i o n o r , more k i n d l y , a s i m p l e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the f a c t s . I am here today to d i s p e l 
some of t h e s e g h o s t s " . Raynor a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e r e were a c t u a l l y p e o p l e who l i k e d r i d i n g the 
GO o a r s , but s t a t e d t h a t "the t r u t h o f t h e m a t t e r i s t h a t we would p r e f e r not t o have to use 
GO equipment on the l o n g h a u l runs t o Windsor at a l l , ( b u t ) i t does b r i d g e the gap between 
demand and s u p p l y " . He p r o m i s e d t h a t r e g u l a r weekend use o f GO equipment i s o n l y "temporary" 
(though t h i s has happened w i t h r e g u l a r i t y at l e a s t s i n c e 1981), and t h a t equipment a v a i l a b i l i t y 
s h o u l d improve over t h e next s e v e r a l months. When t o l d o f t h e s e comments, MP Herb Gray s a i d 
" I t ' s an i n s u l t t o the p e o p l e of Windsor. These p e o p l e are not I m a g i n i n g t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s . I'm 
g l a d I wasn't t h e r e . I t h i n k I would have r e a c h e d over and choked him". A q u e s t i o n not asked 
was t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t , i f the Windsor r o u t e i s n o t t a r g e t t e d f o r second c l a s s s e r v i c e , why does 
VIA not r o t a t e the GO t r a i n s to Ottawa o r M o n t r e a l d u r i n g busy p e r i o d s , r a t h e r than o n l y to 
London and Windsor. 
A second c o m p l a i n t has been w i t h r e s p e c t t o l a t e t r a i n s . C e r t a i n l y , the p u n c t u a l o p e r a t i o n t h a t 
CNR was known f o r i n the l a t e '60s and e a r l y '70s has l o n g passed away. T h i s w r i t e r ' s o b s e r v a t 
i o n s d u r i n g the p a s t w i n t e r were t h a t perhaps one out of f o u r VIA t r a i n s , on average, c o u l d be 
e x p e c t e d t o be from 15 minutes t o one hour l a t e . Some d e l a y s have been s e v e r e , i n c l u d i n g an 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r hour d e l a y t o T r a i n 76 on Mar. 20, discommoding, among o t h e r s , the Mayor of 
London. Due t o an LRC engine f a i l u r e , a not uncommon e x p e r i e n c e , passengers from T r a i n 79 
a r r i v e d i n Windsor a t 0305 by bus from Chatham on F r i d a y morning. May 2. 
Two a d d i t i o n a l c o m p l a i n t s are r e l a t e d and have c r e a t e d a m i n i t r a n s - b o r d e r d i s p u t e . E v e r s i n c e 
VIA i n s t a l l e d i t s c o m p u t e r i z e d t i c k e t i n g system, i t has c o n t r o l l e d passenger b o a r d i n g s , a c t i n g 
as i f c o r r i d o r t r a i n s were a i r p l a n e s ( t h e u l t i m a t e i n s u l t — E d . ) . At v a r i o u s t i m e s many t r a i n s 
have " s o l d o u t " , a p r e p o s t e r o u s s i t u a t i o n f o r an i n t e r c i t y c o r r i d o r , not d u p l i c a t e d anywhere on 
Amtrak o r European c o r r i d o r s , e x c e p t f o r s e l e c t t r a i n s such as t h e M e t r o l i n e r s o r TGVs. A t these 
t i m e s VIA passengers must f e n d f o r t h e m s e l v e s . Even VIA acknowledges t h i s , w i t h Raynor h a v i n g 
been quoted, "The days are l o n g gone when you c o u l d walk down t o t h e s t a t i o n and be a s s u r e d of 
a s e a t " . Of c o u r s e , d u r i n g busy t i m e s many passengers would r a t h e r s t a n d than be t u r n e d away, 
and i n d e e d p e o p l e do s t a n d between D e t r o i t and Chicago, New York and Washington, o r Z u r i c h and 
Berne, S w i t z e r l a n d , t o name a few o f t h e many c o r r i d o r s worldwide where th e r a i l o p e r a t o r 
doesn't t u r n down revenue p r o d u c i n g p a s s e n g e r s — b u t not M o n t r e a l , T o r o n t o , London o r Windsor. 
Even worse, VIA w i l l deny b o a r d i n g even t o t i c k e t e d p a s s e n g e r s when equipment s h o r t a g e s or 
o t h e r problems cause passengers t o outnumber s e a t s on a p a r t i c u l a r t r a i n . U n l i k e the a i r l i n e s , 
however, VIA a p p a r e n t l y f e e l s t h a t i t has no o t h e r o b l i g a t i o n to t h e s e "bumped" p a s s e n g e r s , as 
buses are not c h a r t e r e d t o s u b s t i t u t e f o r t h e t r a i n , nor are h o t e l o r o t h e r expenses p r o v i d e d . 
Coupled t o t h i s i n t o l e r a b l e problem i s the f a c t t h a t up t o 50% o f the s e a t s on peak p e r i o d 
t r a i n s l e a v i n g Windsor are b l o c k e d to Key T o u r s , a Windsor based f i r m t h a t s e l l s t o u r s p r i m a r i l y 
t o Americans, u s u a l l y from t h e S o u t h e a s t e r n M i c h i g a n a r e a . As the VIA spokesman agreed i n 
Windsor, t h i s i s a d i f f i c u l t problem, as VIA needs the revenues to c o n t i n u e o p e r a t i n g the 
t r a i n s , y e t i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o j u s t i f y bumping Canadians s e e k i n g l o c a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f a v o u r 
o f Americans who are on t o u r . However, i f t h i s heavy American market wasn't t h e r e , fewer t r a i n s 
would s e r v e Windsor. 
Other problems have s u r f a c e d t h r o u g h t h i s p u b l i c d i s c l o s u r e of VIA's s h o r t c o m i n g s . E'or one, VIA 
admits t h a t d u r i n g 80 degree weather i n A p r i l i t r a n hot t r a i n s because i t s a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g 
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season s t a r t s May 1. Why such a r i d i c u l o u s p o l i c y remains i s h a r d t o u n d e r s t a n d , as A p r i l 
u s u a l l y has s e v e r a l 60, 70 or'even 80 degree days. Perhaps VIA s h o u l d s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r moving 
i t s season back t o A p r i l 15, to c o i n c i d e w i t h r e a l i t y . Not mentioned i n the p r e s s , but j u s t as 
r e a l , i s the f a c t t h a t few VIA coaches appear t o have been washed s i n c e l a s t September, 
c o i n c i d i n g w i t h VIA's move t o i t s new Mimi co .shop. At l e a s t t h e windows are hand washed i n 
Windsor, a new and p o s i t i v e s t e p taken s i n c e VIA assumed a l l Windsor maintenance f u n c t i o n s from 
CNR on A p r i l 4. Other changes i n c l u d e t h e s e r v i c i n g o f l o c o m o t i v e s a t t h e s t a t i o n , and the 
t h r e e t r a i n s s t o r e d o v e r n i g h t i n Windsor (Nos. 70-72-74) are now l i n e d up at the s t a t i o n , 
l o c o m o t i v e s b e i n g c o u p l e d as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r b e i n g t u r n e d on CNR's r i v e r f r o n t t u r n t a b l e . 
No l o n g e r are VIA engines s t o r e d o v e r n i g h t on t h e r i v e r f r o n t . Of course, s i n c e F e b r u a r y perhaps 
40% o f a l l VIA t r a i n s t o / f r o m Windsor have been h a u l e d by l e a s e d CNR GP40 l o c o m o t i v e s — i n c r e a s i n g 
r e l i a b i l i t y , b u t l i m i t i n g speed t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y 75 m i l e s per hour. 
I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t VIA'has i t s j o b c u t out f o r i t s e l f i n 'the Windsor-Toronto c o r r i d o r , and i t 
i s t o be hoped t h a t i t s new shop f a c i l i t y , as w e l l as t h e l o n g overdue improvement o f i t s 
t r o u b l e prone LRC f l e e t , w i l l cure the many problems now a f f l i c t i n g t h i s s e r v i c e . 

N O T E S 
• SCARBOROUGir RT 'STILL HAS' NOl'SE' PR'OBLFMS—Residents i n Scarborough's T r e v e r t o n P a r k s u b d i v i s i o n 
c o n t i n u e to c o m p l a i n about n o i s e caused by UTDC's supp o s e d l y v i r t u a l l y n o i s e l e s s ICTS t e c h n o l 
ogy. They have t o l d the p r e s s t h a t RT o p e r a t i o n keeps them awake at n i g h t and wakes them up 
e a r l y on Sundays when the t r a i n s b e g i n r u n n i n g . A r e c e n t TTC r e p o r t says t h a t t h e c a r s are "now 
i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n and are o p e r a t i n g as q u i e t l y as can be e x p e c t e d " . T h i s f o l l o w s a 
r e d u c t i o n i n d e c i b e l r e a d i n g s i n a d j a c e n t back y a r d s from 77 t o 58. R e s i d e n t s , however, want 
n o i s e l e v e l s f u r t h e r reduced to M i n i s t r y o f Environment s t a n d a r d s (52 d e c i b e l s i n outdoor areas 
and 40 i n s l e e p i n g a r e a s ) . The TTC p l a n s t o p l a n t some 800 t r e e s a l o n g t h e l i n e where i t i s 
a d j a c e n t t o r e s i d e n c e s i n an e f f o r t f u r t h e r to m u f f l e o p e r a t i o n a l n o i s e . 
• TTC RAIL LINE'S RECE'l'VE' PLANNING EUNDS—In s p i t e o f r e f u s a l by the o b s t r e p e r o u s M e t r o p o l i t a n 
E x e c u t i v e Committee, i n a 6-6 v o t e on May 6, to recommend funds f o r d e s i g n and e n g i n e e r i n g f o r 
the Sheppard Subway l i n e , the funds were ov e r w h e l m i n g l y approved (31-7) on May 13 by the f u l l 
M e t r o p o l i t a n C o u n c i l . I n c l u d e d i n the a p p r o v a l i s $2.6 m i l l i o n f o r d e s i g n work on t h e $500 
m i l l i o n f i r s t phase ( Y o n g e - V i c t o r i a P a r k ) o f the l i n e , as w e l l as d e f i n i n g p r o p e r t y r e q u i r e 
ments. TTC C h i e f G e n e r a l Manager A l f Savage had warned the E x e c u t i v e Committee t h a t f a i l u r e t o 
v o t e the funds f o r any extended p e r i o d would have p r o b a b l y r e s u l t e d i n the Commission h a v i n g 
to l a y o f f d e s i g n p e r s o n n g l T h e o p p o s i t i o n came e s s e n t i a l l y from west end p o l i t i c i a n s who want 
the E g l i n t o n l i n e (busway o r r a i l l i n e ? ) g i v e n at l e a S t e q u a l time w i t h the Sheppard'Subway. 
York Mayor A l a n Tonks t r i e d t o have the Sheppard f i n a n c i n g v o t e d e l a y e d u n t i l a f t e r a f u l l s c a l e 
debate on the Network 2011 p r i o r i t i e s . E v e n t s , however, are c o n f i r m i n g the Sheppard Subway as 
No. 1, and the R e l i e f L i n e appears r e c e n t l y t o be f a d i n g , as even the TTC i s a p p a r e n t l y s e e i n g 
l e s s importance i n i t . One r e a s o n f o r t h i s may be the f a c t t h a t r i d e r s h i p on the Yonge Subway 
s o u t h o f B l o o r S t a t i o n has a p p a r e n t l y not i n c r e a s e d s i n c e 1981. In the meantime, Metro o f f i c i a l s 
are c o n t i n u i n g to r e v i e w the f i n a n c i a l f e a s i b i l i t y o f t h e e n t i r e Network 2011 scheme. 
On May 13 Metro C o u n c i l a l s o a u t h o r i z e d t h e TTC to expend $1.1 m i l l i o n to complete a s t u d y f o r 
the S p a d i n a s e c t i o n o f the H a r b o u r f r o n t - S p a d i n a LRT l i n e ( y e s , you r e a d t h a t c o r r e c t l y , $1.1 
m i l l i o n towards a s t u d y o f a s u r f a c e s t r e e t c a r l i n e on which h a l f of the t r a c k and overhead i s 
a l r e a d y i n p l a c e ) . 

CP Raff LEASIDE VIGNETTE by Sandy Worthen 
I t a l l happened because 1 had t o m a i l a p a r c e l . 

M i l l w o o d Road i n Toronto's L e a s i d e d i s t r i c t i s s t i l l r e duced t o one l a n e i n each d i r e c t i o n by 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ; i t i s t o o s l o w g o i n g . Beth Nealson D r i v e and W i c k s t e e d Avenue t h r o u g h the L e a s i d e 
I n d u s t r i a l P a r k seemed a b e t t e r way, but CP R a i l ' s S i g n a l s Dept. was m a i n t a i n i n g t h e f l a s h e r s 
and h a l f b a r r i e r s at the W i c k s t e e d r o a d c r o s s i n g w i t h t h e d i v i s i o n ' s double t r a c k at about M i l e 
205 o f t h e B e l l e v i l l e Sub. Road t r a f f i c was b e i n g f l a g g e d a c r o s s by CP s e c u r i t y p e r s o n n e l 
( p o l i c e I ) . 
W hile the s e c u r i t y o f f i c e r s ' r a d i o s e m i t t e d u n i n t e l l i g i b l e squawks and b l e a t s , the h a l f b a r r i e r s 
descended s i l e n t l y ; no c r o s s i n g b e l l s , b u t a l l l i g h t s were f l a s h i n g m e r r i l y . Then E x t r a 8921 
E a s t (RSD-17; r a r a a v i s ) rumbled a c r o s s t h e r o a d at 1438, w i t h C o n r a i l GP38 7799 and CP SD40 
5544 h a u l i n g two l o a d e d and n i n e empty c o n t a i n e r f l a t s and 13 m i s c e l l a n e o u s ( " S a n d e r s f i e l d " , 
a n y o n e ? ) • f r e i g h t c a r s , w i t h CP caboose 434108 b r i n g i n g up the r e a r . 
But why d i d the h a l f b a r r i e r s come down again? Soon an e x p l a n a t i o n was p r o v i d e d when the CP 
w a y f r e i g h t emerged, b a c k i n g o f f the CNR L e a s i d e s p u r . Caboose 434050 appeared f i r s t , f o l l o w e d 
by 13 c a r s , t h e whole b e i n g pushed by CP 1615 i n a s p a n k i n g new coat o f a c t i o n r e d p a i n t . E x t r a 
1615 came out on the eastbound main, and a f t e r a s h o r t move west t o c l e a r the c r o s s o v e r s w i t c h , 
i t d e p a r t e d r a p i d l y i n reverse- f o r A g i n c o u r t . 
I t s d e p a r t u r e s h o u l d have r a i s e d the h a l f b a r r i e r s , b u t they s t a y e d down. The reason was soon 
apparent, when the t r i a n g u l a r l i g h t s o f a westbound f r e i g h t appeared t o the e a s t , t w i n k l i n g 
through the new green l e a v e s o f t h e l i n e s i d e t r e e s . K e e p i n g t h e h a l f b a r r i e r s down and the 
c r o s s i n g w a r n i n g l i g h t s f l a s h i n g was CP R a i l E x t r a 4211 West (0424, DRF-24b, MLW 1965: c o u r t e s y 
of Don McQueen and TEMPO, JR., UCRS NEWSLETTER 439, May 1986) i n a duet w i t h 4245 (0424, DRF-
24c, MLW 65/66: same source'.). W i t h o n l y 15 c a r s i n t h e c o n s i s t , the f r e i g h t must have been a 
t r a n s f e r , headed f o r Lambton Y a r d , i n T o r o n t o ' s west end. Caboose 434013 brought up the r e a r . 
Time, 1448, date May 12, 1986. 
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D E T R O I T 
ELECTRIC R A I L W A Y SYSTEM. 

C e N e R K T O R S 
OF A L L SIZES. 

TV^OTOR E Q U I N T S 
TO SUIT A N Y WORK. 

E I N e K P P E I M N C e S 
OF E V E R Y DESCRIPTION. 

S T A N D A R D E Q U I P M E N T . 

ONE MOTOR G E A R E D TO BOTH AXLES.. 
S IMPL IC ITY . S T R E N G T H A N D E C O N O M Y 

W O I V ' T BXJTR3V O T J T -

a i A N O F A O T U R B D B Y 

DETROIT ELECTRICAL WORKS, 
B r t A - I s T C H O i r I B I C E S : 

C H I C A G O , 
9 1 7 - 9 1 8 Monadnock Bldg . 

N E W Y O R K , 
18 Cortlandt Street. 

B O S T O N , C H A T T A N O O G A -
89 State S t r ee t - F. I. Stone. . 

J u s t t o prove t h a t o l d adage t h a t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g ne-w under t h e s u n — l a m p t h a t monomotor t r u c k l 
— f o r w a r d e d by Russ Jackson 

— I t i s s t a t e d t h a t t h e Grand R i v e r R a i l w a y i s moving o u t o f i t s P r e s t o n l o c a t i o n t o t h e CPR G a i t 
s t a t i o n i n June o r J u l y , and t h a t the c a r b a r n s w i l l be s o l d o r r a z e d , w i t h the r e d b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g , u s e d as o f f i c e s a t p r e s e n t , t o be s o l d t o a p r i v a t e company. I f such happens, i t w i l l 
e f f e c t i v e l y s p e l l t h e end of the Grand R i v e r R a i l w a y i d e n t i t y , as t h e C P - l e t t e r e d e ngines w i l l 
s i t i n G a i t y a r d and be s e r v i c e d i n Toronto on weekends. 

— M a r k H. Vondrau 
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Motive power and car eqoipment 
Diesel Division 
General Motor* of Canada Limited 

SOMMAHY OF NFV OBDEES as of March 7, 1986 

c o m p i l e d by Don McQueen 

C o n t r a c t Qty. Model S e r i a l Nos. By. Road Nos. D e l i v e r y Notes 
C-455 25 SD50F A4472-A4496 CN 5400-5424 5-9/85 1,2 

It 15 A4547-A4561 5425-5439 9-3/85-6 
C-456 45 GP38-2 A4502-A4546 CP 3041-3085 11-1/85-6 
C-457 5 SD40-2 A4497-A4501 BOB 763-767 7/85 3 
0-458 15 G26MC-2 A4562-A4576 I n d o n e s i a CC20201-15 2-3/86 4 
C-459 20 GT22LC A4577-A4596 Botswana. D013--32 9/86 

3/86 4 

C-460 20 F40PH-2 A4597-A4616 VIA 6400-6419 l a t e '86 
C-461 20 SD50F A4617-A4636 CN 5440-5459 e a r l y 87 
C-462 50 GP3 8-2 A4637-A4686 CP 3085-3135 3-5/86 
C-463 8 GT22LC-2 A4687-A4694 M a l i e a r l y 87 
N o t e s — 1 — R o a d Nos. o r i g i n a l l y 
2 — Order C-455 i s 3600 HP w i t h 
3 — BCR 767 w i l l have L o c o t r o l . 

p roposed as 5404-5428. 
a 16-645 F3B prime mover. 

4 — 4 2 " gauge. — f r o m Tempo J r . 
— O n S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 26, a p a i r of CN 'F' u n i t s were o p e r a t e d on t h e morning t r a n s f e r r u n 
from T o r o n t o ' s Don Y a r d , up the K i n g s t o n Sub. and the Geco Spur w i t h about 20 c a r s , w h i c h 
were dropped o f f i n a s i d i n g i n the y a r d n o r t h o f S t . C l a i r Ave. The t r a i n was o b s e r v e d 
eastbound at Woodbine Ave. ( a good photo l o c a t i o n ) a t about 10:55, and o f course the sun was 
f a v o u r a b l e at t h i s t i me o f day. A f t e r d r o p p i n g t h e i r c a r s o f f , e v i d e n t l y on a s i d i n g west o f 
Warden Ave., the u n i t s and t h e caboose s a t j u s t west o f Birchmount f o r about an hour, 12:45 
t o 1:45, w h i l e , presumably, the crew had lunch.They then r e t u r n e d back down the s p u r and, 
presumably, back to t h e Don Y a r d where the'y are based. Informed s o u r c e s r e p o r t t h a t t h i s 
o p e r a t i o n i s a r e g u l a r o c c u r r e n c e on S a t u r d a y s , so, as they used t o say on H a w a i i 5-0, 'Be 
t h e r e 1' Good l o c a t i o n s i n c l u d e the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d Woodbine Ave., Greenwood Ave., t h e Main. S t . 
b r i d g e , west of Main St', (where t h e r e i s a s i g n a l b r i d g e ) and, p o s s i b l y , V i c t o r i a P a r k Ave. and 
Warden Ave., depending on the f o l i a g e , e t c . Good l u c k and good shooting'. John Thompson 

-̂ -On the v e r y warm a f t e r n o o n of Mar. 30 ( E a s t e r Sunday) i n Oro Township, a t t h e Oro S t a t i o n 
s i d i n g between B a r r i e and C r i l l i a , Cnt., the northbound NCRTHLANDER had CNR l o c o m o t i v e 1984. 
The Toronto-bound CANADIAN had VIA 6506 l e a d i n g and a 6600 s e r i e s 'B' u n i t , w i t h STRATHCCNA 
PARK i n the r e a r . The Vancouver-bound CANADIAN w a i t e d i n the s i d i n g f o r t h e Toronto-bound 
CANADIAN. The Vancouver-bound No. 9 had 6514 and 6635 (the l a t t e r v e r y c l e a n ) up f r o n t and 
REVELSTCKE PARK a t t h e r e a r . The baggage c a r and t h e f i r s t coach were b l u e w i t h y e l l o w s t r i p i n g , 
w h i l e t h e remainder of f i v e o r s i x oars (ex-CPR) were s t a i n l e s s s t e e l . A l l t h r e e t r a i n s were 
r o u g h l y on s c h e d u l e . „ T v. t, ^ ^ — G e o r g e Iwanchyshyn 

CP Rail — S 2 7024 was r e p a i r e d by enginehouse crews a t Sudbury and s e n t 
t o White R i v e r , Cnt.; 7038 was r e p a i r e d at Thunder Bay and i s 
now w o r k i n g a t Ignace, Cnt. A l s o at Ignaoe i s 7102, w h i l e 6569 
i s s t i l l a t Winnipeg. A l s o s t i l l on t h e r o a d and w o r k i n g are 

7091 at Sudbury and 7062 a t Glen Y a r d , M o n t r e a l . The 7016 was l a i d up a t S t . Luc on A p r i l 10; 
7102 was i n the Brandon, M a n i t o b a y a r d . 
— C o n r a i l l e a s e d u n i t 7763 i s s t o r e d at Ogden Shops on account of engine damage. OR 7749 i s at 
S t . Luc due to f i r e damage. 
— C P would l i k e t o a c q u i r e more QNS&L SD40 u n i t s , 200-203 i n p a r t i c u l a r . These u n i t s may be 
r e l e a s e d by t h a t r o a d l a t e r t h i s y e a r o r e a r l y i n 1987. There i s the c o s t o f t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e 
u n i t s by s h i p from Sept I s l e s , w h i c h i s e s t i m a t e d at $30,000. 
—QNS&L 208 headed i n t o Cgden on Mar. 31 f o r o v e r h a u l and w i r i n g damage r e p a i r . I t w i l l emerge 
as 5404. The 205 was due to go i n next but t h i s has been d e f e r r e d . 
— C P p l a n s f o r y a r d power: 6716, l e f t Weston and a s s i g n e d t o Winnipeg t o r e t i r e MLW 6569. 6702 
r e t u r n e d t o V i c t o r i a . 
— M o r e r e b u i l t GP9's outshopped: 
New No. C l d No. R e b l t . Date New No. C l d No. R e b l t . D a t e . As'sTg'ned 
1613 
1615 
1616 

8508 
8683 
8695 

Apr. 4 1986 
Mar.31 
Apr.16 

1617 
1618 
1619 

8708 
8647 
8706 

unknown 
May 8 1986 
May 30 " 

Winnipeg 
Toronto 

A s s i g n e d To 
S t . Luc 
Toronto 
Thunder Bay 

— U n i t s r e c e n t l y t r a n s f e r r e d from Winnipeg t o A l y t h ( C a l g a r y ) i n c l u d e a l l o f t h e r e m a i n i n g 
Winnipeg 8800's p l u s 8702, 8704, 8707. CP 8817 i s due f o r r e b u i l d i n g t h i s y e a r a t Angus. A l l 
o t h e r s w i l l w a i t u n t i l 1987. The f o u r 8200 s e r i e s GP9s w i l l p r o b a b l y be t r a n s f e r r e d t o C o q u i t l a m 
(Vancouver) l a t e r t h i s y e a r f o r use on t h e E s q u i m a l t & Nanaimo. 
— D e l i v e r y o f new GP38-2's c o n t i n u e s : 3086-7 ex-GMD Mar. 17, 1986; 3088-89 Mar. 20;' 3090-93 
Mar. 25; 3094-95 Mar. 27; 3096-99 Apr. 1; 3100-3101 Apr. 11 (Nos. o f CP's famous p a i r o f 4-8-4 
b o t h o f w h i c h s t i l l e x i s t ) . 
— C P 7011, 7029 and 6549 were s e n t west from Toronto t o Guelph J o t . and down th e G o d e r i c h Sub. 
t o H a m i l t o n , on t h e i r way to 1. Waxman and Sons Of H a m i l t o n f o r s c r a p . 
— 8 6 1 3 , r e b u i l t from 8508, l e f t Angus Apr. 14; the u n i t w i l l be a s s i g n e d t o S t . Luc. 

' s. 
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— A s o f l a t e A p r i l - e a r l y May the pace had improved w i t h s e v e r a l Milwaukee SD40's coming i n on 
SOD p o o l t r a i n s t o Toronto ( A g i n c o u r t ) . On May 4 a Soo SD40-2 went e a s t t o Smith R a i l s on 2nd 
502 ( u n i t no. not r e c o r d e d ) ; b e l i e v e d t o be f i r s t Soo u n i t t o go e a s t . On the same day, T r a i n 
500 went e a s t w i t h 6616, a Soo SD40-2 l e a d i n g , b e h i n d t h e f i r s t t r a i n . 
— C P had to ar r a n g e t o have CR 7772, 7792 and 7804 a t John S t . , Toronto f o r i n s p e c t i o n . 
—B&C 3701 was taken o f f Angus s h e e t s on Apr. 11 and c o u l d now be d i s m a n t l e d . 
— C P heavy P a c i f i c 2341 c o u l d n o t be moved by f l a t c a r t o EXPO 86 due t o c l e a r a n c e problems; 
r e p o r t e d l y the l o c o m o t i v e ' s d r i v e r b r a s s e s are i n poor shape, p r e c l u d i n g a move on i t s own. 
— 4 2 3 9 i s s t i l l r u n n i n g w i t h narrow s t r i p e s (candy s t r i p e s ) on the cab; the u n i t has e l u d e d t h e 
p a i n t shop f o r some t i m e . GP30 5001 was i n A g i n c o u r t on Apr. 27 w i t h a v e r y faded p a i n t j o b , 
almost salmon p i n k i n c o l o u r and v e r y d i r t y . 
— C P i s a g a i n r u n n i n g the U h t h o f f Turn g r a v e l t r a i n ; power c o m p r i s e s SD40 u n i t s and l e a s e d B&C 
and CR power. 
— D u e to CP's i n s i s t e n c e t h a t a d i e s e l and two i d l e r c a r s precede UP 4-8-4 8444, t h a t r a i l r o a d 
d e c l i n e d t o send the famous N o r t h e r n t o EXPO 86. 
— C R l e a s e r s on CP have s t a r t e d t o wander o f f : GP38 7772 has been s o l d t o the Escanaba & Lake 
S u p e r i o r , w h i l e G u l f M i s s i s s i p p i has bought 7760, 7781, 7790, 7792, 7811. 
— C P 7043 was s o l d t o Sidbec-Dosco, C o n t r e c o e u r , Quebec on Apr. 16 f o r s c r a p . 
— E f f e c t i v e Apr. 28 Soo L i n e power was g i v e n the O.K. t o run t o S t . Luc Y a r d and r e t u r n . More 
and more Milwaukee u n i t s are on Canadian l i n e s i n t h i s p o o l as w e l l . 
—MUCTC i s a g a i n i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 1400 s e r i e s 'P' u n i t s s t o r e d on CP p r o p e r t y . The 1402, 1403, 
1405, 1414 and 1416 are at S t . Luc, w h i l e 1406, 1413, 1423 and 1432 are a t Cgden Shops, C a l g a r y . 
Not i n the l i s t i s 1407 at S t . L uc wh i c h has main g e n e r a t o r problems and i s c o n s i d e r e d too 
ex p e n s i v e t o r e p a i r . 
—QNS&L 211 went i n t o Ogden on May 2 t o become CP 5407. 
— A s CP c o n t i n u e s t o r e c e i v e more o f i t s o r d e r f o r GP38-2's, B&O and CR u n i t s go i n t o and out 
of s t o r a g e . BCR may l e a s e up t o e i g h t o f the CR l e a s e r s by June 1. The t h r e e ACR SD40's were 
r e t u r n e d May 1. 
— C P 7047 t i e d up a t Toronto on May 8. 6702 was s c h e d u l e d t o go t o Glen Y a r d , M o n t r e a l , a f t e r 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f communicating a i r s i g n a l s f o r movement o f passenger c a r s . 
— A memo to TH&B p e r s o n n e l dated Mar. 3 from CP R a i l ' s M o t i v e Power Dept. s t a t e s t h a t the TH&B 
may now handle a l l s i x - a x l e u n i t s on the system ( i n c l u d i n g ex-QNS&L 5400's). These u n i t s can 
now work on the W e l l a n d Sub. r i g h t t h r o u g h t o Montrose Y a r d i n N i a g a r a F a l l s . 
—TH&B/CP w i l l move crews and su p p o r t s t a f f from the THSfl E i s h e r Y a r d t o K i n n e a r w i t h no apparent 
l o s s o f j o b s . 
— A meeting o f concerned H a m i l t o n a r e a r a i l f a n s took p l a c e on Mar 20 and d i s c u s s e d p l a n s t o 
move TH&B 2-8-0 103 back to H a m i l t o n by t h i s summer. P l a n s a l s o are i n the works to move TH&B 
J e r s e y v i l l e s t a t i o n , a TH&B caboose and a combine to the H a m i l t o n Museum o f Steam and Technology. 

— A b o v e CP-TH&B item s c o n t r i b u t e d by Bruce Chapman, Ron L i p s e t t , B r i a n Cttaway 
— C N 2116, r e p o r t e d t o have been d e s t r o y e d i n a f i r e near P e l l e t i e r , 
Quebec, c o u l d be r e b u i l t and upgraded t o 3600 h.p. 
— C N 8245, a t Moncton Shops, i s now f o r s a l e a t $27,000. Any s t o r e d 
s e r v i c e a b l e RS18's would a l s o be s o l d a t the same p r i c e i f an 
i n t e r e s t e d b uyer was found. 

— C N has r e t u r n e d t o s e r v i c e a l l r e m a i n i n g M420's and one HR412 which had been s t o r e d : 2506, 
2515-16, 2518-19, 2532, 2548, 2585, Mar. 13; 3104, 3624, 3648, 3667, 3679 Mar. 24. RSC14 1754 
has been shopped and r e p a i n t e d a t Moncton. 
— T h e CN Moncton backshops have p a i n t e d 3659, 2316-17, 2333, 2562. The shop i s a l s o r e b u i l d i n g 
and u p g r a d i n g cabs on more SD40 u n i t s . 
— C R t e s t u n i t s C32-8 6618-19 are r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e T o r o n t o - M o n t r e a l r o a d f r e i g h t p o o l . They have 
been seen w i t h CN HR616 and SD60F u n i t s on some t r a i n s . 
— T h e b i g news c o n t i n u e s t o be the CN 'E' f l e e t t h a t has come t o Toronto and a r e a . Now here a r e 
9169, 9172, 9173, 9175, 9177. A l r e a d y i n the a r e a were snow'plow u n i t s 9164, 9165-66-67. A t 
p r e s e n t n i n e F7AU's are here a l o n g w i t h t h r e e F7B's, (9195-96-98; see o t h e r a r t i c l e s on F's i n 
t h i s i s s u e ) . 

EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONAL NEWS 
— L R C power c o n t i n u e s t o be a major s o u r c e o f problems f o r VIA. At time o f w r i t i n g almost 50% 
of the LRC's were i n the shops f o r r e p a i r s and m o d i f i c a t i o n s . VIA was ai m i n g f o r 70% a v a i l a b i l i t y 
by mid-May. 
— V I A announced t h a t i t s f i r s t two Canadian R o c k i e s PAR EXCELLENCE t o u r s . May 18 and 25, had 
been c a n c e l l e d , b u t the June 1, 8 and 15 t o u r s were t o ope r a t e as p l a n n e d . 
— V I A r e t i r e d FPA2u 6758 i n e a r l y J a n u a r y ; i t was the l a s t such u n i t t o o p e r a t e . The 6758 was 
an upgraded l o c o m o t i v e w i t h an A l c o 251 e n g i n e , r e p l a c i n g the o r i g i n a l 244. 
— T h e F e d e r a l M i n i s t e r o f T r a n s p o r t has announced t h a t VIA R a i l c o r r i d o r r o u t e s w i l l have t o 
c o v e r a l l d i r e c t c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h them. T r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l and r e g i o n a l s e r v i c e s w i l l have t o 
cove r 60% o f d i r e c t c o s t s and remote s e r v i c e s 40%. As a r e s u l t o f t h i s , the CP Tor o n t o - H a v e l o c k 
run c o u l d be i n danger a g a i n . 
— T h e VIA o r d e r f o r new SUPERLINER c a r s has been.determined, w i t h the q u a n t i t y and d e s i g n o f 
c a r s f i n a l i z e d . The o r d e r w i l l be f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g t ypes o f equipment, which w i l l b e g i n s e r v i c e 
on most major Western r u n s , and be t r a n s f e r r e d e a s t d u r i n g the w i n t e r season: 25 co m b i n a t i o n 
baggage-coach c a f e c a r s ; 38 coaches; 15 d i n e r - l o u n g e s ; 52 s l e e p e r s , f o r a t o t a l o f 130 c a r s . 
— V I A was t o send RDC-9 ( t r a i l e r - n o cab) 6006 to V i c t o r i a f o r E&N s e r v i c e , d u r i n g the week o f 
May 5 . 
MISCELLANEOUS LINES NEWS by Ron L i p s e t t 
— A C R has s o l d GP9 172 t o the Essex T e r m i n a l , Windsor. I t had been out o f s e r v i c e f o r some time 
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and w i l l r e q u i r e work by ETR. I t was moved from S a u l t Ste M a r i e Apr. 8 and d e l i v e r e d by CP t o 
the ETR on Apr.11. 
— D o f a s c o r e c e n t l y c o n v e r t e d i t s l a s t two S2's i n t o s l u g s , v i z . 422, 423. The u n i t s are ex-NKP 
50 and 70, which became N&W 2050, 2070. Dofasco i s now an a l l GMD-EMD p r o p e r t y . 
— S t e l c o had SO ton GE 53 renumbered t o 7 and t r a n s f e r r e d t o W e l l a n d , Ont. from H a m i l t o n . U n i t 
52 has been s e n t t o Edmonton, 50 i s f o r s a l e as i s 51, and 54 i s s t o r e d out o f s e r v i c e . SWS's 
71 and 72 have been t r a n s f e r r e d t o N a n t i c o k e w i t h 70, f o r m e r l y at N a n t i c o k e , coming to H a m i l t o n . 
— B . C . Hydro has r e p o r t e d l y r e p a i n t e d one o f i t s u n i t s i n t o a new dark b l u e p a i n t scheme. 
— B C R i s p l a n n i n g t o buy a r a i l g r i n d i n g u n i t . The r a i l w a y w i l l use i t c o n t i n u o u s l y f o r two y e a r s 
and then p o s s i b l y l e a s e i t out when not r e q u i r e d . 
— ; N a t i o n a l Harbours Board 1002 i s g o i n g t o the CRHA Museum a t D e l s o n , Quebec, i n w o r k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n . A l l o t h e r s are p r o b a b l y g o i n g to S i d b e c f o r s c r a p . 

— K e n n e c o t t Copper SD40-2 103, w i t h CP SD40 5514, was ob s e r v e d a t Quebec S t . Roundhouse, London on A p r i l 15 , — B o b Sandusky 
HAMILTON AREA POWER/OPERATIONS NOTES by Mike L i n d s a y and Doug Page 
— C P R a i l t r a i n s i n t o TH&B Aberdeen Yard:Mar. 21: STARLITE: CP 5502-8921. Mar. 25: STARLITE: 
CP 4216-CR 7762-7815. Mar. 26: STARLITE: CP 4510-CR 7788-7790. Mar. 27: CP-BU: CP 5540-CR 7765-
CP 3006. Mar. 27: STARLITE: CP 4225-CR 7777-CP 8921. Mar. 29: STARLITE: CP 5539-CR 7790-CP 5400. 
Apr. 9: STARLITE: CP 4567-QNS&L 205. Apr. 11: CP E x t r a : CP 5539-CR 7774-CP 5403. Apr. 11: 
STARLITE: CP 4743-CR 7803-CP 8921. Apr. 15: STARLITE: CP 4560-KCC 102. Apr. 16: E x t r a A c i d : 
CP 5503-8921-8798-CR 7798-7772. Apr. 16: E x t r a E a s t : TH&B 75-73-403-CP 8798-CR 7798-7772. 
Apr. 16: E x t r a Rock E t y . North:CP 8798-CR 7798-7772. Apr. 16: STARLITE: CP 4726-8921. 
— P o w e r on the BU-CP and CP-BU: CP 4238-4239-4225; CP 4234-1808-1812. 
— O n Apr. 16 TH&B Geep 75 on an a c i d t r a i n e a s t o f H a m i l t o n r e p o r t e d a broken w a t e r p i p e i n the 
cab; t h e u n i t i s now a t CP's A g i n c o u r t Y a r d . 
— T h e TH&B began h a n d l i n g the N a n t i c o k e S t e e l T r a i n once a g a i n f o r a month, commencing May 19. 
— V I A 6762 i s r e p o r t e d back i n s e r v i c e a f t e r f i r e damage r e p a i r . 
— A p r i l 18 saw CP u n i t 3100, a caboose, and a b u s i n e s s c a r t r a v e l l i n g the CN O a k v i l l e and H a l t o n 
Subs., a p p a r e n t l y i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a j o i n t s a f e t y program. 
— H e l p i s needed to i d e n t i f y an HMD LaGrange b u i l d e r ' s p l a t e found on the O a k v i l l e Sub. i n 
B u r l i n g t o n . I t reads model no. D-lOOOOl and s e r i a l no. A 9553. Do any members know what u n i t 
t h i s p l a t e may be from? 
— M o r e VIA 'F' u n i t s were back i n s e r v i c e i n Southwestern O n t a r i o i n May, w i t h fewer l e a s e d CN 
9400's i n use. Many 'F's are i n f r e s h p a i n t : 6513, 6516, 6772 and 6775, f o r example. The 6775 
has a b l u e VIA logo on t h e nose i n s t e a d of the u s u a l r e d . A l s o , may appear t o be u s i n g p o r t a b l e 
d i t c h l i g h t s . 
— T h e ex-CR Jo r d a n s p r e a d e r , p r e v i o u s l y based a t S t . Thomas, i s now i n use a t C a k v i i l e as p a r t 
of the huge t r a c k gang based t h e r e f o r t h e summer. I t i s s t i l l r e s p l e n d e n t i n i t s o r i g i n a l f a d e d 
y e l l o w p a i n t , and l e t t e r e d CR. 
— M i l w a u k e e Road u n i t s have f i n a l l y s t a r t e d a p p e a r i n g on CP 500-501. SD40-2 148 r a n w i t h Soo 
6623 on eastbound CP 500 on Apr. 13. 
— C N 9901 and 9902 were d e l i v e r e d from GMD Apr.4. 
— C R GP9's 7432. 7433 and 7440 were s h i p p e d from S t . Thomas i n e a r l y A p r i l ( v i a CN) to A l t o o n a , 
Pa. t o j o i n mates 7435-37 and 7439, which were s e n t t h e r e i n June 1985. A p p a r e n t l y , the r e p o r t e d 
s a l e s o f t h e s e u n i t s f e l l t h r o u g h . 
— T h e o n l y QNS&L u n i t s s t i l l r u n n i n g on CP i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l p a i n t are 205 and 206 ( t o become 
5401 and 5402). 
— A l l C&O Canadian Geeps (and the r e m a i n i n g s w i t c h e r ) were s h i p p e d t o a S a r n i a s c r a p p e r / d e a l e r 
on A p r i l 24 v i a C&O W a l l a c e b u r g from S t . Thomas. The u n i t s were 5240, 5730-5737, 5744, 5773,5781. 
—GTW GP38 5808 and GP9 4917 were s p o t t e d on an eastbound CN f r e i g h t on Apr. 22, l i k e l y on t h e i r 
way t o the CV. The CV has been e x t r e m e l y busy as a r e s u l t o f the G u i l f o r d s t r i k e . 
Good news and bad news dept.: The TH&B s u f f e r e d a v e r y bad washout at G a i n e s v i l l e , near B r a n t -
f o r d , c i r c a May 19, f o r c i n g the r a i l w a y t o r e r o u t e the N a n t i c o k e s t e e l t r a i n by way of W e l l a n d , 
CN CASO Sub., and CN H a g e r s v i l l e Sub. from H a g e r s v i l l e to N a n t i c o k e . A f t e r two days o f t h i s , 
t h e y t u r n e d the t r a i n back o v e r to the CN, which i s r u n n i n g i t w i t h one o f the famous A-B-A s e t s 
of F7's. 
— H a m i l t o n Chapter member B i l l MacArthur r e p o r t s s p o t t i n g a unique l o c o m o t i v e i n L o u i s v i l l e , 
Ky. on May 13. Seaboard SD40 6382 i s s p o r t i n g t h e new CSX T r a n s p o r t a t i o n System p a i n t j o b , which 
c o n s i s t s c h i e f l y o f a p l a t i n u m m i s t c o l o u r e d body w i t h a medium b l u e c o l o u r e d upper cab and top 
of the whole u n i t . There i s a s m a l l SBD below the number on t h e cab s i d e , b l u e CSX l o g o on the 
nose and t h e l e t t e r i n g "CSX T r a n s p o r t a t i o n " on the s i d e s o f the body. E v e n t u a l l y , a l l C h e s s i e 
System and F a m i l y L i n e s u n i t s may r e c e i v e t h i s new post-merger p a i n t j o b . 
— C N has been t a k i n g out a l o t of newspaper a d v e r t i s i n g l a t e l y w i t h r e g a r d , t o t e n d e r s and 
l e a s e s . Up f o r grabs are the f o l l o w i n g : F o r Lease: the o l d CN s t a t i o n i n K i n g s t o n , a t 820 
M o n t r e a l S t . F o r s a l e . T i f f i n No. 2 g r a i n e l e v a t o r i n M i d l a n d . F o r removal, the ore dock and 
approach t r e s t l e i n Thunder Bay, t h e t r a c k m a t e r i a l a t S p a d i n a , and the t r a c k m a t e r i a l on the 
Beeton Sub. from Cheltenham to Tottenham. 
— C P R a i l t r a i n s i n t o TH&B's Aberdeen Y a r d ( H a m i l t o n ) : A p r i l 18, 1986: STARLITE; CP 4726-8921. 
Apr. 30: EXTRA ACID: CP 5519-4727-3006-4221-5021. EXTRA ACID: CP 4212-CR 7804-CP 4227. May 4: 
STARLITE: CP 4720-8921 (same May5-6). May 7: EXTRA ACID; CP 5542-3104-3111-4236. May 9: STARLITE: 
CP 5512-8921. May 15: EXTRA ACID: CP 4571-8921-4207-4216. 
—TH&B t r a i n s on the W e l l a n d Sub.: Apr. 30: EXTRA EAST: TH&B 73-403-CP 5012-4221-3006. EXTRA 
EAST: CP 5012-4221-3006 and TH8B 53 as pusher. May 7: EXTRA EAST: CP 5542-3104-3111-4236. 
May 16: EXTRA EAST: TH&B 73-75-CP 4216-4207. 

— O n A p r i l 25 a southbound CN f r e i g h t p a s s i n g through Ottawa, e n g i n e s 2014 and 527T, i n c l u d e d a 
CN b o x c a r p a i n t e d f o r EXPO 86, RDC 6144 (damaged with, s e v e r a l windows boarded u p — w r e c k e d a t 
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P e n h o l d , A l b e r t a , J u l y 24, see August 1985 NEWSLETTER) and a s t a i n l e s s s t e e l coach (no number, 
CP R a i l l o g o , a l s o w i t h many boarded up windows). ^ ,, „ _ , 

±' J — H a r r y Dodsworth 

E UNITS—IVHERE TO FIND THEM by Ron L i p s e t t 
The f o u r F7B's t h a t were i n s t o r a g e at F o r t E r i e were p u l l e d out d u r i n g the second week o f 
March and " f i r e d up" a g a i n . CN i s p r e s s e d f o r power a t the p r e s e n t t i m e . On March 23 a number 
of E7A u n i t s were t r a n s f e r r e d to Toronto t o a s s i s t i n t r a f f i c h e r e : 9169, 9172, 9173, 9175 and 
'9177. P r i o r t o t h a t , u n i t s 9164, 9165, 9166, 9177 were i n the Toronto a r e a f o r use on snow plow 
t r a i n s . Some 'A' u n i t s s t i l l s p o r t the w i n t e r "ear m u f f s " used f o r plow s e r v i c e . 
I n l a t e s p r i n g CN had an A-B-A c o m b i n a t i o n of 'E' u n i t s i n the H a m i l t o n a r e a and these have been 
s p o t t e d i n O a k v i l l e Y a r d , t i e d up. N i g h t t r a i n 442 runs out o f H a m i l t o n from Tuesday to 
S a t u r d a y a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 0300 h o u r s . T h i s j o b r e t u r n s as T r a i n 251 around 0600. The CN 
N a n t i c o k e j o b , t r a i n 725, l e a v e s H a m i l t o n Y a r d about 1430 d a i l y and goes up t h e H a g e r s v i l l e 
Sub. With a s canner you can chase t h i s r u n t o N a n t i c o k e ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35 m i l e s ) , as t h e l i n e 
has a 35-40 mph speed l i m i t . A good s p o t t o get a shot i s near C a l e d o n i a ; Highway 6 runs c l o s e 
t o t h e l i n e most of the way, and the chance to see 'A' and 'B' u n i t s o p e r a t i n g on f r e i g h t i n 
1986 i s j u s t too much t o r e f u s e . 
I n the Toronto a r e a the b e s t p l a c e s t o f i n d the 'E' u n i t s are a t C h e r r y S t . (Don Yard) o r a t 
M a c M i l l a n Y a r d i n Maple. On Saturday mornings two 'E' u n i t s run c a r s e a s t up the K i n g s t o n Sub. 
p a s t Main S t . and up the Geco Spur, where t h e y work the y a r d and i n d u s t r i a l s i d i n g s i n t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f Birchmount Rd. b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g to the Don. 
Other p l a c e s i n which t o l o o k f o r F's are on F o r t E r i e - T o r o n t o t r a i n s and on t h e l i n e t o 
S t r a t f o r d ; T r a i n 431 t o F o r t E r i e , t h e " P u l p T r a i n " , sometimes has A and B u n i t s mixed i n t o the 
l a s h u p , and T r a i n 409 t o S t r a t f o r d l e a v e s Mac Y a r d at about 2230 and heads out t o S t r a t f o r d , 
r e t u r n i n g about 0930 the n e x t day ( i n t o t h e s u n ) . The r a i l f a n p h o t o g r a p h e r s h o u l d be p r e p a r e d 
to chase these u n i t s at n i g h t s i n c e the m a j o r i t y of runs are d u r i n g hours of d a r k n e s s . A g r e a t 
n i g h t s h o t , u s i n g t r i p o d , c a b l e r e l e a s e and f l a s h u n i t ( s ) i s p o s s i b l e . How l o n g the F's w i l l 
r un no one r e a l l y knows. Now i s the time to get them, s i n c e i t seems t h a t Southern O n t a r i o w i l l 
be the l a s t s t a n d f o r t h e CN 'F' u n i t i n Canada. 
WHY SOME OF THOSE E'S ARE HERE—Jimmy Rousseau i s a r a i l f a n . That's not so u n u s u a l , t h e r e are 
hundreds i n t h e a r e a . What makes Jimmy unique i s the f a c t t h a t he gets t o do t h i n g s t h a t t h e 
o r d i n a r y r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l f a n j u s t i s n ' t a b l e t o do. He's the M a s t e r Mechanic at CN i n H a m i l t o n 
and when he h e a r d .that some of h i s f a v o u r i t e o l d d i e s e l l o c o m o t i v e s were s t o r e d , and p r o b a b l y 
a w a i t i n g the s c r a p p e r ' s t o r c h , he d e c i d e d he wanted them. The o r d i n a r y r a i l f a n would have had 
t o d r i v e n e a r l y 1900 m i l e s t o The Pas, Manitoba, j u s t t o see them. But not Jimmy. He c o n t a c t e d 
h i s s u p e r v i s o r s i n M o n t r e a l and s a i d " L e t ' s make a d e a l " . A few weeks l a t e r three, l o c o m o t i v e s 
from H a m i l t o n headed west and the t h r e e Jimmy f a n c i e d a r r i v e d i n H a m i l t o n . So, why does he want 
t o have t h e s e 34-year o l d machines around? A f t e r a l l they've over f i v e m i l l i o n m i l e s a p i e c e on 
them and they do need a b i t o f Tender L o v i n g Care i n the m e c h a n i c a l end. The answer i s the s i g h t 
and sound. They c e r t a i n l y l o o k d i f f e r e n t ; b e t t e r , r e a l l y , than the new l o c o m o t i v e s . Then the 
sound. I t ' s a g u t s y , p o w e r f u l p i t c h chat gets to Jimmy's e a r s — t h a t b e l i e s the age and m i l e a g e 
o f the u n i t s . But i t ' s not a l l an a f f a i r of the h e a i t ( o r eyes and e a r s ) . Jimmy's l o v e l i e s are 
good " p u l l e r s " . T h e y ' l l h a u l more tonnage than a n y t h i n g e l s e t h e i r s i z e and t h e enginemen say 
they r i d e l i k e C a d i l l a c s — w e l l , l i k e 130 t o n s t e e l t i r e d C a d i l l a c s , anjrway. 
So, i f at about f o u r o ' c l o c k some a f t e r n o o n you're hung up a t a c r o s s i n g on Ferguson Ave. and 
see a d i f f e r e n t l o o k i n g t r a i n , Jimmy c o u l d be i n the cab o r even r u n n i n g the engines on t h e i r 
r e g u l a r r u n , the s t e e l t r a i n t o N a n t i c o k e . 

— B o b Chambers i n the H a m i l t o n S p e c t a t o r , f o r w a r d e d by D i c k V i n c e n t 

MARITIME NEWS by Bruce Chapman, Ron L i p s e t t and WendelF Lemon 
— C T C d e c i s i o n : CN has been g i v e n the O.K. t o abandon the C e n t r e v i l l e Sub. i n New B r u n s w i c k , 
from Woodstock, M i l e 2.63, t o C e n t r e v i l l e M i l e 27.7. I n 1983 t h i s l i n e l o s t $289,605. The 
s e c t i o n from M i l e 0.0 t o 2.63 i n Woodstock w i l l be c o n t i n u e d and an attempt t o t r a n s f e r ownership 
to CP urged. The l i n e had o r i g i n a l l y been p l a n n e d i n 1909, w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n s t a r t e d i n 1912 as 
the S a i n t John V a l l e y R a i l w a y Company, t o j o i n S t . John and the Grand Trunk Ry. a t Grand F a l l s , 
N.B. In 1914 the p r o v i n c e o f New Brunswick assumed ownership o f a l l e x i s t i n g t r a c k a g e between 
Gagetown and C e n t r e v i l l e . The s e c t i o n o f t r a c k a g e between Gagetown and W e s t f i e l d Beach ( S t . 
John) was completed i n 1919. I n 1929 the l i n e was s o l d t o the F e d e r a l Government. I n 1966 the 
t r a c k a g e n o r t h o f F r e d e r i c t o n was abandoned because of the huge Mactaquac power dam, f l o o d i n g 
most of the r i g h t - o f - w a y . CP p r o v i d e d r u n n i n g r i g h t s from Devon, M i l e 70.5 on the CN Oromocto 
Sub. o v e r CP's Gibson and Shogomoc Subs. The l i n e , d u r i n g t h e 1960s, was w e l l known f o r i t s 
r a r e d i e s e l power (Canadian Locomotive Co. 1600 s e r i e s u n i t s , w h i c h p r o v i d e d the power u n t i l 
r e p l a c e d by RS18 and RSC13 1700 s e r i e s , u n i t s ) . The l i n e was v e r y l i g h t i n t r a f f i c , w i t h p o t a t o e s , 
lumber and wood p r o d u c t s the major l o a d s c a r r i e d . 
— W i t h the G u i l f o r d s t r i k e , CP i s r u n n i n g a l l M a r i t i m e t r a f f i c on the CNR from Quebec C i t y t o 
Edmundston, N.B. VIA Nos. 11 and 12 were not r u n n i n g t h r o u g h Maine a t time o f w r i t i n g b u t t h i s 
may be a l l o w e d s h o r t l y . The f i r s t eastbound CP f r e i g h t t h r o u g h Moncton had 4557, 4726, 4731 and 
5405 f o r power. Crews changed a t CN Moncton and the t r a i n c o n t i n u e d on t o S t . John, N.B. 
— M a i n e C e n t r a l 16 has been s o l d and s e n t t o t h e A r o o s t o o k V a l l e y R.R. ( i n Maine) t o be p a i n t e d 
and renumbered AVR 14. 

NEWFOUNDLAND—Recent p r e s s r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e t h e growing t h r e a t t o Newfoundland's 
I 3'6" gauge r a i l w a y system. An u n i d e n t i f i e d P r o v i n c i a l Government o f f i c i a l has s a i d 

X j t h a t the F e d e r a l Government has o f f e r e d Newfoundland $1 b i l l i o n as w e l l as o t h e r 
i n c e n t i v e s t o s c r a p t h e r a i l system. A good p o r t i o n o f t h e money would be used t o 

upgrade t h e t r a n s - i s l a n d (Trans-Canada) Highway, w h i l e o t h e r funds w o u l d go t o r e t i r e m e n t pack-
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ages f o r the 500-odd T e r r a T r a n s p o r t (CN) r a i l employees and f o r i n c e n t i v e s f o r new i n d u s t r i a l 
p a r k s i n towns such as B i s h o p ' s F a l l s and Port-aux-Basques which would be h a r d h i t by r a i l 
abandonment. P r o v i n c i a l o f f i c i a l s and p o l i t i c i a n s , however, are w o r r i e d about the p o s s i b l e 
c o n t i n u e d need f o r t h e r a i l w a y i n t h e f u t u r e , such as f o r the t r a n s p o r t of p i p e f o r o f f s h o r e 
o i l development. P r e m i e r B r i a n P e c k f o r d ' s o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n i s t h a t Newfoundland's r a i l w a y 
system s h o u l d be r e t a i n e d and upgraded, w h i l e P r o v i n c i a l Government O p p o s i t i o n Leader Leo 
B a r r y has p r o p o s e d a 10-year moratorium on any d e c i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g t h e r a i l w a y and on any 
d e c i s i o n t o upgrade the t r a n s - i s l a n d highway t o f o u r l a n e s . 

by B r u c e Chapman 

— C N has been h e l d f u l l y r e s p o n s i b l e because a 12 y e a r o l d r e t a r d e d boy had a l e g amputated i n 
C ampbellton, N.B. a f t e r he f e l l under a t r a i n . He had been a f r e q u e n t v i s i t o r to the r a i l y a r d s 
and t h e judge s a i d t h a t CN ought t o have known t h a t slow moving t r a i n s were a t t r a c t i v e t o young 
boys. 
— C N i s t r a n s f o r m i n g an e x i s t i n g o f f i c e b u i l d i n g n e x t t o C e n t r a l S t a t i o n , M o n t r e a l , i n t o the 
new h e a d q u a r t e r s f o r the S t . Lawrence Region. The b u i l d i n g had been v a c a n t f o r two y e a r s and 
w i l l have a t u n n e l c o n n e c t i o n t o C e n t r a l S t a t i o n ' a n d t h e a d j o i n i n g underground s h o p p i n g m a l l . 
— T h e d i s p a t c h e r i n v o l v e d i n the s i d i n g head on c o l l i s i o n of VIA No. 15 and CN 240, near Quebec 
C i t y on Feb. 15, 1986, blamed the a s s i s t a n t c h i e f t r a i n d i s p a t c h e r . He c l a i m e d t h a t h i s " t r a i n 
o f t h o u g h t " was i n t e r r u p t e d , l e a v i n g the s w i t c h open t o t h e s i d i n g . 
— B C R a i l r e p o r t e d a 1985 net o p e r a t i n g income of $78 m i l l i o n , b ut broke even by p a y i n g i n t e r e s t 
charges o f $78 m i l l i o n t o i t s parent,BCR Company, which a f t e r c o n s o l i d a t i o n had a net income o f 
$42 m i l l i o n , compared w i t h $34.3 m i l l i o n i n 1984. 
— P o r t s Canada ( N a t i o n a l Harbours Board R.R.) has r e t i r e d s i x MLW S3 u n i t s . Locomotives 1003-
1007 and 1009 were i n CN's T u r c o t Y a r d , M o n t r e a l l a t e i n 1985, a w a i t i n g t u r n o v e r t o S i d b e c -
F e r u n i f o r s c r a p . 
— C h r i s t i a n B e l l P o r c e l a i n L t d . of Mount F o r e s t , Ont. has bought ex-CNR 2-6-0 96 from Steam-
town. The engine a r r i v e d i n H a m i l t o n on Feb. 19. H i s t o r y : b u i l t i n 1910 by Canadian Locomotive 
Works as Grand Trunk Ry. 1024; s u b s e q u e n t l y became CNR 926 and 96. 
— C P R a i l i s expanding Manual B l o c k System t r a i n d i s p a t c h i n g i n the E a s t e r n R e g i o n . By June 1, 
1986, the r a i l w a y hopes t o have i t implemented on the P a r r y Sound Sub. between M a c t i e r and 
B o l t o n , on t h e P o r t M c N i c o l l Sub. between Medonte and U h t h o f f , on the G a i t Sub. between Guelph 
J e t . and London, on the Windsor Sub. between London and W a l k e r v i l l e , and on t h e S t . Mary's, 
S t . Thomas, P o r t Bvurwell, Owen Sound, F l o r a , Teeswater and G o d e r i c h Subs. 
— T h e T e r r a T r a n s p o r t (CN Newfoundland) main l i n e between P o r t Aux Basques and Cornerbrook was 
out of s e r v i c e f o r s e v e r a l weeks e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r . D u r i n g the f i r s t week o f January a b r i d g e 
62 m i l e s e a s t of Cornerbrook-was h e a v i l y damaged by f l o o d w a t e r s , c a u s i n g t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e 
l i n e . T r u c k t r a n s p o r t was u s e d t o move t r a f f i c . 
— F e d e r a l T r a n s p o r t M i n i s t e r Don Mazankowski has s t a t e d t h a t he wants b r a n c h l i n e abandonments 
speeded up because t h e r e i s a h i g h e r r i s k o f r a i l - a u t o a c c i d e n t s when p e o p l e do not expect t o 
e ncounter t r a i n s at grade c r o s s i n g s . Those l i n e s c u r r e n t l y i n v o l v e d are f o u r i n New B r u n s w i c k , 
t h r e e i n each o f Nova S c o t i a and O n t a r i o , and two i n Quebec. 
— O n May 16 the BCR's R o y a l Hudson, 2860, t r a v e l l e d to Hope, B.C. from Vancouver o v e r CN's 
m a i n l i n e t o take p a r t i n the o p e n i n g o f the C o q u i h a l l a Highway. The t r a i n i n c l u d e d baggage c a r 
PRINCE GEORGE, f o u r coaches, lounge c a r DISCOVERY, and t h e l o u n g e - o b s e r v a t i o n c a r BRITANNIA. 
— M a r i n e I n d u s t r i e s o f S o r e l , Quebec, upon c o m p l e t i o n of an o r d e r f o r government g r a i n hoppers 
i n March, announced t h a t i t p l a n s t o c l o s e i t s money l o s i n g r a i l c a r d i v i s i o n . 
— T h e Salem and H i l l s b o r o u g h now has ex-CN 2-6-0 1009 ready t o r o l l . On A p r i l 5 i t was f i r e d up 
t o 100 l b s . p r e s s u r e and moved back and f o r t h . I t has many l e a k s , but t h e b o i l e r i s v e r y t i g h t . 
On A p r i l 19 i t was a g a i n f i r e d up and taken out f o r a c o u p l e o f m i l e s ' r u n under f u l l steam. 
The l o c o m o t i v e runs q u i t e f r e e l y and can s t e p r i g h t o u t . Much work i s s t i l l t o be done. The 
t e n d e r t r u c k s were r e p l a c e d w i t h b o x c a r t r u c k s because o f b a d l y worn b r a s s e s on t h e o r i g i n a l s . 
S&H 42 has had a l l tubes removed and the bottom o f t h e f i r e b o x c u t away. I t w i l l be some time 
b e f o r e i t i s m o b i l e . The S&H i s s t i l l h a v i n g t r o u b l e o b t a i n i n g enough s t a f f t o run t r a i n s . I t 
may have t o h i r e a f u l l time o p e r a t o r of steam. 
— I n t h e A p r i l t i m e t a b l e change, o p e r a t i n g crews on Amtrak's MONTREALER became Amtrak ccews t o 
S t . A l b a n ' s , V t . , r e p l a c i n g B&M and CR crews who had the o p t i o n of j o i n i n g Amtrak o r g o i n g on 
f r e i g h t r u n s . T h i s i s the same as f o r D&H crews on the ADIRONDACK from Albany t o M o n t r e a l . 
— C T C d e c i s i o n s : NAR-CN i s to c o n t i n u e o p e r a t i n g M i x e d T r a i n s 289-290, Edmonton-Waterways 
A l t a . ( a . k . a . t h e MUSKEG MIXED). With annual l o s s e s o f $200,00 exceeded, CN now has a p p r o v a l t o 
abandon a p o r t i o n o f the Pagwa Sub. between Na k i n a , Ont., M i l e 141.45 and Pagwa, M i l e 78.6. 
T r a i n o p e r a t i o n i s t o c o n t i n u e between C a l s t o c k M i l e 23.9 and Pagwa; the l a s t revenue c a r was 
i n 1981 t o Pagwa, b u t t r i - w e e k l y VIA 272-273 are t o c o n t i n u e t o o p e r a t e . The CTC wants CN to 
r e t a i n p o s s e s s i o n o f the l a n d f o r f u t u r e use, as t h e o l d N a t i o n a l T r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l Ry. l i n e i s 
the s h o r t e s t r o u t e from Western Canada t o Quebec. VIA can now c u t passenger s e r v i c e between 
Pagwa and N a k i n a 35 days a f t e r the i s s u a n c e of the o r d e r (see accompanying map). 
— T h e Soo L i n e R.R.'s new s h o r t l i n e , c a l l e d the Lake S t a t e s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Co., i s e x p e c t e d t o 
g r o s s more than $100 m i l l i o n t h i s y e a r , p u t t i n g i t i n the C l a s s 1 l e a g u e . 
HAMILTCN AREA NCTES by Doug Page and Mike L i n d s a y 
—Good-bye TH&B? The n o t i c e o f t h e Annual M e e t i n g o f Canadian P a c i f i c s h a r e h o l d e r s ( d a t e d March 
10) h o l d s a r a t h e r ominous n o t a t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o the f u t u r e o f t h e T o r o n t o , H a m i l t o n and 
B u f f a l o R a i l w a y . S h a r e h o l d e r s have been asked t o approve a " s p e c i a l r e s o l u t i o n . . . b y v i r t u e o f 
w h i c h t h e T H & B . . . w i l l l e a s e i t s r a i l w a y and u n d e r t a k i n g t o CPL (Canadian P a c i f i c L t d . ) " . F u r t h e r 
on i n the n o t i c e , mention i s made o f a 99-year l e a s e and t h e TH&B w i l l be " h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d 
t o as t h e demised r a i l w a y " . B a s i c a l l y , a 99 y e a r l e a s e s p e l l s the end o f t h e TH&B as we know i t . 
—Waxman & Sons of H a m i l t o n have a p p a r e n t l y p u r c h a s e d almost a l l o f the s t o r e d CP R a i l A l c o 
s w i t c h e r s t h a t are p r e s e n t l y a t CP John S t . , T o r o n t o . To be s c r a p p e d are S3's 6509, 6527, 6549,| 
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and 6552, and S2's 7011, 7029, 7032 and 7061. Are the TH&B Geeps f a r b e h i n d ? 
— S i x - a x l e CP power has f i n a l l y been g i v e n t h e green l i g h t on the TH&B wh i c h might l e a d t o t h e 
demise o f the s t r i n g s o f 0424's on the BUCP/CPBU. T h i s comes a t a time when CP was t h i n k i n g o f 
ad d i n g a f o u r t h u n i t t o the B u f f a l o - b o u n d c o n s i s t s t o a v o i d the p r e s e n t h e l p e r s i t u a t i o n , 
a c t u a l l y a p u l l e r , from H a m i l t o n t o Vinemount. Q u i t e a few U.S.-bound a c i d t r a i n s a r e r u n n i n g 
e v e r y week ( t h r e e t o f o u r ) . 
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Sandy Worthen Pieces 
1 JOTTINGS AT TRACKSIDE 

Why w a i t ' t i l s p r i n g ? On a g r a y March day, w i t h the s m e l l o f snow i n t h e a i r , the g r a f f i t i e d 
double t r a c k , deck p l a t e g i r d e r b r i d g e o v e r US Route 30 a t Laden, N.Y., 30 m i l e s e a s t o f 
B u f f a l o , i d e n t i f i e d the e x - E r i e R.R. main l i n e , now used p r i n c i p a l l y by D & H / G u i l f o r d I n d u s t r i e s 
f r e i g h t s . There was n o t h i n g moving e a s t t o A t t i c a , b ut on the s h o u l d e r of t h e r i d g e above the 
v a l l e y o f C a t k a Creek, near D a l e , t h e r e was a f l a s h of m u l t i - c o l o u r e d u n i t s ( t h r e e ) h a u l i n g an 
e q u a l l y m u l t i - c o l o u r e d merchandise c o n s i s t , h e a d i n g f o r B u f f a l o . A r a p i d back t r a c k t o the 
west s i d e c r o s s i n g at A t t i c a was too l a t e t o see a n y t h i n g except th e t a i l end o f the f r e i g h t , 
w i t h a M i s s o u r i P a c i f i c b o x c a r , p l u s a " b l a c k box", p l a y i n g the p a r t o f the c a b i n car/caboose I 
Next day, a s l u s h y , snowy Mar. 13, 1986 on the former E r i e R.R. m a i n l i n e t o Salamanca, a t 0957, 
two C o n r a i l 030-7 u n i t s , 6605 and 6606, l e a d i n g 43 c a r s , appeared a t F r i e n d s h i p , N.Y. I n the 
c o n s i s t were two " p i g s " , f o u r a r t i c u l a t e d , double s t a c k e d c o n t a i n e r c a r s and 10 c a r s o f lumber. 
E x t r a E a s t 6605 h e l d the main at W e l l s v i l l e , b u t the c o l o u r l i g h t s i g n a l and the e a s t s w i t c h 
a l i g n m e n t of t h e p a s s i n g t r a c k i n d i c a t e d t h a t a t r a i n was i n t h e b l o c k . At 1046, C o n r a i l E x t r a 
West 6792 approached, w i t h SD50 u n i t s 6792 and 6753, 66 c a r s and caboose 24510. E x t r a 6792 
m a i n t a i n e d medium speed through F r i e n d s h i p , t o C l e a n (JC 396; p i c k up 11 c a r s a t 12:48) and 
Salamanca i n t h e A l l e g h e n y R i v e r v a l l e y (JC 414), around the n o r t h shore of A l l e g h e n y R e s e r v o i r 
(JC 416), up the h i l l t o Randolph and then down to the l e v e l of Lake CLnutauqua and Jamestown 
(JC 447), where E x t r a West 6792 d i s a p p e a r e d i n between o n - l i n e i n d u s t r i e s . 
Next day (March 14), a l e i s u r e l y t r i p i n the b r i g h t s p r i n g s u n s h i n e was p l a n n e d , f o l l o w i n g the 
meanders of the C a n i s t e o R i v e r e a s t from H o r n e l l (JC 332.3), b u t t h i s p r o p o s a l was f r u s t r a t e d 
by C o n r a i l E x t r a West 6842 at A d r i a n , N.Y. (JC ca. 323), w i t h t h r e e SD50 u n i t s , 6842, 6812 and 
6819, h a u l i n g 107 c a r s and c a b i n c a r 21264. The f r e i g h t was w a s t i n g no time and pre-empted 
ev e r y r o a d c r o s s i n g a l l the way t o H o r n e l l . However, on A l f r e d H i l l speed was reduced t o 30 
mph. Cnce over the d i v i d e , the speed i n c r e a s e d , p a s s i n g W e l l e s v i l l e (JC 358.5) a t 0957, S o i o a t 
1008, Belmont (JC 367) a t 1019, F r i e n d s h i p (JC 383) a t 1054, a t w h i c h p o i n t the e x e r c i s e was 
broken o f f . 
Two days l a t e r (Mar. 16, 1986) C e n t r a l Vermont R S l l 3604 ( c l a s s MR-18a) was i d l i n g on the 
Grand Trunk's main l i n e a t South P a r i s , Maine at 1320, w i t h a " t r a i n " composed of CN b o x c a r 
550007 and GT caboose 75960. Cne hundred and e i g h t e e n m i l e s f u r t h e r n o r t h , same r a i l r o a d , same 
day. E x t r a 2557 E a s t , headed by CN u n i t s 2557, 2531 and 2578, was s topped on t h e main l i n e a t 
N o r t o n , V t . , perhaps w a i t i n g f o r U.S. Customs c l e a r a n c e . The i n d e t e r m i n a t e c o n s i s t was completed 
by CN caboose 78432. 
Note: "JC" i n b r a c k e t s r e f e r s t o m i l e a g e from J e r s e y C i t y . 

2 GTI STRIKE DISRUPTS CP R A I L — I n the b e g i n n i n g , the s t r i k e by 123 maintenance-of-way workers on 
t h e Maine C e n t r a l R.R. o f G u i l f o r d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n d u s t r i e s seemed to be o f v e r y l i t t l e 
consequence. W i t h o u t a c o n t r a c t , and concerned by l a y o f f s , the employees wanted the new 
c o n t r a c t t o i n c l u d e improved severance pay. GTI responded by demanding 30% wage c u t s to respond 
t o d e c l i n i n g revenues from o p e r a t i o n s . 
Two months l a t e r , t h e r e had been a l a r g e number o f consequences. When o t h e r u n i o n i z e d employees 
o f GTI's MEG, B oston & Maine and Delaware & Hudson R a i l r o a d s honoured the MofW p i c k e t l i n e s , 
r a i l commuter s e r v i c e s s o u t h o f B o s t o n were p a r a l y z e d u n t i l a U.S. D i s t r i c t C ourt i s s u e d a 
r e s t r a i n i n g o r d e r r e s t o r i n g s o u t h s i d e s e r v i c e s and a l i m i t e d r u s h hour s e r v i c e n o r t h o f the 
Hub t o suburban p o i n t s . Other c o u r t a c t i o n s were l a u n c h e d t o p r e v e n t the s t r i k e from s p r e a d i n g 
t o the D&H. Some r e g i o n a l s h o r t l i n e r a i l r o a d s , n o t a f f e c t e d by the s t r i k e , were i n v i t e d t o 
send motive power and crews t o s t r i k e b o u n d l a r g e y a r d s to s w i t c h l o a d s and h a u l out c a r s d e s t 
i n e d f o r customers on t h e i r l i n e s . Some f r e i g h t s were h a n d l e d by " s u p e r v i s o r y p e r s o n n e l " , b u t 
t h e r e were s c a t t e r e d r e p o r t s t h a t some f r e i g h t s were r u n n i n g w i t h engine crews from " f o r e i g n " 
r e g i o n a l s h o r t l i n e s , and w i t h o u t cabooses. 
By the f i r s t week i n May, Amtrak crews on New E n g l a n d s e r v i c e s were r e f u s i n g to c r o s s the MofW 
p i c k e t l i n e s . Amtrak t r i e d t o m a i n t a i n i t s MONTREALER s e r v i c e by r e v e r s i n g t h e t r a i n e a s t out 
of S p r i n g f i e l d t o Palmer, Mass., thus r e a c h i n g the s t r i k e f r e e r a i l s o f the C e n t r a l Vermont R.R. 
f o r the onward j o u r n e y n o r t h t o White R i v e r J u n c t i o n , S t . A lbans and M o n t r e a l . The ADIRONDACK 
t e r m i n a t e d at Schenectady, N.Y., the end o f Amtrak and the b e g i n n i n g o f the D&H, from whence 
passengers were bu s s e d t o . M o n t r e a l . But on Monday, May 5, Amtrak gave up on t h e "Palmer 
C o n n e c t i o n " and t e r m i n a t e d t h e MONTREALER at S p r i n g f i e l d , Mass., end of Amtrak t r a c k a g e . 
A r r i v a l time t h e r e b e i n g 1:50 a.m., no bus s e r v i c e onward was p r o v i d e d . 
However, what came as a r e a l s u r p r i s e was the d i s r u p t i o n o f CP R a i l f r e i g h t s e r v i c e and VIA 
R a i l ATLANTIC passenger s e r v i c e t h r o u g h th e S t a t e o f Maine, when crews a t B r o w n v i l l e J e t . , Me. 
r e f u s e d t o t a k e " s h o r t l i n e " t r a i n s i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n because, t h e y s a i d , CP R a i l had been 
h e l p i n g s t r i k e b o u n d MEC by d e l i v e r i n g c a r l o a d s of f r e i g h t t o the U.S. r a i l r o a d a t Mattawamkeag. 
Canadian P r e s s r e p o r t s on May 5-6 s a i d t h a t CP R a i l spokesman B i l l Humphreys had c o n f i r m e d 
t h a t t h e r e were not enough "management p e r s o n n e l " t o o p e r a t e the ATLANTIC s e r v i c e from Boundary 
to Vanceboro, Me. He added t h a t CP R a i l w o u l d seek an i n j u n c t i o n i n U.S. D i s t r i c t Court on May 5 
t o t e r m i n a t e p i c k e t i n g and t o i n s i s t on compliance w i t h t h e U.S. T a f t - H a r t l e y A c t ' s " c o o l i n g 
o f f " p e r i o d , h i t h e r t o i g n o r e d by t h e MofW u n i o n members. 
Meanwhile, ATLANTIC s e r v i c e s were r e r o u t e d v i a CN R a i l t o Moncton and H a l i f a x . CP R a i l p l a n n e d 
t o r e r o u t e i t s f r e i g h t s v i a CN, i f i t s " s h o r t l i n e " c o u l d not be reopened. 
No one c o u l d p r e d i c t what would happen on May 19 and 26, Canada's V i c t o r i a Day and Memorial Day 
i n t h e U.S. r e s p e c t i v e l y , t r a d i t i o n a l l y the " k i c k - o f f " o f the summer v a c a t i o n p e r i o d . When 
q u e s t i o n e d , C o l i n Pease, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of G u i l f o r d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n d u s t r i e s , owner o f MEC, 
B&M and D&H, s a i d t h a t t h e r e was no end i n s i g h t f o r the s t r i k e and no n e g o t i a t i o n s were 
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UCRS ond other 
events ond octivities 

by Ed Campbel l 
The May Toronto UCRS me e t i n g f e a t u r e d another e x c e l l e n t s l i d e show, t h i s one p r e s e n t e d by Tony 
S c h i l l o f B u f f a l o . In a d d i t i o n t o the v a r i o u s r a i l w a y s and i n d u s t r i e s l i s t e d i n t h e program 
announcement i n the l a s t i s s u e , t h e r e was coverage o f a good rtumber o f o t h e r Western U.S. 
o p e r a t i o n s . A bonus was a c o n c l u d i n g s e r i e s o f t r a c t i o n s l i d e s r a n g i n g from Hong Kong t o P i t t s 
b urgh, w i t h many s t o p s i n between. Thanks a g a i n , Tony, and do come back a g a i n . 
— N o t e : The J u l y and August Toronto meetings w i l l be h e l d i n No r t h Toronto C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , 
70 Roehampton Ave. (one s t r e e t n o r t h o f E g l i n t o n Ave., r u n n i n g e a s t from Yonge S t . ) . The l o c a t i o n 
i s c l o s e t o E g l i n t o n Subway S t a t i o n , and f r e e p a r k i n g i s a v a i l a b l e on the s c h o o l ' s e a s t s i d e . 
E n t r a n c e t o t h e s c h o o l i s a t • t h e south-west c o r n e r — w a t c h f o r s i g n s d i r e c t i n g you t o the m e e t i n g 
room. 
— B e c a u s e o f the 1986 i n s u r a n c e c r i s i s , and the r e s u l t a n t u n c e r t a i n t y s u r r o u n d i n g a l l s p e c i a l 
t r a i n movements, none a r e b e i n g announced i n t h i s i s s u e . I f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n an e x c u r s i o n 
of w h i c h you have a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d n o t i c e , you would be w e l l a d v i s e d t o check d i r e c t l y w i t h the 
s p o n s o r i n g group t o determine whether o r not t h e t r i p i s "on". 
F r i d a y , June' 2 0 — R e g u l a r UCRS Toronto meeting a t the E d u c a t i o n C e n t r e , 6 t h f l o o r a u d i t o r i u m . 
C o l l e g e and McCaul S t s . The e n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l c o n s i s t o f a n o s t a l g i a (1940s and 1950s) s l i d e 
and movies t r a c t i o n p r e s e n t a t i o n ( I l l i n o i s T e r m i n a l , N o r t h Shore, West Penn, IRC, e t c . ) by 
l o n g time B u f f a l o r a i l f a n A l K e r r . V i s i t o r s welcome, a d m i s s i o n f r e e . Your newscast s l i d e s are 
always welcome. P l e a s e remember: Toronto meetings now s t a r t a t 7:30 p.m. s h a r p . 
F r i d a y , ' June 2 7 — R e g u l a r UCRS H a m i l t o n Chapter meeting a t t h e CNR s t a t i o n i n H a m i l t o n , 8 p.m. 
Members' 35mm s l i d e s w i l l be f e a t u r e d , and o f course y o u r newscast s l i d e s w i l l be welcome. GO 
T r a n s i t has two t r a i n s g o i n g d i r e c t l y t o the meeting s i t e , l e a v i n g Toronto Union at 5:19 p.m. 
and 6:03 p.m. The 5:19 t r a i n i s e x p r e s s to O a k v i l l e , w h i l e the 6:03 makes a l l s t a t i o n s t o p s . 
Friday',' J u l y ' 1 8 — R e g u l a r UCRS Toronto m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d i n Room L8 of N o r t h Toronto C o l l e g 
i a t e , 70 Roehampton Ave. (see note above). The e n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l c o n s i s t o f members' 8mm 
movies. These s h o u l d be e d i t e d . . P l e a s e c o n t a c t George Meek w e l l i n advance a t (416) 532-5617 i f 
you i n t e n d t o show your movies so t h a t he may arrange the program. The meeting w i l l s t a r t a t 
7:30 p.m. 
F r i d a y , J u l y 2 5 — R e g u l a r UCRS H a m i l t o n Chapter meeting i n the CN s t a t i o n , H a m i l t o n . See above 
f o r GC t r a i n s t o H a m i l t o n . E n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l be members' 35mm s l i d e s . V i s i t o r s always welcome. 
Why not take your newscast s l i d e s t o Ha m i l t o n ? 
Friday', Aug. 2 5 — R e g u l a r UCRS Toronto meeting at N o r t h Toronto C o l l e g i a t e , 70 Roehampton Ave., 
at 7:30 p.m. The e n t e r t a i n m e n t w i l l c o n s i s t o f 16tnm movies. I f you have such f i l m s t o show, 
p l e a s e c a l l George Meek as p e r t h e J u l y 18 me e t i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s . 
— H a v e you o r d e r e d your copy o f TCHCNTC CIVIC RAILWAYS by B i l l Hood? 

p l a n n e d . And, t h e demand f o r a 30% wage c u t s t i l l s t o o d . 
The p l i g h t o f some o f t h e New E n g l a n d s h o r t l i n e s such as the Vermont Ry. and the Green 
Mountain R.R., and t h e i r customers, can be a p p r e c i a t e d . Windsor M i n e r a l s , p r o d u c e r s o f t a l c at 
S m i t h v i l l e , V t . , n o r m a l l y s h i p s e a s t over t h e Green Mountain R.R. to a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the B&M 
a t B e l l o w s F a l l s , o r northwest t o R u t l a n d and the Vermont Ry. W i t h the VTR h a v i n g no o u t l e t v i a 
the D&H, r a i l shipments have d e c l i n e d 75%, w i t h p r o d u c t g o i n g by t r u c k at double the normal 
c o s t . L a y o f f s a t the m i l l at S m i t h v i l l e a r e su r e t o f o l l o w . 

CN'S GENERAL CUTLCCK—CN R a i l ' s m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r w e s t e r n e x p a n s i o n 
^ H B I • p l a n s have been slowed down somewhat by u n s e t t l i n g market t r e n d s and 

O I I I h a r d e n i n g p r o f i t squeeze. C a p i t a l s p e n d i n g t h r o u g h 1990 w i l l need 
^ H H ^ X ^ $3.5 b i l l i o n . How can t h i s amount be r a i s e d w i t h o u t s e r i o u s l y i n c r e a s 

i n g the company's debt? F i r s t o f a l l , says Maurice L e C l a i r , CN's 
Chairman, t h e c o r p o r a t i o n ' s massive $3.3 b i l l i o n debt must be capped 

t h i s y e a r , w i t h t h e r e d u c t i o n p r o c e s s b e g i n n i n g i n 1989-90. A l r e a d y , t h e 1986 c a p i t a l budget 
has been reduced by $110 m i l l i o n . 
The Government of Canada, Canadian N a t i o n a l ' s Midas mentor, has shown no i n t e r e s t i n a l l o w i n g 
CN t o "go p u b l i c " , n or i n s e l l i n g p r o f i t a b l e n o n - t r a n s p o r t a t i o n h o l d i n g s . CN's domestic r a i l 
t r a f f i c f e l l by 5.2% l a s t y e a r , w h i l e Canada's economy grew by 4%. The r a i l w a y w i l l r e p o r t a 
p r o f i t o f between $105 m i l l i o n and $115 m i l l i o n f o r 1985, but t h i s l e v e l i s e x p e c t e d t o f a l l t o 
between $66 m i l l i o n and $70 m i l l i o n i n 1986. E x p o r t g r a i n t r a f f i c dropped o f f by 23% i n 1985, 
due t o poor c r o p s . 
Some 124 m i l e s - o f ' t h e Edmonton-Vancouver,line were double t r a c k e d l a s t y e a r , b u t t h e emphasis 
i n 1986 w i l l be on y a r d u p g r a d i n g . The B.C. N o r t h main l i n e between P r i n c e George and P r i n c e 
R upert was improved l a s t y e a r t o handle Tumbler Ridge e x p o r t c o a l s hipments coming o f f the 
B r i t i s h Columbia Ry., b u t , t o date, t r a f f i c i s r u n n i n g a t about h a l f t h e e x p e c t e d volume. 
Chairman L e C l a i r r e s t a t e d t h e dilemma t h a t so o f t e n f a c e s CN management. As a Crown c o r p o r a t i o n , 
CN o f t e n i s r e s t r a i n e d from making good b u s i n e s s d e c i s i o n s w h i c h may c o s t j o b s and thus make 
r e g i o n a l p o l i t i c i a n s u n p o p u l a r . T h i s has been the case s i n c e 1885 and the days o f D a v i d 
P o t t i n g e r on the I n t e r c o l o n i a l Ry. C b v i o u s l y , t h e C o r p o r a t i o n must have adequate a - a t h o r i t y i n a 
d e r e g u l a t e d environment t o improve o r e l i m i n a t e u n p r o d u c t i v e p r a c t i c e s . As o f f i r s t q u a r t e r 
1986, t h i s had not been g r a n t e d . 



18 JUNE 1986 

O t ) L:. 11 

^ STRANGE TENDERS—What surely must be one of the most peculiar ever "Calls for Tenders" appeared 
in the March 17, 1986 issue of the Montreal GAZETTE: 'CN C a l l for Tenders-Water Patrol of 
V i c t o r i a Bridge Area'. Description of Work: To patrol the area around the V i c t o r i a Bridge to ^ 
ensure protection for those working on the bridge from A p r i l to Cctober 1986. This r e s p o n s i b i l 
i t y w i l l be entrusted to two persons with suitable q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , who w i l l patrol the bridge 
area in two outboard motorboats equipped with the appropriate rescue equipment. 
Sealed tenders were accepted u n t i l 12:00 a.m. on Mar. 25. Relevant documents and additional 
information were available from CN Bridges and Structures, CP 8107, Central Station, 4th f l o o r , 
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3N3. 

Correspondence 
To the Editor, 

I write this l e t t e r , much delayed by press of business, to express my disappoint
ment with Mr. Gordon J. Thompson's rebuttal (NEWSLETTER 437) to my comments on Buffalo's Metro 
Ra i l (NEWSLETTER 434). I plead g u i l t to being a " f i l b e r t " for more than 30 years. But I also 
believe I have enough j o u r n a l i s t i c i n t e g r i t y to base a c r i t i q u e l i k e "The Ends of Some Eras" on 
real s o c i a l , economic, and engineering considerations and not on what I as a t r o l l e y fan might 
l i k e to see. I was not expecting to see semiconvertibles or Witts operating on Main St. I was 
disappointed, not as a f i l b e r t but as a student of rapid t r a n s i t , in what I did see, and that 
i s what I t r i e d to communicate in my a r t i c l e . I am pleased to hear that MetroRall i s as 
successful as Mr. Thompson reports, and I wish Buffalo the best of luck. But. ss. long as he 
brings up Baltimore's Metro in his comparisons, l e t me correct him on one point. Although th.-̂ s 
l i n e w i l l reach far out into the suburbs with next year's extension, the ex i s t i n g eight-mile 
l i n e serves heavily populated urban d i s t r i c t s , with close together stations on the inner 
portion, and only s l i g h t l y larger spacings on the outer. But Buffalo paid over 20% more per mile 
than Baltimore for a l i n e of lower capacity and lower speed, important factors for the future 
suburban extensions of both. In t h i s sense perhaps my characterization of Buffalo's MetroRall 
as "shoestring rapid t r a n s i t " i s incorrect--but not in Mr. Thompson's sense. I do thank Mr. 
Thompson for pointing out my error about Pittsburgh's Penn Station t e r m i n u s — this was a case of 
hasty observation. I do think, however, that he demonstrates a misunderstanding of the proper 
perspective of the serious amateur. Being a r a i l f a n does not di s q u a l i f y a person from expressing 
considered opinions on transportation needs. Ronald H. Deiter 

—CP Parkdale Yard O f f i c e , Toronto, was closed p r i o r to A p r i l 25; this, leaves Parkdale looking 
quite desolate. There always used to be a number of locomotives and'cabooses s i t t i n g around 
there. T r a f f i c patterns have changed with a l l the trackage revisions in that area. Some of the 
interesting t r a f f i c in the area has either disappeared or has been s i m p l i f i e d '(e.g. Cabin 'E' 
3-rea.). Sandusky 

—Apologies are extended to any reader who may l i v e in or near Sunderland, Cnt., a community 
located on CN's Cannington Spur. The note r e l a t i v e to use of the spur for r i p track storage 
(May issue, p. 18) erroneously c a l l e d the community "Sutherland". 

STOP THE PRESS NEWS: The TTC has voted to retain t r o l l e y coach operations. More de t a i l s next 
month. 
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