DOUKHOBOR EXPLOSION
ON CANADIAN PACIFIC

TRAIN AT FARRON,
BRITISH COLUMBIA ON
OCTOBER 29'H, 1924



'/PROBE BEGUN
INTO TRAGEDY'
ON C.P.TRAIN

John McKie, M.L.A., One of Victims of;
Kootenay Explosion; Clues to
Perpetrators Sought

h EILLED
? Jobn A. MoKie, M.L.A., Grand Forks.
] Peter Veregin, Doukhobor leader.

Four unidentified.

PROBABLY FATALLY INJURED
Harry Bishop, Nelson.

INJURED
H. K. Fawoett, news agent, 4416 Cambridgoe Street,
Vanoouver; shock, °
| Pat. O'Shaughnessy, Montreal; shook.
Mr. and Mrs, T. I., Rusao, Trail; alightly injured. -
¥, H. Gaskill, Spokane; chest injured.
a5 Nick Reibon, Grand Forks; injuries to head and

est. L

George Zebroff, Grand Forks; injurles to head
and ohest. .
Unidentified Hindu, injury to lungsa .
N. Wing, Vancouver; bruised. a
Joe Ching, Fernle; minor injuries. .

Lour this morning, which killed six passengers, inelu J. A.)
McKie, M.LLA., Grand Forks, and Peter Veregin, - obor! -
} leader, probably fatally injured a soventh and injured at-lemst; -
ten otliors, was a successful plot against the life of the Douks:
hobor leader, is the belicf of railway officials and one that!
ls ongaging the force of investigaors that has been rushed to’
the scerw of tho tragedy. . )
First reports etatod that the exploslon wes osused by thed
bursting of the gas tanks beneath the day coech, but the find=
ing of both tanks intact has dispolled that theory. Ty
Canadian Pacifie Railway officinls here were emphatis:
-|today In pointing out that the explosion was caused by spme:.
buman agency. Whethor they were certaln that the explosion |
was intontional or not, they would not state, beyond admitting
that overy phase of the tragedy was being thoroughly -ine/
vestigated. EIR
Dispatohes from Nelson also siate {hat pollos efflcials there ard

convinoed that some explosive was placed In the day coach, and ars
tn Igating rumors that it was B plot to deatroy the Doukhobor

{he exminalve was highly pewerful was evidenced by the
rson in the conch, which burmed om wasTeither
The fnct that the comcussion was territic ja also

Nelson und
aa yot oaldentitied, They have very few marks om them, 1t is mtated..
C. M. Murphy, general manager of C. P. R. western lines, and.Q. ‘A
Cottrell, ansintant woneral superintendent of lines in Brit)sh Columbl
arrived on the scene today and are making a complste Investigation J
all the olroumstances surroynding the explonion, With them alao 1§
0. Miller, distriot superintondent of the C. P. IL, and provincial poljce,
headed by Inspector Dunwcody. AR

SPTOIAL TRAIN DNGAGPD
A speclal train has been hired by the Doukhobor colony st
to convey ths body of its leader to that point. -
W JohnA,. MoKie, M. L. A, was on his way to the coast to attend ¢
oponing of the leglsiature on Monday next. He was to have been mel ;
by Mras. McKle at Grand Forks, both intending to _cantinbe on -to Van=
oauver, where thoy planned to vislt Mr. and Mrs W. B. Dranoy, Second
Avonue West.
Latest advices from Grand Forks state that Harry Blehop, previonaly i
reported am is stlll Jiving, but not expected to recover,
tut WOmRN,.
7.

o
Nalson hospital- 4 Ir, howeverp-ascor obor
who ls supposed to have boen travelling with Poter Veregin, died of
Injurien, which mokes the sixth death. T
TWQ KILLED OUTRIGHT ‘ Y :
o of the victims were killed outright by the exploaion, m‘
dlod on the way to Castlegar and another on the tinal stage to Nalaan.\t
The train left Nelson at 9 o‘clock last night bound for Vanmoouver i
and was due horo et 10:30 tonight. Fortunately it wns proceeding at a
slow rate whon the explosion occurrod. Had It been travelllng at a°
high rule of speed derallment of tho othor cars following would have
boen Incvitable. Am It was, the rest of the traln was not !
and the forward portion wans also able to proveed on to Grank Forks/
with the cosat-bound possengers and with five -of the injured. 1
SUMMIT OF MOUNTAINS =
Farron, where the explosion oc- 1"“ yorrs, & man nlz attractive and’
v .| Impr ve reonality, hls le re
;urnd, ,all cnmlho hahloln-\!:.ldw:) ship of. the Doukhobors wa =
ne, and iz tho summit of the| g, 55150ned. He waa a big man,
|mountains betwoen Nelson and|physienlly and mentslly. -Akt =il —_
Grund Forks. * times he was working In the inter-
The gus tank that explodad was|osts of his peopla, seeking by svery
a large cylinder used under day means to advance, thelr cause,
.| coachrs  containing llluminating ———
.| gas fur the lampas. It ls aald to be WINNIPEG, Oct. 23.—According
.|one of tho tirat accidents of I3, 5 statement Issued today by D. C ot
kind ever recorded. 1 1 1a ¢
N A Scordiag to detalls reaching the | Coleman vice president of westera
ofty tho expiosion wrecked the oen- ilnes, Canadian Paciflo railway, the
lu’re' clhl{w |l|'ayhcom:hr and blew off |explosion early this morning o8
o wholo of tke roof. . " < vani
larry Dshap,.who 1a dying In the train No. 11, tho Nelson-Vancouver
Nolson hoapilal, ia a traveller for |°XPress, which resulted In the death
Ewifts, and woll known In ath-|of flve pussengers and Injury to
tetlo olrcies In Nelson aud the in- [many others, was cuused Ly soms
tertor, belng regarded especially as |buman AEenCy.
a first-class hockey player. The bellef is entertained .by com=
" pany offlcinls that a*Dlot was de-
DEFEATED HENNINGET Wigned wgninst the life of Feter
John Mclile was a ploneer real-|verexin. leader of the Doukhobor

s \
That the explosion on a day cosch on the Katils allog.; - \ Q r & 9
train at Farron, 38 miles enst of Grand Forks, at am: early;
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The gns LRDK that exploded was
a Iorge cylindor used under day
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gas fur (ha lamps. It |s sald to be
one of tho tirst gccidenta of 118
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Accordlng to details reaching the
oity the pxploslon wrocked tho oeu-
tr¢ of tho day coach and blow off
the whoio of the roof. "
- Harry Bshqp, - who la dy:ng in the
Nelson hospital, 18 & traveller for
Hwifts, and woll known In ath-~
lello olrcies lu Neleon and the in-
terior, bsing regoarded sapecinlly ad
a [irat-olass hockoy player.

DEVBATHED HIINNINGER

Jobn McKie was & ploneer reai-
dent of Urand Yrorks and for many
mannger of the Bound-
ary Iron Works in that oity. In the
elootion of June last, as Conuorvar
1lve condldats, he dofented tho Blt-
ting Liberal member, 8. C. Hen-
ninger and C. A B Atwoond,” Provin-
cial. Mr. MoHKle was also candidate
defented by & narrow
on the &b-
sentes vote. Ie was 06 yoars of
age and for yeurs had been promi-
nent In Grand Forks olvia and’ board
of trade oircles.

Peter Yeregin has been an out-
atanding flgure among the Douk-
hcbors of western Canada for sov-

]
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eral yoars, & man of attractive and’
|mpreasive personality, his lesder<
ship ol the Doukhobors was never
quostioned. He wa# a big man,
physleally and mentslly. At sll
times he was warking in the Inter-
osts of his people, sesking by evory
means to sdvauce. their couse.

-
WINNIPEG, Oot gﬂp—Accordmc
to a statement issued todny by D. C.
Coleman, vice president of wastern
lines, Canadian Pacifio rallway, the
explosion early this morning ov
traln No. 11, the Nelson-Vangouver
express, which resulted In the dsath
ot flve papsengers and injury to
many others, was cuused by some
human agoncy. .

The bollef I8 entertained .by come
pany offlicinla that a *plot was de-
signed agninat the life of PzteT
Verogin, lendor .of the Doukhobor
colony in prll;uh Columbla. The
off1dlul statemiont rofigne vioe prosl-
dent, howover, soncludes that ao-
aording to tnformaotion avaliable,
«the explosion was caused by some
human ag¥ncy withln the car, elther
Intenttonal OT accigental.”

NELBON, Oct. 20.~—~Both gas tanke
on the Xcttle valley railway col,
where 8ix were killod and 14 Injured
early this morning, near Farron, B.C,
are intuobt Kxamlination this mora-
ing BhOwWsS that the exploaion oo’
curred inside the car and could mot
have resulted from & gad tank, tc
which officials first attributed the
disaster.

—
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Exp%@swn on Chnadmn Pacific Train
AT explosion on C.P.R. frain 11 on
the Nelgon-Grand Fa}ms B.C., lins, naar
Farron station, Oct, 28, resulted in the
death of Peter Ver*&giﬁ, the Doukhobor
leader, and five olher passengers and
injuries to 14 more. An official invesii-
gation showed that the explosion was not
in any wzy caused by the gas tank un-
der the car, but by somsthing which had
bem taken into the car, as the remains

an alarm clock, with attashments and
{}ther materials of whiech bombs are
usually composed, were discovered in the
aebrz.& Two inquests were held, one on
the four men who were killed outT ight,
and the second on the two who died on
the way to Nelson haszaiu&i and verdiets
ware given stating that “a powerful ex-
plogive was placed within the car by
soma person orf Dersons unknown, either
with intent or t,,mug,n igﬁeramﬁf’ wune
arrest was made, but the man was dis-
charged as mthmg definite could be
brought against him.
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