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Co-incidence: Re St Lawrence and Atlantic Railway. I was chatting
with a friend Me Terry Eden an antique dealer here in Hamilton. He
asked me a question about my knowledge about the St Lawrence and
Atlantic Railway. I thought it was in reference to the “ew” St
Lawrence and Atalntic. Then he mentioned Longuiel, Quebec. Oh the
old St Lawrence and Atlantic. He had acquired a print of an A. Y.
Jackson painting. On the back was an exerpt from A Painters
Country. It turns out that A. Y. Jackson, the famous Canadian Painter
of the Group Seven, his grandfather was the station agent at the St
Lawrence and Atlantic Railway station at Longeuiel.

With Fred Angus I had wrote about an article in Canadian Rail
about a small water-colour painting at the Chateau Ramsey Museum
in Montreal . The watercolour shows a Scotish 2-2-2 and in this
article he questioned that it might be attributed to a John Loye or
Thomas Keefer. I wrote to Fred Angus that the same picture appeared
in the Canadian Railway and Marine World in 1900. This dated the
painting to a much earlier date. Now it appears that A.Y. Jacksons
grandfather purchased at least three paintings from the other famous
Canadian painter Kreighoff who also lived in Longueiel.

I AM NOT A Canadian art historian but I suspect that painting
of the St Lawrence and Atlantic might be by Kreighoff.

I did look at J. Russel Harpers book Kreighoff. He mentions
Kreighoff moved from Longuiel to Quebec City, then returned to paint
pictures on commission for sale to the engineers building the Victoria
Bridge. Well the article in the Railway and Shipping World was about
the Victoria Bridge.

Could Krieghoff have painted the water-colour.
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T LawREncE & ATLANTIC R.
LonvauruiL Statior- IB55,

groing east may have observed on s left o
gigantic boulder placed upon cut stonemason
work, surrounded by a picket fence.  This
boulder was dug up in the vicinity of the
bridge while the latter was under construc-
tion, & was placed where 1t nowstands by
the workmen eniployved on the construction,
1 commemoration of the immigrants who
died from ship fever during the years 184%5-8.
The boulder bears the following mscription :
__v To preserve from desccration the remains
of 6.000 immigrants, who died of <hip fever.
ALDLagyz=8. This stone is erected by the
workmen of Peto, Brassey & Betts, employed
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A.Y. JAGKSON

I
Early Days

MY GRANDFATHER, Henry Fletcher Joseph Jackson, arrived in Montreal
from England in 1846. There he became general agent of the St.
Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad, an early line running between Port-
land, Mdine and Montreal, which later was incorporated in the Grand
Trunk Railway. Before the Victoria Bridge was built, the terminus of

the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railroad was at Longueuil, and my
grandfather lived there until 1854. Krieghoff, the painter, was living
in Longueuil at that time. It is probable that my grandfather was
acquainted with Krieghoff for he owned several of his paintings.  One

of them, “The Ice Bridge,” was presented by the family to the National

Gallery of Canada some years ago..

Before coming to Canada, my grandfather had been to school in
Switzerland and he spoke French fluently. In Montreal he married the
sister of John Murphy, whose father was the founder of one of the big
drygoods stores in that city. In 1854, my grandfather moved from
Longueuil to Berlin, Ontario, where he lived for over twenty years. He
was the contractor for the section of the Grand Trunk Railroad which
was being built between Berlin and Breslau; he was also one of the
founders of the Economical Fire Insurance Company, and its fizst
President. Why he left Berlin where he was a successful and very
respected citizen, and returned to Montreal, is a mystery. Later, he
settled in Brockville where he died in 1894.

My maternal grandfather, Alexander Young, after whom I am
named, came to Canada from Scotland in 183%4. He was a person of
distinguished mind, a quality not held in much esteem in Canada at
that time. Most of his life was spent in the Galc, St. Thomas and Berlin

[1]
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