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STONEY CREEK OCTOBER 4, 1938

Stoney Creek was a|quiet way station in 1938. It was the junction of the
Beach Subdivision and the mainline. Over on the Beach line the Queen Elizabeth
Highway was nearing completion, with its two infamous CNR highway spans in
the middle of The Stoney|Creek Traffic Circle. It is the beginning of the
massive Niagara fruit region. It was fall, the Canadian Thanksgiving was days
away. Harvest time. The fast CNR fruit trains were numerous. A fruit extra with
Engineer Robert Tait for Niagara slowed to the Stoney Creek station for a three
way meet and to put out a couple of cars. Conductor Collaton knew a freight
was following his markers| so he went back with lantern and fussee's as
perscibed by the rule book. Across the track was another freight in the siding
already waiting. Behind was Freight 468 Toronto to Fort Erie pulling seventy
cars. At the throttle of 6153 was engineer George Might, the Northern was fresh
from the shops, but with the application of tha air brake the train didn't slow
fast enough. It hit the van and threw six cars off the track. The weight of the
seventy cars behind forced it through the van. The caboose stove set the
kindling on fire. 6153 wasg trapped in the inferno. The crew of the freight in the
siding cut there train ran at speed to the winona crossover and returned to pull
6153 free of the fire. 6153 today resides in the Delson museum.




Though Who!e Trm
Went Off, But One
Fata.hty e

T. &oamsou Is Dma‘

ara Falls; @lhtrx Were
Slightly Hurt

i DEAD

Faugineer T. Rohinsom, 38, }lw-
Enra Fails, Ont

INGURED

Walter Latmer,

Fircman
Fally, =hock and brolses. -

When the Buftalo-Toronto ex-
press, Neo. 83, crashed into fomr
bags of cement ten feet east of
the Stoney (reck station at 10.14 :
this morning the engine, tendsr, ]
baggage car and thres passenger
cars. one of them a parler eaz.

left the tracks.

Buried becdaih tons of coal whan
the engine capsized and the tsndas
forwasd open =}
H T. Hobinason,.
\_ur:mx Friix, one of the C.NE., -
veteran smployees. sustained (njuries i
from which he falled to racover. He:
died at the Hamiltorn Ganeral hos-
plinl apon afisr admiltance.

TURNED QVER

Tha enging and leider (uroed
cornpistaly over, the heavy maonster
burying lts mett! nosa {ifteen I[ret (N
the muoddy bank, The tender wes:
cruabed in upon it. The bagzage
car, third in line. hazg at'x pariious’
ang.e over a low drop, whils the
Pullman and two day coaches scood
uprzilit, thorgh away from the rails G

Nonn of tha 43 pastsengers. mostly =1
fHemilten and Taronto peohia, was 3
warippaly |niursd  statemd. D, Peart
af Buriington, who examined eaeh |
ane., 04“ man. securing a drink of 3
wu.ur whsn the grash u-mo. waa :

Bt ar “and numm =

ruahed” 'rmtrﬂ‘ ts' the owerturnad
engine they found Flrsman Ho ﬂ%

tin. Nirgara Fally, lving prostrats
the grass,
SWHAT WAS 127"

“What was it77 wan zll hs could
say [or severn] momenis. Then as
he' recoversd hix sensex e looked
back at the twisted engine from
whish he had besn tossad ansd
struggled to his fesl. Poindng o @ 1
palr of legs prnzruddng from be- !

Dexid omomasy of qoal ha IRspedl

o RuloKI tha, enginesr.’’
CHARGE

Divisional Superintendent C. Faor-
restar, London, was on board, havitig
jusz compiated a tour of ths district
fimes. Hr took charge at once and’
everyons who coujd move an arm
arartad !n to roleass the stricksn:
enginesr,

Iy was bur the work. of minun-.
When 4ncoversd 1t was found dn.z
ans of ihs mata! engine plates m;—
-armsdn: agsinst tho unconsciousd
man’s head, and [t ls belleved thati
he sustalned a fractured akall,

YARROW ESCAPE

Tho rain deopmizhST A1 SiGhed
Craele, J. Rodserick., afitlog at hia
kays, 2w Ihe sntire accidant. Omnly
by A miraculous chancs was it tHRs.
'hoth his atation huildings and, fithy
fnat father down the lne, twn little
cottages were not demojlsbed. ‘Had''
tha engine jumped to-cha left rather
than the right this would no dhuM~
Zave happened.

The track leading to the sesns nt
the acaldent Is perfectly straight'foc
threa miles. An excellent view was.
affersd, bur the sun was outl, sndl’

Continued on page I3
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1t i axpected the enginesr-could notl

 the bags of cament lying ethwurt
the right-hand rail. = 3 i
Thare s Hit!s doubt they liad bean
dropped from & truck. pasaing the
sroasing at this. point. 8o colariesa
wers: they that even at>twenty (est
tesix: {oliowing the sccident showaed
they muat have been inviaibie 1o lhe
engineer, : 2
40 MILES AN HOUR
Teravelllng at 60 miles an hour, the
train raced lowird the stztlon. The
faw paople on the platform cavid

" Lema the . sngine mrike the crosaing

and apparsntly jump ip the air. It
raced onward., the” whedly Keeping!:
clgsa to tho side of tha track. Thelr
marks are vixble on the tes

Forty feel from the crussing asd|
the puist Wwihors i sogins terr nhed
irack s oa switch with 8 widi eu-_"
| tranes -x-n% Hud the engine wheal

baen but half an loch io the lefl

they would have caught this grogva
and the eagine would havs reatimad
fex journey. in safety. - . a4

Bui luck was not wih the en-

gineer and the st whesls siruch

+ha gap ac o deflectisn, breaking

the hard stesl. The engine plunged

onward and the tender leaped {roan
the trach. Seventy yurds farther §
toward [he wast was another swilc
leading to tracka wirniftg off o ihe.
north:: . At this.point.the ongine lefs;
the rohd¥d afd pliagtd ovér in &
half spin, the nose =triking down-:
War

‘P SEEMED TO SHIVER

Passengars told how. (he . whola
train geemed. to shiver, Then there
was o pauss. The engline and fen-
der had paried compony With the
rest of the train. i

Then the crash and. hi=7.of ‘escap-
Ing stemm,

WAS IN PULLMAN

. Forrester, the superintendaont,|
wan geatad ‘n the Pullman when e
ageldant occurred. He “had’ staad
en-ons of the-rear platforms [ro.é
the timae the train !eft Nlagara Palls
at 9.25 untll just a few minutes be-
fors the crash, He told The Herald

ba-about 60 -miles an hour.

RENDERED FIRST AlD i
Dr.” B. E. Thompson, said mni
superininndent. hud ramdered  Tirst
ald to the dying enginser In a most
affic’ent manner, and had gone wiin
flm to the Ganeral hosplial, whera
he died.
WORKED BERGICALLY

auperintendent, had worked haro-
leally’ to extriests his mate and was
degerving of no Hitle praise. This
was not his first ascdent

The dead man, deglared theauper-
[ntendent, was ons of tha old-timers.
Ha had foilowed ths road In- th=
old wood borning deys and always
been regarded as an effleient &~

ployee.
UNINJURED

The train wea In the official
chargs of Conducter H. Blackatone.
13, Sunsat avenus, city, who waa
uninjurad. .

The ‘passengers, Humbering over
forty, wers divided into Iwa loix,
thess  golng on to Terbnto and
those tor Hamilton. The ln::rr wers:
pieked up g a-special train sent
‘gut mm’zﬁ" eﬂ.'?lmt the {oTrmaer
™ Jta¥an o Burp on, whern
th ught an train for

Dr. Peart, of UBuplington, axam-
inad each of the 'ra. on the
way and reperted’io.Snperiniendent
{ Forreater  that none of them. had
| austalned: Injuries of an -mportans
nRLUT. 3 Rt o

D e T e
‘on board was taken by tae doctor
and conductor. Among thoss” on
the train was Mrs. Waterharn, Thors
oid, and -her lwo childres.  Mrs
wWaterburn ls a daughter tof loea:
1 Q.T.A.. Inspector Taber, = sk

' - HOLD INQUEST

An fnquast will ba heid, thouzh
| detallx of thik at press time are no
javetable, e O e

that the speed of the train wowidl|

Fireman Martin, declared ihal
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DAY'S TEMPERATURE

| pm~—38.2, Highest In 24 hours (taken st & 2. ) 488
Lowest ln 21 heurs—i2.4.

HAMILTON CANADA ’l'LIE..‘SDAl’_ OC'[‘OBEJR 4 1638

NUMBER 231

shaps Claim Two More Lives in Hamilton

RESULTS OF A “GENTLE PUSH"— The great C.NLR.
miles an hour as it glided into the rear of g frult train
But behind the huge engine weee 70
every obstacle. not without damag

locomative was moving only four
Stoney Creek eurly to-day.
¢ crunched its way through
8 seen in above photo.

cars and the locomotiv
e to itself. The crushed-in front i

Big Locomotive Smashes Freight Cars Into Mateh wood

ISLOWLY MOVING ENGINE NOSES
INTO REAR OF FRUIT TRAIN

j A ——
‘ ' Two Tragedles
 Increase Toll

. of Street Mishaps

i Arcktent total en the rlty's
i atresls alnce yealerday:
Thoad

I Accldenia

| TRAVELLERS AID
" HERE 1S DOING
VALUABLE WORK

Orgunization

|
Operates an One of Smallest
Budgets in Community
Fund

Thit month and every  manth
there are et lennt JO0 Uriveilers—
{ men, women and chiidren-arn-
fang an Hamilten withaul (riends
P Sometimes they are actustly lost
IH«m--u ey have lost their
I

mMelmes they sre with-
- sometmes they are ol
antd need cage
Thats why the Travelle
functionimg fram early 1
| late night every duy me N
that comie and go. Tha month ang
every month they will meet ag
least &0 trwins, meoming and de-
Parting
It wnt any insignefieany wark,
tha miceting all (rajps &
has betonwe one of the esse
mnunity viees. s an inter.
Bonal strvice (hat was begun
many years ago and o Hamabon 1
B onautitined by ane of the smal-
est hudgel willotments prosided for
by the ltamilon Community Fung
i Weleome Strangers
One full-ime worker, and one
worker assaung part tlm
out th “welcome strang wark
in Hamilton and meeting a1 least
B0 Lrnins «viry monih wouid aps
fear 1 e Ol i i without
FVIRE wid L the theee ar four, ar
haif dozen w 2 wha arrive
Legendl

Aul s

B i wnin.
AR Coming from the west, Thee Awg

Great Weight Demolishes
Obstacles—Fire Fol-
lows Collision

Railway Crews Clear
Track—Firemen Ex-
tinguish Blaze

Crew of a giant Canadian
National railways locomotive
egceped unscathed at 340
o'clock this moming when Lhe
westbound Toronto-Fort Erie
freight train 1L was hauling
crashed into the rear end of a
standing frult train an the
main line at Stoney Creek and
became the centre of the blaze
that quickly spread through
the tangle of splintered wood.

Trafflc Blocked

Flve cars of the frun train wers
wrecked, the caboose and twa cars
loaded with grapes being destroyed
by fice. Twa ather loaded refrigec.
Ao cars waere overiucned on e
wuth tracks  Teaflic over the sub-
AViaton was blocked fnr four ha
replacament af several (raeks neins
necessary afier the wreckage wa:
removed

Four meen who were ¢ & in Do
CAFI on the westbound Iredgng e
caped Injury amd remained ar g
Leefe 1 deicrine their experienes

afles Whey seatacy they wers in

denyger

A thizd freight train that wa:
Handing on the seulh track auwean
ing clearance (o onse g pUIsIng track
missed being invalved in the wrort
by Inches. llx crews smmediag
ped o Winana, swilehed ovor
the Borth track and revirnet ha
MR the heavy lacomative fram ip
angle of burning cars The soin
fron units al the feont ead of .
mogiul were white hot and score
uf ties were ignited as 1he il g
maveid clear of the fire

Othicials suributed 1he acedeq
ta the fact the weslbound freign:
speed did net slacken saon ELTHS
o avold a crash. It had siowe
however, to four miles an hogt
and_only (he ponderans winght o
s T0-car vtnin csused 0o1o lary
mto the sfamding rain.

Officials snid thar Gearge Might
chgineer, and W T Aason, .-
ductur, bath of Fort Evie, wers
“harge of the Ireightl train anid
IL T Cailnton, conductor i
ers T, cngineer molh o

¥t




THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 4 1938

NQUIRY HANDICAPPED

GIANT MOGUL MARRED--One of the largest locomotives in the Canadian Naticnal rail-
ways service, No. 6133, shown above, was making its third run after being overhauled
when the Stoney Creek wreck occurred. Officials planned to place it in fast passenger
service, but the effect of its exposure to fire after the crash meana another prolonged
visit to the shops. In the lower picture is shown some of the wreckage of the fruit train
cars, reduced to matchwood.




'SLOWLY MOVING

~INTO REAR OF FRUIT TRAIN.

=3

Twoe Tragedies
Increase Toll
of Street ;Hiﬁhaps

l .\ Accideni total on the city's
i streeta since yesterday:

Dead ....... oA *
Injured vl

i Accidents ..........-.. 1
Totals thus far: 1937 1938 )
Desad ........... i3 13 i

Injused ... ... . AS4 483
l- Accidents . ..... M0 837 1

I TRAVELLERS AID

| HERE IS DOING
VALUABLE WORK

Trains Met and Strangers
(ared For By Lecal
(rganization

Operates on One of Smallest
Budgets in Community
Fund

: This month and every month
Lhere are at least 100 (raveilers--
men, women and chudren—arrv-
ing 1 Hamilton without (mends.
Sometimes they are actunlly lost
Someumes ithey have lost  their
uekets: sometimes they are with-
cutl maney . sometimes they are i
anr need cars

That's why the Trovellers' Aid s
funclioning from early mormng o
iate npght every day mevting Lrams
that come and go. This month and
every monih they wil meet at
lrast BE¥) trauns, ncoming and de-
parung.

It e any msmgmfleant  work
this meeting ail ains bustness. it
has become one of the esxential
community services. U s an nter-
natisnal servicy that was begun
many years ago and in Hamilton it
1x maintamed by one of the smali-
est budget allotments proviuded for
by the Hamilton Commumity Fund,

Welcome Strangers

One fuii-time waorker, and one
worker assisting part Ume, carty
out this "welcome stranger” wark
in Hamilton and meeting at jeast
800 trawns every month woudd ap-
pear to be a jab w3 self without
giving wid to the thres or {pur, or
haif dpzen travellers wheo artive
toiendless each day.

To-dny it mught be a young wom-
an coming from the wesl. The Aid
has beon azked v mest her. al-
though Iriends who wers giving
her work here could not supply a
descriptisn. She was locuted and
taken {0 her new home

1t might be & girf of 17 who step-
ped of! the train alone. with very
little money and seeking employ-
ment. She came to Hamilton hee
cause she did Aot wish 1o reman

ENGINE NOSES

Great Weight Demolishes
Obstacles—Fire Fol-
lows Collision

NO.PERSONS INJURED

Railway Crews Clear
Track—Firemen Ex-
tinguish Blaze

Crew of a giant Canadian
National railways locomctive
escaped unscathed at 3.40
o’clock this morning when the
westbound Toronto-Fort Erie
freight train it was hauling
crashed into the rear end of a
standing fruit train on the
main line at Stoney Creek and
became the centre of the blaze
that quickly spread through

the tangle of splintered wood.

Tratlic Blocked

Flve carsy of the {ruit train were
wracked, the caboose and two cars
ipaded with grapes being destroved
hy fire. Two other loaded refriger-
ator cars werg overturned on the
sputh tracks. Traflle over the sub-
division was hiocked for four hours,
replavement of several tracks heing
necessary aiter the wreckage was
removerd.

Faur men who were riding in hox
rars on the westhound {reigit es-
caped Injury and remained at the
seene 1o descTibe their expemences
aftve they realized they were i po
danger

A third freight tramm tha! was
standing an the south irark, await.
ing clearance (p use a passing irack,
missed bring involved in the wreeck
by tnches, [ts crews immediataiy
wped to Winona, switched over 'a
the porth track and returned. hand-
ing the heavy lacomative froam the
tangle af wurning cara. The selid
iron units at the (ront end of the
mogul were white hot " and scored
of ties were nited as the giant was
maoved clear of the fire.

Ctficials attribuiesd the accident
to the fact the wesibound freight’s
speed did net slacken soon enouzh
to avoiwl a crash. 11 had slowed,
however, to. four miler an hour,
and oniy the ponderous weight af
its T0-car train cnused it to forge
into the standing train.

Officials said that George Mizht,
engmeey, and W. T. Mason, con-
ductor, bath of Fart Ere, ware in
charge af the {reight train and that
H. T. Callaton, eanductor, and Rob-
ert Tatt, enginesr, both of Mmoo,
were ln charge of the standing [mut
train.

Took ANl Precautions

“The westbound fruil exira had
stopped at Stoney Ulrek yand o
pick up some cars and the conduc-
tor and froni-end brakeman went
ahead 1o direct the switching”

James Pringle. of Toronte, genernl

sunerintendent. ioid the Speciater
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RESULTS OF A "GENTLE PUSH"—The great C.N.R. locomotive was moving oaly four
miles an hour as it glided into the rear of a fruit train near Stoney Creek early to-day.
But behind the huge engine were 70 cars and the locomotive crunched its way. through
every obstacle, not without damage to itself. The crushed-in front is seen in above photo.




am wmrwaes  me= e eames s meoemaes

standing on the sauth track, swan.
ng clearance (o use a passing trark,
missed being involved in the wreek
ay inches. [tz crews immuediately
iped to Winona, switched over 79
the narth trark and returned. haul-
(ng the heavy lornmative from the
tangle aof hurning <ars. The sciid
iron unils af the front end of the
mogu! were white hot and scores
of ties waere ignited as the Ziant was
moved clear of the fire

Officialz atiributed the poeident
s the fact the westbound fresghi’s
speed did not slacken soon enouzh
lc avout a erash. It had slowed,
nawever., to four miles an hout,
and only the ponderous weighl of
its To-car train cnused i lo forge
into the standing traifi

Offimals said that George Mizht,
enginesr, and W T. Mason, cni-
durtor, both of Fort Erje, weres :n
charge of the f{reight tram and that
H. T Callaton. conductar, and Rob-
ert Tait, engineer. doth of Mimire,
were in charge of the standing {rurd
Lraimn,

Tock All Precagtions

"The wesibound fruit extra had
stopped at Stoney (revk yatid 1o
pick up soMe CArs and the coaduc-
tor and (ront-end brakeman went
ahrad o direct the swuching”
James Pringle. of Tareate, zeneral
superintendent, toid the Speriatar
“The rear-end brakeman wenl (o
the rear the reguired distance le
flag other 1raing,

“Freight No.o 463, bound frem
Fort Ere to Taronto, hauled oy
engine 133, which jusl came oul
of the shops a few days agn. ap-
proached f{rom the rast Ome of
our hgzest locomodves, i was
nauiing 70 ~ars. The sagineer e
the prakeman s signal amd spphed
th= nrakss, oul the troon was still
moving st four mles an hour
when 1t struck the raboose. The
raboose [(olded and the e~ais {rom
ity pve apparentiv started the
{fire  Fartunatety none of the eroaw
af erther fram was apred  The
sasthound tram was net onuolyed o

Mr Pringle sail that four ear-
loads nof grapes and the cabhose
would ne a total losa

There wis a heavy (oo duiag
thee ntght and cadls wers somesw el
ereasy  Clouds of (o orcasonaily
{loated by as wrerxang operalions
Atre pEgUn

Mr Proingie hurnied to the scena
by automambe anmd  jomaed £ OW,

. Cameron, assistant superintendont,
i directing the WwreckIDE Cregs,

Jten terminal and  every  @ethion
between Burlinglen and Jordan fa
Iosperd tralfic clearanoe
} The four guest rwlems Joseph
o Rivas, 32 .and, Loy Arsenpa, 73,
YAt VWeltnredT Arthur Chok, 17 and
Jahn Siemanchug, 37, bath of Pact
Colborne. toid the Spectator they
didn't know what was gong '
} happen when the fire hinkr oul
L. ADH ihal thed . squght refuge o
a nearhy vimk*_v‘arri.
‘ Tram employses assured them
y that there was no danger. A3 tha
\Continusd on page 23, rolumn &

by ere doawr SoTR thetliiame’




