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Seme Accaunts About Canada’s Fll‘St: Raﬂway
Submitted by Carl erf |

M« Raf‘l‘ has seni us two vary interesting nineteenth century accoums teiatmg 10 1he early days of the Champlam and St
Lawrenge I{ml Road. One is from the March, 1896 issue of the magazine “The Canadian Engmecr“ while the other is an article from the
mwspaﬁef “The Montreal Daily W‘xmess of March 25; I8BI; this article is reprinted from “The St. Johns News” of an unknows :iatx:

The 1896 article concerns the recollections of one George Ostrout who had worked for the C&SiL in 1836 - sixty years beft)m
.. While the reminiscences of an old timer arc often notorious for their macwmcy. sspecially after the fong time of sixty years, the datails
“that Mr. Ostrout gives about the éngineering aspect, and the mechanism, of the * “Dorchester” suggest that he had considerabie knawledge
of the workings of both the “Darchester” and the “Fason C. Peirce™, and the story may we!: b accurate, While the drawing hes obvious 0
inaccuracics, notably the'size of the wheels, it was probably only meant as a schematic sketch Wheth&r the story cf the {:ule dog ehewmg
up the notes is true, or is me;ely a qumn{ addenduim, we will leave the reader 1o judge.

The 1881 mccmmt f)nﬁgs out some interesting points, Aparﬁ from the obvious error in the cEata of the E}pemﬁg of thc (,&SLL {Augmst
instead of July), amdl the probable typo ervor of * “scrap.iron™ instead of “strap fron”, the article appears remarkably ascurate. Several points
e of mwesf. One i§-that the problem of “snake hiead” rafls did™not appear: atil the heavier focomoative “Jason. C. Peirce™ went into
T gerviceyand’ ‘also thiat these. goourances were: less: frequent than some accounts would lead us b;& believe. Anmhm point is the spelting of the
" last name of Mr Peiree. For years, historians Spefled it “Pigree”; however his tombstone, and this contemporary aceount {copied from the
local paper), which refer to his then-liviiig son; all. speil e name “Pam:e'* which must be accepted ds the true §pe§tmg. This article says
that My; Peirce’s namesake locomotive was then still in use on the ialseue. cailway; in Bict it survived long epough to be taken over by (and
luter sold by) the CPR. Its fi nal fate is unknown but it probably lasted as late as the furn of the centty, remarkably long for & loctmotive
of 1837, The final point to be noted in this account refers to the original station 4t St Johns. The 1881 article: says that & way then still in
use as a freight shed: there is pood reason 1o believe that it survived untit as recentiy a¢ 1993, only five years agot That it wag then

destmyr.ci wrrhom at Emst p:m of it being saved is a sad story, and another great loss’ te que r:ﬂ!way heritage.

REMINISCENCES a?éﬁ@pwé FIRST ggu.i@ém‘.
- From “The Canadian Engineer”, March, 1898,

A represett- : :
tative of The Cana- -
dian Engineer re«
cently had an op--
pcztum!y of ga!her_

comolive @ng:neef». B <
ing in Canada, from
Geo. Ostrout, Jate -
of Montreal, who
_drove the fitst en-
..gine on the Laprai-
Urie and St. John
- Raitway, andwho at
the age of 70, could
. sit down, and with a
~ -steady hand, prom-
‘ptad by a perfectly
‘tleartachnical memory, draw his Frsi love, the “Dorchester”,

so well that the sketch needed only to he brought up to the
requirements of modern ilustration for reproduction here.

Me. Ostrout was born in Montreal, on February 28th, 1826,
and records as’his first recollection the building of the wharf
for Branson & Spiers, in 1830 and 1831. In 1832, during the
cholera epidemic, young Ostrout and his mother boarded a
steam ferry. Near them sat an old Eacfy wha, like many oth-

ers at that time, had a supersiitiot s Horror-of. any powerful’
agent whose pedigree she did not kriow. She informad the T
Ostrouts that nough! but unavoidable circumsfances could -

have forced her inta such a wicked conltrivance, and that the
devil himself must be aiding the engine driver. Young Ostrout

replied thal he meant to leam how {o start an engine, devil

The "Qomhmer mdgﬁwwd in “The C anzzdnm Engineer”, Hmrfz, 5896

ar no devfl and-a: few years afterwards, when the lad had
altained the ‘advanced age of 12 years, he was detuaily run-
ning an engme ona ihree mile j }oumey. while the responsi-
ble driver lolled in 2
 shed playing check-
er§; Pievious to this,
_he cars been drawn
by horses driven
“tandem. Maost of
“- these ‘cars. were
" imade i Troy, N.Y.
“. were mounted on
- four wheels, and
_had a high seat and
- 8 brake, acting on
‘one: pai r of wheels.
at'sach end. They
‘were divided- into
three  compart-
ments, each having
its own door, and:
with two leather
cushmned seals runnmg athwart the car, The conductor
had to travel on the step-raif which ran round the outsme
unless he too gotinside o play checkers. S
This was the state of things when the firstlocomotive
- the “Dorchester”, - arrived. She was buiit by Stephenson &
Son, of Newcast e-upon-Tyne, of the type known as the “in-
side eonnectron The wheels were four in number, having
felloes and spckes of Engligh: :pak, with iron hubs and tires,
She had two safety valves. That over the steam chest had a
rod runnmg back to the engineer, with a spring balance at-

~ tached to the end by a screw, which could be shifted at will,

The other valve was placed forward, as shown. It was
pressed down by a number of elfiptic springs, placed baek to
back between two little piltars, with cross-bar and nuts. The
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- Mr. Ostrout remembers with amusement the

ﬁrst cut-off. It was a common throttle on which

_they set a band shaft with the lugs of two half
- hoops. As each lug fevolved it would thrust a
- valve connected to a hinged post by an iron rod,
. rubbing on the shaft vaive and.closed or bumped
~ out.the opening valve. Soms ‘steam, he says,

* was saved, but the later introduction of ihe drop
“valve with dash pots was a great improvement.
Mr. Ostrout is continually recalling, while he talk:

“little events which mark advances in both ra;!evay :

and marine eng%mrenng, and was recently en--

The “Dorchester™ as it is beheved to have taoked when il was new. From

a drawmg by the late Robert R Brown.

‘vatve motion in the steam chest was produced by one ec-

‘centric for each cylinder, the back and forward motion. being -

caused by raising. or lowering what is-called a double gab.

The lever on the rock shaft being double-ended, the lower- .
ing of the gab caused: the §ips of the Tever to thrust the.pin

into-the gab, and thus the forward motion was produced.
The backward movement was produced by raising the gab,
which caused the upper lips 10 strike the upper pin, and this
shifted it to go backwards.

The smoke-stack was iunnel-shaped with a heavy
wire screen, having a'piece of boiler plate about 12 inches
diameter in.the centre, stretched across the opening. The
~trame was made of boiler iron filled in with oak. The protec:

tion of the driver seems- nm to have been kheugm of forthe
cab. A frame of iron was bentover the -
steam chest, and by stretching canvas-over this some pro-
Jorchester” was considered a
grand engine in hee, day, but she was no light undenakmg for.
her driver. For instance, the heat of the boiler at the bottom
of the’ smoke-stack was often so intense astobumthe pack-
ing in the cylmders. and he had to pack the bottom of tha-_‘ g

“Dorchester” had

taclion was ubtamed Tha.

smoke-hox with clay.

The rails were of wood, with-an jron stnp mnnmg along-
-the top about 578 inch thick and 2 9/4 inches wide. These
. sérved every purpase until the. “das:cn €. Pierce” appeared
._onthe scene in 1837 This. ‘ngifie was huill at the Norris -
~ works, Philadelphia, and was gigantic for her time. She had
outside connections; a rather high boiler, cylinder on the.in-

cline, and four driving wheels - one set fore and the other aft

i _ of the fire-box. "She had the oddest rig | ever saw for valve

‘motien”, says Mr. Ostrout. "She had four eccentrics, four
“'hooks or gabs, all disengaged af once, and tripped by smail
rock shaft with four short levers with friction roflers. To move

ahaad two of the rollers were lowered to drop on.pins, but ‘
the pms would not engage wslh “hooks until the valve rods

were manipulated by the engmaer who shifted the valve
rods by levers an-a slewed rocking shafl connected with the
valves, and put the pins under the hooks. To back, it was
necessary to reverse the small rock shaft to its full extent.
This engine was much too heavy for the primitive wooden
track, and would twist the iron strap into all imaginable shapes.

On one occasion the strap rail curled up just behind the driv-

ing wheel, struck under the tender forward of the flange
connection of the feed hose, running up through the bottom
and top sheet of the tender and through the tool chest”.

Newton - a little” dog captursd and tore intofrag-
ments his techhical, though lucid desgrgyhens

?’?ze “Jmmz C P?;i?r.‘e" ; ragm a :.Qﬁwmg by the late Robert R.

iﬁ mE FIRST HAELWAY INCANADA
_ From "The Monfreai Daily Witness", March 25, 1881.

The first raslway not only inthie provines but in Canada was
the old Champlain & Sl Lawrence line batween St Johns
and Laprairie. |1 was opened in August [sic], 1836. Lord

" Gosford, the Governor-General, and other distinguished
. gentlemen were present at the inaugural and pariicipated in
the banquet, which was served in the station - the time-

honored building, which, defying the ravages of time, ‘still

does duty as freight shed. One of the chief promoters of the -

railway was the late Mr. Jason C. Peirce, father of Mr. C.8.

- Peirce, of St. Johns, and associated with him were the iate

Hons, Peter McGill 2nd Robert Jones, Mr. John Shuter, &c.

© Mr. James Macdonald, of St. Johns, was also connected

with the garly management of the line. The road Was origi-
nally built of scrap{sic] iron - that is, thin plates of iron nailed
on to wooden slespers, and the rolling stock was very fight,
For about fifteen years after constiuction the road was not
aperated in'the winier time." Then the track was changed
from Laprairie 1o St- Lambert, and the line continued from

Bt Johns to Rouse's Point. The second Iocomotive used on
-the old Champlain & St. Lawrence Railway was cafled the

Jason C. Pairce, and it is still in use on the road at Joliette. -
St. Johns News.

Y .- gaged inwriting his experiences when a calam-
ity befell him like that which happened o Sitisaac



