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Ontario Branch, GWR

(This refers to a branch of the GWR from what is now called Winona, to the shore and a wharf on Lake
Ontario.)

Note by Carl Riff:

The Great Western Railway, in 1853 built a branch line called the “Ontario Branch”.
(Prior to Confederation, what is now known as Winona, was named Ontario.)

After 1867, when the new province became Ontario (formerly Upper Canada), the community’s name
was changed to Winona.

The GWR had a wharf on Lake Ontario as a branch off its mainline at what is now called Winona. It was
to this wharf that the GWR engines built in the USA were delivered from their ports on Lake Ontario.
Special boats were chartered for this purpose.

“I am told it is possible to view the remains of the pilings below water. The railway [branch] would have
run [along] what is now Winona Road. [The branch] seems to have existed until 1897, when the
Beamsville Radial Railway was built [and a connection was made with that road].”



