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ubandon aperations between Fortierville, nsile 0.23, and
St Gregoire, mile 27 48, in Quebec Province.
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THE Buard of Transport Commis-

sioners for Conada issued order 08,979,

March 4, authorizing Canadian National

" Rys. tv abanden opération of a portion

0of the Sorel Subdivision, viz. hetween
Fortierville and St Gregoire, Que, 2
distance of 27.95 miles. 'The order was
signed by the Assistant Chief Commis-
sioner, Hugh Wardrope, and the Judg-
ment upon which it was based was signed
by him and coneurred in by Dleputy Chief
Commissivner F. N, Garceau, K.C., and
“Commissioner F. M, MacPherson.  The
C.N.B. ‘had  applied for authority  to
abandon operation between _the  paints
named under sec, 1654 of the Railway
Act, sec. 2 (3) of the Canadian National-
Canadian. Pacific Aet, 1983, and other
appropriate statutory provisions, and the
* application was heard at Three Rivers,
Que., Jan. 24 last, in the presence of
counsel for the CN.R and®nterested
municipalities.  Also, written submis-
sions upon the matter were filed on
- behalf of the parishes of Ste. Saphie de
Levrard, Ste. Cecile de Levrard, Gentilly,
Le Precieux-Sang, Ste. Marie de Bland-
ford, Ste. Gertrude de Nicolet and Vil
lage, St. Pierre les Becguets and Village,
Becancour and Village.

Line Was Victim of Highway
Competition :

The portion of the Sorel Subdivision
specified was opened for operation in
1904, having been built under the Quebee,
Mantreal and Santharn By Colcharter
conferred under chap. 150 of. the Do-
minion 1905 Statutes: it became part of
the CN.R. system upon the LR

' acquiring the * Quebee, Montreal and

Southern Ry, in 1929, The territory
which was served is practically whaoily
farming and dairy country, with ne in-
dustries of any consequence outside of
a few cheese and butter factories.  This
territhry is well served by highways, on
which many buses and trucks operate,
and the C.N.R. representative stated that
even when the rtailway line was ‘oper-
ating, the produce moved by truek to
Quebec, Montreal and Three Rivers
Scheduled passenger serviee was discon-
tinued on the railway line in 1939, and
in May, 1934, an embargo was placed
against the acceptance of both lel nd
carload freight traffic. In 1935, only a
few speeial trains were operated over
the line, and final train operation took
place on Oct. 26, 1935, At one point in

his judgment Mr Wardrope saidi—

“Quite  obviously the reason for the
cessation of operation by the appiicant
along this pertion of the line: was the
fact that the trafiic offered was B0 neglig-

ible that operation was not warranted.”

o Hearing in Three Rivers

. UAt the procesdings before ‘the Board:

in Three Rivers, the CN.R. was repre-
sented by €. V. Darveau, K.C., and the
respondents < mentioned  ahove by F,
Lajoie, K.C., who had been appointed to
represent them on extremely short notice,
which led the Board to sllow him five
weeks from the date of the hearing in
which to file written submissions, The
only submissions filod were in the way
of resolutions frowm parishes and muni-
tipalities along the ri'way line. '
Judgment Approves Abandonment
The conciuding portion of the  inde-
ment stated:—"There is nothing on the
Board's files nor has any eviden.  been

offered to the Board to show that during

the last ten years any applications had
been made by any of the intsrested
parties to seek restoration of service of

trains for either passenger or freight.

It i5 only since the application  was
formally placed before the Board: that
resolutions referred to #thove by the
interested municipalities and parishes
have been placed on file, asking that train
service be restored. T would clearly
seem that, under all the circumstances,
little or no inconvenience would be suf-
fered by thuse who formerly made use
of the Tfacilities of this portinn of the
line. On the other hand, this portion of
the line is in poor condition and it i«
estimated, without going into alf the
details, that it would require & totul ex-

penditure of Some 295,006 to put the

line in good condition for service.
~Upon consideration of all that is in.
volved, I would grant the application.”

Pullman Plans Three-tier Sleeper

The Wall Street Journal reports thut

- the Pullman Co. is planning to experi-
ment with a new design of steeping car,

having for its object provision of low-

cost sléeping space, and introducing an

“innovation in sleeping car design  and

construction by having three tiers of

berths instead of the customary two. It

is said that these cars, to provide accom-

mudation to suit the pocket-books of day

_Guaeh passengers. will cperate a5 45
BSET. coaches in the day time, and as

sideping cars of the same capacity at
night.  Two of the €ars are said to he
under construction, and the belief is that

they can be operated profitably at coach

rates with an  additional ‘charge of
approximately $1 Per night. per be:
The expeetation is. the report sts

ascertain the travelling ublic’s attitude

the cars will be handeg over to a number
of railways as scon as completed, to




other day setvics previously in effect
Canadian Mational, Aston Subdivision
The CHRE 5;:131.'1&&1 for leave to
abandon the portion of ita Aston Sob-
division, between Vietoriuvilie and St
George, Que. 304 miles. The trumk
line was built by the Grand Trunk Ry.
Co,, Witk the assistance of the City of
Theee Rivers, under 8 contract dy.qxed
opeiaﬁ%fg’ e T “.g’aix;zt
Ang s oard’s Chief
: i Eﬂt’he applization. Igm Deputy
i mmissioner, F. N. Gawcean,
E.C, in giving judgroent said in parhie
*The memorands -hg‘ tha Eu.sm% ot
Nicolet, by the Three Hw and Vie
tariaville Chambers of Commerce, angd
#he resolutions passed every muni-
cipality concerned : clearly




seems

enpugh for them to show operating def-
sits when asking for leave W abandon
the I3 They Iforget that they are &
publif’ sarvice, snbsidized by the public
wgivethepmwwﬁminam:ﬂw
{acilitate an mterchsnge of commodities
and foster the prosperity of the country.
These subsidies were Dot paid to permis
the railway to grant dividends 1o ghare-
holders, but to operaie even at 3 lozs
when mneeessary., EBven if the raiiway
situation cannot be improved, if we take
into serount that 17 to 20 prmployees
would lose their salaries, amounting o
320,000 or $24,000, and who would becotmne
dependent on the public may be o that
extent, it becomes apparent that public
weal outweighs the loss to the raibway
company. The application asks the
Board to permit the violation of a con-
tract, but the Board has mo jarsdicton
to do so. Bwen i it had, such setion
woild Dot be ressonsbie or expedieni
Hare, as alzewhere, motor vehicle eom-
petition has been responsible for the
raiiway ;:lig:ht. 1 would dismiss the
application.’

Comumissioners G A Stene and T. %
Morris said:—"While Dot adoping
certain of the reasons for judgment of
the Deg}:ty Chief Commissipner upon
which his conelusion is based, in the
cireumstances of the case, We agree that
the spplication be refused '—Qrder
52,443 was issusd Nov. 6, 1935, refusing
the applieation

Canadian National, Frelighsburg Sub-
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Canadian Natipnal, Tberville Subdivision

The C.M.R. applied, Jon 18, 1935, o
the Board of Railway Commissioners fer
leave to abandon o tion of a portion
of is Iberville Subdivision, between
Noyan Jet, and Ibervills, Que., 21.8
miles. The application was heard at 3%
Johne, Que,, May 15, 1935, by the Deputy
Chisf Commissioner, . N. Garceau, and
Commissioners G A Stone and T.
Morris. The Deputy Chief Commis-
gioner gave judgment, MNov. 14, 1835,
recommending dismissal of the applica-
tion. Commissioner Stone gave & dis-
senting judgment, Now. zaﬂelssag TeCHm-
mending the granting of the ap lication
Commissioner Nerris conenrred in this,
and grder 52,498 was issued Mow. 25,
1935, ting the application,
:&gfw to be without prejudice to the

ts and remedies of the parties, if
any, in the couris
Cansdian Pacific, Stobie Branch
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tha application

Canadian Nati Frelighsburg Sub-
divigion
The C.N.R.’z application to the Board
of Raflway Commissipners Ior leave to
abandon operation of its Prelighshurg
3ubdiv§iun. between Tmh?m and
ighsburg, Wue, 184 miles, was
i‘ﬂ by rﬁ;a Deputy Chief Commis-
sioner, F. N, Garceau, ., and Commis-
gioners Stone and Norris, The Deputy
Chief Commissioner gave & lengthy judg-
ment, Sept 12, 1935, recommending the
application’s dismi Commissipner
Stone, while mot agresing with ecertain
abservations meade by the Deputy Chief
Commisaiones, held that, in the public
interests the abandonment of the line
shouid be postponed.  Commissioner
Norris co in this, and osder
52425 was passed Mov. 4, 1435, refusing
the applicabion
Canadian Mational, Therville Subdivision
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Frommsissiner MoLean a8 eaumss e
Liome concurred.
Hemmingford Subdivision Line

The Canadian National application 10
respect of this lime was for anthority v
ahandon that pertnn between 2. Remi
Que.. mile f4, and HemmingTond, Que.
mile .8, o distance of 149 miles.  The
fme wrs built in 18382, and in 1872 was
aolt tr-the firand Trunk Ry o, which
was  amalgamated with Canadian Na
promgl Rys im 1923 Among the figures
submitted by the Tailway were those
showing a deficit of $11,173 in TERS and
e 0f 853 qp 1934, Several witnesses
rmdicpted the necessity of s raifway, and
the raibway rompany sdmitted that there
e ot highway open Lie metor vehicles
during winter. The judgment pointed
amt that the cimimed defieit for 1934,
35,308, ineluded $LIMU Ter divistonal
supervision, said that it 5= te he presumed
that thiz expense wonld have been it
rureed pven if the lne were ahanidoned.
and indicnted that it could be rope laded
that the real defieit was 34,208 Tt was
pointed sut that, in the event of ahandon-
ment. the Tailway employses would lose
wages totalling $16.600. anid  farmers
wopld lose $5,586, on milk, threygh the
winter sessen alone, ob scrount of having
tn asempt fower prices.  The figures suh-
mitted showed that traffic is on the in-
crasse, the 1934 earnings having b
sbout 36,000 higher than those of 1933
The judgment, written by Deguty Chiel
rommissioner Gareean, dismissed the ap-
plication, without prejudice %o enter
future application for authority to aban-
dnn should the public fail to utilize the
railway service sufficiently to justify
eperation of the line; Commissioners
Nprris and Stone concurred

Port Perry Subdivision
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granted. ]
Applications undzr Consideration and to

Heard,
Tkha B%a%d haaa:d at Stt. .'Ialu.::;,:si_,‘J Qﬂﬁ-
early in February, a joint a on
Can;dum Mational and Can]:ﬁ]:: szﬁi:,
for leave to abandon a section of the
Canadian National line between Iberville
and Farnham, Qu%ﬁami for approval of

mnniﬁ rights to the Canadian National
oVET lme 85 per

agreement m‘i Aﬁg

At the time wntmg, hearings as
follows are scheduled:—At Fernie, B.C.,
Feb, 20, re proposed discontinuance of
train service on Crows Nest Southern
By. (Great Northern) between Fernie
and Newgate, B.C.; at Princeton, B.C,
Feb, 22, and af Vancouver Feb. 24, re
Vancouwver, Vietoria and Eastern Ry, and
Navigationh Co. applicution to abandon
line between Princeton and international
boundary, §8.4 miles: at Edmonton,
Altn Feb. 28, re Canadian National ap-
plication for leave to abandon portien
nf Lac 5t Anne Sobdivision, between
Peuee River Jot and Bmon Jm:. 2.4
miles: at Brandon, March 4, dlication
of Brandon, Saskatchewan Eudson
Bay Ry. to abandon line betwsen Bran-
don a.mi international bound B85
miles; at Winnipeg, March 5, & mgp cstmn
of Brandon, Saskatchewan
Bay Ry. to abandon line between Mor~
den and international boundary, 14,68

miles.
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