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In the 1830s, Gunn began his business career as a
wharfinger, operating a freight forwarding business on the
waterfront.4 Early maps of Hamilton show "Gunn's Wharf" at the
foot of James Street, where he also had a warehouse. 1In 1836
Michael Browne came to Hamilton, after eight years as a
wharfinger himself at Kingston, Ont., and the two men became
partners.5 Gunn & Browne prospered in the wharfage business, but
Gunn retired in 1847 to try other fields. Browne's brother
Edward replaced Gunn in the wharfage partnership until 1851, and
for a time Michael Browne was said to be the largest Canadian
shipowner on the Great Lakes. Yet Michael Browne was attracted
to new fields too, and from 1860 on held important positions with
the Great Western Ry., the Hamilton and Lake Erie Ry., and their
successors. His transition to the new medium of commerce was
slower, but more successful, than Gunn's.

Before his own long involvement with railways, Gunn
first tried his hand at manufacturing:

About this time [1847] Gunn established a

small machine shop at the foot of Wellington

Street, which prospered from the production

of small farming and milling implements.®
Thus far we have a picture of the young Daniel Gunn succeeding in
two different business lines. But personal ambition and
enthusiasm for the development of his adopted city soon led him
into an adventure filled with challenge but ending in
disappointment.

Perhaps his experience as a freight forwarder on the
lakes, or maybe experience of the wretched roads and land
tran%E;;? of the day, led to Gunn's decision to throw himself

into railway promotion. (There was a Gunn, not more fully



identified but perhaps Daniel, who won an action for damages in
Hamilton in 1852 - the result of an accident caused by the wheel
falling off a stage coach.)? He -attended a meeting in Hamilton
on April 22, 1850, to promote the Great Western Railway and was

there appointed to the committee of 60 citizens to obtain new

'shareholders.S In the 1851 Canada West Census, the 40-year-old

Gunn returned his occupation as "agent for the Great Western
Ry."9 In fact, he worked full-time for the railway in the early
1850s in several capacities, first as a land agent, putting
together the real estate for the railway right-of-way and
buildings, and then "attending to the transportation and
distribution"™ of the rails, hardware, and rolling stock "to the
various points where required for laying the superstructure of
the Road," as he himself described his duties.l0 1In the first
Hamilton city directory, issued in 1853, his occupation is given
as "R.R. land agent," and he was still described as "land-agent"
in the 1856 city directory.ll put by 1856 Gunn had lost his
connection with the Great Western.

This turn of events was certainly a surprise to Gunn,
and undoubtedly a bitter disappointment as well. An exchange of
correspondence between Gunn and his Great Western Railway
superiors during 1853 and 1854 shows that Gunn had what seem to
be realistic expectations of a responsible position with the
Great Western after construction was completed and normal
operations begam.l? More than a century later, we can only
speculate that fthere might have been some personality difference;
when C. J. Brydges (1827-1889) arrived from England as the
designated representative of the British board of directors (the
major investors in the Great Western), or perhaps nydges simply

determined to concentrate as much power as possible in his own



hands. In August 1853 Gunn, writing to Brydges to negotiate his
own G.W.R. salary, pointed out that he had turned down more
lucrative opportunities.l3 But Gunn said he was not willing to
leave Hamilton "for any amount of money." He was willing to
moderate his demands and accept a lower current salary than he
thought he was worth, "throwing away 500£ for the pPresent year
and 250£ for the next" not only to remain in Hamilton, but also
in the expectation of growing responsibilities with the railway:

» + « to gratify the desire I have and which

has grown with the promise for the past three

years of my having to take charge of the

transportation business of the road . . .

He felt he had earned this position by diligent and able Service
of the railway "by night and by day whenever its duties required
me for nearly three years past" and had the ability and character
to do it well,

Brydges replied one month later, urging Gunn to remain
with the G.W.R. and accept the offer of the Board of Directors of
an annual salary of £500 for 1853, with a raise of £100 in 1854
and each following year "until his situation in the railway, is,
in the opinion of the directors sufficiently remunerated."l4

This exchange certainly seems to have encouraged Gunn
Fn his belief that he had a promising future with the new Great
Western Railway. But a year later he received a curt notice-from
the railway company's Secretary, Brackstone Baker, that the Board
had resolved "that the services ef Mr. D. C. Gunn may be
dispensed with."15 Brydges himself was taking over the functions
that Gunn thought would be his, and Gunn received three months!

notice that his connection with the railway was at an end. Gunn

responded, "I am somewhat at a loss . . ."16 Didn't the Board



read his agreement with them? Didn't they realize that he had
voluntarily taken a much lower salary than he desired "in
expectation of doing better" in the long run. If they were
dissatisfied with his performance, why hadn't he ever heard of
it? To all of which Baker replied that the Board had received
his protest, but "sees no reason to deviate from the resolution
communicated to you."17 We can imagine that Gunn was shocked at
this turn of events.

Within a few months, however, Gunn was plunging into a
new, railway-related activity. He set about establishing his
"LOCOMOTIVE, STEAM ENGINE AND FORGE WORKS," taking over a foundry
or small factory that had been vacant since 1853.18 Originally
established by James M. Williams (1818-1890; in his later years
an Ontario M.P.P. and pioneer o0il refiner) to manufacture railway
plant during the construction of the Great Western, it had
manufactured dump cars among other things.l9 On May 1, 1856,
Gunn obtained this property, including fifteen and a half acres,
from James M. Williams for £9,000, mortgaged to Williams for the
same amount.20 The property was located at what was then the
north end of Wentworth Street, at the head of Sherman's Inlet.
(This F;;_lhen the northern and eastern limits of Hamilton.)2l
Gunn had by no means lost his faith in the coming importance of
railways. Indeed, in June of 1855 he was one of six men
appointed to obtain subscriptions for the projected Hamilton and
Port Dover Railway.22 So we may presume he optimistically
projected a large and growing local demand for railway rolling
stock which would enable his new enterprise to market its
products successfully.

In his new manufacturing venture, Gunn began with

certain debts and obligations. He is said to have paid wWilliams



$36,000 for the property, $4,000 in cash and the rest in the
mortgage noted above, and to have taken into partneréhip two
young "Englishmen," one of whom brought $15,000 capital.23 The
land registry records, however, show two transactions regarding
this 15% acre property after the sale to Gunn in the year
1856.24 The first was an assignment of mortgage from the Hon.
Walter H. Dickson to Gunn on 26 May 1856, and the second was a
mortgage given by Gunn to Edmund Ritchie and others on 24 July
1856 (but not registered until nearly two years later, on 21 May
1858). In neither transaction is the "consideration," the amount
of money involved, recorded.

The land registry records also note a mortgage from
Gunn to George W. Burton and N, Merritt for $24,400 on 30
December 1858, and an assignment in trust of the Locomotive Works
to Alfred Booker and E. Browne on 7 March 1859, no consideration
reported, with an assignment of the 153 acres "et al." from Gunn
to Booker and Edwd. Browne on the same date for the nominal
consideration of five shillings [? = but Canada shifted to
decimal currency on 1 Jan. 1858]. The 1858-59 transactions refer
to the financial crisis that forced Gunn out of business; it is
of interest here, however, that a further mortgage to a Scottish
investor was not recorded. The Young papers have a lengthy file
of correspondence between John Young (1808-1873), a prominent
Hamilton merchant, financier, and railway promoter, and John
Torrance of Kilmarnock, Scotland.?25 Young's business dealings
included offices of his firm in Glasgow, and there he arranged to
direct Torrance's investments in Canadian real estate. Torrance
complains about his investment in Gunn, arranged by Young,

referring to Young's assurances in a letter of 10 March 1855

(emphasis mine; note that this date is more than a year earlier



than Gunn's purchase of the factory) and later letters regarding
the security for a mortgage to Gunn. He hadn't wanted to invest
in "public works" such as Gunn's manufacturing enterprise and
preferred investment in house Property. Torrance was certainly
not alone at this time in considering investment in the
manufacture of railway rolling stock extremely risky; and the
experience of the Canadian entrepreneurs of the 1850s shows that
the men like Torrance were right, even granting that their
attitude had a certain self-fulfilling tendency.

These fragments of information about Gunn's finances
aren't enough to give us a good picture now of his business. But
they seem to show us a business that began with a heavy debt loag
which probably increased. The'Torrance mortgage was made under
Canadian usury laws that limited interest on loans to 6%
annually. Gunn had signed pre- endorsed promissory notes to bring
the 1nterest he was paying up to 10%, and the Torrance-Young camp
had some fearful moments when a court found the agreement null
and void for that reason, 26 Byithat time (1860-61) such a
decision could only benefit other creditors, not Gunn or his
business. Torrance finally got the Gunn property foreclosed (it
"now stands in my name") in 186227 Capital was scarce and
expensive, and Gunn had to pay a price to get it.

Gunn may, in fact, have committed himself to too much,
too soon. In 1859 Gunn and several Hamilton businessmen
attempted to re-organize the works as a joint-stock company, the
Burlington Bay Dock and Ship Building Co., and he offered to sell s
the works to the new company for $90,000, "which is less than
their actual cost."28 7Tphe description also says that the works

include "three of Naysmith's powerful steam hammers and boilers

(one now in operation and two ready for erection)" [emphasis



mine]. Since he was able to build 16 locomotives in two years
using only one steam hammer, it would certainly appear that he
had over-invested in acquiring three. One source claims that he
had spent $40,000 in tools.?2° It could also be the case that
only one of the steam hammers was large enough to be of much use,
and that is the reason the others were not erected and put into
use. In 1858, Gunn wrote to Allan MacNab that in fitting up the
premises he had "put in them upwards of £15,000 worth of
tools."30 Even if exaggerated this is a large amount. We are
left with the impression that Gunn was imprudently lavish in
setting up his works. Since loans and mortgages in his day were
customarily for very short terms (Torrance's was originally for
three years, normal practice then) this meant Gunn was committing
himself to heavy payments at the beginning, when he could not be
sure of a correspondingly heavy income.

The reference to the three steam hammers ties 'in' to
another problem, the nature of Gunn's firm, which remains a
mystery. Were his partners not the two young "Englishmen" of the
credit reports, but the two Scottish brothers Kinmond? He
certainly had a close relationship with the Kinmonds, who had
come from Dundee to Montreal in c. 1851 to try their luck in the
locomotive-building business there. They had brought three steam
hammers over with them, and it seems likely that these same three
Nasmyth hammers were shipped by the Kinmonds to Hamilton, along
with their other tools. William Kinmond, the accomplished
mechanical engineer, is named in the first public advertisement
of the Locomotive, Steam Engine, and Forge Works:31

« « « Having secured the assistance of W. L.

Kinmond, Esquire, late of Dundee and

Montreal, who is a thorough, practical, and



Sep=tlenced Locomotive Engineer, and. general

Machinist, I beg to solicit a share of any

such work required in the CounEry . o . o
It is rather odg that the 1855 clty directory lists only the
other brother, Peter ("Kinmond, Byl b, City Hotel™) .32 The
1858 directory lists only William - "Kindmond (sie), William L.,

éngineer, h, Victoria ave, N. Railroad,"33

eXperience into Gunn's new enterprise, They also brought their
equipment and Many of their men, This should have given Gunn a
good running start in the locomotive business, The Credit agency
recorded that Gunn Was a "good active businessman Very much
liked" and would "most likely do we1l1, w34 William Kinmond hag
technical ability, but neither Kinmond brother was esteened as a
businessman, The Gunn-Kinmong combination should have combined
these two Strengths. Over in Kingston, Ont., in these same
years, James Morton ang Francis Tutton were making just such a
combination, a bPartnership of 3 capitalist entrepreneur with a
technically Competent foundryman, Work in the Ontario.Foundry.
From this distance in time it jg conjectural, but it would seen
that the Gunn-Kinmond combination hag more talent; byt
Morton-Tutton certainly had more capital, Everything points to

Gunn's debt 10aqg being the crucial factor,

successful businessman, In hindsight we €an say that he invested
too much capital at the beginning, at a greater COst than he }
broved able to bay. But he hag been active not only in railway
Promotion but in the Construction of 3 large railway, the Great
Western. He hag Some experience of the likely needs and

effective demand for'railway rolling stock. What really did him



British Boards of Directore, representing the Principal
investors), the dislocation Oof the British investment Mmarketg
during the Crimean War, and the Seévere American depression

beginning in 1857, This made €vVen reasonable forecasting of the

many, 35 These included the locomotives it ordereg from Gunn,

them,

1857, authorizing the Company to Pay Gunn for 4 locomot jye just
delivered " 1n daccordance with the agreement he hag entered "into
to deliver BlabE o . at the rate of $12,000 each."36 The Boarg

instructed the Assistant Secretary to inform Gunn that "under the

country," it yasg unlikely that the Grang Trunk woulg be able tgo
pPay for any of "the remaining sjiyx Engines." pe would builqg them
at his own risk if he Proceeded wijth them. But the Board

instructed its Oofficers:



AT the same time, the Boarg made somewhat similar decisions
regarding committments to two American locomotive builders, the
Portland Company and the Amoskeag Works. But they were treated
somewhat differently. The Amoskeag company, which had a contract
with the Grand Trunk for 12 1ocomotives, was persuaded to accept
@ modification of that contract;37

s « « in lieu of delivering at specified

times twelve Locomotives, the Treaéurer af

the Amoskeag Manufacturing Company is to

deliver in March, April, May and June, 2, 3,

d, 5 0r Six at his option on the same terms

of payment , ., .
It appears that at the time of this revised agreement, the
Amoskeag firm had two engines "nearly completed." Thisg was a
more generous, and a more flexible, arrangement than the Grand
Trunk offered to Gunn, But we should remember that the Amoskeag
Works were an old and valued Supplier and Gunn was an untried new
one. Similarly, the Grand Trunk informed the Portlang Company,
the firm which had pProvided most of the locomotivesg of its
Predecessor companies as well as many Grand Trunk engines, of itg
predicament, ", , , it would be for them to decide whether they
woud proceed with the Engines now under construction ., , <", but
the Grand Trunk offered to pPay for three locomotives already
completed at Portland in the usual way, "in Company's Notes at
three months,"38

The Grand Trunk 4dig need these additional locomotives
and as traffic ang revenues revived, it dig acquire and pay for
them. The established firms with larger resources (including
credit) were able to wait out the depreséion. Gunn was not, In

the end, the Grand Trunk bought all the locomotives it hag

/\

¥



l ©riginally ordered from Gunn - too late to do him any good, but
putting some cash into the pockets of creditors like the Hamilton
law firm of Burton g Sadlier, which won control of two
locomotives built by Gunn (and Subsequently sold to the Grang
Trunk) in court cases in 1859 and 1860,39

The agreement with Burton & Sadlier is eéspecially
interesting, as it reveals how Guhn’ tried to rescue himself from
the Grand Trunk's disastrous (for him) decision to cancel ijtg
contract unilaterally. These men endorsegd notes for Gunn "to a
large amount," notes held by the Bank of Montreal, and in return
had a verbal agreement with Gunn to buy his (final) two
locomotives for $16,000, while he was to finish the locomotives,
which were "not half finished" in September L858, i In January
1859 a formal deed confirmed the verbal arrangement, and Burton g
Sadlier insured the locomotives as their own Property on March
2nd. But on March 7th Gunn "made an assignment" (i.e., went
bankrupt) and included the locomotives, which he then valued at
$24,000 - i.e., at the Grand Trunk's Ooriginal price of $12,000
each - recording that $16,000 of this value was already claimed
by Burton s Sadlier, but leaving an $8,000 balance towards debts
owing to others, Gunn honestly believed his locomotives were
Worth and would eventually sell for that much, but nNeedless to
say that this transaction, conceived in desperation, muddied the
waters considerable (but produced this court recorg for us),

During a brief period in 1857 ang early 1858, the
locomotive business prospereq and promised great things for Gunn
and for Hamilton. He completed hisg first three locomotives,

, named "Ham," "Shem," and "Japheth," in the fall of 1856, ang

delivered them to the Grand Trunk in April 1857.40 The Hamilton

Press, ignorant of the locomotives already built in Toronto,



Montreal, and Kingston, hailed these as the first locomotives
built in Canada - to the scorn of (at least) the Kingston
press.4l These were followed by two quite different 0-6-0
freight locomotives delivered to the Great Western Ry. in August, -
named "Achilles" and "Bacchus."42

While the two locomotives were the only ones the Great
Western ever bought from Gunn, they were very well regarded. A
year and a half after they were delivered, the Great Western's
locomotive superintendent was asked to comment on them fo; a
prospective buyer of another Gunn locomotive. This man, the most
brilliant locomotive engineer in Canada in the 1860s and 1870s,
was Richard Eaton; and since he wrote his endorsement after Gunn
- was bankrupt, we can be sure he had no possible motive for
flattery in writing about the Gunn'eﬁgines-on_the G.W.Ry. :43

In reply to yours of the 24th [Feb., 1859]

requiring my opinion as to the qualities of

the Two Engines made by D. C. Gunn for the

above Company, I beg to state that with the

exception of the Cylinders and Tyres being

rather soft I consider the said Engines to be

equal in every respect to'any of our best

English or American Locomotives. They work

very economically both on Fuel and repairs—--

and as to the latter shew a lower figure than

the American and English Fret [sic, freight]

engines . .. ..

In conclusion I wish to state
emphatically that the "Bacchus" & "Achilles"

made by Messr. Gunn & Co. are very good
Engines and from what I have seen during the



past 12 months, I have every reason to think

that considerable improvements have been made

upon those Engines which have been

constructed by them since the Bacchus &

Achilles were sét to work.

Coming from.the premier locomotive expert in Canada,
this was high praise indeed.%44 Gunn's locomotives had been
ordered and delivered before Eaton took over his post at the
Great Western, so he had no motive to exaggerate or falsify his
judgment in order to vindicate the deCisioﬁ to buy them.

Following the sale of these,two‘locomqtivesrto the

Great Western, Gunn delivered a series of locomotives to the
Grand Trunk.43 Two were delivered in November 1857, two more in
March 1858, one in May, two in July, and another in September.
These were all standard 4-4-0s of current Grand Trunk design.
But there was also one sale to another railway, a very small (20
ton) rigid wheelbase 4-4-0 delivered in August 1858 to the
Montreal and Bytown Ry. aslits No., 2, "Grenville.". Th;s may well
have been due to the Kinmond influence, as the Kinmond brothers"
only sale of a locomotive other than to the Grand'Trdnk had been
to this same small portage railway. The pééuliér and undemanding
nature of service on this line, which ferried steamboat
passengers around a rapids in the Ottawa River on the Montreal to
Ottawa route, enabled this Gunn locomotive to work longer than
any other Canadian-built locomotive of the 1850s. His
"Grenville" remained in service until 1910146 Unfortunately,
patriotic enthusiasm saw it cut up for scrap in 1914.

Gunn appears to have tried for other customers. He is

said to have written one of his suppliers, a man in Cleveland,

Ohio, in January 1858 that he had material on hand to build two



locomotives for the Port Hope & Lindsay.47 This was a deal that
never materialized. This letter mentions two locomotives
delivered to the Grand Trunk (the two delivered in November

- 1857), two more "finished" and four "about half built.™ But as
we have seen the Grand Trunk was already, in October 1857,
refusing to honor its agreement with Gunn. The Kingston
locomotive works made a regular practice of simply closing up
when it had no orders in hand, but Gunn was not in a position to
do this. Although keeping his works going meant that he had to
meet his payroll (in 1858 he was the second-largest employer in
Hamilton, after the Great Western Railway),48 it was the only
possible way he could hope to generate some revenue. Closing the
shops would end his payroll obligations, but he still had to pay
his finance charges and his suppliers. It seems clear that Gunn
chose to finish the locomotives he had in hand, hoping he would
be able to sell them (what customer would pay for an unfinished
locomotive?).

The local credit reporter saw Gunn's difficulty and

f informed New York in February, 1858, that he "is understood to be
embarrassed to a considerable extent at present."49 The reason
was clear, and for the most part beyond anything Gunn could do or
undo: "the expenses of his business have been large, and the
depression in trade and the money market has affected him." By
May the report was that "his work is at a standstill," and after

‘ his bankruptcy in March, 1859, "All to pieces. Worth nothing."50
Gunn had been caught in that bane of nineteenth century d
manufacturers, a credit crisis; he had started his business on
credit but couldn't meet his obligations when his customers

wouldn't pay him. His collateral in machinery and inventory (the

finiéhed locomotives and whatever material he had in. hand for
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making more) waé intrinsically valuable, but almost impossible to
turn into cash in the depressed conditions of the time. It is
curious and interesting thathritish observors familiar with the
engineering industry in their own country at that time were
astonished that the American locomotive manufacturing trade was
so dependent on credit: "With the exception of the workmen, who,
we believe, are almost always paid in cash . . . the system is
one of credit throughout.“Sl Gunn was not alone, of course. The

Hamilton Daily Spectator noted on March 30, 1859, just as Gunn's

affairs reached their nadir:>2

SPRING PROSPECTS. - Commercial and

Agricultural. - . . . The country has just

passed throqgh two years of unexampled

financial, commercial and agricultural

depression. Never before in the history of

Canada has fjbeen witnessed so total a

prostratio of every vital interest.

This simply meant that Gunn's creditors and friends were in no
position to help him survive the crisis.

He tried his best. In November he wrote Wa1ter Shanly,
the Grand Trunk's General Manager, begging him to take one
completed engine and another "that can be ready in a month" for
£3,000 each.®3 "The sale would be a great convenience, in fact I
am fearfully hard up or I would not offer them £o you as I do."
In January he wrote a creditor, "I really cannot send you any
money at present for I Rave not got any." He went on:

I have two finished locomotives in the shops

and they are shut up since Christmas and all

the hands paid off.
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(This certainiy seems to indicate that the two engines, the 1as£
ones Gunn built, were finished by the end of 1858. Both were
sold, in March 1859 and May 1860, by his creditors.)

Gunn had some kind of.falling out with William Kinmond,
his chief engineer; complaining that Kinmond left him in November
1858, though we find Kinmond involved in getting one of the
finished locomotives out to show it to a buyer in March 1859.54
Gunn complained to Premier John A. Macdonald that he feared
Kinmond, "who has been my Superintendent of Locomotive Works,"
would try to patent a locomotive truck "got up at our works . .

. from an idea of my own . . . altered and amended from time to
time by the Locomotive Foreman Peter Thornton and another man .

."35 Perhaps the Kinmonds were not partners, because they
seem to have slid out leaving all the bills with Gunn, and they
were reported to have a small business cutting files in Dundas
after Gunn's locomotive works closed. William Kinmond did
eventually obtain a patent for the locomotive truck, but on an
application made from Montreal in June 1869.56 One wonders to
what purpose, since he, like Gunn, was by then ten years out of
the locomotive business.

Although Gunn was offended that William Kinmond (who,
we notice, still had a key to the factory) opened it up and took
out an unsold engine, he cooperated in the sale.?®’ The engine
already belonged to Burton & Sadlier, in spite of Gunn's
ingenious effort to claim it had an additional value of $4000
which he could assign to other creditors. Burton and N. Mérritt
in addition held the big mortgage on his property registered in
January 1859, thus beating his o0ld friends Alfred Booker and
Edward Browne to the punch in a race for his assets, his

assignment of the property to them only being registered on March



8th. So the sale of this engine to the Welland Railway E;d
little to help Gunn.

Ironically, this locomotive was a dgreat success.
Francis Shanly (who must have known Gunn from the days when both
were involved in land surveys for the Great Western) had already
done some business with Gunn.58 Now as Chief Engineer for the
Welland Ry. he purchased Gunn's locomotive after receiving an
enthusiastic appraisal of it from his Locomotive Superintendent
on February 3rd, 1859. Here I take the liberty of.correcting the
superintendent's colorful spelling and punctuation:59

On the 2nd Inst., I inspected two Locomotive

Engines and Tenders at Mr. Gunn's Works,

Hamilton. '. . . for Workmanship and good

fitting they cannot be beat. The‘Boilers are

well made, furnished with gauge cocks also

glass water gauge . . . The Engine Truck is

Side Bearing, in addition to [the] Engine

Truck is a Safety Frame in case of running

off the track it will keep the truck square

[this must be the idea that Gunn feared

Kinmond would patent] . . . The Main Cranks

of [the] Driving Axle has on each a safety

band of Iron [which] I consider is a good

Improvement, it takes the jar and prevents

the crank from Breaking. I am sure the

Engines will give any Co[mpany] satisfaction.
In service as Welland Ry. No. 4 "Erie," this locomotive had the
most total mileage on the railway by the end of 1860, and had,

since it was in operation, averaged 350 more miles per month

than the three smaller American-built locomotives which preceeded

it into service.60



Now Gunn had a masterful and creative idea, which
deserved more response than it got. He had been involved with
the MacNabs, John Young, Jasper Gilkinson, and others in 1847 in
incorporating a joint-stock company, the Burlington Bay Dock and
Ship-Building Company.6l The act of incorporation permitted the
firm to "construct a harbor, wharf, with a wet-dock, dry-dock,
and railway . . ."[meaning a marine railway, for hauling ships
out for repairs]. But the Hamilton entrepreneurs who proposed
the company seemingly were too busy with their other affairs to
get it going. 1In April 1853 they secured another act from the
provincial parliament to "remove doubts" about the company "by
reason of failure of the persons therein mentioned . . . to cause
Directors to be elected . . ."62 In spite of this evidence of
good intentions, the company.still remaihed inactive'ahd unborn
in 1859. No doubt the principal reason was the scarcity of
capital, combined with the great reluctance of those Canadians of
the 1850s who did have capital to invest it in anything so risky
as joint-stock companies or industrial enterprises. Gunn appears
to have been the moving spirit in an attempted revival of this
enterprise, re-oriented to take over his locomotive wotks and,
with sufficient new capital, make a success ofrheavy'éhgineering
manufacture.

Beginning on November 17, 1858, and running to March

24, 1859, The Daily Spectator and Journal of Commerce of Hamil ton

carried a long advertisement, "PROSPECTUS of the BURLINGTON BAY
DOCK & SHIP BUILDING CO."63 The advertisement frankly admitted
that the company's charter had been issued "some years ago" and
the business not started. But now "a singularly favorable
opportunity is offered for carrying its purposes into operation."

And what was that singularly favorable opportunity? It was, of



,describes Gunn's works, ‘154 acres site, a Substantig] Stone

building 440 py 66 Feet, ‘3 wodde building 1gg by 50 feet, an
engine house, 3 bPowerful driving éngine, shafting, "every
description of tool requisite for the construction of all kindgs
of Machinery,"™ 311 Of which "jg in the best wWorking order,w

One great advantage of the present enterprise

is that no Preliminary expenses are

Necessary, 311 the requisite Machinery and

tools being upon the Premises and ip the most

perfect WOrking order; a numbér df

first-class locomotives ang other machinery

have already been turned out, 5 business is

actually e€stablisheqd, 3 set of €xcellent

Mechanics are now'working on the Premises;

nothing'is‘wanted, in fact, beyond capital_
sufficient to carry on the business B Tl g

[emphasis Mine]

This would leave only $31,000 or $36, 000 5 be paiqd immediately

’ in cash and short-dateg bonds, while:
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$24,000 would remain payable by installments
of $4,000 per ann., with interest

half-yearly, from lst May 1858, that being

the balance of the original purchase money of

the premises. [emphasis mine]

Poor Gunn had made no headway at all in paying off his original
mortgage! But this is not éurprising, really, considering the
difficulties he had encountered. The Burlington Bay Dock and
Ship Building Company promoters go on to envisage that allowing
for the value of the existing premises and so on, only about $20
per share would remain to be called in over the following twelve
months "part of which, if necessary, could be tempOrarily
borrowed under powers contained in the charter."

The prospectus takeé a rather rosy view, and in fact
the company failed to get started on this occasion as well. But
it was a logical attempt to solve Gunn's most serious problem:

The experience of Mr. GUNN during the past

two vears has cleérly.proved that, with a

paid-up capital of even $90,000, profits in

excess of ten per cent. could easily havé

been obtained from the Works as they now

exist.

This proposal and its wording show that Gunn's contemporaries
continued to respect his ability and judgment in spite of his
misfortune. More than that, it shows that the business community
understood his problem to be an inadequate capital base, and a
willingness to try a different organizational form to solve that
problem. The sentence quoted above, that Gunn's experience shows
a good possibility of profit with adequate capital, is followed

by this-one:
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That such should have been the result of his

experience, during a period of universal

commercial depression, affords the best

reason for anticipating that a similar rate

of profit can at least be declared upon an

increased amount of paid-up capital.

But apparently this is Gunn's optimism reflected in the
prospectus, and not enough people were willing to put up enough
money to give Gunn this second chance. Some of his fellow
promoters were men who made their own money in that greatest of
all Canadian industries, land speculation; and there is a
reasonable suspicion that two of the most prominent among them
had used clients' funds for their specglations}§4 With such
examples of easier money to be had, it probably should not
surprise us that few wished to take shares in a relatively
untried economic activity. Even the prospectus concluded with a
reversal of the usual emphasis on private gain first for public
good second: " . . . under the conviction that the investment
will not only prove of the greatest advantage to the city, but
will likewise, under jgdicious management, yield remunerative
dividends to the ‘shareholders."

Gunn's own investors lost. It seems the 1859
assignment to Burton & Sadlier was in security for "a
subscription in cash to start the works," possibly to keep him
going during his|final crisis.®3 An 1861 letter from Burton,
Sadlier & Bruce to John Young mentions "Mr. Gunn's unfortunate
affairs" and gives particulars of three subscribers who lost
heavily. M/s Brown & Adam paid $10,000, had to accept $625;

Kerr, Browne & Co. paid $750, accept $50; another firm the same.

Note that these persons only got back 1/16th and 1/15th of their

investment.



What of those skilled workers, some of whom may have
followed the Kinmonds from Dundee to Montreal and Hamilton? One
of them at least was working in 1860 at a locomotive factory that
was selling locomotives to the Grand Trunk. But he was in
Birkenhead, England at the "Canada’Wbrks" put up by Peto s
Brassey specifically to manufacture railway plant for their Grand
Trunk contract. He wrote to protest claims that the Great
Western Railway's first shops-built locomotive of that year was
the. first locomotive ever built in Hamilton,66 wg pm_ w wrote that
"several of the best engines now running™ on the Qrand Tfunk'and
Great Western were "built entirely at Hamilton," and he not only
lived there at the time but "made the greater part of the working
drawings myself for their construction." At Gunn's peak of
operation in 1858,ﬁ56mé_l23 persons identified themselves in the
city directory of that yYear as working for Gunn's Factory.®7 1
can't identify "E.M." among these, and indeed this 1list clearly
understates the aCtual tpﬁal. rFor example, 5 G?nh employees are
listed as boarding at the Castle Inn, Wentwo:th”and_the G.W.R.
tracks - right across from the factory. So most likely the -
machinist 1iving ‘there (withan'emplQYQr ;igtéa) was also a Gunn

employee, and there are a number of moulders, "boiler makers,

machinists, and engine fitters listed in that directory who also
give no employer. Many of them resided in the vicinity of the
factory. They could have been unemployed, or in the G.W.R,
shops, but a few must have worked for Gunn, since in May 1858 he
reported himself that he had "say 140 men and boys" then
employed. The probably imperfect list that can be made from the
1858 city directory does highlight some interesting points about

the locomotive builders of the 1850s:
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Gunn's employees in 1858

Supervisors: 6
(Gunn; William L. Kinmond, engineer; 4 foremen -
Peter Thornton, Alexander Burns - boiler dept., George Elder
- blacksmiths' dept., William Lauder, Sr. - turners' dept.)
Clericalys: 2
(bookkeeper, 1; storekeeper, 1)
Skilled Labour: 92
(pattern maker, 1; carpenter, 1; joiner, 3; turner, 9;
plaher, 4; brass founder, 1; brass moulder, 2; engine‘smith,
1l; engine fitter; 35; . iron finisher, 23 striker, 1;
blacksmith, 13{ Bbilermaker; 14 machinist, 3} filé%éﬁtter,
L nut.cutter, 1)
Unskilled Labour: 21

(screwer, 2; laborer, 19)

The obvious points which this list reveals are that
there was é very low ratio of supervisors to prgductive workers,
’and a very high ratio of skilled workers to unskilled. These
were typical features of steam locomotive prodhction throughout
the North American historical experience.®8 gteam locomotives
were never mass—-produced (indeed, only in the twentieth century
and even then exceptionally did Canadian builders get orde;s for
as many as fifty or more identical locomotives in one batch;
compare this with automobiles or sewing machines where a
production run in the thousands became normal). Furthermore,
making many of the component parts of a locomotive demanded a
high level of individual skill in the pattern shop, the foundry,

the forge shop, the tool and die shop, and the light and heavy

machine shops. Men with the required level of skills were most



often scarce, correspondingly well-paid (in the nineteenth
century, usually getting at least double the wages of unskilleqd
workers), and accustomed to working with a great deal of
initiative. ' The fact of "E.M,." working for Gunn in Hamilton ang
two years later for BréSsey 35 BirkenHéad‘illustrates too how
mobile such highly-skilled workers could be,

Gunn attempted to get employment with either railway or
government in the following years. a Hamilton acquaintence
reports him "still doing nothing" in October 1860,69 but_by
Januafy 1861 he had at 1east'a temporary job with the Great
Western Ry., organizing the paperwork concerning its construction
which had been "left in a jumble" by the English abcoﬁntants.70
This was followed by a brief_stint és Gfﬁ.k. agent in Sarnia,
from which he was transferred to Oewego['NeW York, as the Great
Western's agent there,71
His period of business failure in Hamilton also
coincided With_many'personal'difficulties; his first wife, eldest
Son, a daughter, and his mother all died:in_the_locoﬁotive
building era.’2 He buried his second wife in Oswego in 1870.73
In the 1860s and early 1870s he made a very minimal living in
Oswego and tried for more suitable 6r'at‘iéast"bettef—paying work
in Hamilton, Toronto, Kingston, Port Arthur, Buffalo, Cleveland,
Duluth - and other places,74 He wrote John A. Macdonald seeking
appointment as postmaster, customs collector, Vice-consul;75 pe
applied in desperation for an advertised position as warden of
the Kingston penitentiary, not seriously expecting tor be
considered.’® In his 1ast years, his diaries reflect an immense
frustration.77 w1 gp too o0ld and too slow. He wants an active

Young Man he says.," - n, + + do not see the shadow of a chance of

any employment." - * « . do not really know which way to turn or



what .to do for: a living ; « «" = "I am almost driven to madness
by my various disappointments as to getting something to do . .
- I am ashamed to meet parties in the Street that I.0. a few S
to, I have disappointed them & broken promises so often . . ."
The most revealing of these entries is one he wrote for
EOril7 .o 18700m M n i ak various places about employment. No

shadow of a chance. I really do not know how to occupy my time,

I feel so mortified to think that I, a thorough man of business,

able and willing to make myself useful can not get anything to do
through the influence of my numerous olé friends in Cahada-and
here." [emphasis mine] Daniel Gunn-was indeed a_“thorough man
of business," with proven ability - but unluck§ in the timing of
his biggest.venturé, ' In the summer oﬁ'l873 he gave up the
effort, retired aﬁlage'62y.and returned to Eamiltcn to iivé with
his son.”’8 Gunn died in 1876, His.former faétory was sold in
1863 to the Ontario Packing House, which processed pork ‘in’ the
1860s.79 From 1885, a firm named Waddell and Carpenter moulded
sewer pipe in the buildin_g_.80 The old stone building was still
standing in recent years, much disguised.bj modern siding
covering the original 'stone and-brickJSl

A mellowing 'Daniel Gunn in his last ‘years rééorded a
repeat trip on New Year's Day 1874: ". . ., walked with Willie.
[his young son] high up the Mountain and had a very fine view of
the City, a wonderful growth since i first saw it from the same
Hill in 1832." And a year before he died on 19 Sept. 1876, he
reports another trip, " . . . the day very fine, had a drive to
Lands' 01d Wharf & to the old Locomotive work shops, wonderfull
changes all around."82 His locomotives turned out to be as good

as or better than any others supplied to the Grand Trunk in the

1850s. The mileage figures supplied in Samuel Keefer's reports






what to do for a living . . ." - "I am almost driven to madness
by my various disappointments as to getting something to do . .
. I am ashamed to meet parties in the Street that I.0. a few §
to, I have disappointed them & broken promises so often . . ."
The most revealing of these entries is one he wrote for
April 7, 1870: ". . . at various places about employment. No

shadow of a chance. I really do not know how to occupy my time,

I feel so mortified to think that I, a thorough man of business,

able and willing to make myself useful can not get anything to do

through the influence of my numerous old friends in Canada and
here." [emphasis mine] Daniel Gunn was indeed a "thorough man
of business," with proven ability - but unlucky in the timing of
his biggest venture. In the summer of 1873 he gave up the
effort,'retired at age 62, and returned to Hamilton to live with
his son.’8 Gunn died in 1876. His former factory was sold in
1863 to the Ontario Packing House, which processed pork in the
1860s.’?2 From 1885, a firm named Waddell and Carpenter moulded
sewer pipe in the building.so The old stone building was still
standing in recent years, much disguised by modern siding
covering the original stone and brick.81

A mellowing Daniel Gunn in his last years recorded a
repeat trip on New Year's Day 1874: ". . . walked with Willie
[his young son] high up the Mountain and had a very fine view of
the City, a wonderful growth since I first saw it from the same
Hill in 1832." And a year before he died on 19 Sept. 1876, he
reports another trip, " . . . the day very fine, had a drive to
Lands' 01d Wharf & to the old Locomotive work shops, wonderfull
changes all around."82 His locomotives turned out to be as good

as or better than any others supplied to the Grand Trunk in the

1850s. The mileage figures supplied in Samuel Keefer's reports



provide a- very interesting comparison. Gunn's locomotives
averaged more miles of service per month for the calendar year
1860 than those of any other Canadian supplier or than the
Birkenhead products, and their monthly average over their entire

service life up to December 31, 1860 was even more favorable.

Grahd Trunk Ry. locomotive mileage®3

aver. monthly miles/loco: year 1860 service life

(to 31.XII.60)

12 Gunn-built locomotives 1524.46 1537.14
16 Kingston-built locomotives 1460.63 1127.65
50 "Canada Works"-built loco.s 1435.,24 1322.60
6 James Good-built locomotives 1095.88 669.58

10 Kinmond (Montreal)-built loco.s 760.19 896.14

So Daniel Gunn was probably right when he assessed his
experience to John Young in 1861;:84
o L) uE There is one thing however that I would
prefer above all such work and that is that . . .
I had the Stock all taken and my workshops in
operation. Vessels and propellers are wanted as
well as all sorts of Engines & Machinery and from
what I made while the shops were working I know it
would be a profitable investment for stockholders
and of vast importance to the country and to
Hamilton in particular([;] but I should be very

sorry to start it again unless the premises and



tools were all paid for--it was the amount due and

falling due on them that ruined me. The business

itself is a good and profitable one, with Capital

there is no better in Canada . . . .
Gunn was a manufacturer at heart, in an age when the smart money
was in land speculation and other deals that might have been
equally risky, but promised unequally big rewards. Gunn saw the
opportunity in manufacturing machinery, but couldn't sell his
vision to sufficient others to make‘it come true for hiﬁ in the

1850s.



Tentative List of Locomotives built by Gunn

note: serial numbers are unofficial, but begin with 13 as it is

generally believed that Gunn continued the Kinmond works numbers.

13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2]

22

23

24

25

26

27

Grand Trunk Ry. 168, "Ham" Apr. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 169, "Shem" Apr. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 170 "Japeth" Apr., 1857 4—4—0_ 15x21, 66
weight: 59,600 1lbs. All three withdrawn by 1874
Great Western Ry. 87 "Achilles" Aug. 1857 0-6-0 lo6x22, 60
Great Western Ry. 88 "Bacchus" Sep. 1857 0-6-0 16x22, 60
. rebuilt 4-4-0 by 1860; renumbered 1862: 56, 57;
rebuilt 1870; withdrawn by 1873
Grand Trunk Ry. 195 Nov. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 196 Nov. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66

weight: 59,600 lbs. withdrawn by 1874

Grana Trunk Ry. 197 Mar. 1858 4-4-0 155%21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 198 Mar. 1858 4-4-0 153:x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 199 7 ‘May 1858 4-4-0 153x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 200 July 1858 4-4-0" 153x21, 66
Grand Trunk Ry. 201 July 1858 4-4-0 15:x21, 60

weight: 59,600 1lbs. all withdrawn by 1874

Montreal & Bytown 2 "Grenville" 8/1858 4-4-0 12x18, 57
rigid frame {(no truck), 20 tons, withdrawn 1910 (sc.'14)

Welland Ry. 4 "Erie" Mar. 1859 4-4-0 153x24, 66
1860 re-named "Amazon." withdrawn by 1873

Grand Trunk Ry. 202 Sep. 1858 4-4-0 154x21, 60

weight: 59,600 lbs. withdrawn by 1874
Grand Trunk Ry. 212 May 1860 4-4-0 15x21, 66

weight: 49,600 lbs. withdrawn by 1874



Principal Source: William D. Edson with Raymond F. Corley,

"Locomotives of the Grand Trunk Railway," Railroad History 147,

Autumn 1982, pp. 42-183.

Board of Railway Commissioners of Canada; Report of Samuel

Keefer, Esg.; Inspector of Railways, for the years 1859 and 1860.

Robert R. Brown, "Early Canadian Rolling Stock," Réii%ay'énd

Locomotive Historical Society Bulletin No. 56, October 1941, pp.

30-54.,

The Francis Shanly papers, Provincial Archives of Ontario, refer

to 16, 17, 26.
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Footnotes — "A Thorough Man of Business": Daniel Gunn

1 Acknowledgement - I am very grateful to the generous help
and sharing of information on Daniel Gunn given by Mr. Don
Oliphant of Hamilton. " Gunn's biograpﬁical data may be found in

the article, "Daniel Charles Gunn," Dictionary of Hamilton

Biography, T. M. Bailey, ed. (Hamilton, 1981), vol. I, pp.

88-89. Hereafter cited as Dict.Ham.Biog.

2 Daniel Gunn diaries for 1870-75, entry 1 Jan. 1874.
Hereafter cited as "Gunn diaries.” These diaries dare in the
possession of Gunn's great-grand-daughter, Mrs. Margaret Ambrose
of Hamilton, who most generously permitted me to eiaﬁiﬁe them
through her nephew John Evans. I am indebted to them both for
this coiirtesy.

3 Hamilton Public Library, Special Collections, John Yougg
Papers, pp. 181-183, Gunn to John Young, 17 Jan. 1861.  Hereafter

cited as HPL, Young Papers.’

4 Dict.Ham.Bicg., loc. cit.
5 "Michael Wilson Browne," Dict.Ham.Biog., I, p. 28.
6 "D, - C. “Gunn,"- Dict.Ham.Biogi; “ Don"Oliphant} "The' Man Who

Built Locomotives," Hamilton Spectator, 15 Jan. 1977.

7 Upper Canada, Queen's Bench Reports, vol. 10, U.C.R. 461,

Gunn v. Dickson, Playter, Elgie & Bell.
8 Public Archives of Ontario [hereafter cited as PAO], Jasper
Tough Gilkison papers, printed "Address of the Directors of the
Great Western Rail Road . . . Meeting . . ."

PAO, 1851 Canada West Census, microfilm reel C-989, f. 91.
10 Public Archives %é Canada [hereafter cited as PAC], MG 24, D

16, Buchanan Papers, vol. 5, Gunn to C. J. Brydges, 9 August

1853, pp. 2832-2834.
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11 HPL, Special Collections, microfilm reel #1l. This reel
contains copies of Hamilton city directories from 1853 to 1869.
12 - pac, MG 24; D 16, Buchanan Papers, pp. 2832-2839.

13 1bid., 2832-2834.

14" -1bid., 2835.

15 ipid., 2837,

16  1bid., 2837-2839.

L7 “Fpili, 2839,

18 Notice, for_example, Gunn's advertisement in The Globe,
Toronto, 2 Jan. 1857 (and other dates), offering locomotives,
high pressure engines, boilers, and "a great variety of articles
suitable for Stationafy Engines, Saw, Grist, and Piéning Mills,"
using thié_néme for his business.

19  Michael B. Katz, The People of Hamilton, Canada West: Family

and Class in a Mid-Nineteenth Century City (Cambridge, Mass.,

1975), p. 196; Bryan D. Palmer, A Culture in Conflict: Skilled

Workers and Industrial Capitalism in Hamilton, Ontario, 1860-1914

(Montreal, 1979), p. 14; "James Williams," Dict.Ham.Biog.

20 Abstract entries for Lot 10, Concession 1, Barton
Municipality, fol. 40, in Land Registry Office, Registry Division
of Wentworth, Hamilton, Hereafter cited as "Land Registry
Records, Wentworth County."

21 Note a contemporary map of Hamilton showing "Gunn's

Locomotive Works." Hamilton, C.W., drawn by G. S. Rice,

lithographed fby Endicott & Co., N.Y., 1859. There is a copy in
the HPL Special Collections.

22 papo, Gilkison papers, undated clipping from Hamilton
Spectator reporting meeting held 11 June 1855.

23 The coﬁtemporary R. G. Dun & Co. credit reports on Gunn are

gquoted by Katz, op.cit., pp. 196.and 199, and by Palmer, op.cit.

I have not been able to see the originals.



24 Land Registry Records, Wentworth County.

25 HPL, Young Papers, pp. 2042-3, 2080, 2084, 3004, 3011-12,
3014, 3017-18,:.3021-26.

26-- 1bid.; pp. 105-107, 3017-3018.

27 - 1bid., p. 3014,

28  Hamilton Spectator, 17 Nov. 1858 and following dates.

29 Rate, Op.cite, p. 199.-" %

30 The late Robert R. Brown quoted a number of letters from a
Daniel Gunn letterbook or letterbooks which he saw while writing
his article, "Canadian Locomotive Builders, Part II - Dan. C.
Gunn, Hamilton, 1857-60," Canadian Railway Historical
Association, Bulletin, ¢. Jan. 1954. " Diligent searching for six
years has not located. the originals, but I have confirmed two of
his letters from other collections in the PAC and PAO, and so
believe that he did see an authentic letterbook. This letter,
Gunn to Allan MacNab,

31 Daily Globe, Toronto, ad. running 24 Sept. 1856 through

December.

32 HPL, Special Collections, microfilm city directories, 1856

edition.

(33 Ibid., 1858 edition.
34 R. G. Dun & Co. credit reports, quoted Katz, op.cit., p.

1893

35 pac, RG 30, vol. 1002, Grand Trunk Ry., Minute Book, London
Board, pp. 388-9, due to "urgent need for locomotives™ authorized
the Canadian Board to see if locomotives were available from
firms in Canada and the U.S.A., 4 Feb. 1857, Provincial

Parliament of Canada, 1857, Sessional Papers, vol. 15, appendix

6, notes Grand Trunk Ry. estimates 30 freight engines at £2,500

each needed to complete its works. The Kingston, Ont., Daily
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News, 3 and 4 June 1857, editorials "Canadian Locomotives and the
Grand Trunk," refers to a public advertisement by the G.T.Ry.
inviting tenders for 12 locomotives and rumors that the contract
is to be given to a U.S. firm.

36 PAC, RG 30, vol., 1000, Grand Trunk Ry., Minute Book No. 1,
Canadian Board, p. 167, 30 Oct. 1857.

37" xbid., Pa’ 169, 25 Nov. 1B57.

38  1pid., p. 167. See RG 30, vol. 1002, p. 101 (5 Sept. 1854);
vol. 1003, pp. 122-130, 272, 295, 301-2, 307, and 309 for rather
more sympathetic treatment of British locomotive builders by the
London Board during 1860-61.

39 ' ypper Canada, Queen's Bench Reports, vol. 20, U.C.R. 60

Burton et al. v. Bellhouse; and vol. 20, U.C.R. 555, Bellhouse
v. Gunn.

40 Grand Trunk Ry. records show dates locomotives went into
service. See W. D. Edson and R. F. Corley, "Locomotives of the

Grand Trunk," Railroad History 147, Autumn 1982, passim. These

are not necessarily the date when locomotives were manufactured,
especially if there were problems of payment, shipping, or
manufacture. The Hamilton Spectator, 12 Nov. 1856, reports
"Shem" completed.

41  Hamilton Spectator, 12 Nov. 1856; Kingston, Ont., Daily
News, 22 Nov. 1856 and 2 Dec. 1856.

42 R. R. Brown, "Canadian Locomotive Builders," op.cit. See
also Eaton letter cited in next footnote.

43 PAO, Francis Shanly Papers, MU 2748, Box 81, Series A:
Rich. Eaton to F. Shandly (sic), 25 March 1859.

44 Richard Eaton, b. England (?, date unknown), Locomotive

Supt. of the G.W.Ry., 1858-62; of the Grand Trunk Ry., 1lB62-72;
d. Montreal 29 Aug. 1878; was issued 9 patents by the Province

and then Dominion of Canada between 1859-1877.
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[Welland Ry.] £130.9.6 for "putting new malleable iron

———=(illegible)", certified correct by F. Shanly. The article on

Shanly in Dict.Ham.Biog. mentions his G.W.Ry. land surveys.

59 PAO, F. Shanly Papers, MU 2748, Box 81, Series A, A. Wilson,
Loco. Foreman, to F. Shanly, Chief Engineer, 3 Feb. 1859. Wilson
gives the dimensions of the two Gunn engines examined as if they
were identical, although the printed reports give them slightly
different dimensions. Wilson reported inside cylinders (as on
all of Gunn's locomotives - this made it too costly to convert
them when the owner railways converted to standard gauge in the
early 1870s) 15i" diam. x 21" stroke; cast [iron] driving wheels,
wrought [iron] tyres, 66" diam.; driving axles 63" diam. at
bearings; truck wheels 33" diam.; boiler 10' 9" long x b gan
diam. with 160 tubes, 1 7/8" diam.; firebox 3'8" x 3'8" x 4'7"
height above fire bars; heating surface total 953 sq. ft.; tender

tank capy. 1600 gals.

60 PAO, Board of Railway Commissioners of Canada; Report of

Samuel Keefer, Inspector of Railways, Canada, for 1860, p. 185,

6l Statutes of Canada, 1847, 10-11 Vict., cap. 84.

62  Ipid., 1853, 16 Vict., cap. 1l2.

63 Hamilton Spectator, 17 Nov. 1858, running until 24 March
1859, The wording of some passages in this advertisement
suggests that Daniel Gunn was their author.

64 See Dict.Ham.Biog. entries for Gunn's fellow promoters such

as Alfred Booker, Colin Ferrie, Jasper Gilkison, Richard Juson,
Archibald Kerr, the MacNab brothers, John Young, and others.

Note the suggestion that Ferrie, chairman of the Burlington Bay
Dock and Shipbuilding Co. (and first mayor of Hamilton in 1847)

apparently used bank funds for his private land speculations;

notice also the account of Allan MacNab's land and business

dealings.
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65 HPL, Young Papers, Burton, Sadlier & Bruce to Young, 1 Aug.
1861, pp. 3030-3031.

66 E.M., "Locomotives in Canada," The Engineer, 16 March 1860,

p. 173, referring to "Canadian-Built Locomotives," The Engineer,

9 March 1860, p. 155. The Engineer has a description of "The

'Canada Works' at Birkenhead," 22 Nov. 1861, p. 309.

67 HPL, microfilm city directories, 1858 ed.

/68  John H. White, A Short History of American Locomotive

Builders in the Steam Era (Washington, 1982), p. 9.

69 HPL, Young Papers, James McIntyre to Young, 11 Oct. 1860,
pp. 1512-1519.

70 1pid., Gunn to Young, 17 Jan. 1861, pp. 181-183.

71 1bid., Gunn to Young, 24 June 1871, pp. 184-187, from

Oswego, "I have now been here a week transferred from Sarnia . .

72 Ibid., James McIntyre to Young, 6 Dec. 1860, tells him about
death and funeral of Alfred Gunn (the eldest son); Gunn to Young,
17 Jan. 1861, pp. 181-183, acknowledges condolences on death of
Gunn's mother, now his son Alfred: "poor fellow he died quite
contented and happy feeling that he was going to a better world,
where he would meet his dear Mother & sister . . . the little
Boys and Myself miss him very much . . ."

73 Gunn diaries, 15 Oct. 1870 (and funeral 18 Oct. 1870).

74 Gunn diaries, many entries, e.g. 21 May 1870, leaving Oswego
by ship to Port Dalhousie to seek work in Toronto, Hamilton, and
if unsuccessful, to Buffalo, Cleveland, and Duluth. He tried
shipping, insurance, selling newspaper subscriptions, dealing in

tea and coffee, agencies for various firms, managing in a bank,

dealing ‘in grain, etc.

15 PAC, John A. Macdonald Papers, Letter Book 6, p. 74; 7, pp.

365-6; 11, pp. 496 and 538; and vol. 243A/244, pp. 109453-4,
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76 Gunn diaries, 2, 3, and 9 May 1870: ™. . . no-chance for
wardenship of Kingston Penitentiary, hardly expected there would
be but thought I might as well ask for it as it kept me before my
friends."
77  Gunn diaries, various entries, esp. 10 March 1870, 29 March
1870, 31 March 1870, 20 April 1870 for direct gquotations here,
78 Ralph Leeming Gunn (26 Dec. 1846 - 3 Oct. 1918), at that
time a clerk in the Great Western Ry. audit dept., but shortly
afterwards a partner in a Hamilton firm of chartered
accountants. See HPL, microfilm city directories; Gunn family
monuments, Christ Church Cathedral cemetery.
79 Don Oliphant, op.cit.; Hamilton Spectator, 2 Feb. 1865, and
9 Aug. 1865,

80 "Robert Russell Waddell," Dict.Ham.Biog., I, 207.

8l  pon Oliphant, op.cit. I am grateful to Mr. Oliphant for
taking me to the site and showing me the building.

82 Gunn diaries, 1 Jan. 1874; 22 July 1875.

83 Samuel Keefer report, op.cit., pp. 168-177.

84 HPL, Young Papers, Gunn to Young, 17 Jan. 1861, pp. 181-183.
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Ts It pussibiy that ivng winter
months are coming tn a viode, and that
the vimal days of spring huie relurn-
ed, with thelr milder atmosphers, bud-
ding trees, ‘the-city gardener's bulbs In
the parks peeblnz up through the froz-
en’earth (o catch 4 gleam of sunshine.
and the chirpy roning twittering thelr
song of d?'light that for the next few
Jnouths at least .e lady of the Snows
1l he on her begt hehavior and make

18 dear u.d town once more & deair-
ahle pilace 1n whirr (o live? The old
stagers will remember the luong ago
when It was winter far three-fourths of
the year even in Western ("unuda, and
the other few weeks or muonlhs were
Jdivided bhetween spring aml autumn,
with a few warm days sandwiched In
tn make them believa thal summer
had come. Probably we didn't feel the
cold in our ywuth iJke we do now that
the years have coimne upon us: for ¥ou
remember the sleigh rides when the
thermometer had dropped down to al-
mont MManitobn depths and your nose
and ears~would tingle. Ah! these bap-
py days of ¥outh that huve passed for-
«ver; we can ooly realize them aes a
drearm, o~ lLiva them over again in
watching the enjoyment aof the young
with whom weo come In daliy con-
tact. But It {a not tn be ali sunshine
vet, f.r the closing ‘days of March,
with Its cold winds and occasional
wutbursts of temper, and Aprll, with
its tears tn brighten nwo the arass and
bring life intp-the hulbathat have heen
snuggling down 'in mother earth dur-
ing 4hea long winter months, are belng
heard frnm. The weather in ahnul as
‘hangeable as 18 our -humanlity, and
while we may ha able 1o enntrol our
awn actliong, R IS a4 hiessing that we
tan have no hand in nhaph},g the sea-
wons. It i85 a grand ald wnorld which
hias Lean given to Ua Ar & herltage, and
it 48 up tn us o make it Mbright, not
nly for enrseives, hut for Lhose with
Jom we come In dally. contact., Tt
..as been a ‘hard winter far thnses whn
have not Been prepared for (t. After

Calonel Bortram, of Domldas, who |s
now livirys Montreal, feeld su muarh
Hterest 1n the  anclent  histury  of
Hamiltun_thur lg .persunded Jumes
Connell write s0Min reminiscengrs
e( the long ugw when Hamilign had its

tr

locimmulive works and hullt  Ehem.
Ham and Jsphet. three locomolives
fur the Urent VWestern rdallway, Lafer
jBacchus and Achilles  were built.

| Probubly tiese five were the flrst
ilucumutives Lbullt in Caneds, aithough
;Mr. Connell speahs of u smuell shop
.In Toronto that bLulit one or twe
ilucomotivea ubuut the wumd tlme. D.
! C. Gunn had a small engine shup down
at the fout of WWentwurth atreet be-
fore the Great Western road waB
bullt, and, having more umbition than
cupitul, he started In to bulld ruflway
locomaotives, ns thers waa nu shop of
that kind in Canuda at that time. He
bulk some twelve or flfteen engines.
but as hig plant-was not squal tb the
work required [t dld nut prove praofit-
eble. Mr. Connell wus foreman of
the worka, and us hls lleutenants he
had a number uf very ubie machinlata.
The panle of 1857 came rweeping over
Canada as wvll as the 17nited Statea.
and as there Wwas nu prulective duty
in those days to help the Infant In-
dustry_Alr. Gunn had to close dowTn
losing about everything he had Invest-
ed as well as the labor of years, Like
an henest man, Mr. GunnJprotected
the men who worked for” him, and
every one got to the last cent- what
w24 coming 1> him. Those ware dar

days ‘n Hamllton as well aa everywHeTs
in Canada. The lttle flurry of the
past winter 18 not to be compared
with what the workmen of Tearty—sic—|
1y years ago had to pasa through. ].\'at
many of the cld-timers who were born
In the early fiftles, when tha Great
Western rallway was bullt, are lving
now, but the few who are left will
remenrtber the men named bdy Mr.
Connell In his brief, but very inter-
esting reminiscence.

Montreal, Marfh 11, 1914

Mr. PRutler, editor turday Mus-
Ings, Hamliton .Specta

1 am enclneing’ you a letter “from
Mr. James Connell. of Kline~ton, Ont.
and f~r Unur Information would state
that AMr. Connell was foreman In hur
works at ‘Dundaa for over thirty
years. Since hls retirement ha has
llved in Klngatod, where hle son, Dr.
J. C. Connell, dean of Queen's uni-

€6 7’) ‘

¥OR COLDS, INFLUENZA,
COUGHS, BORE THROAT

One dnge of Humphreya' “peventy-
seven' taken at the flrst sneeze  oOT
shlver. at the first feellng of having
taken Cold, ls worth & duzen™ duses
taken, after your bones begin to
ache, after the Cold runa into Urip,
becomes stubborn-rad Mengs  on—
when it may lag longer to break up

Plcasant pel{ets, ready to t;j:e,
handy to-carry, two alzes, 25c. and
81.00—nt all drug stures or malled.

homplzerys' Homao.  Xedlcina Co.,

165 Willlam struet. New York.——Adver-
tisement S

e

than I.
ago.
. L. Kinmond wus superintend-
ent. He went around !n u fine black
coat and wilk hat. Peter Thornton
was foreman In the, erecting shop.
Ells cuat was alwdys olf, and he was
among the mon, Wm. Lauder was in
charge of the lathes and - rated one
nimself, a plan I found, In later years,
was no: commendabls. Alex. Burans
looked nfter the .boller shop and al-
ways helped with the flunging, all
hammer work at that time. 1 well
remember ona of the men, James
Black, a real true eample of & Becoteh-
man. I heard he was boller {nspector
on tha G, T. R. for many years, and
I'em sure the bollers were quits safe
In his hands, for if any one viclated
a rule they might be sure there would
be something doing. 8andy Cunning-
bham looked after tha tendar depart-
megt. and worked the same as the
other men. Teorge Ecwards worked
a lathe llkas myself, and we were bed-
fellows faor & time. All those men
were excellemt—workmen, but a llttle

That wes fifty-slght yeara

Lbit slower than the average Canadlan.

In reférence to the three enginea I
mentioned. They were all named in
those days, the numbering hanving not
yet started, Shem, Ham and Japheth.

The next twn that came yout were
named Ackilles and Bacc That
name wasd quite appropriat as all

tbose men 1 have mentioned could
take a lttle drop. A 8cotsman in
those days was considered no good 1f
he cnuld not.

Thers has been a trrmendouschange
in the design of tha Incomotive. They
were mosat.y inside cylinders at that
time, and you know what it meant to
flnish the cranka with only & rom-
wpound rert warked with a ratchet from
an overhead shaft. Jt was a long
job, but we thought it was all right,
as we did not know of any better, Six

versity, {8 now lUving. ooss

When In Klngston Elm other day 1
called upon my foreman and had s
converaation about hias early histary.
Fhe encloaad Ietter la a production
from him, which I thought would be

several vearm of prosperity for tle in-

weeks waa considered gnod time to
gat out nne engine. Fifteen was the
total output. That nmumber would not
kedp going Alx weeks in Kingston.

One reason for the stoppage of the

of Interest to you, and that might|works was a commercial depression,

temntation at 1hat time

of-date, of course
QOne thing 1 cusht to mentlon {p the
angine frames wera boller plats, with
Y to 4-lnah cak between, clusely riv-
eted, It mpde m atrong job, but would
duo te-day. ‘They dld not have a
mniling shop, the taatings helng fin-
lahed by Flalier & MecQuesten; later

rls. T think.
Thate ware a faw leoamotives built
It Tormmte a lUttla earilar than the
tlms T mentiuned lu Ilamlilton. Jumes

somawhere. Tt wus Io 1863, T think,
that he bullt one which waa vsed (n
haullng the first Togular train in the
province, the trip belng made on May
18, 1853, Mr. Good turned out & few
more efter that. The mames I re:
memhar were: ﬁlmculzﬂ‘erculaa. Bam-
won, Qadrge Teatty And Cumberland.
The two latter were. t'ed to draw the
royal traln when the Tringe of Wales,
the late Khip Baward, visit’ Canada
in 1860. However, the busineas becama

(Jaod had w shep un Sherbourne street

L A, & I, Bawye-| nuw Mawsey-Har- 2

a lost art previous to 1860 by tha twa
shops 1 mentlon.

By 1trfls time lots of englnes
coming {n from the 1'nited States, and
were & much detter luaklng article
with e great deal of poHshing. bLrass
mountinga and  outslde cylinders.
“ame were alav com!ng from Emgland.
f'T}?th men tu run them. Some of the
names 1 remember were: George
Stephanson, Dikmond, Ruby FEmerald.
Sapphire, Castur, .Pollux—the twu lat-
ter were heavy englnea for freight. I
saw them pass the shop every day and
in this way remembered the names.
They went so slow in those daya that
Do one 'was eVer run over.

The Baochus and Achllles wers on
the road between Hamilton and the
Niggara Falls Bridge, then the Great
Western. We could always tell when
these two engines were coming, by the
whistle, The boys wers aure to be on
the look-out. One would #ay. "I bored
the cfrll.ndera:" apnothsr would clalm
the connecting rode, and the writer
could awear to the crank plns. whistle
and bell .

They had no system, whatever, =n
standard gauges, no time cards. Timr
was no obfect; In fact, If one got drv
on & warm day, thers wasg a hntel at
the gate, and 4t wag quite safe to silp
out any time. I know it wa4 a dally,
custorn because I boarded at lpc place
untll I found a fbetter one. 1 could
relate sorme queer doinga at that time,
whisky was only fifty cents a gallon;
but I won’t say any more on that sub-
Ject.

_In speakinzg of William [auder,
bud three gons, Willlam, David and
Fergie, and I belleve they moved ty
Momtreal., T well rememnbsr thers wns
a small creek near Barton and Went-
worth street, wa had to rress on.a
plank to reach the ‘house. All that
part of the clty in thoso days was
cemmnna,  with cattla feeding. wa
wore A Tough lot af Seatemen: bt
no matter what the cnndut waas. (Jur-
ing thae wecl, they were always in the
kirk on Bunday. There was a sawmall
fruma churrh tear the shap. [ was
Sunday aclhinol superintenden’, sesalon
clerk and, treasurer. Tlhe minfuter'y
namo was Magon, end a flne fallow,

were

he

.{We paid him all the colleotian, which

was -not much. T was under greut
Fverywhere
I mwent the whisky was there, hut 1

never once ylelded to temptation, and

Mo
hla
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has bern given to ua

it 08 UD th U5 9 MAuo 4 wawin, i
only fa? atirselves, hut for'thnse with

wWhom we eonmm 5F daliv contact., Tt
has been a hard winter far thnes who
have nnt been prapared for It.  After
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¥Y U AU DUURNWUIL LUA oLtner ady 1
called upon my foreman and had a
conversation about his early higtory.
Fhe encloard ietter 1sa a production
from him, which T thought would bhe
of Interest to Fyou, and that might

I[gat_ cut ooe er;gine. Fifteen was the
tolal output. That number would not
kedp golng Rrix weeks In Kingston.
One reason for the stoppage of the
works was a commercial depressien,

several :.arr of prosperity for tle in-

" ONE OF THE FTRST LOCOMOTIVES BUILT IV HAMIITON

dustries of the «cily, the bottom |aid you (n a write-up In the Spectator
seemed to drop out of everything, and|regarding the early history of loco-
the factories that couid not find hours|motive manuaracture in thosa Years.

rnough in the twenty-four to keep
men and machinery busy had suddenl

Bincw I have received this letter T
have met 2 number of the sons of

te come to a hall, sherzening up the |the men mentioned in this correspan-

hours of empioyiment, and even cutl- I dence here In Montreal.
ting off one or twn davs in the week !they arg all dolng well,
tresides. The homes that were not pre- jate the stalements made

pared for the sudden rhange have had
a hard Ume of it; and even those whao
had a balance in the savings bank tc
fall back upon have had tn gee it
vindilng 'ess and lrss‘s the weeks
g by. ' Let’us hope that with the
returfi’ of spring new iife May come
te the Tactories and workshops and
that -the wheels of industry oay hum
as cheerfu.fly_ as ever These hard
times lessons seem to lLr needed per-
jodkcally to stralghten things out and
teach us that the sun uf prosperity
ops behind a cloud now and Lhen.

This Is the season of the year when
the rural schuol directors advertise for
teachers for country schaula. They ex-
pect the pedagogues tn huve first—lusa

. cartificates, for which the directors of-
for the liberal salury ranging hp‘from
3400 a year tv $700. What an indnce-
ment {o2 young men and younz women

—tw spend years {n qualitying themaelvey

or the high and responstble position
jnirg the intellects and the mor-
future fathers and muothers
af Canada! Humilton pays ‘s siree-
Gmboram'morp money for a dax’'a work
when employved than iz offerrd an ed-
ucated. younz man or Waman (o Wewr
thetr lives oul In o s-houl-room. Thll'
chauffeurs awho deive the motor cars in
our streets would nol think of accept-
ing §% a month to run w car. 11

is

—=Ret—very encouraging fur one 1o ac-

%

..fqire an education to become u teacher
when braims are ‘below par compared
with untutored muscle. The country

".. sthoal ditec{ar seems Lo havedut little

. appreciation of the people ‘to whom he

enirusts the mental troinlng of

children: end If ke can only save a
Httle on the schoal tax he does not
botrer his bead how the teacher has
&' lUve Tt is not much better in the
Yowns and citles. though ns a general
thing gchool directors &Té micre liberal
i%-the mattdr of 4nlaries than are their
soumtry cousins. _ Muscuiar labor, can
vrganizetrade—umiany to beltes Its coi:-
tion - hiy"moedest braina ‘has ta~run
s en ‘

—F!q‘_:wrr-chw_ﬁe-tir-bwn_——_r—--

In most cases
and corrobor-
by Mr. Con-
nell to myself. I might state that he
18 now In goud hea'th at the age of
8. and his recollection of events is
clear and enrrect eSs  regards the
names and dates. Rhould You require
any further detail 1T think probably T
¢nuld lovk it up-for you. This Ig -
matter, of history, and probably athers
In the city could freshen your mem-
ory. OUne gentleman T have [n mind
Is Mr. W: A. Robinson, who, I be-
lieve, was superintendent af the old
Great Western shops.
ALEX: HERTRAM.

. Kingston, Ont., e, 4, 1814,
Lieut. Col. A. Bertram: ,

Deur Jlr:  After we lovked through
the locomaotive works in Kingston, on
your recent visit, 1 was very farcibly
reminded of the byllding of the firat
=ngines in 1nida, ¢ur attention
was called tooa o siman loromntives
under way, for the nse ol euntraclors
in ecamstruction work. and they scem-
od to be alwot the siume dimeusions
as the firzt lswcvinotives hullt in van-

wda, in which | hed a hind in Luild-
ing.  This tuuk plyee away lamek In
1%53 aad 1338, ul the ot of Went-

worflh street. Jlamilton, Oont., in a
ljns: ene-stury buildine, ownegd by D.
', Gunn. I was [urtunate +In | got-
ting my first job in Canada with him,
as he wius  jual mar'liu';: up, having
three engines under way,

1 took netire that the whole plant
was old und badly used up, hat later
I found out that it was the whole out-
fit of a shap In Dundee, $cotland,
moat'of which was poor. Some of the
lathes had wouoden lLeds:and hand

[compound, rests, one of which fell to

my lot to work. What a contrast,
coming from the  best tool shops-img
Scotland! If 1 were to tell ‘you that
I-was ndt Bomesick, it would be o lie.
Howayer. L Bot over thul disease i3
a few months. e

Along " with the plant trom DRRS
dee, came 2 lot of men, mostly ﬁm-

men for ali the differbit . dp
ments. [ can name themr du,

ance And take whatever the d ‘1

must huve u‘l}_llnsnegi_
‘Ume, s they are 2l

much [.the #ame as exists at present,
and want of capital I£ I am not mia-
taken, the bank tonk over the "last
two or thres engines that were fln-
Ished. We all got our wages, but to-
ward the end we had to walt
weeks on more than one occaslon for
our wages. It looked to me ag though
the bank advanced the money as soon
as the engines were completed. s,
no one grumbled; but {t was a lot of
money when we got it. That would
not work to-day. The average Wage a
good machinist got was 31507 & very
few would go as high ag $2 per day
(ten hours). But on the other hand, 1
have bought a pair of boots and a
pair of overalls for $3, and everything
else in proportion.

I might give you one more reason for
the stoppage of the concern—Inferior
work. You have sufficient ~know[ed.§e
to Infer from the sort of plant they
had what the work would he ke, I
know what came through my fhands
then would not pass now.

What & contrast thers is (o-day!
When I Jook Into thé works ip King-
ston and see how the aame work is
{inished now, and each time | notice
some new device dor invressing the
[oatput, many of which are furnished
hy your firm at Dundas, and some
which [he writer took part in con-
atrucriog.  You furnished touls to the
Kingston locumotive works forty
agn. I~trled to fInd som

they had gone to the
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attle feeding. Wa
of Seatsmen; by
‘@ onndust waa, ddyr-

Ing the weel, they were always in (he
kirk on Bunday. There was 4 swmall
frams church mear the xhop, T pas
Sunday grling] superintendenr, aession
cletk wmnd, treasurer, Thre minister’s
nName Was Mason, end a flne fellow.
We paid him ell the collestion, which
was -not much. T was under greut
itemptation et that rimn. Fverywhere
T mvent the whisky was there, hyt 1
never onca yielded o temptatinn, and
wag called & mean Fucker hecause |
would nat gn up 4o the bar.

T have given you n fair idea. aof haw |
™o did Wwork at that tma and com-
npare it with tha methods of tn-day
O enurse,” It has taken over half a
century tn bring It about, and T would
nat ventura to say what the next firry
rears wlill do. but eepta
will play But
tako the place of
the heavy locomotives of the present
day is doubrful

JAMES CONNALL
HAMILTON CONSERVATORY OF
MTSIC
Wednesday, A.pri.l 15, marks
2losing of the spring term ang
management ang -fﬁcuily have every
reason to Me satisfled with the
terddnee and 'Benerel interest shown,
The Easter vacation commences (el
Friday extending to Tuesday morning.

the
the

at-

when the regular teaching will ho re-

sumed. February ang March proved
to e very ful] manths Tar the recitnl
hall—patrona expressing their

Proval and pleasure at thes chans
and improvements inade In thar
\partment. The faculty and rhanage-
ment look forward 1y A gnod summnier
term and trust that all students con-
templating entering the schnol for thiy

e

term may regigter Promptly,

BIG DIAMOND DEAL

: e
British Firm Bays 900,000 Carats at
Cost of Milllon Ponnds

Loudon, April 3.—A great diamuid
deal has just Leen completeq by L.
Bretmeyer and company, Lorndon, who
bought Germau South-west African
uncut dlamonds to'the amount’ of i -
000 curats for approximately £I,mme usi.
Other large firma In England and un
the continent have been competing for
which ure of moderalo
Ik would almost (il an

ordinury traveling trunk, They
be furwarded to England In pureels

Fpinbelled accurding 1o the size ol the
the other da¥, bot was. ig jpSiones.  Transactions of this kind
: “tlare curried OuL for the cost of the

astimated valuo of tha
mopnds. - One, In G
Africa,” in 1713, invulveq 12,000,100,
The #tomes, which are gold through
the government, are foand by the
shore, where Lhey mre knocked Into
shape by heavy winds -which cause

rough diu-
erman Houth-west

v FUCing - Numerous Inquiries are
made seeking some reliable recipo
forrel iz freckies. Last year very favar-

] were recefved from many who
ynercollzed wax during the frecl-
* The Wax Beems to possess un-
iroperties which completely absorbh

with no hgrmful effect. The
complexion Improves wonderfully, becoming
a5-80(t AM a rose petdl. and as dellcately
finisd  Gel an ounce of mercolized wax ot
ROy-druggisCs, spread a thin layer of it
over the entire face every night for awhile.
washlng this off in the morning. For
‘fough, spotty akin, sallowness, blackheads,
plmplés, and al} .hlemishes, this
treatrment wuprtior to 2oy Yer. - :

Springtime also brings wrinkies to many
gensitfve skins that sro much e ;. to
winds and changing temperatures. Tg a
halt pint witeh hazel add an ounce of pdw-
derrc.  saxollts, ‘vhith Auickly dizsolyves,

x § the effect on a

the sand lo rub againgt them. After
a gale they can Le found on the sur-
face. B

MORE ICE THAR FOR .50 YEARS

Sarnla; April 3.—According to’ the
oldest residents along the shore of
Lake Huron, theré s more lce—tr—tire
lnke new than has been seen at: this

senson of the yenr In the past half-
vencury.  The lakeé waa clear yrde
terdoy, oud u few hours later
whole luke was covered as far as ‘the
eve eould sce. —The lce.was from ten
to fourteen feel deep and grounded |
at thu mouth of the river, thus caus-
inga jam. The steainers Alpena and
Seranton.  which "sr-  now s hotween
nere und Alpena, mnv Mave n scevers

il

tUme'in gettihE tv tnis port, = e, -

L7

thel




what to do for a living . . ." - "I am almost driven to madness
by my various disappointments as to getting something to do . .
. I am ashamed to meet parties in the Street that I.O. a few $
to, I have disappointed them & broken promises so often . . ."
The most revealing of these entries is one he wrote for
April 7, 18703 . "« & s« @t various places about employment. HNo

shadow of a chardce. I really do not know how to occupy my time,

I feel so mortified to think that I, a thorough man of business,

able and willing to make myself useful can not get anything to do

through the influence of my numerous old friends in Canada and
here." [emphasis mine] Daniel Gunn was indeed a "thorough man
of business," with proven ability - but unlucky in the timing of
his biggest venture. In the summer of 1873 he gave up the
effort, retired at age 62, and returned to Hamilton to live with
his son.’8 Gunn died in 1876. His former factory was sold in
1863 to the Ontario Packing House, which processed pork in the
1860s.’? From 1885, a firm named Waddell and Carpenter moulded
sewer pipe in the building.80 The old stone building was still
standing in recent yvears, much disguised by modern siding
covering the original stone and brick.81

A mellowing Daniel Gunn in his last years recorded a
repeat trip on New Year's Day 1874: ". . . walked with Willie
[his young son] high up the Mountain and had a very fine view of
the City, a wonderful growth since I first saw it from the same
Hill in 1832." And a year before he died on 19 Sept. 1876, he
reports another trip, " . . . the day very fine, had a drive to
Lands' 01d Wharf & to the old Locomotive work shops, wonderfull
changes all around."82 His locomotives turned out to be as good

as or better than any others supplied to the Grand Trunk in the

1850s. The mileage figures supplied in Samuel Keefer's reports



provide a very interesting comparison. Gunn's locomotives
averaged more miles of service per month for the calendar year
1860 than those of any other Canadian supplier or than the

Birkenhead products, and their monthly average over their entire

Grand Trunk Ry. locomotive mileage®3 &

aver. monthly miles/loco: year 1860 service life

(to 31.XII.60)

12 Gunn-built locomotives 1524,46 1537.14
16 Kingston-built locomotives 1460.63 1127865
50 "Canada Works"-built loco.s 1435.24 1322.60
6 James Good-built locomotives 1095.88 669.58
10 Kinmond (Montreal)-built loco.s 760.19 896,14

So Daniel Gunn was probably right when he assessed his
experience to John Young in 186184
. « » There is one thing however that I would
prefer above all such work and that is that . . .
I had the Stock all taken and my workshops in
operation. Vessels and propellers are wanted as
well as all sorts of Engines & Machinery and from
what I made while the shops were working I know it
would be a profitable investment for stockholders
and of vast importance to the country and to
Hamilton in particular[;] but I should be very

sorry to start it again unless the premises and



tools were all paid for--it was the amount due and

falling due on them that ruined me. The business

itself is a good and profitable one, with Capital

there is no better in Canada . . . .
cunn was a manufacturer at heart, in an age when the smart money
was in land speculation and other deals that might have been
equally risky, but promised unequally big rewards. Gunn saw the
opportunity in manufacturing machinery, but couldn't sell his
vision to sufficient others to make it come true for him in the

1850s.
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Tentative List of Locomotives built by Gunn

note: serial numbers are unofficial, but begin with 13 as it is

generally believed that Gunn continued the Kinmond works numbers.

13 Grand Trunk Ry.. 168, "Ham" Apr. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66

14 Grand Trunk Ry. 169, "Sheﬁ“ Apr. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66

15 Grand Trunk Ry. 170 "Japeth" Apr. 1857 4-4-0 . 15x21, 66
weight: 59,600 lbs., All three withdrawn by 1874

16, Great Western Ry. 87 "Achilles" Aug. 1857 0-6-0 16x22, 60

17 Great Western Ry. 88 "Bacchus" Sep. 1857 0-6-0 16x22, 60
rebuilt 4-4-0 by 1860; renumbered 1862: 56, 57;
rebuilt 1870; withdrawn by 1873

18 Grand Trunk Ry. 195 Nov. 1857 4-4-0 15x21, 66

19 Grand Trunk Ry. 196 Nov. 1857 4-4-0 -15x21, 66

weight: 59,600 1lbs. withdrawn by 1874

20 Grand Trunk Ry. 197 Mar. 1858 4-4-0 153x21, 66
21 Grand Trunk Ry. 198 Mar. 1858 4-4-0 153:x21, 66
22 Grand Trunk Ry. 199 May 1858 4-4-0 154x21, 66
23 Grand Trunk Ry. 200 July 1858 4-4-0 153x21, 66
24 Grand Trunk Ry. 201 July 1858 4-4-0 153:x21, 60

weight: 59,600 lbs. all withdrawn by 1874

25 'Montreal & Bytown 2 "Grenville" 8,/1858 4-4-0 12x18, 57
rigid frame (no truck), 20 tons, withdrawn 1910(sc.'l4)

26 Welland Ry. 4 "Erie" Mar. 1859 4-4-0 153x24, 66
1860 re-named "Amazon." withdrawn by 1873

27 Grand Trunk Ry. 202 Sep. 1858 4-4-0 153x21, 60

weight: 59,600 lbs. withdrawn by 1874
Grand Trunk Ry. 212 May 1860 4-4-0 15x21, 66

weight: 49,600 1lbs. withdrawn by 1874



Principal Source: William D. Edson with Raymond F. Corley,

"Locomotives of the Grand Trunk Railway," Railroad History 147,

Autumn 1982, pp. 42-183.

Board of Railway CommisSioners of Canada; Report of Samuel

Keefer, Esg.; Inspector of Railways, for the years 1859 and 1860.

Robert R. Brown, "Early.Canadian Rolling Stock," Railway and

Locomotive Historical Society Bulletin No. 56, October 1941, pp.

30-54,

The Francis Shanly papers, Provincial Archives of Ontario, refer

Yo 16, Y7, 36,
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Footnotes - "A Thorough Man of Business": Daniel Gunn

1 Acknowledgement - I am very grateful to the generous help
and sharing of information on Daniel Gunn given by Mr. Don
Oliphant of Hamilton. Gunn's biographical data may be found in

the article, "Daniel Charles Gunn," Dictionary of Hamilton

Biography, T. M. Bailey, ed. (Hamilton, 1981), vol. I, pp.

88-89. Hereafter cited as Dict.Ham.Biog.

2 Daniel Gunn diaries for 1870-75, entry 1 Jan. 1874.
Hereafter cited as "Gunn diaries." These diaries are in the
possession of Gunn's great-grand-daughter, Mrs. Margaret Ambrose
of Hamilton, who most generously‘pérmitted me to examine them
through her nephew John Evans. I am indebted to them both for
this courtesy.

3 Hamilton Public Library, Special Collections, John Yougg
Papers, pp. 181-183, Gunn to John Young, 17 Jan. 1861 ‘ Heredfter

cited as HPL, Young Papers.

4 Dict.Ham.Biog., loc. cit.
5 "Michael Wilson Browne," Dict.Ham.Biog., I, p. 28.
6 "D. C. Gunn," Dict.Ham.Biog.; Don Oliphant, "The Man Who

Built Locomotives," Hamilton Spectator, 15 Jan. 1977.

7 Upper Canada, Queen's Bench Reports, vol. 10, U.C.R. 461,

Gunn v. Dickson, Playter, Elgie & Bell.
8 Public Archives of Ontario [hereaftér cited as PAO], Jasper
Tough Gilkison papers, printed "Address of the Directors of the
Great Western Rail Road . . . Meeting . . ."

PAO, 1851 Canada West Census, microfilm reel C-989, f£. 91.
10 Public Archives BfﬂCanada [hereafter cited as PAC], MG 24, D
16, Buchanan Papers, vol. 5, Gunn to C. J. Brydges, 9 August

1853, pp. 2832-2834.



11 HPL, Special Collections, microfilm reel #1l. This reel
contains copies of Hamilton city directories from 1853 to 1869.
12 pac, ‘MG 24, D 16, Buchanan Papers, pp. 2832-2839,

13 1bid., 2832-2834.

14 .71bid., 2835.

15 1bid., 2837.

16 - 1bid.; 2837-2839. - °

17 1Ipid., 2839.

18 Notice, for_example, Gunn's advertisement in The Globe,
Toronto, 2 Jan. 1857 (and other dates), offering loeomotives,
high pressure engines, boilers, and "a great variety of articles
suitable for StatiOnafy Engines, Saw, Grist, and Pienihg'Miils;"
using this name for his business.

18 Michael B. Katz, The People of Hamilton, Canada West: Family

and Class in a Mid-Nineteenth Century City (Cambridge, Mass.,

1975), p. 196; Bryan D. Palmer, A Culture in Conflict: Skilled

(Montreai,_l979), p. 14; "James Williams," Dict.Ham.Biog.

20 Abstract entries for Lot 10, Concession 1, Barton
Municipality, fol. 40, in Land Registry Office, Registry Division
of Wentworth, Hamilton. Hereafter cited as "Land Registry
Records, Wentworth County."

21 Note a contemporary map of Hamilton showing "Gunn's

Locomotive Works." Hamilton, C.W., drawn by G. S. Rice,

lithographed fby Endicott & Co., N.Y., 1859. There is a copy in
the HPL Special Collections.

22 PAO, Gilkison papers, undated clipping from Hamilton
Spectator reporting meeting held 11 June 1855.

23 The contemporary R. G. Dun & Co. credit reports on Gunn are
guoted by Katz, op.cit., pp. 196.and 199, and by Palmer, op.cit.

I have not been able to see the originals.



24  1,and Registry Records, Wentworth County.

25  HpL, Young Papers, pp. 2042-3, 2080, 2084, 3004, 3011-12,
3014, 3017-18, 3021-26.

26  1pid., pp. 105-107, 3017-3018.

27 - IBid.y pe 3014,

28 Hamilton Spectator, 17 Nov. 1858 and following dates.

29 “‘Ratz, opscit., p. 199. \
30 The late Robert R. Brown quoted a number of letters from a
Daniel Gunn letterbook or letterbooks which he saw while writing
his article, "Canadian Locomotive Builders, Part II - Dan. C.
Gunn, Hamilton, 1857-60," Canadian Railway Historical
Association, Bulletin, ¢. Jan. 1954, Diligent searching for six
years has not located. the originals, but I have confirmed two of
his letters from other collections in the PAC and PAO, énd SO
believe that he did see an authentic letterbook. This letter,
Gunn to Allan MacNab,

31 Daily Globe, Toronto, ad. running 24 Sept. 1856 through

December.

32 HPL, Special Collections, microfilm city directories, 1856

edition.

(33 Ibid., 1858 edition.
34 R. G. Dun & Co. credit reports, quoted Katz, op.cit., p.

199,

35  pac, RG 30, vol. 1002, Grand Trunk Ry., Minute Book, London
Board, pp. 388-9, due to "urgent need for locomotives" authorized
the Canadian Board to see if locomotives were available from
firms in Canada and the U.S.A., 4 Feb. 1857. Provincial

Parliament of Canada, 1857, Sessional Papers, vol. 15, appendix

6, notes Grand Trunk Ry. estimates 30 freight engines at £2,500

each needed to complete its works. The Kingston, Ont., Daily
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News, 3 and 4 June 1857, editorials "Canadian Locomotives and the
Grand Trunk," refers to a public advertisement by the G.T.Ry.
inviting tenders for 12 locomotives and rumors that the contract
is to be given to a U.S. firm.

36 PAC, RG 30, vol. 1000, Grand Trunk Ry., Minute Book No. 1y
Canadian Board, p. 167, 30 Oct. 1857.

37 . 1bidi, p. 169, 25 Nov. 1857.

38  1pid., p. 167. See RG 30, vol. 1002, p. 101 (5 Sept. 1854);
vol. 1003, .pp. 122-130, 272, -295,.301-2, 307, and 309 for rather
more sympathetic treatment of British locomotive builders by the
London Board during 1860-61.

39 Upper Canada, Queen's Bench'Reportst_vol. 20; WaCiRa 610

Burton et al. v. Bellhouse; and vol. 20, U.C.R. 555, Bellhouse
v. Gunn.

40 Grand Trunk Ry. records show dates locomotives went into
service. See W. D. Edson and R. F. Corley, "Locomotives of the

Grand Trunk," Railroad History 147, Autumn 1982, passim. These

are not necessarily the date when locomotives were manufactured,
especially if there were problems of payment, shipping, or
manufacture. The Hamilton Spectator, 12 Nov. 1856, reports
"Shem" completed.

41 Hamilton Spectator, 12 Nov. 1856; Kingston, Ont. , Dailly
' News, 22 Nov. 1856 and 2 Dec. 1856.

42 R. R. Brown, "Canadian Locomotive Builders," op.cit. See
also Eaton letter cited in next footnote.

43  pa0, Francis Shanly Papers, MU 2748, Box 81, Series A:
Rich. Eaton to F. Shandly (sic), 25 March 1859.

44 Richard Eaton, b. England (?, date unknown), Locomotive

Supt. of the G.W.Ry., 1858-62; of the Grand Trink Ry.; i862-72;
d. Montreal 29 Aug. 1878; was issued 9 patents by the Province

and then Dominion of Canada between 1859-1877.



45 W. Edson & R. Corley, op.cit.

46 R. R. Brown, "The Last Broad Gauge," Canadian Railroad

Historical Association Bulletin No. 18, Oct. 1954, p. 6.

47 R. R, Brown - Gunn letters, Gunn to unnamed supplier in
Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 1858.

48 HPL, microfilm city directories, analysis of 1858 ed.

49 R. G. Dun & Co« credit reports, quoted Katz, op.cit.; and
Palmer, op.cit.

50 Eéigi

51 "Locomotive Making," The Engineer (London), vol. 12, 22

Nov. 1861, pp. 315-316. "The money to pay the men is borrowed

from the banks and elsewhere, at from 7 to 10 per cent. per

annum, and the materials are purchased on credit at prices equal
’to the inclusion of 10 per cent. interest on their value."

52 Hamilton Spectator, 30 March 1859.

53 R. R. Brown letters - Gunn to W. Shanly, 4 Nov. 1858.

54 R. R. Brown, "Canadian Locomotive Builders," op.cit.

55 R. R. Brown letters - Gunn to John A. Macdonald, 16 Dec.

1858. The PAC's Macdonald papers do not include this letter but

do have five other letters to or from Gunn.

56 Dominion of Canada patent 39 issued 11 Sept. 1869,

"Kinmond's Safety Truck," specification and drawings signed by

W. L. Kinmond on 21 June 1869, Montreal.

57 R. R. Brown letters - Gunn to F. Shanly, 29 March 1859, The

original of this letter is in the PAO, F. Shanly Papers, Box 81,

Welland Ry., which also has another letter from Gunn on the same

subject, 8 April 1859,

58  pa0, F. Shanly Papers, MU 2707, A-42-c, Env. 1, contains an

invoice from Gunn, Locomotive Stm. Engine & Forge Works,

Hamilton, 2 Sept. 1856, to the Port Dalhousie & Thorold Ry.,



that the

iung winter

Is 1t possibiy
months are coming tn 4 ciose, and that
the vernal days of spring hase return-
ed, with thelr milder atmosphers, bud-
ding trees, ‘the-city gardener's bulbs In
the parks peeping up through the froz-
en’earth to catvh 3 gleam of sunshine,
and 1he chirpy roibing twittering thelr
~ong of delight that for the next few
nonthg at leuyt .o Lady of the Snows
~il he on her Lesgt bhehavior and make

18 dear o.d town once mors 8 desir-
ahle place :n vrhl-'!; to itve? The old
stagers will remember the long ago
when |t was winter for three-fourths of
the year aven in Wesatern (‘anada, and
the other few weeks or months Wwere
divided between spring aml autumn,
with a few warm days sandwiched !n
tn maje them believa thut summer
had come. Probably we didn't feel the
cold tn our vouth L}ka we do now that
the yeara have come upon us; fnr you
remember the aleigh rides when the
thermomster had dronned down to al-
most Manitobw deplhs and your nose
and earsywould tingle. Ah! those hap-
py daysa of youth that have passed for-
ever; we ¢An only realize them as a
dream, or liva them over again in
watching the enJoyment of the young

with whom we come In dally con-

*nlanel Bertram, of Duridrs, who ls
now livime in Maonteea!, feels sy muach
interest in the anclent  history  of

Hamilten_that. Ls .persuaded James
Connell o write sumn reminiscenges
of the long uygu when Hamiltop had its
locumutine wuorka and hbullt  Fhem.
Japhet. three locomolives
fur the Ureatr VWeatern tailway., Larsr
i Bacchus and  Achillles  were built.
Prubably these five were the flrac
clocumotives Luilt In Cuneds, although
Mr. Connell spsalts of o emall shop
. In Turonto that Lullt one or twe
ilucomotives ubuut the sumé time. D.
. Gunn had a small engine shop down
4t the fout of Wentwurth street be-
fore the Great W estern ruad  wus
built, and, having mure ambitlon than
capital, he started in to bulld rullway
lucomotives, ns therr war nu shop of
that kind in Canuadae at that time, He
built soms twelva or fifteen engines.
but as his plent-was not . _the
work required It did not prove profit-
able. Mr. Connell foreman of
the works, and us hls lientenants he
had a number uf very ebie machinlsta.
The panlc of 18‘57 came Rweerping over
Canada as wvll as the Ilnited Statea.
and as there was pu pruotective duty
in those days to help the Infant In-
dustry_ Mr. Gunn had to close dowt.
losing about everything he had invest~
ad as well aa the labor of years. Llke
an honest man, Mr. Gunn protected
the men who worked for him, and
every one got to the last cent what
waa coming (3 him. Thode were dark
days n Hamllton as well aa everywhers
in Cunada. The little flurry of the
past winter {8 not to be compared

Ham and

WHA

ty years ago had to pass through. 'Nor.
many of the old-timers who were borp
In the early fiftles, when the Great
Western rallway wea bullt, are living
now, but the few who are left will

tact. But It Is not to be ali sunshipe | fAmemrber the men named by Mr.
vet, fo- the closing days of March, | Connell In his brief, but very inter-
with Its cold winds and occasional | ®9ting reminiscence.

woutbursts of temper, and April, with
ils tears to brighten no the arass and
bring lifo 4ate-the bulba-that have heen
snuggling down in mother earth dur~
ing the long winter menths, are belng
heard from. The wenther in abnut as
‘haogeable as js our humanlty, and
while we may he able 1o ¢ootrol our
own actions, K Is a hisssing that wa
cvan have no hand in uhapix}g the sea-
wong, It i A grand nald swarld which
has _bem"l given 1o us as a herirage, and
it 8 up 1n ws to make it mright. -not
nly for ourselvea, hut for Lhose with

hom we come In dallv contact. Tt
a5 been A hard winter for thnse wha
have nnt Been prepared for It. After

- Montreal, Maréh 11, 1914

Mr. RBRutlaer, aditor turday Mus-
\ngs, Hamliton Spectat

I am enclnging’ you a letter From
Mr. James Connell, of King~ton, Ont..
and vour Information wnuld state
that AMir. Connell was foreman in bur
works at -Dundaa for over thirty
yearsg. Sinca his retiremant he has
lived in Kingston, where hls son, Dr.
J. C. Connell, dean of Queen's uni-
versity, ia now lving agss-

When in Klngston 5"" other day 1
called upon my foreman and had a
converaation about his early higtary.
“Fhe eonclosed letter (8 A production
from him, which I thought would be

tnr

several veara of prosperity for tie In-

of Interest to you, and that might

than I,
AgO.
W. L. Kinmond wus superintend-
ent. He went around !n u fine black
coat wnd wilk hat.. IFeter Thornten
was forsman In the. erecting ashop.
Ells cuat was alweys oll, and he wes
among the men. Wm. Lauder was in
charge of the lathes and -~ rated aone
hlmself, o plan I found, in later years,
waa no: commendable. Alex. Burns
looked after the .boller shop and al-
ways helped with the flunging, all
hammer work at that time. 1 well
remember ons of the men, James
Black, a real true sample of a Bcoteh-
man. I heard he was boller inspector
on the G. T. R. for meany years, and
I-am sure the bollers wers quite safe
in his hands, for If any one viclated
a rule they might De sure there would
e something doing. #andy Cunning-
ham looked after the tender depart-
ment. end worked the same as the
other men. TGeorge Edwarde worked
a lathe llke myself, and we wers bed-
fellows for a time. All those men
were excellent—workmen., dbut a lttle

That was fifty-elght years

with what the workmen ofwmm thedvarags;Canadiag

In reference to the three engines I
mentioned. They were all named In
yet started. Shem, Ham and Japheth.
The next two that came yout
named Ackzilles and Baccl
namoe waa quite appropriat a8 all
those men I have mentloned could
take a little drop. A Scotsman In

ware

he could not,

In the denign of the locomotive. They
wera moaty Inelde cyllnders at

as we dld not know of any Pbetter. 8ix
weeka waa considered good tims to
geat, cut one engine. TFifteen was the
totil output. That number would not
keep going #iX weeks |n Kingston.
Qne Teason for the stoppage of the
works was a commercial depression,

| angine frames wers boller plats, with

those days, the numbering heving not

That

thoge days was considered no good If

There has been a trefnendouschange

that

of-date, of course
One thing 1 oumht to mention i tha

8% to 4-lnuh sek between, closely riv-
oted. It made w atrong Jub, but would
dn te-dRy. They did net hAve a
maliing shop, the tmstings helng fin-
Ished by Plaher & McQunstoni ater
. A, & 1, Bawye-; huw Muwaay-Har-
ris. T think.

Thare wotre a faw
In Toronte a Uttle
tima T mentiuned In
(food had n shop un Sherbourne atroet
gomowhere. Tt wuas In 1863, T think,

luanmot!ves built
earlinr than the
1lamilton. Jumea

that he bulll one.which. was used In

province. the trip belng made on May

more after that. The mames 1 re-
Mmemhar were: ﬂ[mcu:z::g\ercul% 8am-
won, Qacre Beatty 4nd Cumberiand.
The two latter srere. vTed to draw the
royal traln when the Tringe of Weles,
the late Klhig Bdward., visiee? Canada
{n 1880. However, the business becams
& lost art pevious to 1880 by the t¥o
ghops 1 mention.

By this time lots of englnes were
coming In trom the 1 nited Stutes and
were & much better luaking article.
with a great deal of poHehlns. brass
mountings and  ovutslde cylinders.
“ame wers alsu coming from Emgland.
Ty:’th men tu run them. Some of the
names 1 remember were: George
Stephenson, Didmond, Ruby FEmerald.
Sapphire, Caator, Pollux—the twu lat-
ter w;ma heavy engines for freight. I
saw them pass the shop every day and
in this way remembered the names.
They went so slow in those days that
no one was ever run over.

The Baochus and Achilles were on
the road between Hamllton und the
Niagara Falls Bridge, then Lhe Great
Western. We could alwaya tell when
these two engines were coming, by the
whiatle. The boys were aure to be on
the look-out. Omne would say. "1 bored
the cylinders:” another would claim
the connecting rods, and the writer
could gwear to the crank pins. whistle
and bell 3

They had no 3yvstem, whatsver, =«
standard gauges, no time cards. Time
was no object; In fact, {f one got drv
on a warm day, there wwas a hatel at
the gate, and 4t wag quite safe to sllp
out any time. I know it wa+ a daily,
custom because I boarded at the ptace
untll I found a Metter ome. [ could
rolate some queer doings at that Lime,
whisky was only fifty cents a gallon;
but I won't say any more on that sub-
Ject.

In speaking of William Lauder, he
bud three sons, Willam, David and
Fergie, and I belleve they moved to

Memdreal. T well remewmbrr thera was

time, and vou know what it meant to|® Small cresk near Barton and Went-
finish the cranks with only a epm-|¥OTth street. we had to rross on o a
pound rest worked with a ratchet from plank to reach the house. All that
an overhead shaft. It was o lopg|Pert °f the olty in thoso days was
jobh, but we thought it was all rigne, |07 NS with cattle ferding.  We

wore a Tough lot of Sentemen: ut

no matter what the cnndust wan. dur-
Ing the week, they were alwaya in the

kirk on 8Sunday. There was a amall
frama church mnear the shop. T waw
Sunday evhinol superintendenr. sesslon

clerk and, treasurer. Ths minister'y
namo was Magson, and a fine fellow.
We paid hlm ell the collection, which
weg not much. T was under greut
temptation at that tlme  Fverywhere
[ avent the whisky was there. but |

hauling the first regular traln In the |

16, 1853, Mr. Good turned out & few:




————rapend years \n quallfying themaelves

an

_*__ae%—%ﬁr encouraging for one lo ac-

. appreciation of the peopile 'tv whom he

——ONE OF THE FIRST LOCOMOTIVES BUILT IN HAMILTON

dustries  of the clity, the botiom
seemed tn drop our of everxything, and
\he factories that couid not find hrurs
rnough the twenty-four to keep
men and machinery busy had suddenl
te come lo a halt, shorrening up the
hours of employment, and even cut- |
ting off one or twn dars in the week |
hresides. The homes that were not pre-
pared for the sudden rhunge have had
a hard time of it: and even those who
had a balance in the savings bank tc
¢all bhack upon have had tn see it
indilng 'r:v; and les-#t; the weeks
Shgd by. Let'us hope ! that with the
returf’ of spring new iife may comu
to the fectories and workshops and
that -the wheels of industry olay hum
as cheerfully. as ever. These hard
times lessons seem lo be needed per-
:udj-cally to atraighten things out anda
u;a.cn us that the sun of prosperity
Jops behind a cloud now and then.

in

'rms Is the season ol’ 1he year when
the rural schuol directors advertise for
1eachers £or country swchouls. They ex-
pect. the pedagogues to huve {irat -las3
. cartificates, for Which Lhe directors of-
for the lberal salary ranging hp’ from
5400 8 year Lo 370, What an induce-
mment fo? young men ahd young women

tor the high and respunstble positlon
inimg 1he intellects and the mor-
m future fathers and mothers
af Canada! Hamilton pays “s stree.
‘kuborarﬁ‘mnrr money for a day’'s wourk
when emploved than i3 afferrd an e~
ucated. younz man or waman (o wesr
their lives ‘out in @ sehovl-room. The
chauffeurs nwho drive the muotur care in
our streets would not thimk of accept-
ing $70 a month to run w car. It i
_.quire an education to homme a teacher
when braims are befow par compare:d
with untutored muscle. The country
schoal ditecfor .seems lo ha}“\put littla

entrusts the mental training of IrE
children; end If he can only save a
little on the school tax he does nat
botter- his head how the teacher has
“té lve. It s not much better (n the
Yowns and citles, thou-gh as a general)
t.hlm; schoc] direotora aTe more mmrs,i
\luacu:ar

labor can

Efa chance And. “take w hntex er the r!:—
fhﬂma{ow——

engines In

compound rests, one of which fell to

'md you !n a write-up in the Spectator
regarding the early history of loco-
motive manufacture in thoSe years.
Since 1 have received this letter I
have met a numbher of the sons of
the men mentioned in thig correspon-
dence here in Montreal. In most cases
they are all dolng well, and corrobor-
ate the statements made by Mr. Con-
nell to myself. ] might state that he
Is now in goud hea'th at the age of
i 81, and his recollecrion of events is
clear and cnrrect regards the
names and dates. Should vou require
any further detall 1 think probably I
cnuld lvuk it up-for you. This Is &
matter, of histuory, and probably others
In the cily could freshen your mem-

as

ory. WUne gentleman T have {n mind
s Mr. W: A. Robinson, who, I be-
lieve, was superintendent of the old
Great Western shops.
ALEX: BHRTRAM.
Kingston, Ont., IFcb, 4, 1914,
Lileut. Col. A. Bertram:,
Deur Rir: After we looked through

the locomotive works in Kingston, on
your recent visil, 1 was very forcibly
reminded of the byilding of the first
1inda.

Our  attention

was calledl 1o a few =madl lucomotives
under way, for the use of contraclors
in censtruction work., und they seem-
oed to he alwut the

same dlmeuslons

as the (irst loevimotives built in Can-
wda, in which | had a hand in bulld-
ing. This louk place away Taek in
1%53 and 1836, at the oot of Went-
wirtlh strest, Jlamilton, Ont., in &
léng one-atory huilding, owned by D.
. Gunn. 1 was fortundle .in , get-

ting my flrst joi in Canada with him,
us he Wi hust srarting having
\hree engines umider way.

1 took netee that the whole plant
was old und badly used up, but later
I found out thal it was the whole out-
fit of a shop In Dundee. Scotland,
moat of which was poor. Some of the
lathes had wouoden ULeds and hapg

up,

my lDt_tn work. What a cuutrasi._
coming from the best tool shops-in
Scotland! If 1 were to tell you that
I -was not homaesick. it would be o llE-.
Howeyer. L gut over thut disease m’
a few months. &

Along  with thu plant tmm Bﬁ}

men for a.ll 1he dlfl‘ere:i[ . @
ments. [ can name 1he:u n.ll
must hu\'u all lmsucd__

lhu
and want of vapital. £ Iam not mis-
taken, the bank tonk over the last
two or three engines that were fin-
{shed. We all got our wages, but to-
ward the end we hemd
wepks on more than one occasion for
our wages. [t looked to me as though
the bank advanced the money &4 soon
as the engines were completed. Stil],
no one grumbled; but It was a lot of
money when we got it. That would
not work to-day. The average wage 2
good machinist got was 31.50; a very
few would go as high as $2 per day
(ten honrz). But on the other hand, 1
have bought a pair of boots and a
pair of overalls for 33, and everything
else in proportion.

much

I might give you one more reason for
the stoppage of the conctern—inferior
work. You have sufftclent knowledge
to infer from the sort of plant they
had what the work would be like. I
know what came through my ‘hands
then would not pass now.

What & contrast thers is lo-day!
When I look Into thé works in King-

gtonn and see how the same work iy

output, many of which are furnished

by vour firm At Dundas, and some
which 1he writer took part in coo-
structing. You furnished teols to the

Kingston locumotive works [orty

years

the other da¥. but was

ther had gome to the
1.l

e ——

same a4 exists at present, |

to wait six,

never once yielded tn temptation. i
wada called & mean sucker bhecauss \!
would not go up 10 the dbar.

T have given you a fair idea of how
weo did work at thar
pare it with the meihodr nf
Ot ecnurse,” It has taken aver half
century tn bring It ahout, and T would
N0t venture tn say what the next fifty
years will do. but certainly,
will play Aan important part. But
whether that will take the place of|
the heavy locomotives of the present
day is doubdtful

tima and com-

n-day

alectrivity

— e —_—

JAMES CONNFILL. \

flnished now, and each time | noticel
some new device dor inercasing the







|
i

ordera for work.

LOCOMOTIVE STEAM ENGINE
o ) B Do

FORGE WORK'S,

Wentworth Street, Eastern Iimits of Olty, Nerth of 0. W, |

B. B. Track, Hamilten

SRR

THE advertizer has now [or a5 ;mw

6_First class Locomotives. One complote and veady for
work, the others could be delivered at the rate of

. one c¢ach month.

4 High pressure engines of diffspent powers, ‘
@ Bollers, of different dimensions, .
60 Traversing Sorew Jacks,

8 Crab Wrenches,

8 Fanners, for Forges, .
A great variety of articles suitable for Btationary Engines
8aw, Grist, and Planing Millg, | °

fhe works now being complete and in full operation,

and having in use & large assortment of the very latest
and best tools for the economical oxecution of any branch
of the business, the utmost despatch will be given to ali

. N X & D. Cv GUNN.
Hamilton, Dec. 8, 1868, . 2076-4-
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TRICOLOUR MEMORTES by e 1. ruce Cronk. Meds's

Fond memories of an extraordinary man

ol

+ ALTER ForD CoONNELL,
Meds'29, LLD’73, was a
physician extraordinaire a
pioneer cardiologist, a
beloved and gifted tea-
cher to generations of

medical students, and a
fervent Queen’s man.

The Connells were of Irish-English-
French origin. In 1845, John Connell, his
wife and nine children emigrated from
Ireland in 1845, settling near Prescorr,
Ont. Their second oldest son, Walter
Thomas, born in 1873, became a famed
physician and the father of Walter Ford
Connell. The lives and careers of the
father and son physicians are so closely
connected in every sense that one can-
not tell the story of one without some
reference to the other.

W.T. graduared from Queen’s with the
Medal in Medicine in 1894, studied in
London, and returned to Queen’s at the
instigation of Principal Grant in 1895,
Atage 22 he was appointed Professor of
Pathology. He became Chair of the De-
partment of Medicine in 1919, a post he
held for 22 years. In 1931, W.T. and Dr.
“Blimy” Austin were among the founders
of the Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada.

The Connells lived at 11 Arch Street,
just a stone’s throw from Kingston Gen-
eral Hospital (KGH). Walter Ford Con-
nell was born in the Arch Street house on
August 24, 1906. He grew up, raised his
own family, and lived there untl 1996.

Ford graduated from Queen’sin 1929
with the Medal in Medicine, the Hon-
our of the Medal in Surgery, and many
other awards. When he was denied the
Robert Bruce Scholarship at an earlier
stage of his medical education because
the conditions of the award required the
winner to be “of Scotch extraction” his
father remarked that Ford might have
“Scotch by absorption but not by ex-
traction.”

While interning at Toronto General
Hospiral, Ford met Merle Bruce whom

. he later married and whom many of us
remember as the warm and gracious
chatelaine of 11 Arch Street for some 55
years. When Ford rerurned to Queen’s

10 QuEsn’s ALomnt REviEw

in 1935 after postgraduate smdies over-
seas, he was appointed Assistant Profes-
sor of Medicine. He started the Depart-
ment of Cardiology at KGH, purchasing
himselfan early electrocardiograph ma-
chine. In 1942, Ford enlisted in the army
medical corps, but was shortly rerurned
to Queen’s to organize and expedite the
accelerated and intensified training of
young medical officers. He became a pro-
fessor and chair of the Department of
Medicine and Physician-in-Chief
of KGH. Tn 1943, Ford was the in-
fluential member of a small com-
mittee that recommended that
women again be admitted to the
medical school after an absence of
more than 50 years. Following the
war, Ford set about rebuilding the
Department of Medicine with em-
phasis on teaching, service, and re-
search, and he attracted a brilliant
staff who worked alongside him.

Ford was always a hurricane of
activity, but no matter how busy he
was he always had time to care for
and listen to his patients (and his
residents.) And housing, transporr, pass-
ports and whatever was required for the
relatives and friends of his patients was
arranged by his office lieutenants. This
was real patient care, not the pious lip
service we often encounter at medical
gatherings and in press releases. Ford was
in command of all the disciplines of med-
icine in a way that's no longer possible
today. And he was a superb cardiologist
and teacher. To us, his admiring resi-
dents and colleagues, Ford was more than
the Real Doctor ameng doctors; he was
also the good shepherd who guided,
counselled and watched over us.

Many honours from alumni organi-
zations, learned medical societies, and
his own alma mater came to Ford Con-
nell both before and after his 1968 re-
tirement. He continued his consulting
practice for some years, and after that
could be seen visiting former patients
(“my friends,” he called them) at KGH.

The Connell’s three children—
Queen’s graduates all—grew up in the
house on Arch Street. Bruce, Meds'52,
is a consultant internist in Ottawa. Dou-

S

glas, Arts’64, is a business executive in
Victoria, and Patricia (Foster), Arts'56,
lives in Vancouver.

A lingering illness came upon Merle
Connell in the late 1980s. When she, of
necessity, encered the Providence Manor
nursing home, Ford came to visit her at
7:30 a.m. every morning, stayed until
evening, and brought her two fresh roses
each day until she quietly slipped away
in the summer of 1991. In 1996, Ford,

A e

Dr. W. Ford Connell (white coat), always a
hurricane of activity, was a superb cardiologist
and teacher, who taught “real patient care””

too, entered Providence Manor, and on
the morning of Oct. §, 1998, he was up
early, as usual, fully dressed and reading
the Globe & Mail when he suddenly died
of cardiac arrest. His good friend and col-
league Dr. Stuart Vandewater noted, “No
distress, no fuss, [he] just ran ourt of gas.”

Dr. W. Ford Connell may be gone, but
he is cerrainly not forgotren, for as the
dean of Heath Sciences Dr. David Walker,
Meds’71, says, “[He] taught us all many
things about medicine and his lessons
were timeless. .. . As these values live on,
so will his memory.” @

The above is an abridged version of a longer
article by Dr. Bruce Cronk, with a foreword by
Dr: David Walker, dean of the Faculty of
Health Sctences. The full text of this article is
avaiinble from the Review, 1-800-267-7837,
or o the Review website at bitp:/ | advance
ment. gueensu.caj alummni_review/ index.beml,
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