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The Windscr, Essex aznd Lzkes Shore Zapid Rail e interurban line which
connected Windsor aznd Leamington, Ontaric, 2 this month, on September
15, 1832, The railway was noteworthy im two i3 use, over 2 peried in excess
of 20 years, of single phase 5600 volt AC ira uced by its own steam-driven
generating station; the second was the extens

oI the reilway as undertzken in
ery quickly followed, viritually
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1928-30, including counversion to 800 vecli DC power, which
without parallel im such circumstances, by total abandonment.

The Windsor, Essex and Lake Shore Rapid Railway was incorporazisd zs early as 1879 by Provincial
Statute, to extend from Essex Centre to Windsor and to Kingsvills. There is ro racord of what
form of motive power was imtended, although it would seem probabls that the line would have
been steam operated. Nothing further hap

pened until 19C1, when thes lapsed charter was re-enacted,
with power to extend alsc fto Wheatley, the underizking now being promoted by W. Newman and A.J.
Neiles, of whom the former was City Engineer of Windsor. Afisr soms years oi difficulty inm
obtaining capital, U.S. finazncing was secured and the Ksysions Comstruction Co. of Philadelphia
began bullding the line. In 1904 powsr was obtained to sxtend from Wheailey to Cadar Springs and
Chatham, and, in 1905, tc extend to Tilbury. Keysicne ultimately ranm into financisal difficulties,
and the Ontaric firm of J. Piggoii and Scms itock over to complete the railway.

The principal difficulty encountered in the actual construction of the line was the orolonged
reiusal of the Michigan Cemiral Railroad to permit a2 lsvel crossing of its line at Essex, an
impasse which was finally broken when the Board of Railway Commissioners authorized tha crossing
» and decreed that the cost of siationing a watchman at the crossing be equally divided between
ithe two razilways. An unusual condition in the franchise graniad by the City of Windsor was that
permitting the use of T rzil provided thati the WE&LS would subsititute girdsr raii therefor after
three years if the City should chooss io so direct.
An order for five 55-foot passenger cars was placed with Ottawa Car Co. in the spring of 1506,
and their delivery in 1807 permitted the commencement of operaiion to Essex in September of that
year, although the exact date has not begen determined. Four former New York elevated cars were
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ator. The normzl load approximated 600 KW., although momentiary loads of up to 900
EW. could be accommodated. A& combined carhouse and freight shed was establishad on Arthur St.
in Windsor, having 60-foot x 120-fooi dimensions and brick consiruction. A combined brick
station and corrugated iron Ireight shed was erecied at Essex, 2 facility that was more
suspicious than those accommodating passengers at the larger communities on the line.

Rail on the WE&LS was of 60 1b. and 80 1b. ASCE section, im 33-ioot lengths, laid on cedar
and jackpine ties. Wooden cverhead poles of 30 to 35-foot length supported the 10-point
catenary overhead, with a 7/16 steel messenger wire supporting a2 3/0 grooved copper trolley
wire. Voltage was sispped down from 6600 volts to 1100 wolts within the City of Windsor.

volt AC gener
2

More former New York elevated cars were purchased in 1912 for use as trailers, and a further
order for motor cars was placed, this time with the little-=known Tillsonburg Car Co., which
delivered them in 1913, Three cars (one a combine) were purchased second hand in 1920 from the
Richmond-Ashland Railway in Virginia. Three cars had been extensively damaged in 2z fire at
Hingsville Carhouse in the spring of 1917, which alsc damaged locomotive 50. Canadian Railway
and Marine World reported that the intention was to have the cars rebuilt by Preston Car and
Coach Co., but the Virginisz purchase may have been tc replace the damaged cars. The fire was
said to have originated in 2 dry kiln used for drying armature, transformer and other coils.
Freight and express traific was developed con the WE&S, although it aliways represented a minor
cortion of coperstiang revenues, about 25% thersof. Steam road connsctions existed with the CPR,
MC (Canada Southern), Essex Terminal and Pere Marguette. Passenger traffic grew dramatically
in the early years, from some 100,000 in 13908 fo 900,000 in 1821, the peak year, much of this
growth being attributable to the fact that the steam roads did not offer good service to
southern Essex County. There was considerasble excursion business to Mattienas Park in Kingsville.

The inevitable reversal in the fortunss of the WE&LS occurred after 1923, Highway competition,
combined with advancing depresciation as the result of the pounding given the permznent way by

the heavy AC equipmeni, began tc put the operation in serious fimancial siraits. Matters were

not helped by & head-on collision, in deanss fog, on MNovember 15, 1823, near Devonshire Race

Track on Howard Avenus, three miles south of the Windser eity limits, in which motorman Orley

Wigle lost nis 1ife and 13 passengers weres injursd. The cars (idsnties unknown) wers reported
have telescoped to the extent of about 20 feet of their respective lengths. The motorman of

northbound car was ultimately charged with manslaughier.
#n mid-1924 some 3000 feet of irack were moved from the side to the centre of the road through
Tottam Village; road pavement was gplaced omn each side of the track, alithough the laztter was left
is subsidiary "Highway Motor Coach

‘unpaved. On April 8, 1825 the railway commenced operation of is
Line" with two 18-passenger Goifredson sedan type buses, Nos. 1 an
to two other bus operators who had commenced service paralieling ©

d 2.7This was in direct response
he WELS 'line during the
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summer of 1924. Six bus trips were .operazted beiween Windsor and Leamingtcon having 2 ofte hour
45 minutes running time, tickets being interchangeable with the rail service. Six car rumns were
withdrawn at this time, lesving the rail cperation rather skeletzl. Two further Gotfredscn
buses, of capacity, Nos. 3 and 4, were received in the spring of 1526 and a garage was
consiructe nt to the railway's facilities =zt Kingsville. On September 1, 1926 the
operztions company reached their greateST geographical extent zs bus service was
commenced, r vehicles, between Lezmington and Chatham. Thﬁs was
however sho 11 cn March 1, 1827 as rofiteble, tel cessziion of
bus operation guickly 1017owea on April 17, 1827, the Ontario Department of nghwayq having
agreed not o pe ermit competing bus service by other operators, and full reilway service was
resumed. Oper at this time included seven daily Windsor-Lezmington rumns znd one from
Wlndsov to Kin i There were zlso two limited runs, deily except Sunday, to Leazmington.
2

run, daily except Sunday, from Windsor tc Le
and Kingsville.

There was one
run between Wi
Notwithstanding the elimination of bus competition, the owners of the
and Light (which also controlled the Windsor Gas Company), threztened
deficits began. The stage was being set for the later purchase of the
municipal es through which it passed aznd its operation by the Hydro
of Ontario.

The Pericd of

Hydro Operztion

At 2 meeting convened in Kingsville on r i, 3
including representatives of the Windse Es

Commission and municipalities zlong the i President G.D.

of the company wzs to discontinue operztions unless financizl

2n application for permission to abandon would be made within 80 days
would mzke =z survey oI the i 2t

mington, and a second such

WE&LS, Dominion Traction
zbandonment in 1527, as
ailway by the

™
-Eleciric Power Commission

i, 1827 zttended by no less than 200 persons,
and Lake Shore, the Hydro~Electiric Power

i it said that the - intention
could be secured, and that

. 1t was zgreed that Hydro

no obligation, to determine its value as a going concern

in order that the municipali consider a purchase. The survey was carried out over the
ensuing months and was presented a2t a further mesting on June 10, 1827, at Essex, for transmittal
to the respeciive municipal councils. foicials W.R. Robertscn and T.U. Fairlie of the HEPC
Railways Division (more familiarly known zs Hydro Electric Railways) pointed out that their Essex
Division (the loczl lines in Windsor) had car mile operating costs only half of those incurred
on the WE&LS and that they were copfident that they could make the latter at least a break-even
cperation with conversiom to 5600 volis DC operation. They presented their valuation of the
rzilwey at $296,000, 2z figure which was zgreed to by the Dominion Tracticn and Light management.
The estimate a ccst cf rehabilitation cams to 2 much lzrger amount, i.e., $696,496, including the
purchese of Zive new cars, iwo locomotives, thres zut tic substations, Iour new s
teiepnone system, 2 block signel system, and exter rack and cverhead rehabilit
bundred volts DC operation would permit physica Division (Sa
znd Amherstburg Ry.), =ffecting certzin sconomies se and rehabilit
cf zbout $1 million would produce carrying t was further p
that the Essex Divisicn loeczl bus service on Hs L d and thet a2 local car
service be operated on the WE&LS. The municipal to parti in the purchase were 12 in
number, as follows: Windscr, Sandwich West, Sandwich East, Sza ich South, Mzidstone, Essex,
Colchester North, Gosfield North, Gosfield South, Kingsville, Mersez, Lesamington. Hydro agreed
to submit model by-laws for the local councils to submit to ratepseyers for purposes of votin
on the guestion of purchase of the railway. Debentures for the purchase of the line would be
deposited by the municipelities with the HEPC which would in turn i=sue bords to securs
. finanecing for the rchabilitetion. .
¥hile o
o2 E trac g te t
sh power hous ), while in the scme tcwu 2 CGO—LOOL s EQ wes constructed to the Canadian
C3 ve Tobacco Growers Ltd., plant.
Jenug 1928 was voting dzy in most of the affected mun ities on the guestion of
pure! the railwzy, ; < 1t wasg 2 rescunding "'y most cases. However, ithe process
£ vaed to be s cne, & bill was ianirc in the QOmrtazrio Legi s1 ture to
velids T urchzse an 12 agreement with Hydro respectiicg its azcting zs opsrater;
the Bbi B with 31 = oceurring op Merch 3Q, 1928, The biil creaztsd tke
Windsor, E and Leke 3 e B z2ilway Associzticn, congisting of cne member from each
perticipatis unicipalil app t r z thres-yezr term. Thz fsscciziion was empowersd to
errapgs with azy body cor zte vi silway service with e Counity of Essex to operzte the
&8 vdrg wag not Spec czily me med in tke b a3 grement ordered, 2= a conrditicon
t : ¢ egrecmert, that the municipeliiies debentures te the extent of 10% more
=d been bargeiring fow, te the tot nt of $1,100,000. The purpese of this
E Evdro bonds more ot e to e the. additiconel zecurity provided.
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passenger main compartmsnt with plush upholstered bucket type transverse seats (two pairs
longitudinal) with tables plezced betwsern the end seats (zbutting the compartment partition) and
those next to them, and a 1C-passenger smoking compartment containing two S-passenger leszther
upholstered setiess. The car interiers were 1it by seven centre line dome fixtures, five im the
main compartment and two in the smoker. The traziler had & centrzl main compartment with 22 plush
upholsiered seats. There was a 15-foot sclzrium at sach end of the car, with that at ope end
beipng provided with S-peseengsr plush sstises on each side of the car, The sclariuwm st the other
end was furnished with four large piush upholstersd chsirs on sach side and a 4-place settes
upholstered in Eard buffed Sperish leather fified imtc the curvaturs of the cer end. Interier
finish of the sguipmsnt was of birch mehogzny. end the exteriors were finished with 2z blue znd
vellow livery with "The Sunshine County Route” emblazoned zcross the zides in a distinctive
lettering style. Wide vision single pene bress sash windows, 30"x%4Z", mede each of the umits in
efrfect an observation car. 4 mesh window guard wes attached to the bottom of the saesh, the-
guard being concealed in a window pocket when the window wze closed; this arrangemsnt aveided
fixed extericr window guards. The cars were heated eleciricelly by undersezti uniis. Perheps the
most exotic touch of all consisted of the metzl ber sssemblies, with circulsr d:umhﬂ&d sign,
2¥fixed to the dashes of car 502, Like thosse placed on busss of thzt sra, these a2ttzchments
provided a rough simulation of the raziling oan 2 railrcsd observaticon car, and in the case of
502 emphasized the deluxe accommodation provided inm that car. The at;acbmeﬂts are visible in

the photo oi car 502 reproduced on Page Twe of this issue, in company with three other WEELS

500's.

Niagara, 8t. Cathsrines and Tocromtc Ry. sSteeple ceb locomotive 12 was gcguired for the WEELS

and wes refurbished ss the latier's No. S. Locomotive 50 was totally recomstructed azs en
elongated stseple cab unit, numbered 10. Hydro continued to meke other physiczl improvements

to the propertiy im 1930. Four thousand fest of track were reconstrucied through the town of
Essex, in connection with 2 sirset widening scheme, with 100 Ib. ARL #& rail on the existlng

ozk ties and comcrete foundetion, with & new paving base and brick pavement. 4 passing siding
was installed cn Howard Ave. nezr Tecumseh Rosd to permit locel service, using 87 1b. rzil =ad
brick paving; this siding had eguilateral turncuts at each end to permit the passsge of stendard
railroad equipment. When the City of Windsor widened Arthur Stirest in 1930, 700 feet of treck

end reﬁu11‘ with 80 I1b. thermit welded rsil on cedar

kad to be reloceted tc the new cemtre lin
Lesmington frcight sbed znd the

ties 2nd brick paving. & mew =pu

previcusly mentiened spur was izid G6-foot right-of-way using 80 1lb. ASCE
rail on cedar ties and stone bellasti. shed accommodation was constructed at
Kingsville and Lesmington, with rrang@meq.s hezving been mede with the local fruit growers’
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During = majc— = = tha d znd of the
line end AC [+) , With a CoI € the Iwo
segments, requiring through pessengers fo trans INLE ! for 1931,
which menticons this operstion, does nct explisin link was necessary, but
it seems fairly obvicus: that sections of the lime had the overhesd de-energized zs the work of
conversicn to DC progressed. The Report mentions thzi excursicon husiness to Leke E
virtually pcon-existent imn 1230 because of this opsrating comstraiat. Carload frei ghu tra
nosedived in 1230 slso, with only cne car bheving been rﬂgvma»eﬂ firom the capning
Kingsville znd Essex during the lzst six month ¥ thaet pericd the Beinz plant
2t Leemington chipped nothing, owing to dapres o ione, On the "up® zide,
errangements were completed with CN Express tc nle i : to the WEELS, providing
some $6000 to $8000 more revenus per annum. Kingsvilie Shop was cleesd after the two locomotives
The WE&LS sssumed the Howerd Ave. locel service op December 15, 1230, om &

had been completed.
15 minute headway zn
r

HEydro expecied that it would sarn "z good profit™. As the plazpned three-
ired by the WEZLS, 1t is esssumsd thet borrowed SW&A eguipment was used.
c& to express the hope thei{ summer cperating profits

I it oper ghi thinlk tThst the WE&LS situaztion
wes such that periods of advers ms . There were nc lsss that 12
mrnicipel ownsers to “mhare the aersitor th prover experiise in
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city cars. & little farther on, two race itracks faced each other across Howard Ave., Devonshire
on the east side and Kenilworth on the west. Beyond this the surroundings became completely
rursl, flat-as-z-billiard-table prairie country.

Some few miles farther on, Highway 3 was reached, the interurban curving left to follow the )
north side of this to Maidstone, where it crobsed to the south side and continued to Essex,

pzssing through the town in the middle of the main street, with a short passing siding a2t the .

m Essex to Cottam and 2 little beyond the line occupied the south side of

centre of town. Fro

Highwzy 2, than curved to the right on z short stretch of private right-of-way to run south
2long the side of a County road leading %o Kingsville. Passing Jack Miner's celebrated
bird S&DCtLarY on the right, the streets of Kingsville were soon gained; the line )
turned east at the four corners in the centre of town. What is now Highway 18 was followed east
for approximately half the distance to Leamington, whereupon the line turned abrupily north

along what is now Highway 107 to reach the village of Ruthven, and then turned east again on

privete right-of-way which brought it to the cutskirts of Leamington. Here it turned north . |
ggain in the main street, which it followed to its intersection with Highway 3, this being the

heart of dewntown Leamington., The WEELS thus ended as it began in downtown Windscr as =

lonesome single track petering out in the middlie of the sireet.

The Windsor, Essex znd Lake Shore Rzilway comprised = single-track main line 35.12 miles long,
plus 2 small amount of yard and siding trackage (thers were other passing sidings besides the |
two mentioned zbeove, but this observer has lost track of their exact locations--it was all a

long time =2go!), mostly om roadside reservation, with g few stretches of private right-of-way, ;
and street runniag in W?ndsor (slightly over two miles), Essex (three guarters of a mile), :
Kingsville (one mile) znd Leamington (three guarters of a mile). Mzin line overhead was of

simple cztenzary type, supporbed from wooden poles by bracket arms cn the roadside and private

right-of-way sections, znd by span wires in the stresets. Catenary was rare on roadside trolley

lines, and egually so over street trackage, thus giving 2 somewhat sexotic air to what weas
otherwise 2 stirictly "grass roots'" operation. Industrial spurs had plain direct suspension
trolley wire, and z11 cverhead sported the special trolley ears and long pulloffs required for
pantograph operation, a holdover from high-voltage days, as 211 operation gfter the 1830 ;
voltage change was by conventicnal trolley Do1es. The three substations bui during the 1828-
1230 rehsbilitation program, ot Maidstone, Cottam and Ruthven, were yellow brick buildings
housing the rotaries, adjo_“ed by the usuzl transformers SdrTOLDde by chain l1ink fences.
Stations wers of the storefront type, apperently the norm in Essex County, as the SW&A
provided its patroms with the sams kind of zccommodation in Windsor and Amherstburg.

POST-ABANDONMENT OPERATION OF A PORTION oF TEE WINDSOR, ESSEX AND LAKE SHORE RATLWAY BY THE
SANDWICH, WINDSOR AND AMARRSTBURG ELECTRIC RATLWAY By John A. bMaclean

After WE&LS opsration was discontinued on 15 September 1232, pessenger and freight service was |
provided on a smali portion of the lipe by the Sandwich, Wﬂquor and Amherstburg Electric ' ¢
Railway, using its own equipment. The portion of WE&LS t*ack involved in this operation |
extended szbout three miles from the comnection between the two systems st Erie 3t and /
Howard Ave. to the iwin race trzcks, Devonshire zzd Kenilworth, at the adge of the suvhurban |
area

Passenger Oper took the form of SW&A's HOWARD car extending Irom one of several !
around-the-blo ops in downtown Windsor, south in O lette Ave. and east ip Erie St., to %
Howzrd Ave., s being SWEA double trsck shared with other routss. thsmce scouth on Eoward to :
the loop at Grand Marsis Rd. Service was provided every 15 minutes (svery 20 minuies on !
Sundey) by SW&A's 20l-series single-truck lightweight sieel ciiy cars, gimilar to Birneys. No

sxtra fare wazs exacied for travel beyond the city limits: reguler city fares, at that tims 10 i
cents cash or four tickets for 25 ceats, were charged, end frese transfers were issued to zand

accepted from the other car limes. i
i ]
Freight service was furnished between the stezm rozad interchanges at Lake Shore znd the
industries =long Boward ive. ss far as the rece trecks, motive powsr tazking the form gf large
box motor 129, uniquely painted bright yellow with black iettering, &ll other SW&A equipment
red~and-creem livery. This monster made its home =2t SW&A's own car house on London

cing in 2
t. West (zow U:lvcr51tr Avs.)} a2t Elm 4ve., de d_eaavzg zix mornings & week via London St. and £
the route of the EQWARD line toc Lake Shore to pick up its ;ntﬂ“"“a“gﬂ freight cezrs from tke ; :
steam roads there, returning as =znothser deadhead move when its work was dome, usually arcund !
noon hour or early in the afterncen .
No use was made by the SW&i of the WEELS track rd
ccanecticn, nor of WE&LE cer house on Arih 1led terally to
ov:r_lew13g with sto TE&LS eguipmsnt congi This priged all
five of the 1238-bu interurban cars 4 the locomotives. This
trackage was paved znd the overhs disma rest of the WEELS
beyond the race Trat wes torn Up, 1SEVIEEZ i i te deveid of any treck
coasectloﬂ with the gi werld. 5 al av ng the azbove-described
T SeVEersa ears afts il ¢! he crapped. This was
cught to en the o hed s 2u Ltution and track
i program i ate 12 in ng-drewn-cut death agon es of
T, Dsssx an Shors in 942, wh tke lozg—
u in the &rther 8t. car hous o electric railweys:
b interurtans te the Honirss : 1232 =nd th ﬁeepl the ;
g Strest Razilw in 1842, Lead & nt B tc be /
T ths str ndzor onll 35t thai ides,
DOWETD ng fur & large
B op L =y - = mag, my e gen ;Y B . £ T
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This photo is also undated and a little harder to figure out. John checked with Bernie, and he says it looks like it was
taken at the Crawford Roundhouse.

The roundhouse is still there (with minor alterations), and still in operation today. It is located in the red circle above.

Do any of our railfan readers have anything else they can add to the description? Doug?

11 Responses to Golden Age Of Rail

]‘ k- 2
douglasm on December 5, 2007 at 21 am

Doug is reserving comment until this afternoon except to ask where the Crawford roundhouse is. My knoledge of
Windsor (from a railfan’s perspective) is pretty much limited to the waterfront.....

Fausto on December 5, 2007 at 10:24 am
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More W.E & LS Railway | International Metropolis http://www_internationalmetropolis.com/2008/02/ 19/more-we-ls-rai...

e Home

* Bookstore / Sho
s About/Contact

s IM Archives

More W.E & LS Railway

February 19, 2008

More old photos of the W.E. & LS Railway, from the Bernie Drouillard Collection, digitized by John Stefani.

Waiting Room & Freight Shed at Essex. From the Ontario Hydro archives. c. 1921.

L of 10 8/24/2012 4:36 PM




More W.E & LS Railway | International Metropolis http://www.internationalmetropolis.com/2008/02/19/more-we-Is-rai...

1

The Powerhouse at Kingsville. From the Ontario Hydro archives. ¢. 1921. The powerhouse is still standing in Kingsviile.
Click here to see John’s photos of the powerhouse on Flickr.

A photo of car # 318, location unknown. The back of the photo is noted “OHSC Archives Neg. No. HP 2828", From the
Ontario Hydro archives, c. 1921.

ALV E T LT P CTLY 55 00 A |

Here’s another shot with the Kingsville powerhouse in background. Car # 25 in the foreground. From the Ontario Hydro
archives, c. 1921.

20f 10 8/24/2012 4:36 PM




More W.E & LS Railway | International Metropolis http://www.internationalmetropolis.com/2008/02/ | 9/more-we-is-Tat...

This shot was taken at the Car Bam on Chatham St. The barn is visible in the rear, to the right you can see the corner of
the Eaton-Clark warehouse, that is still standing on Chatham St.

The four cars staged and ready to be moved in December, 1939. The photo must be on Aylmer St. downtown, around the
corner from the car barn. The only section of rails left in the road stretched from Chatham & Aylmer to Howard & Erie.
All four cars are on rails, so this was somewhere in this stretch.

Moir Cartage, was hired to tug the cars along the rails. As there was no longer any power lines above the tracks, the cars
were not able to move under their own power. Note the children playing in the street, near some streetcars being puiled
by a truck. P’m certain that there wasn’t any safer place for those children to be. @

30f 10
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More W.E & LS Railway | International Metropolis http://www.internationalmetropolis.comy/20U%/UL/ 1 Y/more-we-1s-rai...

On the back of this photo written in pencil, it says: “”’#507 at Cock Bros. Feeds & Grains Whse™. There is also a National
Archives of Canada stamp on the back, Neg. No. PA152224. In September 2006, I did a post on the Cock Brothers, but I
have no idea if this was the same building or where their warehouse was.

Car # 507 as seen above at Cock Brothers. This photo is dated 1931, somewhere along the route.

11 Responses to More W.E & LS Railway

b
| §

Chyris Holt on February 19, 2008 at 7:47 am

You guys continually amaze me with the things you unearth. Is our municipal archives/museum doing any of this work or
is it up to the Bernie Drouillard/John Stefani dynamic duo to safeguard Windsor’s history for us?

Andrew on February 19, 2008 at 8:22 am

Maybe if our museum & archives weren’t treated as afterthoughts, but as cultural resources by our City Governemnt and
actually given funding, and the proper facilites, they would be able to tell Windsor’s story a little better.

As it is, I am certain that all matters of Heritage are viewed more as an irritant, than as somthing to protect.

If it wasn'’t for this site, and all the private collections that I feature, most of these stories would remain in the dark.

[#5)

Chns Hgit on February 19, 2008 at 8:31 am

Which is why we need you. Don’t go anywhere, Andrew, OK?

James Couiter on February 19, 2008 at 1:27 pm

Maybe we could find an empty storefront downtown like Christian Aldo did to display your work and others like you.
Probably could get a government grant to hire a student or two for the summer.

Keep up the GREAT work Andrew.

4 0f 10 ; 8/24/2012 4:36 PM
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5. %
Rich on February 19, 2008 at 3:50 pm

Does anybody know where some of those rail cars ended up? Didn’t some go to Toronto and then eventually to the
States...

[t would be nice to get one of them back and displayed somehow.

6.3 @ )
Rich on February 19, 2008 at 10:23 pm

Does any one know, where some of the rail cars are today? Didn’t some go to Toronto and then to the States. It would be
nice to get one of them back.

7.2 %
Aaron on March 23, 2009 at 6:43 pm
Andrew — old post i know, but in the second last picture you said you don’t know if this is the same building or where the
wearhouse was for the cock bros. if you never resolved this question, i'm ALMOST positive the building behind the
streetear is at the corner of hanna east and howard. it would be hidden now by a repair shop for cabs or somwthing. if ’m
right, the tracks in the foreground are for the ERT.
also, again if i’m right, my first job was in that building making effing lead fishing lures!

8.4 1
Aaron on March 23, 2009 at 6:53 pm
sorry.....ETR (Essex Terminal Railway)

9. %
JBM on March 25, 2009 at 11:30 am
It’s too bad Windsor and Essex County have not done more to preserve its railway history. Looking at the waterfront
today, one would never know how busy it was with rail transportation. All that remains is CNR 5588 (The Spirit of
Windsor) and some hardware used by docking rail ferries (with nothing to indicate to the public what these reaily are).
Then there are the “cuts” which permitted CPR and Michigan Central access to the riverfront... one of which is soon to
be converted to a canal.

10.

Ken A;ndrews on March 25, 2009 at 11:54 am

Lived in Windsor 1950-1960 and recall tracks partially buried north side of Riverside Dr. with a “turnout’ southward into
the Carling Brewery building on south side on Riverside. Would these be the route of SW&A to LaSalle (and
Ambhertburg??)-or Windsor, Essex and Lakeshore, or just an industrial spur to serve the brewery? I recall observing
electric locomotives at Michigan Central/CPR passenger station near Pelletier/Tecumseh and an underground
passageway from the station itself to the tracks opposite on the east side.

[ stumbled on tracks peeking out from under the asphalt, turning from eastbound on Park St. to south on Ouellette;
possibly the last remnant of Windsor’s transportation history.

ps.: ex-pats of Windsor here in The Big Smoke all share and enjoy this great blog. .

Aaron on March 25,2009 at 3:43 pm

i hear ya JBM. iseen a picture of the ferry docks on Flickr and this dude was g0ing on and on about how they were
machines used to form the breakwalls and straighten out the riverfront!

Ken, great to have you guys with us! that’s interesting about the spur to the brewery, and i don’t see whynot. the car in
picture number 5 looks like a freight car and they did advertise freight service. it would probly be the SW&A since the
tracks headed down riverside,and followed 18 to amherstburg. (i’m no expert, but i think ’m right).

ibeleive to get to essex by interurban, you’d take the WE&LS up howard to where the mall is, then the tracks follow
talbot road to essex, ruthven, kingsville and leamington.

all those tracks you spoke of are gone as far as i know, and the only tracks left in the road are at sandwich and mill.

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
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Region Arts Notes
bakaitis.com
Bless You Boys —
Tigers News
Chicago Textures

Detroit Blog
dETROITFUNK

Detroityes.com
Digging Pitt
Essex Wine
Report
Forgotten Detroit
Friched. net

IB’s Warehouse
& Curio
Emporium
Leddy Library

Reference Desk
Blog

Lost New York
City

Mike Beanchamp
My Local Foed

Blog

Scaledown
Windsor
Shorpv.com
Spacing.ca
Unexpected &
Neglected
Architecture
utterlyboring.com
Vanishing St.
Louis

Windsor Detroit
Film Blog
Windsor Eats
Windsor Essex
Speak

Windsor Ontario
News.com
Windsor Shadow
Windsorite.ca
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Streetcar Friday

May 2, 2008

As I have said before, Bemnie recently came into a very large collection of photographs... @

The collection continues today:

) Car # 407 at the London Street Yard.
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Streetcar Friday

May 2, 2008

As [ have said before, Bernie recently came inte a very large collection of photographs... @

The collection continues today:

Car # 407 at the London Street Yard.
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S.W. & A. Streetcars

April 29, 2008

As usual, thanks to Bernie and John, for digitizing the newest additions to Bernie’s collection.

This car is from the 112 to 122 series.
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More Streetcars

April 30, 2008

More from Bernie’s treasure chest... .

A shot of car # 37 at the Car Bamns on London St. (now Univeristy Ave.).
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W.E. & LS Railway

February 18, 2008

e & o o

Back in the old days, travel between the city and the county, wasn’t always easy. Around 1906, The Hydro-Electric
System (forerunners of Ontario Hydro) created several lines of interurban electric railroads. The Windsor, Essex and

Lakeshore Rapid Railway operated until September, 1932.

A brief history of the line can be found by clicking here.
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A route map of the line, from the Bernie Drouillard Collection. The line ran from Windsor through Essex and on to

Kingsville and Leamington.
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