TH&B

RED HILL CREEK
WRECK
JANUARY 209, 1918



ALBION BRIDGE JANUARY 29, 1918

On January 29th, 1918 a rear end collision occurred on the TH&B
Ry. about three miles east of Hamilton at the Albion Bridge across Red
Hill Creek. Extra west locomotive No. 53 left Stoney Creek shortly after
seven in the evening. No. 53 was a MLW 2-8-0 built in 1912. Engineer J.
T. Toomey and fireman W. Westfall were in the cab. The engine had
crossed the bridge when Toomey stopped on account of light engine No.
16, one of those Baldwin 4-4-0's acquired by the TH&B in 1917 from the
Buffalo and Susquehanna, having stopped about two locomotive lengths
inside of the automatic block signal 331. The signal showed danger for
No. 53. Rear brakeman Earl Stewart had left the caboose of No. 53; which
was now standing with the rear of its train, on the center of the bridge.
Stewart started slowly marching back on this January night with the
required red flag over the difficult bridge ties. Stewart had managed to walk
700 feet when to his surprise around the curve came another train, extra 70
west. Another MLW 2-8-0 consolidation; No. 70 built in 1910 as No. 50
was renumbered in 1918 as 70. The 70 went right past Stewart and
smashed into the caboose of 53. Conductor Charles Darche 54, was standing
on the rear platform of the caboose and could see the approaching No. 70.
He decided to leap from the van with the intension of landing in a snow-
bank at the foot of the forty foot ravine. Instead he struck an abutment of
the bridge and was killed. Fred McDonald, a TH&B plumber, was also in
the caboose so he also jumped, but was injured in the fall. No. 70 went
right through the caboose. The force of the impact caused the tender of No.
70 to derail and it fell off the bridge into the ravine below. Engineer E.
Dean, fireman Lorne Wheeler and brakeman E. Morden were on No. 70.
The crew of 70 jumped in time. No satisfactory explanation could be given
as to the cause of the accident under the modern Automatic Block System.
The railway tried to lay the blame at Brakeman Stewart, but a Canadian
Railway Board hearing exonerated him of blame. Engine 70 while damaged,
was repaired and was given the number 101 in 1919, in 1945 its boiler
was scrapped and its frame used on engine 107. Engine 53 was
renumbered 104 in 1919 and was scrapped in 1951.
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MOTEUL ;
FOUND IN RAVINE

Iest night ¥Fred MacDonald, =2
plumiber’s heiper, who was on MNo. 53
coming home, was missing for
& couple of hours after the accidant,
hut searching parties found him Jying
in the ravine under a pils of coals. He
was unconscious, and was Bt onee
taken to the city hosplial
' The last information with regard to
MacDonaid's condition recelved by the
company was to the effect that his
broken leg had been set, and stitches
put in his wounds, but that he was
5ti11 in & semi-conscious conditian.

CAUSE OF ACUIDENT.

“ith regard to the cause of the ac-
eident H. 7. Malcomaon said that this
had mnot been definitely determined.
Offieials of the company are still on
the Boene. ~

The engine has been taken off the
tracks and it waa expected the track
would he cleared by noon.

ha following men composed the
sraws of the trains coneerned in the
accldent, all belonging to Ham!lion:
No. 53, Englneer Toomey, Firsman
W. Westfall, Brakeamen W. Ballsy
and ¥. SBtewart, Conductor Charles
Darche, killed,

Nop. 10, Enginesr £ Dean, Fireman
1. Wheaeler, Conductor G. Hopkinsa,
Brakemen E. Morden and J. Good-
fellow.
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